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          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2                 SPEAKER MILLER: Council Member Gioia.

          3                 I know we have some special guests

          4  who are here today who really inspire all of us, and

          5  if you'd like to bring them up, Council Member

          6  Gioia.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: Thank you very

          8  much, Mr. Speaker, and thank you for all of your

          9  leadership for this City and for your service.

         10                 This is being televised on channel

         11  74, which will be broadcast over and over again on

         12  New York City television.

         13                 I'm very happy to be joined today,

         14  and I'd like to bring everybody up, the Geier

         15  family, and all of our newest sunny-siders. I'd like

         16  to bring everyone up here right now. Come on up.

         17  Let's give them a round of applause.

         18                 Hello, and welcome to City Hall. And

         19  welcome, more importantly, to New York.

         20                 I'd like to tell you a few important

         21  facts that you may not know.

         22                 Less than ten percent of the world's

         23  population, but nearly two-thirds of the world's HIV

         24  positive people live in Sub Sahara, Africa.

         25                 Of the 470 million people in Sub

                                                            5

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  Sahara in Africa, 25 million, including more than 2

          3  million children and 12 million women, are today

          4  living with HIV.

          5                 Most of those people could live

          6  normal, healthy lives with treatment. Yet, most do

          7  not have access to some of the simplest treatments

          8  that are common here in the United States.

          9                 Three million people in Sub Sahara in

         10  Africa were infected with AIDS in 2004. AIDS has

         11  killed more than 15 million people, including more

         12  than 2 million people in the past year in Sub Sahara

         13  in Africa. AIDS has orphaned 12 million children in

         14  Africa, and has reduced the average life expectancy

         15  from 62 years of age to 47 years of age.

         16                 The medicine to keep an HIV positive

         17  child or adult alive in Sub Sahara in Africa cost $1

         18  per day. Now, those are some sad facts.

         19                 I'd like to introduce you now to two

         20  people and to a family who have looked at these

         21  facts, looked at some of the issues around the

         22  world, and noticed how terrible they were, but also

         23  that they can be a force of good.

         24                 John Kennedy said many years ago that

         25  it is better to light a single candle than to curse
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          2  the darkness. And of all the people I have ever met

          3  in my life, I don't think I've ever met anyone who

          4  have lived that more than the Geier family, Ted and

          5  Sophia and MJ -- there you are. I didn't see you

          6  over there -- who sings like an angel, by the way.

          7  The Geier family has known tragedy, and tragedy has

          8  touched their lives. And they are an inspiration to

          9  me, the goodness with which they live their own

         10  lives, but also their ability and their willingness

         11  to go above and beyond.

         12                 Why don't I let you -- I'll let you

         13  guys tell the story.

         14                 I'll tell you a little bit about the

         15  Geiers, and then we'll read a proclamation, and then

         16  I'll let you guys say a few words and discuss how

         17  you came upon this.

         18                 First let us read this proclamation.

         19                 SPEAKER MILLER: If the clerk could

         20  read the proclamation.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Council, City of New

         22  York, Proclamation.

         23                 Whereas: The Council of the City of

         24  New York is pleased and proud to join family,

         25  friends and members of the community in honoring the
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          2  life of Hallie Geier and to proclaim September 24,

          3  2005 as "Kindness Day" in the City of New York; and

          4                 Whereas: Great communities thrive

          5  when its citizens demonstrate mutual respect and

          6  perform acts of kindness for each other; by working

          7  for the common good, individuals can create strong

          8  community bonds while building trust and respect for

          9  each other; this enables them to meet common

         10  challenges together and allows for peaceful and

         11  mutually beneficial resolutions to conflicts; and

         12                 Whereas: Today, we honor Hallie

         13  Geier, a young person whose life was dedicated to

         14  social responsibility and filled with kindness and

         15  respect for all people; beginning in kindergarten,

         16  when she wrote "People, be nice to each other. Love,

         17  Hallie", her wonderful writings have extolled a

         18  spirit of benevolence and selflessness; and

         19                 Whereas: Though Hallie Geier passed

         20  away at the age of eleven, the spirit of her

         21  kindness lives on in the hearts and minds of loved

         22  ones and those whom she inspired; New Yorkers

         23  touched by Hallie, together with her family, have

         24  formed The LOVE, HALLIE Foundation, which reaches

         25  millions of people with Hallie's message; the young
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          2  people of Hal's Angels have also inspired thousands

          3  of people throughout the United States to improve

          4  their communities and the world; and

          5                 Whereas: The problem of AIDS in

          6  Africa was particularly important to Hallie, who

          7  saved hundreds of dollars in lunch money to help

          8  fight the epidemic; inspired by her dedication, The

          9  LOVE, HALLIE Foundation has partnered with daytime

         10  television to raise awareness of the disease through

         11  their "Daytime Unites for Africa" campaign, the

         12  Foundation has also befriended the Children of

         13  Agape, a group of African orphans, some of whom have

         14  traveled to New York to serve as youth ambassadors;

         15  together with Daytime Unites for Africa, they will

         16  seek to raise awareness of the grave problem of AIDS

         17  in Africa; and

         18                 Whereas: Building on the exemplary

         19  life of Hallie Geier, all New Yorkers are encouraged

         20  to perform an act of kindness for others on

         21  September 24th, whether the recipient is a family

         22  member, friend, neighbor, stranger or even the

         23  environment, and to continue in the future by

         24  volunteering time or resources toward socially

         25  responsible causes; now, therefore
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          2                 Be It Known: That the Council of the

          3  City of New York declares September 24th, 2005 as

          4  "Kindness Day" in the City of New York and honors

          5  the life of HALLIE GEIER for her exemplary

          6  contributions to our City.

          7                 Eric Gioia, Council Member, 26th

          8  District; Gifford Miller, Speaker for the Entire

          9  Council.

         10                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you. Thank you,

         11  Council Member Gioia, and thank you to the entire

         12  Geier family. It is a real honor to have you here

         13  with us.

         14                 What Eric said is true, that you

         15  really inspired so many New Yorkers by your response

         16  to the tragedy of losing Hallie, and it means a lot

         17  to me personally since I actually met Hallie, and

         18  know what an incredibly sweet and beautiful person

         19  she was. And it's beautiful to me that you have

         20  taken this terrible tragedy and turned it into

         21  something that we can really all draw great strength

         22  from.

         23                 So, Ted, would you like to say a few

         24  words? We'd be very, very, very appreciative.

         25                 Thank you.
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          2                 TED: Well, first, the Geier family

          3  and everyone with LOVE, HALLIE Foundation wants to

          4  express our very deep and sincere thanks to the

          5  Council, and especially the Speaker and Councilman

          6  Gioia, who stepped right up right at the beginning

          7  and did everything they could to help us through and

          8  move on with our dreams to make this more than, more

          9  than just a tragedy.

         10                 They've been so encouraging and

         11  inspiring to us and in practical ways and in very,

         12  very personal ways, and we are so grateful for that.

         13  And the power that the Council has given us through

         14  the first year proclaiming Kindness Day, has made it

         15  possible for us to do all that we're doing, and to

         16  dream even bigger.

         17                 Our daughter said two things that

         18  have been our compasses and our inspiration. One,

         19  she wrote in her kindergarten notebook, "People, be

         20  nice to each other. Love, Hallie." We just think

         21  it's such a simple compelling message and we keep

         22  going back to it, and it helps us go in the right

         23  direction.

         24                 And the other which is the active

         25  message, which is to do something special. Do
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          2  something special so we keep looking for those

          3  opportunities.

          4                 And kindness, which is what we're

          5  here about today is, to us children helping

          6  children.

          7                 New York City's children are the best

          8  in the world and we all know that, and they have

          9  helped us help South African children who have been

         10  affected by AIDS. And the children here today

         11  represent the Agape Orphanage, which burned down in

         12  January, and when they came and visited us in April

         13  we were able to raise enough money to completely

         14  rebuild one of those buildings and to get started.

         15                 But these children do not think of

         16  themselves as victims. They think of themselves as

         17  healers. The woman who runs the orphanage who is a

         18  grandmother to several in fact, and a grandmother in

         19  reality to all of them, says they are wounded

         20  healers and that they share that with us being

         21  wounded healers.

         22                 When we told them -- we were actually

         23  at the American Consulate Office, this is a true

         24  story, about a week and a half ago, and while we

         25  were there getting the Visas for these children to
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          2  come and visit the United States to raise funds for

          3  children affected by AIDS in Sub Sahara in Africa,

          4  they saw Katrina happening on the television screen

          5  in the Consulate and they asked me about what was

          6  going on. They were worried because MJ was actually

          7  in Louisiana at the time. As you can see, she got

          8  out safely, but they asked me what was going on, and

          9  then they asked, if when they came to America they

         10  could help raise funds for those children affected

         11  by Katrina.

         12                 So, we're now announcing that ten

         13  percent of what we're going to be raising over the

         14  next few months will be going to help American

         15  children affected by Katrina.

