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          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2                 SPEAKER MILLER: Let's get started.

          3  And Council Member Miguel Martinez is on his way.

          4  He'll be here any moment, let's get started.

          5                 I'm excited. You introduce them.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER MOSKOWITZ: Good

          7  afternoon, everyone. I'd like to ask PS 115 students

          8  and Clarie Dezeppi and Louisa Policano and the

          9  principal to come on up. Thank you very much. Come

         10  on up. And the students, of course.

         11                 SPEAKER MILLER: We need to clear this

         12  space.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER MOSKOWITZ: Yes, we

         14  need to clear this space.

         15                 While they're coming up, I'll just

         16  announce that this is a proclamation that Council

         17  Member Martinez and myself are offering in

         18  recognition of the award-winning ballroom dance

         19  team, to recognize their outstanding achievement.

         20  They took the trophy home last June at the Winter

         21  Garden.

         22                 And I also want to recognize the

         23  former principal, Clarie Dezeppi, for initiating

         24  this incredible program and, of course, the current

         25  principal, under whose leadership we're recognizing
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          2  these students. We believe so strongly on the City

          3  Council, on the issue of arts education, and it's

          4  incredibly important that we provide our students

          5  with opportunities like this and we're very grateful

          6  for your introducing this program, and of course,

          7  the dance instructors. And we're going to actually

          8  see a performance. Their performance was so stellar

          9  that they were in, had a full-length documentary

         10  made about this dancing called "Mad Hot Ballroom,"

         11  which was at the Tribeca Film Festival a few weeks

         12  ago. So, are we going to see the dancing first and

         13  then the proclamation? And Council Member Martinez

         14  is here and I'm sure he will say a few words.

         15                 So, we have to clear the floor so

         16  those of us who are not dancing can just stand to

         17  the side.

         18                 SPEAKER MILLER: We are so proud of

         19  you and all of our -- you represent the best that

         20  our City has to offer. We're so proud we'd like it

         21  if the clerk could read the proclamation. Let's take

         22  a picture here.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Council, City of New

         24  York, Proclamation.

         25                 Whereas: The Council of the City of
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          2  New York is pleased and proud to join family,

          3  friends, and distinguished members of the community

          4  in honoring the P.S. 115 Ballroom Dancing Team; and

          5                 Whereas: Of the many schools that

          6  offer an arts curriculum in New York City, P.S. 115

          7  in Washington Heights does so with a twise: with the

          8  cooperation of the American Ballroom Theater; it

          9  mandates ballroom dancing instruction for its fourth

         10  and fifth grade students; and

         11                 Whereas: Developed by Pierre Dulaine

         12  and Yvonne Marceau, the American Ballroom Theater's

         13  Dancing Classroom is a nonprofit organization that

         14  uses ballroom dancing as a tool for building social

         15  awareness, confidence, and self-esteem in New York

         16  City schoolchildren; within the program, the pupils

         17  learn the fox trot, the tango, merengue, rumba, and

         18  swing; the program ends in a citywide competition

         19  known as the Rainbow Team Matches, wherein top dance

         20  teams from throughout the city compete for first

         21  place; and

         22                 Whereas: The ballroom dancing program

         23  was first implemented at P.S. 115 in order to

         24  generate enthusiasm within the student body and to

         25  develop social skills such as respect and teamwork;
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          2  and

          3                 Whereas: Under the instruction of

          4  Yomaira Reynoso, a physical education teacher at

          5  P.S. 115, and Rodney Lopez, a dancing instructor

          6  from the American Ballroom Theater, the pupils of

          7  P.S. 115 have met great success in the field of

          8  competitive ballroom dancing and, in last year's

          9  Rainbow Team Matches, took home the trophy for being

         10  the best ballroom dancing team in the City; and

         11                 Whereas: The student's rapid rise to

         12  success has been recorded in the documentary "Mad

         13  Hot Ballroom," which was featured at the Tribeca

         14  Film Festival and followed the ballroom dancing

         15  teams of three New York City elementary schools as

         16  they trained and competed for the ballroom dance

         17  trophy in the 2004 Rainbow Team Matches; and

         18                 Whereas: Today, we recognize the

         19  members of the P.S. 115 Ballroom Dancing Team, some

         20  of the most talented and creative students in our

         21  City. They have demonstrated what is possible when a

         22  talented few come together in the spirit of

         23  cooperation and unity; now, therefore

         24                 Be It Known: That the Council of the

         25  City of New York honors THE BALLROOM DANCING TEAM OF
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          2  P.S. 115 for its contributions to the cultural and

          3  educational life of the City.

          4                 Signed this 11th day of May in the

          5  year Two Thousand and Five, Gifford Miller, Speaker

          6  for the Entire Council; Eva Moskowitz, Council

          7  Member 4th District; Miguel Martinez, Council Member

          8  10th District.

          9                 SPEAKER MILLER: We are very proud of

         10  you, as I said.

         11                 Miguel, would you like to say a few

         12  words?

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Thank you,

         14  Speaker.

         15                 I want to congratulate our kids. They

         16  were wonderful. They're making us all proud by

         17  taking our heritage, our culture all over the City

         18  of New York and the State of New York. Thank you,

         19  Council Member Moskowitz. And your great, great

         20  principal who always was there for you and

         21  supporting you.

         22                 Thank you very much.

         23                 Do you want to say a few words?

         24                 PARTICIPANT: On behalf of the

         25  students, the teachers, the parents, thank you so
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          2  much for this proclamation and for the honor to

          3  serve the City of New York and its children.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Thank you.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER MOSKOWITZ: Thank you,

          6  to Claria and all the Administration, and of course

          7  the students. Thank you very much.

          8                 SPEAKER MILLER: Okay, thank you all

          9  for being here and for sharing your talent with us.

         10  You kids come in front.

         11                 Okay, Council Member Ken Stewart. Is

         12  Ken here? And Charles Barron?

         13                 We have some other special guests

         14  here, besides my little son Marshall. Where did

         15  Marshall go? Marshy. Marshall has no day care. His

         16  day care closed today. So this is it, right, Marsh?

         17  You want to say hi, Marsh?

         18                 MARSHALL: No.

         19                 SPEAKER MILLER: He doesn't want to

         20  say hi.

         21                 We have Brooklyn College is here, and

         22  we are so pleased because this is their 75th

         23  anniversary.

         24                 Could the president please come up?

         25  President Kimmich. Please come up, and we're going
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          2  to have the clerk read the proclamation and then

          3  we'll all say a very few words.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: The Council, City of

          5  New York, Proclamation.

          6                 Whereas: The Council of the City of

          7  New York is pleased and proud to join family,

          8  friends, and distinguished members of the community

          9  in honoring Brooklyn College of the City University

         10  of New York as it celebrates its 75th year in

         11  operation; and

         12                 Whereas: We are a City made strong by

         13  the efforts of individuals and institutions who give

         14  exemplary service to the community and today we

         15  proudly celebrate a milestone in the life of one

         16  such institution - the 75th Anniversary of Brooklyn

         17  College; and

         18                 Whereas: Brooklyn College was founded

         19  on May 15, 1930, upon the merger of the Brooklyn

         20  branches of Hunter College and City College as the

         21  first coeducational public college in New York City;

         22  and

         23                 Whereas: Brooklyn College provides

         24  superior education in the arts and sciences and has

         25  served the community over the past seventy-five
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          2  years by educating more than 140,000 students, whose

          3  diversity reflects the ethnic and cultural richness

          4  of New York City; and

          5                 Whereas: Brooklyn College has been

          6  recognized nationally for its outstanding faculty,

          7  rigorous academic standards, innovative curriculum,

          8  and beautiful campus and was recently ranked third

          9  among America's Best Value Colleges by the Princeton

         10  Review; and

         11                 Whereas: Brooklyn College will be

         12  holding many special events throughout the year in

         13  celebration of this anniversary, a highlight of

         14  which will be a birthday party on May 10, 2005 on

         15  the Quadrangle of the College; and

         16                 Whereas: In recognition of Brooklyn

         17  College's ongoing dedication to providing excellence

         18  in education, we join the residents of Brooklyn in

         19  honoring Brooklyn College, its President, Dr.

         20  Chrisoph M. Kimmich and its many alumni, students,

         21  faculty, and staff; now, therefore

         22                 Be It Known: That the Council of the

         23  City of New York honors BROOKLYN COLLEGE on the

         24  occasion of its 75th Anniversary and proclaims

         25  Tuesday, May 10, 2005 as BROOKLYN COLLEGE DAY in the

                                                            12

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  city of New York.

          3                 Signed this 10th day of May in the

          4  Two Thousand and Five, Gifford Miller, Speaker for

          5  the Entire Council; Kendall Stewart, Council Member

          6  45th District, Brooklyn; Charles Brown, Council

          7  Member 42nd District, Brooklyn.

          8                 SPEAKER MILLER: Ken, would you like

          9  to say a very few words?

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: The few words

         11  that I have to say is that I would not dare ask the

         12  President to dance, as the previous, however, I

         13  would just like to say congratulations for being the

         14  third oldest institution in CUNY's system, and for

         15  doing such a wonderful job, and making us proud as

         16  New York residents.

         17                 Once again, thank you.

         18                 SPEAKER MILLER: And, of course, the

         19  Chair of our Higher Education Committee, Charles

         20  Barron.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Thank you very

         22  much.

         23                 We want to congratulate Brooklyn

         24  College, and we continue to say that the CUNY

         25  system, degrees that are granted in the CUNY system,
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          2  are degrees that can be taken all over the world. We

          3  have Rhodes scholars, we have noble laureates, we

          4  have doctors, lawyers. A CUNY education is a

          5  high-quality education, and Brooklyn College stands

          6  for that. Congratulations.

          7                 SPEAKER MILLER: It is indeed.

          8  Brooklyn College is one of the great institutions of

          9  higher education in the world, and we're very

         10  pleased that you're here. And president, we'd love

         11  it if you would say a few words.

         12                 MR. KIMMICH: Thank you very much,

         13  Council Speaker Miller.

         14                 For 75 years Brooklyn College has

         15  been a star of the educational system of the City of

         16  New York, particularly of the Borough of Brooklyn.

         17  Its alumni are found in every position, every

         18  leading position in the country, particularly in the

         19  City of New York. We're enormously proud of them.

         20  We're enormously proud of the present generation.

         21  We're enormously proud of the future generation.

         22                 So, thank you very much to all of

         23  you.

         24                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you.

         25                 Thank you, all. Congratulations. And
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          2  we look forward to 75 more years of success.

          3                 Okay, Council Member Vallone. A very

          4  popular Council member. Council Member Vallone.

          5                 We have some other special guests

          6  that you and I have brought here today. Maybe you'd

          7  like to bring them up.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: I call the

          9  members of 32BJ down here.

         10                 Okay, I didn't do that, Mr. Speaker.

         11  They did.

         12                 I'm sure we have some of your members

         13  coming down here that we're honoring. Here they

         14  come.

         15                 As we know, 32BJ is obviously one of

         16  the great unions we have here in our City, but what

         17  many people don't realize is that they protect us

         18  every day, and not only every day, but back on

         19  September 11th, we had members of 32BJ who were

         20  there, who were there when the tragedy happened, and

         21  helped protect the members -- helped protect the

         22  people in the World Trade Center. It's their

         23  actions, keeping things calm, getting people out of

         24  that building, that obviously, obviously saved

         25  lives.
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          2                 So, not only do they protect us every

          3  day, by being our first line of defense when it

          4  comes to security in so many of our private

          5  buildings, but they've shown the job they do.

