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          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2                 SPEAKER MILLER: Council Member

          3  Clarke, I know you have a special guest, a couple of

          4  guests probably who are here we are honoring today,

          5  and I would like to have you introduce your guests.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Thank you very

          7  much, Mr. Speaker.

          8                 Today we are honoring the 35th

          9  anniversary of Essence Magazine. Can we get a clap

         10  out there?

         11                 And joining me here, and with me

         12  today is Mikala Angela Davis, Executive Fashion and

         13  Beauty Editor for Essence Magazine.

         14                 She joined the magazine in July of

         15  2004, and in this role she is responsible for

         16  strengthening the relationship between Essence

         17  Fashion and Beauty Department, and the industry at

         18  large. She is an experienced journalist, renowned

         19  image maker.

         20                 Davis has built a stellar career

         21  conveying her unique style through words and images.

         22                 With an appreciation for the

         23  provocative, and an eye for cutting-edge style,

         24  Davis's career accomplishments have successfully

         25  bridged entertainment and pop culture.
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          2                 Prior to joining Essence, Ms. Davis

          3  served as Editor In Chief of Honey Magazine, and

          4  before that she served as Fashion Director.

          5                 Mr. Speaker, it's my honor to have

          6  Ms. Davis join us today and to honor the 35th

          7  anniversary of Essence Magazine.

          8                 SPEAKER MILLER: Indeed.

          9                 If we could have the clerk read the

         10  proclamation.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Council of the City of

         12  New York, Proclamation.

         13                 Whereas, the Council of the City of

         14  New York is pleased and proud to honor Essence

         15  Magazine and acknowledge the publication's

         16  invaluable contributions to the City on the occasion

         17  of its 35th Anniversary; and

         18                 Whereas: Essence Communications was

         19  founded in 1968 and during the past 35 years the

         20  company has grown into a vital business of diverse

         21  media properties and communications systems that

         22  includes Essence Magazine, the flagship publication

         23  launched in 1970 by Edward Lewis and Clarence O.

         24  Smith; and

         25                 Whereas: Essence Magazine is the
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          2  preeminent lifestyle magazine for today's African

          3  American woman; and, this publication has a monthly

          4  circulation of over one million and a readership of

          5  ore than seven million; and, the first issue of

          6  Essence Magazine hit the newsstands on May, 1970

          7  with a circulation of 50,000; and

          8                 Whereas: Through the years, Mr. Lewis

          9  and Mr. Smith guided Essence Magazine through

         10  diversification and expansion to create divisions

         11  focusing on television production, licensing and

         12  direct-mail marketing; and, the company produces the

         13  Essence Music Festival, an annual celebration of

         14  African American music and culture; and, also

         15  licenses Essence Eyewear and Essence Books; and

         16                 Whereas: Susan L. Taylor, the

         17  editorial director of Essence Magazine, has been the

         18  driving force behind one of the most celebrated

         19  African American-owned business success stories of

         20  the past three decades; and, the magazine has grown

         21  in such size and popularity that a joint venture was

         22  founded with Time Inc.; and

         23                 Whereas: Essence Magazine provides a

         24  professional home for the development of countless

         25  writers, editors, marketing & advertising
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          2  specialist, photographers and executives; and,

          3  Essence Magazine continues to give a voice to women

          4  of the African Diaspora through its sharing of

          5  knowledge, information and advice; and, Essence has

          6  truly been the Black Woman's other Bible; now,

          7  therefore

          8                 Be It Known: That the Council of the

          9  City of New York honors Essence Magazine.

         10                 Signed this 27th day of July in the

         11  year Two Thousand and Five, Gifford Miller, Speaker

         12  for the Entire Council; Yvette D. Clarke, Council

         13  Member, 40th District, Brooklyn.

         14                 SPEAKER MILLER: All right. Ms. Davis,

         15  we are so honored to have you here with us. We thank

         16  you for your work and we certainly celebrate this

         17  extraordinary important anniversary with you, and

         18  we'd be appreciative if you'd say a few words.

         19                 MS. DAVIS: This is so exciting. On

         20  behalf of Ed Lewis, and Michelle Ebanks and Susan

         21  Taylor, the entire Essence staff and the seven- to

         22  eight-million sisters we serve every month --

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: A few

         24  brothers there too.

         25                 MS. DAVIS: And a few, quite a number
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          2  of brothers up in there. Yes. And friends of the

          3  family. We're really, we're really honored to accept

          4  this and to continue another 35 years to educate,

          5  enlighten, empower and entertain black women. And we

          6  see another 35 years strong.

          7                 Come to our homecoming party in

          8  Harlem in September. We're going to have a big block

          9  party. Essence began in a brownstone in Harlem, so

         10  we're going to have our 35th big party there, so all

         11  of Council is welcome and come shake a leg with us.

         12                 SPEAKER MILLER: Outstanding. Thank

         13  you so much. Thank you.

         14                 Next we have Council Member Stewart.

         15  Council Member Stewart, I know you have a very

         16  special guest as well, who we want to honor as well.

         17                 Council Member Stewart, if you would.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: We would like

         19  to have Ms. Dwan Fraser-Stewart come forward, and

         20  bring your relatives with you.

         21                 My colleagues we have someone in our

         22  district that when we say that we're building our

         23  community block-by-block, we have someone who has

         24  been spearheading and being in the forefront,

         25  working with community leaders, with folks in the
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          2  district, making it the better place for us all to

          3  live, and today we have such one in the form of Ms.

          4  Dawn Stewart.

          5                 The same last name but she acquired

          6  that name. She's Dawn Fraser-Stewart.

          7                 We would like the Speaker to say a

          8  few words?

          9                 SPEAKER MILLER: Well, actually if we

         10  could ask the clerk to read the proclamation.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: City of New York,

         12  Proclamation.

         13                 Whereas: The Council of the City of

         14  New York is pleased and proud to join family,

         15  friends and distinguished members of the community

         16  in honoring Dwan Fraser-Stewart for her outstanding

         17  contribution to the community; and

         18                 Whereas: We are a City made strong by

         19  the efforts of individuals who give exemplary

         20  service to their community, whether through

         21  participation in volunteer programs, through unique

         22  personal achievement in their professional or other

         23  endeavors, or through a lifetime of good citizenry;

         24  and

         25                 Whereas: Dawn Cynthia Fraser-Stewart
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          2  is one such individual: a woman of great character

          3  and intelligence, she has distinguished herself in

          4  community service and community empowerment; and

          5                 Whereas: Ms. Fraser-Stewart was born

          6  in Guyana and immigrated to the United States in

          7  1972; ever the scholar, she graduated from Long

          8  Island University with a Bachelors Degree in

          9  Nursing, from the University of Maryland with a

         10  Bachelors Degree in Social Psychology and from Troy

         11  State University with a Masters Degree in Public

         12  Administration; she is currently completing her

         13  final year at George Mason University where she will

         14  receive her Doctorate in Environmental Science and

         15  Public Policy; and

         16                 Whereas: Ms. Fraser-Stewart has been

         17  involved in public service for over 25 years and has

         18  held executive and leadership positions with the

         19  Department of Defense and various military volunteer

         20  organizations; her career has focused on the safety

         21  and occupational health of civilians, foreign

         22  nationals, and military service members and she is

         23  currently the Safety and Occupational Director for

         24  the Walter Reed Army Medical Center and North

         25  Atlantic Regional Medical Center; and
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          2                 Whereas: In addition to her

          3  scholastic and professional achievements, Ms.

          4  Fraser-Stewart remains committed to the development

          5  of her community; she is the founder of Caribbean

          6  People International Collective, Inc. (CPIC); she is

          7  also the creator and program director of the CPIC

          8  HIV/AIDS program and is the founder of the first

          9  AIDS Walk Caribbean; she has established a

         10  nongovernmental organization in the Guyana known as

         11  "Monique's Helping Hands" and is currently

         12  participating in a voter registration and education

         13  initiative geared toward the Caribbean-American

         14  community; and

         15                 Whereas: Today, we honor Dawn Cynthia

         16  Fraser-Stewart, an individual who has distinguished

         17  herself in service to the community; she has

         18  enriched us with her presence and achievements and

         19  is truly a great friend of the City; now, therefore

         20                 Be It Known: That the Council of the

         21  City of New York most gratefully honors DAWN C.

         22  FRASER-STEWART for her contributions to the City and

         23  the community.

         24                 Signed, Gifford Miller, Speaker for

         25  the Entire Council; Kendall Stewart, Council Member,
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          2  45th District.

          3                 SPEAKER MILLER: Dawn, we are so

          4  appreciative of all your efforts. We're glad that

          5  you brought some of your family and friends here

          6  with you, and we are so grateful to Council Member

          7  Stewart for giving us this opportunity to honor you

          8  for your accomplishments. We'd love it if you would

          9  say a few words.

         10                 MS. FRASER-STEWART: Thank you. Good

         11  afternoon to everyone.

         12                 I would like to take this opportunity

         13  to say how grateful I am for an award, and for

         14  recognition for the work we've done in the Caribbean

         15  community. The pledge to the Caribbean community is

         16  to continue our work and do what we can to lift our

         17  community up.

         18                 And with that, I humbly accept, and

         19  on behalf of my members I say thank you. Truly thank

         20  you.

         21                 SPEAKER MILLER: Congratulations.

         22                 Council Member Barron. Council Member

         23  Barron, I know you have a very special guest.

         24                 Council Member Barron has a very

         25  special and much-loved guest, who we're going to
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          2  miss terribly, because he was the reason we were

          3  happy you were here.

          4                 So, Council Member Barron.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: I'm in trouble

          6  now. With Paul going, the Speaker has threatened me

          7  as soon as Paul decided to leave.

          8                 Well, Colette, why don't you all come

          9  up? He has a lot of guests here, a very, very

         10  special moment for us.

         11                 Our staff, here prioritize staff, I

         12  want staff to get in front of your Council Members

         13  because we are going to start the union. We're

         14  starting the CWU. PWU. The Paul Washington Union.

