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          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2                 SPEAKER MILLER: Council Member

          3  Comrie, I know you have some special guests. I have

          4  a feeling they're seated upstairs.

          5                 So, come on down, special guests. The

          6  Kickers.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: I got two sets

          8  of special guests. Let's have the Kickers Soccer

          9  Team come on down. And I also want to say that the

         10  Jar Rule Life Camp, are they upstairs? Is Life Camp

         11  upstairs? No? Okay.

         12                 Council Member Sanders, all right.

         13                 Yes, can we have the Kickers, the

         14  Soccer League come forward please.

         15                 SPEAKER PRO-TEM COMRIE: All right,

         16  ladies and gentlemen. I would like to get

         17  everybody's attention. The Speaker had to go to a

         18  meeting, so I'm Speaker Pro-Tem at the moment.

         19                 So, the first thing I would like to

         20  announce is that Councilman Sanders is taking over

         21  the Council.

         22                 We've been joined by Council Member

         23  James Sanders. We're here joined by Council Member

         24  Larry Seabrook from the Bronx, Council Member

         25  Charles Barron from Brooklyn.
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          2                 What I'm here today with, a soccer

          3  team, soccer league, that has been dominating the

          4  Long Island Soccer League with their ability, with

          5  their skill, dominating almost every category,

          6  getting championships for the last 30 plus years,

          7  and the Long Island Soccer League encompasses most

          8  of Brooklyn, Queens and Long Island, with over 1,500

          9  teams actually going out from Brooklyn, straight out

         10  to Suffolk County.

         11                 Their leader is Fritz Casimir, and at

         12  this time I'd like to ask the clerk to read the

         13  proclamation.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Council of the City of

         15  New York, Proclamation.

         16                 Whereas: On Wednesday, August 17th,

         17  2005, the Kickers Junior Soccer League of Southeast

         18  Queens is being honored at City Hall for winning

         19  important championship and sportsmanship awards this

         20  year in the Long Island Junior Soccer League and the

         21  Eastern New York Youth Soccer Association; and

         22                 Whereas: Since its founding in 1980,

         23  the Kickers Junior Soccer League, also known as the

         24  Cambria Heights Laurelton Soccer Club, has been an

         25  important recreational and educational resource for
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          2  literally thousands of youth residing in the Borough

          3  of Queens; and

          4                 Whereas: The educational and cultural

          5  experiences of youth participating in the programs

          6  of the Kickers Junior Soccer League have been

          7  enriched through such activities as counseling,

          8  mentoring, leadership training, and SAT preparatory

          9  courses, as well as trips to museums, historical

         10  sites, theatres and concerts; and

         11                 Whereas: The traveling teams of the

         12  Kickers competing in the 1,500 team Long Island

         13  Junior Soccer League have consistently won Division

         14  Championships and Best Sportsmanship Awards since

         15  1984; and

         16                 Whereas: In the Spring of this year,

         17  the fifteen year old traveling team, the Dragons,

         18  and the 19 year old traveling team, the Tigers, won

         19  Division championships; the 11 year old traveling

         20  team, the Eagles, won the Waldbaum's Cup and the 19

         21  year old girls traveling team won the Best

         22  Sportsmanship Award; and

         23                 Whereas: The Kickers Junior Soccer

         24  League has helped young people become responsible

         25  adults by developing their leadership skills and
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          2  making them aware of their responsibilities as

          3  individuals and team members; and

          4                 Whereas: The coaches, directors,

          5  parents and officers of the Kickers Junior Soccer

          6  League have been instrumental in obtaining

          7  scholarships for its members, allowing them to

          8  attend some of the most prestigious colleges and

          9  universities; the league is a fine example of how

         10  volunteers can join together and make an important

         11  difference in the lives of generations of youth;

         12  now, therefore

         13                 Be It Known: That the Council of the

         14  City of New York salutes the KICKERS JUNIOR SOCCER

         15  LEAGUE OF SOUTHEAST QUEENS and commends its

         16  officers, Fritz A. Casimir, Neville Barrett, Wilfred

         17  Compere, Price Olivier, Philippe Charles-Pierre as

         18  well as the parents, coaches and volunteers for the

         19  important contributions they continue to make to our

         20  youth, the Borough of Queens and our great City.

         21                 Signed this 17th day of August in the

         22  year Two Thousand and Five. Gifford Miller, Speaker

         23  for the Entire Council; Leroy Comrie, Majority Whip,

         24  Council Member, 27th District, Queens; James

         25  Sanders, Council Member, 31st District, Queens.
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          2                 SPEAKER PRO-TEM COMRIE: Thank you.

          3                 I just want to say, before I turn the

          4  mic over to Fritz Casimir, who is the founder and

          5  Director, this is just an example of what volunteer

          6  parents can do when, and he'll tell you about the

          7  category that they dominated this year, as they have

          8  every year for the past 30 years they've been in

          9  existence, but this is a program that has been cut

         10  in the out-of-school time contract, where they've

         11  lost a majority of their funding, but they provided

         12  excellent service, they provided opportunities for

         13  scholarships, they've provided opportunities for

         14  young people to be off the street, and engaged in an

         15  activity that's positive, that's created, Soccer is

         16  a team support with a team concept and can only be

         17  done effectively by playing together, and we need to

         18  do whatever we can to ensure that teams like this,

         19  and organizations like this across the City continue

         20  to receive their full funding and not be cut in

         21  out-of-school time contract money.

         22                 So without further ado, I'd like to

         23  turn this over to Fritz Casimir, the founder. And he

         24  has some awards here we're going to give you

         25  quickly, once he announces what they're for.
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          2                 Fritz.

          3                 MR. CASIMIR: Thank you very much.

          4                 We feel very honored to be here, and

          5  we are very thankful to the entire City Council for

          6  receiving us in their house. And we are especially

          7  thankful to Councilman Leroy Comrie, Councilman

          8  James Sanders and the Mayor's Office for the help

          9  that they have been giving to us, and for giving us

         10  the opportunity to work with youth.

         11                 Indeed, it is good to work with kids,

         12  to see that there are positive alternative other

         13  than staying on the streets.

         14                 We offer soccer activities, we offer

         15  SAT preparatory courses, and a lot of youths have

         16  received scholarships to colleagues.

         17                 Soccer is what we use to help our

         18  youth. It's not an end, it's just a way to get them

         19  to be busy, to study more, and to be able to go to

         20  college to a scholarship.

         21                 I have two of the coaches who have

         22  won the championships here with me. Coach Edward

         23  Nebard. Where is Coach Nebard?

         24                 And Coach Carl Wilson.

         25                 Okay, I'm only one of many who are
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          2  trying to help the kids. And they deserve the

          3  credits.

          4                 An award that we have won this year,

          5  Coach Nebard has been successful from year-to-year

          6  to win the Long Island Junior Soccer League, from

          7  the 19 year old First Division championship. We have

          8  Coach Wilson here, is under 16 team, have also won

          9  that division championship.

         10                 The girls team have win the best

         11  sportsmanship award.

         12                 And our under ten teams have won the

         13  Audubon Cup this year.

         14                 So, our four teams in the Long Island

         15  Junior Soccer League, all four of them have won

         16  something big, championship, all right?

         17                 Thank you.

         18                 SPEAKER PRO-TEM COMRIE: Thank you.

         19  Congratulations.

         20                 James.

         21                 We've also been joined by Councilman

         22  David Weprin.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: I just wanted

         24  to add and to commend all of the Kickers for

         25  kicking.
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          2                 You've done a great job, and you've

          3  kicked towards excellence, and I wanted to commend

          4  you and your great coaches for it.

          5                 Mr. Speaker, would you care to say

          6  something?

          7                 SPEAKER MILLER: Sure.

          8                 I just want to thank the young

          9  people. I want to thank the coaches who make it

         10  possible, but I want to thank the young people for

         11  inspiring us and reminding us that when you work

         12  together, you work hard and you believe in yourself,

         13  anything is possible in this City, in this country

         14  and in this world.

         15                 Thank you for inspiring us and

         16  congratulations on your success.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Also, I just

         18  want to recognize that I have another group of young

         19  people from my district here today, is the Jar Rule

         20  Life Camp. Erica Porter is the Director. They're

         21  here to observe how we work at the City Council.

         22  They're a bunch of young -- a group of young people

         23  from my community that we expect to see big things

         24  from them over time because we want to expose them

         25  to all opportunities in the City. So, they've been
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          2  moving around.

          3                 Why don't you guys stand up and wave.

          4                 Stand up and wave. The Jar Rule Life

          5  Camp.

          6                 Thank you, Mr. Chair.

          7                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: The Stated

          8  Meeting of August 17, 2005 will come to order.

          9                 Let's all rise for the Pledge.

         10                 (Pledge of Allegiance.)

         11                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Roll call.

         12                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Addabbo.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Here.

         14                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Arroyo.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER ARROYO: Here.

         16                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Avella.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Here.

         18                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Baez.

         19                 (No response.)

         20                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Barron.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Here.

         22                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Boyland.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: Here.

         24                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Brewer.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Here.
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          2                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Clarke.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Here.

          4                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Comrie.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Here.

          6                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: DeBlasio.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEBLASIO: Here.

          8                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Dilan.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: Here.

         10                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Felder.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Here.

         12                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Fidler.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Here.

         14                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Foster.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Here.

         16                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gallagher.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Here.

         18                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gennaro.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Here.

         20                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gentile.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: Here.

         22                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gerson.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Here.

         24                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gioia.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: Here.
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          2                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gonzalez.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER GONZALEZ: Here.

          4                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Jackson.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Here.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: James.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: Here.

          8                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Jennings.

          9                 (No response.)

         10                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Katz.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Here.

         12                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Koppell.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Here.

         14                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Lanza.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER LANZA: Here.

         16                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Liu.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Here.

         18                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Lopez.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: Here.

         20                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Martinez.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Here.

         22                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: McMahon.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Here.

         24                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Monserrate.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Here.

                                                            15

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Moskowitz.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER MOSKOWITZ: Here.

          4                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Nelson.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Here.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Palma.

          7                 (No response.)

          8                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Perkins.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Here.

         10                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Provenzano.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: Here.

         12                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Quinn.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: Here.

         14                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Recchia.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Here.

         16                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Reed.

         17                 (No response.)

         18                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Reyna.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: Here.

         20                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Sanders.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Here.

         22                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Seabrook.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Here.

         24                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Sears.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Here.
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          2                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Stewart.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Yes.

          4                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Vallone.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Here.

          6                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Vann.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Here.

          8                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Weprin.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Here.

         10                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Yassky.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Here.

         12                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Oddo.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Here.

         14                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Rivera.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: Here.

         16                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Speaker Miller.

         17                 SPEAKER MILLER: Here.

         18                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: A quorum is

         19  present.

