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          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: The Stated

          3  Meeting of June 23rd, 2005, will come to order.

          4                 Roll call. Oh, excuse me. Pledge of

          5  Allegiance.

          6                 (Pledge of Allegiance.)

          7                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Roll call.

          8                 CITY CLERK: Addabbo.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Here.

         10                 CITY CLERK: Arroyo.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER ARROYO: Here.

         12                 CITY CLERK: Avella.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Here.

         14                 CITY CLERK: Baez.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ: Here.

         16                 CITY CLERK: Barron.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Here.

         18                 CITY CLERK: Boyland.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: Here.

         20                 CITY CLERK: Brewer.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Here.

         22                 CITY CLERK: Clarke.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Here.

         24                 CITY CLERK: Comrie.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Here.
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          2                 CITY CLERK: DeBlasio.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEBLASIO: Here.

          4                 CITY CLERK: Dilan.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: Here.

          6                 CITY CLERK: Felder.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Here.

          8                 CITY CLERK: Fidler.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Here.

         10                 CITY CLERK: Foster.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Here.

         12                 CITY CLERK: Gallagher.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Here.

         14                 CITY CLERK: Gennaro.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Here.

         16                 CITY CLERK: Gentile.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: Here.

         18                 CITY CLERK: Gerson.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Here.

         20                 CITY CLERK: Gioia.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: Here.

         22                 CITY CLERK: Gonzalez.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER GONZALEZ: Here.

         24                 CITY CLERK: Jackson.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Here.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: James.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: Here.

          4                 CITY CLERK: Jennings.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER JENNINGS: Here.

          6                 CITY CLERK: Katz.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Here.

          8                 CITY CLERK: Koppell.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Here.

         10                 CITY CLERK: Lanza.

         11                 (No response.)

         12                 CITY CLERK: Liu.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Here.

         14                 CITY CLERK: Lopez.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: Here.

         16                 CITY CLERK: Martinez.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Here.

         18                 CITY CLERK: McMahon.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Here.

         20                 CITY CLERK: Monserrate.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Here.

         22                 CITY CLERK: Moskowitz.

         23                 (No response.)

         24                 CITY CLERK: Nelson.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Here.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Palma.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER PALMA: Here.

          4                 CITY CLERK: Perkins.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Here.

          6                 CITY CLERK: Provenzano.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: Here.

          8                 CITY CLERK: Quinn.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: Here.

         10                 CITY CLERK: Recchia.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Here.

         12                 CITY CLERK: Reed.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: Here.

         14                 CITY CLERK: Reyna.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: Here.

         16                 CITY CLERK: Sanders.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Here.

         18                 CITY CLERK: Seabrook.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Here.

         20                 CITY CLERK: Sears.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Here.

         22                 CITY CLERK: Stewart.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Yes.

         24                 CITY CLERK: Vallone.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Here.
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          2                 CITY CLERK: Vann.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Here.

          4                 CITY CLERK: Weprin.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Here.

          6                 CITY CLERK: Yassky.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Here.

          8                 CITY CLERK: Oddo.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Here.

         10                 CITY CLERK: Rivera.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: Here.

         12                 CITY CLERK: Speaker Miller.

         13                 SPEAKER MILLER: Here.

         14                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: We have a

         15  quorum.

         16                 Adoption of the Minutes.

         17                 Council Member Lanza.

         18                 Oops, he's not here.

         19                 Council Member Gallagher, would you

         20  like to call for the adoption of the minutes, since

         21  your partner isn't here?

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Motion that

         23  the Minutes of the Stated Meeting on May 11th be

         24  adopted as printed.

         25                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.
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          2                 Thank you, Council Member.

          3                 Messages and Papers from the Mayor.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: None.

          5                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM:

          6  Communication from City, County and Borough Offices.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: None.

          8                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Petitions

          9  and Communications.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: None.

         11                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Land Use

         12  Call-Ups.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 601, 602,

         14  603.

         15                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

         16  Call-Up vote.

         17                 At this point I'd ask the clerk to

         18  call the roll on all items coupled on the Call-Up

         19  vote.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Addabbo.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Aye.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Arroyo.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER ARROYO: Aye.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Avella.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Aye.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Baez.

          3                 (No response.)

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Barron.

          5                 (No response.)

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Brewer.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Aye.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Clarke.

          9                 (No response.)

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Comrie.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Yes to all

         12  Land Use Call-Ups.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: DeBlasio.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEBLASIO: Yes.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Dilan.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: Aye on all.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Felder.

         18                 (No response.)

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Fidler.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Aye.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Foster.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Aye.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gallagher.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Aye.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gennaro.
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          2                 (No response.)

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gerson.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Aye on all.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gonzalez.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER GONZALEZ: Aye.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jackson.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Aye on all.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: James.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: Aye on all.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jennings.

         12                 (No response.)

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Katz.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Aye.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Koppell.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Aye on all.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lanza.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER LANZA: Aye.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Liu.

         20                 (No response.)

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lopez.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: Here. Aye.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Martinez.

         24                 (No response.)

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: McMahon.
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          2                 (No response.)

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Monserrate.

          4                 (No response.)

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Moskowitz.

          6                 (No response.)

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Nelson.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Aye.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Palma.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER PALMA: Aye.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Perkins.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Yes.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Provenzano.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: Yes.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Quinn.

         16                 (No response.)

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Recchia.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Aye.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reed.

         20                 (No response.)

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reyna.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: Aye.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sanders.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Here. Yes.

         25  Yes to all.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Seabrook.

          3                 (No response.)

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sears.

          5                 (No response.)

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Stewart.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Yes to all.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vallone.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Aye.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vann.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Yes.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Weprin.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Aye.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Yassky.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Aye.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Baez.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ: Aye.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Boyland.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: Aye.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Oddo.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Yes.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Rivera.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA:  Aye.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Speaker Mr. Miller.

         25                 SPEAKER MILLER:  Aye.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sears.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Aye.

          4                 SPEAKER MILLER: Madam Public

          5  Advocate, my colleague Council Member Lopez has an

          6  emergency with her mother that she needs to attend

          7  to. Would you call on Council Member Lopez at this

          8  point?

          9                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         10  Member Lopez.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: I vote aye on

         12  all items for the day, including Land Use

         13  dispositions, and every other -- oh. I ask unanimous

         14  consent to be recorded to vote right now in all

         15  items of the day.

         16                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         17  I hope everything is all right, Margarita.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: Thank you.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Barron.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Aye on all.

         21                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Today's Land

         22  Use Call-Ups were adopted by a vote of 37 in the

         23  affirmative, zero in the negative.

         24                 Communication from the Speaker.

         25                 SPEAKER MILLER: My colleagues, we're
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          2  doing a number of important things today, but

          3  particularly I want to bring to your attention

          4  Intro. 186-A.

          5                 Intro. 186-A is legislation that

          6  takes a significant step in the right direction of

          7  protecting the tens of thousands of tenants, the

          8  tens and tens of thousands of tenants who currently

          9  live in Mitchell-Lama and Section 8 buildings, who

         10  are at danger of losing their homes forever because

         11  of the rise in property values.

         12                 It is a reasonable common sense bill

         13  which does not take this land or developments from

         14  any developers or owners, but merely says that

         15  tenants have a right of first refusal to buy their

         16  homes for fair market value within a 12-month period

         17  after the announcement of the intention of the

         18  ownership to take it out.

