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          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2                 SPEAKER MILLER: If I can have your

          3  attention? Before we begin our Stated Council

          4  Meeting today, we have some very special guests from

          5  Young Audiences of New York, who are here. They're

          6  not just here, though, for just in person, they're

          7  also here in spirit. Because for many of us, we've

          8  had an opportunity to walk around the Rotunda and

          9  see the extraordinary artwork from our kids, and I'd

         10  like to ask Joanne Bernstein Cohen to come up and

         11  the other representatives of Young Audiences New

         12  York.

         13                 Bring everybody up, Joanne. And of

         14  course, most importantly, we want our student

         15  artists to come up.

         16                 This is the second year that the

         17  Council has done this, and I hope and expect that

         18  the Council will be doing this for many, many more

         19  years. Arts, as part of our education for our kids

         20  is so incredibly important, and we, frankly, do not

         21  get enough of it.

         22                 And what we need is more

         23  organizations like Young Audiences New York that

         24  inspire children and that inspire all of us as they

         25  create some of the most beautiful artwork that you
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          2  will ever see.

          3                 And for those of you who haven't had

          4  a chance to go outside yet, please go outside into

          5  the rotunda. Those of you watching on 74, you can

          6  come down to City Hall, you can go into the rotunda

          7  and see this artwork.

          8                 But it also will be touring the rest

          9  of the City in places like Clifford Chance, the UFT

         10  Building and many other places a full year. It's

         11  going to be extraordinary.

         12                 We're going to give a proclamation to

         13  Young Audiences and want don't you guys hold that

         14  right up there. There you go. You two hold it right

         15  there. And we want to say to all the young people

         16  who are here today, and all the other young people

         17  who are represented by the more than 20,000 that are

         18  reached by young audiences and the millions who are

         19  reached hopefully in many other ways that you

         20  inspire us, you're our future, we believe in you and

         21  we know you're going to go on to great things. And

         22  we love that you've had the chance to share your

         23  artwork with us. So, congratulations to you. We'll

         24  ask the clerk to read the proclamation and Joanne

         25  maybe we can get you and Matthew to say a few words.
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          2                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: The Council, City

          3  of New York, Proclamation.

          4                 Whereas: The Council of the City of

          5  New York is pleased and proud to honor Young

          6  Audiences New York and American International Group

          7  for their outstanding contribution to arts

          8  education; and

          9                 Whereas: Young Audiences New York

         10  (YANY) is dedicated to opening up the vital

         11  experience of art to as many young lives as

         12  possible. It believes that art can increase the

         13  potential of our moments, and is dedicated to

         14  advancing the artistic and educational development

         15  of New York City Public School students by bringing

         16  them together with professional artists of all

         17  disciplines to learn, create and participate in the

         18  arts; and

         19                 Whereas: During the 2004-2005 school

         20  year, YANY reached approximately 20.000 students in

         21  arts residencies and an additional 180,000 students,

         22  teachers and families with educational performances,

         23  professional development programs and family events

         24  in 240 schools and community organizations

         25  throughout New York City and the metropolitan area;
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          2  and

          3                 Whereas: YANY's impact in the lives

          4  of our children has been nothing less than seismic.

          5  It has challenged them as thinkers; encouraged them

          6  as performers; guided them as budding artists and

          7  given them the space within which to develop their

          8  unique, imaginative responses to the world; and

          9                 Whereas: For the seventh consecutive

         10  year, YANY has partnered with the American

         11  International Group (AIG) on visual arts residencies

         12  in the schools, residencies which helped students

         13  create more than 180 works of art. From this group,

         14  23 pieces will serve as part of the 2005 Traveling

         15  Exhibition and will be on display in our City at

         16  various locations including the New York law offices

         17  of Clifford Chance, the United Federation of

         18  Teachers building, the Armory Show and the Empire

         19  State Building; and

         20                 Whereas: The YANY/AIG Visual

         21  Partnership Project exemplifies what is possible

         22  when two organizations committed to the arts and

         23  arts education join forces to benefit the lives of

         24  children. We are truly fortunate to have such

         25  organizations in our City, and it is with the
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          2  deepest gratitude of this legislative body that we

          3  acknowledge their commitment to art and our City's

          4  youth; now, therefore

          5                 Be It Known: That the Council of the

          6  City of New York honors YOUNG AUDIENCES NEW YORK its

          7  Executive Director, Joanne Bernstein-Cohen and

          8  American International Group, for their outstanding

          9  commitments to arts education.

         10                 Signed this 16th day of November in

         11  the year Two Thousand and Five, Gifford Miller,

         12  Speaker for the Entire Council; Christine Quinn,

         13  Council Member, 3rd District, Manhattan; Peter F.

         14  Vallone, Jr., Council Member, 22nd District, Queens;

         15  and David Yassky, Council Member, 33rd District,

         16  Brooklyn.

         17                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you, Victor.

         18                 And I also neglected, I wanted to

         19  also thank AIG as the corporate sponsor who helps

         20  make this possible. And Joanne, we would love it if

         21  you would say a few words. We're very, very grateful

         22  to you and to everyone here for the work that you

         23  do.

         24                 MS. BERNSTEIN-COHEN: Thank you so

         25  much.
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          2                 This is such an exciting day and I

          3  thank the entire Council for recognizing Young

          4  Audiences New York in this way.

          5                 I want to thank the Speaker

          6  especially, and on behalf of the Board of Directors,

          7  our fabulous staff, the wonderful support that we've

          8  gotten from AIG, the 200 professional artists of all

          9  arts disciplines who work in 240 schools across New

         10  York City, we thank you so much for this recognition

         11  and the wonderful proclamation which I will hang

         12  with pride in my office.

         13                 Special thanks to Council Members

         14  David Yassky, Christine Quinn and Peter Vallone,

         15  Jr., whose schools are represented here today, and,

         16  of course, the Speaker, Gifford Miller, David Weprin

         17  and Domenic Recchia, who has been so important to

         18  our work and who have been so fabulous to the entire

         19  cultural community.

         20                 But most of all today, I want to

         21  thank you on behalf of the 200,000 young people that

         22  we work with in our program each and every year. And

         23  the support that we receive from the City Council

         24  and this recognition celebrates the imagination and

         25  the creativity of young New Yorkers.
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          2                 The students who are here today are

          3  accepting this award on behalf of all of those

          4  200,000 students. And we hope that you've had a

          5  chance to look at the amazing work they've done

          6  that's on display today outside in the rotunda.

          7                 This project is about imagination,

          8  it's about hope, it's about creativity and it's

          9  about really hard work. And looking at these

         10  students' work gives you an idea about how much

         11  young people have to offer to New York City and to

         12  the world and how much we can expect from them in

         13  the future.

