          1

          2  CITY COUNCIL

          3

             CITY OF NEW YORK

          4

             -------------------------------x

          5

             THE TRANSCRIPT OF THE MINUTES

          6

                       of the

          7

             COMMITTEE ON LAND USE

          8

          9  -------------------------------x

         10

                            October 24, 2005

         11                 Start:  11:00 a.m.

                            Recess: 11:30 a.m.

         12

                            City Hall

         13                 Committee Room

                            New York, New York

         14

         15       B E F O R E:

         16              MELINDA KATZ

                                           Chairperson,

         17

         18              COUNCIL MEMBERS:   Bill Perkins

                                            Michael Nelson

         19                                 Christine Quinn

                                            Tony Avella

         20

         21

         22

         23

         24       LEGAL-EASE COURT REPORTING SERVICES, INC.

                         17 Battery Place -  Suite 1308

         25              New York, New York 10004

                              (800) 756-3410

                                                            2

          1

          2  A P P E A R A N C E S

          3

             COUNCIL MEMBERS:

          4

          5  Charles Barron

             Leroy Comrie

          6  Erik Dilan

             Simcha Felder

          7  Eric Gioia

             Oliver Koppell

          8  Miguel Martinez

             Michael McMahon

          9  Hiram Monserrate

             James Sanders

         10  Larry Seabrook

             Albert Vann

         11

         12

         13

         14

         15

         16

         17

         18

         19

         20

         21

         22

         23

         24

         25

                                                            3

          1  COMMITTEE ON LAND USE

          2                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ:  Please do not

          3  move.  We will continue as soon as we can.  It

          4  should be a very short meeting.

          5                 If the Sergeant-at-Arms, hopefully a

          6  brief meeting.  I believe we have a quorum in the

          7  room.  This has been a very long week, I think, when

          8  it comes to the Subcommittees. They have done a lot

          9  of work at the Subcommittee level taking a lot of

         10  testimony, and made some very difficult decisions on

         11  the applications in front of us.

         12                 There are several applications which

         13  the Subcommittees have recommended to approve; and

         14  there are three that the Subcommittees have

         15  recommended to disapprove.  We will first go through

         16  the ones -- I will go through the entire agenda. And

         17  as has become the experience and history of the Full

         18  Land Use Committee, we will do the motions to

         19  approve, and then the motions to disapprove in

         20  separate votes.

         21                 All right, L.U. No. 565, 20065006

         22  HKQ, it is an application to landmark Jamaica

         23  Savings Bank/Norfolk.  It is going to be a motion to

         24  disapprove in Council Member Sears district.

         25                 L.U. No. 591, 20065040 HKK, it is in
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          2  Council Member Yassky's district.  It is for a

          3  historic district in Greenpoint, motion to approve.

          4                 L.U. No. 592, Council Member

          5  Moskowitz's district, 20065039 HKM, designation of

          6  Landmarks Preservation, the Ritz Tower located on

          7  465 Park Avenue.

          8                 L.U. No. 593, 20065038 HKM, it is in

          9  Council Member Quinn's district, it is an

         10  application to landmark the Church of the

         11  Transfiguration, located 1113 East 29th Street.

         12                 L.U. No. 604 and 605 are related,

         13  they are in Council Member Vann's district.  L.U.

         14  No. 604, L.U. No. 605, M 030440 ZMK, C 030276 ZMK,

         15  it is a rezoning in Council Member Vann's district

         16  on DeKalb Avenue.

         17                 L.U. No. 606, Council Member

         18  Vallone's district, 20065031 TCQ, application for a

         19  sidewalk Cafe, 3701 30th Avenue.

         20                 L.U. No. 607, Council Member

         21  Moskowitz's district, this is the internal

         22  landmarking of the Plaza Hotel, 20065025 HKM, motion

         23  to approve.

         24                 L.U. No. 608, Council Member Quinn's

         25  district, this will be a motion to disapprove, the
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          2  petition of the Stonewall Bistro, 20055576 TCM.

