                                                            1

          1

          2  CITY COUNCIL

          3

             CITY OF NEW YORK

          4  -------------------------------x

          5  THE TRANSCRIPT OF THE MINUTES

          6           of the

          7  RECESSED STATED COUNCIL MEETING

                        of

          8        JUNE 23, 2005

                      Held On

          9        JUNE 30, 2005

         10  -------------------------------x

         11                 June 30, 2005

                            Start:  12:25 p.m.

         12                 Recess: 2:10 p.m.

         13                 City Hall

                            Council Chambers

         14                 New York, New York

         15

                  B E F O R E:

         16

                      BETSY GOTBAUM

         17                   Public Advocate

         18

                      COUNCIL MEMBERS:  Joseph Addabbo

         19                             Tony Avella

                                        Maria Baez

         20                             Charles Barron

                                        Tracy Boyland

         21                             Gale Brewer

                                        Yvette Clarke

         22                             Leroy Comrie

         23

         24            LEGAL-EASE COURT REPORTING SERVICES, INC.

                              17 Battery Place -  Suite 1308

         25                   New York, New York 10004

                                    800-756-3410

                                                            2

          1

          2  A P P E A R A N C E S (CONTINUED)

          3

                   COUNCIL MEMBERS:

          4                         Bill DeBlasio

                                    Erik Martin-Dilan

          5                         Simcha Felder

                                    Lewis Fidler

          6                         Helen Foster

                                    Dennis Gallagher

          7                         James Gennaro

                                    Vincent Gentile

          8                         Alan Gerson

                                    Eric Gioia

          9                         Sarah Gonzalez

                                    Robert Jackson

         10                         Latitia James

                                    Allan Jennings

         11                         Melinda Katz

                                    G. Oliver Koppell

         12                         Andrew Lanza

                                    John Liu

         13                         Margarita Lopez

                                    Miguel Martinez

         14                         Michael McMahon

                                    A. Gifford Miller

         15                         Hiram Monserrate

                                    Eva Moskowitz

         16                         Michael Nelson

                                    James Oddo

         17                         Annabel Palma

                                    Bill Perkins

         18                         Madeline Provenzano

                                    Christine Quinn

         19                         Domenic Recchia

                                    Philip Reed

         20                         Diana Reyna

                                    Joel Rivera

         21                         James Sanders

                                    Larry Seabrook

         22                         Helen Sears

                                    Kendall Stewart

         23                         Peter Vallone, Jr.

                                    Albert Vann

         24                         David Weprin

                                    David Yassky

         25

                                                            3

          1

          2  A P P E A R A N C E S (CONTINUED)

          3

                         STAFF:       Victor Robles

          4                           City Clerk

          5                           Claude Cherry,

                                      Council Clerk

          6

          7

          8

          9

         10

         11

         12

         13

         14

         15

         16

         17

         18

         19

         20

         21

         22

         23

         24

         25

                                                            4

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: The recessed

          3  meeting of June 23rd, will be held today, June 30th.

          4  I will call the meeting to order.

          5                 Roll call.

          6                 Oh, I'm sorry. Pledge of Allegiance.

          7                 (Pledge of Allegiance.)

          8                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Roll call.

          9                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Addabbo.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Here.

         11                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Arroyo.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER ARROYO: Here.

         13                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Avella.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Here.

         15                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Baez.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ: Here.

         17                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Barron.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Here.

         19                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Boyland.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: Here.

         21                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Brewer.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Here.

         23                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Clarke.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Present.

         25                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Comrie.

                                                            5

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Here.

          3                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: DeBlasio.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEBLASIO: Here.

          5                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Dilan.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: Here.

          7                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Felder.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Here.

          9                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Fidler.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Here.

         11                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Foster.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Here.

         13                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gallagher.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Here.

         15                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gennaro.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Here.

         17                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gentile.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: Here.

         19                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gerson.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Here.

         21                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gioia.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: Here.

         23                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gonzalez.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER GONZALEZ: Here.

         25                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Jackson.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: I'm here.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: James.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: Here.

          5                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Jennings.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER JENNINGS: Here.

          7                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Katz.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Here.

          9                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Koppell.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Here.

         11                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Lanza.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER LANZA: Here.

         13                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Liu.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Here.

         15                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Lopez.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: Here.

         17                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Martinez.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Here.

         19                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: McMahon.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Here.

         21                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Monserrate.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Here.

         23                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Moskowitz.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER MOSKOWITZ: Here.

         25                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Nelson.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Here.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Palma.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER PALMA: Here.

          5                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Perkins.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Here.

          7                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Provenzano.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: Here.

          9                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Quinn.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: Here.

         11                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Recchia.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Here.

         13                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Reed.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: Here.

         15                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Reyna.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: Here.

         17                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Sanders.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Here.

         19                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Seabrook.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Here.

         21                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Sears.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Here.

         23                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Stewart.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Yes.

         25                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Vallone.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Here.

          3                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Vann.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Here.

          5                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Weprin.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Here.

          7                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Yassky.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Here.

          9                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Oddo.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Here.

         11                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Rivera.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: Here.

         13                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Speaker Miller.

         14                 SPEAKER MILLER: Here.

         15                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: You have a quorum,

         16  Ma'am.

         17                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: A quorum is

         18  present.

         19                 Mr. Speaker.

         20                 SPEAKER MILLER: If we could begin, my

         21  colleagues? I'd ask for your attention for a moment.

         22                 Since our last meeting, I regret to

         23  say that we lost another New Yorker in Iraq.

         24  Corporal Romona Valdez was 20 years old, was killed

         25  on Thursday, and she was riding in Filuza and the
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          2  vehicle she was in came under attack.

          3                 I would ask you to join with me by

          4  rising and observing a moment in silence in her

          5  memory.

          6                 (Moment of silence observed.)

          7                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you.

          8                 I'd also note for my colleagues,

          9  we're going to go a little bit out of order from the

         10  current agenda, because we need to pass the budget

         11  modification as soon as is humanely possible, so

         12  that we can get all the work of the budget

         13  modification done before the close of business.

         14                 If we don't get this done before

         15  close of business, the City stands the potential of

         16  losing three and a half billion dollars.

         17                 So, we need to vote on the budget

         18  modification. This is not the point to make comments

         19  about the overall budget. We will come back. We will

         20  go through the rest of the agenda. Members will have

         21  the opportunity to speak then.

         22                 The faster that we can get this done,

         23  the sooner the Department of Finance can get its

         24  work done so that we can protect the budget of the

         25  City of New York. So, I would ask you to just bear
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          2  with us and move as swiftly on this as possible.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports of the

          4  Committee on Finance.

          5                 Preconsidered M 605 and companion

          6  Reso 1061.

          7                 SPEAKER MILLER: Both of these are --

          8  I ask that the clerk call the rolls on both of those

          9  items.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: And

         11  preconsidered 6 -- M 606 and companion Reso 1062.

         12                 SPEAKER MILLER: I ask the clerk to

         13  call the roll on M, Preconsidered M 606 and M 607.

         14  Thank you.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Addabbo.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Aye.

         17                 SPEAKER MILLER: I'm sorry, M 605 amd

         18  M 606, which are MN 6 and MN 7.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Arroyo.

         20                 (No response.)

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Avella.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Yes.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Baez.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ: Aye.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Barron.
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          2                 (No response.)

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Boyland.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: Yes.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Brewer.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Yes.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Clarke.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Aye on all.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Comrie.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Aye on all.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: DeBlasio.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEBLASIO: Yes.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Dilan.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: Aye on all.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Felder.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Aye.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Fidler.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Aye.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Foster.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Aye on all.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gallagher.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Aye on all.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gennaro.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Aye.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gentile.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: Aye.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gerson.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Aye.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gioia.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: Yes.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gonzalez.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER GONZALEZ: Aye.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jackson.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Aye.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: James.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: Here. I mean,

         13  yes.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jennings.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER JENNINGS: Yes.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Katz.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Aye.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Koppell.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Aye.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lanza.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER LANZA: Aye.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Liu.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Yes.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lopez.

         25                 (No response.)
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Martinez.

          3                 (No response.)

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: McMahon.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Aye.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Monserrate.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Aye.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Moskowitz.

          9                 (No response.)

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Nelson.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Aye.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Palma.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER PALMA: Aye.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Perkins.

         15                 (No response.)

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Provenzano.

         17                 (No response.)

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Quinn.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: Yes.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Recchia.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Aye.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reed.

         23                 (No response.)

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reyna.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: Aye on all.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sanders.

          3                 (No response.)

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Seabrook.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Aye.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sears.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Aye.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Stewart.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Aye.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reed.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: Aye.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vallone.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Aye.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vann.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Aye.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Weprin.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Aye.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Yassky.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Aye.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lopez.

         21                 (No response.)

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Martinez.

         23                 (No response.)

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Perkins.

         25                 (No response.)
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Provenzano.

          3                 (No response.)

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Oddo.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Yes.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Rivera.

          7                 (No response.)

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Speaker Mr. Miller.

          9                 SPEAKER MILLER: (Not using

         10  microphone) Aye.

         11                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: These two

         12  items were adopted by a vote of 43 in the

         13  affirmative, zero in the negative and zero

         14  abstentions.

         15                 Supplemental Messages and Papers from

         16  the Mayor.

         17                 Quiet, please.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 604.

         19                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Supplemental

         20  Communication from City, County and Borough Off --

         21  I'm sorry, Mr. Speaker.

         22                 SPEAKER MILLER: M 604 is received,

         23  ordered printed and filed. I'm sorry.

         24                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM:

         25  Supplemental.
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          2                 Communication from City, County and

          3  Borough Offices.

          4                 Quiet, please.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: On page two,

          6  Preconsidered M 607.

          7                 SPEAKER MILLER: Finance.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 608, 609,

          9  610, 611, 612, 613 and 614.

         10                 SPEAKER MILLER: Transportation.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 615 through

         12  622.

         13                 SPEAKER MILLER: Transportation.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 623, through

         15  630.

         16                 SPEAKER MILLER: Transportation.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 631 through

         18  639.

         19                 SPEAKER MILLER: Transportation.

         20                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Supplemental

         21  Petitions and Communications.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: None.

         23                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Supplemental

         24  Land Use Call-Ups.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 640.
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          2                 SPEAKER MILLER: At this point I'd ask

          3  the clerk to call the roll, and on the one Land Use

          4  Call-Up.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Addabbo.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Aye.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Arroyo.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER ARROYO: Aye.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Avella.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Aye.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Baez.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ: Aye.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Barron.

         14                 (No response.)

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Boyland.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: Yes.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Brewer.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Aye.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Clarke.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Aye on all.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Comrie.

         22                 (No response.)

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: DeBlasio.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEBLASIO: Aye.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Dilan.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: Aye.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Felder.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Aye.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Fidler.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Aye.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Foster.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Aye.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gallagher.

         10                 (No response.)

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gennaro.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Aye.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gentile.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: Aye.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gerson.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Aye.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gioia.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: Aye.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gonzalez.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER GONZALEZ: Aye.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jackson.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Aye.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: James.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: Aye.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jennings.
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          2                 (No response.)