         14                 We are so proud of their

         15  achievements, as students, as young artists and as

         16  citizens of New York City.

         17                 This artwork has captured the

         18  attention of so, so many people, so it's going to be

         19  on a year-long tour, and this is the first stop on

         20  its journey. From here it will go to Clifford

         21  Chance, then it will go to the 86th floor of the

         22  Empire State Building, then it will go to the UFT

         23  Building downtown, then it will go to the Children's

         24  Arts Metal Benefit that we do in March, and someone

         25  today just asked if it could go to 65 Court Street,
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          2  and then each of the pieces will go back to each of

          3  you because that's where it belongs.

          4                 I want to also give special thanks to

          5  the schools who are represented here today, PS 110

          6  in Brooklyn, 171 in Queens, the High School of

          7  Fashion Industries in Manhattan.

          8                 I want to thank the staff of those

          9  schools. Without you we couldn't have done what

         10  we've done so thank you so, so much. And special

         11  thanks to the parents and family members of our

         12  young artists who came out to support them today.

         13  It's pretty wonderful to have everybody here with

         14  us.

         15                 So, thank you again to the entire

         16  City Council for this recognition, this is a very

         17  happy day for all of us.

         18                 Thanks.

         19                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you. Thank you,

         20  Joanne. And one of my colleagues on the Council said

         21  do you realize you're standing next to Matthew

         22  Modine? I said, yes, I do. He's a Board member of

         23  Young Audiences New York, and we really appreciate

         24  that somebody who is as busy and all over the place

         25  as you devoted your time to such a great
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          2  organization that makes such a difference here in

          3  New York and we'd love it if you would say just a

          4  few words.

          5                 Thank you, Matthew.

          6                 MR. MODINE: Thank you very much. It's

          7  an honor to be here with this distinguished group of

          8  young men and women. This day is for you.

          9  Congratulations to you. You're getting a little

         10  nervous, little sweaty. This is all about you. I

         11  hope you guys never forget this day. This is all for

         12  you. And thank you to the parents who brought your

         13  children here and all the school teachers and all

         14  the people who worked so hard, the volunteers who

         15  worked for Young Audiences New York, thank you for

         16  your support.

         17                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you. Well done.

         18                 Okay, congratulations.

         19  Congratulations to you guys, and we look forward to

         20  seeing your art for many, many years to come. We

         21  know you're going to go on to great, great things.

         22  Congratulations.

         23                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Will the

         24  Stated Meeting of November 16th come to order? All

         25  rise.

                                                            13

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2                 Pledge of Allegiance.

          3                 (Pledge of Allegiance.)

          4                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Roll call.

          5                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Addabbo.

          6                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Arroyo.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER ARROYO: Here.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Here.

          9                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Avella.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Here.

         11                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Baez.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ: Here.

         13                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Barron.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Here.

         15                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Boyland.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: Here.

         17                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Brewer.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Here.

         19                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Clarke.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Here.

         21                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Comrie.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Here.

         23                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: DeBlasio.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEBLASIO: Here.

         25                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Dilan.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: Here.

          3                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Felder.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Here.

          5                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Fidler.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Here.

          7                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Foster.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Here.

          9                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gallagher.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Here.

         11                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gennaro.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Here.

         13                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gentile.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: With the help

         15  of many, I am here.

         16                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gerson.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Here.

         18                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gioia.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: Here.

         20                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gonzalez.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER GONZALEZ: Here.

         22                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Jackson.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Here.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: James.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: Here.
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          2                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Jennings.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER JENNINGS: Here.

          4                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Katz.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Here.

          6                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Koppell.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Here.

          8                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Lanza.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER LANZA: Here.

         10                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Liu.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Here.

         12                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Lopez.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: Here.

         14                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Martinez.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Here.

         16                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: McMahon.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Here.

         18                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Monserrate.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Here.

         20                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Moskowitz.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER MOSKOWITZ: Here.

         22                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Nelson.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Here.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Palma.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER PALMA: Here.
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          2                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Perkins.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Here.

          4                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Provenzano.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: Here.

          6                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Quinn.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: Here.

          8                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Recchia.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Here.

         10                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Reed.

         11                 (No response.)

         12                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Reyna.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: Here.

         14                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Sanders.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: In spite of a

         16  few, I am here.

         17                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Seabrook.

         18                 (No response.)

         19                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Sears.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Here.

         21                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Stewart.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Here.

         23                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Vallone.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Here.

         25                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Vann.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Here.

          3                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Weprin.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Here.

          5                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Yassky.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Here.

          7                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Oddo.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Here.

          9                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Rivera.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: Here.

         11                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Speaker Miller.

         12                 SPEAKER MILLER: Here.

         13                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: A quorum is

         14  present.

         15                 We'll have the invocation now by

         16  Rabbi Aizelman. All rise. Sorry. And quiet, please.

         17                 RABBI AIZELMAN: It is definitely a

         18  privilege to be with you today.

         19                 We come and ask for your blessing on

         20  the Council. I will read Psalm of David. Please let

         21  us join in prayer.

         22                 Hear my cry, oh God; listen to my

         23  prayer.

         24                 From the end of the earth I call to

         25  you. I call as I grow faint. Lead me to the rock
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          2  that is higher than I, for you have been my refuge,

          3  a strong tower against a foe;

          4                 I long to dwell in your tent forever,

          5  and take refuge in the shelter of your wings;.

          6                 and let us all say amen. God bless

          7  you all.

          8                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you.

          9                 Council Member Addabbo, the spreading

         10  of the invocation.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Thank you,

         12  Madam Public Advocate. I want to thank Rabbi

         13  Aizelman for being here today all the way from Ozone

         14  Park, from the Ozone Park Jewish Center.

         15                 I wish him well and his family well.

         16  I would like to make a motion to spread the

         17  invocation in full upon the record.

         18                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Adoption of

         19  the Minutes.

         20                 Council Member Gioia.

         21                 SPEAKER MILLER: I move that the

         22  minutes of the Stated Meeting of October 11th, 2005

         23  be adopted as printed.

         24                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         25                 Messages and Papers from the Mayor.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 687.

          3                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM:

          4  Communication from City, County --

          5                 SPEAKER MILLER: Transportation.

          6                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Sorry.

          7                 SPEAKER MILLER: It's okay.

          8                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM:

          9  Communication from City, County and Borough Offices.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 688.

         11                 SPEAKER MILLER: Rules, Privileges and

         12  Elections.

         13                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Petitions

         14  and Communications.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: None.

         16                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Land Use

         17  Call-Ups.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: None.

         19                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM:

         20  Communication from the Speaker.

         21                 SPEAKER MILLER: My colleagues, we're

         22  doing a number of important pieces of legislation

         23  today that I want to draw to your attention.

