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          2                 SPEAKER MILLER: Council Member

          3  Weprin.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Can I have the

          5  representatives of the Queensboro Community College

          6  Holocaust Resource Center here? If you could all

          7  come up, please.

          8                 We're joined by a number of members

          9  of Queensboro Community College and the Holocaust

         10  Center, led by the President of Queensboro Community

         11  College, Dr. Eduardo Marti, who is on my immediate

         12  left.

         13                 We're basically celebrating, or

         14  recognizing the 60th anniversary of the freeing of

         15  the concentration camps and commemorating the

         16  Holocaust.

         17                 And of course, the Holocaust Resource

         18  Center at Queensboro Community College is the only

         19  Holocaust Center at Public University in the State

         20  of New York, and due to Speaker Miller and myself

         21  and the members of the City Council, we were able to

         22  obtain significant capital grant for the center, and

         23  it's a thriving center and it's going to be moving

         24  from the basement into a prominent place, and we

         25  wanted to go along with commemorating the 60th
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          2  anniversary of the liberation of the concentration

          3  camps.

          4                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you. If the

          5  clerk could read the proclamation.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: The Council of the

          7  City of New York Proclamation.

          8                 Whereas: The Council of the City of

          9  New York is pleased and proud to honor the memory of

         10  those who perished in the Holocaust; and

         11                 Whereas: The laws of the State of New

         12  York require that Holocaust studies be included in

         13  the school curriculum; and

         14                 Whereas: The Holocaust Resource

         15  Center and Archives at Queensboro Community College

         16  of the City University of New York was established

         17  to provide educational resources and materials to

         18  schools and organization within the community; and

         19                 Whereas: The Holocaust Resource

         20  Center and Archives of the City University of New

         21  York under the leadership of President Eduardo J.

         22  Marti, Dr. William Shulman, Dr. Sandra Delson

         23  Deutsch and Dr. Arthur Flug has done an outstanding

         24  job in providing invaluable resources and educating

         25  the community; and
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          2                 Whereas: The survival of the Jewish

          3  people from the Holocaust and the re-establishment

          4  of their independence in the reborn State of Israel

          5  is one of the great sagas of humankind; and

          6                 Whereas: The March of the Living

          7  under the able leadership of Dr. David Machlis and

          8  YosefKedem provides people with the opportunity to

          9  connect with those historic events in a deeply

         10  personal way by participating in Holocaust

         11  Remembrance ceremonies at Auschwitz and Israel

         12  Independence Day ceremonies in Jerusalem; now,

         13  therefore

         14                 Whereas: The Holocaust Resource

         15  Center and Archives is actively working to recruit

         16  participants in this year's March of the Living;

         17  now, therefore

         18                 Be It Known: That the Council of the

         19  City of New York proclaims March 23, 2005 QUEENSBORO

         20  COMMUNITY COLLEGE HOLOCAUST RESOURCE CENTER AND

         21  ARCHIVES MARCH OF THE LIVING DAY

         22                 Signed this 23rd day of March in the

         23  year Two Thousand and Five, Gifford Miller, Speaker

         24  for the Entire Council; David Weprin, Council Member

         25  23rd District, Queens; James Gennaro, Council Member
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          2  24th District, Queens.

          3                 SPEAKER MILLER: Dr. Marti, we're very

          4  appreciative that you and all your colleagues can be

          5  here. We thank you for your extraordinary work. It's

          6  a privilege to have the chance to honor you on

          7  behalf of the work that you've done for the people

          8  of the City and the State and the country and all

          9  the people of the world, all the survivors and all

         10  those who are perished.

         11                 So, we'd be honored if you'd say a

         12  few words.

         13                 DR. MARTI: Thank you very much, Mr.

         14  Speaker.

         15                 I am delighted to be able to receive

         16  this proclamation as a spokesperson of Queensboro

         17  Community College, and the many people behind me.

         18  And thank you. Thank you all, for bringing, making

         19  possible the fact that the Holocaust Resource Center

         20  will go from the basement of the library to a very

         21  prominent location on our campus.

         22                 The most important thing about our

         23  Holocaust Resource Center is we are the only

         24  Holocaust Resource Center that disseminates

         25  information, that goes, that has as part of its
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          2  mission going to outside of our campus and making

          3  certain that people understand what happens when you

          4  have an ultimate expression of prejudice which is

          5  Holocaust.

          6                 And we also do a lot of work with

          7  genocide and massacres so that our students are able

          8  to understand what can happen when prejudice is left

          9  unbridled.

         10                 Thank you.

         11                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you, all. Thank

         12  you for being here. Congratulations.

         13                 Council Member Perkins.

         14                 Okay, Council Member Perkins, I know

         15  you have three very, very special women who we're

         16  honoring here for all that they've done for the

         17  working women and men of this City and here Women's

         18  History Month. If we could have you bring them up.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: We're going

         20  to ask Ann Kessler, representing Randi Weingarten,

         21  to please come up. From the dynamic Principals

         22  Union, Jill Levy. And of course DC 37 is in the

         23  house with Lillian Roberts.

         24                 Thank you all so much for the honor

         25  that you have extended to me and to my colleagues,
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          2  for taking this month of women's history to

          3  acknowledge the outstanding contributions you've

          4  made to our City.

          5                 You know, we are at our best when we

          6  understand our priorities and create opportunities,

          7  and nothing has exemplified the opportunity to

          8  establish priorities than the labor leaders that you

          9  have been.

         10                 Historic, worked your way up the

         11  ranks, worked hard to fortify the benefits and the

         12  opportunities for your workers, and served the

         13  people of the City of New York, the children and

         14  their families, as well. So, we just want to be here

         15  to thank you for allowing us to say thank you on

         16  this momentous occasion.

         17                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you.

         18                 If the clerk could read the

         19  proclamations.

         20                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: The Council, City

         21  of New York, Proclamation.

         22                 Whereas: The Council of the City of

         23  New York is proud and pleased to honor Lillian

         24  Roberts, Executive Director of District 37, American

         25  Federation of State, City and Municipal Employees,
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          2  AFL-CIO for her long and dedicated advocacy on

          3  behalf of working people in the City of New York;

          4  and

          5                 Whereas: Now Executive Director of

          6  District 37, American Federation of State, City and

          7  Municipal Employees, Lillian Roberts has been a

          8  devoted and diligent labor activist for more than

          9  four decades; and

         10                 Whereas: Lillian Roberts started as a

         11  Shop Steward in Chicago in the late 1950s, and,

         12  earning the respect of her colleagues, spearheaded

         13  the creation of five new locals and was soon leading

         14  organizing drives; and

         15                 Whereas: Ms. Roberts was active in

         16  the 1960s building up DC 37's Hospitals Division,

         17  and in 1968 rose to the position of Associate

         18  Director, making her perhaps the most influential

         19  African-American labor leader of the day; and

         20                 Whereas: During her tenure,

         21  membership quadrupled, and thousands of City

         22  hospital workers rallied to the cause as the union

         23  became an ever-stronger protector of working people

         24  in the City of New York; and

         25                 Whereas: As Executive Director,
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          2  Lillian Roberts is a poignant example of women

          3  making exemplary strides in New York City and taking

          4  roles of leadership and public service; now,

          5  therefore

          6                 Be It Known: That the Council of the

          7  City of New York, in recognition of Women's History

          8  Month 2005, honors LILLIAN ROBERTS Executive

          9  Director of DC 37, AFSCME, ALF-CIO.

         10                 Signed this 23rd day of March in the

         11  year Two Thousand and Five.

         12

         13                 The Council of the City of New York

         14  is proud and pleased to honor Jill Levy, President,

         15  Council of School Supervisors and Administrators,

         16  New York State Federation of School Administrators,

         17  Local 1 American Federation of School

         18  Administrators, AFL-CIO, for her long and dedicated

         19  advocacy on behalf of working people in the City of

         20  New York; and

         21                 Whereas: Currently serving as

         22  President of Council of School Supervisors and

         23  Administrators, Jill Levy has been a devoted

         24  education activist, especially in the area of

         25  special education for over 46 years; and
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          2                 Whereas: Jill Levy is a product of

          3  the New York City Public school system, having

          4  graduated from The Bronx High School of Science,

          5  received her B.A. and certification as a

          6  superintendent of special education from Queens

          7  College and her masters from Hunter College; and

          8                 Whereas: Ms. Levy is also involved

          9  nationally as a recently elected Executive Vice

         10  President of the American Federation of School

         11  Administrators after serving, for three years, as

         12  the treasurer of the organization; and

         13                 Whereas: Under her leadership,

         14  membership has doubled, and the CSA has developed an

         15  extensive roster of professional development

         16  programs, many of which are nationally recognized

         17  and serve hundreds of supervisors annually; and

         18                 Whereas: As President of the CSA,

         19  Jill Levy is an inspiring example of the

         20  accomplishments of women in the history of New York

         21  City in education, labor and other fields; now,

         22  therefore

         23                 Be It Known: That the Council of the

         24  City of New York, in recognition of Women's History

         25  Month 2005, honors Jill Levy, President, Council of
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          2  School Supervisors and Administrators, AFSA, AFL-CIO

          3

          4                 The Council of the City of New York

          5  is proud and pleased to honor Randi Weingarten,

          6  President of The United Federation of Teachers,

          7  Central Labor Council, AFL-CIO for her long and

          8  dedicated advocacy.

          9                 Whereas: Since 1998, Randi Weingarten

         10  has been at the helm of the United Federation of

         11  Teachers. In her role as president, she oversees an

         12  organization that represents more than 140,000

         13  active and retired educators and other personnel.

         14                 Whereas: Randi Weingarten has

         15  repeatedly proven herself a benefactor to countless

         16  working people in our City. A vice-president of the

         17  New York City Central Labor Council of the AFL-0CIO,

         18  Ms. Weingarten also heads the city Municipal Labor

         19  Committee (MLC) an umbrella organization for some

         20  100 city employee unions.

         21                 Whereas: Randi Weingarten's career as

         22  an educator has been equally impressive. As a

         23  history teacher at Clara Barton High School in Crown

         24  Heights, Brooklyn, from 1991 to 1997, Ms. Weingarten

         25  helped foster in her students a love for education,
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          2  and this led to their winning several state and

          3  national awards; and

          4                 Whereas: Randi Weingarten's dynamic

          5  leadership, expansive vision and dedication to

          6  improving the lives of others have been essential to

          7  maintaining and strengthening the labor movement in

          8  New York City.

          9                 Whereas: As President of the United

         10  Federation of Teachers, Randi Weingarten stands as a

         11  profound example of women in leadership in New York

         12  City education, labor and other fields; now

         13  therefore

         14                 Be It Known: That the Council of the

         15  City of New York, in recognition of Women's History

         16  Month, honors RANDI WEINGARTEN, President, United

         17  Federation of Teachers, NYSUT, AFT, CLC, AFL-CIO.

         18                 SPEAKER MILLER: We are so honored

         19  that you're here and we have the chance to thank you

         20  for all the work that you've done on behalf of the

         21  people of the City of New York.

         22                 We'll start, if you would each say a

         23  few words. We thank you so much for all you've done.

         24                 Lillian, would you like to begin?

         25                 MS. ROBERTS: I want to thank you for
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          2  this recognition on behalf of 121,000 employees

          3  everyday heroes and 50,000 retirees. They surely are

          4  responsible for the recognition I'm receiving today.

          5                 Thank you very much.

          6                 MS. LEVY: Mr. Speaker, Councilman

          7  Perkins, and the entire City Council, on behalf of

          8  our members, particularly the women members who lead

          9  our schools every day in every way, we want to thank

         10  you for this honor and to promise you that we will

         11  have the finest school system ever in the City of

         12  New York and around the country.

         13                 SPEAKER MILLER: Ann, very quickly.

         14                 Ann Kessler, on behalf of Randi

         15  Weingarten.

         16                 MS. KESSLER: On behalf of Randi

         17  Weingarten, and the over 100,000 members of the

         18  United Federation of Teachers, first I want to thank

         19  you for this award. But I do want to say we women

         20  have a tremendous affect upon the economic and

         21  social life of this City. Our contributions are

         22  enormous. We women, that's right. That is right.

         23  Economically and socially, we have a tremendous

         24  effect upon the life of the City of New York.

         25                 MS. LEVY: And politically.
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          2                 MS. KESSLER: Politically you know who

          3  we are.

          4                 SPEAKER MILLER: Amen. Thank you all.

          5  Thank you very much.

          6                 Congratulations.

          7                 SPEAKER MILLER: Council Member

          8  Gallagher.

          9                 Council Member Gallagher, I know you

         10  have some special guests as well here during women's

         11  history month, making history of their own.

         12                 Council Member Gallagher.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Thank you,

         14  Mr. Speaker.

         15                 I'm so happy to have Christ the King

         16  Regional High School Girls Varsity Basketball Team

         17  here today.

         18                 Let me give you a little bit of

         19  history of Christ The King Girls Team.

         20                 This team finished this year 27 and 0

         21  and they are the undisputed national champions, as

         22  quoted by USA Today.

