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          1  COMMITTEE ON HEALTH

          2                 CHAIRPERSON QUINN: Good morning. My

          3  name is Christine Quinn, and I'm the Chair of the

          4  City Council's Health Committee, and we are having a

          5  meeting today on Intro. 468-A, the Health Care

          6  Security Act.

          7                 Prior to today's meeting we've had

          8  two public hearings on this bill. We will not be

          9  taking public testimony today, we will be voting on

         10  the bill. It will then go directly to the floor

         11  where the full Council will be voting on the bill.

         12                 Just to summarize quickly the bill,

         13  and then changes in the bill.

         14                 The Health Care Security Act was

         15  created and introduced in an effort to stop what

         16  some have dubbed the race to the bottom in the

         17  business world in this City, State and country. You

         18  know, right now there are numerous businesses out

         19  there that have people who are full-time workers who

         20  are not getting any or full health coverage for

         21  their full-time work, and that creates a situation

         22  which is obviously detrimental to those workers who

         23  do not get health coverage. But it is also

         24  detrimental to the businesses in those areas who

         25  have for years and years been doing the right thing
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          2  and offering their workers full health coverage,

          3  creates a scenario where these operators who are not

          4  operating with the best interest of their workers at

          5  mind can actually lower prices and in the end make

          6  more money by not cutting into their own profits and

          7  offering health insurance to their workers.

          8                 We want to today pass the Health Care

          9  Security Act, with a focus of the pilot initiative

         10  on the grocery industry in New York City, the

         11  industry which is certainly most at risk and most

         12  under attack by companies such as Walmart and others

         13  who are conducting and leading this race to the

         14  bottom. And we're literally seeing companies in

         15  other parts of the State and Country having

         16  full-time workers, and having the audacity, instead

         17  of offering insurance to bringing in the public

         18  health insurance programs, the Child Health Plus's,

         19  the Family Health Plus's, having them set up their

         20  vans and do registration for those insurance

         21  programs in the parking lot of these companies.

         22                 That's outrageous, first of all,

         23  because people should get health benefits for a

         24  full, if they are full-time and part-time workers.

         25                 Beyond that it's outrageous because
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          2  when you do that, taxpayers, like all of us, end up

          3  paying for part of that coverage.

          4                 And we've worked very, very hard in

          5  the Council to make sure programs like Family Health

          6  Plus and Child Health Plus were not cut by Governor

          7  Pataki when he wanted to cut them, and we worked

          8  hard to make it easier for people in need to get

          9  that coverage. But it is unfair for a company to use

         10  those important and limited resources of public

         11  health insurance, to use those as their corporate

         12  insurance programs, simply because they're not

         13  willing to cut into the money they are making.

         14                 It's unfair to workers, it's unfair

         15  to businesses who are doing the right thing, and

         16  perhaps most importantly, to me as a City Council

         17  member, it's unfair to the taxpayers of my district.

         18  Why should they subsidize companies who are not

         19  willing to provide health insurance to their

         20  workers.

         21                 So, I'm proud today that we're going

         22  to pass this bill. There are 6,000 workers in the

         23  grocery industry today in New York City who will be

         24  helped by this bill. Six-thousand New Yorkers who

         25  are working hard in the grocery industry and not
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          2  getting full health insurance for their hard day's

          3  work they are doing.

          4                 In addition, I think it sends a

          5  message to people who want to come into the City and

          6  do work without providing insurance, that we will

          7  not tolerate it.

          8                 And it says in this bill that if

          9  you're going to be a grocery in the City of New York

         10  of a certain size, you have to provide full health

         11  care benefits to your workers. Six-thousand people

         12  we will help immediately, and I hope send a chilling

         13  effect to people who want to come into the five

         14  boroughs, and don't want to provide health insurance

         15  in the grocery industry, they will no longer be able

         16  to do that.

         17                 I want to just before voting thank

         18  the staff of the Council who has worked very, very

         19  hard on this bill, in my office David Pristin and

         20  Jeremy Kauffman, and a big round of applause for

         21  Laura Popa who got this bill somewhat dumped on her

         22  as our former legislative counsel moved on and Laura

         23  has done a tremendous amount of work on this bill

         24  and really writing and rewriting it to make sure

         25  that the ERISA and other legal issues which might be
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          2  raised by opponents were addressed. We reworked the

          3  ERISA issue significantly. We believe we well

          4  overcome a legal challenge and it was really due to

          5  the work of Laura that we were able to do that, and

          6  I really want to thank her.

          7                 I also want to thank the folks of

          8  Jobs With Justice, at the Brennan Center for Law and

          9  Social Justice, at the Health Care Security Act

         10  Coalition, folks at the Central Labor Council and my

         11  good friends at the UFCW for their hard work on this

         12  bill.

         13                 That said, I would ask the clerk to

         14  call the roll.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Council Member Quinn.

         16                 CHAIRPERSON QUINN: You know -- aye.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Clarke.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Madam Chair,

         19  may I be excused to explain my vote?