         15  But I just wanted to say to my chief of staff, Mr.

         16  Paul Washington, give him a big hand-clap. He has

         17  been a real great resource here. And his family is

         18  here. His wife is here. And this is his daughter

         19  Taleba. And we just want to say this family has

         20  committed so much to our struggle. Paul has a long

         21  history and a struggle, not just here at City Hall

         22  but his brother, Usef Iman was a cultural artist, a

         23  revolutionary in his right, and they were around

         24  with Malcolm X, and with Amiri Baraka, Leroy Jones,

         25  known to some, he was Reverend Daughtry and the
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          2  Black United Front, he was there for Jessie

          3  Jackson's run when he ran for President, Paul

          4  Washington was there.

          5                 So, I just wanted to say he's been a

          6  great resource and I will sorely, sorely miss him

          7  here at City Hall.

          8                 I know I'm in trouble now because you

          9  all stayed away from me because Paul was around. But

         10  I want to let you know, he's not going far and it

         11  will take him five minutes to come back. Five

         12  minutes to come back.

         13                 But he is going. He has always been

         14  the intellectual genius of our movement, so he's

         15  going to do some adjunct professorial teaching in

         16  philosophy at BMCC, and he's going to do some work

         17  in a program over at Medgar Evers College as well.

         18  So, he's leaving, but he's not, but we're going to

         19  sorely miss him but we're glad that he's taking on

         20  new challenges.

         21                 SPEAKER MILLER: If the clerk could

         22  read the proclamation.

         23                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: The Council, City

         24  of New York, Proclamation.

         25                 The Council of the City of New York
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          2  is pleased and proud to honor Paul T. Washington for

          3  his outstanding work as Chief of Staff to Council

          4  Member Charles Barron, and for his tremendous

          5  contributions to our City, State and Nation; and

          6                 Whereas: The New York City Council

          7  has exceptional people working within its ranks,

          8  individuals essential to articulating the concerns

          9  and contributing to the success of specific Council

         10  districts. Few embody these qualities better than

         11  Paul Washington, a man of integrity and deep

         12  intelligence who is rightfully considered one of our

         13  best and brightest; and

         14                 Whereas: Paul Washington is a man

         15  "profoundly of the mind," someone others recognize

         16  and respect for the depth and quality of his ideas.

         17  Paul's razory sharp intellect and his ability to get

         18  inside of a problem and usher it into clarity are

         19  two of the many qualities he's brought to the

         20  Council, qualities that have helped greatly improve

         21  quality of life for residents within the 42nd

         22  Councilmanic district of Brooklyn; and

         23                 Whereas: A man of great humility and

         24  quiet strength, Paul Washington has had a remarkable

         25  career working to empower the voiceless and the
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          2  underserved. His work, both here at the Council and

          3  more importantly within the community, reveals a

          4  passionate dedication to principles of social

          5  justice and has helped him become a thunderous force

          6  for social change; and

          7                 Whereas: Paul Washington understands

          8  the importance of giving back to others. Prior to

          9  arriving at the Council, Paul was a case

         10  manager/educational coordinator at Pamoja House,

         11  where he mentored the homeless and substance

         12  abusers, providing them with essential guidance to

         13  help them succeed in life. Paul is also the Founder

         14  and Executive Director of the Institute of

         15  International Relations, Inc., an important

         16  organization that promotes African-American History

         17  and International Affairs in colleges and

         18  Universities around the country; and

         19                 Whereas: Paul Washington has

         20  continued the important legacy of social activism

         21  begun by his family, a family that has made great

         22  contributions to some of our nation's most important

         23  leaders and voices of social and cultural dissent,

         24  including Malcolm X, Rev. Herbert Daughtry, Kitu

         25  Weusi and Amiri Baraka; and
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          2                 Whereas: Consummate professional and

          3  staunch supporter for oppressed peoples throughout

          4  the City and our nation; profound thinker whose

          5  views have helped shape, arm and inform the struggle

          6  for liberation and civil rights; mentor and educator

          7  who has helped strengthen cultural and social

          8  awareness within the African-American community; and

          9  the true intellectual engine behind the Movement for

         10  Empowerment, Paul Washington's legacy is broad and

         11  highly significant, and will continue to unfold as

         12  he embraces new challenges in his life and career --

         13  few more important than becoming a Program Director

         14  at Medgar Evers College and a college lecturer at

         15  BMCC, expanding and challenging young minds to reach

         16  their full potential; and

         17                 Whereas: Paul has greatly enriched

         18  the New York City Council with his presence and it

         19  is with gratitude and joy that we wish him the very

         20  best in all his future endeavors; now, therefore

         21                 Be It Known: That the Council of the

         22  City of New York most gratefully honors Paul T.

         23  Washington.

         24                 Signed, Gifford Miller, Speaker for

         25  the Entire Council; Charles Barron, Council Member,
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          2  42nd District, Brooklyn.

          3                 SPEAKER MILLER: Paul, we are indeed,

          4  all of us in the Council, are proud of you. And

          5  thank you for your service to the people of the City

          6  of New York, and all of us, and we would be honored

          7  if you'd say a few words.

          8                 MR. WASHINGTON: Thank you, Speaker

          9  Miller. You've always been kind and gracious, even

         10  when we first met you. Well, I'd like to give thanks

         11  to Council Member Barron, Charles, for giving me the

         12  opportunity to be here, because if it wasn't him, me

         13  and him sitting around the kitchen table scheming

         14  and plotting, we wouldn't be here today.

         15                 But more than that, I'd like to thank

         16  the graciousness and generosity of all the Council

         17  members. Michael Nelson, we used to talk philosophy

         18  a little bit. Even Simcha Felder, we used to talk

         19  philosophy. But it has been a great opportunity. And

         20  most importantly, I'd like to thank the staff, the

         21  staff who I worked with in City Hall, my staff

         22  members, my staff, people that I worked with, Lindal

         23  Candis, Kevin, Natassa, all of them have contributed

         24  greatly. Ms. Cook, especially. All of them have

         25  contributed greatly.
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          2                 But I'd like to thank the staff of

          3  City Hall, central staff and the staff workers of

          4  the Council members. You all got jewels and diamonds

          5  in the rough and you all need to cultivate them like

          6  Charles cultivated me. I don't want to give you all

          7  a lecture but it has been, all you all have been

          8  great. Even my man, Michael McMahon.

          9                 It has been a great opportunity and a

         10  privilege just to be a servant to you all, and I'm

         11  internally indebted to you. Wait til my book come

         12  out.

         13                 I really thank you. Thank you very

         14  much.

         15                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you, Paul.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: May I have

         17  your attention for a moment, please? Just stay still

         18  for a minute. This is not the starting of the

         19  meeting.

         20                 I just wanted to invite all of you,

         21  all of you, August 12th, Friday August 12th -- hold

         22  up, Yvette, we could do that afterwards. Just one

         23  second, please. I didn't mean to call you out.

         24  Milton. Milton, hold it. I just forgot an important

         25  announcement.
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          2                 August 12th, a Friday, at the House

          3  of the Lord Church, Reverend Daughtry's church, 415

          4  Atlantic Avenue, between Bond and Nevins, we're

          5  going to have an evening with Paul Washington. We're

          6  going to honor him. So we want all of you to come on

          7  out from six to nine p.m., August 12th, Friday.

          8  Thank you very much. Give Paul another big

          9  hand-clap.

         10                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Ladies and

         11  gentlemen, everybody please rise for the pledge of

         12  allegiance.

         13                 (Pledge of Allegiance.)

         14                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Thank you

         15  very much, ladies and gentlemen.

         16                 Roll call.

         17                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Addabbo.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Here.

         19                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Arroyo.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER ARROYO: Here.

         21                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Avella.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Here.

         23                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Baez.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ: Here.

         25                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Barron.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Here.

          3                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Boyland.

          4                 (No response.)

          5                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Brewer.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Here.

          7                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Clarke.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Here.

          9                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Comrie.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Here.

         11                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: DeBlasio.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEBLASIO: Here.

         13                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Dilan.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: Here.

         15                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Felder.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Here.

         17                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Fidler.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Here.

         19                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Foster.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Here.

         21                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gallagher.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Here.

         23                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gennaro.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Here.

         25                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gentile.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: Here.

          3                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gerson.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Here.

          5                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gioia.

          6                 (No response.)

          7                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gonzalez.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER GONZALEZ: Here.

          9                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Jackson.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Here.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: James.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: Here.

         13                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Jennings.

         14                 (No response.)

         15                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Katz.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Here.

         17                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Koppell.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Here.

         19                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Lanza.

         20                 (No response.)

         21                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Liu.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Here.

         23                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Lopez.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: Here.

         25                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Martinez.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Here.

          3                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: McMahon.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Here.

          5                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Monserrate.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Here.

          7                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Moskowitz.

          8                 (No response.)

          9                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Nelson.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Here.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Palma.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER PALMA: Here.

         13                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Perkins.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Here.

         15                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Provenzano.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: Here.

         17                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Quinn.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: Here.

         19                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Recchia.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Here.

         21                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Reed.

         22                 (No response.)

         23                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Reyna.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: Present.

         25                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Sanders.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Here.

          3                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Seabrook.

          4                 (No response.)

          5                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Sears.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Here.

          7                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Stewart.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Yes.

          9                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Vallone.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Here.

         11                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Vann.

         12                 (No response.)

         13                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Weprin.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Here.

         15                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Yassky.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Here.

         17                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Oddo.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Here.

         19                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Rivera.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: Here.

         21                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Speaker Miller.

         22                 SPEAKER MILLER: Here.

         23                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: We have a quorum,

         24  Ma'am.

         25                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: A quorum is
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          2  present.

          3                 Rabbi Glass, would you do the

          4  invocation, please.

          5                 RABBI GLASS: Thank you, Madam Public

          6  Advocate.

          7                 Men and women of the City Council.

          8  These three weeks in the Jewish calendar culminating

          9  in the ninth day in the Hebrew Month of Av represent

         10  all the periods of tragedy and Jewish history,

         11  including destruction of the Holy Temples, the

         12  Inquisition and the beginning of World War I.

         13                 One uses this time of year to reflect

         14  on our vulnerability, both individually and

         15  collectively. We are especially attuned to the

         16  precarious nature of the mission of our brave men

         17  and women in space, and on the ground in harm's way.

