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          2                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: I call the

          3  meeting to order. Roll call.

          4                 Oh, I'm sorry. All rise to the Pledge

          5  of Allegiance.

          6                 (Pledge of Allegiance.)

          7                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Roll call.

          8                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Addabbo.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Here.

         10                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Arroyo.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER ARROYO: Here.

         12                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Avella.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Here.

         14                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Baez.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ: Here.

         16                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Barron.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Here.

         18                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Boyland.

         19                 (No response.)

         20                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Brewer.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Here.

         22                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Clarke.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Here.

         24                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Comrie.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Here.
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          2                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: DeBlasio.

          3                 (No response.)

          4                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Dilan.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: Here.

          6                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Felder.

          7                 (No response.)

          8                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Fidler.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Here.

         10                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Foster.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Here.

         12                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gallagher.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Here.

         14                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gennaro.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Here.

         16                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gentile.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: Here.

         18                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gerson.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Here.

         20                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gioia.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: Here.

         22                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gonzalez.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER GONZALEZ: Here.

         24                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Jackson.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Here.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: James.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: Here.

          4                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Jennings.

          5                 (No response.)

          6                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Katz.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Here.

          8                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Koppell.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Here.

         10                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Lanza.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER LANZA: Here.

         12                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Liu.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Here.

         14                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Lopez.

         15                 (No response.)

         16                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Martinez.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Here.

         18                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: McMahon.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Here.

         20                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Monserrate.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Here.

         22                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Moskowitz.

         23                 (No response.)

         24                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Nelson.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Here.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Palma.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER PALMA: Here.

          4                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Perkins.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Here.

          6                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Provenzano.

          7                 (No response.)

          8                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Quinn.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: Here.

         10                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Recchia.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Here.

         12                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Reed.

         13                 (No response.)

         14                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Reyna.

         15                 (No response.)

         16                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Sanders.

         17                 (No response.)

         18                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Seabrook.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Here.

         20                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Sears.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Here.

         22                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Stewart.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Here.

         24                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Vallone.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Here.
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          2                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Vann.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Here.

          4                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Weprin.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Here.

          6                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Yassky.

          7                 (No response.)

          8                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Oddo.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Here.

         10                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Rivera.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: Here.

         12                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Speaker Miller.

         13                 SPEAKER MILLER: Here.

         14                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: A quorum is

         15  present.

         16                 Invocation. All rise. To be delivered

         17  by Father James Hayes.

         18                 FATHER HAYES: God, our Creator, we

         19  assemble in this City Council Chamber this day, we

         20  pause and pay attention to our vocation as stewards

         21  of this City and those dedicated to the public

         22  trust.

         23                 We gather as united members of this

         24  Council. We seek guidance, inner courage and wisdom.

         25  As we administer our office, let this spirit of
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          2  right judgment speak to the heart.

          3                 May we encourage due respect for all

          4  life and diversity within this City.

          5                 May all of our deliberations and

          6  discussions today be empowered with mercy and

          7  justice.

          8                 May our legislation drafted here and

          9  voted upon this day continue to become the

         10  foundation of good government.

         11                 Assist these guardians here with

         12  counsel, fortitude and a sense of inner wisdom, and

         13  we come this day with heads bowed and hearts open.

         14                 May we, as members of this City

         15  Council, move with clear purpose to assume again our

         16  role as stewards within our communities.

         17                 May we, as the leaders of this City,

         18  inspire and empower groups that do not have a voice,

         19  and so to foster and build a future for all.

         20                 May we find that inner strength and

         21  may that spirit of wisdom be always present in our

         22  hearts. May the spirit of gratitude and its grace

         23  all gathered here who have committed themselves to

         24  public service as the stewards and guardians of this

         25  magnificent City.
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          2                 May we also keep in mind in our

          3  hearts and minds this day, the victims and families

          4  of the recent hurricanes, Katrina and Rita, in our

          5  gulf states.

          6                 Let us keep in mind all the

          7  volunteers, the uniformed and social service agency

          8  workers and first responders who are giving of time

          9  and talent in the rescue recovery effort; and let us

         10  also lift a prayer of gratitude to all the ordinary,

         11  quote/unquote citizens heroes of our City, who

         12  donated food, money, clothing and those who even

         13  delivered these supplies to the affected areas.

         14                 Let us also, in the spirit of

         15  gratitude, offer a word of thanksgiving for all who

         16  opened their hearts and homes to our fellow citizens

         17  who lost everything in these tragedies.

         18                 And let us all speak with one voice

         19  as stewards, guardians and public servants by saying

         20  amen.

         21                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Motion to

         22  spread the invocation by Council Member Dilan.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: Madam Public

         24  Advocate, I make a motion to spread the invocation

         25  in full upon the record.
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          2                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

          3                 Speaker Miller.

          4                 SPEAKER MILLER: I'm sorry to say, I

          5  have to ask all of my colleagues to rise again.