          6  They've shown, they saved lives back on September

          7  11th. So, Speaker Miller and I thought it was

          8  appropriate to honor, not only the individuals who

          9  are here, that were on September 11th at the World

         10  Trade Center, but the entire 32BJ that protects us

         11  every day.

         12                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you, Council

         13  member. Indeed 32BJ has every day heroes keeping us

         14  safe, and we are pleased to have the opportunity to

         15  honor you.

         16                 We would like the clerk to read the

         17  proclamation.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Council, City of New

         19  York, Proclamation.

         20                 Whereas: The Council of the City of

         21  New York is pleased and proud to join all New

         22  Yorkers in recognizing and honoring the

         23  contributions that Private Security Officers made on

         24  September 11, 2001; and

         25                 Whereas: In May 2004, the Council of
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          2  the City of New York designated the month of May as

          3  "Security Officers Appreciation Month" to recognize

          4  the important services provided by private security

          5  officers to the residents, visitors and businesses

          6  in the City of New York; and

          7                 Whereas: Private security officers

          8  take great risks in performing their daily

          9  responsibilities, including screening tenants,

         10  employees and visitors, identifying suspicious

         11  packages and behavior, checking for explosives and

         12  responding to crises; and

         13                 Whereas: Private security officers

         14  put their lives on the line every day to protect

         15  millions of New Yorkers, and in emergency situations

         16  officers are often first on the scene and are an

         17  integral part of the first responder network; and

         18                 Whereas: This was most evident during

         19  the tragic events of September 11, 2001, when

         20  private security officers throughout the City of New

         21  York played a key role in the city's response, and

         22  displayed enormous grace under pressure. If not for

         23  the actions of these brave individuals who

         24  maintained order and evacuated thousands of people

         25  to safety, many more lives would have been lost; and
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          2                 Whereas: On September 11, 2001,

          3  thousands of private security officers throughout

          4  the city put themselves in danger to help save the

          5  lives of others and some made the ultimate

          6  sacrifice; now, therefore

          7                 Be It Known: That the Council of the

          8  City of New York honors the bravery and dedication

          9  of the thousands of private security security

         10  officers who selflessly served the city on September

         11  11th, and proclaims May, 2005 as:

         12                 SECURITY OFFICERS APPRECIATION MONTH

         13  in the City of New York.

         14                 Signed this 11th day of May in the

         15  year Two Thousand and Five, Gifford Miller, Speaker

         16  for the Entire Council; Peter F. Vallone Jr.,

         17  Council Member 22nd District, Queens.

         18                 SPEAKER MILLER: We are so

         19  appreciative indeed on this month and every month.

         20                 And James, we'd love it if you would

         21  say a few words on behalf of the members here.

         22                 JAMES: On behalf of 32BJ and all of

         23  the security officers throughout the City, I'd like

         24  to thank Speaker Miller and Councilman Vallone for

         25  their efforts in getting this proclamation passed,
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          2  and I'd like to thank the entire City Council.

          3                 Thank you.

          4                 SPEAKER MILLER: Perfect.

          5                 Marshy, you want to say something?

          6                 MARSHALL: Hello please.

          7                 SPEAKER MILLER: Yeah, Marshy, say

          8  32BJ.

          9                 MARSHALL: No.

         10                 SPEAKER MILLER: No? All right.

         11                 Thank you, all. Thank you.

         12                 Council Member Mike McMahon and

         13  Christine Quinn.

         14                 All right, come on up this way right

         15  over here. We have some very special guests, who we

         16  are so appreciative of as well.

         17                 Council Member McMahon, if you want

         18  to introduce our guests, and then we can have the

         19  clerk read the Proclamation.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Thank you,

         21  Mr. Speaker.

         22                 I want to present to the Council four

         23  ladies who work hard every day making sure that our

         24  hospitals are safe, efficient and healthy places for

         25  all New Yorkers to come. They are representatives of
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          2  District 13 from the New York State Nurses -- No.

          3  New York County's Registered Nurses Association, and

          4  constituents of those. And they're also here because

          5  we are celebrating and honoring, together with you,

          6  Mr. Speaker, and Council Member Christine Quinn, and

          7  Council Member Comrie and Council Member Brewer,

          8  National Nurses Week. They were here advocating this

          9  morning on behalf of better health care throughout

         10  the state, but especially on Staten Island. We have

         11  a serious problem there and they're here to help us.

         12                 We have with us Rosa Perisi, Terry

         13  Torsney, Pat Kane, and Melissa Lanza. And you may

         14  note that name Lanza, you've heard it before, and

         15  she is Council Member Lanza's cousin, right? All

         16  right.

         17                 Mr. Speaker.

         18                 SPEAKER MILLER: Where's Andy? Where

         19  is Andy? Andy better get in here. Somebody should

         20  tell the republicans that their cousins are being

         21  honored.

         22                 All right, the clerk could read the

         23  proclamation.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Council, City of New

         25  York, Proclamation.
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          2                 Whereas: The Council of the City of

          3  New York is pleased and proud to support the

          4  observance of National Nurses Week, May 6-12; and

          5                 Whereas: The nearly 2.7 million

          6  registered nurses in the United States comprise our

          7  nation's largest health care profession; and

          8                 Whereas: Renewed emphasis on primary

          9  and preventive health care will require the better

         10  utilization of all of our nation's registered

         11  nursing resources; and

         12                 Whereas: Professional nursing has

         13  been demonstrated to be an indispensable component

         14  in the safety and quality of car of hospitalized

         15  patients; and

         16                 Whereas: The cost-effective, safe and

         17  quality health care services provided by registered

         18  nurses will be an ever more important component of

         19  the U.S. Health care delivery system in the future;

         20  and

         21                 Whereas: Along with the American

         22  Nurses Association, the New York Counties Registered

         23  Nurses Association, District 13 has declared the

         24  week of May 6-12 as NATIONAL NURSES WEEK with the

         25  theme "Nurses: Many Roles, One Profession" in
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          2  celebration of the ways in which registered nurses

          3  strive to provide safe and high quality patient care

          4  and map out the way to improve our health care

          5  system; now, therefore

          6                 Be It Known: The City Council of New

          7  York City does hereby honor REGISTERED NURSES who

          8  care for all of us, and calls upon residents of New

          9  York City to celebrate the dedication and

         10  accomplishments of registered nurses not just during

         11  this week, but also at every opportunity throughout

         12  the year.

         13                 Signed this 11th day of May in the

         14  year Two Thousand and Five, Gifford Miller, Speaker

         15  for the Entire Council; Michael McMahon, Council

         16  Member 49th District, Staten Island; Christine

         17  Quinn, Council Member 34 District.

         18                 SPEAKER MILLER: We are indeed honored

         19  to have the chance to be here with you and to thank

         20  you for all of your hard work throughout the year. A

         21  week seems too short. But we're pleased there is

         22  this opportunity, and, Terry, we would love it if

         23  you would say a few words on behalf of everyone.

         24                 TERRY: Thank you, Speaker Miller.

         25                 I'd like to take this time as
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          2  representatives of New York County Registered Nurses

          3  Association, the largest and oldest organization in

          4  the country, to thank Councilman McMahon, and

          5  Council Member Quinn for allowing us this

          6  opportunity and enjoy this proclamation.

          7                 Thank you.

          8                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you, all.

          9  Congratulations.

         10                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Ladies and

         11  gentlemen, if we could please rise for the Pledge of

         12  Allegiance.

         13                 All rise.

         14                 (Pledge of Allegiance.)

         15                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Thank you

         16  very much.

         17                 You may take your seats.

         18                 Roll call.

         19                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Addabbo.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Here.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Arroyo.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER ARROYO: Here.

         23                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Avella.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Here.

         25                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Baez.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ: Here.

          3                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Barron.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Here.

          5                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Boyland.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: Here.

          7                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Brewer.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Here.

          9                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Clarke.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Here.

         11                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Comrie.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Here.

         13                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: DeBlasio.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEBLASIO: Here.

         15                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Dilan.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: Here.

         17                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Felder.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Here.

         19                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Fidler.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Here.

         21                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Foster.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Here.

         23                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gallagher.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Here.

         25                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gennaro.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Here.

          3                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gentile.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: Here.

          5                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gerson.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Here.

          7                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gioia.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: Here.

          9                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gonzalez.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER GONZALEZ: Here.

         11                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Jackson.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Here.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: James.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: Here.

         15                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Jennings.

         16                 (No response.)

         17                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Katz.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Here.

         19                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Koppell.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Here.

         21                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Lanza.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER LANZA: Here.

         23                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Liu.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Here.

         25                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Lopez.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: Here.

          3                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Martinez.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Here.

          5                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: McMahon.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Here.

          7                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Monserrate.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Here.

          9                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Moskowitz.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER MOSKOWITZ: Here.

         11                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Nelson.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Here.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Palma.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER PALMA: Here.

         15                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Perkins.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Here.

         17                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Provenzano.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: Here.

         19                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Quinn.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: Here.

         21                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Recchia.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Here.

         23                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Reed.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: Here.

         25                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Reyna.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: Here.

          3                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Sanders.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Here.

          5                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Seabrook.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Here.

          7                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Sears.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Here.

          9                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Stewart.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Yes.

         11                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Vallone.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Here.

         13                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Vann.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Here.

         15                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Weprin.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Here.

         17                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Yassky.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Here.

         19                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Oddo.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Here.

         21                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Rivera.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: Here.

         23                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Speaker Miller.

         24                 SPEAKER MILLER: Here.

         25                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: A quorum is
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          2  present. Everybody please rise for the invocation

          3  delivered by Bishop Joseph M. Sullivan.

          4                 BISHOP SULLIVAN: I call into mind

          5  God's presence, the spiritual descendants of

          6  Abraham. We give praise and thanksgiving to God,

          7  Allah, for all the blessings of this earth; today,

          8  especially, for a free society, in which we elect

          9  our leadership and representatives.

         10                 We pray for the wisdom to understand

         11  the way you intended for us to use your gifts so

         12  that all God's people may live in dignity.

         13                 May your spirit guide us to make

         14  righteous decisions, and have the courage to

         15  implement them.

         16                 May we continue to grow in knowledge

         17  by our prayer and study, to make this a more just

         18  and compassionate society, in which all are revered.

         19                 We ask you to bless this City

         20  Council, its Speaker and leaders, who are

         21  instrumental in winning the support of all its

         22  members for affordable housing in Williamsburg,

         23  Greenpoint.

         24                 May all who have been involved in the

         25  development of this plan, have the joy of seeing it
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          2  realized.

          3                 May it be a sign of hope for all who

          4  seek affordable housing in this City;

          5                 And we pray this is always, and give

          6  thanks in your name, amen.

          7                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Speaker

          8  Miller.

          9                 SPEAKER MILLER: My colleagues, I'm

         10  sorry but we need to rise again. Unfortunately,

         11  since our last Stated Council Meeting, we lost

         12  another New Yorker, who was killed in Iraq, Lance

         13  Corporal Michael Postal of Queens, and I'd like you

         14  to join with me in a moment of silence in his

         15  memory.

         16                 (Moment of Silence.)

         17                 SPEAKER MILLER: Our thoughts and

         18  prayers are with him and his family.

         19                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Thank you

         20  very much.

         21                 Council Member Reyna.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: I move to make

         23  a motion that the minutes of the Stated -- I'm

         24  sorry. I move to make a motion to spread the

         25  invocation in full upon the record.
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          2                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: So ordered.

          3                 Council Member, Adoption of the

          4  Minutes. Council Member Clarke.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: I make a

          6  motion that the minutes of the Stated Meeting of

          7  March 23rd, 2005 be adopted and printed.

          8                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: So ordered.

