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          1  RULES, PRIVILEGES AND ELECTIONS

          2                 CHAIRPERSON COMRIE: Good morning. My

          3  name is Leroy Comrie. I chair the Committee on

          4  Rules, Privileges and Elections. Today we have

          5  before us two candidates for our advice and consent

          6  review. Both candidates are being considered for

          7  appointment to the Taxi and Limousine Commission.

          8  They are Edward Gonzales. If appointed, he will be

          9  eligible to serve for the remainder of a seven-year

         10  term that would expire on January 31st, 2012.

         11                 Mr. Gonzales, a resident of Queens,

         12  will replace Mr. Harry Rubenstein, who has been

         13  serving in a hold-over capacity.

         14                 The second person is preconsidered

         15  from the Mayor. Mr. Howard Richard Vargas. If

         16  appointed, he will be eligible to serve for the

         17  remainder of a seven-year term that will expire on

         18  January 31st, 2008.

         19                 Mr. Vargas, a Bronx resident, was

         20  recommended for appointment by a majority vote of

         21  the Council members of the Bronx County. Mr. Vargas

         22  will fill a vacant position formerly held by Mr.

         23  Alberto Torres.

         24                 Just some general background on the

         25  Taxi and Limousine Commission. The Commission

                                                            4

          1  RULES, PRIVILEGES AND ELECTIONS

          2  consists of nine members appointed by the Mayor, all

          3  with the advice and consent of the New York City

          4  Council.

          5                 Five of the said members, one

          6  resident from each of the five boroughs of the City

          7  are recommended for appointment by a majority vote

          8  of the Council members of the respective boroughs.

          9  Commission members are appointed for terms of seven

         10  years, and can serve until the appointment and

         11  qualification of the successor.

         12                 Vacancies, other than those that

         13  occur at the expiration of a term shall be filled

         14  for the unexpired term.

         15                 The Mayor may remove any member for

         16  cause upon stated charges. The Mayor designates one

         17  member of the Commission to act as a Chairperson and

         18  Chief Executive Officer. The Chairperson shall have

         19  charge of the organization of his or her office and

         20  authority to employ, assign, and superintend the

         21  duties of such officers and employees as may be

         22  necessary to carry out provisions of Chapter 65 of

         23  the Charter.

         24                 The Charter provides that the

         25  Chairperson shall devote his or her full time to
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          2  this position and as such receive compensation as

          3  set by the Mayor.

          4                 The Chair currently receives $160,217

          5  annually. Other members of TLC are not entitled to

          6  compensation. The Commission is responsible for the

          7  continuance, further development and improvement of

          8  taxi and limousine service in the City. It shall be

          9  the further purpose of the Commission, consonant

         10  with the promotion and protection of the public

         11  comfort and convenience to adopt and establish an

         12  overall public transportation policy, governing

         13  taxi, coach and limousine and wheelchair-accessible

         14  van services as it relates to the overall public

         15  transportation network of the City.

         16                 The Commission is also responsible

         17  for establishing certain late standards and criteria

         18  for licensing of vehicles, drivers and chauffeurs,

         19  owners and operators engaged in such services and

         20  for providing authorization to persons who operate

         21  commuter van services within the City.

         22                 Before we begin today's hearing, I

         23  would like to note for the record that Mr. Richard

         24  Dubosky, M 649, another candidate originally

         25  scheduled to come before the Committee today will
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          2  not appear.

          3                 The Mayor has withdrawn his name from

          4  consideration. The Council has received the

          5  following letter from the Mayor.

          6                 "Dear Mr. Speaker, I hereby formally

          7  request the City Council to withdraw the name of

          8  Joseph Dubosky from consideration as an appointed

          9  member of the Civil Service Commission."

         10                 This letter was dated September 14th,

         11  2005, from the Mayor Michael Bloomberg.

         12                 Okay, we're ready to begin.

         13                 Gentlemen, can you both raise your

         14  right hands and be sworn in by the Council?