          6                 As we do before every City Council

          7  meeting it seems these days, we take a moment now to

          8  recognize the loss of Staff Sergeant Ragelio Nalon,

          9  and pray for his wife and two daughters who he left

         10  behind, making the ultimate sacrifice for our

         11  country. He was killed in Iraq on September 17th,

         12  and we pray for his soul, for his family for those

         13  who grieve, and for all those who have made this

         14  sacrifice on our behalf, and we pray that the men

         15  and women who serve us abroad come home soon safely

         16  so that we don't have to continue to have these

         17  moments of silence before every Stated Council

         18  Meeting.

         19                 (Moment of Silence observed.)

         20                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you.

         21                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Adoption of

         22  the minutes as printed by Council Member Liu.

         23                 Council Member Liu. Council Member

         24  Liu, could you just move that we adopt the minutes?

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: I move that the
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          2  minutes of the Stated Meeting of August 17th, 2005

          3  be adopted as printed.

          4                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

          5                 Messages and papers from the Mayor.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 671.

          7                 SPEAKER MILLER: Health.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 672.

          9                 SPEAKER MILLER: Transportation.

         10                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM:

         11  Communication from City, County and Borough Offices.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 673 on page

         13  one, through M 682 on page three.

         14                 SPEAKER MILLER: All referred to the

         15  Committee on Transportation.

         16                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Petitions

         17  and Communications.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: None.

         19                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Land Use

         20  Call-Ups.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 683 and 684.

         22                 SPEAKER MILLER: Both coupled on the

         23  Call-Up vote.

         24                 At this point I call the roll, ask

         25  the clerk to call the roll on all items coupled on
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          2  the Call-Up vote.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Addabbo.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Aye.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Arroyo.

          6                 (No response.)

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Avella.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Aye.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Baez.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ: Aye.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Barron.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Aye.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Boyland.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: Aye.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Brewer.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Aye.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Clarke.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Aye.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Comrie.

         20                 (No response.)

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Dilan.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: Aye on all.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Felder.

         24                 (No response.)

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Fidler.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Aye on all.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Foster.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Aye on all.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gallagher.

          6                 (No response.)

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gennaro.

          8                 (No response.)

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gentile.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: Aye on all.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gerson.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Aye on all.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gioia.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: I vote yes on

         15  all.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gonzalez.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER GONZALEZ: Aye on all.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jackson.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Aye.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: James.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: Aye on all.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jennings.

         23                 (No response.)

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Katz.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Aye on all.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Koppell.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Aye on all.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lanza.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER LANZA: Aye.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Liu.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Yes.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lopez.

          9                 (No response.)

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Martinez.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Aye on all.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: McMahon.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Aye.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Monserrate.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Aye.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Moskowitz.

         17                 (No response.)

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Nelson.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Aye.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Palma.

         21                 (No response.)

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Quinn.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: Aye.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Recchia.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Aye.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sanders.

          3                 (No response.)

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Seabrook.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Aye on all.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sears.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Aye.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Stewart.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Aye.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vallone.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Aye.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vann.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Aye.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Weprin.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Aye.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Yassky.

         17                 (No response.)

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: DeBlasio.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER DeBLASIO: Aye.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gennaro.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Yes.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Perkins.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Aye. Still

         24  here.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Oddo.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Aye.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Rivera.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA:  Aye.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Speaker Mr. Miller.

          6                 SPEAKER MILLER:  Aye.

          7                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Today's Land

          8  Use Call-Ups were adopted by a vote of 40 in the

          9  affirmative, zero in the negative.

         10                 Communication from the Speaker.

         11                 SPEAKER MILLER: Well, my colleagues,

         12  we're doing a number of important pieces of

         13  legislation and other elements today.

         14                 I do want to mention one Land Use

         15  matter that is happening in my district. In my

         16  district the Witkoff Group has applied for a zoning

         17  change from light manufacturing to residential,

         18  along with a special permit for a garage. And

         19  neighbors at 440 East 62nd Street have been

         20  concerned about the effect of this new building on

         21  their light and air while supporting the general

         22  concept of the rezoning, as I do, and as does the

         23  community board and the majority of the community,

         24  because clearly East 62nd Street is not an

         25  appropriate place for light manufacturing. It's a
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          2  residential community and should be rezoned as such.

          3                 And I just want to note the Witkoff

          4  group has agreed already to a number of design

          5  changes to minimize its impact, and they committed

          6  to a continued process to try and further minimize

          7  their building's impact on the light and air of the

          8  residents of 440 East 62nd Street, which we

          9  appreciate.

         10                 Specifically they have indicated that

         11  as the building is being designed they'll make their

         12  best efforts to move the tower further east and to

         13  shave back some of the bulk from the west side of

         14  the tower, if possible, or to take a deeper notch of

         15  the northwest corner of the proposed building.

         16                 I just want to note that we

         17  appreciate those commitments on the part of the

         18  Witkoff group, that they have been very solicitious

         19  in working with the community in order to make sure

         20  that this application does reflect the needs of this

         21  residential community and of the City in general,

         22  and so I'm very pleased to be able to indicate my

         23  support for this measure, as well as to thank the

         24  neighbors, the community, the residents of East 62nd

         25  Street and the Witkoff group for working together in
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          2  precisely the kind of process that we're supposed to

          3  be having here in the Council in order to ensure

          4  that our City's zoning policies reflect the needs of

          5  all New Yorkers and of the communities in which

          6  those zoning areas are representative.

