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          2                 SPEAKER MILLER: Council Member

          3  Barron, I know that we have a special guest today

          4  that you'd like to introduce, and we appreciate that

          5  you've arranged this and we want to give you the

          6  opportunity to introduce our special guest.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Thank you very

          8  much, Mr. Speaker.

          9                 I just wanted to say to the Council

         10  that we are honored to have the Ambassador from

         11  Rwanda here today.

         12                 If you can give him a big hand-clap

         13  right away, I'd appreciate that.

         14                 Ambassador Kmanzi (phonetic). And you

         15  can come forward, sir. And whoever else you would

         16  like to stand with you, they're welcome to come as

         17  well.

         18                 We are commemorating and will never

         19  forget the ten years ago in Rwanda, the massacre of

         20  over 800,000 people. And we want the City Council to

         21  remember that, to be supportive of the annual events

         22  that we're going to have around this session in

         23  Rwanda, the United Nations is having a session to

         24  help the country come back.

         25                 So, we are honored that the
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          2  Ambassador is here today. We thank the Speaker and

          3  members of the City Council for supporting us on

          4  this momentous occasion.

          5                 SPEAKER MILLER: If the Clerk could

          6  read the proclamation.

          7                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: The Council, City

          8  of New York, Proclamation.

          9                 Whereas: The Council of the City of

         10  New York is proud to recognize the country and

         11  government of Rwanda, as it continues its task of

         12  nation building; and

         13                 Whereas: Rwanda, a nation once known

         14  as "the land of a thousand hills," is currently

         15  viewed as one of Africa's most promising nations;

         16  and

         17                 Whereas: A tiny central African

         18  country of just 26,000 square kilometers, Rwanda has

         19  experienced unimaginable difficulties on the road to

         20  a nation building and stability; and

         21                 Whereas: In the early 1990's the

         22  country was plunged into civil war and a vicious

         23  cycle of human rights abuses, including a 1994

         24  genocide when Hutu extremists killed close to

         25  800,000 people in one hundred days; and
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          2                 Whereas: Since then, Rwanda has

          3  struggled towards democracy, economic growth and

          4  development, and has attempted to bring diverse

          5  ethnic groups together in unity and peace; and

          6                 Whereas: Today, we commend the

          7  country and government of Rwanda for its commitment

          8  to the serious task of nation building; now,

          9  therefore

         10                 Be It Known: That the Council of the

         11  City of New York salutes THE COUNTRY OF RWANDA and

         12  also acknowledges the United Nations Convention on

         13  the Prevention of Punishment of the Crime of

         14  Genocide.

         15                 Signed this 1st day of April in the

         16  year Two Thousand and Four, Charles Barron, Council

         17  Member, 42d District, Brooklyn.

         18                 SPEAKER MILLER: Ambassador, we would

         19  be grateful if you would say a few words.

         20                 AMBASSADOR KMANZI: Thank you very

         21  much. It is indeed a great honor to be with you at

         22  the City Council of New York, and on behalf of my

         23  government and of the people of Rwanda, I would like

         24  to express our gratitude for having provided for

         25  this event and for this proclamation, which is
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          2  really a sort of solidarity to the people of Rwanda,

          3  who, as you know, in '94 endured one of the most

          4  horrendous genocides which claimed over a million

          5  people within a hundred days.

          6                 So, thank you very much for all this.

          7  We consider it as a major support, and as Rwanda is

          8  now striving to rebuild and to heal from the wounds

          9  created by the genocide, we're looking forward to

         10  receiving all the support and also commit to work

         11  out all the strategies, politically, socially, to

         12  make sure that our people won't ever, very be

         13  confronted with that situation.

         14                 We are trying to build up a nation

         15  and to get our people to feel like belonging to a

         16  nation, or feel like belonging to ethnical groups.

         17                 And also, we are ready to share

         18  experience with the whole world, and we are looking

         19  forward to make sure that what we suffered doesn't

         20  happen any longer.

         21                 So, Speaker, Councilman, once again I

         22  would like to express my deepest gratitude to all of

         23  you. Thank you very much.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Thank you.