         18                 Let us hope and pray for new era of

         19  peace and harmony. We await the time when tragedy

         20  will be replaced by rejoicing and suffering will be

         21  followed by redemption.

         22                 Amen.

         23                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Speaker

         24  Miller.

         25                 SPEAKER MILLER: My colleagues, if I
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          2  could ask you to rise again, we're going to,

          3  unfortunately, have another moment of silence.

          4                 Today we remember Mannie Ornado of

          5  the Army National Guard, was killed in Iraq on June

          6  29th, 2005.

          7                 He was a resident of Sunset Park in

          8  Brooklyn, and he leaves behind a wife, and two young

          9  sons and our thoughts and prayers are with his

         10  family, his friends, and all the men and women who

         11  continue to serve our country abroad in harm's way

         12  today.

         13                 (Moment of Silence observed.)

         14                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you.

         15                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Motion to

         16  spread the invocation. Sorry, I forgot that.

         17                 Council Member Brewer.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: I move to

         19  spread the invocation.

         20                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So moved.

         21                 Adoption of Minutes.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: I make a

         23  motion that the minutes of the Stated Meeting of

         24  June 20th, be adopted as printed.

         25                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you.
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          2                 Messages and Papers from the Mayor.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 642.

          4                 SPEAKER MILLER: Housing and

          5  Buildings.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 643.

          7                 SPEAKER MILLER: General Welfare.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 644.

          9                 SPEAKER MILLER: General Welfare.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 645.

         11                 SPEAKER MILLER: General Welfare.

         12                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM:

         13  Communication from City, County and Borough Offices.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Preconsidered M

         15  646 and preconsidered M 647.

         16                 SPEAKER MILLER: Both deferred to

         17  Finance.

         18                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Petitions

         19  and Communications.

         20                 SPEAKER MILLER: None.

         21                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Land Use

         22  Call-Ups.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 648.

         24                 SPEAKER MILLER: At this point I'd ask

         25  the Clerk to call the roll on the Land Use Call-Ups.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Addabbo.

          3                 (No response.)

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Arroyo.

          5                 (No response.)

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Avella.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Aye.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Baez.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ: Aye.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Barron.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Aye on all.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Boyland.

         13                 (No response.)

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Brewer.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Aye.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Clarke.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Aye on all.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Comrie.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Aye on all.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: DeBlasio.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEBLASIO: Aye on all.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Dilan.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: Aye.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Felder.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Aye.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Fidler.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Aye.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Foster.

          5                 (No response.)

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gallagher.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Aye.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gennaro.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Aye.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gentile.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: Aye on all.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gerson.

         13                 (No response.)

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gonzalez.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER GONZALEZ: Aye on all.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jackson.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Aye on all.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: James.

         19                 (No response.)

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jennings.

         21                 (No response.)

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Katz.

         23                 (No response.)

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Koppell.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Aye.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Liu.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Yes.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lopez.

          5                 (No response.)

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Martinez.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Aye on all.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: McMahon.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Aye on all.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Monserrate.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Aye.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Nelson.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Aye on all.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Palma.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER PALMA: Aye on all.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Perkins.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Aye. Aye.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Provenzano.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: Yes.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Quinn.

         21                 (No response.)

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Recchia.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Aye.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reyna.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: Aye.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sanders.

          3                 (No response.)

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sears.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Aye.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Stewart.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Aye.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vallone.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Aye.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vann.

         11                 (No response.)

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Weprin.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Aye.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Yassky.

         15                 (No response.)

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Oddo.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Yes.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Rivera.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA:  Aye.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Perkins.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: With your

         22  permission, I'd like to vote aye on all coupled

         23  general orders.

         24                 Thank you for your permission. I vote

         25  aye on all.
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          2                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Thank you.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Speaker Mr. Miller.

          5                 SPEAKER MILLER:  Aye.

          6                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: You want

          7  permission? So ordered.

          8                 SPEAKER MILLER: Me?

          9                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: No, Addabbo.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Addabbo.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Aye on all.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Quinn.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: Aye on all.

         14                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Today's Land

         15  Use Call-Ups, adopted by a vote of 37 in the

         16  affirmative, zero in the negative.

         17                 Communication from the Speaker.

         18                 Mr. Speaker.

         19                 SPEAKER MILLER: My colleagues, we're

         20  doing a number of important pieces of legislation

         21  today, but I want to particularly draw to your

         22  attention legislation to give a little bit of a

         23  break to New Yorkers.

         24                 It's been a tough couple of years and

         25  our City is starting to experience a little bit
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          2  better financial times, and we can afford at this

          3  point to give a bit of a break to New Yorkers, and

          4  that's what we're doing today by repealing Sunday

          5  Parking meters.

          6                 There's no reason in these times for

          7  us to continue to force New Yorkers to have to feed

          8  the meters all day long all Sunday.

          9                 Once a week even parking meters can

         10  take a rest.

         11                 So, it's the right thing to do. I'm

         12  pleased it has such broad support in the City

         13  Council, and I thank all of my colleagues for

         14  supporting this legislation.

         15                 I'd also just like to note that we're

         16  joined by a Council Member from Rio Dijanero,

         17  Council Member Andre' Biarra. She's here. We thank

         18  her for her work and we appreciate your attendance

         19  this afternoon.

         20                 We're also today passing legislation

         21  to expand the SCRIE and create the DRIE for the

         22  first time, and I want to particularly salute the

         23  advocates, the members of the Council, my colleague,

         24  Council Member Lopez, as well as other members of

         25  the Council, who have fought so hard to bring
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          2  finally relief to disabled workers from rent

          3  increases that are causing any of them to

          4  potentially lose their homes, the DRIE bill is the

          5  right thing to do, and I'm very pleased, as well as

          6  the expansion of the SCRIE, to incomes up to

          7  $29,000, which is the right thing to do as well.

          8                 So, I thank all my colleagues for

          9  their work, and that concludes my communication

         10  today.

         11                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Discussion

         12  of General Orders.

         13                 Council Member Martinez.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Thank you,

         15  Madam Public Advocate.

         16                 Madam Public Advocate, I want to

         17  speak in support of my colleagues on Intro. 607, a

         18  very important legislation that addresses the health

         19  issues in our community, as a concern to lead

         20  poisoning.

         21                 Intro. 207 is a progressive,

         22  proactive legislation that will permit the J-51

         23  benefit to owners of multiple dwelling. It will

         24  allow them to do the lead abatement whether the

         25  apartment is empty or not, whether a child lives in
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          2  the apartment or not.

          3                 This is a proactive legislation that

          4  will prevent further lead poisoning of our children.

          5  It is also a legislation that preserve the

          6  affordability of a vacant apartment since the cost

          7  of the lead abate will not be passed on to a future

          8  tenant of that vacant apartment.

          9                 And most importantly, it also

         10  encouraged owners to do the lead abatement, because

         11  it also addressed issues of requirement, liability

         12  and regulations that often discourage landlord

         13  owners from doing the lead abatement.

         14                 So, I ask the support of my

         15  colleagues in moving forward this legislation, and

         16  keeping in hand and in our mind the health of our

         17  children.

         18                 Thank you, Madam Public Advocate.

         19                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you.

         20                 Council Member Barron.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: I want to

         22  commend Council Member Monserrate for his

         23  introduction of 669, which would suspend the

         24  activation of parking meters on Sunday.

         25                 I think this is a great piece of
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          2  legislation for religious institutions, and I think

          3  it was very, very sensitive and mindful of him to

          4  come forth with this kind of legislation.

          5                 That has truly been a problem in

          6  front of many of the churches in our City, and I

          7  think this will provide a great opportunity for

          8  church members to be less harassed around parking.

          9                 So, Council Member Monserrate, I

         10  congratulate you for that. And hopefully for all of

         11  those church members that would have gotten hundred

         12  dollar fines, they can put it into the collection

         13  plate maybe and pick up the churches. Churches

         14  provide a great service to our community.

         15                 Thank you, Council Member Monserrate.

         16                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: And speaking

         17  of Council Member Monserrate.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Thank you,

         19  Madam Chair.

         20                 First and foremost, I'd like to thank

         21  all my colleagues in this body for the overwhelming

         22  support that they have declared for this

         23  introduction that will eliminate the activation of

         24  parking meters on Sunday.

         25                 I want to thank the Speaker of the
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          2  City Council for his leadership and his support on

          3  this very important measure.

          4                 It was not too long ago that in fact

          5  our City, encountering great fiscal crisis and need,

          6  took on several measures to ensure revenue for the

          7  City. This was one of them.

          8                 But now that we are in a better

          9  economic times, and now that all the leadership in

         10  this City praises the fact that we have a surplus

         11  budget, this is an important initiative to give back

         12  to the average New Yorker. And, yes, this will

         13  impact upon hundreds of thousands of people who

         14  choose Sunday as their day of worship, they won't

         15  have to pay to pray, and this won't be seen as a tax

         16  on worship.

         17                 But it also benefits the millions of

         18  New Yorkers in this City on Sundays who like to stay

         19  here and shop, and not worry about paying meters or

         20  getting tickets.

         21                 It also benefits those who want to

         22  spend a leisure day at the park in their own

         23  communities, and not have to worry about getting

         24  tickets. And those like me and millions of other New

         25  Yorkers who live in mixed use zones where there's
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          2  commercial and residential, we're giving them a

          3  small break on Sundays not to have to pay.

          4                 This is the right thing to do, and we

          5  urge this Administration, in particular, the Mayor

          6  of the City of New York has made declarations to

          7  sign onto this bill. It's the right thing to do for

          8  the people of the City of New York, and it would be

          9  extremely unfortunate if the Mayor in his own

         10  political rhetoric gets lost and doesn't support

         11  this bill.

         12                 I thank my colleagues very much, and

         13  here's one back for the average folks in the City of

         14  New York. This is for you. Thank you.

         15                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

         16  Council member.

         17                 Thank you, Council Member Monserrate.

         18                 Council Member DeBlasio.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER DeBLASIO: Thank you,

         20  Madam Public Advocate.

         21                 I just want to say, even though it's

         22  the July meeting, I think we're doing some real

         23  ground-breaking stuff today and I want to commend

         24  the sponsors of the various pieces of legislation.