          7                 So, I want to thank my colleagues for

          8  their support with that, and with that, that

          9  concludes my communication this week.

         10                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Discussion

         11  of General Orders.

         12                 Council Member Avella.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Thank you,

         14  Madam Public Advocate.

         15                 I just want to bring to my

         16  colleagues' attention Land Use No. 543 and Reso

         17  1180. We are about to rezone another community in

         18  the City and that being College Point. It's

         19  something long overdue. Unfortunately, College Point

         20  has been one of the worst examples of

         21  overdevelopment and improper zoning from 1961, and I

         22  would certainly appreciate my colleagues' support on

         23  that item.

         24                 Thank you.

         25                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council
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          2  Member Gerson.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Madam Public

          4  Advocate, I rise to urge my colleagues to vote in

          5  the affirmative on the Land Use, land disposition

          6  issue pertaining to the sale of City land known as

          7  site 5 B in Tribeca.

          8                 I want to acknowledge and thank the

          9  leadership and support of this Council, all of my

         10  colleagues on the Subcommittee, and its Chair Miguel

         11  Martinez, on the Land Use Committee and its Chair,

         12  Council Member Melinda Katz, and of course, Speaker

         13  Gifford Miller and the Land Use and Speaker's staff.

         14                 I just want to make the point for my

         15  colleagues and for the record and all, with the

         16  adoption of this, we not only allow an important

         17  project to go forward, but we allow it to go forward

         18  with insistence on full and adequate protections to

         19  those who will be impacted by the project,

         20  especially during the construction period.

         21                 This project is taking place directly

         22  adjoining an elementary school, and what we have

         23  done by approving this land disposition predicated

         24  on a noise abatement agreement, we have set a new

         25  policy which involves new noise abatement
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          2  technology.

          3                 We have said we are only going to

          4  dispose of land in a way which protects kids,

          5  protects their well-being, their learning process.

          6  In the past we would have subjected these kids to

          7  dangerously high levels of pile-driving. The

          8  agreement we have reached applies new technology to

          9  bring decibel levels into what all experts agree are

         10  acceptable. Virtually no new audible noise. And this

         11  is a wonderful precedent which should be applied,

         12  not only to future construction in Lower Manhattan,

         13  but to future construction all over this City, a

         14  precedent which sets a framework of livability and

         15  human protection first and insist that all other

         16  activities take place within that framework of

         17  livability and not the other way around.

         18                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Time,

         19  Council member.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Thank you,

         21  Madam Public Advocate.

         22                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         23  Member Gentile.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: Thank you,

         25  Madam Public Advocate.
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          2                 I bring my colleagues' attention to

          3  Intro. 592-A, which establishes a commission to

          4  study creating public/private partnership to develop

          5  and operate job centers for immigrant day laborers.

          6                 Public/private partnerships for job

          7  centers for immigrant day laborers has been shown to

          8  work.

          9                 As a member of the Senate in 2001, I

         10  set up a job center in Brooklyn on a piece of DOT

         11  property, and with funding from the private sector,

         12  in particular Independence Community Foundation,

         13  that job center is still opening today, and

         14  Councilman Recchia has seen that job center in

         15  operation.

         16                 It is a win/win for the community,

         17  both for the laborers who are protected, better

         18  protected, and for the community so that laborers

         19  are not congregating on street corners in front of

         20  residences.

         21                 I want to thank Speaker Miller for

         22  the leadership of this legislation. This legislation

         23  will study in making those job centers Citywide.

         24                 I want to thank the day laborer

         25  groups for their support. I want to thank Chairman
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          2  Kendall Stewart for his leadership, and also the

          3  leadership of Councilwoman Helen Sears, who while I

          4  was doing this in the Senate, she was moving this

          5  type of legislation forward here in the City

          6  Council.

          7                 Thank you.

          8                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          9  Member DeBlasio.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER DeBLASIO: Thank you,

         11  Madam Public Advocate.

         12                 I'd like to commend everyone involved

         13  in the process that has led to Intro. 592-A.

         14                 Obviously, I would like to thank the

         15  Speaker who has made sure that this was an issue we

         16  focused on over the last few years, and I especially

         17  want to commend the sponsors, Council Members

         18  Gentile and Sears and Chair Stewart. This is very

         19  important legislation. We held a hearing two years

         20  back on the General Welfare Committee on just how

         21  important it was to find new ways to help day

         22  laborers and protect them from exploitation while

         23  simultaneously helping our residential communities.

         24  And it has been a really important process of

         25  finding a way of looking at what's happened around
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          2  the country, looking at how we have been able to

          3  create safe spaces for day laborers and spaces that

          4  allow for a productive environment where employers

          5  can find laborers, laborers can find jobs, but not

          6  in a residential setting that's not meant for

          7  business.

          8                 I want to say that this legislation

          9  now gives New York City a chance to move forward on

         10  an issue that's been seen by some as intractable.