         19                 I wish I could say, and stand before

         20  you here, my colleagues, and tell you that this will

         21  solve the problem for Mitchell-Lama tenants and for

         22  Section 8 tenants. It won't solve all the problems,

         23  but it does take a very significant step in the

         24  right direction. And I want to thank all of the very

         25  hard work that was put into this by advocates, by
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          2  Council Members, by many who labor to bring us to

          3  this point, and I thank you all for your support for

          4  this piece of legislation.

          5                 That concludes my communication for

          6  today.

          7                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: That's your

          8  communication, huh? Okay, Discussion of General

          9  Orders.

         10                 Council Member Barron.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Thank you very

         12  much, Madam Chair.

         13                 I just wanted to congratulate us on

         14  the Mitchell-Lama intro, it's long overdue. I hope

         15  all of us do the right thing on that.

         16                 And also on the passing for vendors.

         17  Vendors have a right to go forward and get vendor's

         18  license without being asked about their immigration

         19  status. So, I hope that we pass that bill so that

         20  vendors have a right to be like everyone else. Some

         21  of the greatest assets to this City, cultural and

         22  intellectual and capital assets for this City come

         23  from immigrants, and we are happy to say today we'll

         24  be passing some legislation that says you cannot

         25  discriminate against them because of the licensing
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          2  process. It doesn't happen for any other licensing

          3  and it shouldn't happen for vendors.

          4                 Thank you very much.

          5                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          6  Member Jackson.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Thank you,

          8  Madam Public Advocate.

          9                 I rise today in support of Intro.

         10  186-A. For those who do not know, please be aware

         11  that we have a housing crisis in New York City when

         12  it comes to affordable housing, and in fact the

         13  Mayor has basically stated that before, we have

         14  stated that, I was at the Rent Guidelines Board the

         15  other day. The owner's representative stated we have

         16  a housing crisis. So, if we have a housing crisis,

         17  then basically they say people need to take action.

         18                 186-A is an action towards addressing

         19  the housing, affordable housing crisis in New York

         20  City.

         21                 And those of you who do not think we

         22  have one, then you need to switch places with people

         23  where they are buying out and people are losing

         24  their home, then you will know we have one.

         25                 So, I ask all of you today to support
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          2  Intro. 186-A, on behalf of all the people that are

          3  impacted by the buy-outs under the Mitchell-Lama

          4  Section 8.

          5                 I had a building in my district, 3333

          6  Broadway, approximately 1,200 tenants, in which the

          7  owner bought out of their subsidy and then

          8  subsequently sold the building. All of those tenants

          9  had a Section 8, a majority of a Section 8 subsidy

         10  right now, but they don't know what's going to

         11  happen next year, two years from now or three years

         12  from now. We need to give them, the tenants, the

         13  right of first refusal in order to purchase, and we

         14  as a City, need to invest tens of millions of

         15  dollars, hundreds of millions of dollars into

         16  affordable housing.

         17                 So, I ask all of my colleagues to

         18  support Intro. 186-A.

         19                 Thank you.

         20                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Recchia,

         21  Domenic.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Yes. Today I

         23  rise that first of all I would like, and appreciate

         24  for my colleagues to join me in voting for the

         25  Bensonhurst rezoning, and I just want to thank
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          2  Melinda Katz and her Committee for the outstanding

          3  job.

          4                 She was at my side from day one, she

          5  was showing me how to downzone Bensonhurst. I want

          6  to thank you and the Committee, Gale Benjamin, Chris

          7  and Tony Avella, for having that hearing.

          8                 I'd also like to thank who is with us

          9  in the Chamber today, Amanda Burden.

         10                 Amanda, thank you. And thank you for

         11  City Planning for working, especially Regina Meyers

         12  and her staff, for doing an outstanding job. And

         13  it's about time that my area had downzoning, and I

         14  just want to thank you for it.

         15                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         16  Member James.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: The Supreme

         18  Court of the United States just issued you a

         19  decision upholding the Eminent Domain laws of the

         20  State of New York by a vote of five to four.

         21                 Some have argued that this bill, 186,

         22  is in violation of the Eminent Domain statute by

         23  taking one's property for private purposes.

         24                 I am of the opinion that if we can

         25  take private property for private purposes in the
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          2  instance of an arena in Brooklyn, that certainly we

          3  can take private property for the instance of trying

          4  to preserve affordable housing.

          5                 And, so, to that extent, I would

          6  support 186 and I would urge my colleagues to vote

          7  in support.

          8                 I also would like to speak in support

          9  of Intro. 593-A, 594-A, and 615-A, which would

         10  increase the number of eligible New Yorkers enrolled

         11  in the federal Food Stamp Program because we do have

         12  a problem of hunger amongst New Yorkers, despite all

         13  of the prosperity that some believe that we're

         14  experiencing here in New York. Too many New Yorkers

         15  are going hungry at night and particularly children.

         16                 And let me congratulate Councilman

         17  Recchia again on another downzoning in Brooklyn, and

         18  let me say to the Chairperson of Landmarks that I

         19  would hope that individuals would focus on Prospect

         20  Heights and downzone Prospect Heights against a

         21  developer who seeks to build buildings, tallest

         22  buildings in Brooklyn without any concern for the

         23  residents of Prospect Heights, or Ft. Greene or

         24  Clinton Hill, and would allow a developer to do as

         25  he wishes in my district without any concern with
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          2  regards to the concerns of my constituent.

          3                 Congratulations, Recchia, on another

          4  downzoning in Brooklyn, and none for me. Thank you.

          5                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          6  Member Dilan.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: Thank you,

          8  Madam Public Advocate.

          9                 I speak today to ask the support of

         10  my colleagues for two bills that I have on today's

         11  agenda. The first bill I'll discuss is Intro. 312-A.

         12  It's a bill that would rise the parking threshold

         13  from $230 to $350 before the City Sheriffs and the

         14  marshals can go in and remove people's cars for

         15  parking tickets, that in judgment this bill would

         16  greatly impact New York City's tow operations,

         17  reducing it approximately by half. I think the bill

         18  will be a great relief for many of New York City's

         19  motorists.

         20                 The second bill I'd like to discuss

         21  is Intro. 307-A, which is a bill that would prohibit

         22  Home Improvement contractors from selling home loans

         23  to individuals door-to-door.

         24                 This bill would slow the process for

         25  homeowners in signing bad loans and predatory loans
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          2  and give homeowners a little more time to look at

          3  potential financing vehicles.

          4                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Excuse me,

          5  Council members.

          6                 Could you all stop talking or I'm

          7  going to have to ask for you to be removed.

          8                 It's extremely difficult to hear the

          9  Council members talking. Thank you.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: Thank you,

         11  Madam Public Advocate.

         12                 And I think this bill will also slow

         13  down the rising business we see of unscrupulous

         14  loans in New York City.

         15                 I thank you for your time.

         16                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Mr. Speaker.

         17                 SPEAKER MILLER: My colleagues, I do

         18  want to bring one other piece of business to your

         19  attention today; and that is, that today the Land

         20  Use Committee has sent to the City Council a

         21  rezoning for West Chelsea.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Quiet, please.

         23  That includes the members. Especially the members.

         24                 SPEAKER MILLER: And today we will

         25  adopt a rezoning that will rezone West Chelsea, in
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          2  order to preserve a community which is changing but

          3  for which there is still affordable housing and

          4  today's rezoning will result in 26 percent

          5  affordable housing which is an extraordinary

          6  achievement in that community.

          7                 In addition, the rezoning will

          8  preserve the high line as a public space for future

          9  generations.