         25  Just what we're doing on rent increase exemption --
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          2  rent exemptions for disabled folks, would be big

          3  news, and congratulations to Council Member Lopez,

          4  just what we're doing to try and deal with lead

          5  paint poisoning, would be big news and

          6  congratulations to Council Member Martinez.

          7                 But I think on top of all of that,

          8  we're doing something fundamentally important, in

          9  terms of the parking meter issue, Intro. 669.

         10                 I want to say to the two co-prime

         11  sponsors, Council Member Monserrate and Council

         12  Member Gentile, we all owe you a debt of gratitude

         13  for the leadership you've shown on this issue.

         14                 This is quality of life. We have

         15  asked the people of New York City to take on a lot

         16  of burdens in the last few years. Some people

         17  believe that one way you thank them for their

         18  efforts is with a tax rebate.

         19                 I think you can also rethank them for

         20  what they've gone through by relieving them of the

         21  pressures of Sunday parking meters.

         22                 So, I think it's very important and

         23  positive legislation.

         24                 As a Brooklynite, I'd like to say

         25  Council Member Gentile has been fighting for years,
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          2  and I've been at the public meetings with him in

          3  Brooklyn where he has consistently raised this

          4  issue.

          5                 He has been a real voice for the

          6  average Brooklynite, and I know for the people of

          7  his district, to say that we've got to do something

          8  about quality of life, and this is a very easy, and,

          9  by the way, very low-cost way to do that.

         10                 Lastly, I want to thank all of my

         11  colleagues who were at the Finance Committee

         12  hearing, and I want to give a special thank you to

         13  Council Member John Liu, who even though he didn't

         14  agree with legislation, really was extremely

         15  eloquent in the way he responded to the

         16  inappropriate comments by our Transportation

         17  Commissioner. I think it was particularly powerful

         18  that he had a difference on the substance but that

         19  didn't stop him from setting the record straight on

         20  the way she was showing disdain towards the Council,

         21  and I hope she will reconsider her comments going

         22  forward.

         23                 So, I urge everyone to support Intro.

         24  669. Thank you.

         25                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council
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          2  Member Brewer.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Thank you very

          4  much.

          5                 I just want to echo the sentiments

          6  regarding the parking on Sunday.

          7                 Representing Manhattan, this is not

          8  the number one issue in terms of houses of worship,

          9  because many of us walk to the worship, or take the

         10  subway. But the fact of the matter is, the quality

         11  of life and the fact that one day to be able to

         12  spend with a family without feeding the meter is

         13  something that I think all of us would appreciate.

         14                 I also want to mention, Ann

         15  Cunningham is here from my office, working days and

         16  days and years and years with disables and seniors,

         17  trying to afford the rent.

         18                 I want to congratulate Council Member

         19  Gentile, Council Member Lopez. There is nothing

         20  perhaps more quality of life than a home, and if you

         21  can afford it, that's even better.

         22                 The fact of the matter is that these

         23  two pieces of legislation go in that direction.

         24                 I'd also, as time goes on, like to

         25  see the ceiling raised, but this is a good start.
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          2                 Thank you very much.

          3                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          4  Member Katz.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Thank you, Madam

          6  Public Advocate.

          7                 I also would like to echo some of the

          8  comments of my colleagues. I think we're doing great

          9  work here in the middle of the summer, and I think

         10  that should be noted.

         11                 I come from an extremely

         12  senior-oriented district. I have one of the highest

         13  percentages of senior citizens in my district. So,

         14  to raise the SCRIE level for my constituents is

         15  probably one of the greatest things we can do in

         16  this body.

         17                 I also remember the fight up in

         18  Albany when I was a former Assembly member every

         19  single year fighting for anything we possibly could

         20  for our tenants. So, I want to support that and also

         21  the rent increase exemption for the disabled.

         22                 There have been many advocates, I

         23  know Michael is here today. But up in Albany and in

         24  the City Council fighting for this, and it is this

         25  body that is doing it and I'm extremely proud that

                                                            43

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  we are fighting for an exemption for the disabled in

          3  the City of New York as well so their rents will not

          4  be increased.

          5                 But I'd also like to echo the Sunday

          6  parking meters. Yes, this is about a lot of things

          7  here in the City of New York, and I think we put a

          8  lot of burdens on our constituents in New York.

          9                 We raised the real property tax. The

         10  assessed values go up every year. Rent stabilized

         11  tenants get an increase every single year in their

         12  rent. Rent control tenants get an increase and

         13  sometimes New Yorkers need a break.

         14                 And we always had that break on

         15  Sunday and it's nice to know there's one day a week

         16  you don't have to deal with it. You can go shopping,

         17  you can go to church, you can do whatever it is

         18  you'd like to do, and you know that the City is

         19  finally giving some sort of a break to the average

         20  every day New Yorker who really needs it in this

         21  City.

         22                 We've put enough of a burden on them.

         23  I'm proud today that we're going to give this small

         24  token to the constituents of the City of New York.

         25                 Thank you.
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          2                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          3  Member Avella.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Thank you,

          5  Madam Public Advocate.

          6                 I'm actually going to talk against

          7  Intro. 669. I certainly appreciate the intent of the

          8  sponsors of this bill, and my colleagues who want to

          9  give a break to the average motorist. But when you

         10  really look at what this bill is supposed to

         11  accomplish, to provide, as was just said by one of

         12  my colleagues, the opportunity for people to go

         13  shopping and attend their church, well, in fact --

         14  Madam Public Advocate, can I have --

         15                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Quiet,

         16  please.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: What it does,

         18  in fact, is reverse. Parking meters on Sunday have

         19  existed in many areas of the City of New York for

         20  decades. They're there for a reason, to provide

         21  mobility, not only for religious communities, for

         22  religious houses of worship, but also for the

         23  merchants and the community.

         24                 Take them away and all you will have

         25  is on Friday evening, when the meters go out of

                                                            45

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  existence, when the time is allotted, elapses,

          3  people will just park in those spots from Friday

          4  evening til Monday morning.

          5                 The people that will go to the

          6  church, the house of worship, are not going to have

          7  a parking spot. The people who go to the local mom

          8  and pop shopping district, are not going to have a

          9  parking spot, because parking is at a premium in

         10  those areas and those cars are not going to move.

         11                 Quite frankly, we're going to be back

         12  here, maybe not with us, but some future Council

         13  body is going to be overturning this because people

         14  are going to start screaming that they can't go

         15  shopping, that they can, in fact, not park by the

         16  local house of worship.

         17                 I appreciate the intent, but

         18  unfortunately this bill is going to do the exact

         19  opposite.

         20                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         21  Member Gentile.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: Thank you,

         23  Madam Public Advocate.

         24                 I rise today on two matters; on 666,

         25  which is the increase in the SCRIE bill, SCRIE
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          2  income eligibility.

          3                 With this bill and everybody's

          4  support, we will increase immediately the income

          5  eligibility to $25,000 for seniors, and increase it

          6  $1,000 each year to 2009, so that by then it will be

          7  a $29,000 income eligibility. And that will mean

          8  many, many, many, many more seniors on fixed incomes

          9  will be eligible for the SCRIE programs.

         10                 And then today, with 669, the Sunday

         11  meter parking bill, it is a combination of two years

         12  of fighting to remove Sunday parking meters, my bill

         13  that I introduced in August of '03, and then teaming

         14  up with my colleague Hiram Monserrate, Larry

         15  Seabrook in the Bronx, and many others until we got

         16  43 co-sponsors on the combined bill that we present

         17  today.

         18                 And let me just say that this is a

         19  bill that crosses all five boroughs, all

         20  backgrounds, all ethnicities. It gives a break to

         21  those who do worship on Sunday, it also gives a

         22  break to those who use Sunday as a family day, as a

         23  day for recreation and a day for rest. And certainly

         24  for those who think that there will be chaos in the

         25  streets if we remove Sunday parking meters, I just

                                                            47

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  ask, remind you to think back two and a half years

          3  ago, before those meters were put into effect no one

          4  was fighting for parking spots, no one was hogging

          5  spots. This is a thing that we should do for the

          6  people of the City of New York. Give them a break.

          7  Your vote here today will tell the Mayor three

          8  things; one, enough is enough, leave us alone on

          9  Sunday, and sign this bill into law.

         10                 My colleagues, Mr. Mayor, in the City

         11  that never sleeps, New Yorkers deserve a day off and

         12  Sunday is that day.

         13                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         14  Member Clarke.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Thank you,

         16  Madam Public Advocate.

         17                 I wanted to add my voice to those of

         18  my colleagues who are in favor of the passage of

         19  these two pieces of legislation starting with the

         20  rent increase exemption for persons with

         21  disabilities. This really demonstrates our ability

         22  as a legislative body to consider the needs of all

         23  New Yorkers. And often times persons with

         24  disabilities are not given the due respect and

         25  support in their ability to be a part of a greater
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          2  society that recognizes the needs of everyone.

          3                 This is extraordinary legislation,

          4  and I'd like to thank and commend Council Member

          5  Lopez for making sure that we have it available for

          6  passage today.

          7                 And then with respect to suspending

          8  the activation of parking meters on Sundays, I want

          9  to say job well done to Council Member Gentile, and

         10  Council Member Monserrate.

         11                 There is nothing more disruptive to a

         12  Sunday worship service than individuals running out

         13  of the service to feed the meter.

         14                 We say an invocation every time we

         15  start the session here at the City Council, which

         16  means that we are centering and focusing ourselves

         17  around a power greater than ours. It's that time

         18  that we hope that we focus our energy and mediate on

         19  that force.

         20                 To be in the middle of a service

         21  where one is focusing on that type of force that has

         22  brought us all here to this place and this time and

         23  you have to bear in mind that man sets standards for

         24  when one must pay their dues literally is really I

         25  think a step backwards. And, so, this legislation

                                                            49

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  puts us in tune with a force greater than ourselves

          3  and I say today is the day to pass it, and thank you

          4  very much, Madam Public Advocate.

          5                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you

          6  very much, Council member.