         16                 Another -- and I'll make this brief,

         17  I promise, I'm almost done -- but in a few days a

         18  new campaign is starting. Sophia, my wife, writes

         19  for Days of Our Lives and has been on many soap

         20  operas, and she went to them after Hallie died, and

         21  they were talking for the last year about what the

         22  soap operas of America could do to help. And Sophia

         23  suggested how about every soap opera in America

         24  focus on AIDS in Africa in their scripts. Because

         25  this is the world that she knows. And the good news
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          2  is, is that starting next week the campaign is

          3  kicking off, every soap opera in America is going to

          4  include the issue in the scripts of the shows, one

          5  each week for nine weeks.

          6                 Soap Opera Digest is running a full

          7  page on it, every week a different one of these kids

          8  featured with one of the stars of the shows. So that

          9  will be happening, and, of course, all of it is

         10  aimed at raising funds to help children like these

         11  wonderful children.

         12                 So that begins next week. Hallie

         13  Stock will be a week from Saturday in Sunnyside

         14  Gardens Park, and we hope all of you will be there

         15  to help celebrate with us, especially you two guys.

         16  We really need you. And that's what we're doing now.

         17                 And I can't follow these guys, so the

         18  last thing we're going to do is we've asked these

         19  children to sing a sing with MJ that they've sung

         20  together for awhile now, and the song speaks for

         21  itself.

         22                 Thank you, again, so much for this

         23  time and for all of your help.

         24                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: Thank you very

                                                            14

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  much.

          3                 We've been joined by my colleague

          4  Council Member Letitia James.

          5                 Let me just say to all of you here,

          6  and everyone out in the audience today, and anyone

          7  watching on television, each of us is blessed with

          8  an enormous opportunity to do good. You never know

          9  how you'll make the biggest difference in the world.

         10  Whenever you stand up for an idea, though, you send

         11  forth a tiny ripple of hope, and truly when I look

         12  at the Geier family, you do that every single day,

         13  and it is incredibly inspiring. And I hope that

         14  everyone who is within the reach of my voice today

         15  will be inspired by you as I have been, and go out

         16  there and try to make the difference in the life of

         17  a child and in the life of our world.

         18                 So, thank you very much and God bless

         19  each of you.

         20                 MJ. I wish I had a drum, I'd do a

         21  drum roll for you right now.

         22                 SPEAKER MILLER: Council Member

         23  Christine Quinn. Council Member Quinn.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: If I could ask

         25  the folks from The Mouse Squad and Carol to come on
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          2  up and join us up here?

          3                 Well, while we're working our way up

          4  here, I just want to welcome all the folks from the

          5  three schools that are here and the folks from

          6  Mouse.

          7                 We have folks from Middle School 118,

          8  and the Lower East Side Prep, and Baccalaureate

          9  School for Global Education, and Freedom Academy.

         10  And these young folks are all part of the program

         11  that the Council has supported for many years, a

         12  program run by Mouse, which is really critically

         13  important to helping our schools get the type of

         14  computer and technology capacity that they should

         15  have, but they don't have, and it's really great

         16  that Carol and the folks at Mouse have done so much

         17  in expanding Mouse Squads throughout our schools, a

         18  lot because of the help of the City Council.

         19                 But today we're honoring again the

         20  work of Mouse and these three schools, because these

         21  young people and others have participated in a

         22  global exchange. And, so, we're taking the great

         23  work of Mouse and Mouse Squad and taking it not just

         24  out of the five boroughs but to other countries so

         25  we can take this model which is really effective of
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          2  helping improve public education and computer

          3  technology, but in perhaps the best way, by having

          4  kids do it for themselves in their own school.

          5                 So, we are very proud today to honor

          6  them for their terrific international exchange

          7  initiative.

          8                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you, Council

          9  Member Quinn, and we are so proud of Mouse. You do

         10  an amazing job. We're proud of the Council to be

         11  able to be supportive and we really believe in you

         12  and the work that you're doing.

         13                 We'd be appreciative if the clerk

         14  could read the proclamation.

         15                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: The Council, City

         16  of New York, Proclamation.

         17                 Whereas: The Council of the City of

         18  New York is pleased and proud to honor the Jordanian

         19  MOUSE Squad Exchange Program for its outstanding

         20  contribution to education; and

         21                 Whereas: MOUSE supported a student

         22  exchange program that brought ten students and two

         23  teachers from two Jordanian Schools (Yarmouk

         24  University Model School and Modern School in Amman);

         25  and
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          2                 Whereas: MOUSE Squad Exchange Program

          3  brought the Jordanian students along with their

          4  faculty members to New York City for three weeks to

          5  be trained in technology support from two New York

          6  City Schools (The Baccalaureate School for Global

          7  Education and Freedom Academy); and

          8                 Whereas: The Jordanian faculty and

          9  students spent their time learning how to utilize

         10  the MOUSE Program and implement it in their own

         11  schools; and

         12                 Whereas: Throughout their three week

         13  stay in April, the Jordanian students were taught

         14  several components of the MOUSE Squad Program

         15  including MOUSE Squad Training and the MOUSE Squad

         16  Job Shadowship with Citigroup; and

         17                 Whereas: During the months of July

         18  and August, MOUSE Squad Students, teachers and MOUSE

         19  staff traveled to Jordan to train four schools to

         20  implement the MOUSE Squad Program in their schools;

         21  now, therefore

         22                 Be It Known: That New York City

         23  honors THE MOUSE SQUAD PROGRAM and recognizes the

         24  fine work of students and faculty advisors who have

         25  made the Program a success, including:

                                                            18

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2                 Baccalaureate School for Global

          3  Education.

          4                 1) Sayed Zaidi.

          5                 2) Manav Nanda.

          6                 3) Gary Anthony.

          7                 4) Cessily Murf.

          8                 5) Mia Chin.

          9                 6) Madeline Brownstone (Faculty

         10  Advisor).

         11                 Freedom Academy.

         12                 Valian Springles.

         13                 Valdon Springles.

         14                 Roydel Sandy.

         15                 Talisha Lindore.

         16                 Shellyans Thornton.

         17                 Alonso Buendia (Faculty Advisor).

         18                 Signed this 15th day of September in

         19  the year Two Thousand and Five, Gifford Miller,

         20  Speaker for the Entire Council; Eric Gioia, Council

         21  member, 26th District, Queens; Alan Gerson, Council

         22  Member, 1st District, Manhattan; Christine Quinn,

         23  Council Member, 3rd District, Manhattan; Letitia

         24  James, Council Member, 35th District, Brooklyn; Joel

         25  Rivera, Council Member, 15th District, Bronx.
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          2

          3                 Whereas: The Council of the City of

          4  New York is pleased and proud to honor Middle School

          5  118 for educational excellence; and

          6                 Whereas: The Midel School MOUSE Squad

          7  of the Year Award was awarded to Middle School 118;

          8  and

          9                 Whereas: Under the Leadership of

         10  Faculty Advisor, Kyle Misisiazek, this MOUSE Squad

         11  made a dedicated effort to support the technology

         12  for their middle school community; and

         13                 Whereas: Middle School 118 MOUSE

         14  Squad students has done an excellent job at

         15  maintaining the school's technology; and

         16                 Whereas: Middle School 118 MOUSE

         17  Squad students were effective in demonstrating the

         18  importance of the data-driven MOUSE Squad help desk;

         19  and

         20                 Whereas: They kept regular and

         21  accurate electronic data on the Squad's operations

         22  in order to bolter their efforts to make the Help

         23  Desk a valuable resource for the Middle School; now,

         24  therefore

         25                 Be It Known: That the New York City
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          2  Council honors:

          3                 MIDDLE SCHOOL 118.

          4                 On receiving the Middle School MOUSE

          5  Squad of the Year Award, and recognizes the fine

          6  work of students and Faculty Advisors who have made

          7  the Program a success, including:

          8                 1) Edwin Villagomez.

          9                 2) Anastacia Gomez.

         10                 3) Marisa Scott.

         11                 4) Tykischa Jacobs.

         12                 5) Elias Peralta.

         13                 6) Shanice Scantelbury.

         14                 7) Kyle Misisiazek (Faculty Advisor).

         15                 Signed this 15th day of September in

         16  the year Two Thousand and Five.

         17                 Gifford Miller, Speaker for the

         18  Entire Council; Eric Gioia, Council Member, 26th

         19  District, Queens; Alan Gerson, Council Member, 1st

         20  District, Manhattan; Christine Quinn, Council

         21  Member, 3rd District, Manhattan; Letitia James,

         22  Council Member, 35th District, Brooklyn; Joel

         23  Rivera, Council Member, 15th District, Bronx.

         24                 Whereas: The Council of the City of

         25  New York is pleased and proud to honor the Lower
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          2  East Side Preparatory High School for educational

          3  excellence; and

          4                 Whereas: The High School MOUSE Squad

          5  of the Year Award went to the Lower East Side

          6  Preparatory (LESP) High School; and

          7                 Whereas: Under the Leadership of LESP

          8  Faculty Advisor, Ben Sherman, this MOUSE Squad made

          9  a spirited effort to support the technology for

         10  their high school community; and

         11                 Whereas: MOUSE Squad students worked

         12  to finding creative solutions to providing tech

         13  support through the usage of pocket PCs; and

         14                 Whereas: LESP MOUSE Squad students

         15  participated in the UBS Job Shadowship Program; and

         16                 Whereas: They utilized the ED Tech

         17  Resources section of the MOUSE Squad Wire to apply

         18  for and receive a ten thousand dollar grant from the

         19  Samsung Hope for Education Foundation; now,

         20  therefore

         21                 Be It Known: That the New York City

         22  Council honors:

         23                 THE LOWER EASE SIDE PREPARATORY HIGH

         24  SCHOOL MOUSE SQUAD and commends students and faculty

         25  advisors, including:
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          2                 1) GanXing Fan.