         10                 This is something which this Council

         11  has started the leadership on about five years ago,

         12  when the State and Federal Legislation Committee

         13  that I chaired at that time held the first hearing

         14  asking for the City to seek an interim trail use for

         15  the high line, the abandoned rail line that runs

         16  from Gansevoort up to 34th Street.

         17                 At the time it seemed quixotic and

         18  now it seems practical, and it has in fact been

         19  achieved. The City has asked for that interim trail

         20  use. It has been granted by the surface

         21  transportation board, and this extraordinary space

         22  will be preserved for future generations as a public

         23  space.

         24                 And in addition, there will be

         25  additional affordable housing and housing
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          2  development in that community.

          3                 The development will be union

          4  development with 32 BJ getting the jobs that come

          5  from the creation of that housing, so we're going to

          6  actually create jobs that New Yorkers need in order

          7  to be able to provide for their families.

          8                 And it is the sort of planning that

          9  the City is supposed to be doing.

         10                 I'm very proud of the Council's role,

         11  but I want to thank members of the Council,

         12  particularly Council Member Quinn for her support

         13  for this, Melinda Katz, the Land Use Division, Chris

         14  Collins and Gale Benjamin for their support.

         15                 I see that the Planning Commission

         16  Chair Amanda Burden is here. This is something that

         17  the Bloomberg Administration has worked very hard

         18  for, and I want to thank her, Deputy Mayor

         19  Doctoroff, Deputy Mayor Bloomberg, Mark Ritz, and so

         20  many others in the Bloomberg Administration for

         21  their work on this. And I believe that many years

         22  from now people will visit the West Chelsea area,

         23  walk along the highline, experience something like

         24  there's nowhere else in the world, really, a unique

         25  public space. And they'll walk past houses that will
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          2  be affordable to low- and middle-income New Yorkers,

          3  and a reimagined community that's precisely at the

          4  heart of what we're supposed to be doing in terms of

          5  planning.

          6                 I regret if I missed somebody who I

          7  should have been thanking today, but I want to thank

          8  everybody for this and thank my colleagues for

          9  supporting this.

         10                 This has been a long time coming and

         11  something that we all worked very hard on and I

         12  congratulate you all. Thank you.

         13                 I should have thanked the Friends of

         14  the Highline, Josh David is here. They have done a

         15  tremendous job.

         16                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         17  Member Katz.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: I also want to

         19  talk about the highline.

         20                 There were several, several years, I

         21  guess, in the last few weeks many nights of

         22  negotiation regarding the highline, preserving the

         23  rights of the highline, asking developers to give up

         24  their opposition to the conversion of developing the

         25  highline. Also negotiating for greater affordable
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          2  housing at 26 percent which we are very proud of,

          3  especially since four percent of that is

          4  preservation, 22 percent is new.

          5                 We actually increased the 421-A zone

          6  as well. And while doing that, because of the great

          7  negotiations by Council Member Quinn, and the entire

          8  Land Use staff, as well, preserved a lot of rights

          9  in the district for tenants, as far as tenant

         10  harassment goes and tenant demolition. And I know

         11  that Council Member Quinn will talk a lot more

         12  towards that.

         13                 I would like to give a special thank

         14  you to Mark Ricks to the negotiations that he did on

         15  behalf of Dan Doctoroff and the Mayor, Commissioner

         16  Burden who is always a great partner.

         17                 Chris Collins has been working for

         18  years to make sure that the highline is preserved

         19  and a great place in his community, Gale Benjamin,

         20  Alonzo, and Speaker Miller, for all the work that

         21  he's done on this, and especially Council Member

         22  Quinn. At the negotiations table there is a great

         23  advocate in Council Member Quinn for her district.

         24                 I'd also like to point out for

         25  everyone that we do have an agreement that any
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          2  developer of 200 units or more will be using

          3  prevailing wage in their buildings, and we're very

          4  proud of that. And we also thank the Developers for

          5  being great partners, as we move forward to make

          6  sure this agreement came to be.

          7                 I'd also like to congratulate Domenic

          8  Recchia for the Bensonhurst rezoning. He truly was a

          9  great advocate. Came to us about a year ago and

         10  never let up on this community, and he deserves

         11  really the credit for making sure that the

         12  Bensonhurst rezoning goes through, and also just

         13  voice my support to the tenants bill, Mitchell-Lama

         14  bill 186. I think it's great. I think it's great

         15  we're doing something now on it.

         16                 Thank you very much, Madam Public

         17  Advocate.

         18                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you.

         19                 Council Member Jennings, did you want

         20  to say something?

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER JENNINGS: Yes. I'd

         22  like unanimous consent to vote aye on all, except

         23  resolution 1006-A and be excused?

         24                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER JENNINGS: Thank you.
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          2                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          3  Member Gerson.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Madam Public

          5  Advocate, one generation ago, a the conclusion of

          6  World War II, our City and State faced a severe

          7  affordable housing shortage crisis.

          8                 In those days that generation,

          9  frequently called the greatest generation of

         10  American history, dealt with the crisis head-on by

         11  enacting rent control and then rent stabilization.

         12                 Today I ask my colleagues to join

         13  together to follow that lead and their example by

         14  enacting 186-A into law.

         15                 There is one major difference between

         16  what we do today and previous rent control and

         17  affordable housing preservation regimes. In the bill

         18  we propose, we assure that the owners of property

         19  will receive their full fair market value or the

         20  same as a best offer for purchase which they receive

         21  even if that bonafide offer is greater than full

         22  fair market value.

         23                 In other words, 186-A fully preserves

         24  property rights and fully acknowledges and enables

         25  owners to receive their full return on their
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          2  investment. There is no economic legal or moral

          3  reason that if we are serious about preserving

          4  affordable housing as to why we should not enact

          5  this bill. And I would just conclude by addressing

          6  concerns expressed this morning as to the financing

          7  of the buy-outs which this bill will enable.

          8                 This bill will generate a market.

          9  This bill will generate the interest of unions and

         10  community organizations, which will come up with the

         11  necessary financing. And in addition, in conclusion,

         12  we will and must follow suit --

         13                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Time,

         14  Council member.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: -- By

         16  providing and establishing the Affordable Housing

         17  Preservation Trust Fund. But this bill is a

         18  necessary first step --

         19                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Thank you.

         21                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         22  Member Vann.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Thank you, Madam

         24  Public Advocate.

         25                 I wish to add my voice of support to
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          2  our attempts to deal with the hunger that still

          3  exists within our City, unfortunately. And I think

          4  that 593-A and 594-A and 615-A, in terms of getting

          5  more people who are eligible involved in the Food

          6  Stamp Program is a very, very important step and I

          7  fully support that.

          8                 Along with my support of 186-A. I

          9  think it's a very, very significant step. It's a

         10  step. It gives tenants the right of first refusal

         11  and I think that's important.

         12                 But after we pass this right of first

         13  refusal, we must hasten to give them the ability.

         14  It's one thing to have the right, but it's necessary

         15  that they have the ability. So, we have to make sure

         16  that their finances are there, the Mayor, we must

         17  all come together where we get it, so that not only

         18  do they have the right to purchase their home, but

         19  they have the ability to purchase their home.

