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          1  SUBCOMMITTEE ON ZONING AND FRANCHISES

          2                 CHAIRPERSON AVELLA: Good morning,

          3  everyone. I'd like to call this meeting of the

          4  Subcommittee on Zoning and Franchises to order.

          5                 Joining me are Committee members

          6  Melinda Katz, Larry Seabrook, Al Vann, Christine

          7  Quinn.

          8                 We have one item on the agenda, and

          9  one item is being laid over. The Battery Park City

         10  Authority item is being laid over.

         11                 One other item on today's agenda is

         12  ULURP Nos 050281 through 050285, they're all

         13  related, which is an application by 1 York Property

         14  LLC. The applicant is here, and I would like to

         15  invite them up to testify.

         16                 And I see we've also been joined by

         17  Councilman Eric Gioia.

         18                 MR. SILLERMAN: Good morning, Mr.

         19  Chair.

         20                 I'm Michael Sillerman from Kramer

         21  Levin, counsel for the applicant Stan Perlman, who

         22  is sitting to my right.

         23                 This is an application for a series

         24  of special permits and a zoning text change that

         25  would enable the conversion expansion and community
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          2  facility occupancy of a building that's located at

          3  One York Street, which is the full block bounded by

          4  York, Avenue of the Americas, Canal Street, Laight

          5  Street and St. John's Lane. And if you see by

          6  reference to the next board, this is not one of the

          7  better urban stretches of the City. It's occupied by

          8  two small 19th Century buildings that has these kind

          9  of little gores of parking lots that were created

         10  when the Avenue was widened and a former party wall

         11  was demolished.

         12                 This application will enable a

         13  conversion and an expansion by the renowned

         14  architect Enrique Norton, to really upgrade the site

         15  to create a much greater sense of not only better

         16  use of the building by residential use, but better

         17  use at street level by putting retail in. I'll show

         18  you a night scene. If you look at the next board. So

         19  that we're replacing the parking lot along Sixth

         20  Avenue with retail.

         21                 The community facility text here will

         22  allow the Chinese-American Planning Council to have

         23  a permanent home in terms of a condo unit for its

         24  home attendant program and employment and training

         25  operations, and I think the application illustrates,
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          2  number one, the very good design that we're getting

          3  in New York.

          4                 Number two, the better reuse of older

          5  stock in the City, and number three, the ability to

          6  achieve this by the creative and the flexible use of

          7  the zoning resolution, which is occurring now based

          8  on the support that we're seeing both at the

          9  Community Planning Board level, the Planning

         10  Commission and the Council. This was an application

         11  that was supported by 36 to four at the community

         12  board, it was unanimously supported at the Planning

         13  Commission, and we respectfully ask for your support

         14  for these applications.

         15                 Thank you.

         16                 Oh, I should mention one other thing,

         17  that this building will also, by special permit,

         18  have in it the first automatic parking garage in the

         19  City for 37 spaces. We should probably get a board

         20  out that shows that.

         21                 The Planning Commission was pretty

         22  intrigued by that, because this is done very, very

         23  frequently in Europe, we haven't really had here in

         24  New York, and it's a real opportunity because the

         25  automated parking system allows a lot more spaces to
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          2  be put into a smaller space.

          3                 I'll be happy to answer any

          4  questions.

          5                 CHAIRPERSON AVELLA: You correctly

          6  pointed out that Council Member Gerson is in favor

          7  of the project. He's actually going to have I

          8  believe his Chief of Staff here to testify in favor.

          9  I don't see him.

         10                 Any questions from Committee members?

         11                 Seeing none, gentlemen, that's it.

         12                 MR. SILLERMAN: Thank you.

         13                 CHAIRPERSON AVELLA: As far as I can

         14  tell, there is no one signed up to speak from the

         15  public on this item. If there isn't, I will close

         16  the public hearing on this matter.

         17                 And I will ask Counsel to call the

         18  vote. Chair recommends approval.

         19                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: Chair Avella.

         20                 CHAIRPERSON AVELLA: Aye.

         21                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: Council Member

         22  Quinn.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: Aye.

         24                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: Council Member

         25  Gioia.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: I vote yes.

          3                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: Council Member

          4  Katz.

          5                 (No response.)

          6                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: Council Member

          7  Seabrook.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Yes.

          9                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: Council Member

         10  Vann.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Yes.

         12                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: The vote stands

         13  at five in the affirmative, none in the negative, no

         14  abstentions, and remains open.

         15                 CHAIRPERSON AVELLA: The other item on

         16  the agenda, Battery Park City, I may be meeting with

         17  their representatives later on today. We may have a

         18  special meeting of the Subcommittee before the Land

         19  Use Committee tomorrow, but I'll certainly let

         20  everybody know since we would be here anyway. There

         21  may be some issue with delaying it over to the next

         22  Subcommittee, so we may have a special meeting

         23  before the Land Use Committee tomorrow, but I'll let

         24  everybody know.

         25                 With that, that closes this meeting
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          2  of the Subcommittee on Zoning and Franchises.

          3                 (Hearing concluded at 9:52 a.m.)

          4                 CHAIRPERSON AVELLA: I'd like to call

          5  on Council Member Katz for her vote.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Aye.

          7                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: The vote stands

          8  at six in the affirmative, no abstentions and none

          9  in the negative.

         10                 CHAIRPERSON AVELLA: And that

         11  officially closes this meeting on the Subcommittee

         12  on Zoning and Franchises.

         13                 In the eventuality that we may come

         14  back for Battery Park City tomorrow, I am recessing

         15  this meeting of the Subcommittee on Zoning and

         16  Franchises.

         17                 (Hearing recessed at 9:52 a.m.)
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          2              CERTIFICATION

          3

          4

          5     STATE OF NEW YORK   )

          6     COUNTY OF NEW YORK  )

          7

          8

          9                 I, CINDY MILLELOT, a Certified

         10  Shorthand Reporter and Notary Public in and for the

         11  State of New York, do hereby certify that the

         12  foregoing is a true and accurate transcript of the

         13  within proceeding.

         14                 I further certify that I am not

         15  related to any of the parties to this action by

         16  blood or marriage, and that I am in no way

         17  interested in the outcome of this matter.

         18                 IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto

         19  set my hand this 15th day of August 2005.
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