          3                 2) Yang Fan.

          4                 3) Rosinda Francis.

          5                 4) Chen Kui.

          6                 5) ZhiCheng Kin.

          7                 6) ZiFeng Lin.

          8                 7) Jiajin Lu.

          9                 8) ChongGuang Zhao.

         10                 9) HaunXe Su.

         11                 10) Changda Li.

         12                 11) DongFan Lei.

         13                 12) XiaoLin Liu.

         14                 13) Sherese Southwell.

         15                 14) YiYao Ruan.

         16                 15) JinYang Zou.

         17                 16) Ben Sherman (Faculty Advisor).

         18                 Signed this 15th day of September in

         19  the year Two Thousand and Five, Gifford Miller,

         20  Speaker For The Entire Council; Eric Gioia, Council

         21  Member, 26th District, Queens; Alan Gerson, Council

         22  Member, 1st District, Manhattan; Christine Quinn,

         23  Council Member, 3rd District, Manhattan; Letitia

         24  James, Council Member, 35th District, Brooklyn; Joel

         25  Rivera, Council Member, 15th District, Bronx.
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          2                 SPEAKER MILLER: Well, we are so

          3  honored that you're here with us, and we know that

          4  you have a Chairman, Peter Vincent, who is here.

          5                 Mr. Chairman, would you like to say a

          6  few words?

          7                 CHAIRMAN VINCENT: Thank you.

          8                 On behalf of MOUSE, we're very

          9  honored for this recognition today. Thank you. Big

         10  thanks to the whole Council, but especially to

         11  Speaker Miller for all the support you've given

         12  MOUSE over the past five years.

         13                 And I think we've got a few students

         14  here that I just want to point, we've got the

         15  Baccalaureate School For Global Education in Queens.

         16  Where are you? A little rally there.

         17                 The Freedom Rally in Brooklyn.

         18                 And our Lower East Side Prep guys.

         19  There we go.

         20                 Again, thank you very much for all

         21  the support we've gotten from the Council, and we

         22  look forward to further cooperation with the Council

         23  in the years ahead.

         24                 I think we have someone else who is

         25  going to say a few words, right?
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          2                 PARTICIPANT: At the Baccalaureate

          3  School For Global Education, the MOUSE Squad is an

          4  industry model technology help desk. We have a large

          5  active MOUSE Squad working to fill our need of

          6  keeping our school of over 150 computers running.

          7                 Whenever there is a computer

          8  breakdown, MOUSE Squad is there, saving the City

          9  tens and thousands of dollars.

         10                 Personally, MOUSE Squad has been very

         11  gratifying, allowing me to share my expertise, not

         12  only with my classmates, but internationally with

         13  Jordanian students.

         14                 To conclude, MOUSE Squad will be able

         15  to help me solve problems I may confront.

         16                 Thank you.

         17                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you all so

         18  much.

         19                 We're very proud of you, and think

         20  you represent the best that our City has to offer.

         21  Thank you so, so much for all your work.

         22                 God bless you.

         23                 Okay,.

         24                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Stated

         25  Meeting, September 15th, come to order, please.
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          2                 Stand for the Pledge of Allegiance.

          3                 (Pledge of Allegiance.)

          4                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Roll call.

          5                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Addabbo.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Here.

          7                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Arroyo.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER ARROYO: Here.

          9                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Avella.

         10                 (No response.)

         11                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Baez.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ: Here.

         13                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Barron.

         14                 (No response.)

         15                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Boyland.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: Here.

         17                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Brewer.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Here.

         19                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Clarke.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Here.

         21                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Comrie.

         22                 (No response.)

         23                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: DeBlasio.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEBLASIO: Here.

         25                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Dilan.
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          2                 (No response.)

          3                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Felder.

          4                 (No response.)

          5                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Fidler.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Here.

          7                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Foster.

          8                 (No response.)

          9                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gallagher.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Here.

         11                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gennaro.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Here.

         13                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gentile.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: Here.

         15                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gerson.

         16                 (No response.)

         17                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gioia.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: Here.

         19                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gonzalez.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER GONZALEZ: Here.

         21                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Jackson.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Here.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: James.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: Here.

         25                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Jennings.
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          2                 (No response.)

          3                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Katz.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Here.

          5                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Koppell.

          6                 (No response.)

          7                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Lanza.

          8                 (No response.)

          9                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Liu.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Here.

         11                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Lopez.

         12                 (No response.)

         13                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Martinez.

         14                 (No response.)

         15                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: McMahon.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Here.

         17                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Monserrate.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Here.

         19                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Moskowitz.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER MOSKOWITZ: Here.

         21                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Nelson.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Here.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Palma.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER PALMA: Here.

         25                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Perkins.
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          2                 (No response.)

          3                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Provenzano.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: Here.

          5                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Quinn.

          6                 (No response.)

          7                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Recchia.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Here.

          9                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Reed.

         10                 (No response.)

         11                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Reyna.

         12                 (No response.)

         13                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Sanders.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Here.

         15                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Seabrook.

         16                 (No response.)

         17                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Sears.

         18                 (No response.)

         19                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Stewart.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Yes.

         21                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Vallone.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Here.

         23                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Vann.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Yes.

         25                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Weprin.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Here.

          3                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Yassky.

          4                 (No response.)

          5                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Oddo.

          6                 (No response.)

          7                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Rivera.

          8                 (No response.)

          9                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Speaker Miller.

         10                 SPEAKER MILLER: Here.

         11                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: A quorum is

         12  present.

         13                 All rise for the Invocation of Rabbi

         14  Glass.

         15                 RABBI GLASS: Men and women of the

         16  City Council, one of the kindnesses bestowed upon

         17  humanity by our creator is the unit of time. If

         18  night did not follow day, nor weekend follow week,

         19  one would find it too difficult to put past failings

         20  behind in order to start anew.

         21                 All the more so, that within a few

         22  weeks within in the Jewish calendar, the old year

         23  will come to an end, and the new year will begin.

         24                 In the wake of 9/11, a new dawn has

         25  broken upon our City, and we anticipate the same for
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          2  the unfortunate victims of the Gulf Coast.

          3                 This is also the time to pray for a

          4  dawn of peace, hoping that this time next year all

          5  people's will enjoy freedom not maintained by armies

          6  but by God. Let me therefore wish that all of us be

          7  inscribed in the book of life for a happy and

          8  healthy new year.

          9                 Thank you.

         10                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you.

         11                 Motion to spread the invocation.

         12  Council Member Gerson.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Madam Public

         14  Advocate, it's my honor and privilege to move to

         15  spread the Invocation so eloquently delivered by my

         16  spiritual leader and that of my entire community,

         17  Rabbi Jonathan Glass.

         18                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Adoption of

         19  the Minutes, Council Member Fidler.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Madam Public

         21  Advocate, I move that the minutes of the Stated

         22  Meetings of June 23rd, June 30th and July 27th be

         23  adopted as printed.

         24                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         25                 Messages and Papers from the Mayor.
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          2                 Excuse me, Mr. Speaker.

          3                 SPEAKER MILLER: If I could ask all of

          4  my colleagues to rise.

          5                 For too long we have opened Stated

          6  Council Meetings with moments of silence for those

          7  who are lost, New Yorkers who are lost in Iraq, and,

          8  unfortunately, once again we need to begin this

          9  Council meeting in memory of PFC Jose Ruiz, who was

         10  killed in Iraq on August 15th. He leaves a wife and

         11  a nine-month-old daughter who lives in Council

         12  Member Jackson's district in Washington Heights.

         13                 We also open today's meeting with a

         14  moment of silence in memory of those who were lost

         15  in Hurricane Katrina and those who continue to

         16  suffer from its affects.

         17                 It has been a harrowing few weeks as

         18  our country has confronted this terrible disaster,

         19  and found ourselves wanting in our response, but

         20  needing an opportunity to give of ourselves and our

         21  City to those who are in terrible straights today.

         22                 New Yorkers have truly poured their

         23  hearts out, and that's been encouraging, but let's

         24  begin this moment with a moment of silent prayer for

         25  those who are lost and those who continue to suffer
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          2  both here, at home and abroad.

          3                 (Moment of Silence observed.)

          4                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you.

          5                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          6  Member Provenzano.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: Thank you.

          8                 I would like to ask, since this

          9  Council meeting was delayed due to a political rally

         10  being held on the steps, I would like to ask

         11  permission to vote on all Land Use items, and

         12  permission with unanimous consent to vote yes on all

         13  coupled general orders, and yes on all resos.

