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          1  PLANNING, DISPOSITIONS AND CONCESSIONS

          2                 CHAIRPERSON MARTINEZ: All right,

          3  we're going to open up the Committee on Land Use

          4  Dispositions.

          5                 Council Member Gentile, Council

          6  Member Lanza, Council Member Nelson are here, and

          7  we're going to open up item -- oh, and we have the

          8  Chair of the Land Use Committee here, Melinda Katz,

          9  I didn't recognize her with the hat, cap.

         10                 And, yes, I am present also. We're

         11  joined by Council Member Stewart.

         12                 And we're going to open up LU Item

         13  Number 650. Council Member Katz. And we have a

         14  speaker on the item, am I right? We have Jane

         15  Clearer. Are you speaking, Council Member Katz, or

         16  should we listen?

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Why don't we

         18  have the testimony first from Ms. Cleaver. Is that

         19  okay with the Chair?

         20                 CHAIRPERSON MARTINEZ: Yes.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Thank you.

         22                 MS. CLEAVER: Good afternoon, members

         23  of the Council. I'm Jane Cleaver, Chief of

         24  Parklands, Department of Parks and Recreation.

         25                 I'm here to testify in favor of our
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          2  Department's application, uniform application 050245

          3  MMQ.

          4                 This application proposes to map the

          5   .16 acre Remsen Cemetery a designated New York City

          6  landmark in Block 3178, Lot 44, as parkland.

          7                 This historic City-owned cemetery was

          8  assigned to the Department of Parks in March 2003,

          9  and is bounded by Trotting Course Lane and Alterton

         10  Street (phonetic). The site is one of nine historic

         11  City-owned cemeteries throughout the City that have

         12  been assigned to the Parks Department for historic

         13  preservation.

         14                 Immediately adjacent to the cemetery

         15  is a small .09 acre landscaped parcel of private

         16  property, owned by the American Legion in Block

         17  3178, lot 75, it serves as a veterans memorial park.

         18                 This application proposes to map and

         19  acquire this landscaped area as an addition to the

         20  cemetery so that the entire passive green triangle

         21  is in public ownership.

         22                 A small portion of Lot 75 and Block

         23  3178 lies within the map street bed of Trotting

         24  Course Lane. Lot 76 and Block 3178, also owned by

         25  the American Legion, lies entirely within the street
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          2  bed of Alterton Street. As part of this ULURP

          3  application, these sections of the American Legion's

          4  properties will be acquired through donation to the

          5  New York City Department of Transportation, which is

          6  a co-applicant of this ULURP application.

          7                 The landmarked cemetery was used by

          8  the Remsen Family, several whose members played

          9  important roles in the American Revolution.

         10                 Jeromus Remsen, who established the

         11  cemetery, led a regiment at the Battle of Long

         12  Island, and Jeromus Remsen's grave, and that of his

         13  wife, are located at the site and date to the late

         14  1790s.

         15                 It was later discovered that four

         16  brothers who were cousins of Jeromus Remsen, also

         17  fought as soldiers in the revolutionary war, and

         18  were buried in nearby unmarked graves.

         19                 Remsen Park Coalition, in league with

         20  the Native New Yorkers Association, and the American

         21  Legion, obtained four graves stones to honor these

         22  soldiers as well.

         23                 Over time, the cemetery fell into

         24  disrepair and neglect.

         25                 The Remsen Park Coalition was formed
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          2  by local community residents, and the American

          3  Legion Post 1424 and its friends organization have

          4  been responsible for rescuing the cemetery and

          5  creating an attractive memorial open space.

          6                 This ULURP application proposes to

          7  map Remsen Cemetery and the adjacent passive open

          8  space as City parkland so that they can be preserved

          9  in perpetuity of community use.

         10                 We therefore urge the City Council to

         11  approve this park mapping and acquisition

         12  application. And I would like to close by saying we

         13  are here and able to do this project because of the

         14  generosity and continuing support of Councilwoman

         15  Katz. It is her project, and we are delighted to be

         16  here today and hope that the City Council will

         17  approve the memoralizing and mapping of this small

         18  veterans park.

         19                 CHAIRPERSON MARTINEZ: Council Member

         20  Katz.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Thank you, Mr.

         22  Chair.

         23                 This project is the quintessential

         24  type of project that causes Council members a lot of

         25  agita, as far as the New York City bureaucracy goes.
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          2                 Part of this land, this land is owned

          3  by American Legion, part of it was in the mapped

          4  street, and so it has taken, when I say ten years,

          5  probably literally ten years. I remember as an

          6  Assemblywoman sitting with Mayor Giuliani during the

          7  Memorial Day Parade and showing him this grave site

          8  and saying this needs to be park property. It is now

          9  owned by the American Legion. How can we do this?