         20                 Thank you.

         21                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         22  Member DeBlasio.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER DeBLASIO: Thank you,

         24  Madam Public Advocate.

         25                 There's a lot of very, very good
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          2  legislation and I want to commend all of those

          3  sponsors, but I want to do a particular appreciation

          4  for some Brooklyn folks who sponsored legislation,

          5  starting with my seat mate here, Erik Dilan. I think

          6  the change in terms of parking violations are long

          7  overdue and that will help every neighborhood in New

          8  York City, so I thank him on that, and I want to

          9  thank Council Member Charles Barron for the

         10  legislation related to immigrants and vendors which

         11  is also very much needed.

         12                 I want to urge all of my colleagues

         13  to support the legislation which so many of the

         14  members have spoken out so generously on related to

         15  food stamps, and I want to thank the Speaker, I want

         16  to thank Council Member Gioia, who has played a

         17  leading role on the food stamp issue, and the Public

         18  Advocate as well.

         19                 A lot of the people have worked very

         20  hard, the members of the General Welfare Committee,

         21  Jackie Sherman, our wonderful counsel, and a number

         22  of advocates, to make sure that we continue to

         23  improve our efforts to get food stamps for those in

         24  need.

         25                 Over 500,000 New Yorkers eligible for
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          2  food stamps are not getting them. That is more

          3  people than many of the largest cities in the entire

          4  country.

          5                 We're really got to look this crisis

          6  in the eye, we have made progress. This Council has

          7  pushed persistently for progress but we need to go

          8  farther. I thank the Administration, HRA, for what

          9  they have done, but we need to go farther. These

         10  pieces of legislation will help us go farther. I

         11  commend Council Member Gioia for helping us to

         12  employ the internet and the food pantries and a

         13  number of other methodologies to get people the food

         14  stamps they deserve.

         15                 My legislation seeks to ensure that

         16  people can apply by fax, if people cannot come into

         17  an office because of hardship are still able to

         18  apply through other means. And that we make sure

         19  that the process is streamlined to actually people

         20  signed up who deserve to be signed up. We're talking

         21  getting food to people who need it, particularly

         22  children who need it, and I urge all of my

         23  colleagues to join us, supporting this legislation.

         24                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         25  Member Brewer.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Thank you very

          3  much, Madam Public Advocate.

          4                 I rise to congratulate my colleague

          5  Alan Gerson in his work on 186-A. It is a

          6  yeoperson's effort, and is a positive step in the

          7  right direction.

          8                 I also rise to talk about Lincoln

          9  Center and the special districts, special projects.

         10  Both the Lincoln Center leadership, and also the

         11  community have come together to redo the sort of

         12  back door of Lincoln Center and make it the front

         13  door for the entire community, from the schools, the

         14  development belonging to the Housing Authority and

         15  the patrons of Lincoln Center. It's a wonderful

         16  coming together of our community, and I congratulate

         17  Lincoln Center, Ren Levy, and his team, for making

         18  this a reality, and I urge everyone to vote for the

         19  reconstruction of Lincoln Center, LU 496, 497, 498,

         20  499. Thank you very much.

         21                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         22  Member Quinn.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: Thank you. I,

         24  too, want to congratulate Alan Gerson for his

         25  tremendous work on Intro. 186-A. I want to also urge
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          2  my colleagues to support the West Chelsea Highline

          3  rezoning today.

          4                 As was said by Chairperson Katz and

          5  Speaker Miller, this rezoning achieves a number of

          6  incredibly important goals.

          7                 First and foremost, it preserves the

          8  highline and will enable us to convert the highline

          9  into a one-of-a-kind world class open space. But it

         10  also guarantees that 27 percent of the housing

         11  created through this rezoning will be created or

         12  preserved as affordable, and a significant amount of

         13  that housing will be permanently affordable. In

         14  fact, the Council's actions increased by 50 percent

         15  the number of units that are affordable.

         16                 We've also received commitments to

         17  extensions of anti-harassment and anti-demolition

         18  provisions we've gotten in the past. So, what we'll

         19  see here is a beautiful world class park, provisions

         20  to prevent residents from being displaced, and also

         21  a significant increase in affordable housing in the

         22  Chelsea area.

         23                 I want to thank the Chair of our City

         24  Planning Commission, Amanda Burden, for her work,

         25  the hard work of all of her staff, the folks, Mark
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          2  Ricks and others at Deputy Mayor Doctoroff's Office,

          3  the team at HPD.

          4                 I also want to thank the Chair of the

          5  Committee, Melinda Katz. She was incredibly helpful

          6  in achieving our successes in this, also the Speaker

          7  for his long commitment to the highline, and also

          8  Tony Avella, the Chair of the Subcommittee for his

          9  support of my efforts, and also the staff in my

         10  office and the staff of Land Use who have once again

         11  proved to be incredibly expert and helpful.

         12                 I just want to urge my colleagues to

         13  please vote for Reso 1006-A. That is an important

         14  piece of legislation to allow Penn South, a mutual

         15  redevelopment project in my district, affordable

         16  housing, a NORC in my district, to have the

         17  resources it needs to preserve itself and continue

         18  to function.

         19                 Thank you.

         20                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         21  Member Gioia.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: Thank you,

         23  Madam Public Advocate.

         24                 Today, my colleagues, we do important

         25  work. The idea that a city as great as New York and
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          2  as rich as New York, the idea that there are

          3  children who go to be hungry tonight is a sad fact.

          4  But the realization that there's more that we can do

          5  as a City, but are failing to do is truly

          6  unconscionable.

          7                 I'm proud of the work that we've done

          8  over the past few years here, along with Council

          9  Member DeBlasio and you, Madam Public Advocate, and

         10  so many advocates who have worked very hard on this.

         11  We have come here today to pass three important

         12  pieces of legislation: One, 594-A, will allow

         13  applicants to submit Food Stamp applications

         14  on-line. Because when you submit applications on

         15  line, you don't have to wait in line, which means

         16  you don't have to take off time from work to get

         17  what you need for your hungry children.

         18                 Two, 593-A will make Food Stamp

         19  applications available where hungry people go. Soup

         20  kitchens and food pantries. This just makes sense.

         21                 Three, will allow applicants to

         22  submit food stamp applications by fax to waive

         23  face-to-face interviews in case of hardship. That's

         24  Intro. 615-A. Thank you.

         25                 These are important pieces of
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          2  legislation. They will go a long way towards doing

          3  not only what is economically right, but will bring

          4  over a billion dollars in much needed federal aid to

          5  our City, but what is morally right. Because a City

          6  as great as New York should not be satisfied if a

          7  single child goes to bed hungry when there is

          8  something we can do about it.

          9                 This is a start. It's a strong start,

         10  and I'm looking forward to work with my colleagues

         11  until we end this truly horrific problem.

         12                 Thank you.

         13                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         14  Member Clarke.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Thank you,

         16  Madam Public Advocate.

         17                 I just wanted to add my voice to

         18  those who are supporting really progressive

         19  legislation that we are on the verge of passing here

         20  today.

         21                 I want to commend Council Member

         22  Barron for his vision with respect to vendors in the

         23  City of New York.

         24                 It has been historic for every nation

         25  to come to the United States and be able to build
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          2  anew.

          3                 We are moving an obstacle out of

          4  their way, which is very critical, given the times

          5  we live in. This legislation speaks to our

          6  commitment to doing so and furthering the American

          7  dream. Thank you very much, Council Member Barron.

          8                 And to Council Member Gerson, you

          9  have done an extraordinary work on behalf of the

         10  people of the City of New York.

         11                 I have countless buildings in my

         12  constituency that are facing the prospect of the

         13  Mitchell-Lama running out on them, and the prospect

         14  of having to leave this City because there's nowhere

         15  affordable for them to live.