          7                 Council Member Comrie.

          8                 Could you keep your buzz down,

          9  please? A little buzz in the room today.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Thank you,

         11  Madam Public Advocate. I also want to congratulate

         12  all of those members that were involved in Intro.

         13  669 with -- for the parking meter legislation, and

         14  also to continue helping our disabled and our senior

         15  community, as one of our primary responsibilities as

         16  Council members to get back to those of us who have

         17  put in time and effort in this City where they have

         18  been able to retire, and this City should do

         19  everything they can to ensure that their retirement,

         20  and that their senior years are giving as many

         21  amenities as possible, the SCRIE legislation will do

         22  that, and especially helping the disabled on rent

         23  abatements will be a wonderful thing that this

         24  Council will be doing for this entire City.

         25                 I just wanted to take a moment today
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          2  to focus on two Land Use items. One in my district,

          3  LU 516 and Resolution 111, which will permit a new

          4  lower density and contextual zoning throughout 196

          5  block area of Cambria Heights, and also Land Use

          6  item 510 and Resolution 1105, which would do zoning

          7  and some protection for the Amboy Road area district

          8  51 in Staten Island.

          9                 I understand that, if you read today

         10  one of today's papers, Jamaica is a new hot area for

         11  land abuse, where people are coming in and doing

         12  redevelopment, in such a focused manner, ala what

         13  had happened in Staten Island. I want to

         14  congratulate the Staten Island Delegation for

         15  leading the way in protective zoning. I want to

         16  congratulate Tony Avella, who is the Chair of the

         17  Subcommittee on Zoning and Franchises, for his work

         18  in doing protective zoning.

         19                 This gave Cambria Heights the idea

         20  and the ability to realize that they could protect

         21  their neighborhoods too, and in my district I'm

         22  being plagued by developers that are coming in and

         23  tearing down buildings.

         24                 I want to thank Tony Avella, the

         25  Chair, Melinda Katz, the Chair and the entire Land
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          2  Use Committee for their voting these items, and I

          3  encourage members to vote all items out today.

          4                 Thank you.

          5                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          6  Member Fidler.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: I just want to

          8  say a few words about the parking meter bill, which

          9  I am a co-sponsor of.

         10                 When the topic first came up, I heard

         11  from the Administration that we couldn't afford it.

         12  And that was so patently ridiculous that we don't

         13  hear that anymore.

         14                 Now I'm starting to hear, and with

         15  all due respect to Council Member Avella, I heard

         16  this from the Mayor earlier in the week, that if we

         17  eliminate parking meters on Sunday, there will be no

         18  parking spots because people will start parking

         19  there on Saturday night.

         20                 Has it occurred to anyone that it's

         21  within the power of the Commissioner of the

         22  Department of Transportation to post a "No Parking"

         23  sign say from five to six in the morning on Saturday

         24  night, Sunday morning, and that problem would be

         25  solved?
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          2                 I mean, must we fight as opposed to

          3  come to a common sense conclusion so we can get to a

          4  result that will benefit New Yorkers? It just seems

          5  to me to be a no brainer.

          6                 I congratulate Council Members

          7  Monserrate and Gentile for leading the fight on this

          8  issue. I think it's something we owe people who want

          9  and don't want to have to pay to pray in this City,

         10  and, you know, the argument that there won't be

         11  parking spots is just, it really comes down to being

         12  silly.

         13                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         14  Member Liu.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Thank you, Madam

         16  Public Advocate.

         17                 I want to also add my feelings of

         18  congratulations to Council Member Monserrate and

         19  Council Member Gentile on the passage of their bill.

         20                 As the Chair of the Transportation

         21  Committee, I studied this issue at great length with

         22  staff and other members of the Committee, and I will

         23  have to vote no on this, and certainly I respect the

         24  vast majority of my colleagues in this body, they

         25  are in support of this measure.
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          2                 I would just like to remind my

          3  colleagues of a couple of things.

          4                 One is that parking meters in New

          5  York City serve a very simple purpose, that is

          6  simply to ensure turnover of scarce on-street

          7  parking spaces, and by deactivating parking meters

          8  when businesses are doing brisk business, we have

          9  run the very real risk of increasing double parking

         10  that will endanger pedestrians and motorists.

         11                 Secondly, I fear that there will be a

         12  number of people, many New Yorkers, in fact,

         13  hundreds of thousands of New Yorkers as well, who

         14  don't pray necessarily on Sundays, but they pray on

         15  Saturdays and on Fridays, and they have been

         16  completely out of the consideration in the

         17  deliberations on this bill.

         18                 And, finally, I'll point out that in

         19  the end I don't believe that this will actually help

         20  the Sunday church-goers.

         21                 In fact, it will serve to make those

         22  parking spaces that much more difficult to find, and

         23  I feel with certainty that we will have to revisit

         24  this issue within a matter of months.

         25                 Thank you, Madam Public Advocate.
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          2                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          3  Member Vallone.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Thank you,

          5  Madam Public Advocate.

          6                 I'd just like to clear up the record

          7  with regards to something said by Council Member

          8  Avella, that nobody can park on a Friday evening

          9  through the entire weekend.  We did not ban meters

         10  for the entire weekend, just on Sundays. That being

         11  said, I'm a proud sponsor of this bill. I'd like to

         12  thank Council Members Monserrate, Gentile and

         13  everyone else who has worked hard on this. Pay to

         14  pray was never supposed to be here to stay, and

         15  thanks to this City Council today it's gone. So,

         16  thank you.

         17                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         18  Member Koppell.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: I think it

         20  only fair to comment that parking meters and the

         21  charge for parking is not only, although that may be

         22  a purpose, it's certainly not the only purpose of

         23  parking meters. They're there to gain revenue for

         24  the City. Otherwise you wouldn't have increases in

         25  the parking meter charges every number of years
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          2  consistent with inflation and consistent with the

          3  needs of the City.

          4                 When these parking meters were

          5  installed, it was part of a fiscal package to get

          6  more money for the City.

          7                 It wasn't just to create circulation,

          8  although that may be a side benefit.

          9                 The fact is that if you own a car in

         10  the City of New York, you feel constantly harassed.

         11  You have alternate side of the street parking, you

         12  have special parking restrictions for parades or

         13  other special events, or for construction or for

         14  movie companies that come in. And then you have the

         15  parking meters that you have to be careful. And have

         16  to be careful not only of putting money in the

         17  parking meter when it's required, but also sometimes

         18  you can't even park at the parking meter because

         19  it's a day when you also have alternate side of the

         20  street parking at the same time as the parking

         21  meter.

         22                 So, the fact is, if you own a car,

         23  you're constantly chased from pillar to post. You

         24  know, whatever your religion, you believe in one day

         25  of rest. And, so, I would say to you that, let's
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          2  have one day of rest for the person who feeds the

          3  meters.

          4                 On another subject, I'm so delighted

          5  that we are passing today an increase in the SCRIE

          6  exemption, and also extending it to the disabled.

          7                 I think all of my colleagues should

          8  recognize and remind their constituents that this is

          9  costing the taxpayers in excess of $4 million a

         10  year.

         11                 This is not something the landlord is

         12  granting. The landlord gets a tax abatement for

         13  exactly the amount of the rent that they're not

         14  collecting.

         15                 And when your constituent who is a

         16  senior citizen or a disabled person says what are

         17  you doing for me, you remind them that we're helping

         18  pay their rent if they're of low income.

         19                 I'm delighted we're doing it. I think

         20  we should recognize that, in fact, government does

         21  provide assistance to constituents, and both bills,

         22  and both bills that we're passing today are of that

         23  nature.

         24                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you.

         25                 Council Member Lopez.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: Thank you,

          3  Madam Public Advocate.

          4                 I just wanted to raise to set the

          5  record clear, the bill Intro. 667-A should be given

          6  to the Speaker of the City Council. He is totally

          7  responsible for it and he is the one that put this

          8  forward.

          9                 I just was asked to sponsor it, and I

         10  was asked to put my sponsor behind it. Then all of

         11  the Council members should know that it's the

         12  Speaker of the Council who cared to put this

         13  forward, and it's the Speaker of the Council who put

         14  the needs of disabled people finally in place, to be

         15  able to give them what had not been given to them by

         16  law. And the equality under the law that existed in

         17  the City Council has been very profound and in the

         18  State. The seniors can get the rent abatement, the

         19  disabled people who have the same income levels

         20  don't get it.

         21                 Then the Assembly, the Senate and the

         22  City Council finally had addressed this issue of

         23  inequality for disabled people, and it's the speaker

         24  who deserve the entire credit for it. It's nobody

         25  else.
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          2                 Besides that, I want to point out

          3  that we are able to do this today, but it's very sad

          4  that then we increase the level for the seniors, but

          5  we leave $17,000 again for the disabled people,

          6  creating another inequality.

          7                 If we're going to do this, it should

          8  be done across the board.

          9                 If seniors can have the rent

         10  exemption by having an income of $29,000 it should

         11  be the same for people with disability. And I hope

         12  that we can fix this, and I want to thank the

         13  Speaker for his care and for his commitment for

         14  disabled people in this City.

         15                 Thank you.

         16                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Seeing

         17  nobody else, did I miss anybody? No. Report of

         18  Special Committees.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: None.

         20                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Reports of

         21  Standing Committees.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports of the

         23  Committee on Aging.

         24                 Intro. 666.

         25                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the
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          2  General Order Calendar.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports of the

          4  Committee on Finance.

          5                 Intro. 668 and 669.

          6                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

          7  General Order Calendar.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Preconsidered M

          9  646 and companion Reso 1090.

         10                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

         11  General Order Calendar.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Preconsidered M

         13  647 and companion Reso 1091.

         14                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Preconsidered

         16  LU 519 and companion Reso 1092.

         17                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports of the

         19  Committee on Land Use.

         20                 Preconsidered Intro. 682.

         21                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

         22  General Order Calendar with a message of necessity.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 415 and

         24  companion Reso 1093.

         25                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 416 and

          3  companion Reso 1094.

          4                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 436 and

          6  companion Reso 1095.

          7                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 445 and

          9  companion Reso 1096.

         10                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 449 and

         12  companion Reso 1097.

         13                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         14                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Quiet,

         15  please.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 454 and

         17  companion Reso 1098.