         20                 Please rise for the invocation by

         21  Father Larry Seabrook.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: I guess if

         23  Reverend Sharpton can do it, so can I.

         24                 Giving honor to the Creator that

         25  certainly provides us with an opportunity to rise up
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          2  for another day, and we must be blessed for the

          3  opportunity because there were many who did not give

          4  up today.

          5                 Our Creator, we give to you all of

          6  the glory for which you have provided us the

          7  opportunity to serve the people of this City and to

          8  serve this nation.

          9                 We must also give honor to those who

         10  are fighting over in Iraq today, so that they must

         11  have all of the blessings, and it is our hope that

         12  we will be able to live in harmony and in peace so

         13  that the world will be able to say that on this day

         14  that you did the service of the people and you did

         15  it well.

         16                 These and many other blessings I ask

         17  in Thy name, amen.

         18                 SPEAKER MILLER: Amen, Reverend

         19  Seabrook.

         20                 I just want you to know, Reverend

         21  Seabrook agreed to forego the collection, which we

         22  appreciate.

         23                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Mr. Barron,

         24  would you do me a favor, since Council Member Palma

         25  is sick, would you spread the invocation, please?
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: I spread the

          3  invocation and have it upon the record with honor,

          4  with this young Reverend who didn't even take up the

          5  collection, and I appreciate that.

          6                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Just wait

          7  til after the meeting.

          8                 Adoption of minutes.

          9                 Speaker Miller.

         10                 Speaker Miller.

         11                 SPEAKER MILLER: If I could ask my

         12  colleagues to rise again, unfortunately, as we

         13  always do, we observe a moment of silence at the

         14  beginning of each Stated Council meeting in memory

         15  of those who have been lost fighting in Iraq, since

         16  the previous City Council Meeting.

         17                 Sadly, we've lost three young men

         18  since the last time we met. James McNorton, who was

         19  actually a New York City Police Officer, in Transit

         20  District 2 in Lower Manhattan. He was killed in Iraq

         21  on August 2nd, 2005. He's of Unit 306 of the 800th

         22  Military Police Brigade, an Army Reserve Unit.

         23                 We also lost Army Private Miles

         24  Thompson. Born in Staten Island, he was only 19

         25  years old. He was killed on August 4th in Iraq.
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          2                 We also lost PFC Armondo Rios, of

          3  Queens New York. A member of the Army National

          4  Guard, a member of the Fighting 69th. He was killed

          5  on August 8th in Iraq.

          6                 You can join me in a moment of

          7  silence as we pray for their souls and for their

          8  families here who we know are grieving and who we

          9  grieve along with.

         10                 (Moment of Silence observed.)

         11                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you.

         12                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Adoption of

         13  the Minutes.

         14                 SPEAKER MILLER: None.

         15                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Messages and

         16  Papers from the Mayor.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 649 and 650.

         18                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM:

         19  Communication from -- oh, sorry.

         20                 SPEAKER MILLER: Rules, Privileges and

         21  Elections.

         22                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM:

         23  Communication from City, County and Borough Offices.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 651 on page

         25  one, and 652 on page two.
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          2                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Petitions

          3  and Communications -- oh, sorry, Gifford.

          4                 SPEAKER MILLER: Transportation.

          5                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Petitions

          6  and Communications.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: None.

          8                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Land Use

          9  Call-Ups.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 653 through M

         11  657.

         12                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

         13  Call-Up Vote.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 658 through M

         15  661.

         16                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the Call

         17  Up Vote.

         18                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Roll call.

         19                 SPEAKER MILLER: At this point I'd ask

         20  the clerk to call the roll on all items coupled on

         21  the call-up vote.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Addabbo.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Aye.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Arroyo.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER ARROYO: Aye.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Avella.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Aye.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Baez.

          5                 (No response.)

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Barron.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Aye on all.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Boyland.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: Aye on all.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Brewer.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Aye.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Clarke.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Aye.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Comrie.

         15                 (No response.)

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: DeBlasio.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEBLASIO: Yes.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Dilan.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: Aye on all.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Felder.

         21                 (No response.)

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Fidler.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Aye.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Foster.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Aye.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gennaro.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Aye.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gentile.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: Aye.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gerson.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Aye.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gioia.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: Yes.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gonzalez.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER GONZALEZ: Aye on all.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jackson.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Aye on all.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: James.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: Aye on all.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jennings.

         17                 (No response.)

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Katz.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Aye.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Koppell.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Aye.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lanza.

         23                 (No response.)

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Liu.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Yes.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lopez.

          3                 (No response.)

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Martinez.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Aye on all.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: McMahon.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Madam Public

          8  Advocate, I request unanimous consent of my

          9  colleagues to vote not only on the Land Use

         10  Call-Ups, but all coupled general orders.

         11                 I vote aye on all. Thank you.

         12                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Monserrate.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Aye on

         15  all.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Nelson.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Aye on all.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Palma.

         19                 (No response.)

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Perkins.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Aye.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Provenzano.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: Aye.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Quinn.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: Aye.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Recchia.

          3                 (No response.)

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reed.

          5                 (No response.)

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reyna.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: Aye.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sanders.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Aye.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Seabrook.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Aye.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sears.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Aye.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Stewart.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Aye.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vallone.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Aye.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vann.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Aye.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Weprin.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Aye.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Yassky.

         23                 (No response.)

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Comrie.

         25                 (No response.)
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lanza.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER LANZA: Here.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Rivera.

          5                 (No response.)

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Oddo.

          7                 (No response.)

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Rivera.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: I vote aye.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Speaker Mr. Miller.

         11                 SPEAKER MILLER:  Aye.

         12                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Today's Land

         13  Use Call-Ups were adopted by a vote of 42 in the

         14  affirmative.

         15                 Quiet, please.

         16                 And zero in the negative.

         17                 Communication from the Speaker.

         18                 SPEAKER MILLER: My colleagues --

         19                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Quiet,

         20  please.

         21                 SPEAKER MILLER: -- There are a number

         22  of important pieces of legislation that we're doing

         23  today.

         24                 The first that I want to bring to

         25  your attention is Intro. 186-A, the Tenant
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          2  Empowerment Act.

          3                 This legislation is a critical, this

          4  legislation is a critical step in preserving and

          5  protecting what affordable housing we have today in

          6  our City.

          7                 Our City has seen thousands of

          8  affordable housing units leave it every year. And in

          9  particular, Mitchell-Lama and Section 8 programs are

         10  at enormous risk because of historic rises in

         11  property values that are causing owners to think

         12  about leaving the system who never seriously gave it

         13  any consideration before. And as a result, tenants

         14  are in danger of losing their homes.

         15                 This bill sets into place a very

         16  simple principle which says if an owner who has used

         17  millions of dollars worth of tax breaks --

         18                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Quiet,

         19  please. I can't hear.

         20                 SPEAKER MILLER: -- Wants to leave

         21  affordable housing system, they're going to have to

         22  give the tenants the right to buy that, buy their

         23  own homes at a fair price.

         24                 That's it.

         25                 I'm astonished that the Mayor vetoed
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          2  this legislation which has such a basic principle,

          3  and I'm very proud of the fact that the City Council

          4  is overriding that veto and acting to protect the

          5  tens of thousands of New Yorkers who live in

          6  Mitchell-Lama and Section 8 housing today.

          7                 And I'd like to give an opportunity

          8  to the prime sponsor of that legislation, Alan

          9  Gerson, a chance to just say a few words on my time.

         10                 Council Member Gerson.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Thank you, Mr.

         12  Speaker.

         13                 Thank you for your leadership.

         14                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Quiet,

         15  please.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Madam Public

         17  Advocate, my colleagues, 186-A is simply sound and

         18  wise housing policy. If we do not preserve --

         19                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Quiet,

         20  please.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: -- The units

         22  covered by 186, we will never, ever be able to make

         23  up the number of affordable housing units for

         24  individuals and families which we will lose. We will

         25  always be playing catch-up.

                                                            28

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2                 If we do not pass 186, we will

          3  literally evict tens of thousands of hard-working

          4  New Yorkers who 20 or 30 years ago made a commitment

          5  to their communities and to our City and never

          6  imagined that they would be unable to afford to

          7  continue to live in the neighborhoods which they

          8  built up as a result of their commitment.

          9                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Quiet,

         10  please.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: And, finally,

         12  186 is fair to all concerned. It is fair to the

         13  residents, as I've mentioned, it is fair to the

         14  owners, which by assuring the owners will get 100

         15  percent on their investments and on the value of

         16  their assets, and it is fair, finally, to the

         17  taxpayers of the City of New York, because it is far

         18  less expensive to preserve this housing than it will

         19  be to create the additional units of housing

         20  required even though we must both preserve and

         21  create.

         22                 This is a wise investment, and

         23  finally, my colleagues, we did this together, all of

         24  the input of all of you is incorporated in this

         25  bill, including the important point of financing --
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          2                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Quiet,

          3  please.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: -- And I

          5  conclude on that note, the question, how will we

          6  finance these buy-outs? Has two basic answers.

          7                 One is, all of the leaders of the

          8  housing finance industry have testified and stated

          9  that 186 will generate financing, will cause

         10  not-for-profits, labor unions, and even banking and

         11  lending institutions to step up and work with tenant

         12  associations to finance these buy-outs.

         13                 But in addition, we are today taking

         14  the first steps through the filing of an LS request

         15  to establish the affordable housing preservation

         16  trust fund, making use of funds and financial

         17  instruments already available, already available to

         18  provide the necessary support, passing this bill

         19  will provide the impetus to get the job done.

         20                 So, I thank my colleagues, and I

         21  thank all in this room who have fought so hard to

         22  make this a reality and let us go forward and

         23  override this veto and preserve the diversity and

         24  affordability of our City.

         25                 Thank you.
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          2                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you.

          3                 Another package of important

          4  legislation which we will be considering today is a

          5  package of legislation to make food stamps more

          6  available to New Yorkers.

          7                 Sadly, too many New Yorkers make the

          8  sorts of choices between putting food on the table

          9  for their families and putting a roof over their

         10  heads, as we just were talking about with regard to

         11  affordable housing.

         12                 Food stamps are an incredibly

         13  effective program, which cost the City nothing,

         14  which help us to get our fair share of federal

         15  dollars, which we deserve and which we know we don't

         16  get, and which, unfortunately, while this

         17  Administration has made some progress towards

         18  bringing in greater accessibility --

         19                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Quiet,

         20  please.

         21                 SPEAKER MILLER: -- That progress has

         22  halted at this point.

         23                 This package of legislation is

         24  necessary in order to make it possible for people to

         25  apply on line, for people to be able, who have
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          2  disabilities, to be able to get access to this, to

          3  generally make it more possible for more people to

          4  get involved in this program which is a win/win for

          5  the City of New York.

          6                 The Chair of the General Welfare

          7  Committee has done a terrific job in helping to lead

          8  this legislation through. I'd like to give him a

          9  chance to say a few words. Bill DeBlasio.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER DeBLASIO: Thank you

         11  very much, Mr. Speaker.