         16                 This legislation says that we are

         17  committed as a body and as a City to maintaining the

         18  diversity and the strength of a working class that

         19  has built this City and will continue to build the

         20  City into future generations. Intro. 186-A puts our

         21  mark as a benchmark for how we're going to live as a

         22  civil society.

         23                 I want to thank Council Member Gerson

         24  and Council Member Barron for their legislation.

         25                 And to my colleagues who have been
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          2  fortunate to have their rezonings done,

          3  congratulations to you as well. I will be voting in

          4  the affirmative.

          5                 Thank you very much, Madam Public

          6  Advocate.

          7                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Seeing

          8  nobody else, Report of Special Committees.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: None.

         10                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Reports of

         11  Standing Committees.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports from

         13  the Committee on Consumer Affairs.

         14                 Intro. 307-A.

         15                 SPEAKER MILLER: Amended and coupled

         16  on the General Order Calendar.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Intro. 491-A.

         18                 SPEAKER MILLER: Amended and coupled

         19  on the General Order Calendar.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports from

         21  the Committee on Environmental Protection.

         22                 Intro. 565-A.

         23                 SPEAKER MILLER: Amended and laid

         24  over.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Intro. 566-A.
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          2                 SPEAKER MILLER: Amended and laid

          3  over.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports from

          5  the Committee on Fire and Criminal Justice Services.

          6                 Intro. 431-A.

          7                 SPEAKER MILLER: Amended and laid

          8  over.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports from

         10  the Committee on General Welfare.

         11                 Intro. 593-A.

         12                 SPEAKER MILLER: Amended and coupled

         13  on the General Order Calendar.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Intro. 594-A.

         15                 SPEAKER MILLER: Amended and coupled

         16  on the General Order Calendar.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Intro. 615-A.

         18                 SPEAKER MILLER: Amended and coupled

         19  on the General Order Calendar.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports from

         21  the Committee on Health.

         22                 Intro. 127-B.

         23                 SPEAKER MILLER: Amended and coupled

         24  on the General Order Calendar.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Intro. 498-A.
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          2                 SPEAKER MILLER: Amended and coupled

          3  on the General Order Calendar.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports on the

          5  Committee on Housing and Buildings.

          6                 Intro. 186-A.

          7                 SPEAKER MILLER: Amended and coupled

          8  on the General Order Calendar.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reso 968-A.

         10                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

         11  General Order Calendar.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: 968.

         13                 Reso 1006-A.

         14                 SPEAKER MILLER: Amended and coupled

         15  on the General Order Calendar.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports of the

         17  Committee on Land Use.

         18                 LU 382 and companion Reso 1036.

         19                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 406 and

         21  companion Reso 1037.

         22                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 413 and

         24  companion Reso 1038.

         25                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 414 and

          3  companion Reso 1039.

          4                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 446 and

          6  companion Reso 1040.

          7                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 447 and

          9  companion Reso 1041.

         10                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 448 and

         12  companion Reso 1042.

         13                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 463 and

         15  companion Reso 1043.

         16                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 458.

         18                 SPEAKER MILLER: Approved with

         19  modifications and referred to the City Planning

         20  Commission.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 472 and

         22  companion Reso 1044.

         23                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 483 and

         25  companion Reso 1045.
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          2                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 490 and

          4  companion Reso 1046.

          5                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 493 and

          7  companion Reso 1047.

          8                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 496 and

         10  companion Reso 1048.

         11                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 497 and

         13  companion Reso 1049.

         14                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 498 and

         16  companion reso 1050.

         17                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 499 and

         19  companion Reso 1051.

         20                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 500 and

         22  companion Reso 1052.

         23                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 501, 502 and

         25  503.
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          2                 SPEAKER MILLER: Approved with

          3  modifications and referred to the City Planning

          4  Commission.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 504, 505 and

          6  506.

          7                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Preconsidered

          9  LU 508 and companion Reso 1056.

         10                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports on the

         12  Committee of Mental Health, Mental Retardation,

         13  Alcoholism, Drug Abuse and Disability Services.

         14                 Intro. 398-A.

         15                 SPEAKER MILLER: Amended and laid

         16  over.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Preconsidered

         18  Reso 1028.

         19                 SPEAKER MILLER: Adopted and laid

         20  over.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports from

         22  the Committee on Transportation. Intro. 312-A.

         23                 SPEAKER MILLER: Amended and coupled

         24  on General Order Calendar.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Intro. 398-A.
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          2                 SPEAKER MILLER: Amended and laid

          3  over.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Preconsidered

          5  Reso 1028.

          6                 SPEAKER MILLER: Adopted and laid

          7  over.

          8                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: General

          9  Order Calendar.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Intro. 521-A.

         11                 SPEAKER MILLER: Laid over.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 458 and

         13  companion Reso 1057.

         14                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

         15  General Order Calendar.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 501 and

         17  companion Reso 1058.

         18                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on General

         19  Order Calendar.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 502 and

         21  companion Reso 1059.

         22                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 503 and

         24  companion Reso 1060.

         25                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Resolution

          3  appointing various persons Commissioner of Deeds.

          4                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

          5  General Order Calendar.

          6                 At this point I'd ask the clerk to

          7  call the roll on all items coupled on the General

          8  Order Calendar.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Addabbo.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Aye on all.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Perkins.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: I vote aye on

         13  all. Thank you.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Arroyo.

         15                 (No response.)

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Avella.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: I vote aye on

         18  all, except for Intro. 491-A, which I vote no, and I

         19  vote no on the Land Use modification 458.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Baez.

         21                 (No response.)

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Barron.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Aye on all.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Boyland.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: Aye on all.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Brewer.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Aye on all.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Clarke.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Aye on all.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Comrie.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Permission to

          8  explain my vote?

          9                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: I want to

         11  congratulate all of the excellent legislation that's

         12  done today. And I want to thank all of the members

         13  who have put intros in today.

         14                 After listening to the debate on

         15  186-A. I'm still dubious about the real effects and

         16  real implication of it, but I'm prepared to vote aye

         17  on all at this time.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: DeBlasio.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEBLASIO: Aye on all.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Dilan.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: Aye on all.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Felder.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: May I be

         24  excused to explain my vote?

         25                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Thank you very

          3  much.

          4                 I just wanted to commend Councilman

          5  Dilan on Intro. 312-A. I'm sorry that I didn't think

          6  of it first, because it's been a problem that has

          7  really plagued I think so many of our district

          8  offices, when the City doubled the fines without

          9  doubling the point at which they tow people. So, I

         10  think really the amount that it is is not high

         11  enough, but it certainly will alleviate some of the

         12  problem with people walking out of their homes. In

         13  fact, some of our colleagues this morning mentioned,

         14  I won't detail who it was, that they've had this

         15  experience of going out of their homes and not

         16  finding their cars because their cars were towed.

         17  And I'm not talking about myself this time.

         18                 So, I think it's a wonderful bill and

         19  I'm proud to say aye on all.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Fidler.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: I also would

         22  like to congratulate Councilman Dilan on an idea

         23  that is so incredibly logical, it's amazing that it

         24  took us this long to think of it. And on behalf of

         25  my constituents from Sheepshead Bay to Canarsie,
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          2  with a great deal of jealousy for our neighbors in

          3  Bensonhurst for their downzoning, we hope to be

          4  next. I vote aye on all.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Foster.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Aye on all.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gallagher.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: I'll be

          9  voting no on Intro. 491-A, no on Intro. 593-A, no on

         10  Intro. 594-A, no on Intro. 615-A, no on Intro.

         11  186-A, and I'm abstaining on Intro. 127-B. On all

         12  other coupled general orders, I will be voting aye.