         14                 I have a commitment in my district.

         15                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: Thank you.

         17  I vote yes on all.

         18                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Messages and

         19  Papers from the Mayor.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 662, 663.

         21                 SPEAKER MILLER: Received, ordered,

         22  printed and filed.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Preconsidered M

         24  664.

         25                 SPEAKER MILLER: Rules, Privileges and
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          2  Elections.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 665.

          4                 SPEAKER MILLER: Finance.

          5                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Oh, sorry.

          6  Communication from City, County and Borough Offices.

          7  Forgive me.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Preconsidered M

          9  666 and 667.

         10                 SPEAKER MILLER: Both referred to the

         11  Committee on Finance.

         12                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Petitions

         13  and Communications.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: None.

         15                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Land Use

         16  Call-Ups.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 668, 669 and

         18  670.

         19                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

         20  Call-Up vote.

         21                 At this point, I'd ask the clerk to

         22  call the roll on all items coupled on the Call-Up

         23  vote.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Addabbo.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Aye.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Arroyo.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER ARROYO: Aye.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Avella.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Aye.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Baez.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ: Aye.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Barron.

          9                 (No response.)

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Boyland.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: Aye.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Brewer.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Aye.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Clarke.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Aye.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Comrie.

         17                 (No response.)

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: DeBlasio.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEBLASIO: Aye.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Dilan.

         21                 (No response.)

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Felder.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Aye.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Fidler.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Aye.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Foster.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Aye.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gallagher.

          5                 (No response.)

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gennaro.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Aye.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gentile.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: Aye.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gerson.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Aye.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gioia.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: Yes.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gonzalez.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER GONZALEZ: Aye.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jackson.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Aye.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: James.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: Aye.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Katz.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Aye.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Koppell.

         23                 (No response.)

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Liu.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Yes.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lopez.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: Yes.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Martinez.

          5                 (No response.)

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: McMahon.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: I vote aye on

          8  all Land Use Call-Ups.

          9                 Madam Public Advocate, I also request

         10  unanimous consent of my colleagues to vote yes on

         11  all General Order matters, all coupled orders.

         12                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Monserrate.

         14                 (No response.)

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Moskowitz.

         16                 (No response.)

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Nelson.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Aye on all.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Palma.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER PALMA: Aye.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Perkins.

         22                 (No response.)

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Quinn.

         24                 (No response.)

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Recchia.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Aye.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sanders.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Aye.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Seabrook.

          6                 (No response.)

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sears.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Aye.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Stewart.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Aye.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vallone.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Aye.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vann.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Aye.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Weprin.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Aye.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Yassky.

         18                 (No response.)

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Barron.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Aye on all

         21  items.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Perkins.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Aye on all.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Monserrate.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Aye.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Quinn.

          3                 (No response.)

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Speaker Mr. Miller.

          5                 SPEAKER MILLER:  Aye.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Rivera.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: I vote aye.

          8                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Today's Land

          9  Use Call-Ups were adopted by a vote of 36 in the

         10  affirmative, zero in the negative.

         11                 Communication from the Speaker.

         12                 SPEAKER MILLER: Let me open this by

         13  noting this is going to come as something of a shock

         14  to I think all of us, but Council Member McMahon has

         15  two cousins here who are Baronesses, and we want to

         16  welcome them.

         17                 They're his first cousins. One is

         18  Baroness Charlotte von Stromberg, and Baroness Meta

         19  Louisa von Stromberg. Both of you Baronesses, thank

         20  you for being here.

         21                 And Council Member Brewer has an

         22  introduction she'd like to make.

         23                 Council Member Brewer.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: I just want to

         25  say that Ali Davis, who has been --
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          2                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Quiet,

          3  please.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Ali Davis has

          5  been our legislative director for quite a few years,

          6  and she is leaving to go to the New York Public

          7  Library to be part of their development team.

          8                 Mr. Recchia, don't give her a hard

          9  time.

         10                 And I would like to say that she's

         11  also met the Manhattan Delegation's expectations and

         12  keeping us on track in terms of all of the budgets.

         13  So, thank you to Ali Davis.

         14                 Please stand up Ali Davis.

         15                 Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

         16                 SPEAKER MILLER: We're doing a number

         17  of important pieces of legislation today. There's

         18  one that I think is particularly important, and that

         19  is that today the New York City Council sends a

         20  clear message that we are concerned about our

         21  environment and our future by passing the Green

         22  Buildings legislation.

         23                 This is important legislation which

         24  will make an enormous difference in the lives of

         25  millions of New Yorkers, particularly our school
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          2  children. Because as we go forward as a result of

          3  this legislation, from now on buildings that the

          4  City of New York is building or substantially

          5  renovating will be done according to federal Green

          6  Building standards, and what that means is that our

          7  young people who have asthma, for example, will not

          8  be exposed to the same sorts of toxic substances in

          9  our schools that currently trigger asthma attacks.

         10  What it means is that our economy will be supportive

         11  because we'll be supporting and energizing a green

         12  building industry which is very much the future of

         13  the manufacturing industry, and it means that the

         14  City of New York will save money because we won't

         15  have to pay enormous energy bills and the like. It's

         16  common sense, sensible legislation, and I'm very

         17  appreciative of my colleagues' support for it.

         18                 Other than that, that concludes my

         19  communication today.

         20                 Thank you.

         21                 Say Discussion of General Orders.

         22                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Discussion

         23  of General Orders.

         24                 SPEAKER MILLER: There you go.

         25                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council
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          2  Member Palma.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER PALMA: Thank you.

          4                 I wanted to salute Gale Brewer, Bill

          5  DeBlasio and the Speaker for the leadership they

          6  have demonstrated in seeing to pass a bill that is

          7  of enormous importance. Insisting that our local law

          8  be interpreted broadly and independently will

          9  safeguard New Yorkers at a time when federal and

         10  state civil rights protections are in jeopardy.

         11                 There are many illustrations of

         12  cases, like Levin on marital status, Priore McGrath

         13  and Forrest that have either failed to interpret the

         14  City Human Rights Law to fulfill its uniquely broad

         15  purposes, ignore the text of specific provisions of

         16  law, or both.

         17                 With Intro. 22, these cases and

         18  others like them will no longer hinder the

         19  vindication of our civil rights.

         20                 The work of the Anti-Discrimination

         21  Center was particularly important to the development

         22  and passage of this bill, and its testimony is an

         23  excellent guide to the intent and consequences of

         24  legislation we pass today.

         25                 Statements from the Brennan Center
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          2  and Association of the Bar were also important to

          3  the Committee. I have copies of all three and invite

          4  my colleagues to take a look at them and review

          5  them.

          6                 And I would also like that a copy of

          7  each be placed in the record for today's Stated

          8  Meeting.

          9                 Thank you.

         10                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         11  Member Weprin.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Thank you,

         13  Madam Public Advocate.

         14                 Today we'll be voting on 690-A, that

         15  I, along with Council Members Quinn and Recchia and

         16  the Speaker have introduced.

         17                 This bill aims to eliminate the

         18  burden of utility tax on co-ops that produce and

         19  distribute their own energy for tenants.

         20                 There are three such buildings in the

         21  City, including North Shore Towers in my district.

         22                 During the blackout in August 2003,

         23  North Shore Towers were the only complex in the

         24  whole Queens/Long Island area to retain electricity

         25  and be lit up on the Queens/Long Island Skyline.

                                                            43

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  They were very proud of that fact.

          3                 City tax collectors, however, without

          4  regard for the true intent of the law, saw this as a

          5  chance to impose the utility tax on the co-op.

          6                 The did so levying retroactively back

          7  20 years to a bill of over a million dollars. This

          8  case was eventually settled for a little over

          9  $100,000.

         10                 Going forward, however, such

         11  confusion needs to be prevented. This bill is a

         12  common sense answer to an uncommon situation. Why is

         13  it tax that is intended for utility companies, such

         14  as Con Ed and Brooklyn Union Gas, being levied

         15  against environmentally and fiscally responsible

         16  co-op buildings?

         17                 This is simply unfair. I urge you to

         18  vote in favor of Intro. 690-A and help end utility

         19  tax confusion.

         20                 Thank you.

         21                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         22  Member Sears.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Aye on all.

         24                 Oh, I'm sorry. Sorry. I wanted to

         25  talk -- just let me stand up here. Sorry, I was
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          2  confused.

          3                 I want to thank the Chair of Zoning,

          4  my colleague Tony Avella, and Melinda Katz, Chair of

          5  the Land Use. I'm urging my colleagues to support LU

          6  551 and Reso 1158, and LU 552, 1159.

          7                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Quiet,

          8  please.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: This is a

         10  perfect example of how the integrity of the

         11  community can be maintained and at the same time

         12  fulfill the needs of development in a community.

         13                 I want to thank really both chairs,

         14  because they were most sensitive and professional in

         15  this area. The developer met the needs of the

         16  community. He expanded his community space from

         17  2,500 to 3,000 square feet, and also met the needs

         18  of what the community did not have, such as a

         19  supermarket.