         23                 In addition, this team won the

         24  Brooklyn Queens Championship for the 21st

         25  consecutive year. The are the New York City
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          2  champions for the 17th consecutive year.

          3                 They are the New York State Catholic

          4  High Schools AA Champions for the 17th consecutive

          5  year, and this year's New York State AA champions.

          6                 And ladies and gentlemen, probably

          7  what's more important than any of the achievements

          8  that they have contributed and done on the hard wood

          9  floor, is the overall combined academic average of

         10  the girls on this team is a 91.6. And we have with

         11  us Carrem Gay, Miss Basketball, who is going to Duke

         12  University, and I'd like to recognize their coaches,

         13  Bob Mackey, Jill Cook, Maureen McHugh, Joseph

         14  Arbitello, the Assistant Athletic Director, and ask

         15  that their Coach, Coach Mackey, come up and say a

         16  few words.

         17                 SPEAKER MILLER: Will the clerk read

         18  the proclamation, please?

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Council of the City of

         20  New York, Proclamation.

         21                 Whereas: The Council of the City of

         22  New York proudly honors and commends the Christ the

         23  King Regional High School Girls Varsity Basketball

         24  team upon being named the #1 team in the United

         25  States of America; and

                                                            18

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2                 Whereas: The Royals finished the

          3  2004-2005 season undefeated with a perfect 77-0

          4  record; and

          5                 Whereas: The outstanding young women

          6  captured the 2004-2005 New York State Federation AA

          7  Championship, the Nike Tournament of Champions and

          8  were named as the USA Today National Champions; and

          9                 Whereas: This spirited Royals team

         10  continued the Christ the King Varsity Girls

         11  Basketball program's tradition of excellence by

         12  winning its 21st consecutive CHSAA/Brooklyn/Queens

         13  Championship, its 17th consecutive New York City

         14  Championship and its 17th consecutive New York State

         15  Catholic High School AA Championship; and

         16                 Whereas: This team exemplifies a

         17  superlative example of leadership, and

         18  sportsmanship; its dedication, hard work and overall

         19  display of outstanding abilities and qualities and

         20  is admired by all; and

         21                 Whereas: The Christ the King woman's

         22  Basketball team consists of Head Coach Bob Mackey,

         23  Assistant Coaches Jill Cook and Maureen McHugh,

         24  Trainer Anton Turkovic and Manager Caroline Gallo;

         25  and
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          2                 Whereas: The Championship team

          3  members are: Orin Dixon, Nicole Caldera, Leah

          4  Hernandez, Aimee Levine, Laura Michel, Ravene

          5  Brinkley, Shannon Walsh, Lisa Manetta, Melissa

          6  Apela, Nakejia Kelly, Kera Streat, Sky Lindsay,

          7  Carren Gay, Tina Charles, Kelly Barrett and Natsaha

          8  Morgan; and

          9                 Whereas: Attendant to such concern

         10  and fully in accord with this Council's long

         11  standing traditions and principals, it is the intent

         12  of this body to honor and recognize the Christ the

         13  King Women's Varsity Basketball team for their

         14  exemplary demonstration of dedication and ability;

         15  now, therefore

         16                 Be It Known: That the Council of the

         17  City of New York honors THE CHRIST THE KING REGIONAL

         18  HIGH SCHOOL GIRLS VARSITY BASKETBALL TEAM.

         19                 Signed this 23rd day of March in the

         20  year Two Thousand and Five, Gifford Miller, Speaker

         21  for the Entire Council; Dennis Gallagher, Council

         22  Member, 30th District, Queens.

         23                 SPEAKER MILLER: All right.

         24                 Bob, we're appreciative of all your

         25  team has done. Congratulations to all of you. Would
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          2  you like to say a few words?

          3                 MR. MACKEY: We'd like to thank the

          4  Council members, Councilman Gallagher, and everyone

          5  else on behalf of Jill Cook, Maureen McHugh and

          6  myself and the team.

          7                 We hope we represented the City as

          8  best we could, and we've brought home a national

          9  championship for New York.

         10                 Thank you.

         11                 SPEAKER MILLER: Congratulations,

         12  team. Congratulations. You've done the City proud.

         13  Thank you.

         14                 Is Council Member Vann here? Council

         15  Member Vann, is he here?

         16                 Okay, Council Member Vann is here.

         17  Council Member Vann, I know you have two very

         18  special guests, all of our guests, have done amazing

         19  work on behalf of the people of the City of New York

         20  and we're honoring them today. If we could ask you

         21  to bring them forward, Council Member Vann?

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Thank you, Mr.

         23  Speaker.

         24                 This is really a very important

         25  moment because these two young ladies, one through
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          2  representation, represent very noble efforts on

          3  behalf of many in our City to address the plague of

          4  our time, HIV and AIDS. And, so, we in the -- we,

          5  who provide leadership in the City, recognize what

          6  they have been doing and the significance of effort.

          7                 We have not yet gotten the full

          8  support of the City. Clearly the Council last year

          9  indicated that we understood and we support the

         10  coalitions that are involved in this work, and we

         11  provided them money to do their work, and two of the

         12  outstanding individuals in our City were providing

         13  that leadership, one is Dee Bailey, black leadership

         14  on AIDS, and Gwen Carter being represented by Sandra

         15  Brown. So, on behalf of the Speaker and ourselves,

         16  we are very pleased that you are able to join us to

         17  receive your just rewards.

         18                 SPEAKER MILLER: Yes, indeed. Thank

         19  you, Council member. Indeed we do have very special

         20  people here, and we'd be honored if the clerk could

         21  read the proclamation.

         22                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: The Council, City

         23  of New York, Proclamation.

         24                 Whereas: The Council of the City of

         25  New York is pleased and proud to honor Gwen Carter
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          2  and acknowledge her invaluable contributions to the

          3  City on the occasion of the Council's observation of

          4  National black HIV/AIDS Awareness day; and

          5                 Whereas: Gwen Carter was born in

          6  Halifax County, NC and completed her undergraduate

          7  studies at the University of North Carolina where

          8  she received her B.A. degree in Psychology; and

          9  after a short stay in Washington, D.C. she moved to

         10  Brooklyn, NY and began her career as a Day Care

         11  Teacher and has since worked for several city

         12  agencies and organizations; and

         13                 Whereas: Gwen Carter began her career

         14  at Life Force as Associate Director in December of

         15  1992 and accepted the position as Executive Director

         16  four months later; and enhanced her skills as a

         17  leader by becoming certified in Executive level

         18  Not-for-Profit Management through Columbia

         19  University's Graduate School of Business; and

         20                 Whereas: Life Force was established

         21  in 1989 in response to the increasing incidence of

         22  HIV/AIDS in women with a mission to reduce the

         23  incidence of HIV/AIDS in minority women and their

         24  families by recruiting and training community women

         25  as peer health educators; and
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          2                 Whereas: Gwen Carter has served her

          3  community with wisdom and compassion; and she

          4  continues to inspire her community as she works to

          5  better humanity in the service HIV/AIDS prevention

          6  and care; now, therefore

          7                 Be It Known: That the Council of the

          8  City of New York honors GWEN CARTER.

          9                 Signed this 7th day of February in

         10  the year Two Thousand and Five, Gifford Miller,

         11  Speaker for the Entire Council; Albert Vann, Council

         12  Member, 36th District, Brooklyn; Christine Quinn,

         13  Council Member 3rd District, Manhattan.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: The Council, City of

         15  New York, Proclamation.

         16                 Whereas: The Council of the City of

         17  New York is pleased and proud to honor Divinah "Dee"

         18  Bailey and acknowledge her invaluable contributions

         19  to the City; and

         20                 Whereas: Dee Bailey is a native of

         21  the Bedford Stuyvesant community in Brooklyn, NY and

         22  was empowered under the mentorship of her late

         23  father with the ability to assess and address the

         24  needs of her community; and

         25                 Whereas: Dee Bailey is most noted for
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          2  her 20 years of advocacy work while a District 65

          3  United Auto Worker (UAW) representative and

          4  continues to be a leader amongst her peers as she

          5  serves as co-chair of the Health and Hospital

          6  committee for Community Board 3, member of the

          7  Congressional Health Advisory Committee, Founding

          8  Chair of the Brooklyn United Community Coalition,

          9  former co-chair and current member of the Bedford

         10  Stuyvesant/Crown Heights HIV Care Network Steering

         11  Committee, and member of the City Council Task Force

         12  on Health; and

         13                 Whereas: Dee Bailey has served as the

         14  Director of Affiliate Services for the National

         15  Black Leadership Commission on AIDS since 1999; she

         16  has worked tirelessly in educating local and

         17  national elected officials, as well as local clergy

         18  around the issues of HIV/AIDS as it relates to

         19  Communities of Color; and

         20                 Whereas: Dee Bailey becomes extremely

         21  passionate when she extols the importance of

         22  HIV/AIDS education and the need to take the first

         23  step by "Getting Tested", and "Knowing Your Status";

         24  now, therefore

         25                 Be It Known: That the Council of the
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          2  City of New York honors DIVINAH "DEE" BAILEY

          3                 Signed this 23rd day of March in the

          4  year Two Thousand and Five, Gifford Miller, Speaker

          5  for the Entire Council; Albert Vann, Council Member,

          6  36yh District, Brooklyn.

          7                 SPEAKER MILLER: Dee, we're very

          8  pleased that you're here with us.

          9                 Sandra, we're so glad you're here on

         10  behalf of Gwen. We'd be honored if you'd say a few

         11  words.

         12                 MS. BAILEY: Thank you, Councilman

         13  Speaker. Thank you, Councilman Vann and Councilwoman

         14  James and Boyland and Barron and all my

         15  Brooklynites, for sure. But in addition to that, my

         16  New York City Councilpeople, because we know Harlem

         17  and Bed Stuy is always right here. It's twins.

         18                 What I would like to say is on behalf

         19  of all of the front line executive directors and

         20  organizations doing work in HIV and AIDS, we need

         21  your continued support and I am appreciative, and I

         22  just stand here and honor my family, as well as all

         23  of the members of the City of New York, just to talk

         24  about HIV and AIDS, and just to let you know that

         25  we're hoping that we will continue to get your
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          2  support. We need your support. And please, again,

          3  know your status and get tested.

          4                 Thank you.

          5                 SPEAKER MILLER: And Sandra, would you

          6  like to say a few words on behalf of Gwen?

          7                 MS. BROWN: Thank you.

          8                 On behalf of our Executive Board and

          9  our Executive Director, Gwen Carter, we accept this

         10  award with great pleasure and honor, and we thank

         11  you for recognizing that we've been in the City in

         12  Brooklyn for the past 15 years, and we promise that

         13  we will continue to come back and fight against

         14  HIV/AIDS in women of color.

         15                 SPEAKER MILLER: Amen. Thank you very

         16  much for your work as well.

         17                 Okay, Council Member Comrie is going

         18  to join me. We have one more final group of

         19  honorees. I'm going to ask Connie, Mizell, Ms.

         20  Mizell-Perry, if she can come up. Marvin Thompson.

         21  Ms. Mizell-Perry is the mother of Jam Master Jay.

         22  And Bonita Jones, who is his sister, and Marvin

         23  Thompson is his brother. So we have his family here,

         24  and we're honoring them along with Council Member

         25  Comrie and my other colleagues because of the
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          2  extraordinary work of the Jam Master Jay Foundation

          3  who is trying to put kids through college.

          4                 If the clerk could read the

          5  proclamation.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: The Council, City of

          7  New York.

          8                 The Jam Master Jay Foundation for

          9  Youth, Inc. is a non-profit 501(c)(3) tax-exempt

         10  organization founded in February, 2003, by Connie

         11  Mizell-Perry, Marvin Thompson, and Bonita Jones, the

         12  mother, oldest brother and sister of the late

         13  RUN-DMC legend Jason Mizell, known and loved by

         14  millions of fans around the world as "JAM MASTER

         15  JAY", and

         16                 Whereas: The Foundation's mission is

         17  a reflection of Jason Mizell's lifelong commitment

         18  to supporting his community by giving back. Even

         19  after achieving fame and fortune as the third member

         20  of the hip-hop groundbreaking group RUN-DMC, Jason

         21  continued to reside and raise his family in queens,

         22  New York, where he spent his time developing and

         23  mentoring young recording artists who needed

         24  positive role models and the right connections to

         25  the entertainment industry, and providing financial
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          2  support for young people who lacked the funds to

          3  pursue a college education; and

          4                 Whereas: The Foundation focuses on

          5  producing and sponsoring programs and activities for

          6  youth from 6-21 years of age that encourage and

          7  support academic excellence, and provide

          8  opportunities for youth to learn entrepreneurial

          9  skills in the entertainment industry; and

         10                 Whereas: The Foundation continues

         11  Jason's legacy of financial support through the Jam

         12  Master Jay Foundation for Youth Scholarship Fund,

         13  which will provide $2,000.00 to 1,000 freshman

         14  students for their first year at four-year college

         15  ($1,000.00 per semester), which can be used for

         16  tuition or books and a free laptop computer donated

         17  by a corporate sponsor; now, therefore

         18                 Be It Known: That the Council of the

         19  City of New York honors the JAM MASTER JAY

         20  FOUNDATION FOR YOUTH, INC.

         21                 Signed this 23rd day of March in the

         22  year Two Thousand and Five, Gifford Miller, Speaker

         23  for the Entire Council; Leroy Comrie, Majority Whip,

         24  Council Member, 27th District, Queens.

         25                 SPEAKER MILLER: All right, we thank
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          2  you, Ms. Mizell, Marvin, Bonita, thank you all so

          3  much. And Ms. Mizell, if you would say a few words,

          4  we'd be honored.