         13  There might be one or two left.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gennaro.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Madam Public

         16  Advocate, I vote aye. I wish to stand to vote aye on

         17  the previous Land Use items.

         18                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Gentile.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gentile.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: With

         22  congratulations to my colleagues Erik Dilan and

         23  Domenic Recchia, I vote aye on all.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gerson.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: May I be
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          2  excused to explain my vote, Madam Public Advocate?

          3                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Today's 186-A

          5  vote reflects a cumulative effort, and I just would

          6  like to acknowledge all who were a part of it,

          7  starting with leadership and input of our Speaker

          8  Gifford Miller, the Chair of our Housing Committee

          9  Madeline Provenzano, and all of my colleagues, this

         10  was a true team effort on behalf of the Council who

         11  were involved in this bill.

         12                 Also, our Council professionals,

         13  especially our lawyers, Jeff Haberman, Marcel Van

         14  Ooyen, Terzah Nasser, Freddie Kaplan and Laura

         15  Sable, our legal consultants, Professors Paula Paula

         16  Francisi of Seton Hall and Thomas Merrill of

         17  Columbia, experts in the law of takings, who have

         18  convincingly shown that this bill is, as we've said

         19  all along, on firm legal footing, firm and sound

         20  precedent and constitutional footing.

         21                 But most of all, Madam Public

         22  Advocate, I would like to acknowledge the folks up

         23  in the galley and the folks they represent. The

         24  tenants of our Rental Mitchell-Lamas, the tenants of

         25  our project-based Section 8 developments, the
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          2  tenants of those in similar housing who have built

          3  their communities, and sustain our cities and have

          4  fought for this bill, they deserve, the deserve the

          5  option and opportunities, the legal rights which

          6  this bill will afford and they deserve the financial

          7  support which this bill will generate.

          8                 So, I would like to acknowledge and

          9  dedicate this to them, the good people of our City.

         10                 And finally, to the Mayor, to the

         11  Administration, we implore you, sign this bill.

         12  Let's work together to make it work. If you are as

         13  serious as you purport to be, about affordable

         14  housing, you truly must sign the bill, because this

         15  is an incredibly vital critical tool for

         16  preservation. If we lose this housing, we'll always

         17  be playing catch-up. So, please, Mr. Mayor, let's

         18  work together. Sign 186-A. Thank you.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gioia.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: I vote yes on

         21  all.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gonzalez.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER GONZALEZ: Aye on all.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jackson.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Aye on all.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: James.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: Aye on all.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Katz.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Madam Public

          6  Advocate, I just want to take this opportunity to

          7  also congratulate everyone on 186-A and so many of

          8  the other pieces that we're doing today, and also

          9  really congratulate Councilman Gerson. I remember

         10  talking with him about this two years ago when he

         11  was expressing the importance of this bill to me for

         12  his district and to the City.

         13                 And also just to also mention the

         14  Bensonhurst rezoning is also Councilman Felder's

         15  district, and between Councilman Recchia and Felder,

         16  they worked hard to make sure that this happened.

         17                 I vote aye on all. Thank you.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Koppell.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Aye on all.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lanza.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER LANZA: I vote no on

         22  Intros 491-A, 593-A, 594-A, 615-A, and 186-A; aye on

         23  the rest.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: McMahon.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Madam Public
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          2  Advocate, I request general consent of my colleagues

          3  to vote yes on all coupled Land Use Call-Ups, and

          4  briefly to explain my vote.

          5                 I will vote no on 491-A and yes on

          6  all other items. I want to thank all my colleagues

          7  who worked so hard to bring these important matters

          8  to the Council, and those individual colleagues who

          9  worked so hard to effect this district. It's

         10  something that's near and dear to the hearts of the

         11  people of Staten Island.

         12                 I want to especially highlight the

         13  three bills that deal with bringing better access to

         14  programs that provide food for New Yorkers.

         15                 These are bills that don't really

         16  cost the City anything but really bring better

         17  contact to people with programs that are available,

         18  and people may think that a City Councilman from

         19  Staten Island, what do they care about hunger or

         20  access to food stamps or food pantries, and it's

         21  interesting to note that the food pantry study of

         22  New York that was done early this year found that

         23  the greatest unmet need when it comes to hunger is

         24  found in Staten Island, especially in my district.

         25  And earlier this year the Chairman of the General
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          2  Welfare Committee held a hearing on Staten Island,

          3  and one of the things that came out at that time was

          4  that people had very difficult times getting access

          5  to food stamps.

          6                 To their credit, HRA has extended the

          7  hours of the office on Staten Island, we thank them

          8  for that. But the need is great, we need to do more,

          9  to get supplies into our food pantries, but I think

         10  that this passage of bills goes a long way in

         11  meeting a need that exists, in places where perhaps

         12  we would expect it, and with our aging population

         13  and the increase in real estate prices and rents are

         14  also in places where you don't expect to find it,

         15  and I commend my colleagues for their work on this

         16  and their staffs and vote accordingly as already

         17  mentioned.

         18                 Thank you.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Monserrate.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Request

         21  unanimous consent to vote on the Land Use items and

         22  I vote aye on all. Thank you.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Moskowitz.

         24                 (No response.)

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Nelson.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: No on 491-A,

          3  aye on all.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Perkins.

          5                 (No response.)

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Provenzano.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: I vote no

          8  on Intro. 491-A, no on Intro. 593-A, 594-A and

          9  615-A; and yes on all the rest.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Quinn.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: Aye on all.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Recchia.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: May I be

         14  excused to explain my vote?

         15                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: I just wanted

         17  to ask my colleague Simcha Felder, and it was a

         18  pleasure working with him on the Bensonhurst

         19  downzoning, I want to once again thank all involved,

         20  and I vote aye on all.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reed.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: I want to vote

         23  aye on all, and I want to commend Council Member

         24  Dilan. He actually has a two-fer today, not only on

         25  the tow truck but also on the home improvement did a
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          2  terrific job. Delighted to vote aye on all and like

          3  to be allowed to vote aye on all other Land Use

          4  items.

          5                 Thank you.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reyna.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: I vote aye on

          8  all.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sanders.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Aye on all.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Seabrook.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Yes, Madam

         13  President. I'd like to be recorded present, and also

         14  vote aye, and aye on all Land Use Call-Ups.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sears.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: I vote aye on

         17  all and no on 312-A.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Stewart.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: I vote aye on

         20  all.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vallone.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Madam Chair,

         23  may I be briefly excused to explain some of my vote?

         24                 I vote aye on all, and I vote no on

         25  Intro. 491-A, because when it comes to food
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          2  preparation, we should have the highest standards,

          3  and I vote yes on 593-A which distributes the food

          4  stamp allocations.

          5                 However, no on 494-A and 615-A, which

          6  would allow on-line fax applications, because that

          7  would increase the possibility of fraudulent

          8  applications. So I vote against those and aye on all

          9  others.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Liu.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Madam Public

         12  Advocate, I request unanimous consent to vote on all

         13  Land Use items.

         14                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: I vote yes on all

         16  Land Use items and I vote yes on all General Order

         17  items.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vann.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Yes, aye on all.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Weprin.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Aye on all.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Yassky.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Aye.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gerson.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: I abstain on
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          2  431-A and vote aye on all, and thank you for the

          3  opportunity of allowing me to vote as well as speak.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Oddo.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: May I be

          6  temporarily excused to explain my vote?