         20                 People had to take buses and go into

         21  another community to buy their food. This developer

         22  met those needs, as well as meeting retail needs. It

         23  is a perfect marriage of the private sector, the

         24  community board, the elected officials and the

         25  community at large.
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          2                 So, I urge you to support that. It is

          3  an example of how all forces can work together. So,

          4  I thank you again and I thank my colleagues in

          5  advance.

          6                 Thank you, Madam Public Advocate.

          7                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          8  Member Sanders.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Madam Public

         10  Advocate, I rise to speak of one of our great hidden

         11  stars in the City Council, in the staff of the City

         12  Council, is leaving today, or tomorrow is her last

         13  day. She has worked hard in the background to make

         14  sure that New York City functions as effectively as

         15  possible. If New York City has moved forward, it's

         16  because of people like this one. This, of course, is

         17  Attorney Beverly Reid, who is leaving us.

         18                 Now, I'm only consoled by one thing.

         19  I'm consoled that --

         20                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Quiet,

         21  please. It's very difficult to hear him.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: That although

         23  she is leaving working with the City Council for the

         24  people of New York, she is not leaving the service

         25  to people of New York.
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          2                 So, in that sense she is going to

          3  list the local opportunities support committee, I

          4  think I got it, so I can say we're not losing a City

          5  Councilperson, we're gaining a list insider.

          6                 Beverly Reid, would you just stand

          7  for just a few seconds?

          8                 Thank you very much for your help to

          9  the City of New York.

         10                 Thank you, Madam Public Advocate.

         11                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         12  Member DeBlasio.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER DeBLASIO: Thank you,

         14  Madam Public Advocate. And congratulations to you.

         15                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you.

         16                 I'd like to speak about Intro. 22-A

         17  today, which I think is a very, very important piece

         18  of legislation, and something we should focus on.

         19  We've all been distracted the last few days, but

         20  we're allowed to do something I think will

         21  fundamentally improve the lives of New Yorkers going

         22  forward.

         23                 I want to first and foremost give

         24  credit to Council Member Gale Brewer for her

         25  tremendous advocacy in creating this legislation,
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          2  and to Speaker Miller for ensuring that it would be

          3  passed, to all the members of the General Welfare

          4  Committee and to the advocates who really pushed to

          5  make sure we do this, including most especially,

          6  Craig Gurion, and I want to thank Jackie Sherman,

          7  the Counsel to the General Welfare Committee, for

          8  her tireless work on this bill.

          9                 The bottom line is, we're in an

         10  environment now where on the federal and State level

         11  human and civil rights are being restricted more and

         12  more with every passing day, and it's an environment

         13  where localities have to stand up for their own

         14  visions of what makes the right kind of community

         15  and how we protect the rights of the individual.

         16  And New York City has a very, very rich history of

         17  protecting the civil and human rights of all people,

         18  but in an atmosphere where federal and State power

         19  might attempt to overcome those rights, we have to

         20  stand up through the legal process, through the

         21  legislative process and make clear that we intend

         22  for the judiciary always to respect our wishes as a

         23  locality first, and that's what Intro. 22-A does. It

         24  does a lot of other very important specific things,

         25  including protecting the rights of domestic partners
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          2  of all backgrounds, and of protecting against

          3  retaliation, protecting all whistle-blowers and all

          4  people who bring human rights and civil rights

          5  complaints to the Human Rights Commission against

          6  retaliation.

          7                 This is a very powerful and important

          8  piece of legislation, and I urge all of my

          9  colleagues to support it and really to assert the

         10  rights of New York City in this environment.

         11                 Thank you.

         12                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         13  Member Brewer.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Thank you.

         15                 I just want to reiterate what Council

         16  Members Palma and DeBlasio have said about Intro.

         17  22, and to say that it's thanks to Craig Gurion, the

         18  Anti-Discrimination Center and his colleagues,

         19  certainly Ali Davis, the departing legislative

         20  director, and Jackie Sherman mentioned earlier,

         21  Council Member DeBlasio and certainly Speaker Miller

         22  and Marcel van Ooyen for putting together something

         23  that is very unique and perhaps the first City to do

         24  this.

         25                 When you hear the discussion of the
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          2  hearings in Washington and the conversation going on

          3  at the Supreme Court, you realize the tremendous,

          4  how important it is for us here in New York to

          5  construe the City's Human Rights law independently,

          6  to make sure it is independently construed, to be

          7  sure that our civil right protection are stronger

          8  here than on the State or federal law. And we

          9  understand, too, how important it is, in terms of

         10  defining retaliation and protecting against it, and

         11  adding domestic partnership to the list of protected

         12  classes.

         13                 As Council Member DeBlasio said, this

         14  is just part of the bill. A great deal of work,

         15  thousands of meetings and hours and conversations,

         16  and I think the result is something that we should

         17  be very proud of.

         18                 I thank everyone who participated in

         19  it and I urge everyone to vote.

         20                 I also want to thank Council Member

         21  Quinn who has been very steadfast.

         22                 Thank you very much.

         23                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         24  Member Gennaro.

         25                 Could you please keep your voices
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          2  down?

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Thank you,

          4  Madam Public Advocate.

          5                 I wish to speak out in favor of

          6  Intro. 324-A, the Green Buildings Bill. I certainly

          7  wish to be associated with it with all the good

          8  things that, you know, Speaker Miller said on this

          9  bill, which I won't go over again, but I want to

         10  thank him in a special way for his leadership on

         11  this. He is a great environmentalist, and this is a

         12  great bill.

         13                 I also wish to thank the Buildings

         14  Committee and Madeline Provenzano for their

         15  leadership on this as well, and also thank in a

         16  special way the staff who worked so long and hard on

         17  this, Marcel and Russ Unger and Terzah Nasser and

         18  Jeff Haberman, and all the other staff that played a

         19  special role in this great bill. And I'm confident

         20  that any remaining issues that have to do with the

         21  forest products, jobs can be, you know, worked out

         22  in rule making, and I urge all my colleagues to

         23  support this great bill, 324-A.

         24                 Thank you, Madam Public Advocate.

         25                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council
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          2  Member Lopez.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: I would like to

          4  ask my colleagues to listen to me very carefully

          5  what I'm going to tell you now. It's an Intro. 693

          6  in front of you to create an Empire Zone in the

          7  Lower Manhattan Park. That intro required a piece of

          8  land that had been empty for 30 years set aside to

          9  produce affordable housing for New Yorkers.

         10                 At least 4,000 units can be built in

         11  there as a minimum. Right now that piece of land has

         12  been included in this bill, making sure that that

         13  piece of land will be jeopardized to make it

         14  permanently impossible for anyone to build in there

         15  unless an inclusionary zoning be put in place.

         16                 When we vote for this today, Intro.

         17  693, we are going to create an Empire Zone in the

         18  Lower Manhattan Park, but at the same time, each and

         19  every one of us need to be mindful of that you

         20  campaign into inclusionary zonings in every place

         21  that you went, that you talk about creating

         22  affordable housing for New Yorkers during this

         23  campaign. Here we are ready to jeopardize

         24  inclusionary zoning because the way that the Council

         25  chose to draft the bill was without making it
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          2  specifically clear that the Seaward Park extension

          3  land only can be built if inclusionary zoning is

          4  mandated in there.

          5                 I'm going to vote no in this bill.

          6  Not because I am against the Empire Zone. I favor

          7  the Empire Zone. But I am very clear that if I speak

          8  about inclusionary zoning, inclusionary zoning speak

          9  with your actions and not just with your words.

         10                 We campaign on that. We talk in this

         11  Council that inclusionary zoning for affordable

         12  housing is critical. We are getting ready to approve

         13  a bill without it.

         14                 Thank you.

         15                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Seeing

         16  nobody else -- oh, Council Member Gerson.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Madam Public

         18  Advocate, my colleagues, on the same issue, let us

         19  remember three years ago, or close to three years

         20  ago in the aftermath of 9/11, this Council approved

         21  the Empire Zone request for Chinatown and the Lower

         22  East Side out of recognition of the economic

         23  devastation of that area.

         24                 Today the area remains struggling.

         25  Garment manufacturing plants close every day, small
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          2  businesses close every day, streets are still not

          3  fully reopened, tourism has not returned to its

          4  former level. This community needs this Empire Zone

          5  designation. The only reason we didn't get it three

          6  years ago was because the Governor, in his lack of

          7  wisdom, chose to allocate one of the limited slots

          8  to a politically helpful area upstate. It was an

          9  outcry from the community and hence, we have a

         10  second opportunity today.

         11                 We must seize this opportunity. This

         12  is not a zoning designation, this is not a land

         13  disposition, nothing in this precludes affordable

         14  housing.

         15                 You all know how hard I worked on

         16  186, the Tenant Empowerments Act. I would do nothing

         17  which in any way undermines affordable housing.