          5                 MS. MIZELL: First I want to say

          6  thanks to the Speaker and to Mr. Comrie, for just

          7  inviting us here today.

          8                 We have had a delightful time. And I

          9  thank you for all of your support. We need your

         10  support in order for us to carry on Jason's legacy.

         11  He is gone, as we know we all have to do, but he is

         12  still here. Because if you ever get a chance to sit

         13  in that van, his spirit is so fresh in that van. And

         14  we love you, we just hope that you'll continue to

         15  support us.

         16                 We need your support, spiritually and

         17  financially.

         18                 So, please continue, and we thank God

         19  for you.

         20                 SPEAKER MILLER: Amen. All right,

         21  amen. Thank you very much.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: I was going to

         23  do a rhyme.

         24                 SPEAKER MILLER: You're going to do a

         25  rhyme, Leroy? Let's hear it.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: I'm not going

          3  to do a rhyme, I'm just teasing.

          4                 SPEAKER MILLER: Give me back the

          5  mike, you can take a hike.

          6                 DEPUTY MAJORITY LEADER PERKINS: All

          7  rise for the Pledge of Allegiance.

          8                 (Pledge of Allegiance.)

          9                 DEPUTY MAJORITY LEADER PERKINS: Roll

         10  call.

         11                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Addabbo.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Here.

         13                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Arroyo.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER ARROYO: Here.

         15                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Avella.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Here.

         17                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Baez.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ: Here.

         19                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Barron.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Here.

         21                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Boyland.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: Here.

         23                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Brewer.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Here.

         25                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Clarke.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Present.

          3                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Comrie.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Here.

          5                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: DeBlasio.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEBLASIO: Here.

          7                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Dilan.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: Here.

          9                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Felder.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Here.

         11                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Fidler.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Here.

         13                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Foster.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Here.

         15                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gallagher.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Here.

         17                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gennaro.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Here.

         19                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gentile.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: Here.

         21                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gerson.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Here.

         23                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gioia.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: Here.

         25                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gonzalez.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER GONZALEZ: Here.

          3                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Jackson.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Here.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: James.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: Here.

          7                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Jennings.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER JENNINGS: Here.

          9                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Katz.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Here.

         11                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Koppell.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Here. Here.

         13                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Lanza.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER LANZA: Here.

         15                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Liu.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Here.

         17                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Lopez.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: Here.

         19                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Martinez.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Here.

         21                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: McMahon.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Here.

         23                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Monserrate.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Here.

         25                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Moskowitz.
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          2                 (No response.)

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Palma.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER PALMA: Here.

          5                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Perkins.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Here.

          7                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Provenzano.

          8                 (No response.)

          9                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Quinn.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: Here.

         11                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Recchia.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Here.

         13                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Reed.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: Here.

         15                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Reyna.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: Here.

         17                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Sanders.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Here.

         19                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Seabrook.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Here.

         21                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Sears.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Here.

         23                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Stewart.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Yes.

         25                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Vallone.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Here.

          3                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Vann.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Here.

          5                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Weprin.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Here.

          7                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Yassky.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Here.

          9                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Oddo.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Here.

         11                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Rivera.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: Here.

         13                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Speaker Miller.

         14                 SPEAKER MILLER: Here.

         15                 DEPUTY MAJORITY LEADER PERKINS: A

         16  quorum is present.

         17                 All rise for the Invocation.

         18                 RABBI GLASS: Men and women of the

         19  City Council. Tomorrow evening we celebrate the fest

         20  of Holiday Purim when we will read in the Book of

         21  Ester that the evil plot of Hamin to exterminate a

         22  people that is "diverse and spread about the land."

         23                 We celebrate the foiling of this

         24  plot, even to this present day.

         25                 Let us also celebrate the privilege
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          2  of living in a land dedicated to tolerance of

          3  diversity, and let our City Council renew its

          4  commitment to renew its commitment to preserving

          5  this tolerance.

          6                 Amen.

          7                 SPEAKER MILLER: Amen.

          8                 DEPUTY MAJORITY LEADER PERKINS:

          9  Council Member Felder.

         10                 Speaker Miller.

         11                 SPEAKER MILLER: I move that the

         12  Invocation be spread in full upon the record.

         13                 DEPUTY MAJORITY LEADER PERKINS: So

         14  ordered.

         15                 Adoption of Minutes.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: None.

         17                 DEPUTY MAJORITY LEADER PERKINS:

         18  Messages and Papers from the Mayor.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 445.

         20                 SPEAKER MILLER: Governmental

         21  Operations.

         22                 DEPUTY MAJORITY PERKINS:

         23  Communication from City, County and Borough Offices.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Preconsidered M

         25  446, 447 and 448.
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          2                 SPEAKER MILLER: Finance.

          3                 DEPUTY MAJORITY PERKINS: Finance.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Preconsidered M

          5  449.

          6                 SPEAKER MILLER: Finance.

          7                 DEPUTY MAJORITY PERKINS: Petitions

          8  and Communications.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: None.

         10                 DEPUTY MAJORITY PERKINS: Land Use

         11  Call-Ups.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 450, 451,

         13  452, 453 and 454.

         14                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

         15  Call-Up vote.

         16                 At this time I'd ask the clerk to

         17  call the roll on all items coupled on the call-up

         18  vote.

         19                 I'd also like to ask my colleagues

         20  for unanimous consent to be able to be recorded in

         21  the affirmative on the call-up vote, as well as all

         22  items on the General Order Calendar.

         23                 Regretfully, my son, I need to take

         24  him to the doctor today, so his knee is not feeling

         25  well. But I'm sure he'll be feeling better soon, but
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          2  I need to leave unfortunately.

          3                 So, I'm going to leave Majority

          4  Leader here in charge and he's going to tell me what

          5  happens.

          6                 Thank you all very much. If I could

          7  vote aye on the General Order, as well as the Land

          8  Use Call-Ups.

          9                 DEPUTY MAJORITY LEADER PERKINS: Go

         10  ahead.

         11                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you very much,

         12  Bill.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Addabbo.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Aye.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Arroyo.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER ARROYO: Aye.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Avella.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Aye.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Baez.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ: Aye.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Barron.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Aye on all.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Boyland.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: Aye.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Brewer.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Aye.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Clarke.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Aye on all.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Comrie.

          6                 (No response.)

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: DeBlasio.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEBLASIO: Aye.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Dilan.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: Aye on all Land

         11  Use Call-Ups.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Felder.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Aye.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Fidler.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Aye.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Foster.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Aye.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gallagher.

         19                 (No response.)

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gennaro.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Aye.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gentile.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: Aye on all.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gerson.

         25                 (No response.)
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gioia.

          3                 (No response.)

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gonzalez.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER GONZALEZ: Aye on all.

          6  And, yes, I'm here.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jackson.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Aye.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: James.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: Aye,.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jennings.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER JENNINGS: Aye on all.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Katz.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Aye on all.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Koppell.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Aye on all.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lanza.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER LANZA: Aye.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Liu.

         20                 (No response.)

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lopez.

         22                 (No response.)

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Martinez.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Aye on all.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: McMahon.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Aye on all.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Monserrate.

          4                 (No response.)

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Palma.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER PALMA: Aye on all.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Perkins.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Aye on all.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Quinn.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: Aye.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Recchia.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Aye.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reed.

         14                 (No response.)

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reyna.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: Aye.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sanders.

         18                 (No response.)

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Seabrook.

         20                 (No response.)

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sears.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Aye.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Stewart.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Aye on all.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vallone.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Aye.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vann.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Aye.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Weprin.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Aye.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Yassky.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Aye.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reed.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: Aye.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Oddo.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Yes.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Rivera.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA:  I vote aye.

         15                 DEPUTY MAJORITY LEADER PERKINS:

         16  Today's Land Use Call-Ups adopted by a vote of 41

         17  affirmative, and zero negative.

         18                 At this point, we'd like to call on

         19  our colleague Council Member Gale Brewer, who has

         20  guests that she would like to introduce.

         21                 Councilwoman Brewer.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Thank you very

         23  much, Council Member Perkins.

         24                 And I'm here to introduce Derek

         25  Gordon. Many of you know Jazz At Lincoln Center, the
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          2  home of Winton Marcellis, and also Afro-Cuban Arturo

          3  O'Farrell.

          4                 I'd like Derek to stand because he is

          5  the person that is making this wonderful institution

          6  Jazz At Lincoln Center sing and provide great

          7  education and music.

          8                 So, I just wanted to recognize him as

          9  part of an institution of Jazz at Lincoln Center.

         10                 Thank you.

         11                 DEPUTY MAJORITY LEADER PERKINS:

         12  Councilwoman Boyland.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: Before we

         14  move on I would just like for everyone for a moment

         15  to recognize that our good friend Claude Cherry is

         16  turning 21 yet again. It is his birthday. Let's just

         17  give him a round of applause for all of the work

         18  that he has done.

         19                 DEPUTY MAJORITY LEADER PERKINS: All

         20  rise.

         21                 Communication from the Speaker.

         22                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Thank you

         23  very much, Deputy Majority Leader Bill Perkins.

         24                 Today we are honored to have four

         25  students from St. Raymond's High School in the Bronx
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          2  participating in the Junior Achievement. Their

          3  names, and if they can please rise when I call them,

          4  Tanya McKenzie, Disell Carroyo, Melissa Puerto, Lora

          5  Guerero, and teacher Ruthie Calay.

          6                 If everybody could please put their

          7  hands together for these astounding students.

          8                 And ladies and gentlemen, we have one

          9  of our Council colleague's birthday is today, I

         10  would like everybody to join me in a very quick

         11  rendition of happy birthday to Council Member Peter

         12  Vallone, who is another year younger.

         13                 And that's all, Mr. Public Advocate.

         14                 DEPUTY MAJORITY LEADER PERKINS:

         15  Discussion of General Orders.

         16                 Council Member Weprin.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Yes.

         18                 Thank you, Mr. Acting Public

         19  Advocate.

         20                 DEPUTY MAJORITY LEADER PERKINS: Just

         21  call me BP, man, you know.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Okay.

         23                 Today we celebrate a victory for

         24  public school students in all corners of New York

         25  City with the restoration of $1.3 billion to the
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          2  capital budget, students across the City will have

          3  new windows, fixed toilets, doors on the stalls,

          4  upgraded auditoriums, new bells, updated fire

          5  alarms, and audible public address systems.

          6                 In my district alone, schools were

          7  set to lose almost $28 million in the current fiscal

          8  year, $16 million in cuts and $12 million in delays.

          9                 Cardozo High School alone, which was

         10  at the beginning of the school year the most

         11  overcrowded high school in the City of New York, was

         12  slated to lose eight and a half million dollars.

         13                 These projects are not high

         14  technology projects, like expensive new computer

         15  labs and high-tech science labs. We are concerned

         16  about the necessities. Windows, flood prevention and

         17  fire alarms, how are we expected to offer a high

         18  level of education when we cannot ensure dry floors

         19  and privacy in the bathrooms? It's simple. We

         20  cannot. Now while cutting more than $1 billion from

         21  our school system.

         22                 The news that the money was restored

         23  came just before a rally which I scheduled with

         24  Speaker Miller and Randi Weingarten and Jill Levy

         25  who were joining me in demanding the capital budget
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          2  restoration.

          3                 I was happy that rally was changed

          4  from a budget cut rally, a victory celebration at

          5  Cardozo High School.

          6                 But our work is not done. We must now

          7  make sure that the projects are completed on time,

          8  and must ensure that the capital plan does not

          9  suffer and cuts in the future fiscal years.

         10                 I would like to thank Speaker Miller

         11  for his leadership on the issue and on a hard-fought

         12  victory.

         13                 Thank you.

         14                 DEPUTY MAJORITY LEADER PERKINS:

         15  Speaker Rivera.

         16                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Thank you

         17  very much, Acting Public Advocate Bill Perkins.

         18                 Ladies and gentlemen, my colleagues,

         19  I think that today is a historic day for us here in

         20  the City Council because we have done an outstanding

         21  job in making sure that we defend the education of

         22  our children here in the City of New York.