          3                 L.U. No. 610, Council Member

          4  Gennaro's district, C 050190 ZMQ, it is a zoning map

          5  change from an R3- 2 to a C2- 3.

          6                 I would like to go through, take the

          7  motions to approve, which will be, L.U. No. 591,

          8  592, 593, 606, 607, and 610.  If you notice there

          9  are no UDAAT status because Planning will be meeting

         10  November 14th.  Nothing was timed out, so they will

         11  be meeting on November 14th.

         12                 Open for discussion on the motions to

         13  approve. Please call the role.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Council Member Katz.

         15                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ:  Aye on all.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Nelson.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON:  Aye on all.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Quinn.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN:  Aye on all.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Avella.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA:  Aye on all.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Barron.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON:  Aye on all.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Comrie.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE:  These are the
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          2  motions to approve, not the motions to disapprove.

          3  Okay, aye on all.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Dilan.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN:  Aye on all.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Martinez.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ:  Aye on all.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK:  McMahon.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER MCMAHON:  Aye on all.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Seabrook.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK:  Aye on all.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Vann.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN:  Aye on all.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Felder.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER:  Aye on all.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK:  By a vote of 12 in

         17  the affirmative, zero in negative, and no

         18  abstentions,- -

         19                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ:  Can I vote.  Sign

         20  the Committee reports is what you were going to say,

         21  right.

         22                 Motion to disapprove L.U. No. 565

         23  sidewalk Cafe in Council Member Sears' district, I

         24  am sorry, the Landmarking of the Jamaica

         25  Savings/Norfolk, it is L.U. No. 608, Council Member
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          2  Quinn's district, motion to disapprove the sidewalk

          3  Cafe.

          4                 L.U. No. 604 and 605, in Council

          5  Member Vann's district, motion to disapprove the

          6  rezoning.

          7                 Council Member Vann.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN:  Yes, Madam

          9  Chair, I wanted to express my appreciation for the

         10  dedicated and diligent work that Community Board 3,

         11  its leadership has done over the past four years or

         12  so.  And to also express my appreciation for Doris

         13  Pinn, the Chairperson of the Land Use Committee, who

         14  made a presentation before the Subcommittee, did a

         15  very eloquent job and a very accurate presentation

         16  expressing the priorities of the community.  And

         17  those priorities were also supported by the Borough

         18  President.  So you have a situation where both the

         19  community through its Community Board, the Borough

         20  President, and its Councilperson, agree on

         21  disapproving this particular rezoning application.

         22                 And I thank you for your opportunity

         23  to present and for the community to be heard.  Thank

         24  you.

         25                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ:  Council Member
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          2  Quinn.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN:  Thank you.

          4  The sidewalk Cafe in my district that the

          5  Subcommittee has disapproved and that the Community

          6  Board disapproved, is an establishment that had had

          7  a sidewalk Cafe for three years.  During the period

          8  of that sidewalk Cafe permit, they never paid the

          9  fees to the City of New York that they owed.  And

         10  ended up after the permit was over, owing the City

         11  $16,000.  In the course of my office having

         12  negotiations with them on that, and other issues,

         13  they had told us at the beginning of last that they

         14  did not have the funds. And could not pay the money

         15  back.  As of Friday, they did come up with $6,000 or

         16  $7,000 and have promised to pay the rest.

         17                 In addition, when that sidewalk Cafe

         18  permit expired, they continued to operate a sidewalk

         19  Cafe, and were given a violation, and fined $300 for

         20  that.  My position on this sidewalk Cafe is we

         21  should not give businesses more benefits from the

         22  City of New York when they have had them in the past

         23  and did not meet the basic requirements of those

         24  benefits, the permit, paying the fees to the City.

         25                 And today, when they appeared, the
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          2  money has still not been paid in full to the City.

          3  So, I would urge my colleagues to vote to disapprove

          4  this sidewalk Cafe, and stay with our precedent of

          5  not extending sidewalk cafes to individuals who do

          6  not pay the fees for past sidewalk cafes.  Thank

          7  you.