          9                 Messages and Papers from the Mayor.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 522.

         11                 SPEAKER MILLER: Civil Service and

         12  Labor.

         13                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Council

         14  Member Clarke.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Thank you, Mr.

         16  Majority Leader.

         17                 I just wanted to bring to the

         18  attention of my colleagues before we start our

         19  Stated Council Meeting, that we have been joined by

         20  Mr. GA Dwyer Estafon of the great Nation of St.

         21  Kitts and Nieves, along with some of his members of

         22  the Defense, and we'd like to ask them to stand at

         23  this time.

         24                 St. Kitts and Nieves, the land of

         25  Alexander Hamilton, let me also acknowledge that
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          2  Major Leroy Perciville of Defense Force is here, ACP

          3  Austin Williams of the police force, Captain A.

          4  Comrie. I think he might be a cousin of our

          5  colleague, of Defense Force is here, Carl Herbert,

          6  National Emergency Management Agency, Hester Rollins

          7  of Fire and Rescue, and Inspector Joseph Libert of

          8  the police force.

          9                 We want to thank you all for visiting

         10  with us here at the New York City Council. Minister

         11  Estafon has come to New York to speak to -- may I

         12  have a little order, Mr. Majority Leader?

         13                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Silence,

         14  please. Silence.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Has made this

         16  sojourn to New York, so that as National Security

         17  Minister, he can establish relations with the

         18  various forces that we have here in New York, to

         19  help to establish a relationship, mutual agreement

         20  and understanding and exchange of technology and

         21  knowledge, which is very important for the secure

         22  borders of not only the Nation of St. Kitts Nieves,

         23  but for the Caribbean region, which is our third

         24  border to the United States.

         25                 So, I want to thank you all for
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          2  coming, and enjoy your stay here in New York, and I

          3  hope that all that you have planned will come to

          4  fruition and thank you also, my colleagues, for

          5  having them here with us today.

          6                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Thank you

          7  very much.

          8                 Council Member Carmen Arroyo.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER ARROYO: Thank you, Mr.

         10  Chair.

         11                 I'm not sure what to call you today.

         12                 I'd like to acknowledge the presence

         13  of some very special individuals from my district

         14  who are in the audience.

         15                 I want to introduce Charay Greer and

         16  Sorina Orcohart (phonetic), and their teacher,

         17  Michael Finkelstein from MS 201 in the Hunts Point

         18  Section of the Bronx.

         19                 They're up here somewhere, and

         20  they're here to interview myself and my colleague

         21  Rivera on our opinion regarding the Palestine,

         22  Israeli conflict and the migration and right to

         23  return issue. I had to go home and do a lot of

         24  homework to get ready for this one.

         25                 And I would like my colleague, our
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          2  leader, to give us a little bit more about what

          3  these special children in MS 201 in the Bronx have

          4  done for the Sunami relief.

          5                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Thank you

          6  very much.

          7                 Very briefly, before we begin, these

          8  students came to a concert at a Sunami benefit that

          9  we had in Fordham University about a month ago. They

         10  performed for all of our parents and all of our

         11  residents in the Bronx. They did a phenomenal job.

         12  They were so moving, they went back to school,

         13  raised a thousand dollars for the Sunami benefit.

         14  These are kids from the South Bronx, you know,

         15  coming from struggling and hard-working men and

         16  women households, and they raised money for the

         17  Sunami benefit.

         18                 So, they invited us to their school,

         19  they're outstanding leaders, and they are from Maria

         20  Carmen Arroyo's district. So, I want to thank them

         21  personally for their hard work. Thank you.

         22                 Now, Messages and Papers from the

         23  Mayor.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 523, 524 and

         25  525.
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          2                 SPEAKER MILLER: All referred to the

          3  Committee on Finance.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 526 through

          5  531.

          6                 SPEAKER MILLER: Finance.

          7                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Petitions and

          8  Communications.

          9                 Communication from City, County and

         10  Borough Offices.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 532.

         12                 SPEAKER MILLER: Did we say M 532?

         13                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Yes.

         14                 SPEAKER MILLER: Received, ordered,

         15  printed and filed.

         16                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Petitions and

         17  Communications.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: None.

         19                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Land Use

         20  Call-Ups.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 533, 534, 535

         22  and 536.

         23                 SPEAKER MILLER: All coupled on the

         24  Call-Up vote.

         25                 At this point I'd ask the clerk to
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          2  call the roll on all items coupled on the call-up

          3  vote.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Addabbo.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Aye.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Arroyo.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER ARROYO: Aye.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Avella.

          9                 (No response.)

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Baez.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ: Aye.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Barron.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Aye.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Boyland.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: Aye.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Brewer.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Aye.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Clarke.

         19                 (No response.)

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Comrie.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Aye.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: DeBlasio.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEBLASIO: Aye.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Dilan.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: Aye.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Felder.

          3                 (No response.)

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Fidler.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Aye.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Foster.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Aye.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gallagher.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Aye.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gennaro.

         11                 (No response.)

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gentile.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: Aye.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gerson.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Aye.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gioia.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: I vote yes, and

         18  would like to be marked present as well.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gonzalez.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER GONZALEZ: Aye.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jackson.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Aye.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: James.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: Aye.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jennings.
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          2                 (No response.)

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Katz.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Aye.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Koppell.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Aye.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lanza.

          8                 (No response.)

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Liu.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Yes.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lopez.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: Aye.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Martinez.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Aye.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: McMahon.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Aye.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Monserrate.

         18                 (No response.)

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Moskowitz.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER MOSKOWITZ: Aye.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Nelson.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Aye.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Palma.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER PALMA: Aye.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Perkins.
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          2                 (No response.)

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Provenzano.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: Yes.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Quinn.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: Yes.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Recchia.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Aye.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reed.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: Aye.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reyna.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: Here. Aye.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sanders.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Aye.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Seabrook.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Aye.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sears.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Aye.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Stewart.

         20                 (No response.)

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vallone.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Aye.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vann.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Yes.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Weprin.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Aye.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Yassky.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Aye.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gennaro.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Aye.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Monserrate.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Aye.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Oddo.

         10                 (No response.)

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Rivera.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA:  Aye.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Speaker Mr. Miller.

         14                 SPEAKER MILLER:  Aye.

         15                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Today's Land

         16  Use Call-Ups were adopted by a vote of 47 in the

         17  affirmative, zero in the negative.

         18                 Communication from the Speaker.

         19                 SPEAKER MILLER: My colleagues, today

         20  we are doing a number of extremely important things

         21  as part of our actions. One that will last for

         22  generations is that today we will pass legislation

         23  to ensure that we protect our representative

         24  democracy, and ensure that no Mayor can spend

         25  hundreds of millions of dollars worth of taxpayer
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          2  money without going through the public budgeting

          3  process.

          4                 It is wrong for a Mayor to believe

          5  that he can fund his pet projects without public

          6  review. And this Council today takes a very clear

          7  and strong step against that process, and towards

          8  ensuring that there will be greater sunlight,

          9  greater transparency and greater accountability in

         10  the budgeting of our City.

         11                 I also, I'll mention now the reason

         12  that my -- this is my son Marshall. He's here to

         13  make me look old. Marshall is here because today his

         14  day care had an emergency. They lost their water and

         15  so there was no day care and so Marshall is spending

         16  the day here in the City Council. And he's, you

         17  know, basically ready for that position it seems.

         18                 I would like to now turn over a

         19  portion of my time to the Chair of the Land Use

         20  Committee, Melinda Katz.

         21                 Before I do that, I want to say that

         22  another thing that we're doing today that was

         23  incredibly important, is today we will rezone

         24  Greenpoint and Williamsburg for future generations.

         25                 And we will do it, we will do it by
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          2  setting a standard of rezoning and economic

          3  development and housing creation, that recognizes

          4  that when we create opportunities for some New

          5  Yorkers, we have to create opportunities for all New

          6  Yorkers.

          7                 This is a plan that ensures there

          8  will be at least 33 percent affordable housing, that

          9  that housing will go to the community, that there

         10  will be new park space and a waterfront opened up

         11  for the first time in our City's history, that we

         12  will preserve manufacturing jobs and create more

         13  opportunities. It's the right thing to do and I want

         14  to thank my colleagues in the Council, Diana Reyna

         15  and David Yassky, and ask the Chair of the Land Use

         16  Committee Melinda Katz to fill us in on a few more

         17  of the details.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Good afternoon.

         19  My colleagues, Mr. Chairman, today is a great day

         20  for Williamsburg Greenpoint, and a great day for the

         21  City of New York.

         22                 Today we are going to provide the

         23  opportunity on three great issues that is in

         24  desperate need in the City of New York.

         25                 We are going to with this rezoning,
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          2  provide affordable housing, open space and

          3  industrial retention assuring jobs far into the 21st

          4  century.

          5                 On the affordable housing component,

          6  this is a landmark historical time when the Council

          7  and the Administration agreed to 33 percent

          8  affordable housing for any rezoning in the City of

          9  New York.

         10                 With that, it will provide 3,548

         11  affordable units out of 10,818 units in the City of

         12  New York.

         13                 On the waterfront, 20 percent is

         14  going to be affordable. In the upland, 18 percent is

         15  going to be affordable, and what's so important

         16  about the affordable housing component here today my

         17  colleagues, is that 30 percent, 20 percent of the

         18  affordable housing will go to those earning 30

         19  percent AMI or less. This is a historical step in

         20  the New York City Council.

         21                 The other issue is open space. You

         22  cannot rezone an entire area of this great distance,

         23  this great mass, without having open space to make

         24  it livable.

         25                 We will have 54 acres of open space,
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          2  including, my colleagues, an esplanade which is

          3  surrounding the waterfront which will become public

          4  park property. It will become open space, and it

          5  will become public park property.

          6                 There is also an MTA site there that

          7  will become public site, which is a cost of $14

          8  million.

          9                 In addition, my colleagues, in the

         10  recent few days, there's been a lot of discussion on

         11  jobs. This plan today will rezone 22 blocks to make

         12  it the industrial business zone.

         13                 It gives $4 million for industrial

         14  retention, and $20 million over the next four years

         15  to make sure that manufacturing jobs have a place to

         16  go.

         17                 In addition -- Mr. Chair, can I have

         18  some order here?

         19                 In addition, my colleagues, so, for

         20  the record, there will be 11,000 construction jobs

         21  when this job is finished, and there will also be

         22  five to six-hundred permanent service employees. I

         23  would like to thank the Administration and the

         24  developers for helping us get an agreement with 32BJ

         25  to make sure that they will be part of this job,
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          2  make sure that they will be permanent service

          3  employees working in this area.

          4                 Mr. Speaker, I'd also like to thank

          5  you, and your Administration and the Land Use staff,

          6  Gail, Chris, Carol and Amy, for all the work that

          7  they did. Jay Bond from my staff, Larian Angelo and

          8  David Pechefsky, Chuck Meara. I'd also like to thank

          9  the Administration, Dan Doctoroff, Commissioner

         10  Burden, Commissioner Donovan, Commissioner Benepe,

         11  and Jill Chan, my counterpart in the Administration,

         12  to help keep all this together.

         13                 So, Mr. Speaker, a special thank you

         14  needs to go to Council Members Diana Reyna and David

         15  Yassky who truly were the hardest-fighting Council

         16  members from their district in this rezoning. They

         17  were amazing. They both stood up for their

         18  districts. They made sure to bring to the jobs home,

         19  they made sure to bring the housing home, they made

         20  sure they were permanent jobs, and they did a

         21  wonderful job side-by-side with everyone to make

         22  sure that this became this historical rezoning that

         23  it is. And I thank you, Mr. Speaker.