         23                 We have done that by consistently

         24  fighting for capital improvements within our local

         25  communities, and we have done that when the Mayor of
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          2  the City decided to cut $1.3 billion out of this

          3  year's fiscal plan, we stood up to the challenge and

          4  we stood up and made our voices heard to everybody

          5  within the entire City and said we will now allow

          6  for this money to be cut because we believe the best

          7  investment for this City is an investment of our

          8  future and that is within the children of our great

          9  City.

         10                 So, as our Chairman of the Finance

         11  Committee Dave Weprin stated, we have a phenomenal

         12  victory. I think that even though we will not get

         13  coverage in the media, as we so rightfully deserve,

         14  I think we all deserve to give ourselves a big round

         15  of applause for the ongoing fight that we have

         16  fought and to make sure that our kids get the best

         17  education they possibly can.

         18                 Thank you.

         19                 DEPUTY MAJORITY LEADER PERKINS:

         20  Council Member Vallone.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Thank you,

         22  Mr. Acting Speaker. I'm 29 also today, by the way,

         23  and Channel 74 thanks you for not singing happy

         24  birthday.

         25                 But today we passed some landmark
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          2  legislation regarding cell phone towers.

          3                 The City Council is not against cell

          4  phone use, except in theatres apparently, but we do

          5  need to ensure that this proliferation of towers

          6  occurs responsibly and safely.

          7                 That's why last meeting we voted on a

          8  resolution calling for a health study of the effects

          9  of these towers and this meeting we will be voting

         10  on landmark legislation which will, for the first

         11  time, will require that the City actually keep track

         12  of where these cell phone antennas exist.

         13                 We can do this safely if we do it

         14  with knowledge, and today is a big step in that

         15  direction and I'm proud of the Council members who

         16  have stood up to the intense lobbying effort against

         17  this bill, especially Chairwoman Madeline Provenzano

         18  who is not here today, for her assistance, and I

         19  thank you all for your efforts in this regard.

         20                 So, good work.

         21                 DEPUTY MAJORITY LEADER PERKINS:

         22  Council Member Gentile.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: Thank you,

         24  Mr. Acting Public Advocate.

         25                 Today is an historic day for the
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          2  people of Bayridge Brooklyn. You know, our Chair of

          3  Land Use, absolutely you have many of them in the

          4  house here today, in the Chamber, our Chair of the

          5  Land Use once said to me that through our Land Use

          6  decisions and zoning changes, we, who serve in the

          7  City Council, can have a significant and

          8  long-lasting impact on our communities in the future

          9  of this City.

         10                 Well, Madam Chairwoman Katz, today I

         11  know firsthand exactly what you mean. With this

         12  zoning plan for Bayridge before us today, I fully

         13  realize the impact for good that we can have for

         14  many years into the future, for the people that live

         15  there now or some day may call it home.

         16                 Chairwoman Melinda Katz, thank you

         17  for your concern for touring Bayridge with me to see

         18  the problem firsthand, thank you for your guidance

         19  and that of your staff, and the whole Land Use

         20  Division headed by Gale Benjamin. All of you, with

         21  your expertise, your concern, were a critical

         22  component to making this day possible.

         23                 Thank you, also, to Speaker Gifford

         24  Miller, who reignited this process by arranging me

         25  to meet with Amanda Burden and getting City

                                                            49

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  Planning's commitment for Bayridge.

          3                 I thank Commissioner Burden and her

          4  efforts with the Mayor to move this plan forward as

          5  quickly as possible. And I thank the Mayor for his

          6  support of this plan.

          7                 I also thank the members of Community

          8  Board 10, members of my preservation Committee led

          9  by dynamo Victoria Hoffmo, and other involved

         10  citizens of Bayridge, many of them here today, along

         11  with members of the Brooklyn Office of Department of

         12  City Planning.

         13                 Many of those people are with us here

         14  today, I would like them to take a moment now to

         15  stand, and ask all of us to give them a nice hand

         16  for all the efforts they have put into this

         17  rezoning.

         18                 Can you all stand? Stand. Thank you.

         19                 The proposed 249 block rezoning in

         20  Bayridge, the largest in Brooklyn to date --

         21                 DEPUTY MAJORITY LEADER PERKINS: Time.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: -- Is a

         23  thorough and comprehensive plan. It is a plan that

         24  needs to go forward, an historic vote, and I ask my

         25  colleagues to support with this historic vote.
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          2                 Thank you, Mr. Public Advocate.

          3                 DEPUTY MAJORITY LEADER PERKINS:

          4  Council Member Gioia.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: Thank you, Mr.

          6  Acting Public Advocate.

          7                 Thank you, also, Speaker Miller.

          8                 I speak today in support of Intro.

          9  462-A, the Park Net, Bill. Park Net, the Public

         10  Reporting and Accountability System this bill

         11  creates, I believe will improve the experience of

         12  people visiting to the City's 1,700 beaches and

         13  parks.

         14                 I want to thank Council Member Foster

         15  and the Committee on Parks and Recreation for her

         16  leadership in sheparding this bill to the floor

         17  today.

         18                 When I think about good public

         19  policy, I always return to the same basic tenets,

         20  accountability, open government, and the

         21  transparency that follows.

         22                 Today, as we pass Park Net, we take a

         23  big step towards CityStat, a bill I'm introducing

         24  today, which creates an electronic report card for

         25  every City agency. Modeled on COMSTAT, Park Net, got
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          2  back to Park Net, which we're voting on today, we

          3  have seen through the decade-old COMSTAT program how

          4  incredibly effective public accountability tools can

          5  be in identifying problems and martialing resources.

          6                 I'm proud to support that today. I'm

          7  looking forward to the package of CityStat, looking

          8  forward to New York City being a leader nationwide,

          9  and showing how government can cost less and work

         10  better and being a real model of efficiency for

         11  other municipalities and cities across the nation.

         12                 I thank you, and I thank my

         13  colleagues for their support.

         14                 DEPUTY MAJORITY LEADER PERKINS:

         15  Council Member DeBlasio.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER DeBLASIO: I'm advised

         17  that the official title is Mr. President Pro-Tem

         18  Poray. So, thank you, sir.

         19                 DEPUTY MAJORITY LEADER PERKINS: You

         20  have extra time for that.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER DeBLASIO: I would like

         22  to say that Council Member Gentile was generous in

         23  his praise of all the other people who are so

         24  important to the Bayridge rezoning, but he, too,

         25  deserves the praise of everyone here for what he
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          2  achieved. And I want to say, I know everyone in the

          3  Brooklyn Delegation believes this, that this

          4  rezoning, as part of a larger effort around our

          5  borough, to make sure we're preserving our

          6  neighborhoods in the face of unprecedented

          7  development. This rezoning sends a very positive

          8  message Citywide, in fact. And something everyone

          9  should realize is, and I heard a number of the folks

         10  involved talk about this earlier, that this is

         11  really one of the best examples of a difficult, and

         12  in many ways a potentially divisive issue being

         13  resolved very positively through a wonderful process

         14  in the community, a very democratic process, and

         15  reaching a true consensus and that's also a tribute

         16  to Council Member Gentile that he helped to guide

         17  that process to a positive conclusion.

         18                 So, I commend him and I urge everyone

         19  to support Bayridge rezoning.

         20                 Thank you.

         21                 DEPUTY MAJORITY LEADER PERKINS:

         22  Council Member Koppell.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Thank you

         24  very much, Mr. President Pro-Tempor.

         25                 It is indeed --
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          2                 DEPUTY MAJORITY LEADER PERKINS: Is

          3  your mike on, Councilman?

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Yes.

          5                 DEPUTY MAJORITY LEADER PERKINS: Is

          6  your mike on?

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: It is indeed

          8  an occasion for celebration and congratulations for

          9  all of us involved in the restoration of $1.3

         10  billion for school construction in the budget.

         11                 However, everyone should be aware

         12  that this amendment contemplates that that $1.3

         13  billion will be coming in capital funds from the

         14  State of New York. And just as that $1.3 billion is

         15  not in this year's budget, the negotiations

         16  currently ongoing in Albany do not indicate that

         17  most of the 1.3 billion scheduled, plus the 500

         18  million that's supposed to come next year because it

         19  didn't come this year, that that's really not in the

         20  contemplation of either the Governor nor the

         21  Legislature. And if we don't get that money, we're

         22  going to be faced next year with the same dilemma

         23  and we will have less resources to meet it.

         24                 So, we have to do everything we can

         25  to convince the Governor and the Legislature to come
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          2  through with what is not only due to New York City,

          3  but Court mandated to come to New York City.

          4                 And it means $1.8 billion in next

          5  year's state budget and there's no sign that that's

          6  coming.

          7                 Let me also say before I sit down,

          8  that I'm delighted to support the rezoning of

          9  Bayridge.

         10                 As Councilman Gentile knows, Bayridge

         11  is the area where my wife, Lorraine Coil, grew up

         12  and spent her childhood, and I know what a unique

         13  and wonderful community that is. And we face the

         14  same development pressures in my district where my

         15  wife and I now live and we've also had a rezoning,

         16  and I know it's not easy.

         17                 Congratulations to you and the

         18  members of your community for doing something very

         19  important for Brooklyn.

         20                 DEPUTY MAJORITY LEADER PERKINS:

         21  Council Member Dilan.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: Thank you, Mr.

         23  President Pro-Tem for the opportunity to speak on

         24  the $1.3 billion restoration of the Education

         25  capital budget.
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          2                 Council Member Koppell so eloquently

          3  stole my thunder, but it's a point that needs to be

          4  reiterated. Reiterated to the point that, yes, the

          5  Speaker was absolutely correct saying that the City

          6  should take the steps to put the money into my

          7  district, it means upwards of $30 million in capital

          8  projects that will be restored as of this action,

          9  and I think we should all be a little bit proud of

         10  that. That should be tempered.

         11                 The Mayor wasn't absolutely wrong in

         12  saying no we shouldn't do this, because ultimately

         13  the State has to step up to the plate, or at some

         14  point we will have a shortfall and projects will be

         15  cut.

         16                 So, I agree with the Speaker. I also

         17  agree with the Mayor to some degree, but the

         18  ultimate correct thing to do is to make sure that

         19  the projects in the early years go forward, and we

         20  really need the State Government starting with the

         21  Governor and Senate Republicans to really take this

         22  measure on and stop leaving this measure to the

         23  courts to deal with.

         24                 Every day we delay solid basic

         25  education, children are forced to deal with less
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          2  than adequate learning environments, and it's

          3  something that we shouldn't accept here in the City

          4  government, and it's a responsibility that the State

          5  government cannot continue to abdicate.

          6                 President Pro-Tem, I thank you for

          7  your time.

          8                 DEPUTY MAJORITY LEADER PERKINS: Thank

          9  you.

         10                 Councilwoman Melinda Katz.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Thank you,

         12  Councilman Perkins. It's easier.

         13                 I wanted to touch on two topics.

         14  Number one, the Bayridge rezoning. And Councilman

         15  Gentile did come to the Committee and talk about the

         16  rezoning. He said I'd like this done within a year

         17  or two. And I told him things just don't happen that

         18  way. And here we are really two years later with the

         19  help of the community who was relentless in making

         20  sure that this rezoning came to pass very quickly.

         21                 Here we are very swiftly almost two

         22  years later, and we're ready to pass this into law.

         23  And truly, Councilman Gentile just was amazing in

         24  making sure that it came to the Committee, the

         25  Subcommittee, and on the Committee and on the floor
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          2  today.

          3                 And if you notice in the Daily News

          4  yesterday -- today, if anyone ever dismisses what

          5  this New York City Council is able to do, in the

          6  Daily News today it says how developers all over his

          7  district in Bayridge are working like crazy to lay a

          8  foundation so that they will be grandfathered, so

          9  they don't have to abide by the new rezoning that

         10  we're going to do today. And it truly is only 'cause

         11  of this Council that we're able to bring it today

         12  and make sure that those foundations are not laid.

         13  And he deserves a lot of credit for making sure it

         14  comes to us. And I thank him for all the hard work,

         15  and, of course, the Land Use Committee.

         16                 As well on the agenda today is the

         17  MTA extension to the New York Bus Line.

         18                 As many of you have read for the last

         19  few months, we gave an extension to the Mayor's

         20  Office to be able to continue to negotiate the MTA

         21  takeover of the bus lines.

         22                 New York bus line is not finished.

         23  The extension was only til March 26th. The Mayor has

         24  come to us and asked us to do the extension until

         25  September. I just wanted the body to know we did not
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          2  get that until yesterday, and today the Land Use

          3  Committee met and voted it out.

          4                 We just clearly want to send a

          5  message to the Mayor and Administration that these

          6  negotiations need to be completed. Our constituents,

          7  every time they get on the bus, know that that bus

          8  might break down, there might not be one taking its

          9  place, the buses are not able to be fixed and the

         10  extensions need to be done, and takeover needs to be

         11  done and in a very timely fashion.

         12                 But I do suggest we vote yes today.

         13                 Thank you, Mr. Chair.

         14                 DEPUTY MAJORITY LEADER PERKINS:

         15  Council Member Domenic Recchia.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Yes, today is

         17  a wonderful day for Bayridge. My wife grew up in

         18  Bayridge and for years I heard complaints about the

         19  development in Bayridge, and I just have to stand

         20  up, first of all, to congratulate Community Board

         21  10, to congratulate it's wonderful City Council

         22  Member Vinnie Gentile, because I spoke to him about

         23  it and he really took the bull by the horns.