         24                 In particular, I want to take a

         25  moment to applaud the very hard work that has been
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          2  done to overhaul the Building Code in the City.

          3                 This is an important moment for our

          4  City.

          5                 For several years now the

          6  Administration, the City Council, the Housing and

          7  Buildings Committee and representatives of the

          8  industry and of labor groups have worked together to

          9  update our Building Code in order to make the

         10  construction and the rehabilitation of buildings in

         11  this City safer, less expensive and more effective.

         12                 This is not a small undertaking, it's

         13  an enormous undertaking.

         14                 And I want to say how very pleased I

         15  am that we're able to do this today. And I want to

         16  compliment the Chair of the Housing and Buildings

         17  Committee, Madeline Provenzano, for her work in

         18  carrying this project through, and saying that I

         19  look forward to the opportunity to watch this

         20  revised code, more effective code, and safer code go

         21  into effect and see the difference that is made in

         22  the housing stock of this City and in the buildings

         23  that we all love and that make this City a home for

         24  us.

         25                 And I'd like to ask the Chair of the
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          2  Housing and Buildings Committee, Madeline

          3  Provenzano, say a few words on this subject in my

          4  time.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: Thank you,

          6  Mr. Speaker. That really does my heart good to hear

          7  you say those words.

          8                 I'm really proud, pleased, relieved,

          9  honored --

         10                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Quiet,

         11  please. It's hard to hear.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: That this

         13  body is passing Intro. 478-A, the Model Code Bill.

         14  That is the first part of it. You all have copies on

         15  your desk, all 400 pages of it. Your assignment is

         16  to go home and read it and we'll test you in the

         17  next couple of days.

         18                 This legislation is landmark. It's

         19  historical. And this Council has revised the entire

         20  Building Code for the City, a monumental task.

         21                 This legislation is not personal,

         22  it's not mine, it's not PR. The press doesn't even

         23  care about it. It's a collaborative effort of 400

         24  plus people, Department of Buildings, Model Code

         25  organizations, architects, engineers, fire safety

                                                            22

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  professionals, labor, real estate, all who have

          3  volunteered countless hours and will continue to do

          4  so.

          5                 There is no way to thank these

          6  people, other than to remind them that they are part

          7  of this legacy.

          8                 There is one person I would like to

          9  single out and thank personally. I hope she's here.

         10  Terzah Nasser, Counsel to my Committee. And her

         11  entire staff. The biggest part of her job is putting

         12  up with me. I will be brief, but to conclude, you

         13  know, I've been congratulated, I've been thanked, I

         14  really played just a small part. I held the torch,

         15  and I kept the faith and was passionate in my belief

         16  that this body would make it happen. And as I take

         17  my leave from this body, I ask that in January there

         18  will be one member that will be able to pick up that

         19  torch and move forward to the finish line with this

         20  code.

         21                 Thank you.

         22                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: General

         23  Discussion.

         24                 Council Member Vallone.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Yes, Madam
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          2  Chair.

          3                 I'd just like to let everyone know

          4  that we're voting on two, three bills coming out of

          5  the Public Safety Committee which I will speak about

          6  now.

          7                 One introduced by Council Member

          8  Oddo, co-sponsored by myself, which raises the civil

          9  fine for vandalizing a religious property from

         10  $10,000 to $25,000.

         11                 This bill recognizes that that sort

         12  of crime, vandalizing a religious property, is not

         13  just a quality of life crime, but sends a message of

         14  hate and intimidation, and I want to commend Council

         15  Member Oddo for recognizing that and punishing that

         16  crime accordingly.

         17                 We're also voting on a new Stadium

         18  Security Bill. New York City, thanks to the City

         19  Council, has the toughest and most admired Stadium

         20  Security Bill in the entire country. We're improving

         21  on that today. The old bill covered running on the

         22  field, this one covers throwing things on the field

         23  also. Our fans -- our families, should not be

         24  intimidated by drunken idiots in any stadium. This

         25  bill will rectify that situation. And I would like
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          2  to commend the members of the Public Safety

          3  Committee for sheparding these things through. Thank

          4  you.

          5                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          6  Member Oddo.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Thank you, Madam

          8  Public Advocate. Many of you know that former

          9  Speaker Peter Vallone just had a book published, and

         10  one of my favorite passages in the book is one day

         11  Peter Vallone, Sr. was walking into City Hall with

         12  all these books underneath each arm and was

         13  approached by the press and asked what he was

         14  endeavoring to do, and he talked about how he was

         15  looking to codify and completely change the

         16  Administrative Code, and the gentleman in the press

         17  said, you know, that's interesting, but do you have

         18  anything else I could say in 30 seconds? And he

         19  said, yes, I have some bill about prostitution and

         20  the rest of the day the press covered the bill about

         21  the prostitution, and they forgot about the

         22  incredibly substantive change that former Speaker

         23  Vallone did in codifying the change in the

         24  Administrative Code.

         25                 So, I say to my colleague and good
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          2  friend and outgoing chair of the Housing and

          3  Buildings Committee, Madeline Provenzano, it's not

          4  sexy and the press doesn't cover it, but it is

          5  important. I commend you and the staff for doing a

          6  phenomenal job in doing that.

          7                 I will be snide in making one comment

          8  in saying, I hope the Buildings Department doesn't

          9  screw it up, but great work on that.

         10                 Thank you, Madam Public Advocate.

         11                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         12  Member Koppell.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Madam Public

         14  Advocate and members, we have on the calendar today

         15  Bill 70-A, which requires the mandatory recycling or

         16  return of rechargable batteries. Rechargable

         17  batteries have many toxic components, toxic

         18  substances. And people throw these away in the

         19  millions. They get into the waste stream and they

         20  poison our land and our water. And this bill, which

         21  is really landmark legislation, there are states

         22  that have gone part way, other communities have gone

         23  part way, but here the City of New York is going all

         24  the way and banning, making it illegal to throw away

         25  rechargable batteries, and importantly, making
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          2  everybody who sells rechargable batteries take them

          3  back, so that every small or large store that sells

          4  rechargable batteries will have to have a receptacle

          5  where you can bring them back and then that store

          6  will return those batteries to the manufacturer or

          7  distributor.

          8                 Let me say there is a voluntary

          9  program, sponsored by federal legislation that does

         10  this, but only a small percentage of people

         11  voluntarily bring those batteries back, and only a

         12  small percentage of retailers have the facilities to

         13  take the batteries back.

         14                 This legislation now will require

         15  everybody to bring back their rechargeable batteries

         16  and every retail outfit to take them back and return

         17  them to the manufacturer.