         24                 I urge all of my colleagues to vote

         25  yes.
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          2                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you.

          3                 I do want to mention a couple of

          4  other things that we're doing today that are very

          5  important.

          6                 One is that we've come to an

          7  agreement on preserving and expanding ferry service

          8  for Staten Island residents. This is a historic step

          9  for the first time after this Mayor proposed several

         10  times to cut service on the Staten Island Ferry

         11  during the rush hour. We will be legislating a

         12  minimum level of service and expanding it throughout

         13  the 24 hours, and that is the right thing to do for

         14  Staten Island residents.

         15                 I want to thank Council Member

         16  McMahon for his leadership on that.

         17                 I want to thank Council Member Philip

         18  Reed for his leadership in his Committee as Chair of

         19  the Consumer Affairs Committee's legislation which

         20  we're passing to set a landmarks standard for

         21  protecting New Yorkers from identity theft.

         22                 I want to, of course, acknowledge

         23  that it is Erik Dilan's birthday. Happy birthday,

         24  Erik.

         25                 I also see we have Jeffrey Davis,
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          2  brother of James Davis. Thank you, Jeffrey, for

          3  being here today. We remember your brother with love

          4  and prayers.

          5                 And with that, I conclude my

          6  communication.

          7                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Discussion of

          8  General Orders.

          9                 Provenzano.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: Thank you.

         11  We have another incredibly important piece of

         12  legislation today. Intro. 597-A, the scaffolding

         13  bill. It's been kicking around for seven plus years

         14  that I have been here and probably eight years or so

         15  before that. I think Archie was probably pushing it

         16  at that point. I'd like to thank all of those that

         17  have helped with this, including union's trades

         18  folks, our staff, the Administration.

         19                 We all know that there have been

         20  many, many accidents and deaths over the years on

         21  scaffolding.

         22                 This bill would require that anyone

         23  who erects, maintains or works on scaffoldings,

         24  supported scaffolding, must complete a course,

         25  either 32 hours or four hours respectively.
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          2                 And the instructors of both courses

          3  must be OSHA-certified. Again, this is another piece

          4  of legislation that we pass in housing and buildings

          5  that is very unsexy but very important to the

          6  livelihood of this City and to the people that work

          7  and erect the scaffoldings that you see all around

          8  the City.

          9                 So, I ask my colleagues to please

         10  vote yes on this today. And I also thank my

         11  Committee members for voting it unanimously out of

         12  Committee.

         13                 Thank you.

         14                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Council

         15  Member McMahon.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Thank you,

         17  Mr. Majority Leader.

         18                 I want to speak on Intro. 636-A,

         19  which is the preconsidered motion on the Staten

         20  Island Ferry service.

         21                 Today is a historic day to the people

         22  of Staten Island, because this Council having had to

         23  compel the Administration to negotiation table, will

         24  now vote on a bill that for the first time in 40

         25  years recognizes the importance of the ferry.
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          2                 It's importance to Staten Islanders,

          3  as our only real mass transportation lifeline.

          4                 May I have order, Mr. Speaker?

          5                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: I'm going to

          6  ask that everybody please limit their conversations,

          7  if you have a conversation take it to the back, to

          8  the outside of the Chambers. Have courtesy for your

          9  members.

         10                 Thank you.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: And as I

         12  said, the ferry is important to Staten Islanders as

         13  our only real mass transportation lifeline, but it

         14  is also important to all New Yorkers, to our

         15  worldwide visitors, so important that we are

         16  codifying the existing schedule, as well as

         17  increasing service during rush hour, in the early

         18  morning, and late at night, and on weekends.

         19                 This increase is the bare minimum to

         20  make service fair and equitable. It is a basic right

         21  for Staten Islanders.

         22                 I applaud and thank the Speaker,

         23  Gifford Miller, for his commitment to the people of

         24  Staten Island, to the Mayor for finally recognizing

         25  the injustice of this cause, to all of you, my
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          2  colleagues, and especially John Liu, who held four

          3  hearings on this bill in his Transportation

          4  Committee, Eric Gioia, the work of his

          5  Investigations Committee really helped move this

          6  along. My colleagues from Staten Island, Jim Oddo

          7  and Andrew Lanza, and the staff who worked so hard

          8  on this, Mitchell Schwartz, Roberto Ragone, my staff

          9  Carmen Cognetta, Mike Carbonides, Chuck Meara, the

         10  Speaker's Chief of Staff, and everyone else.

         11                 And one last person you know, soon we

         12  will mark the 100th anniversary of the modern era of

         13  the Staten Island Ferry, but the original era began

         14  in the 1830s when it was founded by a Dutchman

         15  Cornelius Vanderbilt. His predecessor, the Dutchman

         16  in City government, Marcel Van Ooyen, who did so

         17  much for the Staten Island Ferry, and I want to

         18  thank him for his efforts on behalf of all of the

         19  people on Staten Island. Thank you.

         20                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Thank you.

         21                 Next we have Council Member Fidler.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: I want to call

         23  everyone's attention to Intro. 396-A, which I assume

         24  is going to pass today because it's co-sponsored by

         25  every single member of the City Council. And it is
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          2  that bill that will make it illegal to sell candy

          3  that has lead in it to our children in the City of

          4  New York.

          5                 We spent a great deal of time and

          6  effort last year on a lead paint bill, and we did

          7  that because we know the damage that lead, ingestion

          8  of lead causes to young children, to have it sold in

          9  its most seductive form is candy, and our groceries

         10  is particularly egregious.

         11                 As I saw those beautiful young kids

         12  from PS 115 this morning, I thought it was

         13  particularly appropriate that they be here today

         14  while we pass this bill, which unfortunately affects

         15  so many particularly Latino communities throughout

         16  the City.

         17                 I'd like to thank Chairperson Chris

         18  Quinn, Gelvina Stevenson, Counsel to the Health

         19  Committee, and to each and every one of you for

         20  cosponsoring this legislation. And I look forward to

         21  its passage today.

         22                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Council

         23  Member Brewer.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Thank you. I

         25  am supporting now 174-A, which is a bill that adds
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          2  information for planning to 3-1-1, the citizen

          3  center where people make calls in, but we have up to

          4  now been unable to get the data out.

          5                 And, so, this will state that reports

          6  come out of 3-1-1 by zip code, community district,

          7  meaning community board district, Council district

          8  and by borough.

          9                 So, that means that people can

         10  compare what's going on in their neighborhood with

         11  other neighborhoods, most importantly, can allow us

         12  to plan. And this is a beginning. We hope that down

         13  the line we'll get even more micro on the

         14  information and be able to do it block by block.

         15                 But this is a start. I thank Bruce

         16  Lai in our office, in terms of the policy analyst

         17  for the Committee. Freddie Kaplan, Counsel, and

         18  certainly Jeff Haberman and Marcel Van Ooyen always

         19  helping with the Committee's work. Thank you,

         20  everyone.

         21                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Council

         22  Member Perkins.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Thank you

         24  very much.

         25                 I want to speak with regard to Reso
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          2  913-A, 914-A, two resolutions sponsored by Council

          3  Member Jackson and myself. Some of you may recall a

          4  few months ago in our district there was a

          5  newsworthy outcry by homeowners who had been given

          6  extraordinary increases in their taxes, partially

          7  because their J 51 benefits had run out, and as a

          8  result they were going to be socked with

          9  extraordinarily high increases in their taxes. Their

         10  homes, the possession of their homes was at stake.

         11  These two resolutions will extend those benefits in

         12  such a way that they will be able to keep their

         13  home.

         14                 The second part of this crisis will

         15  be addressed to some extent in terms of what the

         16  Mayor has put into the budget, and subsequently, in

         17  terms of a home rule message that will go to Albany,

         18  calling for the change of a law that results in

         19  similar increases when certain types of improvements

         20  are made on one's property, and the assessments come

         21  in at such a high rate that again, the homeowners

         22  are threatened to lose their homes.

         23                 So, I look forward to your support on

         24  913-A and Reso 914-A, as a measure not only to save

         25  the homes of owners in Harlem, but those owners
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          2  throughout the City, who will suffer a similar kind

          3  of consequence as a result of the limitations of the

          4  J 51 legislation. Thank you.

          5                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Council

          6  Member Gentile.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: Thank you,

          8  Mr. Chair.

          9                 Today we pass for the first time

         10  regulation on Internet cafes. Internet cafes have

         11  been troublesome in many areas of this City, but not

         12  all Internet cafes, some serve a good purpose,

         13  others serve as a breeding ground for trouble. And

         14  the two pieces of legislation indicate, have been

         15  very creative in redefining Internet cafes into

         16  gaming cafes, those that have been troublesome in my

         17  district and I know in Councilman Gonzalez's

         18  district, and the regulation by having them licensed

         19  and also prohibiting students from being in the

         20  school, in the cafe during school hours, go a long

         21  way to helping that.

         22                 I want to congratulate Councilman

         23  Gioia, Councilman Liu for their leadership in these

         24  areas, and I look forward to passage today.

         25                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Council
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          2  Member DeBlasio.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER DeBLASIO: Thank you,

          4  Mr. Chair.

          5                 I first want to commend the Speaker

          6  and Chair Katz, and especially our colleagues, David

          7  Yassky and Diana Reyna for the historic rezoning in

          8  Greenpoint Williamsburg.

          9                 I hope everyone realizes that we have

         10  now set an incredible precedent for the whole City

         11  in terms of what we'll have to do with affordable

         12  housing going forward, and I think that everyone

         13  involved has done a great service to each of us and

         14  our communities because now the bar is set high

         15  where it should be for affordable housing. And at

         16  the same time jobs will protect it in a very

         17  creative and positive way. I think a real balance

         18  was struck between housing and jobs and everyone

         19  involved should be very proud of that fact.

         20                 I want to commend Council Member

         21  Fidler, for the legislation that he has brought to

         22  us on food-containing lead, it's the kind of issue

         23  that would not get attention if someone didn't own

         24  the issue and move legislation, and I thank him for

         25  doing that, something that will help people all over
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          2  the City.

          3                 And lastly, I want to urge my

          4  colleagues to support two pieces of legislation that

          5  have come out of the General Welfare Committee,

          6  Intro. 535-A and Intro. 543-A. The first sponsored

          7  by, the first which I was honored to sponsor, the

          8  second sponsored by my friend Council Member Chris

          9  Quinn. This is part of a package. It's three pieces

         10  of legislation, a previous piece that had been

         11  sponsored by Council Member Eric Gioia. All three

         12  pieces of legislation together will help us improve

         13  the way we provide housing to people with AIDS,

         14  rationalize the process, streamline the process,

         15  make it fair, put information out where people need

         16  it, and create a real standard that says, if there's

         17  any way possible to get quality housing to someone

         18  who has HIV or AIDS, we have to do it, and we have

         19  to do it immediately and not beat around the bush

         20  but make it the goal for every single time, that's

         21  going to be a standard process that works for

         22  everyone.

         23                 So, I want to thank my colleagues,

         24  and I urge your support of those two bills as well.

         25                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Council
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          2  Member Yassky.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Thank you, Mr.

          4  Majority Leader.

          5                 I would like to urge my colleagues to

          6  vote for the Greenpoint Williamsburg rezoning today.

          7  We've talked a lot publicly about the merits of this

          8  plan over the last month. I would like today simply

          9  to single out some of our colleagues for my

         10  particular gratitude and really on behalf of all the

         11  people of Greenpoint Williamsburg who I represent, I

         12  want to thank, first of all, Chair Avella of the

         13  Land Use, of the Zoning Subcommittee and Chair Katz

         14  of the Land Use Committee for pushing this rezoning

         15  to the point where it is, I think is good a plan as

         16  the neighborhood could have hoped for.