         10  And it really was only through Jane and the work

         11  that she has done through Adrian Benepe and Dotty

         12  Landowski, DOT and really the civics in my area,

         13  Barbara Strachinsky (phonetic) and Tom Winder

         14  (phonetic) of the American Legion, that we're

         15  actually able to do it over the last year or two. It

         16  was a very quick process once it started and once

         17  everybody figured out through the bureaucracy

         18  exactly how it had to be done.

         19                 But I do think it's also an example

         20  of what can be done Citywide. This is a place that

         21  is in the middle of the most residential

         22  neighborhood that you possibly can find in the City,

         23  and it is a grave site that has just gone into such

         24  disrepair, it should be the responsibility of the

         25  City to keep it up. There are war heroes in there
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          2  that should not be forgotten. Every Memorial Day

          3  Parade is done there. Every, you know, 9/11

          4  commemoration -- what is it, commemoration, even if

          5  it's bad? All right, commemoration is done at that

          6  site. So, I am so happy that the system actually

          7  worked in this particular case, and I truly have to

          8  thank Ms. Cleaver for the yeoman's job that she has

          9  done in walking it through the process. And I thank

         10  her. The community is thrilled to death that this is

         11  going forward. I urge the Committee to please

         12  support the application.

         13                 CHAIRPERSON MARTINEZ: Any other

         14  members?

         15                 Council Member Katz, just a quick

         16  question.

         17                 When the land is designated park,

         18  does it also need State approval in that

         19  bureaucracy?

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: No, we're not

         21  taking park land away. We're designating it a park.

         22                 CHAIRPERSON MARTINEZ: Oh, to

         23  designate you don't need state approval?

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: I don't believe

         25  so.
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          2                 CHAIRPERSON MARTINEZ: Okay.

          3                 MS. CLEAVER: No, it's just an

          4  acquisition, a purchase of private property.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: We're buying it.

          6  I bought it. I mean, the City Council, we, in this

          7  room. We in this room allocated $50,000 I believe

          8  for the purchase of this property to go to the City.

          9                 CHAIRPERSON MARTINEZ: Thank you.

         10                 Okay, anyone else? Thank you for your

         11  testimony.

         12                 No one else speaking on this item?

         13  Closing the particular item.

         14                 All right, we're opening up item LU

         15  600, Council Member Perkins and LU 601, also Council

         16  Member Perkins.

         17                 Anyone to speak on the item?

         18                 Closing the items.

         19                 Opening up item LU 641. Council

         20  Member Reyna.

         21                 LU 581. Council Member Barron and

         22  Dilan.

         23                 LU 599. Council Member Jennings.

         24                 LU 615. Council Member Jackson and

         25  Perkins.
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          2                 LU 629. Council Member Boyland.

          3                 LU 630 and 631, also Council Member

          4  Boyland.

          5                 Anyone to speak on those items? No

          6  one to speak, closing these items.

          7                 Opening up item LU 649. Council

          8  Member Stewart.

          9                 LU 651. Council Member Vann.

         10                 LU 653. Council Member Boyland.

         11                 LU 654. Council Member Gonzalez.

         12                 LU 655. Council Member Addabbo. Also,

         13  656 and 657, Council Member Addabbo.

         14                 Anyone to speak on those items?

         15  Closing those particular items.

         16                 I recommend an aye vote on all the

         17  items presented today.

         18                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: Chair Martinez.

         19                 CHAIRPERSON MARTINEZ: Aye.

         20                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: Council Member

         21  Nelson.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Aye.

         23                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: Council Member

         24  Gentile.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: Aye.
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          2                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: Council Member

          3  Lanza.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER LANZA: Aye.

          5                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: By a vote of

          6  four in the affirmative, none in the negative, no

          7  abstentions, the aforementioned items are approved

          8  and referred to the full Committee.

          9                 CHAIRPERSON MARTINEZ: We're leaving

         10  the vote open for five more minutes and then we're

         11  adjourning this meeting.

         12                 (Hearing concluded at 1:30 p.m.)
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          2              CERTIFICATION

          3

          4

          5     STATE OF NEW YORK   )

          6     COUNTY OF NEW YORK  )

          7

          8

          9                 I, CINDY MILLELOT, a Certified

         10  Shorthand Reporter and Notary Public in and for the

         11  State of New York, do hereby certify that the

         12  foregoing is a true and accurate transcript of the

         13  within proceeding.

         14                 I further certify that I am not

         15  related to any of the parties to this action by

         16  blood or marriage, and that I am in no way

         17  interested in the outcome of this matter.

         18                 IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto

         19  set my hand this 15th day of December 2005.
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