          8                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ:  Since there seems

          9  to be several speakers who want to speak on

         10  different topics, why don't we do it this way.

         11  Anybody else want to speak on the sidewalk Cafe?

         12  Okay, that portion, then will be closed.

         13                 The landmarking of Jamaica Savings,

         14  my understanding the Chair of the Subcommittee would

         15  like to say a few words regarding that.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER:  Thank you,

         17  Madam Chairwoman.  On this Landmarking of the Bank,

         18  Jamaica Savings Bank, I believe that most, if not

         19  all of the members of the Landmarks Committee had

         20  not really spent that much time reviewing the

         21  material that was given to us that day.  But at that

         22  time, did spend a lot of time reviewing the

         23  material.

         24                 I do not think that the Commission or

         25  the Representatives of the owners of the property
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          2  made a compelling case either way.  I just do not.

          3  Besides the fact, that if you look at the building

          4  and I am not a landmarks expert, the building

          5  itself, just on the face of it, doesn't look like

          6  something that is worthy of landmarking.  And we

          7  also established clearly, that the building is in

          8  terrible disrepair.  That the basements are flooded.

          9    They have six pumps in the basement.

         10                 So I think that all in all, I think

         11  that in order to landmark something we must prove

         12  that it is worthy of landmarking.  If we do not

         13  prove that it is worthy of landmarking, it should

         14  not be landmarked.  It is not like it is one against

         15  one, and that is why you landmark it.  Unless there

         16  is a compelling case to landmark it, it should not

         17  be landmarked. And I think that is why most of the

         18  members of the Committee besides one, I think there

         19  was one abstention and one voted yes, but the

         20  remaining members of the Committee voted to turn it

         21  down.

         22                 In addition, I think as a general

         23  rule defer to the representative, our colleague, in

         24  whose district the landmark property is in.  Council

         25  Member Sears, for the record, was in favor of
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          2  landmarking this property.  But I can tell you

          3  wholeheartedly, that when I asked three times

          4  whether she really felt strongly about it.  She

          5  said, she feels strongly about it, but she does not

          6  feel that strongly about if anyone else does not

          7  feel strongly about.  So, that means to me that she

          8  does not feel strongly about it.

          9                 So for that reason, again, I would

         10  say that the most compelling argument not to

         11  landmark it was that there was no convincing

         12  argument that it should be landmarked.  And if that

         13  is the case, it should not be.  Thank you.

         14                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ:  Council Member

         15  Monserrate needs to vote quickly.  I am going ask

         16  him to couple his approval and disapprovals.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE:  Thank

         18  you, Madam Chair.  I am going to vote aye on both

         19  votes.  Thank you very much.

         20                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ:  Thank you very

         21  much.  Council Member Barron, my understanding is

         22  you want, you have to go to the other Committee.

         23  Council Member Martinez, will you couple both your

         24  votes?  You already voted on the approvals.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ:  I vote aye
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          2  to disapprove.

          3                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ:  Got it.  Council

          4  Member Barron, my understanding is that you would

          5  like to discuss the landmarking issue.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON:  Yes, I just

          7  wanted to support the Chair of the Landmarks

          8  Committee, Chair Felder.  We have got to make sure

          9  that when we are dealing with landmarking that when

         10  the question of modern architectural design comes

         11  in, I think they called it a hyperbolic parabulia

         12  (phonetic), and they wanted us to landmark a

         13  hyperbolic parabulia.  And I think made the seal,

         14  the roofing was special.  But we have to watch that

         15  because I think that gets into an area where we have

         16  got to sit down with the Chair, and the Landmarks

         17  Commission and really determine when something is of

         18  some modern architectural design that is worth

         19  landmarking.  Because I think Oliver Koppell made a

         20  good point about whether or not this had historical

         21  significance and historical preservation.

         22                 So, I think that the Chair made a

         23  wise decision and I support him 100 percent on that.

         24    And we did go through some of the materials, which

         25  is why we are not supporting this designation.