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Katz.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Yes.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Koppell.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Yes.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lanza.

          8                 (No response.)

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Liu.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Yes.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lopez.

         12                 (No response.)

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Martinez.

         14                 (No response.)

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Monserrate.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Aye.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Moskowitz.

         18                 (No response.)

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Nelson.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Aye.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Palma.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER PALMA: Aye on all.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Perkins.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Aye.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Provenzano.

                                                            20

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: I would

          3  like to ask permission, Public Advocate --

          4                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: -- To vote

          6  on the budget mod, Land Use items, and all General

          7  Coupled Orders that will be coming up, because I

          8  have to leave.

          9                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZNO: Thank you.

         11                 Having said that, I vote yes. Thank

         12  you.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Quinn.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: Aye.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Recchia.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Aye.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reed.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: Aye.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reyna.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: Aye.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sanders.

         22                 (No response.)

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Seabrook.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Aye.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sears.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Aye.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Stewart.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Aye.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vallone.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Aye.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vann.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Aye.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Weprin.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Aye.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Yassky.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Aye.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Oddo.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Yes.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Rivera.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA:  I vote aye.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Speaker Mr. Miller.

         18                 SPEAKER MILLER: Aye.

         19                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Today's Land

         20  Use Call-Ups were adopted by a vote of 43 in the

         21  affirmative and zero in the negative.

         22                 Supplemental Communication from the

         23  Speaker.

         24                 SPEAKER MILLER: My colleagues, this

         25  is our fourth budget together, and the final one
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          2  that I will be passing with you as speaker of the

          3  Council.

          4                 We've done some things well in the

          5  last four years, but one of the things I think we've

          6  done best is that we have made sure that the budgets

          7  we passed in this body always reflect the lives of

          8  real people.

          9                 Without our action today, thousands

         10  of New Yorkers would lose day care for their

         11  children.

         12                 Without our actions today, millions

         13  of New Yorkers would lose access to their libraries,

         14  and the broader horizons that those extraordinary

         15  places open for them.

         16                 Thousands of young people would lose

         17  their college scholarships and the opportunity to

         18  get a better life.

         19                 Hundreds of thousands of seniors

         20  would lose programs that help keep them healthy and

         21  independent, and living in dignity in the

         22  communities they made strong.

         23                 Without our actions today, working

         24  people would have to pay more for clothing to ensure

         25  that their children stay warm in the winter.
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          2                 These budgets that we passed over the

          3  last four years have always stood up for the values

          4  and priorities of every day New Yorkers. And every

          5  time we have come together to set those priorities,

          6  putting education first, and stopping billions of

          7  dollars worth of cuts to our schools; keeping faith

          8  with our compact with seniors to help protect them

          9  as they live in dignity in the City; protecting

         10  children from the scourge of infant mortality and

         11  ensuring that they have day care and after school

         12  programs; attacking serious problems in our City

         13  that would otherwise go unaddressed.

         14                 Long-term structural unemployment. It

         15  was this Council that led the way last year, and

         16  this Council that continues forward today creating

         17  programs to address that terrible disparity.

         18                 HIV and AIDS, particularly in

         19  communities of color. It was this Council that led

         20  the way, and this Council takes another step forward

         21  today to ensure that we acknowledge aloud the

         22  epidemic that is ravaging communities across this

         23  City.

         24                 Legal services for the poor. It was

         25  this Council that has fought time and time again to
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          2  ensure that every New Yorker's rights mean

          3  something. And today we take another step in the

          4  direction of making this a more just city.

          5                 I am proud to serve in this body.

          6  Proud to serve with each and every one of you

          7  because whenever we've had differences, we've worked

          8  together to resolve them and found strength in our

          9  common cause and in our mission to make this a city

         10  where every New Yorker is remembered, where every

         11  New York life is valued and where we can truly say

         12  that we are ensuring that opportunity, not just for

         13  some comes, but opportunity for all is made

         14  possible.

         15                 That's the work that this Council has

         16  done over the last four years. That's the work that

         17  we do today. It's been a privilege undertaking it

         18  with all of you, and I thank you for it.

         19                 And I want to, I'm going to come back

         20  and thank more people at the end, but I want to

         21  thank generally all of the staff of the New York

         22  City Council, who work tirelessly, particularly at

         23  this time of the year, many of them have not slept

         24  in two or three days, to ensure that we are able to

         25  fulfill our responsibility, particularly my Chief of
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          2  Staff, Chuck Meara, our Finance Director Larian

          3  Angelo, and all of the staff at Finance, but all of

          4  the staff do a tremendous job. And I think we all

          5  owe them a round of applause to thank them for their

          6  work.

          7                 I'd like to thank our leadership

          8  team. Our Majority Leader Joel Rivera. Our Deputy

          9  Majority Leader Bill Perkins. Our Majority Whip

         10  Leroy Comrie. The entire negotiating team, which

         11  spent extra hours going through pulling names out of

         12  a hat, but also every day struggling with the tough

         13  decisions that we have to make in order to protect

         14  New Yorkers' lives.

         15                 I want to thank all the delegations,

         16  all the members of the Council. And I'd like to

         17  thank the Finance Chair, David Weprin, and give him

         18  an opportunity to say a few words about this budget

         19  that we are passing later today.

         20                 Chairman Weprin.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Thank you, Mr.

         22  Speaker, fellow colleagues.

         23                 These past few weeks have been most

         24  demanding. As we have all worked hard to provide the

         25  people of New York City with a workable budget.
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          2                 Couple this with hundreds of funding

          3  requests from constituent groups, as well as

          4  countless Citywide organizations, attempting to

          5  better the lives of our citizens, and we were

          6  confronted with what happened to be a daunting

          7  situation. Yet, despite these multiple challenges,

          8  we have succeeded.

          9                 We have produced a comprehensive and

         10  responsible budget for the people of our City that

         11  has restored cuts, created several new initiatives,

         12  and invested in our future.

         13                 We have focused on tax relief by

         14  rolling back the City's sales tax on clothing and

         15  footwear purchases under $110. We have listened to

         16  the needs of working parents and have secured $10

         17  million for the restoration of 1,500 day care slots.

         18                 We have concentrated on the safety

         19  and enrichment of our youth, while restoring money

         20  to after school programs that will offer

         21  supplementary cultural educational opportunities.

         22                 Programs such as the Cultural After

         23  School Adventure, CASA, will serve to enhance the

         24  education of our City students.

         25                 In an effort to protect our City's
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          2  most vulnerable citizens, this budget invests in

          3  programs to combat chronic unemployment, focusing

          4  especially especially on the unemployment that is

          5  plaguing New York's minority communities.

          6                 The Council should be proud to have

          7  restored $10 million and enhanced by $8 million the

          8  Council's workforce initiative, which will provide

          9  workforce development for the most in need

         10  communities in this City.

         11                 We should be proud of the efforts we

         12  have made to restore $29 million and added an

         13  additional $4 million to our City's libraries.

         14                 Our libraries provide a great service

         15  to our citizens.

         16                 As Regina mentioned many, many times,

         17  libraries are one of the few services offered by the

         18  City that are open to anyone and everyone. Through

         19  the efforts of the Council, libraries will continue

         20  to stay open five days a week. Some will even

         21  provide six day service.

         22                 The restitutions made to maintain our

         23  City's parks, including the hiring of 500 additional

         24  seasonal workers, will allow our constituents to

         25  continue to enjoy New York's open spaces.
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          2                 Additionally, this budget secures

          3  funding for community colleges so that more New

          4  Yorkers can pursue higher education and be able to

          5  give back to the great City of New York.

          6                 Also adding to this effort was our

          7  full restoration of $7 million and an additional

          8  enhancement of $4 million for the Peter Vallone

          9  Scholarship program.

         10                 This Council has also concerned

         11  itself with the plight of new immigrants to our

         12  City. Immigrants face an especially difficult path

         13  and the funding that has been secured for the

         14  immigrant opportunity initiative will help new

         15  immigrants with both language skills and legal

         16  needs, so that they can become contributing members

         17  of our City.

         18                 In addition, homeowners will once

         19  again receive a property tax rebate that will return

         20  money to the pockets of our constituents.

         21                 I would like to end the 2006 budget

         22  season by congratulating all my colleagues who have

         23  worked many, many hours through their delegation in

         24  setting budget priorities.

         25                 For many of you, this is your last
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          2  City budget -- for some of you anyway, this is your

          3  last budget as a member of the New York City

          4  Council.

          5                 Know that your concentration effort

          6  and work on behalf of those who elected you has been

          7  exceptional.

          8                 I would especially like to thank

          9  Speaker Miller for providing leadership and insight

         10  during this difficult process and during the

         11  previous three difficult budgets as well.

         12                 His efforts this year and every year

         13  have led to the passage of yet another budget that

         14  New Yorkers can truly be proud of.

         15                 I am proud to have been able to work

         16  closely with him again through this most arduous

         17  process and thankful for his vision and continued

         18  leadership of this body.

         19                 I also want to extend my deep

         20  appreciation to Larian Angelo, our Director of the

         21  Finance Unit.

         22                 I'd love to be able to name each and

         23  every member of the Finance staff, but we don't have

         24  the time for that. But it is one of the most highly

         25  professional staff I have ever encountered in any
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          2  profession I have been affiliated with.

          3                 Their efforts were effective in

          4  providing guidance and nuts and bolts information in

          5  developing this budget as well as previous budgets.

          6                 I have witnessed firsthand the many

          7  sleepless nights the Finance staff has spent working

          8  to complete this budget. For this and for all their

          9  work year-round, I am truly thankful.

         10                 Thank you all.

         11                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Supplemental

         12  Discussion of General Orders.

         13                 Council Member Gerson.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Thank you,

         15  Madam Public Advocate. I thank my colleagues on the

         16  Council for your indulgence. I need to enter a

         17  statement on the record, with respect to

         18  modifications to my proposed capital budget

         19  allocations as discussed with the Finance staff.

         20                 Madam Public Advocate, this is based

         21  literally on overnight developments involving

         22  conversations with the Administration.

         23                 Based on a tentative agreement

         24  reached with the Administration and the Parks

         25  Department with respect to Washington Square Park,
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          2  Washington Square Park's renovation, and based on

          3  expectations of matching funds with respect to

          4  construction in Washington Market Park, 325,000 of

          5  the amount originally allocated to Washington Market

          6  Park needs to be and will be reallocated to the

          7  renovation of Washington Square Park.

          8                 Secondly, and finally -- excuse me.

          9  Secondly and finally, based on conversations with

         10  the Department of Cultural Affairs, representing the

         11  Administration and based on further expectation of

         12  funds from the Lower Manhattan Development

         13  Corporation, $500,000 originally allocated to the

         14  new museum should be and must be reallocated to

         15  Three-Legged Dog, as part of the Lower Manhattan

         16  Revitalization Projects.

         17                 And thank you very much. I reserve

         18  the balance of my remarks for general discussion.