         18                 In fact, this will help it. The track

         19  of land to which my colleague refers lies entirely

         20  within my district. It is City-owned land. It's been

         21  sitting for 30 years, and I am determined to see

         22  that it is developed in a way which generates

         23  significant affordable and low-income housing. This

         24  will help that. It will not preclude that. Nothing

         25  in this takes away the City's prerogatives on this
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          2  City-owned urban development land, but by creating

          3  the Empire Zone, you will encourage affordable

          4  housing by allowing the necessary mixed use. I

          5  implore you to vote yes on this.

          6                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Seeing

          7  nobody else, Report of Special Committees.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: None.

          9                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Reports of

         10  Standing Committees.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports of the

         12  Committee on Civil Service and Labor.

         13                 Intro. 629-B.

         14                 SPEAKER MILLER: Amended and coupled

         15  on the general order calendar.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports of the

         17  Committee on Economic Development, Intro. 693.

         18                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

         19  General Order Calendar.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports of the

         21  Committee on Finance. Intro. 690-A.

         22                 SPEAKER MILLER: Amended and coupled

         23  on the General Order Calendar.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reso 1126-A.

         25                 SPEAKER MILLER: Amended and coupled.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Preconsidered M

          3  666 and companion Reso 1154.

          4                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Preconsidered M

          6  667 and companion Reso 1155.

          7                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Preconsidered

          9  LU 562 and companion Reso 1156.

         10                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports of the

         12  Committee on Housing and Buildings.

         13                 Intro. 324-A.

         14                 SPEAKER MILLER: Amended and coupled

         15  on the General Order Calendar.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Preconsidered

         17  Reso 11476.

         18                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

         19  General Order Calendar.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports of the

         21  Committee on Land Use.

         22                 LU 534 and companion Reso 1157.

         23                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 551 and

         25  companion Reso 1158.

                                                            56

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 552 and

          4  companion Reso 1159.

          5                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Coupled.

          7                 SPEAKER MILLER: LU 553 and companion

          8  Reso 1160.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 556 and

         10  companion Reso 1161.

         11                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Preconsidered

         13  LU 564 and companion Reso 1162.

         14                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports of the

         16  Committee on Rules, Privileges and Elections.

         17                 M 650 and companion Reso 1163.

         18                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Preconsidered M

         20  664 and companion Reso 1164.

         21                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         22                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: General

         23  Order Calendar.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Intro. 22-A.

         25                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the
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          2  General Order Calendar.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Intro. 521-A.

          4                 SPEAKER MILLER: Laid over.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Resolution

          6  appointing various persons Commissioner of Deeds.

          7                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

          8  General Order Calendar.

          9                 At this point, I would ask the clerk

         10  to call the roll on all items coupled on the General

         11  Order Calendar.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Addabbo.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Aye on all.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Arroyo.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER ARROYO: Aye.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Avella.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Madam Public

         18  Advocate, may I have a few moments to explain my

         19  vote?

         20                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Thank you.

         22                 First of all, I want to congratulate

         23  the residents from Mott Creek that are here in terms

         24  of the rezoning that we're going to be approving

         25  here today.
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          2                 It is by far -- if I may, Madam

          3  Public Advocate?

          4                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Quiet,

          5  please.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: It is by far

          7  the worst example I have ever seen of developers

          8  trying to beat the clock before rezoning goes into

          9  effect. And I want to thank the Council, Council

         10  Member Sanders, but I also want to thank the

         11  Administration, Commissioner Burden and Commissioner

         12  Lancaster, because they've both been out there in

         13  that location, and most of all, the residents of

         14  Mott Creek, because they didn't give in, they

         15  continue to fight, and today they get their

         16  rezoning.

         17                 And I vote aye on all items, except

         18  for Intro. 693, in deference to my colleague,

         19  Council Member Lopez, I vote no.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Baez.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ: Aye.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Barron.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Excuse me,

         24  Madam Public Advocate, may I be excused to explain

         25  my vote?
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          2                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: I want to vote

          4  aye on all. On Intro. 693, in the interest of both

          5  my colleagues, and I see that there are differences

          6  on both sides, I'm certainly strong for affordable

          7  housing, I would rather see it permanent

          8  indefinitely and inclusionarily zoned in. So, I'm

          9  going to abstain on that one, because I think both

         10  my colleagues have a good point, and I abstain on

         11  Intro. 693.

         12                 Aye on all the rest.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Boyland.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: Aye on all.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Brewer.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Aye on all.

         17  And thank you for your support of Intro. 22-A.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Clarke.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: May I be

         20  excused to explain my vote?

         21                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Madam Public

         23  Advocate, I just wanted to add my voice to those who

         24  are in support of Intro. 324-A, constructing healthy

         25  green City buildings, I think this really is a
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          2  measure that is quite timely when you look at some

          3  of the school buildings within many of our

          4  communities, they date way, way, way back, and have

          5  had many, many problems in terms of preserving the

          6  health and wellbeing of our children in those very

          7  old school buildings.

          8                 These new buildings that we're about

          9  to construct should be using the best in technology

         10  and the best that we have in terms of construction

         11  materials in a very environmentally sound way. So,

         12  Madam Public Advocate, I just wanted to add my voice

         13  in support of Intro. 324-A, and vote aye on all.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Comrie.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Permission to

         16  vote on all Land Use Call-Ups?

         17                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Aye on all.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: DeBlasio.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEBLASIO: Aye on all.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Dilan.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: Aye on all.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Felder.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: May I be

         25  excused to explain my vote?
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          2                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Thank you.

          4                 Council Member James, it's an honor

          5  to sit near you.

          6                 I'm voting yes on all. I just wanted

          7  to mention that the item regarding the Empire Zone

          8  that I understand lies entirely in Council Member

          9  Gerson's district, so despite my respect for both

         10  Council Member Gerson and Council Member Lopez, I

         11  think that I will vote aye on that item as well,

         12  assuming that he knows what to do with his district,

         13  not like me.

         14                 Thank you very much.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Fidler.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Madam Public

         17  Advocate, may I be excused to explain my vote?

         18                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: As difficult

         20  as that may be to follow Simcha Felder.

         21                 On Intro. 693, you know, Council

         22  Member Lopez gave me a moment of pause because I

         23  think her words have a great deal of validity, but I

         24  also take Council Member Gerson at his word, and I

         25  know I can, that the land is City owned and that he

                                                            62

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  will do everything within his power to make sure

          3  that it's used for affordable housing.

          4                 On the Green buildings legislation,

          5  I'm a co-sponsor of that, yet -- and I'm going to

          6  vote for it, and I remain a little bit troubled, yet

          7  by the parts of the bill that could prejudice New

          8  York's forestry industry and the carpenters that

          9  work here in this City, and I would hope that those

         10  who would promulgate the regulations to enforce that

         11  would be mindful that the last thing that this

         12  legislation is intended to do, and the last thing

         13  that this Council wants to do, is hurt industry and

         14  workers in the City of New York, the State of New

         15  York. And having said that, I will then vote aye on

         16  all.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Foster.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Aye on all.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gallagher.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Madam

         21  Public Advocate, may I request unanimous consent of

         22  my colleagues to vote in the affirmative on all Land

         23  Use Call-Ups?

         24                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: I will be

                                                            63

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  voting aye on all coupled General Orders with the

          3  exception of Intro. 22-A, which I will oppose and

          4  vote no.

          5                 Thank you.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gennaro.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Aye.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gentile.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: Aye.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gerson.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Madam Public

         12  Advocate, may I be excused to explain my vote?

         13                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Thank you.

         15                 First of all, Council Member Felder,

         16  I assume that you know what you're doing in both of

         17  our districts, and I welcome that. And I said I

         18  assume.

         19                 One point I didn't get to make, I

         20  need to remind everyone, this request for an Empire

         21  Zone designation is part of a state ordained

         22  process.

         23                 If I could attach an amendment to

         24  mandate affordable housing, to mandate manufacturing

         25  centers, to mandate cultural centers, youth centers,
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          2  I would do it, we would do it with every empire zone

          3  application we have. But we have to follow the State

          4  process that is laid out before us. Every day we do

          5  not designate this as an empire zone, a garment

          6  manufacturing shop is being converted to luxury

          7  market rate housing, and that is the real danger,

          8  and that is why this will help preserve both entry

          9  level jobs and promote affordable housing by

         10  allowing for mixed use.

         11                 Again, there's a reason why every

         12  community resident who testified, testified in favor

         13  of this. There's a reason why this passed

         14  unanimously, on both the economic development and

         15  the Finance Committees, a reason why all of this

         16  local elected officials who represent this area,

         17  Senator Connor, Speaker Sheldon Silver, as well as

         18  myself support this, this is necessary due to the

         19  dire straights we face. Because the track we're

         20  talking about is City-owned land, subject to City

         21  disposition, we still have every opportunity to

         22  insist on affordable housing, and I will work

         23  tirelessly towards that goal as a result of the

         24  disposition of this land.

         25                 Thank you very much, all of my
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          2  colleagues for your support. And I vote aye on all.

          3  And congratulations to the sponsors of the other

          4  important legislation we're adopting today.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gioia.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: Yes.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gonzalez.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER GONZALEZ: Yes.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jackson.

         10                 (No response.)