         11  But, in fact, there are real solutions. They do

         12  involve a cooperation between the private sector and

         13  the public sector, and this bill will get that

         14  process started.

         15                 So, I want to thank all my colleagues

         16  who made this happen.

         17                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         18  Member Sears.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Thank you,

         20  Madam Public Advocate.

         21                 I will be very brief. I really want

         22  to speak for a moment on 592.

         23                 I want to thank my colleague,

         24  Councilman Gentile, for starting this in the Senate,

         25  and Council Member DeBlasio, Kendall Stewart, for
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          2  having the hearing on that and everyone involved

          3  with this.

          4                 This has been a very touchy issue. It

          5  has been an issue that has been labored on both

          6  sides. There are those who are for it and there are

          7  those that are not for it.

          8                 Although there are many day laborers

          9  that are documented, there are many that are not.

         10                 And those undocumented aliens,

         11  undocumented immigrants have been mistreated,

         12  abused, and this bill will be able to prevent that.

         13                 What this bill does is to provide

         14  dignity for everyone, regardless of their status,

         15  and I urge all my colleagues to vote for this. For

         16  the first time will there be a commission

         17  established to see and to pursue the direct and fair

         18  and reasonable course to provide for everyone, and

         19  at the same time, to maintain the quality of life

         20  for everyone and not diminish the importance of it.

         21  So I really thank everyone for their consideration,

         22  and I urge you to do the right thing and support

         23  this bill.

         24                 Thank you.

         25                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council
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          2  Member Brewer.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Thank you very

          4  much.

          5                 I rise to ask for your support of

          6  Intro. 420-A. Obviously, it talks about supporting

          7  suspension of alternative side of the street parking

          8  on the Hindu Festival of Davali. We had a press

          9  conference earlier with many members of the

         10  Indian-American and Southeast Asian Community, and

         11  this is a community that is large in civic affairs,

         12  and perhaps larger even than their numbers in terms

         13  of their civic involvement in the City of New York.

         14                 And Davali is a very joyful festival,

         15  very important festival, and we look forward to

         16  alternative side of the street parking being

         17  announced for the first time ever on the holiday of

         18  Davali. Thank you very much.

         19                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Seeing

         20  nobody else, Report of Special Committees.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: None.

         22                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Reports of

         23  Standing Committees.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports of the

         25  Committee on Finance.
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          2                 LU 563 and companion Reso 1170.

          3                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

          4  General Order calendar.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Preconsidered

          6  586 and companion Reso 1171.

          7                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

          8  General Order calendar.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Preconsidered

         10  LU 587 and companion Reso 1172.

         11                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Preconsidered

         13  LU 588 and companion Reso 1173.

         14                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Preconsidered

         16  LU 589 and companion Reso 1174.

         17                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Preconsidered

         19  LU 590 and companion Reso 1175.

         20                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports of the

         22  Commission on Immigration -- Committee on

         23  Immigration.

         24                 Intro. 592-A.

         25                 SPEAKER MILLER: Amended and coupled
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          2  on the General Order calendar.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports of the

          4  Committee on Land Use.

          5                 LU 462 and companion Reso 1176.

          6                 SPEAKER MILLER: Motion to disapprove.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 487 and

          8  companion 1177.

          9                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

         10  General Order calendar.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 525 and

         12  companion Reso 1178.

         13                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 526 and

         15  companion Reso 1179.

         16                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 543 and

         18  companion Reso 1180.

         19                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 549 and

         21  companion Reso 1181.

         22                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 555 and

         24  companion Reso 1182.

         25                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 557.

          3                 SPEAKER MILLER: Approved with

          4  modifications and referred to the City Planning

          5  Commission.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 558 and

          7  companion Reso 1183.

          8                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

          9  General Order calendar.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 573 and

         11  companion Reso 1184.

         12                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 574 and

         14  companion Reso 1185.

         15                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 575 and

         17  companion Reso 1186.

         18                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 576 and

         20  companion Reso 1187.

         21                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 577 and

         23  companion Reso 1188.

         24                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 578 and

                                                            30

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  companion Reso 1189.

          3                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 583 and

          5  companion Reso 1190.

          6                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 585 and

          8  companion Reso 1191.

          9                 SPEAKER MILLER: Motion to disapprove.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports of the

         11  Committee on Transportation. Intro. 420-A.

         12                 SPEAKER MILLER: Amended and coupled.

         13                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: General

         14  Order calendar.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 557 and

         16  companion Reso 1192.

         17                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Intro. 521-A.

         19                 SPEAKER MILLER: Laid over.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Resolution

         21  appointing various persons Commissioner of Deeds.

         22                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

         23  General Order calendar.

         24                 At this point I'd ask the clerk to

         25  call the roll on all the items coupled on the
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          2  General Order calendar.

          3                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Quiet,

          4  please.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Addabbo.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Aye.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Arroyo.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER ARROYO: Aye.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Avella.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Aye.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Baez.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ: Aye.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Barron.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Aye on all.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Boyland.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: Aye on all.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Brewer.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Aye.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Clarke.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Aye on all.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Comrie.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Permission to

         23  vote on all Land Use Call-Ups?

