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          1  ZONING AND FRANCHISES

          2                 CHAIRPERSON AVELLA: If everyone will

          3  find a seat, please. I know it's been a long day,

          4  but you're actually holding things up now. Please,

          5  in the back, if you have a conversation, take it

          6  outside. I'd like to call this meeting on the

          7  Subcommittee on Zoning and Franchises to order. The

          8  only items on the agenda are the items associated

          9  with the Greenpoint Williamsburg rezoning. Joining

         10  me this afternoon, usually I say this morning, but

         11  this afternoon, are members of the Committee,

         12  Melinda Katz, Christine Quinn, Mike McMahon, Eric

         13  Dilan. And we have other members of the Land Use

         14  Committee here. Council Member Martinez and Oddo.

         15  And I'm sure there are other members floating

         16  around.

         17                 What I'd like to do is call on Gail

         18  Benjamin, Director of Land Use, to do a brief

         19  statement on the results of the negotiations, with

         20  the Administration and the City Council on this

         21  item, and then we will call the vote of the

         22  Subcommittee.

         23                 MS. BENJAMIN: Hello. My name is Gail

         24  Benjamin. I'm the Director of the Land Use Division

         25  of the City Council, and I'm here right now to give
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          2  a very brief description of the changes within the

          3  proposal that will be more fully discussed when the

          4  Committee meets later today.

          5                 We are in the process of changing the

          6  text and the maps in order to accommodate these

          7  changes. On a very surface basis what I can say is

          8  the proposal has changed in a number of ways. Most

          9  particularly and importantly, the amount of

         10  affordable housing has been increased to

         11  approximately 33 percent. And all of that affordable

         12  housing will be affordable to a group that makes 125

         13  percent of average mean income or less.

         14                 That's quite a significant change

         15  from the proposal that was presented to us by the

         16  Mayor's Office, and we certainly want to thank them

         17  for their help and assistance in achieving these

         18  really important goals.

         19                 Additionally, the proposal now

         20  reflects over 55 acres of public space which

         21  includes both the park, but also includes a park on

         22  the Dupont side, a potential park on the MTA site.

         23  It includes changes to McKaren Park, including the

         24  commitment from the Administration to study the

         25  demapping of driggs or lormer in order to provide
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          2  additional open space within McKaren Park.

          3                 It includes a commitment to making

          4  the pool area available for us as an outdoor

          5  arena-type open space area. It includes lights for

          6  the soccer field, and it includes capital funds for

          7  all of those activities.

          8                 The modified proposal will also

          9  include a 22-block area that will be the City's

         10  newest industrial business zone. And the proposal

         11  also includes monies for anti -- tenant

         12  anti-harassment and several follow-up actions and

         13  activities, including those related to anti-eviction

         14  efforts within the community.

         15                 The housing itself, the base for the

         16  waterfront areas will be a combined base of 3.7 FAR.

         17                 From there, if the developers choose

         18  to participate in the inclusionary affordable

         19  housing program, they will be able to receive a

         20  bonus and develop FAR up to 4.7 FAR.

         21                 Those affordable units will be

         22  developed on-site, and the developers will fund

         23  those proposals within their site program.

         24                 There is an accompanying, or will be

         25  an accompanying legislative change to the 421-A
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          2  legislation and Section 11-245 of the Administrative

          3  Code that will change, that will put this

          4  Greenpoint, Williamsburg waterfront area into the

          5  exclusion zone, which will mean that the 421-A

          6  benefits will not be available as of right in this

          7  area, but will only be available to those who build

          8  affordable housing.

          9                 There will be the creation of an

         10  advisory monitoring group that will monitor new

         11  needs as the construction and the new units come on

         12  board. There is an increased commitment to the

         13  Brooklyn Navy Yard, Bush Terminal and Army Terminal,

         14  as industrial resources within the City, and I would

         15  probably stop there.

         16                 CHAIRPERSON AVELLA: I appreciate the

         17  fact that you were able to give us this overview

         18  while the final documents are being presented.

         19                 I know Council Member McMahon has to

         20  leave, so I'd like to call upon him for the vote.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Aye.

         22                 CHAIRPERSON AVELLA: And I know that

         23  at the full Land Use Committee, we will have a much

         24  more detailed analysis, Council Member Katz?

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Yeah. We are
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          2  postponing the Land Use Committee. Obviously, a lot

          3  of these agreements were made very late last night

          4  and very early this morning, and the final documents

          5  are being drafted.

          6                 I think I would just like to note the

          7  Administration is in the back there, Dan Doctoroff

          8  and all of the Commissioners that work so hard to

          9  make sure that this agreement came to pass, and it

         10  is a good example of what can happen when the City

         11  and the Council work together, and it was truly a

         12  pleasure to work with all of them on behalf of Mayor

         13  Bloomberg and with the Speaker of the City Council.

         14                 But at the Land Use Committee, we're

         15  going to go through very detailed what the agreement

         16  was and vote on it then.

         17                 So, thank you.

         18                 Are you asking questions, or what?

         19  When do we think we're going to have the Land Use

         20  Committee?

         21                 MS. BENJAMIN: I am told no later than

         22  3:30. We were just finishing. When I left the office

         23  we were putting the last changes into the document,

         24  and then the document has to be Xeroxed and brought

         25  up.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: So, the full

          3  Land Use Committee will meet here at 3:30 with all

          4  of the details of the agreement, and, of course,

          5  with Council Member Reyna and Council Member Yassky.

          6                 Thank you.

          7                 CHAIRPERSON AVELLA: With that, I'll

          8  ask the Counsel to call the roll. Chair recommends

          9  approval.

         10                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: Chair Avella.

         11                 CHAIRPERSON AVELLA: Aye.

         12                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: Council Member

         13  Quinn.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: I'm going to

         15  save my comments for the full Committee.

         16                 I vote aye.

         17                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: Council Member

         18  Dilan.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: I, too, will

         20  save my comments for the full Committee and I also

         21  vote aye.

         22                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: Council Member

         23  Katz.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: I guess aye.

         25                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: Five in the
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          2  affirmative, none in the negative, and no

          3  abstentions, LUs 424 to 429 are approved and

          4  approved as modified and referred to the full

          5  Committee.

          6                 CHAIRPERSON AVELLA: Thank you. That

          7  closes this meeting of the Subcommittee on Zoning

          8  and Franchises.

          9                 (Hearing concluded at 2:31 p.m.)
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          9                 I, CINDY MILLELOT, a Certified
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