         19  Thank you.

         20                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         21  Member Fidler.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Thank you,

         23  Madam Public Advocate.

         24                 I promise, I won't speak now and then

         25  explain my vote later.
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          2                 This is the General Order Calendar,

          3  right? This is the budget we're talking about?

          4                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Yes, Council

          5  member, it is.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Okay.

          7                 All right, I will not then explain my

          8  vote later.

          9                 I also want to extend my thanks to

         10  the Finance staff, to Larian, to Staci, to Jeff for

         11  the work that they've done, and to the Speaker.

         12                 But as Chairman of the Youth Services

         13  Committee, I want to say one big thank you to my

         14  colleagues on behalf of the young people of the City

         15  of New York.

         16                 You know, last year I was a little

         17  disappointed. I think some of the things like summer

         18  jobs fell through the gap. This year, my colleagues,

         19  you did not let that happen. And I know that there

         20  isn't big lobbying money, and the next 13 year old

         21  you see on the street isn't going to be able to vote

         22  for you. But you did the right thing for young

         23  people.

         24                 As you look down this budget, the new

         25  programs that enhancements that we funded, I find
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          2  over $23 million for your young people. 6.7 for

          3  summer jobs, 4 million for Beacon programs. And I

          4  want to thank Council Member Arroyo for her help on

          5  that. 6.4 million for CASA, which is an additional

          6  after school program. Thank you, Councilman Recchia.

          7  Two and a half million for the After School

          8  Corporation. Thank you, Diana Reyna. Shelter beds

          9  for runaway and homeless youth. Thank you,

         10  Councilman Gerson. The HIP program for schools,

         11  thank you, Councilman Vann. Hundreds of thousands of

         12  dollars. 2.4 million for assorted youth programs

         13  like Junior Tennis League, and Sports and Arts and

         14  Virtual Y.  It comes to almost $25 million for our

         15  young people. God bless you all. Thank you. I have

         16  never been prouder to serve with all of you.

         17                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         18  Member Oddo.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Thank you, Madam

         20  Public Advocate.

         21                 I, too, would like to begin by

         22  thanking the staff for all its hard work.

         23                 You know, the Council is often

         24  criticized around budget time. They say that we only

         25  play with the fringes, but if you look at the
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          2  fringes, the fringes are culturals, libraries,

          3  seniors, youth services, as Council Member Fidler

          4  alluded to, and there are clearly good things in

          5  this budget and some better things as a result of

          6  the Council's work.

          7                 And I don't want to be the voice of

          8  doom and gloom, but I think it's incumbent upon me

          9  to say it, because I think if I don't say it or one

         10  of the Republicans doesn't say it, it won't be said.

         11  And that's that we have to try to attempt to keep it

         12  real and realize that there are serious fiscal

         13  problems on the horizon. And the smiles and the

         14  optimism and the sunny days of late June will

         15  quickly turn into frowns and gloom come January. And

         16  the reality is, regardless of who is elected on

         17  either side of the City Hall, there's lots of pain

         18  on the horizons and lots of tough decisions.

         19                 I think that we made our lives a

         20  little bit tougher, a lot tougher, frankly, come

         21  January, by missing an opportunity to do even more

         22  this budget.

         23                 We rolled over a lot of money but we

         24  really didn't address the spending side of the

         25  budget, and I think in all of the optimism today,
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          2  somebody has got to stand up and say to New Yorkers,

          3  we have some serious problems, and the reality is

          4  that there are tax increases looming in all of our

          5  headlights. So, I appreciate the hard work of my

          6  staff and my colleagues, Speaker, Chairman Weprin

          7  and all the votes in the budget negotiating team. I

          8  wish the press could see those meetings and see the

          9  unity of the Council and the spirit.

         10                 And I'm happy for all the good things

         11  in this budget, but I think it needs to be put on

         12  the record that we have a lot of work to do, and

         13  these next six months are going to be the quickest

         14  six months you can imagine. And come January we're

         15  going to have a lot of work on our plate.

         16                 Thank you.

         17                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         18  Member Jackson.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Thank you,

         20  Madam Chair.

         21                 I rise today to express my thanks to

         22  all the people involved in this budget process,

         23  including the Mayor's people in his side of the

         24  aisle. It can't be done by ourselves, even though we

         25  are the administrative body that approves the
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          2  budget.

          3                 I need to say that as a co-chair of

          4  the Black, Latino and Asian Caucus. One of the

          5  things that we emphasized constantly throughout our

          6  process was additional funding for all the people

          7  that are involved in protecting working people in

          8  New York City and especially people that cannot

          9  afford legal services.

         10                 And I'm proud to say that throughout

         11  this budget process, we kept focus in on that

         12  particular matter, along with other matters that

         13  were mentioned, such as instructional unemployment,

         14  and immigration initiatives, and other items like

         15  that. But clearly, when you look at this budget, all

         16  of the restorations and many enhancements for those

         17  that provide legal services, for the people that we

         18  represent. And to all of those involved, including

         19  all of my colleagues, on behalf of all of the people

         20  who represent, and Gifford Miller, our Speaker, I

         21  say thank you. Thank you. Thank you.

         22                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         23  Member Lopez.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: Thank you,

         25  Madam Public Advocate.
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          2                 Today I only want to speak in regard

          3  to the budget to one item, and it's in regard to the

          4  taxis being accessible to people with disabilities.

          5                 My colleagues perhaps notice there is

          6  a lot of people here present in the Chambers that

          7  are wheelchair users. I want to make very clear to

          8  them and to the public, that Speaker Gifford Miller

          9  kept his commitment and his principle to people with

         10  disabilities. And that should be commended.

         11                 Thanks to him and his leadership,

         12  we're standing here together with the Council, in

         13  looking at a 1.325 million I believe -- I believe

         14  that's the amount, if I am mistaken, forgive me --

         15  that is going to convert the yellow taxi fleet into

         16  permanently wheelchair accessible, and that what is

         17  the budget about.

         18                 The budget of the City of New York is

         19  about making the money that taxpayers paid to bring

         20  people and include the City to be part of it. That's

         21  what the budget is about. And we should not lose

         22  sight of it. It's about equality. It's about

         23  granting that the needs of this City need to be

         24  fulfilled for all citizens, not for some citizens.

         25                 It's about making sure that the taxes
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          2  that we pay are used to make a better society, and a

          3  society that fulfill the commitment to what we

          4  believe civilization is about.

          5                 Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Thank you to

          6  all of the chairs of the committees, of the

          7  different committee of the City Council that work so

          8  hard during the entire year to fulfill this budget.

          9  And I want to thank in particular the members of the

         10  Committee of the Mental Health, Mental Retardation,

         11  Alcohol, Substance Abuse and Disability Services for

         12  allowing me to serve you as the chair during these

         13  four years. Thank you for the opportunity.

         14                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         15  Member Brewer.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Hi. It's Gale.

         17                 Thank you very much, Madam Public

         18  Advocate. I rise to also thank the staff and thank

         19  the Manhattan Delegation for meeting so often and

         20  delving so deep into the specifics of the different

         21  programs.

         22                 I also just want to thank the many

         23  non-profits, close to 500, who visited the Manhattan

         24  Delegation in order to present and we see the vast

         25  array of safety net, cultural, educational, et
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          2  cetera, services that are part of the 80,000

          3  non-profits in our great City.

          4                 So, I am here to say specifically to

          5  talk about education and cultural and libraries,

          6  that's sort of the basis, as well as the NORC

          7  program, something that I feel very strongly about,

          8  feel very pleased that there's 1.5 million and we'll

          9  hope to enlarge it in the future.

         10                 Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker,

         11  Madam Public Advocate and my fellow colleagues.

         12                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         13  Member Clarke.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Thank you very

         15  much, Madam Public Advocate.

         16                 I am just adding my voice to the

         17  members who have spoken about how wonderful this

         18  budget for the people of the City of New York.

         19                 As Chair of the Committee on Fire and

         20  Criminal Justice Services, there have been a number

         21  of initiatives that have been funded this year that

         22  will help to address a number of the issues in our

         23  community from re-entry of individuals who have been

         24  formally incarcerated through discharge planning and

         25  now Department of Corrections, to a whole host of
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          2  legal services that will help both in civil

          3  litigation and criminal litigation for those who can

          4  least afford attorneys.

          5                 We've done a wonderful work for the

          6  working class here in the City of New York through

          7  this budget, looking at the alternatives to

          8  incarceration programs and the funding that has been

          9  provided for each and every community to begin to

         10  address some of the recidivism within our

         11  communities is truly remarkable.

         12                 And then finally, in the area of

         13  fire, bringing forth this initiative for fire

         14  service fellows that is aimed at bringing diversity

         15  to the Department is extraordinary.

         16                 For far too long now the Department

         17  has not been reflective of the people of the City of

         18  New York, and we expect to see more women, more

         19  people of color and those who really wish to serve

         20  in fire service to be engaged in this program that

         21  will bring us a 21st century Fire Department.

         22                 Again, my colleagues, you are all to

         23  be commended for the extraordinary job and certainly

         24  to the Administration that negotiated with us, a

         25  true budget reflective of the values of the people
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          2  of the City of New York, and the evolution of our

          3  civil society.

          4                 Thank you very much, Madam Public

          5  Advocate.

          6                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          7  Member James.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: I, too, want to

          9  echo the sentiments of Councilwoman Clarke and

         10  commend her for providing Gideon's Triumph today for

         11  the working poor by providing legal services to all

         12  those who need it, particularly in the area of

         13  criminal defense.

         14                 Yesterday I had the opportunity to go

         15  to Criminal Court to stand with some individuals in

         16  my district who were falsely accused, and I

         17  recognize that this new initiative will go a long

         18  way in providing simple justice, equality for all

         19  and basic civil dignity.

         20                 So, again, Councilwoman Clarke,

         21  congratulations again today. This is Gideon's

         22  Triumph. Thank you.

         23                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Seeing

         24  nobody else -- oh, Council Member Gennaro.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Thank you,
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          2  Madam Public Advocate. I also wish to thank the

          3  Speaker and David Weprin and Chuck and Larian and

          4  the Finance staff. My own staff Jeff Lebb and all of

          5  my colleagues for their great work on the budget, as

          6  has been stated, a great vote today for daycare,

          7  libraries, CUNY, seniors, tax relief, health

          8  services, immigrant opportunities, and certainly the

          9  budget is the big item of the day and God bless us

         10  all. But I just did want to mention also that we

         11  have two environmental bills that, you know, merit

         12  support. A bill that we're doing on the Jamaica Bay,

         13  it's more than two years in the making, and I wish

         14  to thank in a very special way Donna DeCostanzo,

         15  Richard Colon, Peter Washburg of my own staff, you

         16  know, trying to orchestrate this bill that will do a

         17  lot to preserve this great treasure over many years

         18  and I also wish to recognize in a special way John

         19  Liu and the Speaker for their great work on clean

         20  air taxis.