         12                 Mr. Speaker, I want to thank you for

         13  your leadership on this issue, not just now but over

         14  the last four years. And I want to thank my

         15  colleague, Eric Gioia, who has been totally focused

         16  on the issue of food stamps over these years, my

         17  colleagues on the General Welfare Committee and all

         18  the members of the Council.

         19                 The history is so simple. Four years

         20  ago we had a situation in this City where the

         21  previous administration on the other side this hall

         22  literally discouraged people from being on food

         23  stamps, and over a million New Yorkers who were

         24  eligible, who were not getting the food stamps they

         25  deserve.
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          2                 We have made progress, in no small

          3  measure, due to the constant focus of this Council

          4  pushing the current administration to do better.

          5                 But there's still over half a million

          6  New Yorkers who deserve food stamps, all federally

          7  funded, as the Speaker said, who deserve them, who

          8  are eligible and are not getting them.

          9                 I want to thank --

         10                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Quiet,

         11  please.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER DeBLASIO: I want to

         13  thank the Public Advocate, too, who has been a big

         14  part of keeping this issue front and center.

         15                 Now we are at the moment where we can

         16  do better, where we won't accept having half a

         17  million people without food stamps, without basic

         18  nutrition, especially our children, we can do better

         19  using technology. Using the Internet, using faxes,

         20  finding a way to get people processed, even when

         21  they have a hardship that keep them from coming into

         22  a food stamp processing center.

         23                 That's what these three pieces of

         24  legislation says. It says we can do better, and here

         25  are the tools to make it work.
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          2                 I am very puzzled and troubled that

          3  this Administration has decided to veto these pieces

          4  of legislation. They are common sense. We worked

          5  long and hard to make sure they were workable and

          6  practical, and we always had an open door on the

          7  other side of the hall to find a solution.

          8                 It makes no sense to me why we would

          9  not want to go every extra mile possible to get

         10  every eligible New Yorker the foodstamps they

         11  deserve.

         12                 And remember, when we discussed this

         13  issue, we should remember the thousands and

         14  thousands --

         15                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Quiet,

         16  please.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER DeBLASIO: -- The

         18  thousands of children --

         19                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: It's very

         20  hard to hear him.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER DeBLASIO: -- Who

         22  deserve these food stamps and are not getting them.

         23                 It is crucial that we override these

         24  vetoes.

         25                 Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker.
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          2                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you, Mr.

          3  Chairman.

          4                 Let's all try taking a deep breath

          5  and stop talking for a moment.

          6                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Yes.

          7                 SPEAKER MILLER: Everybody.

          8                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: It's

          9  actually more the people standing around than it is

         10  the Council members.

         11                 SPEAKER MILLER: And that's a first.

         12                 I'd like to now ask the Chair of the

         13  Investigations Committee, Councilman Eric Gioia,

         14  whose investigations helped uncover some of the

         15  difficulties the people are having to get food

         16  stamps, to say just a few words about this package

         17  of legislation.

         18                 Councilman Gioia.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: Thank you, Mr.

         20  Speaker. Thank you for your leadership on this

         21  issue.

         22                 I would also like to thank my friend,

         23  Council Member DeBlasio, who has been a wonderful

         24  leader on this. Thank you very much, Bill.

         25                 I would also like to thank the Public
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          2  Advocate, who has made this an issue that she's

          3  fought for over the past four years.

          4                 My colleagues, unfortunately,

          5  government bureaucracy often gives compassion a bad

          6  name.

          7                 If you are a working mom in this

          8  City, and you earn under $25,000 a year, and you've

          9  got three kids at home, then you could qualify for

         10  almost $500 a month in federal food stamp aid.

         11                 Unfortunately, if you're in that

         12  situation, there's a very good chance that you're

         13  not getting a single dollar in aid.

         14                 Right now, because of needless red

         15  tape, because of government bureaucracy, almost half

         16  of New Yorkers who are income eligible for federal

         17  food stamp aid do not participate.

         18                 That is wrong, and these bills will

         19  help to change that.

         20                 These bills will cut through red

         21  tape, using proven and effective methods to

         22  alleviate hunger by allowing people to apply for

         23  food stamps on line.

         24                 If applications are on line, people

         25  won't have to wait in line. That means a working mom
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          2  won't have to take off from work to get an

          3  application. She won't have to take off from work to

          4  fill out an application, and she won't have to take

          5  off from work to go hand in her application.

          6                 These measures will put food on the

          7  table of thousands of hard-working New Yorkers. And

          8  not only, my colleagues, is this morally right, to

          9  feed hungry children for the 21st century in New

         10  York City, but these bills will help to bring much

         11  needed federal aid to New York City. Hundreds of

         12  millions of dollars in federal food stamp aid to

         13  boost our local economy, money that will be spent in

         14  supermarkets, in grocery stores and bodegas across

         15  our City, expanding access to food stamps is a smart

         16  thing to do, and it is the right thing to do.

         17                 These bills value families, will

         18  award hard work, and may expand opportunity for all

         19  New Yorkers.

         20                 That is why I urge all of you, my

         21  colleagues, to pass this important package of

         22  legislation today.

         23                 Thank you very much.

         24                 SPEAKER MILLER: My colleagues, a

         25  final piece of legislation I will particularly bring
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          2  to your attention today is the Health Care Security

          3  Act.

          4                 This is a City in which millions of

          5  New Yorkers lack health insurance.

          6                 It is wrong that the City of New York

          7  has to act to address this problem. This is a

          8  national problem. And in my view, it's a moral issue

          9  that our country allows millions of New Yorkers to

         10  go without health care, and a crazy financial issue,

         11  because it's costing us billions and billions of

         12  dollars, the fiction that we don't actually provide

         13  emergency room service to people who need it.

         14                 So what happens is, we wait for

         15  people to get as sick as they possibly can get, go

         16  to the emergency room, then we provide them with the

         17  most expensive care possible, and everyone who has

         18  health insurance pays for those who don't, and in

         19  the end what costs us lives and money.

         20                 But short of a national solution,

         21  this City has a moral responsibility to act in the

         22  ways that it can. And this is a common sense piece

         23  of legislation which says we don't want to see one

         24  of the main industries at risk of losing its health

         25  care, grocery store employees, and responsible
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          2  grocery store owners engage in a race to the bottom,

          3  where the competition is to see who can provide the

          4  least benefits to their employees so they can

          5  undercut the price the most so that we all lose.

          6  Because what happens then, what happens is, is that

          7  those employees end up on public health insurance

          8  programs, and we end up as taxpayers subsidizing the

          9  irresponsible businesses that are engaged in this

         10  race to the bottom.

         11                 That's wrong. And this legislation

         12  will address it. But I want to give the chief

         13  architect of this legislation, Council Member

         14  Christine Quinn, the opportunity to say a few words

         15  about it.

         16                 Council Member Quinn.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: Thank you.

         18                 Today the Health Care Security Act

         19  which we will be voting on today is an important

         20  piece of legislation, which as the Speaker said,

         21  will do a couple of things.

         22                 One, within the grocery industry,

         23  stop the race to the bottom. The industry which is

         24  most at risk of ending up squarely at the bottom in

         25  a place where employers make tremendous profits and
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          2  part of those profits are fed by the fact that those

          3  employers have taxpayers pay for the insurance of

          4  their workers.

          5                 What this bill will say is that if

          6  you are a grocery in the City of New York, you are

          7  going to do the right thing and provide full health

          8  coverage to your workers.

          9                 The vast majority of grocers do that

         10  today. About 22,000 workers in that industry today

         11  are getting full health coverage, but at least 6,000

         12  New Yorkers are working hard days, and not in

         13  groceries and not getting health insurance. And many

         14  of those people are forced to go onto Child Health

         15  Plus and Family Health Plus, and we as a Council

         16  have fought hard to make sure those programs stay

         17  alive and are accessible. But why should we and our

         18  constituents subsidize companies through our tax

         19  dollars which pay for those programs just 'cause

         20  those companies don't want to do the right thing and

         21  pay for insurance, instead they want to make greater

         22  profits.

         23                 So, today, to this first step in the

         24  Health Care Security Act for the grocery industry,

         25  we are protecting good employers who have done the
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          2  right thing for decades in this City.

          3                 Stopping the race to the bottom in

          4  the grocery industry, providing insurance coverage

          5  for at least 6,000 workers and their families, and

          6  perhaps, most importantly, protecting the taxpayer

          7  resources of this City, and making sure those

          8  dollars go to provide free insurance --

          9                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Quiet,

         10  please.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: -- For people

         12  who have no other options, not free health insurance

         13  for companies who don't want to dip into their

         14  profits and provide the health insurance the people

         15  deserve.

         16                 And I urge my colleagues to vote yes.

         17                 SPEAKER MILLER: Finally, I'd just

         18  like to give our Deputy Majority Leader Bill Perkins

         19  an opportunity to welcome a couple of special guests

         20  who are here today.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Thank you

         22  very much, Mr. Speaker.

         23                 I just want my colleagues to give a

         24  warm welcome to some very special guests that have

         25  come to visit us today. They are constituents of my
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          2  district. They are six adult men, mentally

          3  challenged, from an organization called The Center

          4  for Family Support.

          5                 Their names are, and they'll stand,

          6  Pablo Devilla. Pablo Devilla, please stand. Tyrone

          7  Smith. Dwan Hamadula. Omar Guzman. James Lee. Glen

          8  Russ. And they are joined by staff from the program,

          9  Chantane Holmes, Erista Gomez, Sobieda Adolfo, Tsida

         10  Ramirez and Elizabeth Rivera. Please give them a

         11  warm round of applause.

         12                 Thank you very much.

         13                 SPEAKER MILLER: Okay, that concludes

         14  my communication.

         15                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Discussion

         16  of General Orders.

         17                 Council Member Barron, would you like

         18  to go first, please.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Yes. Thank you

         20  very much.

         21                 I know there's a lot on the agenda

         22  for general orders, but I just wanted to probably be

         23  out of order and I just wanted to acknowledge my

         24  mother-in-law. Ms. Smith, if you could just stand.

         25  She's 83 years young, Ms. Margaret Smith. That was a
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          2  serious general order, and I thank you very much,

          3  Madam Chair.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: It was smart,

          5  too.

          6                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          7  Member Gennaro.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Thank you,

          9  Madam Public Advocate. It certainly seems to be a

         10  great day for the Council.

         11                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Quiet,

         12  please.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: I wish to

         14  congratulate all of the sponsors of all of the great

         15  bills that we're doing here today. I'm proud to be a

         16  sponsor of all of them.