         18                 Many of you know that one of my

         19  proudest achievements as a legislator is the

         20  returnable bottle and can bill. This is, if you

         21  will, sort of an extension on that.

         22                 And one other thing I'd like to say

         23  in a few seconds, and that is, in contrast to

         24  passing the bottle bill in Albany, which took ten

         25  years and was an enormous struggle, here we had

                                                            27

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  cooperation, from not only my colleagues in the

          3  Council, but representatives of industry that worked

          4  with us on this bill, and ultimately the

          5  Administration as well that has indicated its

          6  support.

          7                 I'm very pleased that this is going

          8  through today. It is very important legislation and

          9  consistent with yesterday which was National

         10  Recycling Day.

         11                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

         12  Council Member.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Thank you.

         14                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         15  Member DeBlasio.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER DeBLASIO: Thank you

         17  very much, Madam Public Advocate.

         18                 I want to speak, first of all, on the

         19  rezoning of Greenwood Heights and the Southern part

         20  of Park Slope and Wind Terrace. I want to say this

         21  is a very, very important action we'll be taking

         22  today in terms of preserving our neighborhoods, and

         23  continuing the good work of this Council in favor of

         24  neighborhood preservation and affordable housing.

         25                 I want to thank the Speaker and
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          2  Chairs Katz and Avella and Gail Benjamin for all of

          3  their good work on this issue.

          4                 I want to give a very special thank

          5  you to my partner in this effort, Council Member

          6  Sara Gonzalez. It has been an honor to work

          7  day-by-day, hour-by-hour with her and with our

          8  community, with our community board and community

          9  leaders. I want to thank Amanda Burden, Regina Myer

         10  of City Planning, Sean Donovan, the HPD

         11  Commissioner, Josh Wolloch from my own staff who has

         12  put in countless hours, and has his own cheering

         13  section. And my dear friend John Burns and everyone

         14  at Concerned Citizens of Greenwood Heights and South

         15  Park Slope who have done a great job on this issue.

         16                 I also want to take a moment to thank

         17  all my colleagues for their support on 564-A, the

         18  bill related to the Campaign Finance Board. This is

         19  an important effort the Council is taking to protect

         20  the rights of free speech of working men and women

         21  and protecting their ability to participate in the

         22  political process.

         23                 We have the very best Campaign

         24  Finance system in the country. We have to continue

         25  to strengthen it and make it better, but we also
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          2  have to always protect the rights of working men and

          3  women to express their voice collectively.

          4                 I want to thank the Speaker. I want

          5  to thank Chair Perkins, who did incredible work over

          6  the last year on this issue. I want to thank my

          7  colleagues who worked so closely on this bill, Leroy

          8  Comrie, Annabel Palma, as I said, Chair Perkins. I

          9  want to thank Marcel Van Ooyen and Josh Wolloch, who

         10  put immense time into this effort. A special thank

         11  you to Brian McLaughlin for his tireless efforts and

         12  leadership, and everyone who put time into our

         13  working group in crafting this legislation. I think

         14  it's an important day for our process in ensuring

         15  that everyone has their right to speak. Thank you.

         16                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         17  Member Gonzalez.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER GONZALEZ: Good

         19  afternoon. I also would like to speak on the

         20  rezoning. And I just want to say in urging my

         21  colleagues to vote on Land Use 618, and Reso 1259,

         22  Land Use 619 and Reso 1260.

         23                 Rezoning will protect the low-rise

         24  character of the neighborhoods, create opportunities

         25  for mixed residential and retail on the avenues, and
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          2  create affordable housing by using inclusionary

          3  zoning on Fourth Avenue.

          4                 I just want to say that this is a

          5  wonderful moment for us. And I want to say to our

          6  friends up there, Concerned Citizens of Greenwood

          7  Heights, Arron Brashia (phonetic) who is with us,

          8  welcome and thank you. And South South Slope

          9  Community Group, John Burns, thank you so much. Mr.

         10  Moylan from Greenwood Cemetary, Community Board 7,

         11  especially, and of course, the Administration, City

         12  Planning, Amanda Burden and Regina. The

         13  Subcommittee, Tony Avella, and, of course, Land Use,

         14  Melinda Katz. Thank you so much.

         15                 Bill, you've been incredibly

         16  instrumental. Thank you. And this is history in the

         17  making. We're working together, and I am so grateful

         18  to be doing this today. And I urge all my colleagues

         19  to vote yes. Thank you, and welcome to all of my

         20  friends from the Slope.

         21                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Seeing

         22  nobody else, Report of Special Committees.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: None.

         24                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Report of

         25  Standing Committees.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports of the

          3  Committee on Finance.

          4                 Intro. 691.

          5                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

          6  General Order Calendar.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Preconsidered

          8  Resos 1243, 1244 and 1245.

          9                 SPEAKER MILLER: Those are coupled on

         10  the General Order Calendar.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Preconsidered

         12  LU 623 and companion Reso 1247.

         13                 SPEAKER MILLER: Also coupled on the

         14  General Order Calendar.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports of the

         16  Committee on Government Operations.

         17                 Intro. 564-A.

         18                 SPEAKER MILLER: Amended and coupled

         19  on the General Order Calendar.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports on the

         21  Committee on Housing and Buildings.

         22                 Intro. 478-A.

         23                 SPEAKER MILLER: Amended and coupled

         24  on the general order calendar.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Resolution
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          2  1223.

          3                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports of the

          5  Committee on Land Use.

          6                 LU 529 and companion Reso 1248.

          7                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 531 and

          9  companion Reso 1249.

         10                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 547 and

         12  companion Reso 1250.

         13                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 559 and

         15  companion Reso 1251.

         16                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 595 and

         18  companion Reso 1252.

         19                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 597 and

         21  companion Reso 1253.

         22                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 598 and

         24  companion Reso 1254.

         25                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 611 and

          3  companion Reso 1255.

          4                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 612 and

          6  companion Reso 1256.

          7                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 613 and

          9  companion Reso 1257.

         10                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 617 and

         12  companion Reso 1258.

         13                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 618 and

         15  companion Reso 1259.

         16                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 619 and

         18  companion Reso 1260.

         19                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 621 and

         21  companion Reso 1261.

         22                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports of the

         24  Committee on Public Safety.

         25                 Intro. 343-A.
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          2                 SPEAKER MILLER: Amended and coupled

          3  on the General Order Calendar.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Intro. 528-A.

          5                 SPEAKER MILLER: Amended and coupled.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Intro. 703-A.

          7                 SPEAKER MILLER: Amended and coupled.

          8                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: General

          9  Order Calendar.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Intro. 70-A.

         11                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

         12  General Order Calendar.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Intro. 521-A.

         14                 SPEAKER MILLER: Laid over.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Intro. 731-A.

         16                 SPEAKER MILLER: Laid over.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Resolution

         18  1219.