         17                 I want to thank the leaders of the

         18  Brooklyn Delegation, Bill DeBlasio and Al Vann,

         19  because they took this on as an issue for Brooklyn,

         20  which it truly is, and so Bill and Al, I say thank

         21  you for that.

         22                 And, of course, I want to thank our

         23  Speaker Gifford Miller, who worked to ensure that

         24  the Council's vision would prevail. And lastly, I

         25  just want to thank again, Diana Reyna. This rezoning
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          2  spans our two districts, and I could not have asked

          3  for a better partner to accomplish this. Thank you,

          4  Diana.

          5                 I also would like to urge people to

          6  vote for the False Claims Act, which will result in,

          7  according to the City Council Finance Division, some

          8  $30 million a year in funds that are being cheated,

          9  stolen from taxpayers, being restored to the

         10  taxpayers by enabling whistle-blowers to bring suits

         11  directly against those who are cheating the

         12  government.

         13                 Chair Perkins, I want to thank you

         14  for your leadership and for pushing this bill

         15  through with many, many hearings and meetings you

         16  devoted to it.

         17                 Thank you.

         18                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         19  Member Reyna.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: Good afternoon,

         21  my colleagues.

         22                 As you all know, today we will pass a

         23  sound and deliverable plan to the communities of

         24  Greenpoint and Williamsburg, and I just wanted to

         25  take this opportunity, I know I don't have many
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          2  words to say to you other than thank you from the

          3  bottom of my heart for standing by my side, by David

          4  Yassky's side, by our community's side, in what was

          5  considered the toughest fight for affordable

          6  housing, open space and jobs.

          7                 Trying to strike a balance was the

          8  most difficult in affordable housing possible.

          9                 Significant open space and

         10  maintaining the character of the neighborhood, and

         11  retaining and creating jobs was a difficult task. In

         12  the end, this plan delivers and you delivered as a

         13  good government. A government that delivered to the

         14  people, for the people, by the people, and I am

         15  very, very proud to stand there calling myself a

         16  colleague of this body. I want to thank our Speaker,

         17  Council Member Katz, the Land Use Committee, staff,

         18  Council Member Avella. I'll get i trouble if I go on

         19  and on. So many groups, advocates, leaders, this was

         20  a tireless effort, and I could not have been any

         21  prouder of the outcome.

         22                 This has truly been a challenge, an

         23  unprecedented bar set high, and we should all meet

         24  this, if not more, for New Yorkers.

         25                 This is victory day for Williamsburg
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          2  and Greenpoint, and you should give yourselves a

          3  nice round of applause.

          4                 We have finally been heard, and today

          5  we begin to monitor for the next ten years, what

          6  this plan will truly mean for those folks, those

          7  families who have preserved this community for many,

          8  many generations. I thank you, and God bless you

          9  all.

         10                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         11  Member Sanders.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Good to see

         13  you there. I looked down and there you were.

         14                 I want today to speak of and remind

         15  people of Intro. 373-A is upon us, and this is

         16  clarity for the Department of Small Business

         17  Services.

         18                 As is known, New York City puts a lot

         19  of money into different incentives for the business

         20  community, and we need to know if these incentives

         21  are delivering jobs and is it returning the wealth

         22  of the City to the City? How many New Yorkers are

         23  being hired? And this legislation does those type of

         24  things.

         25                 So, I encourage everyone to let us
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          2  pass this and make it happen. I do want to

          3  congratulate my counsel Beverly Reid.

          4                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Quiet,

          5  please.

          6                 You're very noisy.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: I do want to

          8  congratulate my counsel Beverly Reid, and Jeff

          9  Haberman, and all of the other wonderful people in

         10  our staff and the Mayor's Office who worked very

         11  hard to make this a possibility.

         12                 Thank you very much.

         13                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         14  Member James.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: I want to talk

         16  about Intro. 913 and 914. As most of you know, this

         17  bill would extend the urban development action area

         18  designation for low and moderate income homeowners

         19  in the HomeWorks Program of HPD.

         20                 As most of you know, 12 first-time

         21  homeowners in my district faced displacement unless

         22  we extend this abatement.

         23                 Property taxes in Ft. Greene and

         24  surrounding areas and downtown Brooklyn have been

         25  increasing, and at the same time, abatements are
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          2  phasing out.

          3                 We really need to extend and pass 913

          4  and 914 so that individuals are protected and the

          5  HomeWorks Program is extended.

          6                 In addition, I also want to

          7  congratulate, Councilman Reid in putting forth

          8  Intro. 139-A, in an identity theft bill which would

          9  protect individuals which is an increasing problem

         10  where sophisticated individuals are engaging in new

         11  schemes to deprive, to defraud individuals,

         12  particularly senior citizens of their financial, of

         13  their financial rewards.

         14                 I also want to congratulate Council

         15  Members Yassky and Council Member Diana Reyna for

         16  their rezoning.

         17                 Today we are again voting on a

         18  rezoning bill which would provide affordable housing

         19  and protect jobs and provide for open space for the

         20  local community.

         21                 We have voted on Hudson Yards,

         22  Williamsburg. We have voted on Sunset Park. We have

         23  voted on Staten Island. We have protected Bayridge

         24  and others. But, yet, again, my district is without

         25  protection.
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          2                 Hudson, the Atlantic Yards Project,

          3  the largest project in Brooklyn in three decades is

          4  without public review, Mr. Speaker. Without any

          5  public review, without any protection of the scale

          6  of the community, without any provisions of day care

          7  centers, without any provisions for schools or

          8  police, without any protections that, in fact, the

          9  housing is going to be affordable. Democracy extends

         10  to everyone else in the City but does not extend to

         11  my constituents. And, so, that is why, even though I

         12  congratulate Councilman Yassky and Reyna, I ask all

         13  of you to raise your voice --

         14                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Time,

         15  Council member.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: -- And ask that

         17  democracy extends to my district.

         18                 Thank you.

         19                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         20  Member Liu.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Thank you, Madam

         22  Public Advocate.

         23                 I just wanted to point out to my

         24  colleagues that there is a preconsidered Intro. 633

         25  on the table for vote today that would authorize the
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          2  extension of certain private companies, certain

          3  subsidized private companies to continue operating

          4  in, primarily in Brooklyn and Queens. We're talking

          5  about 250,000 people who are served on a daily

          6  basis.

          7                 I just wanted to point out that this

          8  is the latest extension, latest deadline that the

          9  Administration has missed in having the MTA take

         10  over these private bus companies.

         11                 The deadline was on April 30th. Now,

         12  the thing that's noteworthy about this one is that,

         13  not only did the City miss the deadline for the MTA

         14  to take over, these private bus companies, but the

         15  City actually missed a deadline requesting an

         16  extension because they missed a deadline.

         17                 So, I thought that might be of

         18  interest to our colleagues. Of course, we're going

         19  to go ahead with this because we can't tolerate any

         20  disruption in our bus service.

         21                 Thank you.

         22                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Sorry.

         23                 Council Member Jackson.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Thank you,

         25  Madam Public Advocate.
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          2                 I just rise to recognize the staff

          3  that were involved in the resolutions that will give

          4  the HomeWorks owners the relief that they had been

          5  seeking of our Finance Division, Nadine and David,

          6  we thank you, Bill Perkins, myself and all the other

          7  members of the City Council whose constituents are

          8  going to be impacted by this vote this afternoon.

          9                 Also, we thank the Commissioner Stark

         10  and her staff. She attended meetings up in Harlem.

         11  And Commissioner Donovan from HPD and his staff. We

         12  just thank all of those people involved in bringing

         13  about a resolution that everyone seems to be happy

         14  with. So, I just wanted to extend our thanks to all

         15  these people involved.

         16                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Seeing

         17  nobody else, Report of Special Committees.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: None.

         19                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Reports of

         20  Standing Committees.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports of the

         22  Committee on Consumer Affairs.

         23                 Intro. 65-A.

         24                 SPEAKER MILLER: Amended and laid

         25  over.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Intro. 78-A.

          3                 SPEAKER MILLER: Amended and laid

          4  over.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Intro. 139-A.

          6                 SPEAKER MILLER: Amended and coupled

          7  on General Order Calendar.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Intro. 140-A.

          9                 SPEAKER MILLER: Amended and coupled

         10  on the General Order Calendar.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Intro. 141-A.

         12                 SPEAKER MILLER: Amended and coupled.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports on the

         14  Committee on Economic Development.

         15                 Intro. 373-A.

         16                 SPEAKER MILLER: Amended and coupled.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports on the

         18  Committee on Finance.

         19                 Intro. 584-A.

         20                 SPEAKER MILLER: Amended and coupled.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reso 913-A.

         22                 SPEAKER MILLER: Amended and coupled.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reso 914-A.

         24                 SPEAKER MILLER: Amended and coupled.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports on the
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          2  Committee on Government Operations.

          3                 Intro. 630.

          4                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports on the

          6  Committee on Health.

          7                 Intro. 396-A.

          8                 SPEAKER MILLER: Amended and coupled.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports on the

         10  Committee on Housing and Buildings. Intro. 597-A.

         11                 SPEAKER MILLER: Amended and coupled.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports on the

         13  Committee on Land Use.

         14                 Preconsidered Intro. 633.

         15                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 381 and

         17  companion Reso 958.

         18                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 402 and

         20  companion Reso 959.

         21                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 424.

         23                 SPEAKER MILLER: Approved with

         24  modifications and referred to the City Planning

         25  Commission.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 425, 426,

          3  427, 428 and 429.

          4                 SPEAKER MILLER: Approved with

          5  modifications and referred to the City Planning

          6  Commission.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 433 and

          8  companion Reso 960.

          9                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 434 and

         11  companion Reso 961.

         12                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports on the

         14  Committee on State and Federal Legislation.

         15                 SLR 13.

         16                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: SLR 14.

         18                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: SLR 16.

         20                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: SLR 36.

         22                 SPEAKER MILLER: Adopted and laid

         23  over.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: SLR 38.

         25                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: SLR 41.

          3                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: SLR 51.

          5                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Preconsidered

          7  SLR 72.

          8                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports on the

         10  Committee on Technology and Government.

         11                 SPEAKER MILLER: Amended and coupled.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Intro. 174-A.

         13                 SPEAKER MILLER: Amended and --

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports on the

         15  Committee on Transportation.

         16                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Quiet,

         17  please.

         18                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Preconsidered

         20  Intro. 363.

         21                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         22                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Quiet,

         23  please.

         24                 General Order Calendar.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Intro. 521-A.
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          2                 SPEAKER MILLER: Laid over.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Intro. 535-A.

          4                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Intro. 543-A.

          6                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 424 and

          8  companion Reso 962.

          9                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 425 and

         11  companion Reso 963.

         12                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 426 and

         14  companion Reso 964.

         15                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 427 and

         17  companion Reso 965.

         18                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 428 and

         20  companion Reso 966.

         21                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 429 and

         23  companion Reso 967.

         24                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Resolution
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          2  appointing various persons Commissioner of Deeds.

          3                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

          4  General Order Calendar.

          5                 At this time I'd ask the clerk to

          6  call the roll on all items coupled on the General

          7  Order Calendar.

          8                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Quiet,

          9  please.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Addabbo.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Yes.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Arroyo.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER ARROYO: Yes.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Avella.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: I vote no on

         16  Intro. 584-A, and yes on all other items.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Baez.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ: Aye.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Barron.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Madam Chair,

         21  may I be excused to explain my vote?