         24                 I also want to recognize the district

         25  leaders from the 46th who represent Bayridge. We
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          2  have Ralph Profetto here today, Mark Devitovich, and

          3  Galia Shock, Committeewoman. They're all concerned.

          4  They should all be congratulated for the wonderful

          5  job that they did. And Vinnie Gentile, you should be

          6  commemorated because you are an outstanding Council

          7  member.

          8                 Thank you.

          9                 DEPUTY MAJORITY LEADER PERKINS:

         10  Council Member Sara Gonzalez.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER GONZALEZ: I also would

         12  like to step to the plate to congratulate my

         13  colleague Vinnie Gentile on the rezoning, and also

         14  to the Bayridge community, I want to say

         15  congratulations.

         16                 I am your neighboring Council member,

         17  and that has always been a part of my life, because

         18  I went to school in Fort Hamilton.

         19                 I congratulate the community, but I

         20  also would like today also to congratulate every

         21  leader here today, but I want to bring out my friend

         22  Ted General who is here and I would like to welcome

         23  him to our Chamber today in saying to him, thank you

         24  because you helped to empower my life. Where are

         25  you, Ted?
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          2                 And I want to say you, as a Blue

          3  Jackets General, I remember being a cadet there, and

          4  that's so important for a young person. And so you

          5  see, I, too, am a product of the work you've done.

          6  Congratulations. Thank you.

          7                 DEPUTY MAJORITY LEADER PERKINS:

          8  Council Member Leroy Comrie.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Thank you, Mr.

         10  President Pro-Tem.

         11                 I actually wanted to speak today just

         12  in public about the Intro. 149-A, which is the

         13  extension of benefits -- sorry, wrong one.

         14                 Intro. 578, which is the increased

         15  amount to be expended in the Business Improvement

         16  District and a Special Assessment District, which

         17  includes downtown Jamaica which is within my Council

         18  area, which has not been raised in 12 years, which

         19  will give the Jamaica Business Improvement District

         20  an opportunity to keep the streets clean, and to

         21  maintain the public pride and to increase the

         22  ability for tourism which is coming to Downtown

         23  Jamaica to do shopping from as far away as Canada,

         24  continue to flourish and continue to attract

         25  tourism, continue to allow cultural institutions
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          2  like the Jamaica Center for Arts and Learning to

          3  host events, because they will now have the ability

          4  to maintain their properties in a manner that is

          5  befitting an area that will have high capacity, high

          6  tourism, which has every, 14 major bus lines that

          7  runs through the Jamaica Business Improvement

          8  District.

          9                 I want to also congratulate

         10  Councilman Gentile and Katz for quickly getting the

         11  Bayridge rezoning done, and also Council Member Eric

         12  Gioia on getting, introducing the bill to try and

         13  let people know what they're going to when they

         14  reach the parks in their destination this summer.

         15                 Also, Council Member Helen Foster for

         16  pushing that bill through the Committee in a timely

         17  fashion. And I want to congratulate the President

         18  Pro-tem on his demeanor, and I hope that he let's

         19  everybody goes long today, as he does when he's

         20  sitting down in the audience.

         21                 Thank you.

         22                 DEPUTY MAJORITY LEADER PERKINS:

         23  Council Member Tish James.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: I rise today to

         25  congratulate Councilman Gentile, with regards to the
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          2  rezoning of Bayridge. And to congratulate the

          3  community of Bayridge for preserving their

          4  community.

          5                 I rise today again to talk about the

          6  fact that my community is under attack from

          7  developers, particularly a major development in

          8  Brooklyn, which would involve an 18,000 seat arena

          9  and 17 buildings where we are contributing $100

         10  million, yet we will play no role in a development

         11  of the largest, largest project in the Borough of

         12  Brooklyn, which, too, will impact Bayridge.

         13                 And so to the Community Board 10, I

         14  congratulate you and I urge you to join me in this

         15  struggle to empower this body so that we have some

         16  say over the $100 million that we will be

         17  appropriating in this budget, in regards to this

         18  budget and how it is going to change the landscape

         19  of downtown Brooklyn, change the landscape of

         20  development as far as we know it in this City of New

         21  York, and that you should stand with me and say no

         22  to this project as it currently exists, because the

         23  process is wrong. The process is wrong and we should

         24  be empowered, the local community should be

         25  empowered, Community Board 2 should be empowered and
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          2  the local elected officials who represent Prospect

          3  Heights, Fort Greene and Clinton Hill should be

          4  empowered.

          5                 Councilman Gentile, I stand here

          6  again jealous of you, as I am jealous of all my

          7  other colleagues who are rezoning their district,

          8  but I stand before you without a rezoning project

          9  but facing a major, major, major challenge. Thank

         10  you.

         11                 DEPUTY MAJORITY LEADER PERKINS: Now,

         12  I want to advise my colleagues that you have to

         13  stick with what's on the agenda when you make your

         14  remarks, and transitional moments to other matters

         15  will not be tolerated.

         16                 Thank you.

         17                 Council Member James Oddo.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: I'm glad you

         19  said that after she was done and right before I was

         20  about to start.

         21                 This bipartisanship in this place is

         22  wonderful.

         23                 I just wanted to say that I don't

         24  know if there are any members in this body that

         25  appreciate the importance of downzoning and rezoning
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          2  more than the Staten Island Delegation, so we know

          3  how important and how wonderful this is for the

          4  Bayridge community, and collectively we want to

          5  applaud everyone involved in the community and

          6  agencies, but most importantly, the Council member

          7  Vinnie Gentile from that area, who fought for this.

          8  We really know what it means.

          9                 And we're proud of the fact that the

         10  growth management template that City Planning is

         11  using, started on Staten Island is now moving to

         12  other boroughs and Throggsneck.

         13                 But I just want to make a point that

         14  Council Member Katz addressed, what we call on

         15  Staten Island "beat the clock," and now the cement

         16  trucks are racing up and down the streets in

         17  Bayridge pouring foundations to be grandfathered in.

         18  That situation cries out for Council action and

         19  there are two bills, one from Council Member Lanza,

         20  one from Council Member Avella. I would simply ask

         21  the leadership of this wonderful institution just to

         22  see what's going on in Bayridge right now and

         23  knowing that we have to stop that in other

         24  communities.

         25                 But again, congratulations, Vinne and
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          2  the community, well done.

          3                 DEPUTY MAJORITY LEADER PERKINS:

          4  Council Member John Liu.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Thank you, Mr.

          6  President Pro-Tem.

          7                 I just wanted to take a moment to

          8  apprise our colleagues here that concerning the New

          9  York Bus takeover by the MTA, Council Member Katz

         10  already spoke about it.

         11                 Yesterday afternoon, at the same time

         12  that this Council received a request to have another

         13  six-month extension on the deadline for the MTA

         14  takeover of New York Bus Company, the news release

         15  was sent out from the other side of City Hall

         16  touting that the MTA takeover was going to be

         17  completed on time, in time for the March 26th, which

         18  is today, the March 26th deadline.

         19                 And no amount of spinning from the

         20  other side of City Hall can make up for the serious

         21  deterioration of bus service as provided by these

         22  franchise lines that the City has been responsible

         23  for.

         24                 What was actually announced was not a

         25  takeover of the MTA -- by the MTA of New York Bus
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          2  yesterday, but rather an agreement in principle.

          3                 And I think that's fine to have an

          4  agreement in principle. We should actually have had

          5  it a long time ago. It's fine for us to today extend

          6  the deadline once again by six months in order to

          7  prevent a disruption of bus service. But the main

          8  thing that we're worried about now is that the big

          9  tomale, the four companies remaining to be taken

         10  over by the MTA, which make up 65 to 70 percent of

         11  all private bus riders, that deadline is coming up

         12  on April 30th, and I sincerely hope that the Mayor

         13  has already had an agreement in principle in place

         14  by now, so that come April 30th we can celebrate the

         15  improvement of service for those bus riders, given

         16  the MTA has taken it over by that time, rather than

         17  once gain having to pass yet another extension, and

         18  hearing only an agreement in principle at that time.

         19                 Thank you.

         20                 DEPUTY MAJORITY LEADER PERKINS:

         21  Council Member Alan Gerson.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Thank you very

         23  much, Mr. President Pro-Tem. I must say you look

         24  good up there.

         25                 Mr. President, I guess that's a
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          2  transitional comment, though.

          3                 I just want to, first of all,

          4  congratulate my colleague, Council Member Gentile.

          5  As I fully support the Bayridge rezoning, I do so

          6  from the perspective as one who represents a

          7  district which includes the highest of highrise

          8  areas in our City; however, I recognize that what

          9  makes our City great and special and a wonderful

         10  place it is, is the diversity and the unique

         11  characteristics of each of our communities,

         12  including our low-rise residential communities, I,

         13  while born and raised in Manhattan, I have many fond

         14  memories of Bayridge. I certainly recognize the

         15  majesty of the character of that community, and I

         16  congratulate the community and its representative in

         17  taking the necessary steps to preserve its special

         18  features. That benefits not only Bayridge but

         19  benefits our entire City, being our City's diverse

         20  character intact.

         21                 So, I congratulate you and I announce

         22  my support for the rezoning.

         23                 I also want to thank my colleague

         24  Peter Vallone for his work on protection against the

         25  proliferation undue of cell phone antennas.
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          2                 We have, in my district, someone

          3  recovering from major heart surgery, wind up with

          4  one of these antennas directly outside of his

          5  apartment window, without any advance notice,

          6  without any consultation, without any information.

          7                 This bill is needed and necessary.

          8                 And finally, the bill voted out by

          9  the Parks Committee on which I sit, but was unable

         10  to attend this morning, to provide important

         11  information to all New Yorkers, is a step forward to

         12  assuring New Yorkers have access to public

         13  information. I support that as well.

         14                 Finally, Mr. Chair, due to a personal

         15  situation, I request permission to vote aye on all

         16  Land Use Call-Ups voted previously, and to vote yes

         17  on all coupled proposals to be voted on imminently.

         18                 DEPUTY MAJORITY LEADER PERKINS: So

         19  ordered.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Thank you very

         21  much.

         22                 DEPUTY MAJORITY LEADER PERKINS:

         23  Council Member James Sanders.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Thank you,

         25  Mr. President Pro-Tem. You do look good up there.
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          2                 I do want to ask for permission to

          3  vote on all Land Use Call-Ups that would happen

          4  previous, but I also want to speak in terms of the

          5  other communities of New York.

          6                 I commend Councilman Gentile, and the

          7  good people of his community for doing this. But I

          8  call upon the Mayor to do something instead of this

          9  piecemeal development that we're having. This

         10  development, good for one area and not good for

         11  another area, which like squeezing a balloon, you

         12  squeeze it here and they run to the other parts. We

         13  need a policy for the City. It is not right that the

         14  Council and the people of these communities are left

         15  to their own devices, having to come up with their

         16  own zoning when we have a City Department that is

         17  supposed to do zoning for the City.

         18                 So, I urge the Mayor to come up with

         19  a policy for the City as a whole, or else all we're

         20  doing is just closing one door and opening up ten

         21  other doors for these scrupulous -- unscrupulous

         22  developers.

         23                 I also again request permission to

         24  vote on the previous Land Use, to vote aye on the

         25  previous Land Use Call-Ups.
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          2                 DEPUTY MAJORITY LEADER PERKINS: So

          3  granted.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Thank you,

          5  sir.

          6                 DEPUTY MAJORITY LEADER PERKINS:

          7  Council Member Larry Seabrook.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Thank you

          9  very much, Mr. President Pro-Tem and Speaker and

         10  Borough President.

         11                 Anyway --

         12                 DEPUTY MAJORITY LEADER PERKINS: Speak

         13  up, please.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: I'd just

         15  like to have permission to vote for all of the Land

         16  Use Call-Ups and certainly be marked present, if

         17  possible.

         18                 Thank you very much.

         19                 DEPUTY MAJORITY LEADER PERKINS: So

         20  granted.

         21                 Report on Special Committees.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: None.

         23                 DEPUTY MAJORITY LEADER PERKINS:

         24  Report on Standing Committees.

         25                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Coupled on
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          2  General Order Calendar.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Report on the

          4  Committee on Finance.

          5                 Intro. 578.

          6                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Coupled on

          7  the General Order Calendar.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Preconsidered

          9  446 and companion Reso 893.

         10                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Coupled on

         11  the General Order Calendar.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Preconsidered M

         13  447 and companion Reso 894.

         14                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Coupled on

         15  the General Order Calendar.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Preconsidered M

         17  448 and companion Reso 895.

         18                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Coupled on

         19  the General Order Calendar.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Preconsidered M

         21  449 and companion Reso 896.

         22                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Coupled on

         23  the General Order Calendar.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Preconsidered M

         25  455 and companion Reso 897.
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          2                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Coupled on

          3  the General Order Calendar.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Preconsidered M

          5  456 and companion Reso 898.