         19                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

         20  General Order Calendar.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Resolution

         22  appointing various persons Commissioner of Deeds.

         23                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

         24  General Order Calendar.

         25                 At this time I would ask the clerk to
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          2  call the roll on all items coupled on the General

          3  Order Calendar.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Addabbo.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Aye.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Arroyo.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER ARROYO: Aye.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Avella.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Aye.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Baez.

         11                 (No response.)

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Barron.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Madam Chair,

         14  may I be excused to explain my vote?

         15                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: I just wanted

         17  to commend the Finance Committee and Council Member

         18  Weprin, for shifting the percentage of burden in

         19  terms of taxation in the real property tax structure

         20  to class 4 and 3 which brings relief to homeowners

         21  and relief to co-op and condo owners. I wanted to

         22  commend them on that, and with that I would like to

         23  vote aye on all.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Boyland.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: Aye on all.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Brewer.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: I'm going to

          4  vote aye on all. I want to commend Council Member

          5  Madeline Provenzano, and her wonderful staff, for

          6  the work on the Code, the International Building

          7  Code, and also to congratulate the entire, both

          8  Council Member Perkins, Council Member DeBlasio and

          9  the Speaker on the Campaign Finance Law. This is a

         10  very controversial topic, and as somebody who

         11  believes in the Campaign Finance Board, they cannot

         12  understand how anyone could think that one union is

         13  exactly similar to all other unions.

         14                 I vote aye on all. Thank you very

         15  much.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Clarke.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Aye on all.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Comrie.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Permission to

         20  explain my vote?

         21                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: I, too, want

         23  to congratulate Councilman Weprin and the Finance

         24  staff, Nadine Felton and Larian Angelo, for the tax

         25  fixing which will bring a guaranteed tax reduction
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          2  to one-, two-, and three-family homeowners, and also

          3  to condo and co-op owners, which will save them

          4  approximately $200 million in total.

          5                 I also want to congratulate

          6  Councilwoman Madeline Provenzano for all of her work

          7  with the ICC Code and the Plumbing Code, and Terzah

          8  Nasser, and all of the Housing and Buildings staff,

          9  for everything that they did to bring collaborations

         10  together to make that happen. There were many long

         11  hearings and many different opinions, and it

         12  actually set a new precedent on how we deal with

         13  putting together collaboration and cooperation --

         14                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Quiet,

         15  please.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: -- To make

         17  something happen.

         18                 I also want to congratulate to my

         19  left, Council Member Bill Perkins and all his work

         20  that he did on Intro. 564-A, to ensure that people

         21  that are involved in unions can have a real and

         22  equitable opportunity. I guess I need to stand up

         23  and yell as usual.

         24                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Quiet,

         25  please. You're being very rude to your colleague.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: I also want to

          3  congratulate Council Member Bill Perkins and Council

          4  Member Bill DeBlasio, and all of the people that

          5  were involved in bringing 564-A to the floor today.

          6  It's not something that has happened in a vacuum.

          7  This has happened with a lot of collaboration, a lot

          8  of discussion, a lot of push and pull back from all

          9  of the people that were involved to make sure that

         10  union participation, unions which have saved this

         11  City in the seventies, which had been part of the

         12  institution inception of Campaign Finance when it

         13  was conceived in eighties are given a fair and equal

         14  opportunity to have full participation, in

         15  recognizing that they are independent entities. They

         16  would only come under one umbrella because they feel

         17  a specific need to, but are truly representative of

         18  many different people and coming from many different

         19  places.

         20                 And I also just want to congratulate

         21  Council Member Gonzalez and also Council Member

         22  DeBlasio on their rezoning efforts that had been

         23  done, and also Councilman Oddo for continuing the

         24  fight for protection in Staten Island with their

         25  downzoning.
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          2                 Thank you.

          3                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          4  Member Comrie, you got extra time because your

          5  comrades were so rude.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: DeBlasio.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEBLASIO: Aye on all.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Dilan.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: Aye on all.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Felder.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: I vote aye on

         12  all, except for Resolution 1243, 1244, 1245 and

         13  Intro. 70-A. I vote no on those. Thank you.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Fidler.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Madam Public

         16  Advocate, may I be briefly excused to explain my

         17  vote?

         18                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: First I want

         20  to congratulate all the appropriate people to be

         21  congratulated today. Councilwoman Provenzano,

         22  Vallone, Oddo, Gonzalez and DeBlasio, for yet

         23  another successful downzoning, Bill Perkins,

         24  everybody because they all deserve congratulations.

         25                 But I want to make one comment about
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          2  the preconsidered Resos that I think Council Member

          3  Felder voted against just now. You know, perhaps,

          4  you know, somewhat tongue and cheek.

          5                 We have an extraordinary Byzantine

          6  process by which we fix property tax bills in this

          7  City, and while we could all be pleased that we're

          8  doing the right thing for class 1 and class 2

          9  property owners today, by reducing their tax bill,

         10  the next tax bill they get is going to be for more

         11  money than the last. And we have to figure out a way

         12  with this convoluted State formula, and with this

         13  Department of Finance and this budget process to

         14  bring some clarity and sincerity and transparency to

         15  how we send people property tax bills in this City.

         16                 It was refreshing to see an article

         17  in the Daily News today that kind of explained it as

         18  clearly as an unclear thing could be explained. But

         19  I guarantee you, at the end of December and early

         20  January, my office and all of yours will be besieged

         21  with phone calls saying how come you raised our

         22  property tax bill again? And it just doesn't make

         23  sense, and we should find a way to fix it.

         24                 I vote aye on all.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Foster.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Aye on all.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gallagher.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Aye on all,

          5  with the exception of preconsidered Resolutions

          6  1243, 1244 and 1245, for the exact reasons that Lew

          7  Fidler just did it.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gennaro.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Madam Public

         10  Advocate, I'd like to speak on my vote, please?

         11                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Thank you.

         13                 I certainly wish to add my voice to

         14  the chorus of those that are praising all the great

         15  bills that we're passing today and all the great

         16  people who made them happen. But I'd like to thank

         17  in a special way, Council Member Koppell, for his

         18  great work on the Battery bill. Oliver is the man

         19  that gave us the first bottle bill when he was in

         20  the State Legislature many years ago, and carrying

         21  forward in a great way with this very important

         22  piece of legislation. So, I thank Oliver and I thank

         23  Councilman, Chairman Mike McMahon for his, getting

         24  this through the Committee.