         22                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: I wanted to

         24  make a statement today, as I do on many of the

         25  development projects.
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          2                 I want to congratulate my Council

          3  Members Yassky and Reyna for the work they did on

          4  Greenpoint.

          5                 But I want to explain to the

          6  Greenpoint community why I'm voting no, even though

          7  you're going to win and you're going to get your

          8  project.

          9                 It has to come a day in this City

         10  Council where we don't settle for less than 50

         11  percent affordable housing.

         12                 While we did make history, but to

         13  have 67 percent of the housing market and up, and 80

         14  percent on the waterfront market and up, we could

         15  even be voting in gentrification. So, while it is a

         16  step in the right direction, I want to continue to

         17  be the voice in the City Council to say no to any

         18  development that shoots less than 50 percent for

         19  affordable housing in our community. We need more.

         20                 So, with that, congratulations on

         21  your victory, but we must continue to demand that if

         22  we're going to upzone and change the character of a

         23  community, if we're going to rezone and displace

         24  businesses, then it should be on our terms and not

         25  on developer's terms, and I think we should demand
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          2  more for our communities.

          3                 And I vote no on Land Use Items 424

          4  to 429 and their companion resolutions. Thank you,

          5  Madam Chair, and I vote aye on all of the other

          6  items.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Boyland.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: Aye.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Brewer.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Aye.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Clarke.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Aye on all.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Comrie.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Aye on all.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: DeBlasio.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEBLASIO: Aye on all.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Dilan.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: Aye on all,

         19  with congratulations to Council Members Reyna and

         20  Yassky.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Felder.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Aye.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Fidler.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Aye on all.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Foster.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Aye on all.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gallagher.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Aye on all.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gennaro.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Aye.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gentile.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: Aye on all.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gerson.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: May I be

         11  excused to explain my vote?

         12                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Thank you very

         14  much, Madam Public Advocate.

         15                 I vote aye on all. I want to

         16  congratulate Council Members Katz, Yassky and Reyna

         17  and our Speaker for their work on the Greenpoint

         18  Williamsburg rezoning. You not only did well, or as

         19  good as we say in New York for your neighborhoods,

         20  but for our entire City, and you have set a

         21  precedent for a standard for inclusionary zoning.

         22  Something which many of us have talked about for a

         23  long while, now is becoming a reality in our City.

         24  It's a major step forward until we meet and exceed

         25  Council Member Barron's target of 50 percent.
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          2                 I also want to thank and congratulate

          3  Council Member Provenzano and the Housing Committee.

          4  As a representative of a district with more than its

          5  share of scaffolding, the scaffolding legislation

          6  will significantly enhance safety and security for

          7  workers, residents, visitors alike. This is an

          8  important step in protecting the public safety.

          9                 And, finally, as the representative

         10  of the other side of the run of the Staten Island

         11  Ferry, Council Member McMahon, the Staten Island

         12  Ferry is important and Oddo and Lanza, the ferry is

         13  important to those of us in Lower Manhattan, as

         14  well, and we're also pleased to have this height in

         15  service assured for all New Yorkers.

         16                 Madam Public Advocate, I vote aye on

         17  all.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gioia.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: I vote yes.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gonzalez.

         21                 (No response.)

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jackson.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: May I be

         24  excused to explain my vote?

         25                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: I'd just like

          3  to congratulate my colleagues Diana Reyna and David

          4  Yassky and all of the staff that had been involved

          5  in bringing out this resolution that everyone is

          6  pleased with. But also, you know, I was the prime

          7  sponsor of an intro for 32BJ. And I'm glad that all

          8  of the parties have come to a consensus in this

          9  matter.

         10                 So, thank you, all. I vote aye on

         11  all.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: James.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: May I be

         14  excused to explain my vote?

         15                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: Again. I, too,

         17  share in Councilman Barron's vision.

         18                 I hope when we get to Atlantic Yards,

         19  if we ever get to Atlantic Yards, I hope, one, that

         20  there will be public review. That there will be a

         21  public hearing in this body. That the construction

         22  jobs go to address the high rate of unemployment, of

         23  people of color in this Community. That in fact for

         24  every journeyman, for every four journeymen, there

         25  will be at least one apprentice and one trainee from
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          2  designated districts and designated zip codes; that

          3  they do not disrespect the scale of certain

          4  communities that they ensure that the residents of

          5  the housing within the Atlantic Yards Project goes

          6  to individuals who can afford them.

          7                 I congratulate Councilman Yassky and

          8  Councilman Reyna, because this is a negotiated

          9  development and this is the best that they can get.

         10                 And again, I congratulate them, and I

         11  hope all of you, and urge all of you to join me in

         12  demanding that Atlantic Yards be subject to public

         13  review, that democracy applies to my district, as it

         14  applies to yours.

         15                 Thank you.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Katz.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: I vote aye. And

         18  just as a final thank you to Councilman Jackson,

         19  really it was his drafting of the legislation and

         20  carrying of the legislation that led us to a good

         21  agreement with 32BJ and for all of the parties

         22  involved, the developers, and the community as well.

         23                 So, I want to give you a thank you to

         24  him and again to everyone else involved, I vote aye.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Koppell.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: May I explain

          3  my vote, Madam Chair?

          4                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: At a hearing

          6  just a few days ago of the Education Committee,

          7  sponsored by the Chair, Council Member Moskowitz, we

          8  had discussion over the teaching of social studies

          9  in our classrooms, and it's clear that the lessons

         10  of civics are being lost on many of the kids in our

         11  schools.

         12                 But they're not the only ones who are

         13  losing an understanding of the form of government

         14  under which we live.

         15                 We have, unfortunately, in the

         16  Administration of you, that the separation of powers

         17  should not exist, and that the New York City Charter

         18  does not give this body, the Council, to which we're

         19  all elected, the right to approve a budget that

         20  spends the monies that comes into the City from the

         21  taxpayers of the City.

         22                 Now, there's a type of money that

         23  comes into the City called payment in lieu of taxes.

         24  Well, "in lieu of" means in substitution of taxes.

         25  So, it's like tax money. But the Administration
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          2  apparently believes, and past administrations, as

          3  well, that those monies should be the sole province

          4  of the executive to direct.

          5                 Now, when it was only little bits of

          6  money, I guess nobody paid a lot of attention. But

          7  now, as someone said, it looks like it's becoming

          8  real money. Hundreds of millions of dollars of

          9  public funds are being directed by one person. And

         10  although that person was indeed elected the Mayor,

         11  he was not elected to be the potentate. He shares

         12  power with this body. That's why we're here every

         13  day, and why we're in session every two weeks, and

         14  why we adopt the budget.

         15                 And that's why the bill that requires

         16  that payments in lieu of taxes be approved by this

         17  Legislature is important substantively and important

         18  theoretically, and the lesson of separation of

         19  powers in the way our government works should be

         20  taught by this Council today in passing that

         21  legislation.

         22                 I withdraw my request and vote in the

         23  affirmative.

         24                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Quite,

         25  please, everybody. You're making a lot of noise
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          2  again.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lanza.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER LANZA: Aye.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Liu.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Yes.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lopez.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: Pass.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Martinez.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Madam Public

         11  Advocate, can I explain my vote?

         12                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: I just want

         14  to commend Council Member Yassky and Council Member

         15  Reyna for hard negotiation and doing what we're here

         16  to do, in terms of negotiating on the behalf of our

         17  constituents, putting their interest first.

         18                 And again, this Council has proved

         19  with colleagues like Council Member Reyna, and

         20  Council Member Yassky, and also Council Member

         21  Quinn, that when it comes to the issue of rezoning

         22  and affordable housing, this Council is

         23  non-committal. And I think that as we move forward

         24  on issues in the City where we have to rezone and we

         25  have to deal with the issue of affordable housing,
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          2  we've set the standards as to what it is we're going

          3  to bring to our communities when it comes to ensure

          4  that there's no displacement, and to assure that

          5  there is affordabilities in our community.

          6                 Once again, congratulation to Council

          7  Member Reyna and Council Member Yassky, and I vote

          8  aye on all.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: McMahon.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Aye on all.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Monserrate.

         12                 (No response.)

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Moskowitz.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER MOSKOWITZ: Aye on all.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Nelson.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Briefly

         17  excused to explain my vote, Madam Public Advocate?

         18                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: I wanted to

         20  join the symphony congratulating Council Members

         21  Reyna, Yassky and also Council Member Katz, and

         22  Avella as well, for their hard work in this. And

         23  also Council Member Lew Fidler, for 396-A, helping

         24  to safeguard our kids. And also for his resolution

         25  949, which we'll be going into.
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          2                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Quiet,

          3  please.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Having said

          5  that, I vote aye on all.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Palma.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER PALMA: Aye.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Perkins.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: May I be

         10  excused to explain my vote?

         11                 Just want to take a moment with

         12  respect to Reso 913-A and 914-A to add my personal

         13  appreciation to that offered by Council Member Bob

         14  Jackson to David Pechefsky and Nadine Felton for the

         15  outstanding support that they in particular provided

         16  in helping us address this very, very important

         17  concern, first to the residents of our neighborhood,

         18  but also to the people of the City of New York in

         19  general who have the same problem, and, therefore, I

         20  vote aye on all.

         21                 Thank you.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Provenzano.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: I vote aye

         24  on all, with the exception of Intro. No. 584-A, I

         25  vote no.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Quinn.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: If I may be

          4  excused to explain my vote?

          5                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: I want to add

          7  my voice to those in complimenting Council Members

          8  Reyna and Yassky and Chairperson Katz and this great

          9  work on the Greenpoint Williamsburg rezoning.

         10                 You know, we made tremendous progress

         11  in the Hudson Yards rezoning, but if we had only

         12  done that, it would have been a fluke. But now,

         13  having two major rezonings, one after the other,

         14  where the second has facilitated even more

         15  affordable housing than the first, we have clearly

         16  set a precedent in government and set a trend for

         17  how zoning can be used to help create affordable

         18  housing in neighborhoods throughout our City.

         19                 The work that's been done on

         20  Greenpoint Williamsburg is really just amazing. Not

         21  only affordable housing --

         22                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Quiet,

         23  please.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: -- But the open

         25  space, the industrial retention, and so much more.
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          2  And I really want to congratulate Council Members

          3  Katz, Reyna and Yassky for their great work on this.

          4                 I also want to thank Council Member

          5  DeBlasio and Council Member Gioia and the Speaker

          6  for working with me on the pieces of legislation 535

          7  and 543 we're going to pass today. They are the

          8  second and third in a package which will hopefully

          9  bring the level of service that people with AIDS

         10  deserve and need, and that by law they really should

         11  be getting from our Human Resources Administration.

         12                 I vote aye on all.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Recchia.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Aye.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reed.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: Aye on all.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reyna.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: Permission to

         19  explain my vote?

         20                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: I just wanted

         22  to take this opportunity to thank David, Melinda,

         23  Avella, Miller. I wanted to also thank members of

         24  the Assembly, Lentil and Lopez, Senators from

         25  Albany, Dilan, Golden. I wanted to thank Joe Chan,
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          2  Regina Meyers, Amanda Burden, Karen Meara, Dan

          3  Doctoroff, Southside United Housing, St. Nicholas

          4  Preservation, Evico (phonetic), GMDC, the Churches

          5  Coalition, and Habitat for Humanity, AAFE, Chelsea,

          6  North Brooklyn Alliance, Bishop Sullivan, Susan

          7  Albrecht, Brad Lander, Julie Miles, Adam Friedman.

          8                 I wanted to thank Neil Sheedan, Jumal

          9  Hearn, Southside Mission, Cathy Herman, Father Jim

         10  O'Shea, Matt, Orlando, Allison. Especially our Land

         11  Use staff, Gail Benjamin, David Pechefsky and so

         12  many others.