         17                 I just want to bring to the attention

         18  of my colleagues, we have a wetlands transfer bill,

         19  Intro. 566-A that would save New York City's

         20  wetlands, the City has lost more than 85 percent of

         21  its wetlands, and continues to lose them at a great

         22  rate. For example, Jamaica Bay loses about 40 acres

         23  per year. The Council will vote on 566-A today. It

         24  will create a committee of members of the Public to

         25  make recommendations to the City on which City-owned

                                                            43

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  wetlands should be transferred to the Parks

          3  Department for protection, and if the City declines

          4  to transfer these properties, they all have to

          5  explain to the Council in writing why the transfer

          6  can't be done.

          7                 This legislation will add

          8  substantially to the presentation of our remaining

          9  wetlands, one of the City's most highest priority

         10  natural resource.

         11                 I want to thank Council Member Foster

         12  and the Parks Committee, as well as the Committee on

         13  Environmental Protection, and of course the Speaker

         14  and all the sponsors of this legislation, so I hope

         15  that you can join me in supporting Intro. 566-A.

         16  Thank you.

         17                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         18  Member Jackson.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Madam Public

         20  Advocate, I rise in order to speak on several

         21  matters that are up for vote today, or more

         22  specifically the Housing and Buildings, Intro. 186-A

         23  sponsored by my colleague, Alan Gerson. Any time

         24  that a building owner decides to buy out, I think

         25  and I know that the constituents that I represent
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          2  want to have the first opportunity to purchase. And,

          3  so, I think that's a right that everyone should

          4  have.

          5                 And I congratulate all of the

          6  advocates that are involved in this endeavor today.

          7  And also my colleague Chris Quinn for Intro. 468.

          8  Members of the City Council, I ask you to consider

          9  this to make sure that everyone who is employed

         10  receives benefits that they're duly entitled to as

         11  an employee/employer relationship.

         12                 This is good for New York City and

         13  it's good for business, and good for all of the

         14  people involved in New York City, especially those

         15  that are trying to support their families off the

         16  type of income that they're receiving.

         17                 And also, as far as the Bill

         18  DeBlasio, on the General Welfare situation, food

         19  stamps are extremely important. All you have to do

         20  is look at the number of people that are homeless

         21  today, the number of people that are going to food

         22  banks. Food banks are in need of resources, I know

         23  that. I have several in my district. And I say to

         24  you, all of my colleagues, that this is also good

         25  for New York, and my colleague, I think it was Eric
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          2  Gioia may have mentioned, this will bring hundreds

          3  of millions of dollars more to New York City.

          4                 And finally, Intro. 629-A sponsored

          5  by David Yassky prohibiting employers from locking

          6  employees and other individuals inside of a

          7  workplace.

          8                 Okay, anyway, I understand that's

          9  going to be laid over? In my mind it's a no brainer.

         10  No one should be locked into a place of an employer.

         11                 I ask you all to support these

         12  resolutions and intros today.

         13                 Thank you.

         14                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         15  Member Brewer.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Thank you very

         17  much.

         18                 I just wanted to say, affordable

         19  housing, affordable health care, along with

         20  security, are probably our most basic concerns in

         21  our great City, and I, like everyone else, thank

         22  Alan Gerson for 186-A and Christine Quinn, for 468-A

         23  and for all the work.

         24                 Luis Sanchez is not able to be here

         25  today, but as a housing activist she'd be very, very
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          2  helpful for 186-A and wish her good health soon.

          3                 I finally want to say that Lee

          4  Grossbart is a high school student in my office and

          5  is here today. We've had about 40 interns this

          6  summer. They're all great. Yay to the interns.

          7                 Thank you very much.

          8                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          9  Member Koppell.

         10                 Oliver.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Madam Chair,

         12  Public Advocate and ladies and gentlemen, I

         13  unfortunately have to rise to oppose one of the

         14  bills on the General Order's Calendar, the

         15  Introduction 699 by my colleague John Liu, which is

         16  a well intentioned measure, however, it simply goes

         17  too far in terms of requiring a report, a rather

         18  detailed report before a food or vegetable merchant

         19  can either obtain or even renew a stand, a

         20  stoopstand that they have on the sidewalk.

         21                 We have regulations in place that

         22  regulate the size of these stands, that limit where

         23  they can be placed, because they can't be placed on

         24  a sidewalk that's too narrow, and if those

         25  regulations are violated, these people can lose
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          2  their license and I believe also get a fine.

          3                 The problem is that the law is not

          4  enforced. We should have a means of compelling

          5  enforcement, but this measure --

          6                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Quiet,

          7  please.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: But this

          9  measure, this measure we have before us, goes too

         10  far. It means that the DOT has to do a report, an

         11  elaborate report, every time one of these stands'

         12  license has to be renewed, or a new stand is in fact

         13  attempted to be placed on the sidewalk.

         14                 These are small merchants, many of

         15  them don't know the language well. We are placing

         16  impediments on them to their being able to learn a

         17  livelihood. The fact is that the DOT testified today

         18  that they don't have the person power to handle

         19  these reports, so they're going to get backlogged,

         20  they're going to get delayed, and meanwhile these

         21  stands will not be properly licensed, subject to

         22  fines or possibly even removal.

         23                 You could substitute for this bill a

         24  requirement, that where there's a complaint, then

         25  the DO has to go out, DOT has to go out and
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          2  investigate. And if they find that the stoop is

          3  obstructing the sidewalk, take action.

          4                 This bill goes too far and it's going

          5  to hurt the very little people that we're here to

          6  protect.

          7                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

          8  Council Member.

          9                 Seeing nobody else, Council Member

         10  Liu.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Thank you, Madam

         12  Public Advocate, for this opportunity.

         13                 Intro. 699 is a very important bill.

         14  It has to do with sidewalk safety. For the last

         15  couple of years, for the last two years, I've worked

         16  with the Department of Transportation, or attempted

         17  to, to get them to pay more attention to the need to

         18  reserve sidewalk space for people to safely traverse

         19  from one place to another.

         20                 Now, there are certain things that

         21  exist on our sidewalks that have been there just

         22  rubber stamped because the Department of

         23  Transportation has not for many years complied with

         24  existing law. The law already requires that in these

         25  stoopline stands, that the Department of

                                                            49

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  Transportation make a determination that such stand

          3  would not pose as an obstacle to free pedestrian

          4  passage.

          5                 That is already in the law.

          6                 Unfortunately, the Department of

          7  Transportation does not take any action with regard

          8  to these applications. So, my bill requires that the

          9  DOT do two things:

         10                 Number one, send someone to go take a

         11  look at the location where these stands are being

         12  proposed.

         13                 And number two, make a determination

         14  that pedestrians will still be able to pass freely

         15  and safely, even when such standard is constructed

         16  on that site.

         17                 And that's all we're trying to do.

         18  This will have an effect on some of the small

         19  businesses that have stoopline stands or are

         20  planning to have stoopline stands. But in the end,

         21  it is an affirmation that the sidewalks of New York

         22  City are meant for people to walk safely.

         23                 To the extent that we have the luxury

         24  of allowing people to walk safely, and permitting

         25  some of our businesses to go three, four or five
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          2  feet into the sidewalk, then we should continue to

          3  let those stoopline stands exist or be constructed.

          4                 In the cases where we simply do not

          5  have enough space on the sidewalks, those are cases

          6  where the Department of Transportation should make

          7  the determination appropriately in the interest of

          8  preserving sidewalk safety for pedestrians.

          9                 Thank you.

         10                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: That's the

         11  first time Council Member Liu has ever gone over his

         12  time in three and a half years.

         13                 Council Member Fidler.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Yes, I just,

         15  on the same subject, and while I have a great deal

         16  of sympathy for the concern that Council Member

         17  Koppell raises, I think what Council Member Liu's

         18  bill will do will be proactive as opposed to

         19  reactive.

         20                 I have numbers of stores in my

         21  district that have taken the sidewalks that belong

         22  to the people that live in my neighborhood as if

         23  they were their own.

         24                 And the only time I can get DOT to

         25  pay any attention is when we file complaint after
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          2  complaint after complaint.

          3                 The people are entitled to walk on

          4  their sidewalks. It is a privilege that we extend to

          5  store owners that they may use part of that public

          6  sidewalk, if appropriate.

          7                 And, so, I think the legislation that

          8  Councilman Liu has before us today will force DOT to

          9  take care of the situation before they become

         10  problems and not after.

         11                 And, so, I support the legislation. I

         12  had asked Council Member Liu about it before the

         13  meeting today, and I applaud him for taking on this

         14  issue and making DOT do something that they should

         15  be doing all along.

         16                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Seeing

         17  nobody else, let's move on.

         18                 Woops, somebody else.

         19                 Council Member Yassky. Okay, where

         20  are we?

         21                 Report of Special Committees.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: None.

         23                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Reports of

         24  Standing Committees.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports of the

                                                            52

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  Committee on Civil Service and Labor.

          3                 Intro. 629-A.

          4                 SPEAKER MILLER: The bill is referred

          5  to the Committee on Civil Service and Labor.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports of the

          7  Committee on Finance.

          8                 Preconsidered Reso 1121.

          9                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

         10  General Order Calendar.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Preconsidered

         12  Reso 1125.

         13                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports of the

         15  Committee on General Welfare.

         16                 Intro. 22-A.

         17                 SPEAKER MILLER: Amended and laid

         18  over.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Intro. 593-A.

         20                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

         21  General Order Calendar.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Intro. 594-A.

         23                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Intro. 615-A.

         25                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 643.

          3                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled to be filed.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 644.

          5                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled to be filed.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 645.

          7                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled to be filed.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports of the

          9  Committee on Health.

         10                 Intro. 468-A.

         11                 SPEAKER MILLER: Amended and coupled

         12  on the General Order Calendar.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports of the

         14  Committee on Housing and Buildings.

         15                 Intro. 186-A.

         16                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

         17  General Order Calendar.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 642.

         19                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled to be filed.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports of the

         21  Committee on Land Use.

         22                 Preconsidered LU 536 and companion

         23  Reso 1128.

         24                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

         25  General Order Calendar.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Preconsidered

          3  LU 537 and companion Reso 1129.

          4                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

          5  General Order Calendar.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Preconsidered

          7  LU 538 and companion Reso 1130.

          8                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Preconsidered

         10  LU 539 and companion Reso 1131.

         11                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Preconsidered

         13  LU 540 and companion Reso 1132.

         14                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Preconsidered

         16  LU 541 and companion Reso 1133.

         17                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Preconsidered

         19  LU 542 and companion Reso 1134.

         20                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 431 and

         22  companion Reso 1135.

         23                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 439 and

         25  companion Reso 1136.
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          2                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 440 and

          4  companion Reso 1137.

          5                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 450 and

          7  companion Reso 1138.

          8                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 455 and

         10  companion Reso 1139.

         11                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         12                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Quiet,

         13  please.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 484 and

         15  companion Reso 1140.

         16                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 485 and

         18  companion Reso 1141.

         19                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 486 and

         21  companion Reso 1142.

         22                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 488 and

         24  companion Reso 1143.

         25                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 489 and

          3  companion Reso 1144.

          4                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 532 and

          6  companion Reso 1145.