         24                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Aye on all.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: DeBlasio.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEBLASIO: Aye on all.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Dilan.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: Aye on all.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Felder.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Permission to

          8  vote on all Land Use Call-Ups.

          9                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Aye on all.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Fidler.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Aye on all.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Foster.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Aye on all.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gallagher.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: No on

         17  Intro. 592-A; and aye on all other coupled general

         18  orders.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gennaro.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Yes.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gentile.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: Aye on all.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gerson.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Aye on all.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gioia.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: Yes.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gonzalez.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER GONZALEZ: Aye on all.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jackson.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Aye on all.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: James.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: Aye on all.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jennings.

         10                 (No response.)

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Katz.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Aye.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Koppell.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Aye on all.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lanza.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER LANZA: Aye on all.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Liu.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Yes.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lopez.

         20                 (No response.)

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Martinez.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Aye on all.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: McMahon.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Aye on all.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Monserrate.

                                                            34

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Aye on

          3  all.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Nelson.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Aye.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Palma.

          7                 (No response.)

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Perkins.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Aye on all.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Quinn.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: If I may be

         12  excused to explain my vote?

         13                 I want to thank David Pechefsky and

         14  the other members of the Finance staff who helped us

         15  pull together a very important tax abatement for the

         16  West Village Houses, which the Council is voting on

         17  today.

         18                 The West Village Houses is a Mitchell

         19  Lama project in my district of modern and middle

         20  income housing, and when the owner sought to buy out

         21  of the Mitchell-Lama program the tenants association

         22  there was very focused and organized and has now

         23  moved and the tenants association is buying the

         24  building and will keep the building as permanently

         25  affordable moderate and middle-income housing.
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          2                 The tax abatement we're doing today

          3  for West Village Houses is a critically important

          4  component of that plan that will preserve this

          5  housing in a neighborhood that is in desperate need

          6  of moderate and middle-income housing. So, I thank

          7  everyone for their support, the staff for their

          8  assistance and the West Village House's Tenants

          9  Association, in particular Katy Bordenaro, who is up

         10  in the balcony, for their hard work to protect their

         11  homes and their neighbors' homes. And I vote aye on

         12  all.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Recchia.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Aye on all.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sanders.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Permission to

         17  vote on Land Use issues?

         18                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Land Use.

         20                 I vote aye on those and aye on all.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Seabrook.

         22                 (No response.)

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sears.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Aye.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Stewart.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Aye on all.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vallone.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: May I be

          5  briefly excused to explain my vote?

          6                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Madam Chair,

          8  Intro. 592-A establishes a commission which to be

          9  made up by a majority of day laborers. This is

         10  giving it the official sanction of New York City to

         11  illegal aliens.

         12                 We are a body here that makes the

         13  law. We should not be sanctioning breaking the law.

         14                 Studying ways to solve a problem

         15  which is hurting the quality of life in New York

         16  City, that's a good thing. And I applaud my

         17  colleagues for doing that. But studying it and

         18  sanctioning it are different things, and I vote no

         19  on 592-A and aye on all others.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vann.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Aye on all.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Weprin.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Aye on all.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Yassky.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: May I vote on
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          2  Land Use items as well?

          3                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: I vote aye on

          5  all.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lanza.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER LANZA: Aye on all.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Seabrook.

          9                 (No response.)

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Oddo.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: May I be

         12  temporary excused to explain my vote?

         13                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: I share the

         15  concerns expressed by Council Member Vallone.

         16                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Quiet,

         17  please. I can't hear him.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: I have some

         19  serious reservations about this bill, Intro. 592-A,

         20  but I know how serious of a problem this is for the

         21  Brooklyn portion of my district, and other places

         22  across the City, and to date no one has been willing

         23  to step up and really address this problem on any

         24  level of government.

         25                 It's not an easy problem, we

                                                            38

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  recognize that. But for those of my Brooklyn

          3  constituents who have to deal with the quality of

          4  life issues, that arise from this situation, I'm

          5  willing to take a leap of faith and see what this

          6  Commission comes up with.

          7                 So, I will vote aye on all matters.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Rivera.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA:  I vote aye.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Speaker Mr. Miller.

         11                 SPEAKER MILLER:  Aye.

         12                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: All items

         13  today on the General Order calendar were adopted by

         14  a vote of 44 in the affirmative, zero negative, zero

         15  abstentions, with the exception of Intro. 592-A,

         16  which is adopted by a vote of 42 in the affirmative,

         17  two negative and zero abstentions.

         18                 And revised Land Use Call-Ups were

         19  adopted by a vote of 44 in the affirmative and zero

         20  in the negative.

         21                 Introduction and Reading of Bills.

         22                 SPEAKER MILLER: All items are

         23  referred to the Committee as indicated on the

         24  schedule.

         25                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Discussion
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          2  of Resolutions.

          3                 Council Member Jackson.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Thank you,

          5  Madam Public Advocate.

          6                 My colleagues, good afternoon. I rise

          7  today -- we're dealing with resolutions; is that

          8  correct?