         13                 Our staff who have been instrumental

         14  in just long nights and days, Laura, Sean and Arron

         15  from my office and Amy and Megan from David's

         16  office.

         17                 There are so many people that have

         18  not been mentioned. Commissioner Benepe,

         19  Commissioner Donovan, Carl Humm. These are so many

         20  of the people who participated in such a long and

         21  arduous but victorious plan and I just wanted to say

         22  thank you. And for all of my colleagues for standing

         23  united on what truly delivers on behalf of the

         24  people.

         25                 I vote aye.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sanders.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: I vote aye on

          4  all, and congratulations to all of the named, and

          5  32BJ.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Seabrook.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Aye on all.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sears.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Yes.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Stewart.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: First,

         12  congratulation to Reyna, and Yassky. I vote aye on

         13  all.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vallone.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Aye on all.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vann.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Aye on all.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Weprin.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Aye on all.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Yassky.

         21                 (No response.)

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lopez.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: Permission to

         24  explain my vote?

         25                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: I intend to

          3  vote yes on the ULURP 424, 425, 426, 427, 428 and

          4  429. But I'm voting yes with the hope that indeed

          5  the job that developed as a result of this

          6  development are going to be jobs that pay at least

          7  living wages, that jobs that are going to be

          8  unionized, and that in reality, the actions that

          9  we're taking in this Council, to give this

         10  development a go ahead, is going to be fulfilled by

         11  a fair job market that protect union jobs.

         12                 And I said that is with the hope that

         13  that would be the case, because there's nothing,

         14  nothing that will make it for sure, except our faith

         15  on it.

         16                 Based on my faith this time, I'm

         17  voting on it. And I really hope that the housing

         18  that we develop there will be affordable for New Y

         19  Yorkers, and that the job that come out from there,

         20  in terms of the long-term jobs, that are under the

         21  32BJ union indeed are going to happen, and I hope

         22  that that be the case.

         23                 Based on that, I vote aye on all.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Yassky.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Aye on all.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Oddo.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: May I be

          4  excused, temporarily excused to explain my vote?

          5                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: I'm voting yes

          7  on all, and I want to commend Council Member Gentile

          8  for his two bills, 65-A and 78-A that regulate

          9  gaming cafes. And I want to take this opportunity to

         10  remind my colleagues, that today we're regulating

         11  gaming cafes, in the City of New York we regulate

         12  things like amusement arcade and Bingo games,

         13  electronic and home appliance services, laundromats,

         14  horse-drawn cabs, motion picture operators, scrap

         15  metal processors, street fairs. But in the Year 2005

         16  when everyone in the City Council from my friend

         17  Olly Koppell all the way up in the Bronx, to my

         18  friend James Sanders out in the Rockaways and all my

         19  colleagues on Staten Island, we talk about

         20  overdevelopment, in the City of New York in 2005, we

         21  do not regulate contractors and home builders.

         22                 And this was supposed to be remedied

         23  in the Staten Island Growth Management Task Force.

         24  It was one of the main tasks given to the Department

         25  of Buildings. And I know they were in baseball
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          2  season, but what the Department did is they took the

          3  football, they spun it so the laces were up. They

          4  dropped it and they booted it and they kicked it

          5  down field. That's right, the Department of

          6  Buildings punted on the issue of regulating

          7  contractors.

          8                 That ball landed around the five yard

          9  line and is waiting for someone to pick it up and

         10  run with it.

         11                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Quiet,

         12  please.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: There's

         14  legislation in the City Council, I have a bill that

         15  speaks specifically to home builders, one-, two-,

         16  three-family homes. There are other Council members

         17  that have legislation. We did gaming facilities

         18  today and that's a great bill, but the biggest issue

         19  on the local level in all of our communities

         20  overdevelopment, yet the people building these

         21  monstrosities aren't regulated.

         22                 This is crying out for leadership.

         23                 The other side punted, it's in our

         24  hands now. I hope someone steps up somewhere and

         25  takes the ball and runs with it.
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          2                 I vote aye on all other things.

          3                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Could you

          4  all please be quiet? I really want to listen to what

          5  your colleague -- well, actually it's not the people

          6  in the Council who are talking, I'll clear the back

          7  of the room if there's not quiet. Thank you.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Rivera.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA:  I vote aye.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Speaker Mr. Miller.

         11                 SPEAKER MILLER:  Aye.

         12                 And while I'm explaining my vote, I

         13  just want to note we've all thanked and probably

         14  will never thank enough Gail and Chuck and Chris and

         15  all the other staff who spent so much time on the

         16  rezoning, but I do also want to thank Amy and Pat

         17  and Sean and all of the Land Use staff.

         18                 We know when we thank Chris and Gail

         19  and Chuck, we are thanking the people who get a lot

         20  of the attention. But there's an awful lot of people

         21  who stayed out very late at night, and who work

         22  very, very hard, don't get enough acknowledgment.

         23  So, I want to thank all of them as well, because

         24  this represents an awful lot of work.

         25                 With that, I vote aye.
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          2                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Oh, sorry.

          3                 All items on today's General Order

          4  Calendar were adopted by a vote of 50 in the

          5  affirmative, zero in the negative, zero abstentions,

          6  with the exception of Intro. 584-A, which was

          7  adopted by a vote of 48 in the affirmative, two in

          8  the negative, zero abstentions; and LU 424, and Reso

          9  962 through 429 and Reso 967, which was adopted by a

         10  vote of 49 in the affirmative, one in the negative.

         11                 Revised Land Use Call-Ups were

         12  adopted by a vote of 50 in the affirmative, zero in

         13  the negative.

         14                 Did you finish, Mr. Speaker?

         15                 SPEAKER MILLER: I did.

         16                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Oh, okay.

         17  Sorry, I thought maybe you hadn't.

         18                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thanks for asking.

         19                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you.

         20                 Introduction and Reading of Bills.

         21                 SPEAKER MILLER: All items are

         22  referred to the Committee as indicated on the

         23  schedule.

         24                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Discussion

         25  of Resolutions.
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          2                 Council Member Sears.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Thank you very

          4  much, Madam Public Advocate.

          5                 I would like to draw my -- if I may

          6  have --

          7                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Quiet,

          8  please.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: -- The ears of

         10  my colleagues for one moment?

         11                 We have in the Chamber with us a

         12  Major Jeffrey McGowan, and the words that I have to

         13  say are the following: We have a resolution that is

         14  addressing the Don't Ask, Don't Speak, Whatever,

         15  which should be abolished, and this resolution I'm

         16  asking everyone to really support.

         17                 Major McGowan served in the armed

         18  forces. It was his dream to always be in the

         19  military. And we heard Bishop Sullivan say today, in

         20  his benediction, "dignity for all God's people."

         21                 Well, Major McGowan could not live

         22  with a lie, and at the peak of his career, he chose

         23  to resign rather than lose that dignity that we all

         24  heard today in this Chamber.

         25                 I would like Jeff McGowan to stand
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          2  up. He's there in the back, in the upstairs --

          3                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: One-minute,

          4  Council Member.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: -- For he

          6  fought in Iraq, he fought in the wars, and where is

          7  he? Where is he, here? Yeah.

          8                 Well, he fought in the wars --

          9                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         10  member, resolutions you only get one minute, sorry.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: -- And

         12  resigned. So, I ask that all of you support that.

         13  This is a man who well deserves our support.

         14                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Put my name

         15  on it, too, because I don't think it was on it.

         16                 Thank you, Council member.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Thank you.

         18  Thank you very much.

         19                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         20  Member Gerson.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Thank you,

         22  Madam Public Advocate.

         23                 Thank you for adding your name. I

         24  join my colleague, Council Member Sears, in

         25  acknowledging Major Jeff McGowan. Also joined by
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          2  other distinguished veterans who have worked for

          3  this cause, Denny Meyer, the President of American

          4  Veterans Free Equal Rights, our good friend Jim

          5  Riley, and William Van Rostenberg.

          6                 Madam Public Advocate, as I did at

          7  the Committee meeting, I dedicate my vote to my

          8  cousin Bernard, Bernard Grandville, who passed away

          9  several months ago at the age of 80. He was a proud,

         10  openly gay man, a leader in the fight for human

         11  rights. He was also a proud American and a proud

         12  veteran who fought in World War II and in 60 years

         13  ago, fought in the European Theater.

         14                 I can assure you that as a former JAG

         15  Officer myself, remaining in today's military are

         16  countless soldiers, sailors, airmen, guards persons,

         17  of all sexual orientations, who serve our country

         18  with distinction. In conclusion, by extending human

         19  rights to them, we make our fighting forces --

         20                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         21  Member, one minute for resolutions.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: -- Even more

         23  effective and better than ever before, because there

         24  is nothing more destablizing than forcing people --

         25                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council
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          2  member.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: -- To fight

          4  from within the closet, and be afraid of a witch

          5  hunt.

          6                 I urge all my colleagues to vote aye

          7  on this resolution.

          8                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Remember --

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: And let the

         10  word go forth for New York City.

         11                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Remember, my

         12  friends, you only have one minute on the

         13  resolutions.

         14                 Council Member Perkins.

         15                 No? No.

         16                 Council Member Quinn, did you want to

         17  talk?

         18                 Okay, so, Council Member Lopez.

         19                 Oh, I'm sorry. Excuse me, Margarita,

         20  it's Council Member Sanders.

         21                 I'm sorry, Jim.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: That's all

         23  right.

         24                 I do want to encourage my colleagues

         25  to join me in erasing one of the last vestiges of
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          2  discrimination against people, and that is against

          3  our larger neighbors, people who are considered

          4  morbidly obese.

          5                 I have some legislation that says

          6  that the City --

          7                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          8  Member, this is not on today.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: I see.

         10                 Well, then, you can join me on that

         11  proper day.

         12                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: I will

         13  actually join you, because I've been out to Rockaway

         14  and I've seen that hospital where morbidly obese are

         15  hospitalized. I will join you on that.

         16                 Council Member Lopez.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: I'm raising to

         18  speak in favor of 438-A.

         19                 In our nation, when we need men and

         20  women to go and fight for our freedom, we do not ask

         21  them what they believe, what they don't believe,

         22  what they made of, or what they are not made of.

         23                 It is time for our country to

         24  understand that if the blood of somebody is good

         25  enough to be spilled somewhere defending our
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          2  freedom, the freedom of those people had to be

          3  respected also.

          4                 And it's time for our country to

          5  understand that we cannot have it both ways. For the

          6  gay, lesbian, transgendered, bisexual community, it

          7  is very important that we stop this business of

          8  giving the nation double message.

          9                 We are good to sacrifice our life for

         10  the country, but we are not good enough to be

         11  treated equally to everybody else.

         12                 The ask, don't tell policy must end.

         13                 Vote in favor of this legislation.

         14                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

         15  Council member.

         16                 Seeing nobody else, let's vote.

         17                 Where are we? Resolution 438, all in

         18  favor?

         19                 Opposed?

         20                 Adopted.

         21                 General Discussion.

         22                 Council Member Sanders.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Part 2. My

         24  friends, there's a group of American citizens, and

         25  world citizens for that matter, who it is open
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          2  season on that. Any comedian can get up there and

          3  poke fun, and we can make all kinds of jokes and

          4  everybody says that it is funny, but it's not a

          5  funny situation when you are dying, and not being

          6  aided.