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: James.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: Madam Public

         13  Advocate, may I be excused to explain my vote?

         14                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: To my colleague

         16  to my left, literally, but not figuratively, it's

         17  also an honor and a privilege to be seated next to

         18  you and to be in your mere midst, Councilman Felder,

         19  not only is he a gentleman but also a scholar.

         20                 With respect to this designation as

         21  Chinatown being an economic development zone, it's

         22  real important that everyone know that EDZ is a

         23  state designation, and it is prohibitive to put into

         24  the State statue anything other than its

         25  designation, and that this piece of land has been
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          2  designated as an urban development zone, which is

          3  also a state designation, and one does not supersede

          4  the other. And one does not preclude the ability to

          5  build affordable housing. EDZ is nothing more than a

          6  provision which would allow tax credits to

          7  businesses and small businesses, and, again, it

          8  would allow an opportunity for mixed use.

          9                 And, so, in the legislative record,

         10  there is some language to suggest which indicates

         11  our commitment, this legislative body's commitment

         12  to affordable housing, and that in no way would this

         13  Economic Development Zone designation prohibit or

         14  preclude the building of affordable housing, which

         15  we're all committed to.

         16                 I vote aye.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Katz.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Madam Public

         19  Advocate, to explain my vote?

         20                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: I just wanted to

         22  comment on the application in Rego Park. It was a

         23  Land Use item, it was about a block outside my

         24  district.

         25                 Council Member Sears who represents
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          2  that area terrifically has been working with the

          3  Committee and with the developers to make sure that

          4  it accommodates the community, and I think we've

          5  done a very good job at it. They've added community

          6  space, made sure there was a supermarket, made sure

          7  that there's residential, as well as commercial. I

          8  want to commend Council Member Sears for the work

          9  that she did in that, and also the developers who

         10  are working with the community, and the community

         11  board.

         12                 It was an example of what truly can

         13  happen when folks come together and compromise.

         14                 I vote aye on all.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lanza.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER LANZA: May I have

         17  unanimous consent to vote on Land Use Call-Ups?

         18                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER LANZA: Thank you. I

         20  vote aye on those. On the General Order calendar I

         21  vote no on Intro. 22-A and aye on the rest.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Liu.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Madam Public

         24  Advocate, may I be excused to explain my vote?

         25                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Thank you.

          3                 The great majority of us began

          4  service after the devastation of September 11th, and

          5  I think we've all had a pretty tough job after that.

          6  But I can say clearly that no one of us has had a

          7  tougher job than Council Member Alan Gerson, because

          8  his district includes Ground Zero. His district

          9  includes the Lower East Side of Chinatown, the area

         10  that was most deeply affected by September 11th. And

         11  it's a crying shame that Governor Pataki destroyed

         12  the application that our City put in two or three

         13  years ago. Now that opportunity is back upon us, and

         14  Council Member Gerson has been the most steadfast

         15  supporter and advocate for the communities that he

         16  represents, and I strongly defer to his decision and

         17  his wisdom representing his district. I vote yes on

         18  all items, and especially on Intro. 693.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lopez.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: Permission to

         21  explain my vote?

         22                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: One more time I

         24  am going to clarify what my position is with regard

         25  to this application for the Empire Zone.
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          2                 The Empire Zone is needed to

          3  stimulate the economy. The Council is sending a Home

          4  Rule Message. In the Home Rule Message, the Council

          5  could have put clearly in there that the Seward park

          6  land (phonetic) have to be an inclusionary piece of

          7  land, that anything, anything that is going to be

          8  developed in there must include affordable housing.

          9  That is not a contradiction. It has been explained

         10  by Councilwoman Letitia James, it's an application

         11  for economic development. Therefore it's not a

         12  contradiction to clarify further what silence will

         13  not clarify. Then when we don't want silence to be

         14  interpreted, what we do is clarify with words, and

         15  how do we clarify it? We say very clear that the

         16  Seaward (phonetic) park extension land must include

         17  affordable housing in any development that is there.

         18  It's not in contradiction with the piece of

         19  legislation we're sending. It's not in contradiction

         20  with the rules or the regulation, therefore, why not

         21  to put it? Why not to put it if we are committed to

         22  affordable housing.

         23                 Last but not least, I requested that

         24  to be put when this was going to be drafted. That's

         25  the reason my name is not there.
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          2                 I am not supporting this legislation,

          3  not because I am against the Empire Zone, we shall

          4  have the Empire Zone, but I believe that unless we

          5  put there clearly inclusionary zoning must be

          6  respected in that land, that this legislation should

          7  not be approved.

          8                 I vote no on 693; I vote aye in

          9  everything else.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jackson.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Madam Chair,

         12  may I be excused to explain my vote?

         13                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Thank you,

         15  Madam Chair.

         16                 And my colleagues, on this issue of

         17  693, obviously it's upon us right now. Clearly, I've

         18  had the opportunity to briefly discuss this with

         19  Margarita Lopez, Alan Gerson, Acting General

         20  Counsel, the Speaker and other individuals, to try

         21  to get as much insight as possible.

         22                 And let me just say that I am clearly

         23  in favor of affordable housing, and where possible,

         24  we should include affordable housing in all type of

         25  zones that we are designating or that's in front of
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          2  us.

          3                 And I appreciate my colleague,

          4  Letitia James's explanation. I know that prior to

          5  coming to the City Council she worked in the State

          6  Legislature, and I have high respects for her and

          7  her opinions.

          8                 My message is loud and clear. I

          9  understand that this piece of land that we're

         10  referring to is in Council Member Alan Gerson's

         11  district, and I understand that this issue was in

         12  front of us about three years ago. I want to see

         13  both. I want to see the Empire State Zone for the

         14  economic revitalization of Chinatown, and I want to

         15  see affordable housing.

         16                 Considering all things considered,

         17  the vote is upon us now, and I've listened to

         18  everything what everyone has to say, I wanted to

         19  explain my vote and to make sure that as we go down

         20  the road, that the issue of affordable housing was

         21  addressed within the community planning board and

         22  the processes that are in front of us.

         23                 And I vote aye on all.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Monserrate.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Aye on

                                                            72

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  all.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Moskowitz.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER MOSKOWITZ: I ask to

          5  vote on all Land Use Call-Ups. I vote aye on all.

          6  Thank you.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Nelson.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Aye on all.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Palma.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER PALMA: Aye on all.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Perkins.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Aye on all.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Quinn.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: Hi. Can I have

         15  unanimous consent to vote on the Land Use Call-Ups,

         16  and with the permission of Council Member Clarke, I

         17  want to vote aye on all with particular

         18  congratulations to Council Member Brewer. It's a

         19  very important piece of legislation that we're

         20  passing today in the human rights issue.

         21                 She's worked very hard for a long

         22  time to remain focused on this goal, and I'm very

         23  excited that we're meeting it today. So, I vote aye

         24  on Land Use Call-Ups, on all of the matters, and

         25  thank Council Member Clarke for the use of her
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          2  microphone.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Recchia.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Aye.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sanders.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Madam Public

          7  Advocate, permission to explain my view?

          8                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: I want to

         10  speak quickly on two different issues. On Intro.

         11  693, I want to commend Council Member Lopez for

         12  giving us a new way of looking at an EDZ, an Empire

         13  Zone designation, that where we can look at it, also

         14  in terms of affordable housing. I think that this

         15  type of out-of-the box thinking is what is needed to

         16  create affordable housing in New York City, so I

         17  commend her.

         18                 I also want to commend Council Member

         19  Gerson, as being a steadfast proponent of affordable

         20  housing. So, I am confident that the situation there

         21  under his leadership will be safe.

         22                 And in terms of the rezoning in my

         23  own district, as a passionate proponent of

         24  downzoning, I'm aggrieved that some people have

         25  misstated my view.
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          2                 Since talk is cheap, always follow

          3  the action.

          4                 I vote aye on all.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Seabrook.

          6                 (No response.)

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sears.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Aye.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Stewart.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: I vote aye on

         11  all.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vallone.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Aye on all,

         14  except 22-A, on which I abstain.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vann.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Aye on all.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Weprin.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Aye on all.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Yassky.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: I request

         21  permission to vote on Land Use Call-Ups, if I may?

         22                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Thank you.

         24                 I'd like to vote aye on Land Use

         25  Call-Ups, and aye on all the General Order bills
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          2  before us.

          3                 I particularly would like to thank

          4  Chair Addabbo and Speaker Miller for moving Intro.

          5  629-B through this Council. What this bill will do

          6  is provide penalties for businesses that lock their

          7  employees in their business overnight.

          8                 I don't mean that the doors are

          9  locked from the inside, I mean they're locked from

         10  the outside, so that if God forbid there's a fire or

         11  somebody has a heart attack, they can't get out.

         12                 We had a hearing when Chair Addabbo

         13  held a hearing on this bill, we heard from workers

         14  who were locked in overnight, now it's been 80 years

         15  since the Triangle Shirt Waist Fire, I would think

         16  that people have learned this lesson, it's 1905 or

         17  1915, it's 2005, it's just unconscionable that there

         18  are employers that would do this. This bill will

         19  penalize that, and I thank you, Speaker Miller and

         20  Chair Addabbo, for pushing this bill through.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Oddo.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: With unanimous

         23  consent, I'd like to vote on Land Use Call-Ups.