          6                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Coupled on

          7  the General Order Calendar.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports on the

          9  Committee on Housing and Buildings.

         10                 Intro 149-A.

         11                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Amended and

         12  coupled on general order.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports of the

         14  Committee on Land Use.

         15                 Intro. 423-A.

         16                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Amended and

         17  laid over.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Preconsidered

         19  Intro. 606.

         20                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Coupled on

         21  the General Order with a message of necessity.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Resolution 519.

         23                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Coupled on

         24  the General Order Calendar.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 322 and
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          2  companion Reso 899.

          3                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Coupled on

          4  the General Order Calendar.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 349 and

          6  companion Reso 900.

          7                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Coupled on

          8  the General Order Calendar.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 350 and

         10  companion Reso 901.

         11                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Coupled on

         12  the General Order Calendar.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 385 and

         14  companion Reso 902.

         15                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Coupled on

         16  the General Order Calendar.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 393 and

         18  companion Reso 903.

         19                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Coupled on

         20  the General Order Calendar.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 403 and

         22  companion Reso 904.

         23                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Coupled on

         24  the General Order Calendar.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 404 and
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          2  companion Reso 905.

          3                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Coupled on

          4  the General Order Calendar.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 407 and

          6  companion Reso 906.

          7                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Coupled to be

          8  filed, pursuant to letter of withdrawal.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 417 and

         10  companion Reso 907.

         11                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Coupled on

         12  the General Order Calendar.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 418 and

         14  companion Reso 908.

         15                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Coupled on

         16  the General Order Calendar.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports of the

         18  Committee on Parks and Recreation.

         19                 Intro. 462-A.

         20                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Coupled on

         21  the General Order Calendar.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports of the

         23  Committee on Rules, Privileges and Elections.

         24                 M 442 and companion Reso 909.

         25                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Coupled on
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          2  the General Order Calendar.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 443 and

          4  companion Reso 910.

          5                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Coupled on

          6  the General Order Calendar.

          7                 DEPUTY MAJORITY LEADER PERKINS:

          8  General Order Calendar.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Intro. 127-A.

         10                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Referred to

         11  the Committee on Health.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Resolution

         13  appointing various persons Commissioner of Deeds.

         14                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Coupled on

         15  the General Order Calendar.

         16                 I ask the clerk to call the roll on

         17  all items coupled on the General Order Calendar.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Addabbo.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Aye.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Arroyo.

         21                 (No response.)

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Avella.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Aye.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Baez.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ: Aye.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Barron.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Aye.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Boyland.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: Aye.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Brewer.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: May I be

          8  excused to explain my vote?

          9                 May I be excused to explain my vote?

         10                 DEPUTY MAJORITY LEADER PERKINS: So

         11  ordered.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Thank you.

         13                 I am voting aye on all except 149-A,

         14  which is the issue, very thoughtfully pulled

         15  together by Council Member Vallone on the cell phone

         16  towers, and I will indicate that while I know that

         17  cell phone towers could really pose a health risk,

         18  it's not clear, and I definitely have always

         19  supported the information, public information --

         20                 DEPUTY MAJORITY LEADER PERKINS:

         21  Excuse me, Council Member Brewer.

         22                 Council Member Brewer, may I

         23  interrupt for a second?

         24                 Colleagues, please pay respect to

         25  your colleague who is speaking at the moment.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Thank you.

          3                 I am indicating that while I

          4  understand the need for health statistics and towers

          5  to be public, public information in government is

          6  always a good thing.

          7                 I just mention that while we're doing

          8  this and listing them, we also, as a Chair of the

          9  Technology Committee, and somebody who is working

         10  hard to close the digital divide gap, I point out

         11  that in places like Philadelphia, there will be a

         12  wireless antenna on pole tops across the City. We

         13  have done that here, but it is a way that we can cut

         14  the digital divide.

         15                 And, so, I'm here to say that

         16  although I completely understand public information,

         17  I don't want to negate the fact or pull the rug from

         18  under those who are trying to think of a way to

         19  strengthen wireless technology, which is one of the

         20  least expensive ways to cut the digital divide.

         21                 Thank you very much. So, I abstain.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Clarke.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Aye on all.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Comrie.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Permission to
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          2  explain my vote?

          3                 DEPUTY MAJORITY LEADER PERKINS:

          4  Permission granted.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: I'd like

          6  permission to vote on all Land Use Call-Ups, and I'd

          7  also like to abstain on Intro. 49-A for reasons

          8  Council Member Brewer stated.

          9                 I'd also like to congratulate the two

         10  people that are being appointed to the Conflicts of

         11  Interest Board, Angela, Mariana Ferrer, and Mr.

         12  Andrew Irving, who Mrs. Ferrer is being reappointed

         13  to the Conflicts of Interest Board to serve with --

         14  has an excellent record of service, has showed

         15  vision and clarity and independence and is looking

         16  to seek to create even more independence for the

         17  Conflicts of Interest Board which needs to be a more

         18  independent and autonomous board.

         19                 And also to Mr. Andrew Irving, who is

         20  serving as a member of the Conflicts of Interest

         21  Board. I wish them well. I hope that the spirit of

         22  independence always remains high in their focus, in

         23  their vision, as they look to protect the interests

         24  of the City, and I vote aye on all other matters.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: DeBlasio.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEBLASIO: Aye on all.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Dilan.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: Aye on all.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Felder.

          6                 (No response.)

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Fidler.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Mr. President

          9  Pro-Tem, may I be briefly excused to explain my

         10  vote?

         11                 DEPUTY MAJORITY LEADER PERKINS: Yes,

         12  you may.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Thank you,

         14  sir.

         15                 This is my cell phone. I've grown

         16  very, very attached to it. I'm so attached to it, in

         17  fact, that during Council meetings, I have to put my

         18  arm on vibrate. But, you know, the fact of the

         19  matter is that even though we're dependent upon

         20  them, we don't know, we really don't know what

         21  health risks the towers, the microwave towers, have

         22  on our constituents.

         23                 And I want to commend Council Member

         24  Vallone for the leadership he has shown on this

         25  issue, because if we should find out some day that
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          2  these towers are dangerous, the least we should know

          3  is where we've permitted them and in what

          4  concentration.

          5                 I also want to express, on behalf of

          6  very jealous Community Boards 15 and 18, both of

          7  which have been promised much needed downzonings, to

          8  Councilman Gentile in Bayridge, we hope that your

          9  good fortune comes to us. We want to commend

         10  Councilman Gentile for his good work there. And I

         11  vote aye on all.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Foster.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Aye on all.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gallagher.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Aye on all.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gennaro.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Aye.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gentile.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: If I may be

         20  excused to explain my vote?

         21                 DEPUTY MAJORITY LEADER PERKINS:

         22  Permission granted.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: Thank you,

         24  Mr. President Pro-Tem.

         25                 Just as we see happening in Staten
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          2  Island, preserving neighborhoods scale and character

          3  preserves property values. That is what this plan

          4  does for Bayridge, this zoning plan. It prevents

          5  beautiful homes that are aesthetic treasures, with

          6  historic detail, from being torn down and replaced

          7  by ten, 12 or 15 condo units that have been called

          8  "Fedders Houses" in Bayridge. Indeed those houses,

          9  those condos have been called Fedders because the

         10  most distinctive architectural aspect of those homes

         11  are the Fedders' air conditioners sticking out in

         12  the front of the buildings.

         13                 This plan will prevent this from

         14  happening in the future.

         15                 It is a plan that has the community's

         16  support. Government has the right and the obligation

         17  for the greater good for those who live in our

         18  neighborhoods to preserve the bucolic character of

         19  the neighborhood and the beauty of the homes and

         20  preserving realistic property values.

         21                 Mr. Chairman, the zoning plan will

         22  become historic in Bayridge. I thank this Council

         23  for their support, and I vote aye on all.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gioia.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: I'd like to
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          2  vote yes on all Land Use Call-Ups.

          3                 I'd also like to congratulate my

          4  colleague Vinnie Gentile, the successful rezoning

          5  today, and I vote yes on all.

          6                 Thank you, Mr. President Pro-Tem.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gonzalez.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER GONZALEZ: Aye on all.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jackson.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: May I be

         11  excused to explain my vote?

         12                 DEPUTY MAJORITY LEADER PERKINS: Yes,

         13  you may.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Thank you.

         15                 My colleagues, good afternoon. I'm

         16  very, very happy to be here this afternoon to vote

         17  on this, all of the items in front of us, especially

         18  because the $1.3 billion were put back into the

         19  five-year Department of Education construction

         20  budget.

         21                 As you know, the $1.3 billion was

         22  going to have a devastating impact on our community

         23  of all of the schools. And no district would have

         24  gone without harm being done.

         25                 So, I want to congratulate all of you
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          2  for being involved in making a change in this budget

          3  modification, and I'm happy that the Mayor also saw

          4  the light, like we did, and agreed to this 1.3

          5  billion dollar budget modification.

          6                 But you know one thing? That's only

          7  for this year. We have to worry about the outyears,

          8  and we have to make sure all of the money, $14.8

          9  billion that was ordered by Justice Leland DeGrasse,

         10  comes down to New York City.

         11                 So, while we can congratulate

         12  ourselves and the Mayor, we have a lot of work to

         13  do.

         14                 And, so, I ask all of you to stay on

         15  point and don't give up, because our children, 1.1

         16  million, are going to be looking towards us as

         17  leaders in the City of New York to carry their water

         18  for them.

         19                 So, I look forward to working with

         20  you, and everyone else who is interested in

         21  providing our children with an opportunity for a

         22  sound, basic education, to ensure that the $13.1

         23  billion capital plan, is implemented over the next

         24  four years.

         25                 Thank you. And I vote aye on all.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: James.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: Speaker

          4  Pro-Tem, may I be excused to explain my vote?

          5                 DEPUTY MAJORITY LEADER PERKINS: Yes,

          6  you may.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: I rise to

          8  congratulate Councilman Vallone on the passage of

          9  149-A, which would, again, just disclose antenna

         10  cells on the top of buildings, particularly in the

         11  Brownstone belt in which I represent.

         12                 There's been a proliferation of cell

         13  towers on a number of brownstones in downtown

         14  Brooklyn, and for me it's a health issue, and so

         15  this is just a basic disclosure issue, and I wish we

         16  could go far, but I recognize that we are -- Speaker

         17  Pro-Tem, may I get some order, please.

         18                 DEPUTY MAJORITY LEADER PERKINS: I'm

         19  going to ask one last time that we have some order,

         20  otherwise we're going to have to ask the

         21  Sergeant-At-Arms to take further action.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: Thank you. And

         23  if you could roll back the clock for a couple of

         24  seconds.

         25                 So, again, congratulations to Speaker
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          2  Vallone.

          3                 And also, again, I want to

          4  congratulate Councilman Gentile. Again, this is an

          5  issue of great concern for residents in Downtown

          6  Brooklyn throughout the Borough of Brooklyn. All of

          7  this downzoning, to preserve the character and the

          8  diversity of Brooklyn. It's really important that,

          9  again, we empower this body. We're giving $100

         10  million of tax dollars to this project in Downtown

         11  Brooklyn, yet the citizens of Prospect Heights and

         12  Fort Greene and Clinton Hill and their elected

         13  officials will have no voice in the biggest

         14  development in the Borough of Brooklyn.

         15                 Lastly, let me congratulate

         16  Councilman Jackson, our speaker, and this body, for

         17  standing up against the Mayor who buckled, buckled

         18  under the pressure to restore $1.3 billion in funds

         19  for our children.

         20                 And if we stand together, they can

         21  get another $100 million, which should go for

         22  schools and not for an arena for private development

         23  for mega development to enrich themselves.

         24                 Again, I urge all of my colleagues to

         25  stand with me to empower this body so that we can
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          2  have some say with regards to development in

          3  Downtown Brooklyn. Thank you very much.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Moskowitz.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER MOSKOWITZ: Thank you.

          6                 I vote aye on all, including the Land

          7  Use Call-Ups. Thank you.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jennings.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER JENNINGS: Aye on all.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Katz.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Aye on all.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Koppell.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Aye on all.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lanza.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER LANZA: Aye.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Liu.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Mr. President

         18  Pro-Tem, I request unanimous consent to vote aye on

         19  all Land Use Call-Ups.

         20                 DEPUTY MAJORITY LEADER PERKINS:

         21  Granted.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: And I vote yes on

         23  all general order items.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lopez.

         25                 (No response.)
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Martinez.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Aye on all.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: McMahon.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Mr. Speaker

          6  Pro-Tem, I request leave to briefly explain my vote.

          7                 DEPUTY MAJORITY LEADER PERKINS: You

          8  may leave.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: I just wanted

         10  to, before I vote, I think although this is sort of

         11  a quiet day here in the Chamber, we are really doing

         12  some incredibly great and profound things, and I

         13  don't think that should be lost. And I think that we

         14  need to congratulate the Speaker and Council Member

         15  Jackson, and all of those who work on our Finance

         16  staff, and those who work in the Speaker's office,

         17  and the accomplishments that we have in passing the

         18  amendment to the capital budget for schools.