          7                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 535 and

          9  companion Reso 1146.

         10                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Quiet,

         11  please. You're much too noisy.

         12                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports of the

         14  Committee on Parks and Recreation.

         15                 Intro. 566-A.

         16                 SPEAKER MILLER: Amended and coupled

         17  on the General Order Calendar.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports of the

         19  Committee on Transportation.

         20                 Preconsidered Intro 699.

         21                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

         22  General Order Calendar.

         23                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: General

         24  Order Calendar.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Intro. 521-A.

                                                            57

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2                 SPEAKER MILLER: Laid over.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Intro. 566-A.

          4                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Resolution

          6  appointing various persons Commissioner of Deeds.

          7                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

          8                 At this point I'd ask the clerk to

          9  call the roll on all items coupled on the General

         10  Order Calendar.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Addabbo.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Yes.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Arroyo.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER ARROYO: Aye.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Avella.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Madam Public

         17  Advocate, may I have two minutes to explain my vote?

         18                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Thank you.

         20                 I vote aye on all items, except

         21  preconsidered Intro. 699.

         22                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Quiet,

         23  please. I can't hear him.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Once again, I

         25  vote aye on all items, except preconsidered Intro.
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          2  699.

          3                 I just have a concern, that obviously

          4  Council Member Koppell has raised very serious

          5  issues, but why -- my concern at this point is why

          6  is this a preconsidered item? And why was it brought

          7  to our attention five minutes before we're voting on

          8  this today?

          9                 Why is this bill not going through

         10  the normal procedure?

         11                 So, until those questions are

         12  answered, and Koppell's questions I think are

         13  legitimate are answered, I have to vote no on 699.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Martinez.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Madam Public

         16  Advocate, can I be excused to explain my vote?

         17                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: I want to

         19  commend Council Member Gerson and Council Member

         20  Quinn on both pieces of legislation, Intro. 468-A

         21  and 186-A.

         22                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Quiet,

         23  please.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: It should be

         25  a no brainer, such as what Council Member Jackson
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          2  mentioned. For us, as a legislative body, to ensure

          3  that all New Yorkers when they're working they also

          4  are guaranteed health insurance, and empowering a

          5  community, what better way to empower a community

          6  but by giving a tenant that empowerment of ownership

          7  of their communities. And I proudly vote aye on both

          8  of these pieces of legislation, and aye on all other

          9  item on the agenda.

         10                 Thank you, Madam Public Advocate.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Barron.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: I vote aye on

         13  all, and I abstain from 699.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Boyland.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: I vote aye on

         16  all.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Brewer.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: I vote aye on

         19  all. And I listened to the debate between our two

         20  esteemed Council members, Liu and Koppell, and I

         21  hope that in the future we'll have more such

         22  debates.

         23                 Thank you very much.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Clarke.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Aye on all.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Comrie.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Permission to

          4  vote on all Land Use Call-Ups?

          5                 Aye on all.

          6                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: DeBlasio.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEBLASIO: Aye on all.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Dilan.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: Madam Public

         11  Advocate, may I have a brief moment to explain my

         12  vote?

         13                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: Madam Public

         15  Advocate, I want to briefly comment on Intro. 468-A,

         16  Health Care Security Act.

         17                 I intend to vote for this bill today,

         18  but I am concerned about some of the unintended

         19  consequences of the bill, but I'm going to vote for

         20  the bill largely because of the concept that

         21  everyone that holds a decent job should be entitled

         22  to health care insurance.

         23                 I particularly had a problem with

         24  some of the square footage requirements on the bill

         25  that affect many supermarkets, or could potentially
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          2  affect many supermarkets in my district, and, you

          3  know, naturally I want to give every business in my

          4  district a competitive advantage but not at the

          5  expense of some individuals.

          6                 I want to compliment Council Member

          7  Quinn on the bill, and I want to compliment her also

          8  for being open in the process about taking input

          9  from members and sharing their concerns. And I

         10  appreciate especially the fact that she says if

         11  these unintended consequences come to pass, that we

         12  would look at them at a future date.

         13                 So, I want to congratulate her on

         14  468-A. And I'm going to vote aye on all, except for

         15  Intro. 699, which I vote no.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Felder.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: May I be

         18  excused to explain my vote?

         19                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Thank you.

         21                 I vote aye on all, except for 699. I

         22  take exception to the process. I want to echo

         23  Councilman Avella's comments. I think many of my

         24  colleagues have bills that have been sitting around

         25  for many, many months or years perhaps, and it's
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          2  wonderful, and, you know, with all due respect to

          3  Councilman John Liu, I'm happy he's able to get this

          4  bill done, but I think it's somewhat bizarre that

          5  when people have bills that have been sitting around

          6  for years, and this bill may have been sitting

          7  around for years with him as well, no one knows

          8  anything about it.

          9                 I would like to know a lot more about

         10  this bill. I have no understanding of what the bill

         11  is all about. I have a committee meeting in the

         12  morning, and then suddenly the bill gets passed? I

         13  think that's not the way it's supposed to work.

         14                 I don't think that's the way it's

         15  supposed to work.

         16                 I think it would be nice to know a

         17  lot more about what the consequences of this bill

         18  are.

         19                 I have parts of my district that are

         20  zero-tolerance districts where merchants cannot put

         21  out their merchandise, and Consumer Affairs issues

         22  permits to somebody who owns a car or a truck, comes

         23  in, puts down a table and puts down their wares,

         24  right next door to somebody else who is paying taxes

         25  and he can't put down his stuff. So there are a lot
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          2  of ramifications to the bill, and to come in and

          3  suddenly say, hi, it's Christmas, 699 is here, let's

          4  vote yes, is -- yes, that's not the way it works.

          5  That's not the way it should work anyway.

          6                 I know that it's political season,

          7  and, you know, it's important for everyone to get

          8  bills passed to be able to talk about it, but I

          9  think we owe it to ourselves and our constituents to

         10  do better. And maybe, should we hand out lolly-pops?

         11  How is that?

         12                 Anyway, let's not be crybabies, let's

         13  continue.

         14                 I just want to commend Council Member

         15  Quinn for the wonderful bill that she's sponsoring

         16  for health care that will be a tremendous,

         17  tremendous asset to many people in this City.

         18                 Thank you very much.

         19                 Yes, on all, except 699.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Fidler.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Could I be

         22  briefly excused to explain my vote?

         23                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: I have to tell

         25  you that the comments of Council Member Avella on
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          2  the process are very well taken. I am, you know, I

          3  do think that we ought to seriously consider those.

          4                 However, the merits of what is being

          5  done here, you know, let's not throw the baby out

          6  with the bathwater. I think Councilman Avella, and

          7  Council Member Felder have spoken to an issue that

          8  we really do need to discuss, but that doesn't mean

          9  that a bill that is going to address a serious

         10  problem I know I have in my district, where

         11  pedestrians in many cases cannot traverse their own

         12  sidewalk, sometimes even on  a residential street,

         13  because the commercial property is at the corner,

         14  and they bend around with their stands, and people

         15  can't get down the block and they have the garbage

         16  from it. DOT is not policing it. That we throw out a

         17  bill that we need to pass because it's going to

         18  affect those constituents who deserve that relief.

         19                 I am concerned about the issues that

         20  Councilman Avella raised, and they are well taken.

         21  And I went over to Council Member Liu to ask him

         22  about this vote during the meeting so I could be

         23  fully informed on the bill, and that's not the way

         24  it should work, but that doesn't mean that we should

         25  vote against something that we should be doing.
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          2                 So, I vote aye on all.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Foster.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Aye on all.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gallagher.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Madam

          7  Public Advocate, may I have unanimous consent to

          8  vote in the affirmative on all Land Use Call-Ups,

          9  please?

         10                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Yes.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Today I'm

         12  going to be voting aye on all Coupled General

         13  Orders; with the exception of Intro. 593-A, which I

         14  will be voting no.

         15                 Intro. 186-A, which I will be voting

         16  no.

         17                 Intro. 594-A, which I will be voting

         18  no.

         19                 Intro. 615-A, which I will be voting

         20  no.

         21                 And I will be abstaining on 699.

         22                 Thank you, Madam Public Advocate.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gennaro.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Aye.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gentile.
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          2                 (No response.)

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gerson.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Madam Public

          5  Advocate, may I be temporarily excused to explain my

          6  vote?

          7                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: The vote on

          9  186-A is the end of a long journey, in fact, the end

         10  of Chapter 1 of a long journey to fight for

         11  affordable housing. But it is appropriate that I

         12  acknowledge those who contributed so much to the

         13  enactment of this important statute.

         14                 As I mentioned earlier, our Speaker,

         15  yourself, Madam Public Advocate, all of our

         16  colleagues, who have supported this bill from whom

         17  input has been received, the Mitchell-Lama Committee

         18  of the Office of Borough President C. Virginia

         19  Fields.

         20                 Also, the team at my district office

         21  led by Dirk McCall, Solomon Turkell, Luis Reyes,

         22  Tammy Toe, most recently Peter Pastor, all of our

         23  star interns have worked on this, and the City

         24  Council central staff, we take for granted their

         25  outstanding professionalism, as epitomized by Terzah
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          2  Nasser, Freddie Kaplan, Jeff Haberman, Marcel Van

          3  Ooyen and David Pechefsky.

          4                 The independent experts, professors,

          5  Paul Francisi of Seton Hall, and Tom Merrill of

          6  Columbia University, who have demonstrated

          7  convincingly that this bill is not only sound

          8  policy, but constitutional and legal policy.

          9                 But with all respect to all else,

         10  most of all, this bill is dedicated to the people in

         11  the galleries present today, and the many

         12  hard-working committee New Yorkers, children and

         13  retirees whom they represent, as representative by

         14  their organization, Tenants and Neighbors, GOALS,

         15  UHAV, A&HD, the AFL-CIO Housing Investment Fund,

         16  Asian Americans for Equality, Legal Services and

         17  Legal Aid, the many tenant associations, such as 210

         18  Stanton Street, and their outstanding leader, in the

         19  time remaining just a few, Mike McGee, Dina Levy,

         20  Bonnie Williams, Marie Christopher, Andy Richter,

         21  Frank Lane, Jill Carlitides, Carol Nixon, Frank

         22  Tebinski, and to all of you who live in Section 8's

         23  rental Mitchell-Lamas, and other affordable housing,

         24  you make the City great. This is for you. We're

         25  going to keep our City adverse and affordable.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gioia.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: Yes.

          4  Emphatically.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gonzalez.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER GONZALEZ: Aye on all.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jackson.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Aye on all.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: James.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: Madam Public

         11  Advocate, may I be excused to explain my vote?

         12                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: In regards to

         14  Intro. 186 --

         15                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Quiet,

         16  please.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: In regards to

         18  Intro. 186, the New York City Health Care Security

         19  Act, it's precedent-setting legislation. This bill

         20  will open the door for the potential expansion and

         21  protection of Health Care workers for thousands of

         22  workers in the service industries, and I applaud

         23  tenants and neighbors and I applaud all of the

         24  advocates who are responsible for this enactment.