         21                 And, so, that's 565-A and the clean

         22  air taxi bill, whatever it is. Thank you. Thank you,

         23  Madam Public Advocate.

         24                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         25  Member Vallone.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Thank you,

          3  Ms. Public Advocate.

          4                 As Public Safety Chair, I do have

          5  some concerns over this budget. You know, we've made

          6  great strides in the last years while we're in here

          7  keeping the City safe, however, we can't take any

          8  steps backwards, and with this budget we've missed

          9  the opportunity to put 1,000 more police officers on

         10  the street, and to give the DAs the resources they

         11  need to effectively right crime.

         12                 The budget on the whole is a great

         13  one. It provides tax relief, it funds some worthy

         14  groups, but we must remember, without safe streets,

         15  we can't enjoy any of the programs we funded today.

         16                 I look forward to continue to work

         17  with the Council with my colleagues to make sure

         18  that we keep public safety our priority.

         19                 Thank you.

         20                 I also, Madam Chair, would love to

         21  thank, as well as everyone else, Cheech, Larian,

         22  Jeff, Andy, everyone who has worked so hard on this

         23  to let us take credit for it today. Thank you.

         24                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

         25  Council member.
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          2                 Seeing nobody else, Supplemental

          3  Report of Special Committees.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: None.

          5                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Supplemental

          6  Reports of Standing Committees.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports on the

          8  Committee on Consumer Affairs.

          9                 Intro. 442-A.

         10                 SPEAKER MILLER: Amended and coupled

         11  on the General Order Calendar.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports on the

         13  Committee on Finance.

         14                 Preconsidered Intro. 665.

         15                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

         16  General Order Calendar with a message of necessity.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Preconsidered

         18  Reso 1063 and 1064.

         19                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

         20  General Order Calendar.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 523 and

         22  companion Reso 1065 and 1066.

         23                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

         24  General Order Calendar.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 524 and
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          2  companion Resos 1067 and 1068.

          3                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

          4  General Order Calendar.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 525 and

          6  companion Reso 1069.

          7                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

          8  General Order Calendar.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 526, 527,

         10  528, 529 and 530.

         11                 SPEAKER MILLER: All coupled to be

         12  filed.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 581.

         14                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled to be filed.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 531.

         16                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

         17  General Order Calendar.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Preconsidered M

         19  607 and companion Reso 1070.

         20                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

         21  General Order Calendar.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Preconsidered M

         23  641 and companion Reso 1071.

         24                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

         25  General Order Calendar.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports of the

          3  Committee on Housing and Buildings.

          4                 Intro. 607-A.

          5                 SPEAKER MILLER: Amended and laid

          6  over.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports of the

          8  Committee on Transportation.

          9                 Intro. 664.

         10                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

         11  General Order Calendar.

         12                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Supplemental

         13  General Order Calendar.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Intro. 698-A.

         15                 SPEAKER MILLER: 398.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: I'm sorry.

         17                 Intros 398-A.

         18                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on General

         19  Order Calendar.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Preconsidered

         21  Reso 1028.

         22                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

         23  General Order Calendar.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Intro. 431-A.

         25                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the
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          2  General Order Calendar.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Intro. 521-A.

          4                 SPEAKER MILLER: Laid over.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Intro. 565-A.

          6                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

          7  General Order Calendar.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Intro. 566-A.

          9                 SPEAKER MILLER: Laid over.

         10                 At this point, right? At this point

         11  I'd ask the clerk to call the roll on all items

         12  coupled on the General Order Calendar.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Addabbo.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Aye.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Arroyo.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER ARROYO: Aye.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Avella.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Madam Public

         19  Speaker, may I have a few minutes to explain my

         20  vote?

         21                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: As my

         23  colleagues have said earlier, this is a good budget

         24  and there is a lot of good things in here for the

         25  City of New York and its citizens.
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          2                 However, I want to comment, and I

          3  will vote for it, I vote yes.

          4                 However, I do want to make a comment.

          5  There's been a lot of speculation in the media in

          6  the past couple of days that there would be

          7  retribution in this budget against those people who

          8  voted against the Speaker on the Solid Waste

          9  Management Plan, and as far as I can determine that,

         10  in fact, has occurred.

         11                 I think it is absolutely disgraceful

         12  that members who vote their conscience for what they

         13  think may be the appropriate thing for the City of

         14  New York get punished in the budget.

         15                 In my opinion, the Speaker acts,

         16  whether it's the Speaker of the City Council or the

         17  Speaker of the Assembly or any legislative body,

         18  when the Speaker negotiates with the Executive

         19  Branch, and attains a pot of money for the body,

         20  that body of money should be split equally between

         21  the members, and not held up to the political whims

         22  of whoever may be in charge at the time.

         23                 It is very unfortunate, because you

         24  know something? Why have individual Council members

         25  then? Why not just elect somebody to represent the
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          2  entire, to have a Speaker and a Mayor and let them

          3  run the City of New York.

          4                 This is something that has happened

          5  today. It's happened in years past, it has happened

          6  in other legislative bodies. But you know something?

          7  I think today is a clear example of a particular

          8  vote and the retribution. And this issue is not

          9  going to go away. I can assure everybody in this

         10  body, I'm not going to let this issue go away,

         11  because in terms of good government, I think it's

         12  disgraceful, and I think it's about time that

         13  government change and that people be allowed to vote

         14  the way they think is right.

         15                 Thank you, Madam Public Advocate.

         16                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         17  member.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Baez.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ: Permission to

         20  explain my vote?

         21                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ: While I

         23  certainly vote yes today, I also share the

         24  sentiments of my colleagues.

         25                 We've been called "trash traitors."
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          2  It's unfortunate that our districts have to suffer,

          3  and while you can take away the money, you cannot

          4  take away the self-respect from our districts. Thank

          5  you.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Boyland.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: Can I be

          8  excused to explain my vote?

          9                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: My

         11  colleagues, I'm proud of what we've been able to do

         12  today, especially for the children of New York.

         13  Parents should know that we've been able to fund an

         14  additional 1,500 child care slots for their children

         15  and restore 2,500 slots that were proposed to be

         16  cut.

         17                 Finally, in addition, child care, the

         18  Council were able to fund important initiatives on

         19  domestic violence, unemployment, education and

         20  immigration.

         21                 I would like to acknowledge Speaker

         22  Miller for fighting each year for the priorities of

         23  the City of New York.

         24                 As you know, this will be my last

         25  budget, and we've been able, under Speaker Vallone
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          2  and Speaker Miller, to be proud of the resources

          3  that I have been able to secure for the people of

          4  the 41st City Council District.

          5                 In the last eight years we have

          6  created in the 41st District alone over 5,000 units

          7  of affordable housing, which creates construction

          8  jobs, as well as homeowners.

          9                 We've also been able to create the

         10  very first biotechnology incubator at SUNY

         11  Downstate, which I hope in my lifetime will be able

         12  to cure cancer.

         13                 So, my colleagues, these last eight

         14  years have been very rewarding for me in the City

         15  Council. And I hope that I've been able to justify,

         16  with the faith of the people of the 41st District,

         17  as well as the City, and work forward to continuing

         18  the fight as I vote yes, and I vote for issues such

         19  as Connect from the Women's Issues, the Minority and

         20  Woman-Owned Businesses that will thrive, the

         21  prevention of HIV and AIDS, the 3.4 million plus 5.3

         22  million to prevent AIDS education outreach, infant

         23  mortality, the 7.5 million, cancer initiatives, and

         24  all of the wonderful things that this budget has

         25  done for the City of New York. I vote aye.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Brewer.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Aye.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Clarke.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Madam Public

          6  Advocate, may I be excused to explain my vote?

          7                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: I just wanted

          9  to thank all of my colleagues who worked on the

         10  budget negotiation team, that was a truly mammoth

         11  task to be able to cull from our delegations and

         12  various interests from the Women's Caucus to the

         13  Black, Latino and Asian Caucus, to come through with

         14  a budget that again really reflects the values of

         15  the people that we serve.

         16                 I want to thank in particular Larry

         17  Seabrook. I want to thank Oliver Koppell. I want to

         18  thank our Deputy Majority Leader who helped lead the

         19  charge.

         20                 I have a large portfolio as Chair of

         21  the Committee on Fire and Criminal Justice Services,

         22  and being able to work with them, within the

         23  negotiating team and those who served there, to

         24  understand the interest of a committee that they may

         25  not necessarily serve on, was really very, very,
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          2  very, very important step for us.

          3                 So, I want to thank, again, those

          4  individuals who helped to shape the negotiation that

          5  we have in terms of this budget today, and I want to

          6  vote aye on all.

          7                 Thank you very much, Madam Public

          8  Advocate.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Comrie.

         10                 (No response.)

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: DeBlasio.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEBLASIO: Aye on all.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Dilan.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: Madam Public

         15  Advocate, may I have a moment to explain my vote?

         16                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: Yeah, I just

         18  briefly would like to thank all of my colleagues who

         19  are voting on the budget for the last time, for the

         20  privilege in serving with them. From each and every

         21  one of you I've gained some type of knowledge about

         22  how this body has worked budgetarily and

         23  legislatively. And I have truly appreciated the

         24  friendship and the passion about the issues that you

         25  all care about individually, whether I support that

                                                            54

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  issue or not. You guys will sorely be missed in this

          3  body in the future.

          4                 On that note, Madam Public Advocate,

          5  I vote aye on all, except for Intro. 438-A, which I

          6  vote no.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Felder.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Yes.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Fidler.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: I forgot to

         11  thank Cheech before, and aye in all.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Foster.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Yes.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gallagher.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Madam

         16  Public Advocate, may I request unanimous consent to

         17  my colleagues to vote in the affirmative on all Land

         18  Use Call-Ups?

         19                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Thank you.

         21                 On the General Order Calendar, I will

         22  be voting aye on all, with the exception of

         23  preconsidered M 641 and the corresponding resolution

         24  1071, in which I will be voting no.

         25                 Thank you.

                                                            55

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gennaro.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Aye.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gentile.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: With thanks

          6  to our Finance Division, I vote aye.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gerson.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: May I be

          9  excused to explain my vote?

         10                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Thank you.

         12                 First of all, I am, as always,

         13  extraordinarily proud that Larian Angelo resides

         14  within Council District No. 1, even though I can

         15  assure my colleagues I get not one extra penny as a

         16  result, but she does a phenomenal job for all of us.

         17                 I want to thank her, Jeff Rodas,

         18  Chair of our Capital Division, and all of the

         19  Finance Department staff for their extraordinarily

         20  diligent and professional work.

         21                 I want to thank our Speaker Gifford

         22  Miller for leading us to a budget which serves our

         23  city's needs, and, yes, reflects our values.

         24                 I'd like to thank my Manhattan

         25  colleagues, and especially our delegation co-chairs,
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          2  Gale Brewer and Phil Reed for leading our delegation

          3  through. (Applause.) And, yes, you deserve that. And

          4  you, too, Robert Jackson.

          5                 I'm getting there. Our Manhattan

          6  Delegation Budget Chair Margarita Lopez for

          7  representing us on the Delegation.

          8                 I also want to acknowledge the Chair

          9  of one of the Committees of which I serve, or two

         10  chairs, our Fire Committee Chair Yvette Clarke, for

         11  being an advocate for fire and adequate services for

         12  legal defense, and Lew Fidler, for your leadership

         13  on youth matters.