                                                            13

          1  COMMITTEE ON LAND USE

          2                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ:  Anybody else on

          3  the landmarking?  Landmarking, I thought it would

          4  the rezoning, I am sorry, Council Member Avella.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA:  Thank you,

          6  Madam Chair. In reference to the Jamaica Savings

          7  Bank landmarking, I find myself very uneasy in

          8  having to vote against a potential New York City

          9  landmark.  Especially, something that is in the

         10  Borough of Queens.  I mean all of us know, that we

         11  need to designate more landmarks in the other

         12  boroughs outside of Manhattan, not less. So I am

         13  uneasy about this, but I have had a conversation

         14  with the Chair, and based upon his recommendation, I

         15  will vote to deny the recommendation.  But I think

         16  we should publicly say that this is in no way a

         17  backing off from the Council of the need to landmark

         18  additional buildings in this City.  And I hope that

         19  the Landmarks Preservation Commission does not take

         20  this as a withdrawal on the Council's part either,

         21  because we need to do more not less.

         22                 Thank you, Madam Chair.

         23                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ:  Councilman

         24  McMahon.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER MCMAHON:  Just to be
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          2  brief, Madam Chairwoman, I echo the sentiments of

          3  Councilman Avella.  And would just like to

          4  underscore for the record that I defer to the

          5  Chairman of the Committee, and the Committee members

          6  on this particular issue.  But the mere fact that

          7  something is not old, does not mean that it may not

          8  have landmarking value.  Because certainly, if in

          9  1935 or 1940, someone looked at a Frank Lloyd Wright

         10  building, even though it looked unusual and modern,

         11  it would have been a shame to tear it down because

         12  it was not old and historic.

         13                 So, I think that I join in those

         14  sentiments on the issue of landmarking we have to be

         15  more proactive in the outer boroughs.  We appreciate

         16  the efforts of the Commission in doing that.  I do

         17  defer to the Committee members and the Chair that

         18  this may not have been a good choice, and just to

         19  keep an open mind even for landmarking buildings

         20  that may not, on their face, appear old and

         21  historic, may have architectural value as well.

         22  Thank you.  And I vote, is it my turn to vote?  No.

         23                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ:  Council Member

         24  Comrie.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE:  I just wanted
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          2  to assure the Council Members McMahon and Avella,

          3  the Committee did take, not just the age of the

          4  building into consideration in need for landmarking,

          5  but also the viability of the process and whether or

          6  not a building of that type was really worthy of it.

          7    And we did take all of those things into

          8  consideration.

          9                 There is a desire to do more

         10  landmarking in the outer boroughs, and you know,

         11  clearly, the sentiment that landmarks should do more

         12  in the outer boroughs was brought up. But we just

         13  discussed primarily, on the merits of the building.

         14  And you know, the Committee was pretty unanimous in

         15  voting against landmarking the building only,

         16  because of the particularities of that particular

         17  building, not anything else. And I just want to

         18  assure Council Members McMahon and Avella of that.

         19                 Thank you, Madam Chair.

         20                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ:  Council Member

         21  Koppell.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL:  With your

         23  permission I would like to vote on the calendar,

         24  because I am involved in the neighboring Committee.

         25                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ:  You need to vote
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          2  on the approvals and disapprovals.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL:  Right,

          4  before I vote, however, if I could be excused and

          5  explain my vote, very briefly.

          6                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ:  If you want to

          7  explain, if you can just wait one minute, I think we

          8  are ready to vote.  Is there any other?

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL:  I can wait

         10  one minute.

         11                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ:  Maybe two because

         12  I need to explain my vote while I vote.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL:  Two.

         14                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ:  I want to do that

         15  before you agreed.  Okay, thank you.  So we are

         16  going to call the role.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Council Member Katz.

         18                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ:  This is the motion

         19  to disapprove.  Just a few comments to explain my

         20  vote.  In Council Member Vann's district, this was a

         21  very interesting rezoning.  I do not think as Chair

         22  of the Committee, as I said in the Subcommittee, we

         23  have ever had a situation where it was unanimously

         24  voted on at the Community Board to be against a

         25  rezoning.  The Borough President was against it.
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          2  The Council member was against it.  So, I just

          3  wanted to sort of point that out to the Council

          4  members, that it seems to be unanimous consent by

          5  the leaders in the area.