          9                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Quiet,

         10  please.

         11                 Yes, sir. One minute. Yes, a

         12  resolution.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: I rise today

         14  to ask you to support Resolution No. 1083. It's a

         15  resolution calling upon Governor Pataki and the New

         16  York State Department of Labor to keep the

         17  unemployment insurance telephone claim center and

         18  Lower Manhattan open.

         19                 It was scheduled to be closed and it

         20  is closing and the bottom line is in Lower Manhattan

         21  where jobs are needed, over 250 jobs are going to be

         22  lost and tens of thousands of claims that are being

         23  processed for unemployment insurance by the

         24  telephone are being dropped, and as a result of that

         25  many people are going to lose their homes, can't pay
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          2  rent, and is going to hurt the economy of New York

          3  City.

          4                 So, I ask all of you to support Reso

          5  1083. It was in the Civil Service and Labor

          6  Committee yesterday with Joseph Addabbo.

          7                 Thank you.

          8                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          9  Member James.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: I, too, would

         11  like to have an opportunity to speak on Reso 1083.

         12  The closing of this Call Center would take jobs from

         13  an experienced and diverse workforce of New York

         14  City residents in order to relocate the jobs to

         15  Upstate New York.

         16                 Clearly this decision was political

         17  in nature. The Call Center is located in an area

         18  which was severely depressed by the attacks of 9/11.

         19  Its relocation would be a blow to the local economy,

         20  as well as to the economy of the City of New York.

         21  And, so, I would again urge all of my colleagues to

         22  support this resolution.

         23                 The fact is, is that the employees of

         24  this call center --

         25                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Quiet,
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          2  please.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: May I have some

          4  order, Madam Chairwoman?

          5                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: I just asked

          6  for it.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: Okay. Could you

          8  try again.

          9                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Quiet,

         10  please.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: Thank you.

         12                 The employees of this Call Center

         13  cover the spectrum, 100 African-Americans, 70

         14  Latinos, 18 Asians, 56 persons or Arabic, Slavic or

         15  Jewish heritage. Again, covering the diversity of

         16  the City of New York that we celebrate. We should

         17  all join in support of this resolution.

         18                 I thank you for this opportunity.

         19                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         20  Member Moskowitz, you'd like to vote?

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER MOSKOWITZ: If I may

         22  have permission to vote on all general Land Use

         23  Call-Ups?

         24                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER MOSKOWITZ: I vote aye
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          2  on all.

          3                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: All items on

          4  today's General Order calendar were adopted by a

          5  vote of 45 in the affirmative, zero negative and

          6  zero abstentions, with the exception of Intro.

          7  592-A, which was adopted by a vote of 43 in the

          8  affirmative, two negative and zero abstentions.

          9                 Revised Land Use Call-Ups were

         10  adopted by a vote of 45 in the affirmative, zero

         11  negatives.

         12                 Okay, now let's vote on the

         13  resolutions.

         14                 All in favor of Resolution 866-A?

         15                 Opposed?

         16                 Adopted.

         17                 Reso 1083. In favor?

         18                 Opposed?

         19                 Adopted.

         20                 Reso 1148-A? In favor?

         21                 Opposed?

         22                 Adopted.

         23                 General Discussion.

         24                 Council Member Avella.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Thank you,
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          2  Madam Public Advocate.

          3                 I want to bring to my colleagues'

          4  attention Intro. 720 and Reso 1165. Intro. 720

          5  Council Member Comrie and I are introducing today,

          6  which would prohibit motor vehicle dealerships from

          7  storing the cars that we work on or prep on City

          8  streets. This has become a huge problem in

          9  residential communities that abut these facilities.

         10                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Quiet,

         11  please. It's very difficult to hear him. Keep your

         12  voices down or else.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Or else?

         14                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Tough today.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: And it got

         16  louder, did you notice?

         17                 Reso 1165 is a resolution urging the

         18  Governor, the New York State Legislature, and the

         19  United States Congress to repeal or amend the

         20  Professional Amateur Sports Protection Act to allow

         21  states to legalize sports betting, and then to

         22  derive the revenue from that source to education.

         23                 This is a huge issue. Charles Hynes

         24  supports this resolution, as well as Katharine

         25  Wylde, President of the Partnership for New York
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          2  City. Organized crime, believe it or not -- Madam

          3  Public Advocate, can I have everybody's attention?

          4                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Everybody,

          5  the "or else" is about to be imposed. Quiet.

          6                 Thank you.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Organized

          8  crime gets between 15- and 30 billion dollars each

          9  year in this state from illegal sports betting.

         10                 The Partnership for New York

         11  estimates that if we were to legalize it, New York

         12  State would obtain $1.9 billion that could go for

         13  education.

         14                 Obviously this is a very

         15  controversial issue. It's about regulation, not

         16  promoting betting, but it's something that we could

         17  do to take a bite out of crime, and properly front

         18  education in this State, and I would certainly urge

         19  my colleagues to support this resolution.