         14                 Madam Public Advocate, sometimes the

         15  relatively small items make all the big differences

         16  in lived, and the one million plus dollars we will

         17  set aside for shelter beds, additional shelter beds

         18  and additional shelter bed providers, literally will

         19  save lives.

         20                 And to Domenic Recchia, Chair of the

         21  Cultural Committee, thank you for recognizing the

         22  importance of culture in Lower Manhattan's

         23  redevelopment, as well as our City at large.

         24                 Finally, Madam Public Advocate, we

         25  need to look to the future by learning lessons, and
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          2  we would be remiss if we did not note the unfinished

          3  work which remains to be done.

          4                 We need to enact real property tax

          5  reform. We need to keep on reducing class sizes, and

          6  we need as a Council to get a stronger and better

          7  handle on the capital budget which we enact to work

          8  closely, oversee the Administration in its capital

          9  budget allocations to assure that they truly serve

         10  the future needs of our City.

         11                 And finally, Madam Public Advocate,

         12  we need to do better in setting aside a real and

         13  more meaningful rainy day fund to guard against all

         14  fiscal uncertainties and contingencies to the extent

         15  we can.

         16                 And I also want to acknowledge and

         17  thank the role of the Chair of our Finance Committee

         18  Chair, Council Member David Weprin for showing once

         19  again that fiscal responsibility and compassion go

         20  hand-in-hand. I vote aye on all.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gioia.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: Yes.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gonzalez.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER GONZALEZ: Yes.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jackson.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: May I be

          3  excused to explain my vote?

          4                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Thank you.

          6                 Obviously, I'm voting yes today. But

          7  as I said before, this budget is one I think that we

          8  all can be proud of.

          9                 So many advocates that were

         10  advocating on the steps of City Hall on behalf of

         11  their clients, and many of them are our

         12  constituents. Obviously the culturals, the seniors,

         13  the homeless, those with HIV/AIDS and other

         14  diseases, I think that we all should stand proud in

         15  what we've done here today on behalf of the people

         16  of New York City.

         17                 And as someone that has been involved

         18  in this process, as a member of the Manhattan

         19  Delegation, as the co-chair of the Black, Latino and

         20  Asian Caucus, as a member of the budget team, I must

         21  say that we move pretty quickly under the

         22  circumstances, and came to a resolution I think that

         23  all can stand and be proud today.

         24                 And, so, for all of the people

         25  involved, starting from our Speaker Gifford Miller,
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          2  to all of the people in the budgetary process, and

          3  all of the staff that have dedicated so many

          4  thousands of hours in this process, on the people

          5  that I represent, I say muchos grasias. Thank you.

          6  Asante sana.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: James.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: Aye.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jennings.

         10                 (No response.)

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Katz.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: To explain my

         13  vote, Madam Public Advocate?

         14                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: I would like to

         16  just join my colleagues to thank Larian and her

         17  whole staff, especially Cheech, and Jeff and Andrew,

         18  who puts up with the Queens Delegation, and Staci

         19  and Christina and Paul.

         20                 But Madam Public Advocate, what

         21  everyone here has touted their capabilities as

         22  Finance, the one thing that floors me year after

         23  year is how they deal with each and every one of us

         24  with civility, with patience and with grace

         25  throughout the entire process. And I truly want to

                                                            60

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  give them a personal thank you from me on that

          3  level.

          4                 I'd also like to thank Chuck Meara

          5  and the Speaker. I believe this is a good budget. I

          6  believe we did well for the Council. A lot of the

          7  programs we got 100 percent restoration and we got

          8  programs funded that are new, that will be good for

          9  our children, good for our seniors, enhance the

         10  programs that we know year after year truly work and

         11  effect the quality of life of every single New

         12  Yorker that we represent. And I want to thank

         13  everyone that was involved with the process. I vote

         14  aye.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Koppell.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Madam Public

         17  Advocate, may I be excused from voting to explain my

         18  vote?

         19                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Ladies and

         21  gentlemen, colleagues, I don't claim to have any

         22  great superior wisdom than anyone else in this

         23  house, but I have superior experience in terms of

         24  years in a legislative body. No one has served

         25  longer in a legislative body as an elected official
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          2  in this house than I.

          3                 And in every legislative body that

          4  I've served in, as well as legislative bodies such

          5  as the congress that I haven't served in, there is

          6  always discretion with respect to the leadership in

          7  the allocation of funding. And there's discretion

          8  here.

          9                 Let me say that every member of this

         10  house has a substantial minimum number that they can

         11  allocate to projects in their district, a number

         12  that was enhanced for both youth and senior citizen

         13  programs this year by a very substantial amount,

         14  every member getting the same amount.

         15                 And, yes, there is discretion on the

         16  part of a leadership. And those who are now crying

         17  crocodile tears, because they don't believe that

         18  that discretion was appropriately assigned, did not

         19  cry those crocodile tears in the past when they were

         20  the beneficiaries of some positive discretion. The

         21  fact of the matter is that it is rumored to be true,

         22  that certain people have gained certain discretion

         23  from the Administration because of their actions.

         24  And I don't hear them saying that I, who have

         25  displeased the Mayor, should get the same discretion
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          2  from the Mayor. I haven't heard them cry out for

          3  that.

          4                 I haven't seen the proposal before

          5  the Rules Committee of this house that everybody

          6  should get exactly the same amount of money in

          7  allocations to their district.

          8                 I think that the discretionary, the

          9  discretion on the part of the leadership is not only

         10  historically the way things have been done in the

         11  United States for over 200 years, but it is also

         12  appropriate, and that's why we elect a leader. And

         13  he doesn't exercise or she doesn't exercise the

         14  discretion appropriately, there's a remedy for that.

         15                 And I think that the discretion by

         16  and large has been exercised with wisdom and

         17  appropriateness. And I say that as someone who

         18  hasn't always gotten as much as certain others --

         19                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Time Council

         20  member.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: I haven't.

         22  And yet that's the way the system works, and it's

         23  worked well this year, and I vote aye on all.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lanza.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER LANZA: I vote no on M
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          2  641 and Reso 1071; aye on the rest.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Liu.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Madam Public

          5  Advocate, may I be excused to explain my vote?

          6                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Quiet,

          7  please. I'd like to hear Council Member Liu.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Thank you.

          9                 This is a great budget for the people

         10  of New York, and no one is 100 percent happy, not

         11  the Mayor, not the Speaker, nor any member of this

         12  body.

         13                 I do want to agree with the gist of

         14  what Council Member Koppell said, except I don't

         15  necessarily share his outrage, because, you know,

         16  every year there's bound to be a few cry babies and

         17  I have ordered a bag of lollypops, it will be in the

         18  members lounge.

         19                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Quiet,

         20  please.

         21                 Are you finished, Council Member Liu?

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Yes.

         23                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lopez.

         25                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

                                                            64

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  Member Lopez?

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: Permission to

          4  explain my vote?

          5                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: I'm asking

          7  permission to vote on the items of the day. I vote

          8  aye on those items.

          9                 And the second point I want to make

         10  is the following: Today we are voting on a piece of

         11  legislation that Frieda Zames, who passed away a

         12  week and a half ago, fought for.

         13                 Frieda Zames was an activist from the

         14  disabled community. She fought for making the ATM

         15  buses wheelchair buses accessible and she won that

         16  fight.

         17                 She became involved in the fight to

         18  make the ferry system wheelchair accessible, and she

         19  passed away, she passed away the night before we

         20  voted in the bill in the Committee.

         21                 She was not able to witness that she

         22  also won that fight the day after she passed away.

         23  And in her memory this Council is making clear that

         24  we did not ignore your fight, Frieda. We're just a

         25  little late to fulfill your entire fight.

                                                            65

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2                 It's one more item that she fought

          3  for, the taxis for all people in this City. And

          4  Frieda we are going to give you that one way or

          5  another.

          6                 This Council is going to do that for

          7  you, and for all of the people that have the need to

          8  use wheelchair in order to transport themself.

          9                 I vote aye on all items of the day.

         10  And I want to close by saying this is my last

         11  budget. It was a pleasure and a privilege to serve

         12  this City and forever in my life I will be grateful.

         13                 I want to thank Mary, Jennifer, Andy,

         14  Laura Popa, because without them, I don't know if I

         15  would have gone insane.

         16                 But especially I want to thank Mike

         17  Nieves for being my brother, for being a decent

         18  person, and for always telling me the truth.

         19                 Thank you very much.

         20                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

         21  Council Member.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: I vote aye.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Martinez.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Madam Public

         25  Advocate, permission to explain my vote. And can I
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          2  have unanimous consent to vote on all the budget

          3  mods earlier and all Land Use items?

          4                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: I vote aye

          6  on those items.

          7                 And Madam Public Advocate, I want to

          8  thank the Finance staff, particularly Larian, and

          9  the important work that the working group under

         10  Domestic Violence Initiative conducted, the same is

         11  true on the working group for the Immigrant

         12  Opportunities Initiative.

         13                 These are two very important

         14  initiatives for our city and our communities.

         15                 As you know, the Administration

         16  recently conducted and produced a study called The

         17  Newest New Yorkers, and in those studies, we found

         18  that there are many services needed in the immigrant

         19  communities, and this Council, through the

         20  leadership of the Speaker Miller, stepped up to the

         21  plate and put the resources, so that not only do we

         22  have a study that tells us who we are already, we

         23  know we're New Yorkers, but also stepped up to put

         24  the services for those communities that so

         25  desperately need it.
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          2                 So, I want to thank Council Speaker

          3  Miller, understanding that, supporting that and

          4  recognizing that.

          5                 The same is true when we speak of

          6  domestic violence. Many communities are so much

          7  underserved with services to deal with domestic

          8  violence, and, again, this Council stepped up to the

          9  plate, put the resources so now communities could

         10  have the services to prevent domestic violence

         11  incidents in our community.

         12                 Again I want to thank the working

         13  group for both initiatives and Council Speaker

         14  Miller for not only talking about the issue and

         15  producing studies, but putting the resources so that

         16  we could deal with those critical issues.

         17                 Again, I vote aye on all, Madam

         18  Public Advocate.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: McMahon.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Madam Public

         21  Advocate, I ask for the leave, unanimous consent for

         22  my colleagues to cast a vote for the prior budget

         23  modifications, as well as any Land Use Call-Ups.

         24                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: And I vote
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          2  proudly aye on all. Thank you.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Monserrate.

          4                 (No response.)

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Moskowitz.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER MOSKOWITZ: Madam

          7  Public Advocate, I ask for unanimous consent to vote

          8  on all prior budget mods and Land Use Call-Ups.

          9                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER MOSKOWITZ: I vote aye

         11  on all.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Nelson.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Aye on all.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Palma.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER PALMA: I would like to

         16  thank the Finance staff for all their hard work

         17  during this budget process and for being so

         18  accessible to all of us when we needed them.

         19                 I vote aye on all.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Perkins.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: I'd like to

         22  have consent to vote on the budget mods that were

         23  previously before us.