         25                 I vote aye on all.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gentile.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: Aye on all.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gerson.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: I vote aye on

          6  all, with special congratulations to Madeline

          7  Provenzano and the Building Code, and, of course, to

          8  our Finance Committee Chair, David Weprin on today's

          9  vote on property tax reform, with a reminder that

         10  this must just be a first step towards a major

         11  overhaul in reform to make our property tax system

         12  more simple, and more equitable.

         13                 I vote aye on all.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gonzalez.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER GONZALEZ: Aye on all.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jackson.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Aye on all.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: James.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: Madam Public

         20  Advocate, may I be excused to explain my vote?

         21                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: Thank you.

         23                 Madam Public Advocate, and to my

         24  colleagues, in regards to property tax reform, a

         25  neighbor in my community just purchased a home for
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          2  $1.1 million. My other neighbor is a senior citizen

          3  who purchased her home in 1960. They are paying the

          4  same property tax. The senior citizen is on fixed

          5  income, the gentleman who lives a couple of doors

          6  down from me is an executive on Wall Street. They

          7  are paying the same property tax, despite the fact

          8  that he purchased his house in 2005, and she

          9  purchased her house in the sixties.

         10                 This is definitely an inequitable

         11  system, and I am proud today that we are providing

         12  temporary property tax reform. We really need to

         13  provide individuals with a permanent tax relief and

         14  bring some attention to the burdens that so many

         15  people on this fixed income are suffering.

         16                 Let me also congratulate --

         17                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Quiet,

         18  please. It's very hard to hear her. And I'm

         19  particularly interested in what she's saying.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: Thank you.

         21                 Congratulations to Chairwoman

         22  Provenzano in regards to this International Plumbing

         23  Code. I voted for it on behalf of Councilwoman

         24  Provenzano because it provides a basic safety, it

         25  provides a new policy, it's historical in nature,
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          2  and because of my utmost respect for Chairwoman

          3  Provenzano.

          4                 Let me again congratulate Councilman

          5  DeBlasio, and Councilwoman Gonzalez on another

          6  downzoning. I am imploring, begging the City

          7  Administration to please, please look at my district

          8  and to expedite my downzoning.

          9                 I went before the BSA yesterday, and

         10  they approved another tower in my district, 13

         11  stories on Clinton and Fulton. All luxury housing,

         12  despite my opposition and the opposition of the

         13  community board and the opposition of all of my

         14  civic associations. Please, please, please, Mr.

         15  Mayor, the Administration, please look at Ft.

         16  Greene, Clinton Hill, Prospect Heights and Crown

         17  Heights. We are desperately in need of a downzoning.

         18                 Thank you.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jennings.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER JENNINGS: Aye on all.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Katz.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: I vote aye on

         23  all, with a special congratulations also to

         24  Chairwoman Provenzano. It was a long haul in getting

         25  to this day right here. A lot of negotiations were
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          2  made over the last year or two, and I know how much

          3  work went into it.

          4                 Also to Jimmy Oddo on his legislation

          5  on graffiti. I think it is a great step in the right

          6  direction, on something that is an issue in every

          7  one of our districts. I vote aye on the agenda

          8  today.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Koppell.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Just very

         11  briefly, I want to -- I neglected to specifically

         12  thank Mike McMahon and Carmen Cognetta for their

         13  help on the Battery Bill. I vote aye on all.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lanza.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER LANZA: I vote no on

         16  the property tax increase resolutions, 1243, 1244,

         17  and 1245; no on Intro. 564-A; aye on the rest. And

         18  congratulations, Council Member Oddo, on the

         19  Graffiti Bill.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Liu.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Yes.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lopez.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: Yes. I want to

         24  vote aye on all items. I want to thank Council

         25  Member Provenzano for her leadership in regard of
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          2  the issue of the International Code for building

          3  buildings that are going to be equal to other ones

          4  around the Globe, and we should be very proud of

          5  this, because it's going to facilitate the building

          6  of housing that is accessible to people with

          7  disabilities.

          8                 Nonetheless, this Council has failed

          9  again in this hearing to pass the bill to create

         10  affordable accessible taxis for people with

         11  disability. We have a bill in this house,

         12  colleagues. The bill is here, we can vote it. We can

         13  make that bill for taxis that are accessible in

         14  reality the same way that we did it for the

         15  International Code, and we are not doing it. Why is

         16  it? Why is it that disabled people cannot have

         17  access to yellow taxis like everybody else, the same

         18  way that we approved the International Code that was

         19  made easy for people with disabilities to have

         20  housing, the same way we can do it for taxis to be

         21  accessible? And this Council had the power to do so

         22  but refused to.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Martinez.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Aye on all.

         25  And I'd like to vote aye on all Land Use Call-Ups.
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          2                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

          3  Thank you.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: McMahon.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Madam Public

          6  Advocate, I request briefly to explain my vote.

          7                 And let me begin, Madam Public

          8  Advocate, by congratulating you on a great effort

          9  last Tuesday. It's good to see the people of the

         10  City of New York got that right in keeping a good

         11  thing when they had it.

         12                 I want to join all the sentiments of

         13  my colleagues in congratulating all of those who put

         14  forth some great legislation today, but to be brief

         15  I won't mention everyone. But I do want to talk

         16  about 70-A, which is the recycling Battery Bill,

         17  commend Oliver Koppell and the staff of my

         18  Committee, Carmen Cognetta, Dan Avery, Andrew

         19  Sterrer and Mike Arvenides, who worked so hard to

         20  get this through.

         21                 Like the plumbing bill, the code bill

         22  that Madeline Provenzano put through, this was a

         23  great effort, not only by the Council, but also by

         24  the industry that produces batteries and by the

         25  retailers as well.
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          2                 And the reason that this is a

          3  milestone, and thanks to Oliver Koppell for his

          4  tireless leadership on this, it's a milestone

          5  because we are recycling rechargeable batteries but

          6  at a zero cost to the City of New York. The industry

          7  will be forced to take back the batteries and

          8  recycle them, and they're doing so willingly. And

          9  it's a great template for future expansion of

         10  recycling in the area of electronic waste and as we

         11  move forward to recycle more plastics as well.

         12                 So, I congratulate all, and I proudly

         13  vote aye on all. Thank you.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Monserrate.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Aye on

         16  all.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Moskowitz.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER MOSKOWITZ: I vote aye

         19  on all, except Intro. 564, I vote no.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Nelson.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Aye on all.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Palma.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER PALMA: I vote aye on

         24  all. And I want to congratulate Council Member

         25  DeBlasio, Comrie, the Speaker, for all the great
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          2  work that they did on the Campaign Finance Bill; and

          3  I would like to vote for all Land Use Call-Ups.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Perkins.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Thank you

          6  very much.