         19                 Adding $1.3 billion to school capital

         20  construction I think is something that the people of

         21  the City of New York never expected to happen, and

         22  is certainly an action that has also come from the

         23  Mayor's side and we need to congratulate him and his

         24  staff as well.

         25                 I also want to congratulate Peter
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          2  Vallone and the great work that the people of Queens

          3  have done in leading us in this battle against these

          4  cell towers. We may find out one day that it's

          5  unhealthy, certainly is unsightly. Putting those in

          6  catalogs and knowing where they're going is

          7  certainly something that makes sense.

          8                 And lastly, I want to congratulate

          9  Council Member Gentile. I can't hear myself Speaker,

         10  Mr. President.

         11                 DEPUTY MAJORITY LEADER PERKINS: Thank

         12  you.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Was that a

         14  threat with the Sergeant-At-Arms, or have we reached

         15  that point yet? I'm losing my time.

         16                 Just to friends from Bayridge, I want

         17  to remember everyone, that it's not too long ago,

         18  and in fact, we in the souther-most part of New York

         19  City and Staten Island, when we try to secede, and

         20  it's not something that we've given up on, the only

         21  neighborhood that we invited to come with us was the

         22  community of Bayridge.

         23                 And we are quite happy, we are quite

         24  happy that they have taken the lead of Staten Island

         25  and with the hard work of Council Member Gentile and
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          2  with the hard work of the community activists, they

          3  are leaving a great legacy for their children and

          4  grandchildren, and all those who will come to live

          5  in Bayridge in the future, and we all congratulate

          6  them and all those who worked so hard on that, and I

          7  proudly vote aye on all.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lopez.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: Aye on all.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Monserrate.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Aye on

         12  all.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Palma.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER PALMA: Aye on all.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Perkins.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Aye on all.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Quinn.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: Aye on all.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Recchia.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Aye on all.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reed.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: Aye.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reyna.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: Aye.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sanders.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Aye on all,

          3  except for Intro. 149-A, I abstain. I need more

          4  information on this issue.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Seabrook.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Aye on all.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sears.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: May I have

          9  permission to explain my vote, please?

         10                 Mr. Public Advocate, may I have

         11  permission to explain my vote?

         12                 DEPUTY MAJORITY LEADER PERKINS: Yes,

         13  you do.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Thank you.

         15  Thank you.

         16                 I just wanted to say a few words on

         17  149-A, because I can personally express the

         18  significance of Councilman Vallone's proposal today.

         19                 I have a building in Queens that's

         20  working with Nextel, and in order to fix the repairs

         21  on that roof, they can only do it at eight-minute

         22  intervals because of those cells.

         23                 Now, when we say that we don't know

         24  just want the dangers are, I think you have to

         25  remember that to repair anything, and can only do it

                                                            91

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  at eight-minute intervals, within a two-hour period,

          3  that is suggesting that something is terribly wrong.

          4                 So, I think all of us in this room

          5  should be supporting that so that we can proceed and

          6  find out exactly what the hazards are.

          7                 I vote all, yes on all.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Stewart.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Yes on all.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vallone.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: I would like

         12  to thank my colleagues for their words of support,

         13  and proudly vote aye on all.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vann.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Aye on all.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Weprin.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Aye on all.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Yassky.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Request

         20  permission to explain my vote?

         21                 DEPUTY MAJORITY LEADER PERKINS:

         22  Permission granted.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Yes, I vote

         24  aye on all matters, but I vote aye somewhat

         25  reluctantly on the City Council budget, because it

                                                            92

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  continues our practice of allocating one single lump

          3  sum for all operations of the Council, rather than

          4  allocating discrete amounts for each of the

          5  committees.

          6                 And as we continue our discussions

          7  about changing some of the rules and procedures of

          8  the Council next year, one thing you know I

          9  certainly believe is that we have to empower

         10  committees to act more independently and part of

         11  that means having an independent budget.

         12                 So, it is my hope that in next year's

         13  budget we will treat that differently.

         14                 I vote aye on all. Thank you.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Oddo.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: May I be

         17  temporarily excused to explain my vote?

         18                 I vote yes on all. And I would just

         19  like to say that I find it amazing that Martha

         20  Stewart gets sent to jail and comes back out of jail

         21  and it's all we can read about in the newspapers and

         22  see on television, yet today we're giving the

         23  students of New York City public schools $1.3

         24  billion in help, and we get barely a blip of

         25  interest from our friends in the media. It makes you
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          2  wonder.

          3                 Aye on all. And I'd like to say in

          4  closing, ladies and gentlemen, the Law and Order

          5  candidate, Bill Perkins.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Rivera.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA:  Thank you

          8  very much, Mr. President Pro-Tem.

          9                 I also want to vote aye on all with

         10  the exception of Intro. 149-A, and I abstain on that

         11  one. Thank you.

         12                 DEPUTY MAJORITY LEADER PERKINS: While

         13  we're waiting for the vote, I'd like to acknowledge

         14  Council Member Larry Seabrook who will introduce us

         15  to a special guest who is with us today.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Thank you

         17  very much, Speaker Pro-Tem.

         18                 I'd like to introduce a distinguished

         19  member and the Chair of the Appropriations Committee

         20  from the State of Illinois, the Senator, Senator Don

         21  Trotta, who is visiting with us today, the Chair of

         22  Appropriations, from the great State of Illinois.

         23                 Let's give him a warm and cordial

         24  welcome.

         25                 DEPUTY MAJORITY LEADER PERKINS:
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          2  Welcome. Welcome.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Thank you

          4  very much.

          5                 DEPUTY MAJORITY LEADER PERKINS: Thank

          6  you, sir.

          7                 All items on today's General Order

          8  Calendar were adopted by a vote of 49 affirmative,

          9  zero negative and zero abstentions. Intro. 149-A,

         10  which was adopted by a vote of 45 affirmative, four

         11  negative, and the revised Land Use Call-Ups -- and

         12  zero negatives, four abstentions -- on, it's the

         13  other way around. Zero negatives, four abstentions.

         14  Let me redo that.

         15                 Intro. 149-A was adopted 45

         16  affirmative, zero negative, and four abstentions.

         17                 The revise Land Use Call-Ups were

         18  adopted by a vote of 49 affirmative, zero negative.

         19                 Introduction and Reading of Bills.

         20                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: All items are

         21  referred to the Committee as indicated on the

         22  schedule.

         23                 DEPUTY MAJORITY LEADER PERKINS:

         24  Discussion of Resolutions.

         25                 Seeing no one, we'll go on to the
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          2  vote.

          3                 Resolution 856-A. An amendment

          4  resolution. Mourning the death and celebrating the

          5  life of Peter Zvi Malkin, the man who captured

          6  Adolph Eichman.

          7                 All in favor?

          8                 All opposed?

          9                 Abstentions?

         10                 It's adopted unanimously.

         11                 General Discussion.

         12                 Begins with Council Member Jim

         13  Gennaro.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Thank you,

         15  Mr. President Pro -- thank you, Mr. President.

         16                 I just want to call my colleagues'

         17  attention --

         18                 DEPUTY MAJORITY LEADER PERKINS: One

         19  moment, please, because there's a lot of commotion.

         20  Folks are leaving.

         21                 I would ask that those in the back at

         22  the door move more expeditiously.

         23                 Sergeant-Of-Arms, help them through

         24  the door, please. Don't rush them, though, help

         25  them.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Thank you,

          3  Mr. President. Thank you.

          4                 DEPUTY MAJORITY LEADER PERKINS:

          5  Please continue.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Thank you.

          7                 I just wanted to call my colleagues'

          8  attention to Intro. 603 that's being put forward

          9  today by myself and Council Member Vallone that has

         10  to do with watermain breaks and figuring out a way

         11  to make the City's residents whole once again after

         12  such a terrible event. And we propose that if it's

         13  part of the City's watermain, a system that does

         14  break and flood homes, that the City make steps to

         15  make these local residents whole once again

         16  financially and then use its own legal resources to

         17  sort of sort out the details and go after the

         18  parties that would be responsible.

         19                 It certainly would have helped the

         20  issue in Peter's district. We had another watermain

         21  break the other day in the Rockaways. We think it's

         22  important to do this.

         23                 Also, at the last Stated Meeting we

         24  passed a resolution calling upon the Governor and

         25  the State Legislature to finally get an MOU that
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          2  would release a flood of brownfields throughout the

          3  State, and we were successful in getting that and so

          4  we'd like to think that our Council resolution put

          5  the amount of pressure needed to get that to happen.

          6                 Also, I want to call people's

          7  attention to Intro. 605 that's being put forward by

          8  Council Member Jackson, and Local 32 BJ. I'm sure my

          9  colleague, Council Member Jackson, will speak more

         10  about this, but it's critically important that we

         11  all support this and thank you.

         12                 Thank you, Mr. President.

         13                 DEPUTY MAJORITY LEADER PERKINS:

         14  Council Member Leroy Comrie.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Thank you, Mr.

         16  President Pro-Tem.

         17                 I also want to talk today about

         18  Intro. 605 that's being introduced by Council Member

         19  Jackson, and dealing with the Administrative Code

         20  relating to the area limitations and benefits

         21  pursuing the Section 421-A of the Real Property Tax

         22  Law related to building services.

         23                 Now, the benefits of economic

         24  development must be shared by all New Yorkers.

         25                 This proposal will show that the
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          2  residents of the 421-A tax break in Greenpoint

          3  Williamsburg pay building service workers a

          4  prevailing wage. When developers in New York receive

          5  public money, they should not undermine the

          6  established wage and benefits to the standard

          7  throughout New York City.

          8                 They should also be required to pay

          9  their workers prevailing wages and benefits so that

         10  the City's existing tax base is not undermined.

         11                 This is a program that 32BJ has been

         12  trying to advocate.

         13                 (Outburst from the audience.)

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: I hate to tell

         15  you, but you're out of order.

         16                 This is a program that we've been

         17  trying to advocate to ensure that with all the

         18  upcoming development in the City, that all of the

         19  residential development that's going to be built on

         20  the West Side, they need to include this proposal,

         21  and adopt this proposal, that all residential

         22  development that's going to be built under 421-A or

         23  any other initiative, allow prevailing wages for

         24  building service workers, who maintain and keep the

         25  structure, who protect the security and safety of
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          2  the residents in various buildings.

          3                 I also want to congratulate Council

          4  Member Martinez for putting the resolution together

          5  regarding the federal funding of community services

          6  block grant money. That is a critical issue that is

          7  going to be facing our City. We could lose up to $6

          8  billion in federal funds to our City that could

          9  actually protect and enhance programs that are

         10  critical to minority communities.

         11                 I want to appreciate also -- am I

         12  beyond time?

         13                 DEPUTY MAJORITY LEADER PERKINS: You

         14  are past your time.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: There was a

         16  little clapping that interrupted my time, but I'll

         17  behave.

         18                 Thank you, Mr. President Pro-Tem.

         19                 DEPUTY MAJORITY LEADER PERKINS: Thank

         20  you for your behavior.

         21                 Councilwoman Palma.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER PALMA: Thank you, Mr.

         23  Acting Public Advocate.

         24                 I want to be associated with the

         25  comments of my colleague Leroy Comrie, and urge the
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          2  rest of my colleagues to sign on to Robert Jackson's

          3  Intro. 605 which is local 32BJ's proposal to ensure

          4  the recipients of 421-A tax break in the Greenpoint

          5  Williamsburg, and we'll definitely ensure prevailing

          6  wages for workers all across New York.

          7                 Thank you.

          8                 DEPUTY MAJORITY LEADER PERKINS:

          9  Council Member Jackson.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Thank you.

         11                 Today I'm introducing Legislation

         12  Intro. 605. And 605 would ensure that building

         13  service workers in the Greenpoint Williamsburg

         14  section of Brooklyn receive the prevailing wage and

         15  benefit level of workers in the industry.

         16                 Tying the prevailing wage standards

         17  to benefits under Section 421-A of the real property

         18  tax law ensures that this new development out there

         19  maintains living wages for New Yorkers, the

         20  recipients of public tax breaks must share this

         21  benefit with City residents.

         22                 As representatives of our City, we

         23  must take these opportunities to ensure that workers

         24  in our communities make enough money to give our

         25  families a high quality of life.
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          2                 The Pratt Institute has analyzed the

          3  fiscal impact of this legislation. The impact for

          4  building service workers and the City will be

          5  tremendous and the cost for developers are

          6  negligible, especially considering their 421-A tax

          7  benefits.

          8                 This is a reasonable, cost effective

          9  and important proposal.