         24                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: I'd like to
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          2  vote aye on those. And this is also my last budget,

          3  and I want to take a moment to thank the Finance

          4  staff for the extraordinary work that they've done

          5  over the last eight years in which I've had the

          6  privilege of being here, and though we are focusing

          7  primarily on our budget, I also want to take a

          8  moment to also thank the Land Use staff that did an

          9  extraordinary job on helping me and my colleagues

         10  define these various Land Use issues and do the best

         11  that we can on behalf of our communities in the

         12  City.

         13                 This is a great budget to end my

         14  career in the City Council on. There's nothing in

         15  this budget that I cannot feel proud to stand with.

         16                 I am especially pleased about what

         17  we've done with regard to structure on employment,

         18  infant mortality, HIV and AIDS, but I don't want to

         19  simply single those out and suggest any secondary

         20  interest or appreciation for all of the other areas

         21  in which we have struck new ground and really been

         22  able to represent the best interest of the City and

         23  our communities.

         24                 I want to thank the Fresh Democracy

         25  Council for bringing in that new energy. And in that
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          2  regard I'm talking about all the so-called freshmen,

          3  by comparison to Phil Reed, Margarita Lopez, and the

          4  rest of us who are already here.

          5                 Thank you so much for your great

          6  contributions.

          7                 We've never had so many fights, and

          8  so much fun at the same time and been so productive.

          9  And, so, I feel confident that we are leaving you in

         10  good hands, that we're leaving this City and we're

         11  leaving this body in good hands, and I look forward

         12  to nevertheless seeing you sooner than later.

         13                 So, while this may end my career

         14  here, I believe that we will be seeing each other

         15  down the line within the next few months.

         16                 Thank you so much.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Quinn.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: If I may be

         19  excused to explain my vote?

         20                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: Before voting

         22  aye, I just want to thank members of the staff who

         23  are particularly helpful overall to myself and my

         24  staff, and also helpful to the health initiatives

         25  which we're able to forward very significantly in
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          2  this budget.

          3                 It's important to note because of

          4  this budget, for the first time the Health and

          5  Hospitals Corporation will have the funding they

          6  need to do rapid HIV testing.

          7                 Up until now our public hospitals

          8  have not been using that state of the art rapid HIV

          9  testing. We've done a tremendous amount to help

         10  reduce the spread of HIV/AIDS in our City by making

         11  sure our public hospitals are able to do this

         12  testing, which significantly increases the number of

         13  people who get tested and how quickly they get the

         14  results and how much more prevention and protection

         15  we can do.

         16                 That said, I want to thank the

         17  Speaker for his leadership and his support. Chuck

         18  Meara for his hard work on the budget, the folks in

         19  Finance who work on the Health Budget, Peter Bruno,

         20  Louisa Sanchez and Andy Wallace. I want to thank

         21  Tina Katzanos for all of her help, Larian and

         22  Cheech, Jeff Rodas, Jonathan Rosenberg, Angela in

         23  the Capital Unit, Jim Caras. I want to thank the

         24  Sergeant-At-Arms for putting up with us for these

         25  long days and nights and Barbara and everyone in the
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          2  Speaker's Office for putting up with us.

          3                 I want to thank the Chairs of the

          4  Manhattan Delegation, one of whom will be leaving at

          5  the end of this year, Gail and Phil Reed for their

          6  leadership and ability to keep the Manhattan

          7  Delegation moving forward with unprecedented speed

          8  this year.

          9                 I also want to thank Angel and Albert

         10  from the Majority Leader's Office who were

         11  particularly helpful in moving the infant mortality

         12  initiative forward this year. Thank my staff Jeremy

         13  Hoffman, Karen Mirowitz, and David Pristin.

         14                 I want to thank the Chair of the

         15  Finance Committee, David Weprin, for literally

         16  putting up with all of us throughout this whole

         17  process. And that said, I vote aye on all.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Recchia.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Yes, Madam

         20  Chair, could I be excused to explain my vote?

         21                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Yes, today

         23  this budget is a great budget, and I just want to,

         24  first of all, thank Speaker Gifford Miller and his

         25  staff and Chuck, Matt Malarkey, and all the
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          2  wonderful, Barbara and Kim and Maria and the

          3  Speaker's Office for their work in putting up with

          4  all of us.

          5                 But I also would like to thank the

          6  Finance staff, Larian, Cheech, Jeff, Christina,

          7  Staci, Jonathan Rosenberg and everyone else.

          8                 And then I'd like to thank my staff,

          9  because in this budget, the cultural institutions

         10  fought very hard, and we fought extremely hard,

         11  spent many hours here, and I'd just like to thank my

         12  staff, Josh, Karen, Amati, because for them the

         13  cultural institutions should be thankful for the

         14  hard work that they put into it.

         15                 Last, but not least, to all my

         16  colleagues, that we have to be united. This is a

         17  budget for all of us, and we have to put the New

         18  Yorkers first. That's what Speaker Miller does. He

         19  thinks about what's in the best interest for the

         20  people of this City, and that's why this budget is

         21  such a great budget, and I vote aye.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reed.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: Thank you. I'd

         24  appreciate an opportunity to explain my vote.

         25                 I'm also one of those colleagues who
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          2  will not have another opportunity to vote on a

          3  budget here in this body, and my experiences over

          4  the last eight years have been that we are in fact

          5  the most democratic legislative body that I've ever

          6  witnessed and the democracy spreads to our ability

          7  to go and tell all of our business that perhaps we

          8  shouldn't even tell.

          9                 And we also need to remind ourselves

         10  that there is a bigger picture of what it is that

         11  each and every one of us is asked to do when we come

         12  here, which is to look out for the best interest of

         13  the City of New York, not ourselves, not our

         14  district, but in fact the City of New York.

         15                 And I think that we are proud as a

         16  Council that we have done that in an unprecedented

         17  way, whether it's now to really be examining what

         18  are payments in lieu of taxes and what happens to

         19  that money, and why we're not spending that money to

         20  build affordable housing or programs that we need in

         21  the future, because of this Council we will do that.

         22                 And I'm a little disappointed that we

         23  were not as mindful perhaps as we should of the

         24  budget deficits. But I am proud that the money that

         25  we're spending is real, real money for people who
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          2  really need it. Not some special interest groups,

          3  but people as we as members of this Council go and

          4  walk the streets in our districts, ride the subways,

          5  and talk to people in the senior programs and stand

          6  in line with people while they are at the food

          7  pantry, and remember that the majority of the people

          8  that live in the City are barely holding on to the

          9  middle class. And what the Council has done for them

         10  in this budget, what the Council has done with this

         11  budget is to provide real programs, but more

         12  importantly hope that somebody is listening to the

         13  stories that they have to tell us about their lives.

         14                 I vote aye on all, and I am proud to

         15  be a member of this City Council.

         16                 Thank you.

         17                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

         18  Councilman.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reyna.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: Permission to

         21  explain my vote?

         22                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: I just want to

         24  take the opportunity to thank each and every

         25  colleague in this body. It's been a privilege to

                                                            76

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  serve with you. We look forward to the reelection of

          3  each and every one of us, and those moving on, the

          4  best of luck. But in particularly, I wanted to just

          5  comment on the leadership of the women, as the

          6  cochair of the women's caucus, along with my

          7  colleague, Council Member Yvette Clarke, how

          8  tremendous of a budget this is because it reflects

          9  the services most needed amongst women in the City

         10  of New York.

         11                 And I wanted to thank both male and

         12  females of the City Council, but in particularly,

         13  the leadership of each and every female Council

         14  member who represented each woman in the City of New

         15  York.

         16                 Thank you so much.

         17                 I vote aye.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sanders.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Permission to

         20  vote on Land Use Call-Up, preconsidered M 605,

         21  preconsidered M 606 and all General Orders?

         22                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: I vote aye on

         24  all. I vote aye.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Seabrook.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Madam

          3  President, may I have the opportunity to explain my

          4  vote, please?

          5                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Thank you

          7  very much.

          8                 Today I am crying tears of joy, and

          9  the tears of joy is not about individualness, it's

         10  about the opportunity to see that this Council has

         11  taken an initiative to do something unprecedented.

         12                 This Council have seen a New York

         13  City Fire Department that has been basically about

         14  93 percent white and male.

         15                 For the first time we're instituting

         16  the fire service fellowship diversity recruitment

         17  program which would allow John Jay College to create

         18  a tremendous program to bring diversity to the Fire

         19  Department that the U.S. Justice Department felt

         20  that there was a need to do. And it is our hope that

         21  it would allow opportunity for those male and female

         22  African-American, as well, Latinos, Asians, to

         23  participate in the Fire Department.

         24                 I also cried tears of joy because the

         25  black Mayoral empowerment initiative at Medgar Evers

                                                            78

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  under the leadership of Edison O. Jackson who has

          3  done such a tremendous job that he understands the

          4  importance of making black boys into black men, and

          5  he understand his role and responsibility.

          6                 I cried tears of joy because we

          7  sustained and implemented monies that would allow

          8  legal services to continue in our communities which

          9  we so desperately need and the importance of that.

         10                 I cried tears of joy because we have

         11  seen the opportunity to enhance in a City where 50

         12  percent of African-American males are unemployed in

         13  a City that this Council took the initiative to say

         14  that we must do something, and we must do it right,

         15  and I applaud the Speaker for his leadership, I

         16  applaud the Finance Chair for the leadership, I

         17  applaud the committees that dealt with the budget

         18  negotiation to see fit that these things stayed

         19  together.

         20                 I applaud the leadership of those

         21  such as Chuck Meara, such as Mike -- I'll get to you

         22  later, brother. You're down the line but I got you.

         23  But to those, Chuck and Mike and Cheech and all of

         24  the others, Larian, who had done so much to see fit

         25  that this is a budget that reflects truly what New
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          2  York City should be about.

          3                 And, so, I say to all of you, you

          4  should be proud, and you should cry tears of joy

          5  that we have brought home what is necessary for our

          6  people and our community, and we will deal with the

          7  individual stuff at another time.

          8                 But this was so important because

          9  this was about what this Council stands for and what

         10  it means.

         11                 Now, I've enjoyed all of you, and I'm

         12  coming back.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sears.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Permission to

         15  explain my vote, Public Advocate?

         16                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Thank you. I

         18  vote aye on all, and I just wish to say that we hear

         19  a lot of accolades and it shows the love and feeling

         20  that we have for Larian and Cheech, and I thank them

         21  for all of the Finance staff.

         22                 And I wish to say thank you to the

         23  Speaker. He has had extraordinary leadership in this

         24  Council, and there may be disagreements but the mark

         25  of a leader is how those disagreements are resolved.
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          2  And you are going to be missed, and you'll be missed

          3  in the next budget process. And I thank you.

          4                 Thank you, Madam Public Advocate.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Stewart.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: May I be

          7  excused to explain my vote?

          8                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: First, I want

         10  to thank my colleagues for protecting the seniors,

         11  for protecting the Summer Youth Employment, and most

         12  importantly, for the initiative in immigration.

         13                 Having said that, I vote aye on all.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vallone.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Madam Chair,

         16  permission to explain my vote, but then not actually

         17  explain my vote.