         25                 Health care and housing is not a

                                                            69

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  privilege but a right in New York City.

          3                 And with respect to Councilman

          4  DeBlasio, who has led the fight to overturn the veto

          5  with respect to food stamps, the large, the fastest

          6  and the largest group of individuals who are living

          7  in shelters living in New York City, ladies and

          8  gentlemen, are children, children who go to sleep

          9  hungry.

         10                 It's really important that we provide

         11  and expand access to food stamps for children and

         12  for the poor of the City of New York who are often

         13  overlooked and ignored.

         14                 And with respect to the 186, the

         15  right of first refusal, to all of my constituents in

         16  Tivoli Towers, in Ebbetts Field, and all

         17  Mitchell-Lama complexes, the landlords are opting

         18  out of their program, this piece of legislation will

         19  go a long way to preserve affordable housing in the

         20  City of New York, and preserve diversity in the City

         21  of New York.

         22                 And, so, I congratulate this body

         23  moving forward, and vetoing all of these pieces of

         24  legislation, and today this is a fine day.

         25                 I'm voting aye with the exception of
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          2  699. I am abstaining on 699. I vote aye.

          3                 Thank you.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gallagher.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Madam

          6  Public Advocate, after having a conversation with

          7  the bill's sponsor on 699-A, 699, I'd like to change

          8  my vote from an abstention to the affirmative on

          9  699.

         10                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

         11  Council member. So ordered.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Katz.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Madam Public

         14  Advocate, to explain my vote?

         15                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: I'd like to

         17  congratulate -- I vote aye on all the legislation

         18  today, and I'd like to comment, number one, on the

         19  Mitchell-Lama bills. You know, we have spent

         20  thousands of hours trying to create affordable

         21  housing here in the City of New York, the entire

         22  body, the Land Use Committee, the Speaker, are

         23  working with the Mayor to make sure we create

         24  affordable housing, and that's years to come and we

         25  look forward to that housing being built. This is a
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          2  way to create affordable housing, and make sure

          3  people have a place to live with their pride and

          4  ownership right now, here and now in the City of New

          5  York.

          6                 So, I applaud Councilman Gerson and

          7  all the advocates to make sure that the

          8  Mitchell-Lama housing remains intact.

          9                 I'd also like to congratulate Council

         10  Member Christine Quinn on the Health Care Security

         11  Act.

         12                 You know, I think it's funny, this

         13  City Council had been involved with the fight

         14  against Walmart, and that is what it's been compared

         15  to in a lot of the newspapers throughout the City,

         16  that this is a similar fight, and I just believe

         17  that if the companies would spend half as much time

         18  and energy on making sure that, on their employees,

         19  as they do trying to stop our legislation, the City

         20  would be a much better place. You give fair benefits

         21  to employees, you give health care benefits to

         22  employees, it creates better workers, it creates

         23  happier workers, it creates healthier workers, and

         24  they should focus on dealing with the issues that

         25  people deserve these things when they go to work for
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          2  a company. They should truly focus their energy on

          3  making sure that they bring those services to their

          4  employees, and New York City will have, they'll be

          5  surprised how quickly New York City opens their arms

          6  to those types of businesses.

          7                 I vote aye on all.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Koppell.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Madam Public

         10  Advocate, if I may explain my vote?

         11                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: I would ask

         13  members of the Council to pretend that they are a

         14  small merchant running a fruit stand, and then

         15  applying for a license renewal. In order to get that

         16  renewal, they have to get from the DOT the

         17  following, and I'm quoting from the bill:

         18                 "The Department of Transportation

         19  shall conduct an on-site analysis of pedestrian

         20  traffic volume and prepare a report on its findings.

         21                 The report shall contain the data

         22  used to reach its conclusion attest to the

         23  Department of Transportation's determination that

         24  such stoopline stand would not have an adverse

         25  effect on pedestrian safety, nor pose an obstruction
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          2  to the free use of the sidewalk, and describe the

          3  methodology used to make its determination. Then

          4  this Commissioner shall forward a copy of the

          5  application to every Department of Transportation"

          6  -- I'm sorry "...and the applicable report to each

          7  Council member." We're going to be getting

          8  these"...and to the community board" which is going

          9  to get it as well.

         10                 Now, you're a small merchant and you

         11  want to run your fruit and vegetable business, and

         12  this stand you've had perhaps for ten years or 15

         13  years, you have to go through this rigmarole, which

         14  the Department of Transportation testified today,

         15  they don't have the personnel to do.

         16                 So, there's going to be a big

         17  backlog.

         18                 How we can do this -- when for the

         19  most part there are no problems. No problems in my

         20  district that I know of. The Department of

         21  Transportation urged in the hearing today that the

         22  sponsor of this bill amended to provide that when

         23  they get a complaint, that then they have to come

         24  and do this analysis. But if they have to do it for

         25  every license renewal, and there are over 2,000
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          2  stands, there will be a tremendous block, a

          3  bottleneck, and these little merchants may be told

          4  they have to take down their sidewalk stands that

          5  are important to their business.

          6                 You know, we've been trying to make

          7  life easier for small business. Now we're making

          8  life more difficult for small business, the opposite

          9  of what the State Legislature and this Council have

         10  been trying to do for years.

         11                 It makes no sense.

         12                 Madam Public Advocate, I vote aye on

         13  all measures on General Order Calendar, with the

         14  exception of 699, on which I vote no.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lanza.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER LANZA: I vote no on

         17  Intros 593-A, 594-A, 615-A, 186-A, 468-A, and aye on

         18  the rest.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Liu.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Madam Public

         21  Advocate, may I be excused to explain my vote?

         22                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: I vote yes on all

         24  items on the General Order.

         25                 With regard to Intro. 699, the intent
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          2  here is certainly not to make life difficult for

          3  small businesses.

          4                 In fact, we are all champions of the

          5  small businesses of New York City. The bill's intent

          6  and result is simply to make life safer for anybody

          7  who walks on New York City sidewalks.

          8                 The Department of Transportation

          9  simply has not paid enough attention to ensuring

         10  that our sidewalks are available for the free and

         11  safe passage of pedestrians. That's what this bill

         12  is all about.

         13                 And in fact, there are so many other

         14  areas that the Department of Transportation already

         15  currently engages in analyzing.

         16                 For example, newstands. For example,

         17  newsracks. For example, sidewalk cafes. All of those

         18  are already -- all of those already undergo a

         19  similar type of review process. The review process

         20  that's envisioned by my bill, 699, which I'm very

         21  proud of, is a more streamlined, it is not as simple

         22  as what the current procedure is, simply because the

         23  DOT doesn't do anything with regard to the current

         24  procedure, even though it is already required by

         25  current law.
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          2                 So, what we're doing is spelling out

          3  exactly what we think they need to do.

          4                 Number one, send someone out to go

          5  take a look at the location. And number two, look at

          6  the volume of pedestrians and make sure that the

          7  stand will not obstruct the free passage of

          8  pedestrians.

          9                 It's all about pedestrian safety on

         10  our sidewalks.

         11                 Thank you.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lopez.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: Permission to

         14  explain my vote?

         15                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: Permission to

         17  go in the Land Use items? May I do that now?

         18                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: I vote aye on

         20  all of those items.

         21                 I want first the most congratulate

         22  Council Member Alan Gerson for the incredible work

         23  that he had done, in preserving Section 8 of

         24  Mitchell-Lama housing.

         25                 And I do not understand why the Mayor
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          2  had vetoed this particular legislation when the

          3  Mayor has made a major announcement that he was

          4  going to protect Mitchell-Lama and Section 8

          5  housing?

          6                 This particular bill will go a long

          7  way to do that.

          8                 Then on that I want to make clear

          9  that Council Member Gerson is doing a magnificent

         10  job and protecting Section 8 and Section and

         11  Mitchell-Lama is what we should be doing.

         12                 Now, I am very saddened by what I

         13  have to do right now.

         14                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Quiet,

         15  please. I can't hear.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: I have a bill

         17  in this house to make taxis accessible to disabled

         18  people.

         19                 I have a bill that have not been

         20  given a chance. I have a bill that no hearings have

         21  been given.

         22                 Today I witness 699 bill being put

         23  forward with an inappropriate process done. It's

         24  going to be approved in this house, it's going to

         25  harm merchants in Chinatown. It's going to harm
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          2  merchants all over the City. But the people with

          3  disabilities that deserve to have access to yellow

          4  taxis have not had a single hearing yet.

          5                 We have this bill in this house.

          6  Today is the last day that we're going to have a

          7  hearing before the primary election on September

          8  13th. Why this bill 699 is being passed in this

          9  house today go without my understanding, when people

         10  with disabilities have not been given a chance, not

         11  even to have a hearing and have access to yellow

         12  taxis? What is this about? This is wrong. I vote no

         13  on 699, and shame on this house who have done this

         14  today.

         15                 Thank you.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Monserrate.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Madam

         18  Public Advocate, permission to explain my vote?

         19                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: First and

         21  foremost, I want to echo and support my colleague

         22  Margarita Lopez in her statements. I vote no on 699.

         23  I believe that it is a negative impact to small

         24  businesses and green grocers throughout our City.

         25                 I also want to state that recently at
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          2  some hearings the Commissioner of the Department of

          3  Transportation stated that a parking meters bill was

          4  a public safety hazard, and I take exception to

          5  anyone, including members of this body, when they

          6  use loosely the terms public safety in an effort to

          7  further their bills.

          8                 We need to be very careful when we

          9  talk about public safety, and ensure that we don't

         10  use that term too loosely. I vote no and aye on the

         11  rest.

         12                 Thank you very much.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Moskowitz.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER MOSKOWITZ: Madam

         15  Public Advocate, may I have permission to vote on

         16  all Land Use?

         17                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER MOSKOWITZ: I vote aye

         19  on all. Thank you very much.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Nelson.

         21                 (No response.)

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Perkins.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Thank you

         24  very much.

         25                 Aye on all.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Provenzano.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: I vote no

          4  on 593-A, no on 594-A, no on 615-A, and I would also

          5  like to be able to explain my vote on 699.

          6                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: I happen

          8  to think it's a good piece of legislation, but

          9  having listened to my colleagues here this

         10  afternoon, and listening to their opposition, my

         11  colleague Margarita Lopez makes an excellent point,

         12  I know how hard she's worked on her bill, and I do

         13  question why this particular bill was given, or this

         14  particular sponsor was given special consideration

         15  by having this bill preconsidered.

         16                 I vote no. And yes on everything

         17  else.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Quinn.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: May I be

         20  excused to explain my vote?