         15                 MR. O'MALLEY: Do you solemnly swear

         16  or affirm that the testimony you're about to give

         17  the Committee is the truth and the whole truth?

         18                 (Witnesses sworn.)

         19                 MR. O'MALLEY: Please individually

         20  state your names for the record.

         21                 MR. VARGAS: Howard Richard Vargas.

         22                 MR. GONZALES: Edward Gonzeles.

         23                 MR. O'MALLEY: Thank you.

         24                 They're both sworn.

         25                 CHAIRPERSON COMRIE: Thank you.
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          2                 Council Member Tony Avella is here,

          3  and I understand Mr. Gonzales is a resident of his

          4  district, so he would like to speak first.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Thank you, Mr.

          6  Chairman.

          7                 As you just mentioned, Edward

          8  Gonzales, one of the candidates for appointment here

          9  today is a resident of my Council district. I had

         10  met with Mr. Gonzales. I have reviewed his resume

         11  and I find him well qualified for the disposition,

         12  and I'm happy to support his nomination.

         13                 Thank you, Mr. Chair.

         14                 CHAIRPERSON COMRIE: Okay, we've been

         15  joined by Council Members Melinda Katz, who is in

         16  the room, Council Member Oliver Koppell who is in

         17  the room, Council Member Majority Leader Joel

         18  Rivera, from the Bronx, Councilman Tony Avella from

         19  Queens, Council Member Yvette Clarke from Brooklyn,

         20  and to my left is Council Member David Weprin from

         21  Queens, and we have in the room Council Member

         22  Carmen Maria Arroyo from the Bronx.

         23                 So, any questions for either of the

         24  members?

         25                 Council Member Clarke has a question.

                                                            8

          1  RULES, PRIVILEGES AND ELECTIONS

          2  We have been joined by Council Member Bill Perkins.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Thank you very

          4  much, Mr. Chair.

          5                 Welcome, gentlemen.

          6                 I'm from Central Brooklyn, the

          7  Flatbush area, and for the past 14 years now, we

          8  have had commuter van service, better known as The

          9  Dollar Van. I know that that industry has continued

         10  to grow and to flourish in Central Brooklyn, and

         11  certainly has taken route in certain parts of Queens

         12  as well, Southeast Queens.

         13                 One of the things that the industry

         14  leaders have begun conversations with me about has

         15  to do with how the industry continues to grow in a

         16  healthy and more regulated way.

         17                 I want to speak to both of you

         18  gentlemen, and ask, one, whether you're familiar

         19  with the Dollar Van Service?

         20                 And two, whether you feel that --

         21  what your thinking is about it as part of our public

         22  transportation infrastructure?

         23                 And three, you know, what

         24  recommendations you think you would have as a member

         25  of the TLC to really put the spotlight on this
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          2  industry that has, in my opinion, tremendous

          3  potential, when we look at, one, the cost of

          4  gasoline, when we look at efficient and effective

          5  ways of moving people about this City, and when we

          6  look at the need to be able to provide for those in

          7  our community who have no alternatives to

          8  transportation but these dollar van services, and

          9  putting it in that context.

         10                 MR. VARGAS: I am familiar with the

         11  Dollar Van service, and I do think Dollar Vans could

         12  provide a vital part of the infrastructure for

         13  transportation within the City. Certainly they could

         14  provide routes where there is no bus service, where

         15  there is no train service, but folks certainly have

         16  to get to work, and I think they are good on that

         17  end.

         18                 I'm not familiar with the regulations

         19  currently in place, but I believe they should be

         20  regulated in the same manner as regular taxicab and

         21  livery vehicles are regulated, in a sense that if

         22  they are carrying passengers, as well as providing a

         23  service, they do need to fall under the umbrella.

         24  So, in that sense I do believe that they would play

         25  a vital role in the City.
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          2                 MR. GONZALES: Okay, growing up in

          3  Southeast Queens and Long Island during the 1980s, I

          4  actually saw the Dollar Van go from just a few vans

          5  going up and down Merrick Boulevard to, you know,

          6  where we are today.