         10                 I ask my colleagues to please join me

         11  in showing that the 500 plus new permanent building

         12  service jobs created in Greenpoint Williamsburg will

         13  be good-paying jobs, high quality union jobs for New

         14  Yorkers, and as you know, 32BJ is in the house.

         15                 My colleagues, somebody asked me why

         16  prevailing wage? Why not eight, nine dollars an

         17  hour. And I'll tell you why, eight times 40 equals

         18  $320 a week, equals $16,000 a year. Can you live off

         19  that? I don't think so. Nine dollars an hour equals

         20  $360 a week, and times 52 is $18,720 a year. That's

         21  not enough in New York City.

         22                 DEPUTY MAJORITY LEADER PERKINS:

         23  Council Member Clarke.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Thank you, Mr.

         25  President Pro-Tem.
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          2                 My colleagues, I just want to bring

          3  to your attention that I have two resolutions on

          4  today's calendar. The first one, Reso 887, calls

          5  upon the Food and Drug Administration to prohibit

          6  the sale of the drug Adderall.

          7                 I don't know how many of you are

          8  familiar with this drug, but in Health Canada, the

          9  Canadian Federal Department of Health has suspended

         10  the market authorization of Adderall, due to the

         11  sudden deaths of over 20 users, 14 of which were

         12  children and a dozen recent strokes.

         13                 Adderall is a prescription usually

         14  taken for attention deficit hyperactivity disorder,

         15  and it's taken in this country by over 2 million

         16  children. We need to urge the Food and Drug

         17  Administration to really look into this before we

         18  see these numbers of casualties here in the United

         19  States.

         20                 Secondly, we want to urge the New

         21  York State Department of Correction Services to

         22  adopt the New York City Department of Corrections

         23  model of discharge planning.

         24                 Maybe recently you read in the news

         25  about a gentleman Roy Williams, who was an
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          2  ex-convict who was released from prison and in less

          3  than two weeks was responsible for eight crimes, in

          4  Queens area, including a car jacking, bank robbery,

          5  and unfortunately, a very violent sexual assault.

          6                 Clearly, discharge planning services

          7  may have helped Mr. Williams to cope with the new

          8  changes in his life, we really don't know. But

          9  ultimately, as we know, when people finish doing

         10  their time in State prisons, they're going to be

         11  sent back home. They need to provide discharge

         12  planning, as we have been forward thinking here in

         13  New York City, so that folks can be reintegrated

         14  back into our communities without posing undue

         15  hardship and a threat to our communities and our

         16  families.

         17                 Thank you very much, Mr. President

         18  Pro-Tem.

         19                 DEPUTY MAJORITY LEADER PERKINS: Thank

         20  you. Council Member Miguel Martinez.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Thank you,

         22  Mr. Acting Public Advocate.

         23                 DEPUTY MAJORITY LEADER PERKINS:

         24  You're welcome.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: I want to
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          2  speak on an intro I'm presenting today asking the

          3  support of my colleagues on Intro. 607 and

          4  Resolution 890.

          5                 Intro. 607, as you very well know,

          6  Mr. Chair, deals with the situation of the J-51

          7  benefit that many landlords that own multiple

          8  dwellings, when they do a lead abatement wherever a

          9  child lives that is six years or under, they will

         10  benefit from the J 51.

         11                 However, those empty apartments where

         12  there is lead, usually we find that landlords cannot

         13  benefit from those J 51 benefit, and therefore, we

         14  see that when they do the lead abatement, that that

         15  cost, that expense, is laid over, moved over and put

         16  on the rent that will be charged on that vacant

         17  apartment.

         18                 What we're asking for is that in

         19  order to maintain affordable rent in our community,

         20  whenever we have multiple dwelling, that there is

         21  lead, have this benefit extended to the vacant

         22  apartment and avoid rent increase as a result of the

         23  lead abatement.

         24                 The resolution 890, we're asking that

         25  the president and the federal government maintain
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          2  the funding for the community service block grant.

          3                 This is very important for our

          4  communities. We must ensure that these dollars that

          5  are there to combat poverty remain in our community.

          6  So, I'm asking the support of my colleagues for the

          7  two pieces of legislation, that is Intro. 607 and

          8  Intro. 890, both important for our communities.

          9                 DEPUTY MAJORITY LEADER PERKINS:

         10  Council Member Bill DeBlasio.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER DeBLASIO: Thank you,

         12  Mr. President.

         13                 Two issues I'd like to raise to my

         14  colleagues' attention. First of all, a resolution

         15  being introduced today, 888, it's a very urgent

         16  matter, because unfortunately our Governor has

         17  determined to propose to block grant all the social

         18  service money coming to New York City from the State

         19  of New York, and in the process, his proposal would

         20  literally cut $150 million out of New York City's

         21  social service budget each year.

         22                 We had hearings in General Welfare

         23  Committee last week, and we heard from the relevant

         24  commissioners. One example alone, the Administration

         25  for Children's Services would lose 22,000 child care
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          2  seats each year as a result of this proposed cut by

          3  the Governor.

          4                 So, we have to oppose the Governor's

          5  block granting and asking my colleagues to sign onto

          6  Resolution 888. It's very much an emergency matter

          7  because the Legislature is acting quickly and might

          8  resolve the budget in the coming days. So we really

          9  need as much support as possible quickly.

         10                 And lastly, I just want to agree

         11  vehemently with Council Member Jackson on Intro.

         12  605.

         13                 You know, the public is often asked

         14  to support development in a wide range of ways, we

         15  can at least ensure that people have prevailing wage

         16  to support themselves and their families.

         17                 If we're going to help developers and

         18  neighborhoods, we also have to help the people who

         19  do work once those buildings are built.

         20                 Thank you, Mr. President.

         21                 DEPUTY MAJORITY LEADER PERKINS:

         22  Council Member Joseph Addabbo.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Thank you,

         24  Mr. President Pro-Tem. Good to see you up there.

         25                 Colleagues, I'd like to draw your
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          2  attention to Intro. 601, the Hotel Preservation

          3  Intro.

          4                 Intro. 601 does not look to totally

          5  ban hotel conversions. What it does do is attempt to

          6  examine this issue of saving hotel space, and

          7  possibly limit unjustified conversions.

          8                 Intro. 601 does not look to prohibit

          9  private business from making justified business

         10  decisions, but does attempt to save jobs, quality

         11  full-time jobs. And it looks to save hotel space

         12  that is so critical to our growing tourism industry.

         13                 So, again, I ask my colleagues, if

         14  they have not already signed on, to join the 32

         15  colleagues of ours that have already signed on. I'd

         16  ask them to sign on at this point. Thank you very

         17  much.

         18                 DEPUTY MAJORITY LEADER PERKINS:

         19  Council Member James Sanders.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Thank you,

         21  Mr. President.

         22                 I also want to speak and support

         23  Intro. 605, and point out that while this is good,

         24  it is not enough for our City. We need to do more.

         25  That we are actually doing this in piecemeal also.
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          2  Just as I spoke about zoning being done in

          3  piecemeal. The City has a responsibility to ensure

          4  that economic development benefits the people of New

          5  York. Perhaps it should be on the shoulders of the

          6  EDC, Economic Development Corporation, to come up

          7  with a community benefits agreement, otherwise we

          8  will do this in piecemeal, a piece at a time.

          9                 Some communities will do well, other

         10  communities will do poorly. The developers will

         11  clean up all over.

         12                 The community, the city has an

         13  obligation and should fulfill that obligation. I

         14  wholeheartedly sign onto Intro. 605 and think that

         15  while it's a great step, and I applaud 32 BJ and it

         16  doesn't take anything from them, it should not be on

         17  the shoulders of a worthy organization to look out

         18  for the whole City, and what they're doing is

         19  actually looking out for the whole City and we have

         20  City agencies that should have that responsibility.

         21  But until those agencies fulfill their obligation,

         22  it just shows the continuing need for 32BJ. Thank

         23  you very much, sir.

         24                 DEPUTY MAJORITY LEADER PERKINS:

         25  Councilwoman Tracy Boyland.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: Looking very

          3  good up there, by the way.

          4                 DEPUTY MAJORITY LEADER PERKINS:

          5  You've got three minutes.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: Thank you

          7  very much.

          8                 First of all, I'd like to thank all

          9  of my colleagues for yesterday, the evening was

         10  fantastic, as you nominated wonderful women of

         11  distinction and power to come to City Hall from the

         12  very first to the very last, I think every nominee

         13  was really ecstatic about the fact that they were

         14  here and being honored.

         15                 So, give yourselves a round of

         16  applause.

         17                 And on a different note, and the

         18  Women's Issues Committee, at the next hearing that

         19  we're going to be doing, we're going to be pushing

         20  out a few pieces of legislation that I hope my

         21  colleagues will be signing onto. One being the

         22  Parental Advisory Board For Foster Care Parents.

         23                 We realize that as intelligent and

         24  wise the Administration think they are, the parents

         25  and the grassroots efforts are really the people
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          2  that are being affected by the laws, as well as we

          3  think that they should be sitting on the panels that

          4  actually make the decisions.

          5                 The second piece of legislation or

          6  resolution that we're going to put in is on Domestic

          7  Fatality Review Board.

          8                 This has the same premise as the

          9  Foster Care Parental Advisory Board, which is as we

         10  work with domestic violence victims, we also need to

         11  have victims themselves and advocates sit on the

         12  board to make the decisions.

         13                 So, I hope that my colleagues will

         14  look to this piece of legislation, as well as sign

         15  on as you will be getting correspondence on this.

         16                 Thank you very much, Mr. Borough

         17  President (sic).

         18                 DEPUTY MAJORITY LEADER PERKINS: Thank

         19  you.

         20                 Councilwoman James.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: When the City

         22  confers benefits to developers, it has an obligation

         23  and a duty and an interest to ensure that these

         24  benefits do not undermine the City's existing tax

         25  base.
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          2                 In particular, where areas of the

          3  City may be subject to rapid residential

          4  development, as I am experiencing in my district,

          5  the City has an obligation to do three major tasks.

          6                 One, to create jobs where individuals

          7  are paid prevailing wage. Two, to provide for more

          8  affordable housing, for people who are being

          9  displaced.

         10                 And, three, to provide community

         11  facilities, particularly, but not limited to,

         12  educational facilities. Which is why I stand in

         13  support of Councilman Jackson's Introduction 605 and

         14  ask that all of my colleagues joining me, this bill

         15  will, again, extend prevailing wage to wonderful

         16  workers, a significant number of them, who happen to

         17  live in my district, which include watchmen, guards,

         18  doormens, building cleaners, porters, handymen,

         19  janitors, gardeners, grounds keepers, elevator

         20  operators and starters, and windows cleaners, these

         21  are the people that make the City of New York grow.

         22  These are the people that make New York City better,

         23  and I urge all of them and I gladly join with them

         24  in support of Intro. 605.

         25                 And I also say that we must do more
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          2  not to undermine as we go forward with all this

          3  residential development, that we undermine and

          4  respect local communities, that we work with local

          5  elected officials, and that we do all that we can to

          6  make this City a better place.

          7                 Thank you, and congratulations 32BJ.

          8  Council Member Hiram Monserrate.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Mr. Chair,

         10  thank you very much. I stand in support of Robert

         11  Jackson's introduction, as it relates to ensuring

         12  prevailing wage for developments are benefitting for

         13  the 421-A tax program, and as it relates to

         14  Greenpoint and Williamsburg, we should ensure that

         15  this sets a benchmark, ladies and gentlemen, a

         16  benchmark, for what City government should be

         17  ensuring all over this City.

         18                 Thank you very much.

         19                 DEPUTY MAJORITY LEADER PERKINS:

         20  Councilwoman Helen Foster.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Thank you very

         22  much.

         23                 For those of us who are Christian, we

         24  are entering the most holiest time of the year

         25  starting with Monday, Thursday, Good Friday and
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          2  Ressurection Sunday, and I'd just like to wish

          3  everyone a very safe and blessed Easter and let us

          4  remember those in the world that aren't free to

          5  worship freely.

          6                 Thank you.

          7                 DEPUTY MAJORITY LEADER PERKINS: And

          8  last but not least, yours truly.

          9                 I want to lend my voice of support,

         10  first, to Council Member Jackson's Initiative 605,

         11  calling on the prevailing wages for 421-A sponsored

         12  projects. As one who was the original sponsor of the

         13  Living Wage Bill, I would really prefer that you get

         14  a living wage which is higher than a prevailing

         15  wage, but the least that we can make sure of is that

         16  these workers get what it takes for them to have a

         17  prevailing wage. And any such developments that take

         18  place with this type of tax abatement is required,

         19  should be required, to have that type of condition,

         20  particularly in terms of the Greenpoint Williamsburg

         21  development.

         22                 I also want to lend my voice to the

         23  601 new legislation that relates to hotel

         24  conversion. Jobs are very, very important. Anything

         25  that we can do to guarantee that employment
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          2  opportunities are available, we should be supportive

          3  of.

          4                 Of course, there is also the

          5  important value of preserving our historic buildings

          6  and historic sites, so I lend my support to that

          7  particular piece of legislation as well, and want to

          8  commend 32BJ for their advocacy and presence here

          9  today. With that, this meeting, seeing no one else,

         10  is adjourned. Thank you.

         11                 (Hearing concluded at 3:20 p.m.)
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