         18                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Thank you.

         20                 I would actually like to defend my

         21  Speaker and his use of so-called discretion.

         22                 Yes, our Speaker uses discretion,

         23  that's why we elected him. But what people have

         24  neglected to mention so far, is that with regard to

         25  trash, the Mayor also exercised his discretion, and
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          2  did it well. So, either criticize both, or criticize

          3  neither.

          4                 That being said, I vote aye on all.

          5  I'd like to say again that we have the most amazing

          6  staff here at the City Council from top to bottom.

          7  They can't be thanked enough, but we will continue

          8  to try. So thank you all, staff.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vann.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Madam Public

         11  Advocate, explaining my vote?

         12                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Yes. Actually I

         14  had written a speech to make today and it was

         15  missing, and then Councilman Seabrook, word for word

         16  read my speech.

         17                 I can only say ditto to what he said.

         18  I'm very proud of our leadership, both members and

         19  staff, and I vote aye on all.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Weprin.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Madam Public

         22  Advocate, may I be temporarily excused to explain my

         23  vote?

         24                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Okay. I'd just
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          2  like to point out, since I made comments earlier on

          3  this wonderful budget, that we're also passing some

          4  very historic legislation here regarding pilot

          5  payments, which are very, very significant affecting

          6  projects in the future of the City of New York for

          7  many, many years to come.

          8                 It is no small act, negotiation, and

          9  I credit our Speaker and Marcel Van Ooyen on the

         10  staff level for their efforts in negotiating this

         11  legislation, because without it, and some people

         12  looked at it as an issue regarding one particular

         13  project, the Stadium, where I was a supporter, a

         14  number of people were opponents, but the

         15  significance to this legislation and I pointed it

         16  out at the very beginning, goes beyond any one

         17  individual project. It goes to our historic position

         18  here in the City Council, our fiduciary

         19  responsibilities as the official legislative body of

         20  the City of New York and preventing what potentially

         21  could be, regardless of who the Mayor is, and

         22  Speaker Miller might feel a little differently but I

         23  don't think he will, if he should become that Mayor,

         24  but I do feel that it's important that there not be

         25  a separate budgetary operation, and for the very
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          2  first time the City Council will have a say in major

          3  economic development projects that will affect our

          4  future for years to come and I applaud everyone for

          5  supporting that legislation.

          6                 Thank you.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Yassky.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Thank you.

          9                 I join with my colleague, Council

         10  Member Seabrook, in voting for this budget

         11  enthusiastically. This budget includes all of the

         12  important priorities that Council Member Seabrook

         13  mentioned, Fire Department diversity, the

         14  unemployment, the initiative to combat unemployment

         15  among black men, it includes many others, the middle

         16  school teacher training that I think is enormously

         17  important.

         18                 But I do want to set myself in

         19  disagreement with anyone who would say that a

         20  Council member is a cry baby for raising the issue

         21  of allocation of priorities among the Council

         22  districts. Remember that what we're talking about

         23  here are programs that serve the people that we

         24  represent. This is not about individuals, and I

         25  think it is absolutely a fit subject to raise the
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          2  question of how priorities are allocated among the

          3  districts of this City, and I hope that's something

          4  that we will continue to discuss among ourselves,

          5  both in this forum and otherwise.

          6                 I have no quarrel with this budget, I

          7  vote for it, but I think I want to make it clear,

          8  and I think that we -- I'm sure I'm not the only one

          9  who thinks that that's a fit subject for

         10  conversation.

         11                 I vote aye on all items.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Comrie.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Madam Public

         14  Advocate, may I be excused to explain my vote?

         15                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Thank you.

         17                 I want to thank Speaker Miller for

         18  being such an excellent leader over the past four

         19  years as Speaker of the City Council. Working with

         20  him in the leadership team and with the staff here,

         21  which I want to thank vociferously from Chuck Meara

         22  to Larian to Frank, Cheech and John, and everyone,

         23  has been a very eye-opening experience, both from a

         24  $42 billion budget to now almost a 452 billion

         25  budget over the course of four years, and trying to
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          2  do so many things that are critical to this City and

          3  protect this City and to fight for the necessary

          4  items in this City has been an eye-opening

          5  experience for me, an eye-opening experience for my

          6  district, and an eye-opening experience for this

          7  City as well.

          8                 I think this Council is the most open

          9  and dynamic branch of legislative government

         10  anywhere in this City, and in this State.

         11                 We've done some historic things over

         12  the past four years. We have some other historic

         13  things to do.

         14                 I want to thank, again, all of the

         15  senior members that are leaving the Council this

         16  year. It's been a wonderful learning experience, to

         17  learn from all eight of you. I hope that you all

         18  continue to serve this City in some dynamic way in

         19  your public life in the future.

         20                 I also want to just congratulate us

         21  for passing the PILOT legislation, and the PILOT

         22  legislation is a necessary piece of legislation that

         23  will provide transparency in this City budget, to

         24  make sure that no one has an opportunity to take

         25  City dollars and use them for their own pet
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          2  projects, whatever those projects are.

          3                 I want to congratulate all, again,

          4  the Finance staff, the Land Use staff, all of the

          5  members staffs here that I've had a pleasure to work

          6  with over the past four years that have advocated

          7  for particular items and fought for particular

          8  things for their districts and their projects and

          9  their individuals.

         10                 And I want to vote aye on all, but I

         11  also want to let members know that nothing is ever

         12  -- nothing is done today that not can be undone

         13  tomorrow. There is no member that should be upset by

         14  this budget. There is no member that should stop

         15  their advocacy for their community --

         16                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         17  member, time.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE:-- Over what

         19  happens today. And there is no member of this

         20  Council that I am not as equally proud of, as I am

         21  proud of the Speaker.

         22                 He has been working hard over the

         23  past four years to make us the most effective

         24  Council in the City of New York, and I think the

         25  most effective legislator in the City and I
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          2  congratulate him.

          3                 Thank you very much.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jennings.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER JENNINGS: Madam Public

          6  Advocate, may I be excused to explain my vote?

          7                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER JENNINGS: This budget,

          9  some great things happened for the people of New

         10  York.

         11                 One is that homeowners in my district

         12  and throughout New York City will continue to get

         13  their $400 rebate, and that sales taxes have been

         14  reduced to four percent, so that more people will

         15  start shopping in New York instead of going to New

         16  Jersey, and people in Long Island will start

         17  shopping in Queens, and maybe businesses in our

         18  community, especially Jamaica, would increase.

         19                 I will carry the message of this

         20  budget to my community. Over the years since I've

         21  been in the Council I've been able to deliver a lot

         22  to the children of my district. And I will let the

         23  people of my district know what has been given to

         24  them in this budget. They will know what to do in

         25  November, who to keep in office, and who to make
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          2  sure don't get in office. Thank you.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Monserrate.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Madam

          5  Chair, permission to explain my vote?

          6                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: First and

          8  foremost, I want to thank all the staff here in the

          9  City Council, and in particular Chuck, who I

         10  understand has a few more gray hairs as a result of

         11  the last two weeks of negotiations.

         12                 To the Deputy Chief of Staff Mike

         13  Nieves, who took all of my angry calls, and to the

         14  Speaker of the City Council, who ultimately

         15  sheparded us through the process. I want to thank

         16  them all.

         17                 I think we did a very important thing

         18  with this year's budget, particularly as it relates

         19  to groups that have been historically

         20  disenfranchised in communities of color. We have an

         21  immigrant initiative that will go many, miles into

         22  ensuring immigrant participation, and an initiative

         23  that deals specifically with the issue of structural

         24  unemployment in communities of color. And I want to

         25  say that to the members of the Caucus, you have all
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          2  been champions for your community and for this

          3  entire Council we have done good work.

          4                 Thank you very much, Madam Chair. And

          5  I vote yes on all. Thank you.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Oddo.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Madam Public

          8  Advocate, may I be excused to explain my vote?

          9                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: This has been a

         11  physically and mentally difficult stretch. I think

         12  we've all been up here almost every day since

         13  January. And I'm not sure if it's the early heat of

         14  the summer, but with each passing day, I find myself

         15  in more and more agreement with Oliver Koppell, to

         16  the point where today I find myself in total

         17  agreement with Oliver Koppell.

         18                 Now, I don't know if that scares

         19  Oliver, but it sure as hell scares me.

         20                 So, after this vote, I'm going to go

         21  back to my district office, in my air conditioned

         22  room. I'm going to take a cold drink and reevaluate

         23  my thought process.

         24                 I will be voting aye on all, with the

         25  exception of M 641 and Reso 1071, and one last
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          2  comment about the budget, and I heard one of my

          3  colleagues mention a rainy day fund.

          4                 I think the best rainy day fund

          5  possible is just simply spending less. And one day I

          6  hope that we, as a City, spend less.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Rivera.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA:  Madam Public

          9  Advocate, if I can please be excused to explain my

         10  vote?

         11                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: Thank you very

         13  much.

         14                 First, I want to thank the Finance

         15  Division of the City Council for the fine work that

         16  they have done over the past four years.

         17                 But I also want to thank in

         18  particular Speaker Miller, because over the past

         19  four years this Council has stood for something.

         20  This Council has stood to protect children within

         21  the City of New York, putting children first. This

         22  Council has stood to make sure that senior citizens

         23  continue to receive funding on an annual basis, to

         24  make sure their lives are easier.

         25                 This Council has stood on the right
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          2  in terms of protecting our park land, and education.

          3  These are all issues that we all campaign on when

          4  we're running for office, but these are all issues

          5  that we in the budget negotiation for the past four

          6  years have fought tirelessly to make sure it gets

          7  recouped within the budget.

          8                 We also have to take witness to the

          9  fact that, we have $18 million going into workforce

         10  development for the Workforce Development Project,

         11  which ensures those that are not working now can get

         12  proper training and adequate services so they could

         13  work tomorrow.

         14                 We have money in this budget to make

         15  sure that immigrants could get access to government

         16  in a way that they have never seen. That's

         17  phenomenal.

         18                 We have money in this budget that

         19  does everything from protect, you know, to help

         20  teachers when they buy supplies for their kids, you

         21  know, in the classrooms, and all the way to making

         22  sure that the sales tax, and we should take the

         23  credit for that, the sales tax was eliminated. You

         24  know, we have a bunch of things in this budget that

         25  makes it a good news budget.
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          2                 We have long-term, you know, fiscal

          3  problems in the outer years, and this Council

          4  addressed that as well by holding over some of the

          5  budget surplus in the outer years.

          6                 So, to Speaker Miller, to Chuck, to

          7  Mike, and to all of the entire staff, the Speaker's

          8  staff, I want to say congratulations for your fine

          9  work, because without your leadership, we would not

         10  be in such a great position today, and I think that

         11  while some of us may have differences, you know, I

         12  think that we always have to understand it's about

         13  the greater good that this Council is putting

         14  forward, and I think it's a great budget for us to

         15  vote on.

         16                 I vote aye. Thank you.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Speaker Mr. Miller.

         18                 SPEAKER MILLER: Well, I want to thank

         19  my colleagues for their unanimous support for this

         20  budget.