          7                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: I will be voting

          9  no on Intro. 491-A, 593-A, 594-A, 615-A, 186-A and

         10  abstaining on 127-B.

         11                 With respect to 186-A, as I said in

         12  the Committee, I commend the intent, but I think

         13  it's illusory and I think we are being Lucy with the

         14  football to the tenants being Charlie Brown. We are

         15  putting it in front of him, and then we're only

         16  going to take away that hope because these folks

         17  aren't going to be able to put the money together.

         18  And if you were interested in really, really doing

         19  something, then there should be an economic

         20  component to help subsidize, and that doesn't exist.

         21                 With respect to 491-A, I don't know,

         22  maybe I live in a different world. The sponsor of

         23  the bill said that this is a City that is built by

         24  immigrants and they contribute to this community.

         25  Absolutely, we all come here from other shores. The
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          2  difference between my forefathers, apparently and

          3  some others, is that my forefathers came here

          4  legally. These folks are here illegally, and they're

          5  setting a structure in place not to question it, and

          6  if we find out about it, not to do anything.

          7                 I think that's where the world is

          8  upside down. And you could hiss all you want, you

          9  can hiss all you want.

         10                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Quiet,

         11  please. You can express your opinion later. Quiet.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: But the fact of

         13  the matter is, we should not be rewarding in any

         14  way, shape or form illegality.

         15                 And with that, I vote aye on all

         16  others.

         17                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Rivera.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA:  I vote aye.

         20                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: I'm sorry, I

         21  couldn't hear you. What did you say, please?

         22                 SPEAKER MILLER: Nothing.

         23                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Nothing?

         24  Thank you.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Speaker Mr. Miller.
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          2                 SPEAKER MILLER:  I vote aye. And I

          3  would ask very clearly the people who come into

          4  these Chambers, we encourage, we like the public to

          5  come, but we also want people to be respectful of

          6  all members regardless of our individual positions

          7  on the issue.

          8                 And I vote aye on all items coupled

          9  on the General Order Calendar.

         10                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         11  Member Gerson, to change your vote, please.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: No, no. No,

         13  I'm fine. That was to speak on General Discussion.

         14                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: You can't do

         15  it that way. You have to amend.

         16                 SPEAKER MILLER: No, he doesn't want

         17  to be --

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: No, I did not

         19  ask to be recognized, Madam Chair.

         20                 SPEAKER MILLER: He did a great job.

         21                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: You have to

         22  amend it, because the number you gave, it was not on

         23  the calendar. You have to amend what you said. Just

         24  do it again with the right number.

         25                 SPEAKER MILLER: Just say aye.

                                                            61

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Aye on all,

          3  except 431-A, I abstain. I'm reading from the

          4  calendar.

          5                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: 431-A --

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Oh, that was

          7  laid over, excuse me. Aye on all. Thank you.

          8                 SPEAKER MILLER: There you go.

          9  Finally.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: I was focused

         11  so much on one.

         12                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: It's

         13  actually not the balcony that's making noise, Mr.

         14  Speaker.

         15                 The balcony is extremely well

         16  behaved.

         17                 Thank you.

         18                 SPEAKER MILLER: I wasn't intending

         19  anybody in particular, but I heard a bunch of noise

         20  when members were voting and I didn't think that was

         21  appropriate.

         22                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         23  Member Martinez.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Aye on all.

         25                 Madam Chair, can I vote on all the
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          2  Land Use items also?

          3                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Thank you.

          5  Aye on all.

          6                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Okay, all

          7  items on today's General Order Calendar were adopted

          8  by a vote of 50 in the affirmative, zero in the

          9  negative, zero abstentions, with the exception of

         10  Intro. 491-A, which was adopted by a vote of 42 in

         11  the affirmative, eight in the negative, zero

         12  abstentions; and Intro. 593-A, which was adopted by

         13  a vote of 46 in the affirmative, four in the

         14  negative and zero abstentions; and Intro. 594-A,

         15  which was adopted by a vote of 45 in the

         16  affirmative, five in the negative and zero

         17  abstentions; and Intro. 615-A, which is adopted by a

         18  vote of 46 in the affirmative, four in the negative

         19  and zero abstentions; and Intro. 186-A, which was

         20  adopted by a vote of 47 in the affirmative, three in

         21  the negative, zero abstentions and zero recused; and

         22  Intro. 127-B which is adopted by a vote of 48 in the

         23  affirmative, zero negative and two abstentions; and

         24  Reso 1006-A, which is adopted by a vote of 49 in the

         25  affirmative, one in the negative, zero abstentions;
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          2  and LU 458 and Reso 1057, which is adopted by a vote

          3  of 49 in the affirmative, one in the negative, zero

          4  abstentions; and Intro. 312-A, which is adopted by a

          5  vote of 49 in the affirmative, one negative and zero

          6  abstentions.

          7                 The revised Land Use Call-Up is 50 in

          8  the affirmative, zero in the negative.

          9                 Introduction and Reading of Bills.

         10                 SPEAKER MILLER: All items are

         11  referred to the Committee as indicated on the

         12  schedule.

         13                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Sorry.

         14  Discussion of Resolutions.

         15                 Council Member Clarke.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Thank you,

         17  Madam Public Advocate.

         18                 I'd like to also be marked present

         19  and vote unanimous consent on all Land Use Call-Ups.

         20  I didn't do that earlier.

         21                 Just quickly, my colleagues, I wanted

         22  to bring to your attention two very special

         23  resolutions honoring the live of both actor Ozzy

         24  Davis and the life and achievements of Dr. Henry B.

         25  Clark, two African American luminaries who have made
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          2  an indelible imprint on the fabric of our City, our

          3  State and our nation, both of whom have gone to join

          4  the ancestors, but left us a legacy of

          5  accomplishment that will go throughout time.

          6                 We all know activist and Actor Ozzy

          7  Davis was a luminary in the Civil Rights Movement,

          8  and certainly on the stage has portrayed the best of

          9  whom we are as a people, and I'm just proud today to

         10  say that I had the opportunity to have both Ozzy

         11  Davis and Ruby D as a part of my extended family and

         12  so I'm asking for your support in these resolutions

         13  today, and thank you for this opportunity to speak,

         14  Madam Public Advocate.

         15                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         16  Member Brewer.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Thank you very

         18  much, Madam Public Advocate.

         19                 Everyone on their desk has a copy of

         20  Coffee, Billy's Coffee, it is fair trade and kosher.

         21                 And why we are doing this is in

         22  relation to the resolution. We want to make sure

         23  that there are living wages paid to people all along

         24  the coffee food chain, we're the largest consumers

         25  in the world. We want to make sure that as it is
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          2  consumed, it is fair trade and the wages are fair to

          3  the individuals who are producing it and growing it.

          4  And guess what? The Speaker's Office now has fair

          5  trade coffee.

          6                 So, I urge everyone to vote for this

          7  resolution. It's great coffee. Enjoy it.

          8                 Here is an example of where it comes

          9  from, Ethiopia. And here is an example of what it

         10  looks like when it's actually fair trade.

         11                 Thank you very much. Yea, fair trade

         12  coffee.

         13                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         14  Member Barron.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Thank you very

         16  much.