          7                 I want to take a moment to explain my

          8  vote.

          9                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Just a

         10  minute, Council member.

         11                 Could you all be quiet? I don't know

         12  what's going on today. Proceed.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: I want to

         14  first thank my classmate, Madeline Provenzano, for

         15  the outstanding legislation that she brought before

         16  us today. And I also want to take a moment to thank

         17  Council Member Bill DeBlasio, Leroy Comrie, and

         18  other sponsors with regard to the single source

         19  legislation before us today. Oliver Koppell and all

         20  others who have sponsored important legislation, I

         21  want to thank them, as well, and vote aye on all.

         22                 Thank you so much.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Provenzano.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: May I be

         25  excused to explain my vote?
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          2                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: You know,

          4  I'm P, so we're almost finished with the alphabet,

          5  so it's a pretty good sign I think that most of the

          6  Council is voting for the model code, so I would

          7  just like to take this opportunity to thank all of

          8  you.

          9                 I know it was tough for some of you,

         10  and I know others were there from the get-go, but

         11  thank you. You've done good. And I vote aye on all,

         12  except Intro. No. 564-A, I vote no.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Quinn.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: I don't know

         15  why Madeline is taking the Q's for granted.

         16                 No, I am going to vote obviously in

         17  support of the legislation. I wanted to congratulate

         18  Chairperson Provenzano, and Terzah from the

         19  Committee, for their hard and long work on this

         20  very, very important piece of legislation. It really

         21  helps the City reflect 21st century technology and

         22  21st century reality.

         23                 I also want to add my voice to those

         24  congratulating Council Members DeBlasio and Comrie

         25  for their work on the Campaign Finance Board

                                                            51

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  legislation, and I vote aye on all.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Recchia.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Aye on all.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reyna.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: Aye on all.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sanders.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Aye on all.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sears.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Aye on all.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Stewart.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Aye on all,

         13  and I would like to congratulate Madeline for her

         14  leadership in the Housing Committee, and thank the

         15  members of the Housing Committee for doing a fine

         16  job. Thank you.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vallone.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: May I be

         19  temporarily excused, Madam Chair?

         20                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: I'd like to

         22  congratulate Madeline Provenzano. Making our New

         23  York City buildings safer is a fine addition to your

         24  Council legacy. We thank you for that.

         25                 Regarding single source, the CFB
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          2  should not be legislating, the City Council should.

          3  However, I find this to be a flawed bill. It allows

          4  the unions to circumvent the CFB and vest to exceed

          5  the contribution limits. I don't believe that will

          6  happen, however, this bill allows it. Right now,

          7  though, the CFB rules deny unions the freedom of

          8  speech and place an unfair burden on candidates.

          9  Because there are valid arguments on both sides of

         10  this issue, I voted to allow it out of committee to

         11  be heard by the full Council and allow my colleagues

         12  to vote on this. However, because of the serious

         13  loophole I mentioned, which needs to be rectified,

         14  until we do that, I can't support this measure and I

         15  abstain on 564-A and vote aye on all the rest.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vann.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Yes, Madam

         18  Public Advocate, accolades to all of the

         19  distinguished sponsors of the extraordinary

         20  legislation today, and I vote aye on all.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Weprin.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: May I be

         23  temporarily excused to explain my vote?

         24                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: I also want to

                                                            53

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  thank my colleagues for their hard work on the

          3  legislation before us, Council Member Koppell,

          4  Provenzano, Vallone, DeBlasio and Comrie and Oddo,

          5  in particular. And I also want to address very

          6  briefly the shifting of the tax burden from class 1

          7  and 2 properties to class 3 and 4. It's been brought

          8  up by a number of my colleagues as to our hands

          9  being tied which is true by the system, by the

         10  State, and the reason, and if we take no action

         11  today, and, of course, it was pointed out, property

         12  taxes will go up to the five percent cap as opposed

         13  to two percent cap, so that's why it's very

         14  important that we act today on this cap.

         15                 However, on the overall system, I was

         16  quoted actually in the New York Times a couple of

         17  weeks ago as blaming overly aggressive tax

         18  assessors. Well, I want to give a public apology to

         19  those tax assessors because since I made that

         20  comment about overly aggressive tax assessors

         21  artificially inflating market values, a number of

         22  tax assessors contacted me in confidence. And what

         23  they said to me was, it's not overly aggressive tax

         24  assessors that are responsible, because they don't

         25  assess single family one- and two-family homes now.
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          2  It's all done by computers, and the computers are

          3  programmed by certain officials in the Department of

          4  Finance, they don't have enough tax assessors to go

          5  around and they only concentrate on three and four.

          6  So, as a result, it's the computers that are told

          7  that single-family homes are only assessed at six

          8  percent so don't worry about the market value

          9  increase.

         10                 I would like to see this changed

         11  obviously, and we're going to conduct hearings of

         12  the Finance Committee in the near future on this

         13  whole issue, but for purposes of today, I'm glad

         14  we're voting in decreasing property taxes by $200

         15  million. Thank you.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Yassky.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Aye.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Oddo.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: May I be

         20  temporary excused to explain my vote?

         21                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: I just want to

         23  thank Subcommittee Chairman Avella, Land Use Chair

         24  Katz, my colleague Andy Lanza, for all their hard

         25  work in injecting some sanity into the communities
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          2  of Oakwood and Bay Terrace in protecting those

          3  communities.

          4                 I want to thank Chairman Vallone and

          5  the Speaker and Marcel the Great, and Chris Desieko

          6  from my staff for the Houses of Worship Bill. But

          7  I'd like to spend the bulk of my time talking about

          8  the preconsidered tax-fixing resos.

          9                 I don't think that there is a right

         10  vote or a wrong vote on these bills. And as

         11  important as this issue is, I think we really need

         12  to widen our perspective and really get to the heart

         13  of the matter, and Council Member Fidler is right,

         14  we need a way to fix this problem, and I think

         15  there's a bigger out there that we need to fix.

         16                 If we're so concerned about the level

         17  of property tax that our constituents pay, we as a

         18  body have to begin the dialogue in the action of

         19  addressing what causes those property taxes to go

         20  up. And there are four things, and we know them, and

         21  you've heard me say for two and a half years, but we

         22  haven't stood as a united body. Medicaid, debt

         23  service pension costs, health and fringe benefits,

         24  those things continue to grow, they feed the gaps

         25  and there's always pressure to raise property tax.
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          2                 So, we talk about property tax reform

          3  and some other fun language that I heard today, and

          4  I ask my colleagues, take a step back. Widen your

          5  perspective. We have a lot of work to do. We have

          6  the ability to use this body as a bully pulpet to

          7  get people to talk about it and to change.