         21                 I want to thank my colleagues who

         22  understand that unity is the means to which this

         23  Council has been able to make enormous changes for

         24  the lives of people in this City over the last four

         25  years.
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          2                 Let's remember that when we arrived

          3  here in January of 2002, or City faced uncertain

          4  times, and the Mayor announced that his approach was

          5  going to be to slash across the Board with no sacred

          6  cows. Everything would be cut equally, said this

          7  Mayor, when he started out.

          8                 Four years later this Council has

          9  forged a different way of dealing with the fiscal

         10  crisis, a way that respects the lives of individual

         11  New Yorkers, who every day depend upon day care for

         12  their children, education for their future, jobs so

         13  they can provide for their families, programs to

         14  make sure that they can stay healthy and independent

         15  and living in their own homes as they grow older.

         16                 There are millions of New Yorkers who

         17  are grappling with the problems of infant mortality,

         18  of HIV and AIDS, of challenges that would overwhelm

         19  them were it not for this Council to be clearly on

         20  their side.

         21                 This Council over the last four years

         22  has provided moral leadership on issues like the

         23  enormous disparity in terms of jobs for communities

         24  of color; the ravages of AIDS and HIV in communities

         25  of color; the challenges that immigrants face in
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          2  this City without legal services, without a place to

          3  turn.

          4                 This Council has provided moral

          5  leadership on actually putting education first in

          6  terms of dollars and not just words. Restoring more

          7  than a billion-three in the capital budget in just

          8  the last year alone, so that tens of thousands and

          9  hundreds of thousands of kids will get the science

         10  labs they need when we ask them to pass science

         11  regents tests. Will actually be able to find a seat

         12  in a classroom someday soon as a result of a new

         13  school being built.

         14                 This Council has provided the moral

         15  leadership on the issues of concern to every New

         16  Yorker, in every race, large and small. And today's

         17  budget is an important final step in that four-year

         18  process, and we accomplished it together.

         19                 We did it because we understood what

         20  was truly important, because we understood that what

         21  New York is about in the end, is about the idea that

         22  if you believe in yourself and you want to work

         23  hard, you can build a better life for your children

         24  here, and that our job is to help make that come

         25  true, and our job is to let every New Yorker know
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          2  that we listen to them, that we care about them, and

          3  that we're going to respond.

          4                 That's what we've done today in this

          5  budget. That's what we've done every day over the

          6  last four years. And I thank my colleagues for

          7  standing together, unanimously supporting this

          8  budget, doing the right thing by the people of the

          9  City of New York, understanding that we can always

         10  and will always look at these issues through one

         11  lens and one lens alone, what is in the best

         12  interest of the people of the City of New York.

         13                 Thank you for giving me the

         14  opportunity to serve as your Speaker, in terms of

         15  negotiating a budget. And for those of my colleagues

         16  who were talking about this is the end of their

         17  career, I got six months left here and there's a lot

         18  of other work that we still need to do. And I intend

         19  to take this summer, with many of you, to talk to

         20  New Yorkers about what direction we should be taking

         21  the City. But I look forward to being back here in

         22  September and October and November and December,

         23  with all of you, because we still have much that is

         24  left to do to make this City a better place.

         25                 We still have half of our kids who
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          2  are being failed in their schools. We still have

          3  jobs that are needed in communities, but when I walk

          4  and listen to people and talk to young people that

          5  are sitting on the stoops, they don't even have hope

          6  for a job, let alone know a path to find it.

          7                 We still have millions of New Yorkers

          8  who are paying way too much of their rent, or income

          9  for rent, and are struggling to find affordable

         10  housing.

         11                 We still have millions of New Yorkers

         12  who lack access to health care. Millions of people

         13  who aren't even from New York who get on our subways

         14  and have no idea when they're going to get to work.

         15  We have many challenges that are still before us,

         16  and I look forward to using every day of the next

         17  six months that I have here in the City Council to

         18  make this City a better place, as I have done during

         19  the last ten years that I've had the pleasure to

         20  serve with some of you, and I know you feel the same

         21  way.

         22                 So, today we take an important step

         23  by passing a great budget that makes the right

         24  choices, but leaves more that is left to be done. I

         25  look forward to going out there and working with you
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          2  in order to accomplish it.

          3                 Thank you, all, for your support and

          4  for your work.

          5                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: All items on

          6  today's General Order Calendar were adopted by a

          7  vote of 50 in the affirmative, zero in the negative,

          8  zero abstentions, with the exception of Intro.

          9  431-A, which was adopted by a vote of 49 in the

         10  affirmative, one negative, zero abstentions; and M

         11  641 and Reso 1071 which was adopted by 47 in the

         12  affirmative, three in the negative, zero

         13  abstentions.

         14                 The revised vote of M 605 and 606 is

         15  50 in the affirmative, zero in the negative. The

         16  revised Land Use Call-Up vote is 50 in the

         17  affirmative, zero in the negative, and I hereby

         18  declare that the Executive, Expense and Revenue

         19  Budget, Executive Capital Budget for Fiscal Year

         20  2006 and the Capital Budget for the three succeeding

         21  fiscal years, all as modified, in accordance with

         22  Section 120-B and Section 22-A of the New York City

         23  Charter are hereby adopted on Thursday, June 30th,

         24  2005 at 2:05 p.m.

         25                 Supplemental Introduction and Reading
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          2  of Bills.

          3                 SPEAKER MILLER: All items are

          4  referred to the committee as indicated on the

          5  schedule.

          6                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Supplemental

          7  Discussion of Resolutions.

          8                 I saw a hand somewhere. Seeing no

          9  one, we have to vote on one resolution. Resolution

         10  972.

         11                 SPEAKER MILLER: 973, I think.

         12                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: I'm sorry.

         13  973. Sorry.

         14                 All in favor?

         15                 Opposed?

         16                 Adopted.

         17                 Supplemental General Discussion.

         18                 Council Member Jackson.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: My

         20  colleagues, I want to bring your attention this

         21  afternoon, the Black, Latino and Asian Caucus will

         22  be holding a press conference immediately following

         23  this Stated Meeting about the racial attack in

         24  Howard Beach, Queens.

         25                 We want to all stand united in saying
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          2  that racial intolerance and racial attacks will not

          3  be accepted and tolerated in this City, that NYPD,

          4  in our opinion, is pursuing the matter with all

          5  vigor.

          6                 And, so, I ask you to come, all

          7  members of the New York City Council, and all

          8  others, come stand with us immediately following the

          9  Stated Meeting.

         10                 Thank you.

         11                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         12  Member Comrie.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Thank you,

         14  Madam Public Advocate.

         15                 I just wanted to echo that the

         16  comments of Council Member Jackson about what

         17  happened in Howard Beach last night, no individual

         18  should be judge or jury. No individual should take

         19  it upon themselves to try to hurt any individual in

         20  this City, and we must stop any discrimination in

         21  this City. Anyone that tries to take the law into

         22  their own hands, anyone that tries to take, and

         23  inflict pain on other people just for their own sick

         24  pleasure, we must ensure that we work together as a

         25  City to stop racial hatred, to stop racial division,
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          2  and to stop people from trying to take the law into

          3  their own hands.

          4                 What happened last night, or the

          5  night before last was an abuse of personal

          6  privilege, an abuse of a community, and further

          7  stains the city by that horrible act. Then we must

          8  act as united as one body to ensure that never

          9  happens again.

         10                 Also, Councilman Jackson reminded me

         11  that the class size petition drive, every member has

         12  it on your desk. If you can get 200 signatures, that

         13  will go further to the effort to really change the

         14  schools by class size petitions.

         15                 I also want to thank the Mayor's

         16  Office and Linda Gibbs. We just learned today that

         17  the largest shelter in the City, which is located in

         18  southeast Queens, is going to be closed, and I want

         19  to thank them for that because the Carlton House has

         20  been a scourge to residential neighbors. It's a

         21  shelter that's been located in a totally residential

         22  community with no support services.

         23                 I'm glad that as the homeless

         24  population has dropped, we have decided to close the

         25  largest and most difficult to manage shelter in this
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          2  City. I want to thank the Salvation Army for

          3  recognizing that that shelter should have been the

          4  first one closed.

          5                 Thank you.

          6                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          7  Member Gentile.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: Thank you,

          9  Madam Public Advocate.

         10                 I just want to point attention of my

         11  colleagues to an introduction that I'm introducing

         12  today with the Speaker, and with Council Member

         13  Baez, and that is authorize an increase in the

         14  Senior Citizen Rent Increase Exemption program,

         15  better known as SCRIE.

         16                 This follows authorization from the

         17  State, and the State Legislation which is now before

         18  Governor Pataki for his signature. What our

         19  legislation will do in conjunction with the State is

         20  to increase the eligibility for seniors to

         21  participate in the SCRIE program.

         22                 SCRIE, as you know, reimburses owners

         23  through tax abatements for the difference between

         24  the actual rent and what the tenants are responsible

         25  for paying, for those who are in the program.
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          2                 Over the next five years, this

          3  legislation will increase the eligibility by $5,000

          4  from 24 to $29,000, which will allow many, many more

          5  seniors to participate in the SCRIE program. So, I

          6  ask my colleagues to take a look at it, and join me

          7  in co-sponsorship.

          8                 Thank you, Public Advocate.

          9                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Koppell.

         10  Council Member Koppell.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Madam Public

         12  Advocate, my colleagues, first of all I want to

         13  thank Jimmy Oddo, and I'm not embarrassed that he

         14  and I are agreeing more and more these days.

         15                 And just secondly, I owe my colleague

         16  and very good friend an apology, that's Al Vann.

         17  Because in years of legislative service, though I

         18  started earlier, he actually has two years on me,

         19  and I thought I had the most years of service, but I

         20  don't. He does. My apologies for trying to take the

         21  distinction away from him.

         22                 Thank you.

         23                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         24  Member Felder, do you want to say something? Council

         25  Member Felder?
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          2                 Thank you, Council member.

          3                 Seeing nobody else, meeting is

          4  adjourned.

          5                 (Hearing concluded at 2:10 p.m.)
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          1

          2              CERTIFICATION

          3

          4

          5     STATE OF NEW YORK   )

          6     COUNTY OF NEW YORK  )

          7

          8

          9                 I, CINDY MILLELOT, a Certified

         10  Shorthand Reporter and Notary Public in and for the

         11  State of New York, do hereby certify that the

         12  foregoing is a true and accurate transcript of the

         13  within proceeding.

         14                 I further certify that I am not

         15  related to any of the parties to this action by

         16  blood or marriage, and that I am in no way

         17  interested in the outcome of this matter.

         18                 IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto

         19  set my hand this 30th day of June 2005.

         20

         21

         22

         23

         24

                                   ---------------------

         25                          CINDY MILLELOT, CSR.
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          9            I, CINDY MILLELOT, a Certified Shorthand

         10  Reporter and a Notary Public in and for the State of

         11  New York, do hereby certify the aforesaid to be a

         12  true and accurate copy of the transcription of the

         13  audio tapes of this hearing.
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