         21                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: I want to add

         23  my voice to those congratulating Council Member

         24  Gerson for his tremendous leadership on the Tenant

         25  Empowerment Act. It's a great day, not just for
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          2  Mitchell-Lama tenants, but for all tenants in this

          3  City.

          4                 And I also want to thank Council

          5  Member Gioia and Council Member DeBlasio for their

          6  hard work on expanding the food stamp program.

          7                 I want to thank my colleagues for

          8  their support of the Health Care Security Act, I

          9  want to thank the staff and coalition members who

         10  have worked hard on that, Laura Popa, the Speaker's

         11  staff, the Brennan Center for Law and Social

         12  Justice, NYU, Jobs With Justice Coalition, the

         13  Health Committee staff, David Pristin, Josh Aaronson

         14  and Jeremy Hoffman, Jake Richards in my office.

         15                 I want to thank our partners in

         16  labor, UFCW, first and foremost, RWDSU, the Central

         17  Labor Council, the Mason Tenders, the Carpenters,

         18  the Painters, 32BJ and the other members of the

         19  Coalition.

         20                 And I very happily today vote aye on

         21  all in support of tenants and workers.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Recchia.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Yes. May I

         24  have permission to vote on the Land Use Call-Ups?

         25                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: And I vote

          3  aye. I just want to say, comment to explain my vote

          4  on 699.

          5                 You know, I sit here --

          6                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Quiet,

          7  please. I can't hear.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: -- And I hear

          9  people saying --

         10                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Quiet.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: -- I hear my

         12  colleagues saying why was this bill moved so quick

         13  and problems with the way it was moved.

         14                 You know what? Maybe some of you,

         15  maybe some of you my colleagues should see. Because

         16  when the clients come into my office because they

         17  tripped and fell with a broken hip, or they

         18  fractured their skull because these store owners are

         19  out on the street with vendors and nobody wants to

         20  do anything about it.

         21                 What do we say to those people?

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: That's how you

         23  make your money.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: What do we

         25  say to -- that's right. But no money can make up to
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          2  the old lady who fractured their hip. And that's why

          3  we're moving this bill real quick, is to protect the

          4  people who walk daily on the avenues so they could

          5  shop free of obstructions, and know that they can't

          6  break their leg.

          7                 And you know what? The Administration

          8  fought so hard to redo the sidewalk bill because

          9  there were so many lawsuits, they should be with us

         10  and joining with this bill, because it could save

         11  them money. And for them to enforce it, it should be

         12  not a problem, because they could prevent hazardous

         13  accidents from happening.

         14                 So, all of my colleagues, maybe you

         15  should see the people that are getting injured, and

         16  maybe you should think twice before you vote no.

         17                 I vote aye.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reyna.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: I vote aye, and

         20  I just wanted to congratulate my colleague,

         21  Christine Quinn, for the Health Security Act.

         22  Six-thousand New Yorkers without health insurance is

         23  no way to live in the City of New York as rising

         24  cost of health, living, housing, and whatnot, it's

         25  difficult enough. And, so, in protecting 6,000 plus
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          2  New Yorkers, I congratulate her, and the legislation

          3  on 699-A is already part of the process that should

          4  be enforced, and we're just doing our job by making

          5  sure that the Department of Transportation is going

          6  to do due diligence in approving a lot of the

          7  stoopline use of sidewalk.

          8                 And I had an advocate who was

          9  opposing this legislation call our office and tell

         10  us we like the way the process is now, don't let

         11  them enforce this law.

         12                 That is not the way we do business in

         13  the City of New York.

         14                 Thank you.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sanders.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Madam Public

         17  Advocate, permission to explain my vote?

         18                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: I want to

         20  congratulate the Council as a whole for some very

         21  progressive legislation that has come out on the

         22  issues of tenant rights, expanding health care for

         23  all New Yorkers and making sure that everyone can

         24  eat, and that is a question of food stamps, of

         25  course.
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          2                 I want to commend all of those who

          3  have played a role in that -- and I think that this

          4  is a great day. As a disabled veteran, let me also

          5  commend, Madam Lopez, Council Member Lopez, for her

          6  great work, and I encourage this body to move that

          7  forward.

          8                 I vote yes to all.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Seabrook.

         10                 (No response.)

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sears.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Permission to

         13  explain my vote?

         14                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Madam Public

         16  Advocate, thank you.

         17                 I would like to just make a comment

         18  on Intro. 699.

         19                 I've heard a lot of comments about

         20  that, and the merchants, no one in this --

         21                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Quiet,

         22  please.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: No one in this

         24  Chamber, and certainly not I, we have fought for the

         25  small business community, and when you hear the word
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          2  safety, there is an issue here. There wouldn't be

          3  necessary to have Intro. 699 if the law was obeyed.

          4  The fact of the matter is, and why the safety issue

          5  comes in, is because the law is not obeyed. Those

          6  post boards, they're out in the middle of the

          7  sidewalk. People cannot cross. If they were in

          8  compliance with the existing laws, there would be no

          9  need for this. And Councilman Recchia was absolutely

         10  right, the elderly walk our streets and our business

         11  community. There are road blocks, you can't cross

         12  the street.

         13                 The fact is we must address quality

         14  of life. Everything we do here is quality of life,

         15  health, et cetera.

         16                 This is a quality of life issue. We

         17  can't pick and choose what's acceptable and what

         18  isn't. When you break the law, you break the law.

         19  And we don't pick and choose what's right and what's

         20  wrong. And it's our responsibility in this Chamber

         21  to see that we correct the wrongs.

         22                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Quiet,

         23  please.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: I vote aye on

         25  all.
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          2                 Thank you.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Stewart.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: May I be

          5  excused to explain my vote?

          6                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: First of all,

          8  I would like to thank the leadership, Christine

          9  Quinn, on the Health Security Act bill.

         10                 First of all, this is a step in the

         11  right direction for most of these folks who work in

         12  that industry, are immigrants, and it's a way of

         13  protecting them in terms of getting them some form

         14  of insurance.

         15                 And, secondly, I believe that with

         16  the sidewalk issue, someone needs to take an

         17  interest to protect our seniors, and I vote aye on

         18  all, making sure that seniors are being protected

         19  and immigrants are being protected.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vallone.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: I was going

         22  to vote yes on 699 as a sponsor, until Domenic

         23  Recchia convinced me it's actually part of a trial

         24  lawyers' plot. Now I'm very confused.

         25                 I actually will continue to vote yes
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          2  on that. I vote aye on all others, except 594-A and

          3  615-A, which I abstain.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vann.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: May I be excused

          6  to explain my vote?

          7                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: First of all,

          9  I'd like to be recorded in the affirmative of all

         10  Land Use Call-Ups, and I'd like to commend this

         11  Council for the progressive action they continue to

         12  take, today in particular, Gerson for the Tenant

         13  Empowerment, Brother DeBlasio for the full

         14  utilization of the food stamp program, very

         15  important, and of course, Council Member Quinn for

         16  the Health Care Security Act, ongoing examples of

         17  the work this Council does, I'm very proud to serve

         18  with them.

         19                 As to 699, I have great respect for

         20  John Liu and the work he's been doing, he's chairing

         21  our committee, and I'm going out on faith. I'm going

         22  to vote yes. There may be some questions about

         23  process. There's no question in my mind about John

         24  Liu, and because of that I'm going to vote yes on

         25  699, and aye on all other items before us.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Weprin.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Aye on all.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Yassky.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: May I have

          6  unanimous consent to vote on Land Use Call-Ups?

          7                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: I would like

          9  to vote yes on all Land Use Call-Ups.

         10                 And I would like to vote yes on all

         11  items, except for Intro. 699, on which I would vote

         12  no, and if I may explain my vote?

         13                 First, I just would like to

         14  congratulate and thank really my colleagues Quinn,

         15  Gerson and DeBlasio for the truly, truly significant

         16  piece of legislation that they have given me the

         17  opportunity to vote on today. So, thank you for

         18  that.

         19                 And on 699, my concern is that the

         20  many fruit stands and vegetable stands are in

         21  neighborhoods that are of value to my constituents

         22  and have outdoor areas that it would be difficult

         23  for them to continue to maintain those if they have

         24  to wait for the Department of Transportation to come

         25  out and get and approve them.
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          2                 I recognize, I would say to the

          3  sponsor of the bill, I recognize the concern that's

          4  being raised, and if there is a record in the

          5  future, if there's a record to be made of,

          6  complaints to be made to the Department of

          7  Transportation about specific fruit stands that

          8  violate the existing rule on obstructing traffic and

          9  a lack of enforcement, if there truly is refusal to

         10  enforce, then I think this is something we would

         11  have to take up, and I would be open to supporting a

         12  bill like this in the future, if there is a record

         13  like that. But without it, I don't want to flip the

         14  burden around and put the burden on the fruit stands

         15  to get approval, rather than on the government to go

         16  enforce.

         17                 So, I vote no on 699 and aye on all

         18  others.

         19                 Thank you.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Oddo.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: I vote no on

         22  Intro. 593-A, 594-A, 615-A, 186-A and yes on all

         23  others.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Rivera.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA:  I vote aye.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Speaker Mr. Miller.

          3                 SPEAKER MILLER:  Aye.

          4                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: We have to

          5  read the language for the veto override. We did not

          6  do it earlier.

          7                 Concerning the following

          8  introductions, Intro. 593-A, 594-A, 615-A and 186-A,

          9  shall these bills pass the objection of the Mayor

         10  notwithstanding.

         11                 All items on today's General Order

         12  calendar were adopted by a vote of 47 in the

         13  affirmative, zero in the negative and zero

         14  abstentions, with the exception of Intro. 593-A,

         15  which is adopted by a vote of 43 in the affirmative,

         16  four in the negative, zero abstentions, and Intro.

         17  594-A, which is adopted by a vote of 43 in the

         18  affirmative, four in the negative, zero abstentions;

         19  and Intro. 625-A, which was adopted by a vote of 42

         20  in the affirmative, four in the negative, one

         21  abstention; and preconsidered Intro. 699, which was

         22  adopted by a vote of 36 in the affirmative, nine in

         23  the negative and two abstentions; and Intro. 186-A,

         24  which was adopted by a vote of 44 in the

         25  affirmative, three in the negative, zero
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          2  abstentions; and Intro. 468-A, which was adopted by

          3  46 in the affirmative, one in the negative and zero

          4  abstentions.

          5                 The revised Land Use Call-Up vote is

          6  47 in the affirmative, zero negative.

          7                 Thank you.

          8                 Thank you.

          9                 Introduction and Reading of Bills,

         10  please.

         11                 SPEAKER MILLER: All items are

         12  referred to the Committee has indicated on the

         13  schedule.

         14                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Discussion

         15  of resolutions.

         16                 SPEAKER MILLER: My colleagues, today

         17  we are considering a resolution which attempts to

         18  restore democracy to the people of the City of New

         19  York.

         20                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Quiet,

         21  please.