          8                 There once was a day when we didn't

          9  control the Board of Education, and it took a lot of

         10  people to bang the table and go beyond with their

         11  definition of their job was to get it done. The

         12  problem that we're talking about today, and the

         13  Byzantine system, is a pimple on a raging malignant

         14  tumor, and that malignant tumor is the deficits that

         15  are created by those four things.

         16                 I ask the would-be Speaker candidates

         17  and all my colleagues, it's time to step up and

         18  demonstrate some leadership and let's be the voice

         19  out of City Hall leading this fight. Thank you.

         20                 I vote aye on all, with the exception

         21  of preconsidered Resos 1243 through 45.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gioia.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: Thank you. I

         24  vote yes.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Rivera.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA:  I vote aye.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Speaker Mr. Miller.

          4                 SPEAKER MILLER:  Aye.

          5                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: All items on

          6  today's General Order Calendar were adopted by a

          7  vote of 48 in the affirmative, zero in the negative,

          8  zero abstentions. With the exception of Intro. 70-A,

          9  which is adopted by a vote of 47 in the affirmative,

         10  one in the negative, zero abstentions, and Intro.

         11  564-A, which is adopted by a vote of 44 in the

         12  affirmative, three in the negative, and one

         13  abstention, and preconsidered Reso 1243, which is

         14  adopted by a vote of 44 in the affirmative, four in

         15  the negative, zero abstentions and preconsidered

         16  Reso 1244, which was adopted by a vote of 44 in the

         17  affirmative, four in the negative, zero abstentions,

         18  and preconsidered Reso 1245, which was adopted by a

         19  vote of 44 in the affirmative, four in the negative

         20  and zero abstentions.

         21                 Introduction and Reading of Bills.

         22                 SPEAKER MILLER: All items are

         23  referred to the Committee as indicated on the

         24  schedule.

         25                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Discussion
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          2  of resolutions.

          3                 None.

          4                 General Discussion.

          5                 Mr. Speaker.

          6                 SPEAKER MILLER: Just a couple of very

          7  nice announcements.

          8                 I want to welcome and say how pleased

          9  we are that Darlene Miele and Jimmy Vacca, who are

         10  going to be joining this body in January. Welcome,

         11  Council Member elect, Councilman elect. Very pleased

         12  that both of you are here, and we look forward to

         13  your service to the City.

         14                 I want to note that I believe it's,

         15  let's see, today is Wednesday, so Saturday is

         16  Council Member Al Vann's birthday. Happy birthday,

         17  Council Member Vann. Monday is Council Member Yvette

         18  Clarke's birthday. Also raising the roof.

         19                 And I'll just ask everyone to stick

         20  around for the -- Mike Nelson is next Wednesday.

         21  Mike, happy birthday to you. A lot of birthdays.

         22                 And I would ask you all to remain for

         23  the general discussion because at the end of the

         24  meeting we're going to adjourn the meeting in memory

         25  of two great New Yorkers.
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          2                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          3  Member Clarke.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Thank you,

          5  Madam Public Advocate.

          6                 My colleagues, on the introduction of

          7  bills today we have two pieces of legislation I'm

          8  asking for your support for -- are we at that point

          9  in the meeting? Okay, actually one piece of

         10  legislation. And this is the resolution -- I think

         11  I'm off. This is new legislation that we're talking

         12  about? Okay, Madam Public Advocate, excuse me. I was

         13  off.

         14                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         15  Member Liu.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Thank you.

         17                 My colleagues, November 6th was a

         18  very important day. My son Joey turned five years

         19  old. And also someone who should have made this

         20  announcement but didn't make the announcement, our

         21  esteemed Speaker Gifford Miller, turned a youthful

         22  and wise 36.

         23                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         24  Member Yassky.

         25                 Council Member Yassky?
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Thank you.

          3  Thank you very much, Madam Public Advocate. I just

          4  would like to alert my colleagues that we are joined

          5  today by a political science class from Harriett Van

          6  Ardsdale High School, in Brooklyn. They are seeing

          7  democracy at its finest, and it's particularly

          8  appropriate, I think, that they visit us here in a

          9  day when we were ensuring the rights of working

         10  people to be fully heard in the political process.

         11  And I just want to welcome this political science

         12  class. I know you all join with me in welcoming

         13  them.

         14                 Thank you, Madam Public Advocate.

         15                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Seeing

         16  nobody else, Mr. Speaker.

         17                 SPEAKER MILLER: My colleagues, can I

         18  ask you to rise, please? We had two losses as a City

         19  and as a body. Earlier this week the City of New

         20  York lost Bob Tish. He was a great New Yorker,

         21  somebody of boundless generosity, and just a lovely

         22  human being, for those of us who had the opportunity

         23  to know him. And I'd like to adjourn this meeting in

         24  his memory and also in the memory of Robert

         25  Gallagher, who was Dennis's brother, and was lost
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          2  suddenly this past weekend in a heart attack. It's a

          3  terrible loss to his family and to our City as well.

          4  And I'd like to ask you all to join in a moment of

          5  silence in recognition of their lives, and all that

          6  they did to make this world a better place and also

          7  to keep in mind their families who are grieving and

          8  whom we grieve with.

          9                 (Moment of Silence observed.)

         10                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you.

         11                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Meeting is

         12  adjourned.

         13                 (Hearing concluded at 3:00 p.m.)

         14

         15

         16

         17

         18

         19

         20

         21

         22

         23

         24

         25

                                                            62

          1

          2              CERTIFICATION

          3

          4

          5     STATE OF NEW YORK   )

          6     COUNTY OF NEW YORK  )

          7

          8

          9                 I, CINDY MILLELOT, a Certified

         10  Shorthand Reporter and Notary Public in and for the

         11  State of New York, do hereby certify that the

         12  foregoing is a true and accurate transcript of the

         13  within proceeding.

         14                 I further certify that I am not

         15  related to any of the parties to this action by

         16  blood or marriage, and that I am in no way

         17  interested in the outcome of this matter.

         18                 IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto

         19  set my hand this 16th day of November 2005.

         20

         21

         22

         23

         24

                                   ---------------------

         25                          CINDY MILLELOT, CSR.

                                                            63

          1

          2             C E R T I F I C A T I O N

          3

          4

          5

          6

          7

          8

          9            I, CINDY MILLELOT, a Certified Shorthand

         10  Reporter and a Notary Public in and for the State of

         11  New York, do hereby certify the aforesaid to be a

         12  true and accurate copy of the transcription of the

         13  audio tapes of this hearing.

         14

         15

         16

         17

         18

         19

         20

         21

         22

         23

         24                 -----------------------

                              CINDY MILLELOT, CSR.

         25