         20                 Thank you, Madam Public Advocate.

         21                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         22  Member Sanders.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Thank you,

         24  Madam Public Advocate.

         25                 Today I rise to speak of Resolution
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          2  727. This long-awaited resolution speaks of the

          3  minority and woman-owned businesses in our City.

          4  Justice delayed, my friends, is justice denied, and

          5  we in New York City must uphold the understanding

          6  that there is one playing field for all companies.

          7  The Old Boys Network and any other process that

          8  denies people an opportunity cannot be tolerated.

          9                 Intro. 727 is strengthening our laws

         10  which say that the procurement process of New York

         11  City, everyone, all businesses, whether they're

         12  women-owned, whether they're community to

         13  color-owned, all businesses have the right to go and

         14  to compete and to win contracts.

         15                 This resolution is, this

         16  introduction, rather, is strong enough to allow New

         17  York City to brag that it is the best City on this

         18  planet.

         19                 As long as the communities of color

         20  and women-owned businesses can point to cities down

         21  south that we laugh at, based on their records, as

         22  having better policies towards these communities

         23  than our City, we really have something to work at.

         24                 I want to thank the Speaker for this,

         25  for being a stand-up person for pushing for this
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          2  type of justice.

          3                 The Black, Latino and Asian Caucus

          4  have been dynamic on this issue. All of the other

          5  Council people, there's not a soul who can be

          6  against this type of justice, so I want to commend

          7  them.

          8                 I do want to point out Council Member

          9  Robert Jackson, who heads the Contracts Committee.

         10  There will be a joint hearing on this one that we

         11  will have on the 17th. I encourage all of my

         12  colleagues to stand up for New York, and stand up

         13  for all New Yorkers.

         14                 Thank you very much.

         15                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         16  Member Jackson.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Thank you,

         18  Madam Public Advocate.

         19                 My colleagues, I rise to you today on

         20  two matters. One, a resolution that's being put

         21  forward, it's going to be heard by the Civil Service

         22  and Labor Committee under Joe Addabbo, concerning a

         23  Davis Bacon Act resolution. And on September 8th,

         24  President Bush issued a proclamation suspending the

         25  Davis Bacon Act in the areas affected by Hurricane
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          2  Katrina.

          3                 The Davis Bacon Act of 1931 was

          4  created to prevent unscrupulous contractors from

          5  exploiting workers on public work projects. The law

          6  requires all federal public work contractors to pay

          7  the prevailing wage for the area in which the

          8  contract is performed. And the bottom line is

          9  President Bush is suspending that so that they can

         10  pay poverty wages to workers in order to build the

         11  south, and in my opinion, it should be prevailing

         12  wage at the least. So, I ask you to support this

         13  resolution.

         14                 The second item I rise for you today

         15  is concerning Intro. 727 in which Council Member

         16  Sanders talks about.

         17                 I'm asking all of my colleagues to

         18  please sign on to Intro. 727. There's been equities

         19  in New York City as far as contracts are concerned,

         20  and minority and woman-owned contractors have been

         21  getting the short end of the stick. And I'll say to

         22  you that what we're asking for is for minority and

         23  woman-owned contractors to get their fair share of

         24  contracts in the City of New York. And by signing

         25  onto Intro. 727, you will help that happen and make
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          2  it a law.

          3                 As you know, our Mayor signed

          4  Executive Order 71, but Executive Order 71 doesn't

          5  go far enough.

          6                 We want to have a law in place that

          7  brings about fairness and justice for all people no

          8  matter what the color of your skin or whether you're

          9  a male or female. Our contract should go to all

         10  individuals in the City of New York so that all New

         11  Yorkers can prosper.

         12                 Thank you very much.

         13                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         14  Member Nelson.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Thank you,

         16  Madam Public Advocate.

         17                 The world lost two great humanbeings

         18  recently, one was Simon Wiesenthal, the other one

         19  was Sandra Feldman.

         20                 I draw my colleagues' attention today

         21  for Resolutions 1168 and 1169.

         22                 Wiesenthal himself survived five Nazi

         23  death camps, and he just succumbed at the age of 96.

         24  He was one of the few lucky ones who survived these

         25  death camps. Unlike many survivors, however, he did
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          2  not return to his pre-war profession as an

          3  architect. Instead, he became the world famous Nazi

          4  hunter. The conscience and voice of not only the

          5  Holocaust 6 million, but also millions of others who

          6  were murdered by the Nazis.

          7                 When asked why he chose this unique

          8  course, Wiesenthal explained, "when history looks

          9  back and people want to know that the Nazis weren't

         10  able to kill millions of people and just walk away

         11  from it."

         12                 His work stands as a reminder and a

         13  warning for future generations.

         14                 He once spoke of what he would

         15  envision would happen when he would die, and he

         16  simply replied, "When we come to the other world,

         17  and meet the millions of people who died in the

         18  camps, and they ask us what have you done? Some will

         19  be answering, I became a jeweler, others might say I

         20  build houses, but I will say I didn't forget." He

         21  was the embodiment of never forget. And neither will

         22  we.