         18                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 460 and

         20  companion Reso 1099.

         21                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 461 and

         23  companion Reso 1100.

         24                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 492 and
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          2  companion Reso 1101.

          3                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 494 and

          5  companion Reso 1102.

          6                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 495 and

          8  companion Reso 1103.

          9                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 509 and

         11  companion Reso 1104.

         12                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 510 and

         14  companion Reso 1105.

         15                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 511 and

         17  companion Reso 1106.

         18                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 512 and

         20  companion Reso 1107.

         21                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled to be filed.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 513 and

         23  companion reso 1108.

         24                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled to be filed.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 514 and
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          2  companion Reso 1109.

          3                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled to be filed.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 515 and

          5  companion Reso 1110.

          6                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

          7  General Order Calendar.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 516 and

          9  companion Reso 1111.

         10                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 517 and

         12  companion Reso 1112.

         13                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 518 and

         15  companion Reso 1113.

         16                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Preconsidered

         18  LU 520 and companion Reso 1114.

         19                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Preconsidered

         21  LU 521 and companion Reso 1115.

         22                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Preconsidered

         24  LU 522 and companion Reso 1116.

         25                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Preconsidered

          3  LU 523 and companion Reso 1117.

          4                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Preconsidered

          6  LU 524 and companion Reso 1118.

          7                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports of the

          9  Committee on Mental Health, Mental Retardation and

         10  Alcoholism, Drug Abuse and Disabled Services.

         11                 Intro. 667-A.

         12                 SPEAKER MILLER: Amended and coupled

         13  on the general order calendar.

         14                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: General

         15  Order Calendar.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Intro. 521-A.

         17                 SPEAKER MILLER: Laid over.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Intro. 566-A.

         19                 SPEAKER MILLER: Laid over.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Intro. 607-A.

         21                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

         22  General Order Calendar.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Resolution

         24  appointing various persons Commissioner of Deeds.

         25                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the
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          2  General Order Calendar.

          3                 At this point I'd ask the clerk to

          4  call the roll on all items coupled on the general

          5  order calendar.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Addabbo.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Aye.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Arroyo.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER ARROYO: Aye.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Avella.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Aye on all,

         12  except for Intro. 669, in which I vote no.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Baez.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ: Aye.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Barron.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Aye on all.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Boyland.

         18                 (No response.)

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Brewer.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Aye.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Clarke.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Aye on all.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Comrie.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Aye on all.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: DeBlasio.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEBLASIO: Aye on all.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Dilan.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: Aye on all,

          5  with special congratulations to my colleagues Hiram

          6  Monserrate and Margarita Lopez.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Felder.

          8                 (No response.)

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Fidler.

         10                 (No response.)

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Foster.

         12                 (No response.)

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gallagher.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: May I be

         15  temporarily excused to explain my vote?

         16                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: I will be

         18  voting aye on all coupled general orders. I just

         19  wanted to say in regards to Intro. 669, that I am

         20  pleased that this Council has moved this bill

         21  forward.

         22                 We often heard in the past how the

         23  property tax increases, the temporary tax or

         24  war-time tax, we also heard when it came to the

         25  parking meters that that was going to be a temporary
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          2  measure. Had it not been for the City Council, it

          3  would not have been a temporary measure. So, I am

          4  absolutely pleased that the Council has stepped

          5  forward, stepped up to the plate and is passing this

          6  bill today.

          7                 In addition, I'm sorry that today's

          8  Finance Committee was so contentious.

          9                 I'm sorry that the DOT Commissioner

         10  had to come before us and be so adversarial and

         11  insulting to this body. I certainly thought it was

         12  inappropriate, and I hope that my colleagues join

         13  with me in sending a message to the Commissioner

         14  that when you come before the Council, please

         15  respect the institution and respect the body, and

         16  respect the 43 members that signed on as prime

         17  sponsors to this local law, because we believe it is

         18  the right thing to do. It is in the best interest of

         19  the constituents that we represent in the City of

         20  New York.

         21                 So, therefore, again, I vote aye on

         22  all coupled general orders, including Intro. 669.

         23  Thank you.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gennaro.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Aye.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gentile.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: Aye on all.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gerson.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Madam Public

          6  Advocate, may I be excused to explain my vote?

          7                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: First of all,

          9  with the consent of my colleagues I request

         10  permission to vote aye on all Land Use Call-Ups?

         11                 So ordered?

         12                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Thank you.

         14                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: I can't hear

         15  you.

         16                 Could you all keep your voices down?

         17  I could hardly hear him, and I have very good ears.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: I proudly join

         19  with all my colleagues in supporting Intro. 667-A

         20  with a special thanks to the Chair of our Committee

         21  which handles disabilities issues, Margarita Lopez.

         22  This is a very significant and important support

         23  that we provide to the members of our community who

         24  have disabilities, they deserve it, and I'm glad

         25  that we are extending it to them.
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          2                 With respect to 669, the Sunday

          3  parking, there certainly are streets in our City,

          4  which for many of the reasons cited by several

          5  colleagues --

          6                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Could you

          7  all keep your voices down, please? You're buzzing

          8  again.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: -- Should as

         10  an exception to the rule warrant Sunday parking

         11  meters, but my understanding is that the

         12  Administration refused to entertain any designation

         13  of exceptions or even of a process to allow for the

         14  designation of exceptions, and certainly for reasons

         15  cited by the proponents, there are many streets

         16  where people deserve the respite of daily parking

         17  meters, and, therefore, I vote aye on all.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gioia.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: I vote yes on

         20  all, and I request unanimous consent to vote on Land

         21  Use Call-Ups as well.

         22                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: Thank you,

         24  Madam Public Advocate.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gonzalez.
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          2                 (No response.)

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jackson.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Madam Public

          5  Advocate, may I be excused to explain my vote?

          6                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Thank you.

          8                 I rise today in order to comment on

          9  three matters that we're voting on this afternoon.

         10  One, Intro. 667-A, put forward by my colleague

         11  Margarita Lopez.

         12                 Margarita, congratulations. You've

         13  been an advocate, especially for all of the

         14  community residents that we represent in your

         15  community. My colleague, Miguel Martinez, Intro.

         16  607-A, and to my colleagues Hiram Monserrate and

         17  Vincent Gentile, concerning 669, these pieces of

         18  legislation show the proactivity of this Council,

         19  and I congratulate you for being advocates on behalf

         20  of the people of New York City. And I vote aye on

         21  all.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gonzalez.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER GONZALEZ: Aye on all.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: James.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: Madam Public
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          2  Advocate, may I be allowed -- may I be excused to

          3  explain my vote?

          4                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: Thank you.

          6                 On behalf of the great Borough of

          7  Brooklyn, the Borough of Churches, on behalf of the

          8  organization which I am proudly a member of, Church

          9  Women United, that constitutes thousands of members

         10  in the Borough of Brooklyn and throughout the City

         11  of New York, and on behalf of the ushers, deacons,

         12  pastors, aids, who have all served as parking

         13  attendants in the great Borough of Brooklyn, we

         14  proudly salute Councilman Monserrate and all of the

         15  sponsors of this piece of legislation.

         16                 To Councilwoman Lopez, who has been a

         17  voice for the disabled, who are invisible no longer,

         18  congratulations. You are going to be sorely missed

         19  in this institution. We have done great things for

         20  the disabled community. We are forced to be reckoned

         21  with.

         22                 Congratulations.

         23                 And on behalf of all of my senior

         24  citizens who are qualifying for increased exemptions

         25  under SCRIE, today is a proud day, it's an honor and
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          2  a privilege to be associated with this body. I

          3  proudly vote aye, except for 668. On 668, I vote no.

          4  On the rest of the calendar, I vote aye.

          5                 Thank you.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Katz.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: I vote aye and

          8  congratulate also Councilman Monserrate and Council

          9  Member Gentile, and everybody that's been fighting

         10  for this legislation.

         11                 I would like to note that I know

         12  there's a lot of discussions at churches, and I'm

         13  glad that it's going to help in those areas. But

         14  also in shopping areas I think it's extremely

         15  important.

         16                 I do not believe this is going to

         17  affect the parking for the shopping areas. I can't

         18  imagine if someone says, you know what? I came out

         19  to buy a dress and a suit and a pair of sneakers,

         20  but you know what? I have to put another quarter in

         21  the meter so I'll leave. I just don't see that

         22  happening.

         23                 I think this is a good thing for the

         24  City of New York. I congratulate everyone that

         25  fought this fight. I vote aye and request permission
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          2  to vote on all the Land Use Call-Ups, Madam Public

          3  Advocate.

          4                 Request permission to vote on all

          5  Land Use Call-Ups.

          6                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Thank you.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Koppell.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Aye on all.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Liu.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Yes, with the

         12  exception of Intro. 669, which I vote no on.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lopez.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: Yes.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Martinez.

         16                 (No response.)

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: McMahon.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Aye on all.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Monserrate.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Permission

         21  to explain my vote, Madam Chair?

         22                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: I was

         24  remiss in thanking the Chair of the Finance

         25  Committee, David Weprin, for his leadership on this
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          2  issue, and my colleague, who isn't here today, Larry

          3  Seabrook from the Bronx, and Vinnie Gentile, who was

          4  a great ally in ensuring that this could become the

          5  reality again.

          6                 Let me also add that there have been

          7  many remarks made by this Administration against

          8  this bill and the characterizations of the

          9  Administration. In particular, our Mayor has made an

         10  unfortunate -- let me close by saying that the

         11  Administration has had ample time and opportunity to

         12  negotiate in good faith with this body. They chose

         13  not to. And today this body is demonstrating the

         14  political will of New York City residents that want

         15  this relief.

         16                 I want to say again, thank you to all

         17  of my colleagues, and I look forward to working with

         18  you on this issue and many more.

         19                 Thank you very much, and I vote in

         20  the affirmative on all.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Moskowitz.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER MOSKOWITZ: I vote aye

         23  and would like to ask for unanimous consent to vote

         24  on all --

         25                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER MOSKOWITZ: Thank you

          3  very much. I vote aye on all.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Nelson.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Aye on all.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Palma.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER PALMA: Aye on all.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Provenzano.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: Aye.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Quinn.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: Aye on all.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Recchia.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Aye.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reyna.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: Aye.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sanders.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Madam, may I

         18  be excused to explain my vote?