         24                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: And before I
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          2  vote, I just wanted to thank Fox 5 News for Labor

          3  Day Night, hard-hitting piece of journalism about

          4  the City Council and our lack of etiquette.

          5                 I would like to vote no on Intro.

          6  22-A, and aye on all others.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Rivera.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA:  I vote aye.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Speaker Mr. Miller.

         10                 SPEAKER MILLER:  I vote aye.

         11                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: All items on

         12  today's General Order Calendar were adopted by a

         13  vote of 45 in the affirmative, zero negative, zero

         14  abstentions, with the exception of Intro. 22-A,

         15  which was adopted by a vote of 41 in the

         16  affirmative, three in the negative, and one

         17  abstention; and Intro. 693, which was adopted by a

         18  vote of 42 in the affirmative, two in the negative

         19  and one abstention.

         20                 Revised Land Use Call-Ups were

         21  adopted by a vote of 45 in the affirmative, zero in

         22  the negative.

         23                 Introduction and Reading of Bills.

         24                 SPEAKER MILLER: All items are

         25  referred to the Committee as indicated in the
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          2  schedule.

          3                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Discussion

          4  of Resolutions.

          5                 Council Member Avella.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Thank you,

          7  Madam Public Advocate.

          8                 I want to bring everybody's attention

          9  to Reso, Preconsidered Reso 1149. First of all, I

         10  would like to thank the Speaker, Council Member

         11  David Weprin, Chair of the Finance Committee, for

         12  their support of this resolution.

         13                 As everybody knows, the price of

         14  gasoline has been going up exponentially, and the

         15  sales tax, which is a combination of City and State,

         16  because it's a percentage and not a fixed rate,

         17  there's been --

         18                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Quiet,

         19  please.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Thank you,

         21  Madam Public Advocate.

         22                 Has been unfairly taxing the

         23  residents and the motorists of this City. This

         24  resolution urges the State Legislature to give the

         25  City and the City Council the authority to change
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          2  from a percentage to a flat rate and hopefully we

          3  could make it run at a lower rate than it has been

          4  for the past couple years.

          5                 This will give everybody in this City

          6  a benefit, a break, and also help the economy. We

          7  absolutely must do something about the high rate of

          8  gasoline, and this is one way the City Council can

          9  get involved, and I urge my colleagues to support

         10  it.

         11                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you.

         12                 Seeing nobody else, on the Resolution

         13  1149, all in favor?

         14                 Opposed?

         15                 Adopted.

         16                 General Discussion.

         17                 Council Member Fidler.

         18                 Oh, excuse me, Mr. Speaker, I didn't

         19  see you.

         20                 SPEAKER MILLER: Okay.

         21                 I just wanted to ask all of my

         22  colleagues to join me in a round of applause for our

         23  colleague Diana Reyna, who has the best reason that

         24  she is not coming to the Stated Council Meeting we

         25  can think of, which is that Diana gave birth on
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          2  September 6th to a beautiful healthy baby boy,

          3  Diego, and we wish her and her entire family our

          4  love, our very best wishes, for her future and his

          5  future and the whole family. So, congratulations to

          6  her.

          7                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          8  Member Fidler.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Actually, the

         10  Speaker just took those words right out of my mouth.

         11                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         12  Member DeBlasio.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER DeBLASIO: I want to

         14  join in the congratulations to Diana, and her

         15  beautiful baby.

         16                 I want to draw everyone's attention

         17  to a Resolution that Council Member Stewart and I

         18  have introduced today, which will be taken up in the

         19  near future. But everyone should realize that the

         20  content is very pressing because it involves people

         21  who are living here in our country and are

         22  threatened with being deported by the Department of

         23  Homeland Security, even though their cases have

         24  tremendous humanitarian ramifications.

         25                 I know a number of members of the
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          2  Council have been concerned about this issue, and I

          3  want to cite in particular the case of Chiba Aza

          4  Acuri (phonetic), who is originally from Nigeria,

          5  who now lives and works in my district as a

          6  minister, preaching and working with convicts and

          7  ex-convicts and doing very, very important work.

          8                 But because of an offense he

          9  committed almost 20 years ago, he is about to be

         10  deported because of new laws in our country, and the

         11  resolution that Council Member Stewart and I are

         12  putting forward calls upon the federal authorities

         13  to use their discretion in such cases, and the case

         14  where someone is contributing greatly to their

         15  community on helping others, and have overcome

         16  whatever mistakes they've made in the past, that

         17  they be given reconsideration. Especially someone

         18  who is contributing so much to our community.

         19                 Another case, Andrea Mortlock

         20  (phonetic), originally from Jamaica, also had some

         21  trouble with the law in the past, but now has two

         22  children, both US citizens, and unfortunately Ms.

         23  Mortlock has been diagnosed with HIV and AIDS, to

         24  send her out of the country would threaten her

         25  survival and also leave her children in a horrible
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          2  circumstance.

          3                 So, what we're calling upon is the

          4  federal government to take these individual cases

          5  into account and apply this law with concern for the

          6  individual.

          7                 Thank you.

          8                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          9  Member Recchia.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Yes, I will

         11  ask my colleagues to sign onto Resolution 1152. It's

         12  a resolution for Live Theatre Week in January when

         13  the theatre district is slow. And we're going to

         14  have discounts. It's going to be a whole process, a

         15  whole procedure for the theatres in New York City. I

         16  ask all my colleagues to please sign onto it. Thank

         17  you.

         18                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         19  Member Seabrook. Hello. Would you like to vote?

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Yes, Madam

         21  President, I certainly would.

         22                 With your permission I'd like to do

         23  that, vote on all Land Use Call-Ups, all

         24  resolutions, all items of today, I vote yes.

         25                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered,
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          2  and you have my permission.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Thank you.

          4                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          5  Member James.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: To all of my

          7  colleagues, I wish to congratulate all of them who

          8  had primaries yesterday on their successful

          9  victories. And in the absence of Councilman

         10  Martinez, I would like to bring this body's

         11  attention to Reso 1150.

         12                 We've all seen before our eyes the

         13  devastation in New Orleans, in Mississippi, in

         14  Florida. We saw the victims of Katrina, the people

         15  who are left behind. This resolution denounces the

         16  federal government and FEMA in their failure to

         17  respond in a timely fashion to the greatest natural

         18  tragedy in this country's history.

         19                 They're still suffering. They're

         20  still suffering. New Orleans is still under water.

         21  People died in watery graves, and it was unfortunate

         22  that the majority of the victims in New Orleans were

         23  people of color, and so race and class,

         24  unfortunately, again, matters. It matters on how the

         25  government responds in time of tragedy. And it's
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          2  unfortunate that it matters in times of tragedy.

          3                 And I would urge all of my colleagues

          4  to sign onto this bill. I would urge all of my

          5  colleagues to provide resources to those families in

          6  need in the Gulf states. I would ask all of my

          7  colleagues to provide to the Red Cross and to other

          8  organizations that are collecting donations, and I

          9  would ask all of my colleagues to keep their

         10  families and their victims of this horrific tragedy

         11  in their prayers.

         12                 Thank you.

         13                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         14  Member Vann.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Thank you, Madam

         16  Public Advocate.

         17                 Actually, Council Member James said

         18  it quite well. That was the sentiment that I wanted

         19  to express, both in terms of Resolution 1150 and

         20  also 1151, which calls for the Mayor to ask for a

         21  budget amendment, if you will, an appropriation to

         22  be made to the Red Cross.

         23                 What I would ask us to bear in mind,

         24  that New Yorkers have responded well to the media

         25  crisis.  I'm very proud of New Yorkers, they have
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          2  really responded with their heart and with their

          3  pocketbook.

          4                 But the day will come when it will no

          5  longer be a media item, if you will, a press item,

          6  and the crisis will not be over. It's not going to

          7  be over in a few weeks. It's not going to be over in

          8  a few months. It's going to be a long-term recovery.

          9  I'm hoping that our City will be prepared to be

         10  supportive for the long term.

         11                 Yes, let's give now and do all that

         12  we can. Let's regroup and come back with a plan so

         13  over a long period of time, we'll be able to be of

         14  support and benefit to so many people who have been

         15  victimized by this disaster.

         16                 Thank you.

         17                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Seeing

         18  nobody else -- excuse me. I have one more thing to

         19  read.

         20                 All items in today's General Order

         21  Calendar were adopted by a vote of 46 in the

         22  affirmative, with the exception of Intro. 22-A,

         23  which was adopted by 42 in the affirmative, three

         24  negative, one abstention; and Intro. 693, which is

         25  43 in the affirmative, two negative, one abstention.
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          2                 Revised Land Use Call-Ups were

          3  adopted by a vote of 46 in the affirmative.

          4                 The meeting of September 15th is

          5  adjourned.

          6                 (Hearing concluded at 3:40 p.m.)
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