          6                 Council Member Quinn's district is a

          7  sidewalk Cafe, which also is one for the most local

          8  issues you can possibly get in the New York City

          9  Council.

         10                 And the other is the landmarking.  I

         11  really need to echo Council Member Felder's comments

         12  in several ways.  Not everything that is applied is

         13  worthy of landmarking.  And it is just one of those

         14  things that we need to make judgement calls on. And

         15  yes, there has to be some proof, some sort of

         16  benefit that the Landmarking Commission needs to go

         17  through.  And not everything is worthy of it.

         18                 In the other boroughs, yes it has

         19  always been an issue that we need to landmark more.

         20  I have issues in my district, and many of you do I

         21  am sure, where old buildings, or newer buildings

         22  come up for an application, and we need to make

         23  those judgement calls.  And it truly is up to the

         24  communities, the landmarking community and the

         25  Commission to show that there is something about the
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          2  building, historic value, preservation value that

          3  needs to be shown to this body before we are going

          4  to vote for it.

          5                 So I am voting aye on all the

          6  disapprovals.  Thank you.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Koppell.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL:  Thank you.

          9  With respect to the Jamaica Savings Bank, there is

         10  another, first of all, I think it is correct that

         11  the weight has to be on the side of landmarking.  If

         12  the scales are even, then it should not proceed. I

         13  think that Councilman Felder is correct about that.

         14  I think there is another factor that weighs heavily

         15  on me, and that is that the vigorous opposition of

         16  the owner and the indication that it was

         17  economically, if not impossible, certainly extremely

         18  difficult to sustain this building.  So that if one

         19  could make a handsome profit, while preserving the

         20  building, I might even bend a little bit more in

         21  favor of the landmarking.  But where you have a

         22  combination of questionable value, modernity, which

         23  I agree with my colleagues, that is not the only

         24  criteria, but as a general rule we want to landmark

         25  buildings that have stood the test of time.  I mean,
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          2  there is a reason why we do not vote for people for

          3  the hall of fame, immediately after they leave the

          4  field.  We want to have a little test of time here.

          5                 So, there are those factors, but I

          6  also want to make clear, I have always said, that

          7  the opinion of the owner, and I think this Council

          8  wants to make it clear that we do not take away

          9  people's economic opportunity frivolously, and here

         10  there is a real question as to whether this building

         11  could be maintained.   And that is one of the

         12  factors that weighed heavily on me.

         13                 I withdraw my request, I vote to

         14  approve those that the Chair has approved and

         15  recommended, and to disapprove those on the separate

         16  vote that the Chair has recommended for disapproval.

         17    Thank you.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Nelson.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON:  Aye to

         20  disapprove.

         21                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ:  Did you vote for

         22  the approval?

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON:  Yes.

         24                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ:  Yes, aye to

         25  disapprove.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Quinn.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN:  I just want

          4  to, again, thank the Chair of the full Committee,

          5  and the Chair of the Subcommittee, Chairperson

          6  Avella and in particular Pete Janisick for his help

          7  on the sidewalk Cafe. And thank my colleagues for

          8  their support in this matter.

          9                 And I vote aye for the disapprovals.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Avella.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA:  Aye.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Barron.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON:  Aye.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Comrie.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE:  Aye.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Dilan.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN:  Aye.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK:  McMahon.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER MCMAHON:  Aye.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Sanders.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS:  Aye on all.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Seabrook.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK:  Aye.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Vann.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN:  Just briefly, I
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          2  wanted to thank my Chairman and my Chair lady for

          3  their leadership and for providing an opportunity

          4  for the community to express their concerns and

          5  priorities, and gouging support for our entire

          6  community.  Thank you very much.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Felder.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN:  I vote aye.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER:  Madam Chair,

         10  can I make a brief comment, very brief?