         17                 I'd like to join Council Member

         18  Clarke.

         19                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Quiet,

         20  please.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: I'd like to

         22  join Council Member Clark in honoring Dr. John Henry

         23  Clark and Ozzy Davis, two great, great giants in

         24  American community and particularly the African

         25  American community.

                                                            66

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2                 I had the pleasure of meeting and

          3  working with both of them. And I think this

          4  resolution is timely for the history that John Henry

          5  Clark has given us and Ozzy Davis and this City

          6  Council. He's come here on many occasions -- sorry,

          7  Dr. Kenneth B. Clark. I just would like to say that

          8  I honor both of them today, and I thank you very

          9  much for this resolution.

         10                 Thank you, Ms. Clarke.

         11                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         12  Member Vann.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Yes, thank you,

         14  Madam Public Advocate.

         15                 I, too, would like to express my

         16  feeling concerning Ozzy Davis, whom I knew

         17  personally, as perhaps others in the Chamber, what a

         18  great human being he was. He expressed that through

         19  advocacy, expressed it on the theatre, the movies

         20  and so forth, yet he remained a very, very humble

         21  man, if you ever had an opportunity to meet him. He

         22  will be sorely missed. He made a tremendous impact

         23  on the City, State and nation.

         24                 I was also acquainted with Dr.

         25  Kenneth B. Clark. I'm aware of the psychological
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          2  studies that he did, and the work that he did that

          3  undergird the war against poverty legislation,

          4  federal legislation, based on a lot of the research

          5  that he had done.

          6                 I'm aware of the fact that he was a

          7  regionist (phonetic) of the State of New York and he

          8  tried to make gains in that august body, to make

          9  changes in our education system. He is an icon in

         10  the black community, we mourn his loss, and we

         11  recognize significant contributions that he made.

         12                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         13  Member Katz.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Just very

         15  quickly, to pay my tribute as well to Ozzy Davis and

         16  Dr. Clark.

         17                 I had the honor of meeting for the

         18  first time Ozzy Davis about a week before he died,

         19  at Council Member Foster's church in her district,

         20  and when he died I felt a strong loss as well.

         21                 Just having met him and heard him

         22  speak in person for the first time, he truly touched

         23  me, and I just wanted to also pay my respects to the

         24  men. Thank you.

         25                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Seeing
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          2  nobody else -- oh, sorry, we're at a vote. Hold on.

          3                 Reso 354-A.

          4                 In favor?

          5                 Opposed?

          6                 Adopted.

          7                 Reso 358-A.

          8                 In favor?

          9                 Opposed?

         10                 Adopted.

         11                 Reso 362-A.

         12                 In favor?

         13                 Opposed?

         14                 Adopted.

         15                 Reso 829.

         16                 In favor?

         17                 Opposed?

         18                 Adopted.

         19                 Reso 956.

         20                 In favor?

         21                 Opposed?

         22                 Adopted.

         23                 Speaker Miller.

         24                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you. I'd just

         25  like to bring to the attention of my colleagues, I
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          2  imagine we're going to recess this meeting, right,

          3  Gary?

          4                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Yes.

          5                 SPEAKER MILLER: We're recessing this

          6  meeting. It's June 23rd? Is it? Or is it the 22nd?

          7                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: 23rd.

          8                 SPEAKER MILLER: 23rd. Time is flying.

          9  We have one week in order to adopt a budget for the

         10  City of New York, so all members should be ready to

         11  be called to City Hall for a budget agreement at

         12  very short notice.

         13                 There was a caucus that was scheduled

         14  for tomorrow. We have nothing in particular to

         15  report to you. So there's no reason for you to come

         16  in.

         17                 We will, however, people should be

         18  ready to come in at least Sunday evening, and at any

         19  point, I would not schedule a lot for Monday,

         20  Tuesday and Wednesday of next week, and if something

         21  changes we will give you a call and try to give you

         22  as much notice as is possible, while recognizing

         23  that time is short.

         24                 So, this is notice. We will call you

         25  and let you know when we need you to come down here.
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          2  We're not going to bring you down here until there's

          3  something substantive to report. But once we have

          4  something substantive to report, we're going to call

          5  you. We're not going to give you a huge amount of

          6  notice. At least be prepared to be here at 5:00

          7  Sunday evening. And at any point on Monday, Tuesday

          8  and Wednesday.

          9                 Thank you all for your understanding.

         10                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         11  Member Katz.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Thank you, Madam

         13  Public Advocate.

         14                 You know, it's funny how life comes

         15  around full circle. When I was a New York State

         16  Assemblywoman, about six years ago I passed a law

         17  that provided that if you got caught committing

         18  graffiti, or attempting to commit graffiti, that as

         19  part of your public service you were sentenced to

         20  cleaning up graffiti anywhere in the State of New

         21  York.

         22                 Now in the New York City Council I

         23  also am submitting a piece of legislation today that

         24  says if you are caught either committing graffiti or

         25  attempting to commit graffiti in violation of the
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          2  Administrative Code, that you will be sentenced as

          3  part of your community service to cleaning up

          4  graffiti. If we have graffiti artists, they should

          5  be doing it in their living room, not in the streets

          6  of the City of New York. And we need to make sure

          7  that those that commit graffiti understand how hard

          8  it is to take it off of our buildings, our bridges,

          9  and all the property of the City of New York.

         10                 I urge my colleagues to please join

         11  my piece of legislation.

         12                 Thank you very much.

         13                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Seeing

         14  nobody else -- oh, Council Member Gerson.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Yes, Madam

         16  Public Advocate. I also want to acknowledge the work

         17  on 186-A of my district office, Dirk McCall and

         18  Solomon Turkel, who worked so hard on this.

         19                 And to address the questions how will

         20  these tenants be able to afford to buy the

         21  buildings; well there are three answers.

         22                 Very quickly: One, there are

         23  currently projects in buildings where tenants have

         24  already raised the money, and now this bill will

         25  enable them. One I know of in Annabel Palma's
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          2  district, and there had been one in my district

          3  where the tenants were prepared to buy out the

          4  building and keep it affordable and had this

          5  legislation been in effect they would have done so,

          6  and would not have lost 1,300 units.

          7                 Secondly, this bill is shows that the

          8  economics follows the establishments of a legal

          9  right. This bill will generate, this bill will

         10  generate interest on the part of the banking

         11  community, and the not-for-profit community that

         12  work with tenants to find buy-out mechanisms.

         13                 And thirdly, and finally, we need to

         14  do our work and follow this up by creating an

         15  affordable housing preservation trust fund.

         16                 We've already spoken about this with

         17  the Mayor, and hopefully we'll work cooperatively to

         18  do that. It's not rocket science. It's the same

         19  financing which created the buildings in the first

         20  place we must now put together to implement 186.

         21  Thank you very much.

         22                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Seeing

         23  nobody else, the meeting is recessed.

         24                 (Hearing recessed at 2:55 p.m.)

         25
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          4

          5     STATE OF NEW YORK   )

          6     COUNTY OF NEW YORK  )

          7

          8

          9                 I, CINDY MILLELOT, a Certified

         10  Shorthand Reporter and Notary Public in and for the

         11  State of New York, do hereby certify that the

         12  foregoing is a true and accurate transcript of the

         13  within proceeding.

         14                 I further certify that I am not

         15  related to any of the parties to this action by

         16  blood or marriage, and that I am in no way

         17  interested in the outcome of this matter.

         18                 IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto

         19  set my hand this 23rd day of June 2005.
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                                   ---------------------

         25                          CINDY MILLELOT, CSR.
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