         20                 CHAIRPERSON QUINN: Of course.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Let me

         22  congratulate you for keeping your eye on the prize.

         23                 I know that when this measure was

         24  initially introduced we had a very grand vision for

         25  what we could do as a legislative body to address
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          2  this issue which cuts across many different

          3  industries and that, you know, that was our hope.

          4                 We put a place marker in place today

          5  with respect to the Job Security Act and starting

          6  with this model in the grocery industry. I think

          7  it's extraordinary and certainly all New Yorkers

          8  will benefit as a result of what we do here today.

          9                 The cost to our overall society when

         10  enterprises that are making great profits because we

         11  utilize them for goods and services and don't see

         12  fit to treat their workers with the same level of

         13  respect that they treat their management and

         14  executives is not the way that we want to see this

         15  City do business.

         16                 And, so, today's measure really takes

         17  us where we need to be in terms of benchmarking how

         18  workers are to be treated here in the City of New

         19  York, particularly when they're employers are

         20  reaping such extraordinary profits and benefits from

         21  being here in the City of New York.

         22                 Having said that, I vote aye.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sears.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Permission to

         25  explain my vote.
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          2                 CHAIRPERSON QUINN: Yes, of course.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Thank you.

          4                 I wish to thank everyone involved in

          5  where we have come today with this bill. But I would

          6  also like to say that I know there are going to be

          7  people out there that don't think this is a very

          8  good bill. They're going to resist almost like

          9  having to tell people what they're to do with their

         10  employees.

         11                 I think we have to push that aside

         12  because it is government's responsibility to see

         13  that everyone has a quality of life and that is open

         14  to health care, and when there is an irresponsible

         15  employer who doesn't meet that obligation, then it

         16  behooves us to do so, and this is what we're doing

         17  with this bill today.

         18                 And for those I say who object to it

         19  and think it's going to cost a lot more money they

         20  can afford, well, when you expand your businesses,

         21  and there are ways to do that, you can meet the

         22  growing costs. And it's the right thing to do and

         23  there's a lot of assistance out there in the grocery

         24  business so that you can have that assistance to

         25  make your businesses grow. And that is what is
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          2  important.

          3                 We're doing the right thing for your

          4  employees, but there is also assistance out there to

          5  help those businesses meet their obligations.

          6                 I vote aye.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Stewart.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Madam Chair,

          9  may I be excused to explain my vote?

         10                 CHAIRPERSON QUINN: As a medical

         11  doctor we would never not let you speak at the

         12  Health Committee, Dr. Council Member Kendall

         13  Stewart.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Well, first

         15  of all, I must say thank you to the leadership in

         16  really forcing this issue forward and helping those

         17  underprivileged, and those folks who most of them

         18  might be immigrants who may not know how to charter

         19  the course. And, so, I want to thank you for your

         20  leadership in this role, and I vote aye on this

         21  issue.

         22                 Thank you.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: By a vote of four in

         24  the affirmative, zero in the negative and no

         25  abstentions, Introduction 468-A is adopted. Council
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          2  Members, please sign the Committee report. Thank

          3  you.

          4                 CHAIRPERSON QUINN: And I just want to

          5  say a couple final things. One, we're having a press

          6  conference on this at noon on the steps and I want

          7  to make sure all of my colleagues are invited to

          8  join us.

          9                 I forgot to thank Jake, our terrific

         10  intern, who was a big help on the bill, and I just

         11  want to echo the comments of Council Member Clarke,

         12  that this really is a placeholder, a pilot, and we

         13  will obviously go back and look at the other issues

         14  of other industries as we move forward.

         15                 That said, I thank everyone for their

         16  support and this Health Committee hearing is

         17  adjourned.

         18                 (Hearing concluded at 11:40 a.m.)

         19

         20

         21

         22

         23

         24

         25

                                                            11

          1

          2              CERTIFICATION

          3

          4

          5     STATE OF NEW YORK   )

          6     COUNTY OF NEW YORK  )

          7

          8

          9                 I, CINDY MILLELOT, a Certified

         10  Shorthand Reporter and Notary Public in and for the

         11  State of New York, do hereby certify that the

         12  foregoing is a true and accurate transcript of the

         13  within proceeding.

         14                 I further certify that I am not

         15  related to any of the parties to this action by

         16  blood or marriage, and that I am in no way

         17  interested in the outcome of this matter.

         18                 IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto

         19  set my hand this 17th day of August 2005.

         20

         21

         22

         23

         24

                                   ---------------------

         25                          CINDY MILLELOT, CSR.

                                                            12

          1

          2             C E R T I F I C A T I O N

          3

          4

          5

          6

          7

          8

          9            I, CINDY MILLELOT, a Certified Shorthand

         10  Reporter and a Notary Public in and for the State of

         11  New York, do hereby certify the aforesaid to be a

         12  true and accurate copy of the transcription of the

         13  audio tapes of this hearing.

         14

         15

         16

         17

         18

         19

         20

         21

         22

         23

         24                 -----------------------

                              CINDY MILLELOT, CSR.

         25