         11                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ:  Yes.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER:  I just want

         13  to say to my colleagues that in terms of landmarking

         14  other properties in the outer boroughs, I think that

         15  there is an argument to be made to not allow the

         16  Commission to feel that it fulfills its obligation

         17  by landmarking junk.  I am very much in favor of

         18  landmarking things in the outer boroughs.  But

         19  landmarking, I cannot even pronounce what Councilman

         20  Barron said, just as they say to fulfill some

         21  obligation to landmark something in the outer

         22  borough is just not good enough.  They should treat

         23  the outer boroughs the way they treat Manhattan.

         24  And when they come up with landmarks, they should

         25  come up with landmarks that are worthy of
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          2  landmarking.

          3                 I vote aye.

          4                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ:  Council Member

          5  Sanders, you need to vote on the approvals.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS:  Thank you,

          7  Madam Chair. I vote aye.

          8                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ:  Thank you.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK:  By a vote of 15 in

         10  the affirmative, zero in the negative, and no

         11  abstentions, approved and disapproved items are both

         12  adopted.

         13                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ:  Thank you everyone

         14  for your patience today.  Yes, Council Member Vann.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN:  Could we have

         16  Council Member Barron say those words again.  They

         17  sounded so nice.  If he could just say that one more

         18  time.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON:  It is a

         20  hyperbolic parabulia.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER:  Say it three

         22  times fast.

         23                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ:  How many people

         24  are looking up those words right now.

         25                 (Hearing adjourned.)

                                                            23

          1  COMMITTEE ON LAND USE

          2                 (The following testimony was read

          3  into the record.)

          4

          5  Testimony of:

          6  Landmark West

          7                 Landmark West is a non- profit

          8  community organization committed to the preservation

          9  of the architectural heritage of the Upper West

         10  Side.

         11                 LW supports the designation of the

         12  former Jamaica Savings Bank (1966- 68) in Queens, an

         13  interesting and unique example of mid- twentieth

         14  century bank architecture.  The AIA Guide to New

         15  York City Architecture (4th edition, Norval White

         16  and Elliot Willensky), calls this building, which is

         17  prominently located on Queens Boulevard, the better

         18  to attract the attention of passing motorists, "a

         19  dynamic form concerned as much with image as with

         20  function" (p. 831).  It certainly conforms to the

         21  definition of a Landmark, as spelled out in the 1965

         22  New York City Landmarks Law:  "Any improvement, any

         23  part of which is thirty years old or older, which

         24  has a special character or special historical or

         25  aesthetic interest or value as part of the

                                                            24

          1  COMMITTEE ON LAND USE

          2  development, heritage, or cultural characteristics

          3  of the city, state, or nation..." (NYC

          4  Administrative Code, Section 25- 302).

          5                 The Landmarks Preservation Commission

          6  acted soundly within its jurisdiction to designate

          7  this building as an official New York City Landmark,

          8  and did so with the intention of preserving a

          9  distinctive aspect of Queens history.  Now it is up

         10  to the Council to help the Landmarks Commission

         11  uphold its mandate to preserve our city's

         12  architectural heritage.  We appreciate the

         13  seriousness with which the Council takes its crucial

         14  advice and consent role, and we urge you to confirm

         15  this designation.

         16                 (Hearing concluded at 11:30 a.m.)
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          1

          2              CERTIFICATION

          3

          4

          5     STATE OF NEW YORK   )

          6     COUNTY OF NEW YORK  )

          7

          8

          9                 I, SHARON CONOVER, do hereby certify

         10  that the foregoing is a true and accurate transcript

         11  of the within proceeding.

         12                 I further certify that I am not

         13  related to any of the parties to this action by

         14  blood or marriage, and that I am in no way

         15  interested in the outcome of this matter.

         16                 IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto

         17  set my hand this 24th day of October 2005.
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         24                          SHARON CONOVER
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          2             C E R T I F I C A T I O N

          3
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          9            I, SHARON CONOVER, do hereby certify the

         10  aforesaid to be a true and accurate copy of the

         11  transcription of the audio tapes of this hearing.
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                              SHARON CONOVER
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