         23                 We lost also Sandra Feldman, who rose

         24  from her position as a second grade teacher in

         25  elementary school. By the way, I've got to go
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          2  through this pretty quickly. I didn't want to. But

          3  she went to schools in Coney Island, 188, Domenic

          4  Recchia, and Madison High School, my district and

          5  Lew Fidler's as well, and she never lost touch with

          6  her humble roots.

          7                 She championed all kinds of

          8  educational needs and she continues to inspire all

          9  of us who continue her work.

         10                 Thank you, Madam Public Advocate.

         11                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

         12  Council member.

         13                 Council Member Weprin.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Thank you,

         15  Madam Public Advocate.

         16                 Today I am introducing an historic

         17  piece of legislation for the City of New York.

         18                 Currently, one in four New York City

         19  residents do not have health insurance.

         20                 Nationwide adults account for 37

         21  million of the uninsured, or 80 percent of the total

         22  number, and this number is rising.

         23                 In the end, our constituents pay more

         24  to care for the uninsured by way of increased fees

         25  and taxes. The City Council has an obligation to
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          2  find creative ways to reduce the number of uninsured

          3  and to preserve health care coverage for those who

          4  already have it.

          5                 One of the ways people frequently

          6  lose health coverage is due to a change in family

          7  circumstance, such as the death of the prime health

          8  insurance provider.

          9                 It is this circumstance that the

         10  Survivor's Health Care Coverage Act I'm introducing

         11  today, Intro. 728, seeks to prevent.

         12                 The Survivor's Health Care Coverage

         13  Act will extend health insurance coverage to the

         14  surviving spouse or surviving domestic partner of

         15  City retirees.

         16                 Currently, these individuals are left

         17  without health coverage once their retired spouse, a

         18  former City employee, has passed away.

         19                 Therefore, these individuals, almost

         20  200,000 in number, already have health insurance

         21  coverage. They just need to be able to keep it. This

         22  bill will let them do just that.

         23                 I urge all my colleagues to sign on

         24  and support the Survivor's Health Care Coverage Act,

         25  Intro. 728.
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          2                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          3  Member Gennaro.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Thank you,

          5  Madam Public Advocate.

          6                 I wish to bring my colleagues'

          7  attention to Resolution 1166, which will call upon

          8  the State to let the City temporarily drop the sales

          9  tax on home heating oil.

         10                 We're all very concerned about what

         11  the price of home heating oil is going to be and the

         12  stresses and strains that it's going to have on

         13  families and businesses throughout New York City.

         14                 So, I also want to thank Council

         15  Members Weprin and McMahon also for their support,

         16  and I urge members to sign onto Resolution 1166.

         17                 Thank you.

         18                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         19  Member Clarke.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Thank you,

         21  Madam Public Advocate.

         22                 I wanted to add my voice to those of

         23  my colleagues who are encouraging all of the members

         24  to sign onto Intro. 727, which extends to the City

         25  of New York's agencies, a mandate for providing
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          2  opportunities for women and minority-owned business.

          3                 While we have seen an Executive Order

          4  set forth by this Mayor, Executive Orders have been

          5  put in place before in this City, and we still have

          6  not met the mark with respect to equity in

          7  contracting practice here in the City of New York.

          8  And it's really a shame, because this has been an

          9  impediment to the growth and development of a

         10  significant sector of business here in the City of

         11  New York, and while excluding these groups, we're

         12  also excluding and disenfranchising those who they

         13  would seek to employ.

         14                 So, when we look at the employment

         15  statistics that demonstrate how such a significant

         16  part of our City being black males are in such a

         17  high unemployment bracket, we can tie that directly

         18  to the fact that opportunities for businesses that

         19  are run by women and minorities are also

         20  marginalized.

         21                 We have done a study at the Council

         22  that says that this disparity exists, based on the

         23  number of available firms here in the City of New

         24  York, and an executive order does not mean that

         25  we're going to meet the goals for changing the
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          2  current status quo.

          3                 So, my colleagues, again, I encourage

          4  you all to sign onto this legislation. It's critical

          5  that we do this for the future of the City, its

          6  business and economic dynamics.

          7                 Thank you.

          8                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          9  Member Gentile.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: Thank you,

         11  Madam Public Advocate.

         12                 Just as Council Member Gennaro spoke

         13  about home heating oil, we all know what's happening

         14  to the price of gasoline.

         15                 So, I direct your attention, my

         16  colleagues, to Intro. 723, which would allow the

         17  Department of Consumer Affairs to classify gasoline

         18  as an item in short supply. And by classifying it as

         19  such, it would allow the Department of Consumer

         20  Affairs to increase the regulations and the

         21  penalties for the shorting, the price gouging or

         22  mislabeling of octane levels.

         23                 This is one way we as a City Council

         24  can try to help protect our constituents from what's

         25  happening at the pump. We may not be able to always
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          2  lower the price, but we could try to help through

          3  the Department of Consumer Affairs in keeping

          4  gasoline operators honest.

          5                 So, in that respect I'd direct you to

          6  723, ask for your support.  And I think that will be

          7  it. Thank you.

          8                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

          9  Council member.

         10                 Seeing nobody else, meeting is

         11  adjourned.

         12                 (Hearing concluded at 2:45 p.m.)
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