          7                 I do agree that they serve a vital

          8  need to transport people more efficiently from,

          9  particularly out of part of the boroughs to, you

         10  know, the terminal train stations. My guess is that

         11  in the era where I grew up, you probably saved about

         12  20 minutes each way going back and forth.

         13                 As far as recommendations, I think

         14  the overriding focus should be on passenger safety.

         15  It's one thing to get to your destination a lot

         16  earlier, but it's also necessary to make sure the

         17  passengers get to the destination safely.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: I guess my

         19  follow-up question is, because both of you seem to

         20  be very familiar with at least the industry from

         21  your observation, is whether you would be someone on

         22  that board that would raise the question about how

         23  we continue to nurture the industry and bring it

         24  into I guess compliance.

         25                 You were concerned about passenger
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          2  safety, but what exactly exists in terms of making

          3  sure that that's a reality on the ground, making

          4  sure that these van drivers are in a position to,

          5  one, have insurance. That is a huge, huge issue for

          6  that industry.

          7                 Two, that they're properly licensed

          8  and ensured as part of that. And that there is a

          9  certain level of on-the-ground enforcement.

         10                 What I'm hearing from many of folks

         11  who really operate an honest business, is that there

         12  is almost a free-for-all in terms of individuals who

         13  are not licensed by TLC, coming onto the road with

         14  passenger vans, and creating an imbalance in

         15  competition. Because if you're unlicensed and

         16  unregulated and you can produce the same type of

         17  service without there being any consequence to that,

         18  then those who have really struggled to put that

         19  infrastructure in place understand the need for

         20  public safety, for transportation safety of

         21  passengers and to be in compliance in a situation

         22  where the competition is unfair.

         23                 You have some folks on the road who,

         24  you know, are just making a dollar, and they're it

         25  harder for those who have taken on the burden of
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          2  very high insurance rates, making sure that they are

          3  properly licensed with TLC on a regular basis, and

          4  all of the other, you know, maintenance issues that

          5  come with the fleet of TLC-regulated vans.

          6                 So, I wanted to bring that to your

          7  attention because I think that's an area, because

          8  we're so concerned about medallion cabs and whether

          9  they'll serve the outer boroughs, which, you know,

         10  is a pipe dream, you know, that we don't look at the

         11  other modes of transportation that have come about,

         12  that are providing a valuable service, that need

         13  just to be basically given some focus, some

         14  direction, some guidance, some support, that can

         15  make up for what many people perceive is a bias by

         16  the yellow cab industry and not serving the outer

         17  boroughs.

         18                 Thank you, Mr. Chair. And that's just

         19  some food for thought because that's an area of real

         20  concern that I'd like to bring to your attention.

         21                 CHAIRPERSON COMRIE: Any other

         22  questions? No, okay.

         23                 Council Member Perkins is still in

         24  the room, right?

         25                 MR. O'MALLEY: Yes.
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          2                 CHAIRPERSON COMRIE: All right, I'd

          3  like to call for a vote.

          4                 I will call for a vote and then I'll

          5  make some comments to echo what Council Member

          6  Clarke has said, only because we're pressed for

          7  time. We're trying to do five meetings in an hour

          8  and a half, and it's really unfair to both of you

          9  gentlemen. So, that you could show your expertise on

         10  the matter, I happen to have read both of your

         11  backgrounds, but let me call for the vote and then

         12  I'll make my statement so that members can go to the

         13  other meetings that are already in progress.

         14                 Call for the vote.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Council Member Comrie.

         16                 CHAIRPERSON COMRIE: Yes to both.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Perkins.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Yes to both.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Rivera.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: Aye to the

         21  both.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Clarke.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Aye to both.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Katz.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Aye.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Weprin.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Aye on both.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Oddo.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Yes.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: By a vote of seven in

          7  the affirmative, zero in the negative and no

          8  abstentions, both items are adopted. Council

          9  Members, please sign the Committee reports.

         10                 Thank you.

         11                 CHAIRPERSON COMRIE: All right, please

         12  sign the Committee reports.