         19                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: First, I'd

         21  like to compliment all of the colleagues who are

         22  voting on the very important issues, especially my

         23  colleague, Hiram Monserrate, who is pioneering

         24  something which we need desperately in New York.

         25                 As Chair of Economic Development for
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          2  the City Council, I expressed my concern, but the

          3  Council Member Hiram Monserrate won me over, and I

          4  look forward to the City working with the City

          5  Council to find the best compromises.

          6                 So, with that I vote yes. But I also

          7  ask permission to vote on the previous Land Use

          8  items.

          9                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: I vote aye on

         11  all. Thank you very much, Madam. And I thank you, my

         12  fellow Council members.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sears.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Aye on all,

         15  except Intro. 669.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Council Member

         17  Sears, how do you vote on 669?

         18                 Council Member Sears?

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS:  Oh. No on 669.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Stewart.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Aye on all.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vallone.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Aye on all.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Weprin.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Aye on all.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Yassky.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: I request

          4  permission to vote on Land Use items as well.

          5                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Then I will

          7  vote aye on those, and aye on the General Order

          8  calendar. Thank you.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Martinez.

         10                 (No response.)

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Oddo.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: May I be

         13  temporarily excused to explain my vote?

         14                 I will be voting aye on all, and with

         15  respect to Intro. 669, I believe the bill is a wee

         16  bit overbroad and probably could have been tailored

         17  more narrowly. Probably could have included a sunset

         18  provision in it. But it takes two to tango and you

         19  can't negotiate a bill when you're the only entity

         20  in the room. And I think the attitude that was shown

         21  by this particular agency and this particular

         22  commissioner today is evidence of its attitude over

         23  the last several weeks.

         24                 Council Member Gallagher made

         25  reference to the Commissioner's testimony, and I
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          2  have to tell you, I can't recall a Commissioner

          3  being that confrontational in my 14 years in this

          4  building.

          5                 For those of my colleagues who are

          6  not in the Finance Committee, let me just read you

          7  one sentence from Commissioner Weinshall's

          8  testimony. In the next to last paragraph she says,

          9  "...matter of factly, the Council wants to put both

         10  pedestrians and motorists at risk." She doesn't say

         11  that quite possibly this bill could do that. She

         12  doesn't say an unintended consequence of this bill

         13  would be. She doesn't say unintentionally we're

         14  doing that, or she fears that we're doing that or

         15  she's concerned that we might do that. She says,"...

         16  Matter of factly, the Council wants to put

         17  pedestrians and motorists at risk."

         18                 That, my friends, is probably the

         19  most insulting one line towards this body that I've

         20  heard from a Commissioner in our own house in my

         21  tenure here. And I just want to compliment Council

         22  Member Monserrate, as I said, in the Finance

         23  Committee, I say to all my colleagues, I think his

         24  response and the way he handled himself in response

         25  to Commissioner Weinshall was his finest moment in
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          2  the four years he's been in this body, and I

          3  congratulate him and the other sponsors, and I vote

          4  aye on all.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Rivera.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA:  I vote aye on

          7  all.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Speaker Mr. Miller.

          9                 SPEAKER MILLER:  I vote aye.

         10                 And let me just say, in conclusion, I

         11  think on the subject of the Sunday parking meters

         12  legislation, this City has survived for an awful

         13  long time without Sunday parking meters. Businesses

         14  open and thrive. Pedestrians and motorists got where

         15  they were trying to go, and didn't have to spend the

         16  entire day worrying about plugging meters and

         17  parking tickets.

         18                 And this Administration's notion that

         19  we can't go back to such a common sense time, is

         20  absurd. This is, every New Yorker understands

         21  exactly what this is about. It's just about

         22  something simple, giving a little relief to people

         23  who are paying parking tickets, plugging parking

         24  meters and having to spend their Sunday worrying

         25  about something that they shouldn't have to worry
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          2  about.

          3                 That's all it's about, and I hope

          4  that the Mayor will take a deep breath and come to

          5  his senses and sign this legislation. And if he

          6  doesn't, then it will come right back to us and

          7  we'll override his veto and the people of the City

          8  of New York will get a small break that is long

          9  overdue and well-deserved.

         10                 With that, I vote aye.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Martinez.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Aye.

         13                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: All items on

         14  today's general order calendar were adopted by a

         15  vote of 44 in the affirmative, zero in the negative,

         16  zero abstentions, which was adopted by a vote of 41

         17  in the affirmative, three in the negative and zero

         18  abstentions, which -- sorry -- which was adopted by

         19  a vote of 43 in the affirmative, one negative, zero

         20  abstentions.

         21                 Revised Land Use Call-Ups were

         22  adopted by a vote of 44 in the affirmative, zero in

         23  the negative.

         24                 Introduction and Reading of Bills.

         25                 SPEAKER MILLER: All items are
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          2  referred to the Committee as indicated in the

          3  schedule.

          4                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Discussion

          5  of Resolutions.

          6                 SPEAKER MILLER: None.

          7                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: None.

          8                 General Discussion.

          9                 Council Member Barron.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Thank you,

         11  Madam Chair.

         12                 I'd just like to bring my colleagues'

         13  attention to Intro. 680, a local law to amend the

         14  New York City Charter, in relation to prohibiting

         15  military recruitment in New York City public

         16  schools.

         17                 We are particularly disturbed that in

         18  the public schools and communities of color that are

         19  economically deprived of jobs and economic

         20  development and other opportunities, often times the

         21  military is seen as an option. When that happens, we

         22  are used as cannon fire, and unjust wars, like the

         23  war in Iraq, illegal, immoral, unjust wars, so often

         24  times black and Latino youth are recruited by the

         25  military to look for better jobs and better skills
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          2  and education and wind up being killed or injured in

          3  unjust wars.

          4                 So, this intro will prohibit the

          5  military from coming into our communities of color,

          6  in particular communities in general, and recruiting

          7  school children in public schools.

          8                 Often times the names of students are

          9  given to the military and parents don't even know

         10  about it. So, we want to prohibit that. I ask you to

         11  sign onto Intro. 680. We say give us books and not

         12  bombs.

         13                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         14  Member Weprin.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Thank you,

         16  Madam Public Advocate.

         17                 Today I am introducing a bill, Intro.

         18  690, along with Council Members Quinn, Recchia, and

         19  Speaker Miller, that aims to eliminate the burden of

         20  the utility tax on co-ops that produce and

         21  distribute their own energy for tenants.

         22                 There are three such buildings in the

         23  City that we know of, including North Shore Towers

         24  in my district, as well as a development in Council

         25  Member Quinn's district and Council Member Recchia's
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          2  district.

          3                 During the blackout in August 2003,

          4  North Shore Towers, in my district, was the only

          5  complex in the whole Queens, Long Island area, to

          6  retain electricity and to be lit up.

          7                 They were very proud of this fact.

          8  City tax collectors, however, without regard for the

          9  true intent of the law, saw this as a chance to

         10  impose the utility tax on the co-op.

         11                 They did so, levying retroactively 20

         12  years of back taxes of over a million dollars.

         13                 This case was eventually settled for

         14  approximately $100,000. Going forward, however, such

         15  confusion needs to be prevented. The bill is a

         16  common sense answer to an uncommon situation.

         17                 Why is there tax that is intended for

         18  utility companies, such as Con Ed and Brooklyn Union

         19  Gas being levied against environmentally and

         20  fiscally responsible co-op buildings? This is simply

         21  unfair.

         22                 I thank my colleagues who have joined

         23  with me in support of this bill and urge others to

         24  sign on today to Intro. 690.

         25                 Thank you.
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          2                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          3  Member Comrie.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Thank you,

          5  Madam Public Advocate.

          6                 I'd like to call the members'

          7  attention to Intro. 681 today, which I'm

          8  introducing, which would require the NYPD to

          9  establish and distribute an instructional syllabus

         10  and training requirements for school safety

         11  officers.

         12                 Under this legislation, the New York

         13  City Police Department would provide the Council

         14  materials used in the training of School Safety

         15  Agents. Based on many previous incidents and public

         16  statements by school safety officials, we have found

         17  it necessary to demand some definitive training

         18  procedures and training materials to be giving the

         19  School Safety Agents.

         20                 We had last year two different

         21  incidents where School Safety Supervisors publicly

         22  insulted parents and students, where it made the

         23  newspapers, and also we've had a large level of

         24  frustration by School Safety Officers, that they're

         25  not getting the proper training and the proper
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          2  instruction on how to handle their difficult

          3  positions working as School Safety Officers,

          4  vis-a-vis their responsibility to the principal and

          5  their responsibilities to the NYPD.

          6                 It is imperative that we ensure that

          7  School Safety Agents receive a comprehensive

          8  training agenda, and the requisite support materials

          9  that will sustain a competent School Safety

         10  Division, which will be sensitive to the needs of

         11  students and the need to foster a healthy learning

         12  environment in high schools, keeping in mind that

         13  students' needs are first and not statistics.

         14                 I hope that members will sign onto

         15  Intro. 681.

         16                 Thank you.

         17                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         18  Member Sanders.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: I'll pass,

         20  Ma'am.

         21                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         22  Member Clarke.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Thank you.

         24  Thank you, Madam Public Advocate.

         25                 I'd like to bring to the attention of

                                                            85

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  my colleagues that we are joined here by dignataries

          3  from the Island Nation of Jamaica, and in

          4  particular, representative Council Member Garfield

          5  Anthony Rowe, Deputy Colonel of the Maroons. I would

          6  like to ask you to stand at this time.

          7                 He's accompanied by Marjorie Taylor

          8  and Norma Rowe Edwards.

          9                 What I'd like to put into context for

         10  you is that Deputy Colonel Rowe is a Deputy Colonel

         11  of the Compound Maroons. The Maroons are a group of

         12  folks who were brought to the Island Nation of

         13  Jamaica with the intention of enslaving them, and

         14  these are the first people of the nation to

         15  successfully fight a counter-revolutionary war

         16  against the British and who retained their

         17  sovereignty as a result of fighting that war.