          7                 This resolution and introduction that

          8  I have put forward, and myself and Council Member

          9  Quinn, says that the public hospitals basically have

         10  to have some facility and some way of dealing with

         11  this population, we have to have wheelchairs that

         12  folk can fit in so they are not treated in a shabby

         13  fashion, and we also have to make sure that there

         14  are ambulances so that our citizens do not have to

         15  be put on the floor and ride on the floor to the

         16  hospital, which they currently have to do.

         17                 Join me and let's get rid of this

         18  vestige of discrimination.

         19                 Thank you very much.

         20                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         21  Member Fidler.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Now, why did I

         23  have to get called on right after the morbidly obese

         24  resolution.

         25                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: He didn't
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          2  call you obese. He did not do that.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: I know he

          4  didn't.

          5                 On a much more serious note, I want

          6  to urge my colleagues to sign onto Resolution 949,

          7  which has gotten a great deal of attention the last

          8  two weeks.

          9                 I just want everyone to understand

         10  specifically what the words of Lenora Fulani were

         11  reiterated six weeks ago on New York 1.

         12                 What she said, quote, "Jews sold

         13  their souls to acquire the state of Israel, and are

         14  required to do the dirtiest work of capitalism, to

         15  be the mass murderers of people of color in order to

         16  keep it.

         17                 Now, as much as I hate the fact,

         18  Lenora Fulani, whatever her title is, is a public

         19  figure who heads a party in the State of New York

         20  that has automatic ballot access. And that, as such,

         21  makes her a public figure.

         22                 And she made these comments in

         23  public, and reaffirmed them on TV, in public, in the

         24  City of New York.

         25                 Now, I didn't introduce this
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          2  resolution as a favor of any Mayor candidate or

          3  participate in a mayoral debate, but I did it

          4  because I believe that when a public figure utters

          5  words that are racist, bigoted, homophobic, or, yes,

          6  anti-Semitic, that we have an obligation as a body

          7  to stand up and repudiate them.

          8                 Twenty-one of my colleagues have

          9  signed onto this resolution as of this date.

         10                 I urge each and every one of you,

         11  politics aside, to add your name to this resolution

         12  and stand up and say that this kind of comment is

         13  not acceptable in the political dialogue of this

         14  City.

         15                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

         16  Council member.

         17                 Council Member Weprin.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Thank you,

         19  Madam Public Advocate.

         20                 I would like to take the opportunity

         21  to recognize a truly patriotic New Yorker, Marine

         22  Lance Corporal Michael Postal, of Glenn Oaks in my

         23  district, who just this past Saturday gave his life

         24  in Iraq trying to secure a safe and stable lifestyle

         25  for the people, so that they'll have the opportunity
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          2  to enjoy the freedoms that have been missing in

          3  their country for over four decades.

          4                 Michael Postal was only 21 years old.

          5  He selflessly left to Iraq and hoped to return home

          6  one day. He's a graduate of Martin Van Buren High

          7  School in my district in Queens Village. He worked

          8  part time at the New York Police Department, and he

          9  aspired to join the Police Force when coming back

         10  from Iraq.

         11                 He passed away this past Saturday

         12  during combat in one of the most dangerous parts of

         13  Iraq. Today we honor the life of a promising New

         14  Yorker.

         15                 Thank you.

         16                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         17  Member Perkins.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Thank you

         19  very much. I would like to bring to your attention

         20  Reso 956, introduced by myself and Councilwoman

         21  Chris Quinn, commemorating the life and achievements

         22  of Dr. Kenneth B. Clark, the noted social

         23  psychologist, who in a way split the world in half.

         24  There was the world before Kenneth Clark, which was

         25  official segregation, called separate but equal, and
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          2  then there's the world of social policy after

          3  Kenneth Clark, which has outlawed such social

          4  policy, a world in which we are still evolving, but

          5  nevertheless we are grateful for the work that he

          6  has done.

          7                 And, so, I ask you to join us in

          8  supporting that resolution, and I would ask that we

          9  take time, a moment of silence, in his memory. If

         10  you don't mind, I'll spend my time. Thank you.

         11                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Moment of

         12  silence, please.

         13                 (Moment of silence observed.)

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Thank you.

         15                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

         16  Council member.

         17                 Council Member Clarke.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Thank you,

         19  Madam Public Advocate.

         20                 I neglected to inform my colleagues

         21  while the Minister Estafon of the nation of St.

         22  Kitts and Nieves was here of the goodwill and

         23  goodworks that that nation has extended to us.

         24                 When we had to deal with the trauma

         25  of 9/11, of the 9/11 event here in the United
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          2  States, the nation of St. Kitts and Nieves provided

          3  free vacations and R and R to our first responders.

          4  And I wanted to bring that to your attention because

          5  that demonstrates the type of goodwill that is out

          6  there for this nation, and we need to be reciprocal

          7  when we look at those nations, particularly in the

          8  Caribbean, looking to us for leadership and support

          9  as they continue to exist in the post-9/11 world.

         10                 So, just wanted to put that on the

         11  record, Madam Public Advocate. Thank you.

         12                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         13  Member Nelson.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Thank you,

         15  Madam Public Advocate.

         16                 I join my colleague Lew Fidler, and I

         17  thank him for organizing 949.

         18                 Many of us just recently rallied

         19  against Hot '97 for the repulsive song that they

         20  came out with, and rightfully so. We've had people

         21  fight in public life for much less than this woman

         22  has said.

         23                 I would hope that we're all in

         24  agreement that racist rhetoric is to be condemned.

         25                 Some of her most repugnant
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          2  statements, it sounded at some part it was

          3  plagiarizing some statements made by Gerbels in the

          4  30s and 40s.

          5                 And interestingly enough, somebody

          6  associated with her, feels that although his client

          7  has the right to say what she did, trash though it

          8  was, that we don't have a right to repudiate it,

          9  which that isn't theater of the absurd, I don't know

         10  what is. And hypocritical to the end degree.

         11                 Her remarks were extremely offensive,

         12  and potentially dangerous to Jews, and then any

         13  other group that that would be stated against, and

         14  all of us should condemn her and her remarks.

         15                 Thank you, Madam Public Advocate.

         16                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you.

         17                 Council Member James.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: I rise to talk

         19  about Crystal Stadmeyer.

         20                 Crystal Stadmeyer was a 23-year-old

         21  young lady who went into a store last week to get a

         22  sandwich, and the building collapsed on her and she

         23  died, a building which, unfortunately, had a

         24  significant number of violations, and unfortunately,

         25  this young woman, who was a resident of public
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          2  housing, who simply went into a store, bodega in

          3  Brooklyn in Ft. Greene because she was hungry, died.

          4                 As a result of our failure, and the

          5  failure of this Administration to provide more

          6  building inspectors to the Department of Buildings.

          7                 Brooklyn has more aging

          8  infrastructure than any other borough, but yet, we

          9  do not have our fair share of building inspectors in

         10  our borough. And, so, really this is a call to

         11  action, a call to this administration to provide

         12  more building inspectors to the Borough of Brooklyn,

         13  so that we do not have any more fatalities in the

         14  borough of Brooklyn. This is at least within the

         15  last two months the third building which has

         16  collapsed. And fortunately, none resulting in any

         17  fatalities, except in Ft. Green. So, I would urge

         18  this Administration to address the issue in this

         19  budget. Thank you.

         20                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         21  Member Barron.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Thank you very

         23  much, Madam Public Advocate.

         24                 I'd like to see Council Member Fidler

         25  just one time in this City Council stand up and say
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          2  that some of the things that Rabbi Meyer Kahani, who

          3  is no longer with us, racist, bigoted things that he

          4  said about the Palestinians that we should condemn,

          5  some of the things that BeBe Meton Yowel (phonetic),

          6  who says so many negative, racist, bigoted things

          7  about Palestinians, but Lew Fidler would never do

          8  that.

          9                 How about standing up and talking

         10  about Arial Sherome (phonetic) and some of the

         11  racist, bigoted things that he's doing, for your to

         12  come and tell us now that we should be engaged in

         13  repudiating someone for words that we should sit

         14  down and have some dialogue about and understand the

         15  context of these words, and then go further in your

         16  resolution and say you urge all public servants in

         17  good conscience, to not only repudiate her words,

         18  Dr. Lenora Fulani, but disassociate themselves from

         19  any public or political endeavors with which she may

         20  be intricately involved and say you're not being

         21  political is absurd.

         22                 This is a resolution that I think Lew

         23  Fidler brought forward, it's political, it's not

         24  consistent with the other racist and bigots

         25  surrounding the Middle East question, and I'm still
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          2  waiting for this City Council to support one

          3  resolution that's pro Palestinian that hasn't done

          4  it yet. For that, I think we should disassociate

          5  ourselves with this resolution.

          6                 Thank you, Madam Chair.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Am I permitted

          8  to respond on a point of personal privilege --

          9                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Wait a

         10  minute.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER:-- Since my

         12  name was I believe disparaged here.

         13                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         14  Member, I think you're out of order.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: The rules of

         16  order do not permit me to respond --

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Well, my name

         18  is always mentioned. No. No. No.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: When my name

         20  is dragged through the mud --

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: No. No. My

         22  name is always mentioned. My name is always

         23  mentioned.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: That was an

         25  outrage --
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: He is out of

          3  order.

          4                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          5  Member, order, please.

          6                 Council Member, out of order. Out of

          7  order.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: He is out of

          9  order. You should be ashamed of yourself.

         10                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         11  member, please.

         12                 Gentlemen. Gentlemen, let's behave

         13  like gentlemen. You can go outside. After this you

         14  can go outside. Why don't you go outside in the

         15  courtyard and we'll let the women in the Council be

         16  the referees.

         17                 Seeing nobody else -- Council Member

         18  Gerson, sorry.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: I rise

         20  reluctantly that I cannot, truly I do, and with a

         21  heavy heart, because I think as Council Member

         22  Barron knows, I have nothing but deep personal

         23  affection for him and I look forward to working

         24  together on any number of issues. But I rise as

         25  someone who has spoken out against bigotry from
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          2  persons of all background, including my own

          3  background, bigotry is wrong from any source. The

          4  leaders of government cited by Council Member

          5  Barron, with whom I might have political agreements

          6  or disagreements with, Bebe Meton Yowel (phonetic)

          7  and Arial Sharone (phonetic), duly elected officers

          8  of the only democratic country in the Middle East,

          9  are not racist. And to state and imply that, is not

         10  only inaccurate, but it cannot be left without

         11  stated exception on the record of this Council,

         12  especially at the sensitive time when Israel under

         13  the leadership of Prime Minister Sharone is

         14  preparing, and on the eve of the celebration of her

         15  independence day tomorrow, is preparing an

         16  unprecedented withdrawal from territory without even

         17  the conclusion in order to expand, in order to

         18  expand Palestinian self-government, without even the

         19  benefit of a peace agreement, of a completed peace

         20  agreement. This is unprecedented in history for any

         21  nation to unilaterally make such a withdrawal, she

         22  does so in the interest of peace, and rather than

         23  attack her leaders, we should be praising them and

         24  reiterating the support of this Council for the

         25  state of Israel.
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          2                 As I would point out, we did, just at

          3  our last session, when we passed a resolution

          4  honoring tomorrow's independence day of the state of

          5  Israel. The most pro Palestinian step we could take

          6  is to advance the peace process, which would involve

          7  advancing the security of Israel.

          8                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Time,

          9  Council member.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Thank you very

         11  much.

         12                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Seeing

         13  nobody else, meeting is adjourned.

         14                 (Hearing concluded at 3:20 p.m.)
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