         13                 Gentlemen, I want to congratulate

         14  you, but I also want to admonish you. You know, TLC

         15  is overbearing on the commuter van industry, and it

         16  seems like the only people that are being penalized

         17  are the people that are trying to legally do

         18  business. You know, as Council Member Clarke said,

         19  their insurance cost, their maintenance cost, you

         20  know, TLC needs to find a way to go after the

         21  illegal operators and get them, clear the streets of

         22  the illegal operators.

         23                 I know that that's an enforcement

         24  issue, but TLC can also work with DMV, with other

         25  concerned companies, to do everything that is
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          2  computerized now, for anybody that has a van on a

          3  street. Once there's an initial ticket given for

          4  someone on our illegal commuter van, TLC needs to

          5  work aggressively with others other agencies and

          6  move them permanently.

          7                 While we can't always depend on the

          8  police, we can do things like working with State

          9  DMV, to take away somebody's right to operate if we

         10  know they're operating illegally.

         11                 We have to clear the playing field.

         12  Because if you're making someone who is trying to be

         13  legal would triple the cost, compete with somebody

         14  that's operating illegally, the system is

         15  fundamentally imbalanced and is going to implode.

         16                 Another thing that I would ask you to

         17  look into, as newly-appointed TLC members, is the

         18  issue regarding base stations licensing. You know,

         19  clearly the issues on base station licensing and the

         20  new regulations are burdensome to people that have

         21  no idea of what the regulations are until they

         22  absolutely have to go through it.

         23                 If you could just make that clear for

         24  them up front, and maybe extend the time, so that

         25  people that never had to go through the community
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          2  board before or come to our offices -- I've gotten a

          3  lot of concerns over the summer about people that

          4  never had to do that before, how they do that. And

          5  the window of opportunity is too small for them to

          6  do that.

          7                 I think it's a good idea. You know,

          8  it gives people more opportunity, especially the

          9  Community Boards an opportunity to really bases

         10  licenses. But on the other hand, we don't want to

         11  kill business by restricting their window of

         12  opportunity.

         13                 And then the third thing, on behalf

         14  of the cab industry, with the spike in gas prices,

         15  we do need to push on more hybrid cabs and more

         16  handicapped cabs. And I hope that both of you will

         17  be voices, and especially, Mr. Gonzales, since you

         18  used to live on Laurelton, you have a real issue on

         19  the cab industry, the lack of cabs in the outer

         20  boroughs. I'm not sure how it is in the Bronx. I

         21  don't spend a lot of time in the Bronx. But, you

         22  know, clearly making more cabs available for the

         23  outer boroughs is another issue. But I just want to

         24  congratulate you on behalf of the Committee. I'm

         25  sure that both of you will do a good job.
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          2                 Council Member Chris Quinn is here.

          3  Can we take your vote for the record?

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Council Member Quinn.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: Aye on all.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: The vote now stands at

          7  eight in the affirmative, zero in the negative, no

          8  abstentions.

          9                 CHAIRPERSON COMRIE: Council Member

         10  Madeline Provenzano is here. Can we get your vote

         11  for the record? Indicating yes.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: Yes.

         13                 CHAIRPERSON COMRIE: And we will hold

         14  our roll open, because other members are moving in

         15  and out.

         16                 With that I will close the business

         17  part of the meeting. Congratulations to both of you

         18  gentlemen. I look forward to working with you in

         19  your capacity as TLC Commissioners.

         20                 I want to thank the staff. Please,

         21  members, don't forget to sign the documents, the

         22  papers. And I want to thank the staff for their

         23  thorough review of Mr. Gonzales and Mr. Vargas,

         24  especially during this particular period. So, thank

         25  you very much.
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          2                 With that, I'll close this part of

          3  the meeting.

          4                 MR. GONZALES: Thank you, Chairman

          5  Comrie.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: The vote currently

          7  stands at nine.

          8                 Committee on Rules. Council Member

          9  Fidler.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Aye on all.

         11                 (Hearing concluded at 11:16 a.m.)
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