         22                 SPEAKER MILLER: More than 70,000 New

         23  Yorkers passed, or rather signed petitions to ask

         24  for the opportunity to vote on the question of class

         25  sizes in our City.
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          2                 The sad fact is this: New York's

          3  schools fail 550,000 kids every day. Five-hundred

          4  and fifty-thousand. And one of the main reasons is

          5  that we don't give kids a chance at success. Not the

          6  same chance they get in the suburbs.

          7                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Quiet,

          8  please.

          9                 SPEAKER MILLER: When we have classes

         10  that exceed 34 kids in a class, in comparison to

         11  statewide averages that are ten or 11 students less

         12  than that; when teachers are struggling to maintain

         13  order in classrooms that are bursting at the seams,

         14  we're not making the commitment that we should be

         15  making to our City's kids.

         16                 And the question here is whether or

         17  not this Administration will allow tens of thousands

         18  of New Yorkers who just want a chance at having

         19  their voices heard on class size to have that

         20  chance.

         21                 This resolution that we consider

         22  today supports the referendum and says to this

         23  Administration and for all New Yorkers, smaller

         24  class sizes work. And giving people a chance to have

         25  a voice is the right thing to do in this democracy.
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          2                 I urge you to support this

          3  resolution.

          4                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          5  Member Jackson.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Thank you,

          7  Madam Public Advocate.

          8                 My colleagues, I rise today and ask

          9  you to support this resolution put forward by the

         10  small class size coalition.

         11                 As a member of the task force that

         12  was established by the City Council, we held

         13  hearings all over the City, and let me tell you, in

         14  Staten Island, it's atrocious the class size at the

         15  high schools there.

         16                 I am an honorary Staten Islander, and

         17  as a result of that, I speak for all of the people

         18  on Staten Island, and I know that they want small

         19  class sizes. And as a member of the City Council

         20  representing District 6, the most overcrowded

         21  district in the City of New York, that's a huge

         22  issue there and everywhere.

         23                 And, so on behalf of all of New

         24  Yorkers, and especially the 70,000 plus that asked

         25  to have a say in this particular matter, I ask all

                                                            95

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  of my colleagues on the voice vote a unanimous yes

          3  on behalf of the children of New York City and small

          4  class sizes.

          5                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Seeing

          6  nobody else, vote on the resolution.

          7                 All in favor?

          8                 Opposed?

          9                 Adopted.

         10                 General Discussion.

         11                 Council Member Gennaro.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Madam Public

         13  Advocate, colleagues, today I'm putting forward

         14  legislation, Intro. 697, with Council Member Quinn,

         15  legislation to raise the legal age to buy tobacco in

         16  New York City from 18 years to 19 years.

         17                 The need for this legislation is

         18  summarized by the following stunning statistic:

         19  Every day approximately 40 New York City school

         20  children start smoking, 13 of whom will eventually

         21  die from addiction.

         22                 Clearly, this City still needs to do

         23  more to fight to keep tobacco out of the hands of

         24  our children. Efforts to fight under-age tobacco

         25  use, however, are often frustrated by a simple

                                                            96

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  loophole, school children can get their cigarettes

          3  from their 18 year old high school classmates.

          4  Raising the City's legal age for buying tobacco to

          5  19 will close this loophole, and as part of a

          6  multifacted prevention and control strategy, it will

          7  work.

          8                 Three states have raised the legal

          9  limit from 18 to 19, and according to the CDC, in

         10  those states teenage smoking has gone down.

         11                 In May Suffolk County became the

         12  first county in the State to raise the age to

         13  tobacco to 19.

         14                 Rockland County passed similar

         15  legislation last month. Nassau County is thinking

         16  about it, and New York State is also considering it.

         17                 I think if we move it here in New

         18  York City, we can prompt the State to move on it.

         19  And so I believe it is time to add this tool to our

         20  arsenal.

         21                 I would like to thank Council Member

         22  Quinn for her support, and I urge all of my

         23  colleagues to join me in supporting Intro. 697.

         24  Thank you.

         25                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council
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          2  Member Seabrook.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Thank you

          4  very much, Madam Public Advocate.

          5                 I have a call today to all men, all

          6  men, this is a call that on September 8th, the first

          7  day of school, we're asking that all men be

          8  responsible for taking their sons and daughters,

          9  nieces and nephew, or any child to school on the

         10  first day of school.

         11                 And so it is important that we send a

         12  message that males are involved.

         13                 And I also might add that black males

         14  in particular need to be at these schools as well on

         15  the first day of school.

         16                 So, I have a call to the Councilmen,

         17  that I'm going to be dropping a sign-up sheet so

         18  that you can enlist to have your name on the roll as

         19  being a man who will take a child to school on the

         20  first day of school.

         21                 I've spoken to the Speaker and a

         22  number of us have agreed to do this.

         23                 I will be coming by, dropping this

         24  off, at all men. Whether you have a child in school

         25  or not, we want you to be there on the first day of
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          2  school to send the message so that men will take on

          3  the responsibility of children so that they will see

          4  real role models in school.

          5                 So, this is not just for a million

          6  men march for black men, this is for all men. All

          7  men. So, I assume that everybody considers

          8  themselves a real stand-up man on the first day of

          9  school.

         10                 Thank you very much, Madam.

         11                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         12  Member Barron.

         13                 Council Member Nelson.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Thank you,

         15  Madam Public Advocate.

         16                 Seguaying from Council Member

         17  Seabrook's remarks, getting a child to school, I

         18  don't know if many people understand this or know

         19  this, but if a school bus is delayed or God forbid

         20  there was an accident, and you don't know where the

         21  school bus is, and there is not a communication

         22  device in that bus, you won't hear what's happening

         23  with your child for some time.

         24                 This surprises a lot of people. So,

         25  702, I draw my colleagues' attention, so that
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          2  they're not presently conferring with Father

          3  Seabrook --

          4                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Quiet,

          5  please.

          6                 Quiet, please.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Okay, that 702

          8  would mandate either a cell phone, only for

          9  emergency use, a two-way radio or a tracking device

         10  in all of the school buses of the City so we will

         11  know where that bus is.

         12                 It would put a lot of pain out of

         13  parents' hearts when they are not sure where their

         14  children are.

         15                 When they go to school, the

         16  approximately 180,000 school children each day going

         17  and coming, we will be in touch, in contact, or if

         18  there is a tracking device, know just where that

         19  school bus is in case there was even something more

         20  sinister than just a tire breaking down.

         21                 So, Intro. 702, my colleagues, to

         22  sign onto.

         23                 Thank you, Madam Public Advocate.

         24                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         25  Member James.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: I would hope

          3  that we would end the City Council in honor of the

          4  late John Johnson, who was the publisher of the Jet

          5  and Ebony Magazine. He single-handedly changed the

          6  public image of black Americans in this nation. And,

          7  so, I would hope that we would end this City Council

          8  in his honor.

          9                 Let me also bring to the attention of

         10  my colleagues, Intro. 698.

         11                 As most of you know, the United

         12  States Supreme Court, in the case of Kahlo v. New

         13  London, basically rules that private land can be

         14  seized by government and transferred to another

         15  private owner for private development.

         16                 The court explicitly stated their

         17  belief that this is a state issue and encourage

         18  states and municipalities to deal with this issue on

         19  a state-by-state and city-by-city and

         20  locality-by-locality basis.

         21                 Today I have introduced legislation

         22  which would basically correct that injustice. I join

         23  with Assemblyman Richard Brodsky, Senator John

         24  DeFrancesco, Congresswoman Maxine Waters, Senator

         25  John Conran, Senator John Sessinbrenner, and others
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          2  across this nation, states such as Utah, Florida,

          3  Texas, Nevade, cities such as San Diego, Santa Fe,

          4  Bridgeport and the list goes on and on and on. A

          5  groundswell of support across this nation in

          6  response to a wrong decision by the United States

          7  Supreme Court.

          8                 And I would ask that my colleagues

          9  sign onto this precedent-setting legislation today

         10  and stop the end to the abuse of eminent domain and

         11  stand up for private property rights.

         12                 Thank you very much.

         13                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         14  Member Comrie.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Madam Public

         16  Advocate, I'd like to rise today to bring members'

         17  attention to Intro. 695, which is being introduced

         18  by me today, which is a local law which would amend

         19  the Administrative Code of this City of New York, in

         20  relation to requiring compensation to property

         21  owners for damage to the loss of private property or

         22  property owned by the City from work undertaken by

         23  the City of New York.

         24                 There have been numerous incidents in

         25  my community and throughout the City where the
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          2  private property of homeowners are damaged by

          3  contractors while they're working on roads, sewers

          4  or utilities from their cars, from their sidewalk

          5  being broken up, trees being knocked down

          6  inadvertently, which have devastated their property,

          7  and there are some procedures in place to compensate

          8  these homeowners, anecdotal reports from the

          9  community board and other sources relate that the

         10  time for compensation is very long and in many cases

         11  the homeowners have to get legal assistance to gain

         12  funds for compensatory damages that have already

         13  been articulated.

         14                 The local law does allow the City

         15  Comptroller's office to compensate a property owner

         16  for personal damage, but there are many problems

         17  when the Comptroller does not admit the damage is

         18  the City's fault.

         19                 This local law would mandate

         20  procedural changes that would expedite payment to

         21  aggrieved homeowners and would mandate stipulations

         22  in City contract in terms of compensation.

         23                 In other words, there would be built

         24  into the contracts from DEC, DEP or whatever, what

         25  the compensation would be for homeowners when they
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          2  were damaged by City employees or people under

          3  temporary City employees for damage to their

          4  property while they're doing repairs.

          5                 I hope the members take this to heed,

          6  and we can get this passed quickly in this fall

          7  session to protect homeowners whose properties are

          8  inadvertently damaged while we're trying to repair

          9  the City.

         10                 Thank you very much.

         11                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         12  Member Katz.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: I just wanted to

         14  take this opportunity to say happy birthday to Jay

         15  Bond, who decided to spend his birthday with us here

         16  today in the Chamber.

         17                 He's been with me ten years, he's a

         18  great guy, and we wish him all the best here from

         19  the City Council.

         20                 He just went outside to take a phone

         21  call. Wish him a happy birthday when he comes back

         22  in. Thank you.

         23                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         24  Member Yassky.

         25                 Happy birthday.
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          2                 Seeing nobody else, Council meeting

          3  is adjourned.

          4                 (Hearing concluded at 3:40 p.m.)
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          4

          5     STATE OF NEW YORK   )

          6     COUNTY OF NEW YORK  )

          7

          8

          9                 I, CINDY MILLELOT, a Certified

         10  Shorthand Reporter and Notary Public in and for the

         11  State of New York, do hereby certify that the

         12  foregoing is a true and accurate transcript of the

         13  within proceeding.

         14                 I further certify that I am not

         15  related to any of the parties to this action by

         16  blood or marriage, and that I am in no way

         17  interested in the outcome of this matter.

         18                 IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto

         19  set my hand this 17th day of August 2005.
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