         18                 So, Colonel Rowe is a member of a

         19  long line of revolutionary fighters, and the name

         20  Rowe is also part of my family. My grandmother

         21  Adella Princella Rowe, hails from a compound, and

         22  she is the mother of the Honorable Una Clarke who is

         23  of course the mother of the Honorable Yvette Clarke.

         24  So, I'm a revolutionary fighter by blood. Never

         25  enslaved, always fighting. God bless you. Thank you
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          2  so much for being here. And we appreciate that.

          3                 I'd like to also say to my colleagues

          4  that Resolution 1084 is very important for you to

          5  sign onto. It speaks to what is happening on the

          6  nation of Hispanola shared by Dominican Republic and

          7  Haiti.

          8                 There is a backlash that is happening

          9  with the Haitian population who have emigrated to

         10  the Dominican Republic who are now feeling a huge

         11  anti-Haitian backlash and violence against them.

         12                 Thank you very much, Madam Public

         13  Advocate. I ask you all to sign onto that

         14  resolution.

         15                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         16  Member Jackson.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Thank you,

         18  Madam Public Advocate.

         19                 I rise to ask my colleagues to look

         20  at Intro. 677, which was submitted by the Speaker, a

         21  local law to amend the New York City Charter in

         22  relation to appropriation of City School Districts

         23  of the City of New York with regards to class size.

         24                 If you have children in the New York

         25  City public school system, and especially if they're
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          2  above the fourth grade, you know that class size is

          3  a huge issue.

          4                 Under the Chancellor's mandate, you

          5  have class size restrictions for 25 students in K to

          6  3, but outside of that Chancellor's regulation,

          7  there is no law that basically says there should be

          8  a maximum number of students in the classroom.

          9                 So, if you want to cram 30, 35, 38 in

         10  a class, it's all good. And that's not good for

         11  parents of New York City, and that's not good for

         12  our students.

         13                 And, so, Intro. 677 would mandate

         14  class size in our public schools.

         15                 Now, some people say you don't have

         16  to do this by a referendum. Well, I argue to differ

         17  in that we've been waiting too long for small class

         18  sizes in New York City public schools. And I ask the

         19  question, how long do we have to wait?

         20                 I don't hear an answer.

         21                 Well, I say we wait no longer. We

         22  take appropriate action. And this legislative body

         23  should be proactive on behalf of our children in New

         24  York City that attend public schools, and that

         25  totals 1.1 million, which is one-eighth of the
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          2  population of New York City.

          3                 We can't wait any longer. The time to

          4  act is now. And, so, I ask my colleagues, all of

          5  you, to sign onto Intro. 677, and send a clear

          6  message that the City Council can no longer wait.

          7                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          8  Member Gerson.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Thank you,

         10  Madam Public Advocate. Today we receive the veto

         11  message from the Mayor of informing us of what we

         12  expected, that he vetoed Intro. 186, the Tenant

         13  Empowerment Act, the right of first refusal, first

         14  option to purchase.

         15                 We will be undertaking this matter

         16  next session or next Stated in August.

         17                 I just rise to urge all of my

         18  colleagues to remain firm, to remain united. This is

         19  critical affordable housing legislation. Our only

         20  last ask to preserve tens of thousands of expiring,

         21  otherwise expiring project-based Section 8 and

         22  rental Mitchell-Lama and similar housing in each of

         23  our districts. We will be issuing a point-by-point

         24  response to the Mayor's incorrect argument.

         25                 The Mayor is simply wrong.
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          2  Independent legal scholars have concluded that

          3  legislating a right of first refusal is well within

          4  our powers. The Mayor is wrong in that this

          5  legislation will lead to the necessary financing,

          6  much of which is already in place waiting for this.

          7                 We must act, because if we do not,

          8  any amount in new affordable housing we create will

          9  just be playing catch-up.

         10                 So, I look forward to joining with my

         11  Speaker and all of my colleagues in enacting this

         12  bill to keep our City diverse and affordable.

         13                 And in the 20 seconds I have left, on

         14  a lighter note, I urge all of you to come and have a

         15  fun evening, Monday, October 1st, sailing in the New

         16  York Harbor in the annual City Council regatta, a

         17  choice of cruise boats or race boats, staff members,

         18  all members of our City Council, community, are

         19  welcome, and we'll be seeing if anyone is able to

         20  overcome the challenge posed by Peter Vallone and

         21  David Yassky, consecutive victories for the past two

         22  years to compete against each other, and the Brewer

         23  and other challenges awaiting them.

         24                 Thank you very much.

         25                 And Madam Public Advocate, we hope to
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          2  see you on the harbor.

          3                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: I'll be in

          4  my own private kiack.

          5                 Council Member Martinez.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Thank you,

          7  Madam Public Advocate.

          8                 Madam Public Advocate, I rise to ask

          9  the support of my colleagues on Resolution 1084. As

         10  my colleague previously mentioned, Council Member

         11  Clarke, this is a resolution calling on the

         12  government of the Dominican Republic to stop the

         13  discrimination and the violation of human rights of

         14  Haitian people and Haitian descent in the Dominican

         15  Republic.

         16                 As a body that has stood and spoken

         17  for the rights of immigrants in the City of New

         18  York. We have sent several resolution to Washington

         19  denouncing the policy of George Bush.

         20                 We also have a responsibility to

         21  stand and denounce discrimination where there is

         22  discrimination. And in this case, I ask my

         23  colleagues to support Resolution 1084, which calls

         24  for the stoppage of the discrimination of Dominican

         25  Republic against Haiti, against Haitians and also
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          2  ask for the reunification of families since many

          3  families of Haitian descent had been separated, and

          4  at the same time, not only because their Haitian,

          5  because of their colors.

          6                 Also, you have Dominicans that are

          7  being discriminated, thinking that they're Haitian.

          8                 So, we're asking not only the

          9  Dominican Government to stop, but we also want

         10  proactive steps from the President of the Dominican

         11  Republic to denounce this practice, not only from

         12  citizens, but also with the members of the cabinet

         13  and members of the government.

         14                 Thank you, Madam Public Advocate.

         15                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         16  Member Katz.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Thank you, Madam

         18  Public Advocate.

         19                 My colleagues, many of you over the

         20  last few years have talked to me about keeping

         21  manufacturing in the City of New York. On many of

         22  the rezonings we do, that is one of your greatest

         23  concerns.

         24                 Today I introduce Resolution 1079,

         25  which is creation of a new type of zoning to
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          2  strengthen our manufacturing base here in New York

          3  City. We're doing it by limiting the type of the

          4  uses of the M zones and to limit the pressure of the

          5  marketplace. And we need to give greater

          6  predictability to the owners of manufacturing of the

          7  City that bring business into our City.

          8                 How we're doing it is basically the

          9  use zones of the M zones in the City, the uses of

         10  the M zones in the City of New York.

         11                 This creates the text so that as we

         12  move forward, we will be able to create zones in the

         13  area which are not created yet, but this will create

         14  the text to allow us to make sure that we keep

         15  manufacturing here in the City of New York.

         16                 I believe it is instrumental and

         17  important to making sure that the economy of this

         18  City continue to grow and it keeps the jobs that we

         19  have here in the City of New York right here where

         20  they belong.

         21                 I urge my colleagues to please join

         22  this legislation, it's Resolution 1079, and I urge

         23  your support.

         24                 Thank you.

         25                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council
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          2  Member Sanders.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: I pass,

          4  Ma'am.

          5                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          6  Member James.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: Today we

          8  received a veto message that the Mayor of the City

          9  of New York has vetoed and disapproved several bills

         10  that would benefit poor people. Bills that would

         11  provide and expand access to federal food stamp

         12  programs.

         13                 At a time when the poor are getting

         14  poorer in the City of New York, the rich are getting

         15  richer, I don't understand why this compassionate

         16  Mayor would disapprove and veto three pieces of

         17  legislation that would expand, provide access and

         18  maximize the federal food stamp program to people

         19  who need it.

         20                 The district that I represent, there

         21  are a significant number of poor people. Poor people

         22  who stand on line at food pantries. Poor people who

         23  have to go to their churches. Poor people who

         24  basically are unaware that they are eligible for the

         25  federal Food Stamp Program. And all that this
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          2  program, that these pieces of legislation do, is

          3  provide them access to the Food Stamp Program where

          4  they are. And for the Mayor of the City of New York

          5  to veto these bills would demonstrate to me that he

          6  is totally out of touch with the reality of most New

          7  Yorkers who are struggling to make ends meet.

          8                 This is a sad day in the City of New

          9  York when we are turning our backs on poor people.

         10  And I hope, and I know that this City Council will

         11  once again stand up and overturn this veto and stand

         12  up for the rights of poor people.

         13                 Thank you.

         14                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Seeing

         15  nobody else, we're going to adjourn.

         16                 SPEAKER MILLER: My colleagues, I

         17  would ask you to rise for just one moment, we'll

         18  adjourn this meeting. It's been two years since the

         19  loss of our colleague James Davis. It was a

         20  harrowing experience for us, but it continues to be

         21  an unfillable hole for his family, for his friends,

         22  and for our entire City, having lost someone who

         23  gave his life for public service, and gave his life

         24  to stop violence, to have been gunned down in such a

         25  tragic fashion.
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          2                 This is the first meeting we've had

          3  since the second anniversary of his death, and I

          4  would just like to adjourn our meeting with a moment

          5  of silence in his memory.

          6                 (Moment of Silence observed.)

          7                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Meeting is

          8  adjourned.

          9                 (Hearing concluded at 3:25 p.m.)
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          2              CERTIFICATION

          3

          4

          5     STATE OF NEW YORK   )

          6     COUNTY OF NEW YORK  )

          7

          8

          9                 I, CINDY MILLELOT, a Certified

         10  Shorthand Reporter and Notary Public in and for the

         11  State of New York, do hereby certify that the

         12  foregoing is a true and accurate transcript of the

         13  within proceeding.

         14                 I further certify that I am not

         15  related to any of the parties to this action by

         16  blood or marriage, and that I am in no way

         17  interested in the outcome of this matter.

         18                 IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto

         19  set my hand this 27th day of July 2005.
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