         25                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you.
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          2                 Council Member Gale Brewer.

          3                 We have a special guest here Council

          4  Member Brewer is privileged to introduce. So,

          5  Council Member Brewer.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Representing

          7  the West Side it's so unusual to be honoring the

          8  realtors of the West Side, I'm going to be honest.

          9  But Cynthia Crowley is a very special person. She's

         10  the new head of the Manhattan Association of

         11  Realtors. I went to her insolation, and since them

         12  I've heard from so many of her colleagues stating

         13  that she is the personification of integrity, she's

         14  quick thinking on her feet, so wherever she lives

         15  one should be careful, in terms of running against.

         16  She can do whatever needs to get done, running the

         17  world, or running the realtors. She has the highest

         18  degree of standards and she's a great listener. I

         19  know she's a good manager.

         20                 So, I think we're very fortunate

         21  because we are a real estate town. We have a lot of

         22  people who are very invested in the real estate

         23  industry and it is a pleasure to honor somebody who

         24  brings the integrity I just described. She's also a

         25  graduate of Princeton, like our Speaker, and she has
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          2  a long history of working in the industry.

          3                 So, I'm proud to be able to honor her

          4  here today.

          5                 SPEAKER MILLER: If the Clerk could

          6  read the proclamation.

          7                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: The Council, City

          8  of New York, Proclamation.

          9                 Whereas: The Council of the City of

         10  New York is proud and pleased to commemorate the

         11  life of Cynthia Crowley and her outstanding service

         12  as the 2004 Director of Manhattan Association of

         13  Realtors; and

         14                 Whereas: On this day, April 1, 2004,

         15  we honor Cynthia Crowley, who, along with her fellow

         16  board members, helped to bring the benefits of the

         17  National Association of Realtors to Manhattan's real

         18  estate agents; by providing them with economic and

         19  educational opportunities, by promoting the Realtor

         20  Code of Ethics, and by creating open communication

         21  amongst firms across the city; and

         22                 Whereas: As a founding member of the

         23  Manhattan MLS, she has helped to eliminate the chaos

         24  of the NYC marketplace, so that all residents of New

         25  York City have clear, unfettered, and access to all
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          2  available properties in Manhattan; and

          3                 Whereas: For nearly 20 years, Cynthia

          4  has aided corporations and nearly 2000 individuals

          5  in their moves to and from Manhattan, and has

          6  promoted the benefits of living and working in

          7  Manhattan, encouraging corporations and their

          8  employees to relocate here; and

          9                 Whereas: On behalf of the government,

         10  acted as agent for the Resolution Trust Corporation

         11  and the FDIC on their foreclosure portfolios, aiding

         12  lower-income New Yorkers to pursue the American

         13  Dream of homeownership; now, therefore

         14                 Be It Known: That the Council of the

         15  City of New York honors Cynthia Crowley and commends

         16  her accomplishments and are proud she is part of our

         17  great city.

         18                 Signed this 1st day of April in the

         19  year Two Thousand and Four, Gifford Miller, Speaker

         20  for the Entire Council; Gale Brewer, Council Member,

         21  6th District, Manhattan.

         22                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you for being

         23  here. We appreciate all your service to our City,

         24  and we would be grateful if you would say a few

         25  words.
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          2                 MS. CROWLEY: Well, I'd like to thank

          3  Gale Brewer, Gifford Miller and the City Council for

          4  this fine proclamation.

          5                 As our friends Rwanda just sort of

          6  point out, New York City is truly the world's home

          7  town, and we at the Manhattan Association of

          8  Realtors look forward to making buying homes in New

          9  York City a more consumer-friendly process with the

         10  aid of the City Council.

         11                 So, thank you very much.

         12                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you.

         13  Congratulations.

         14                 Council Member Bill Perkins.

         15                 Council Member Bill Perkins, I know

         16  you have some special guests that you want to

         17  introduce. I'll turn the mic over to you.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Will Uti Ofer

         19  and company please come forward. I want to be brief,

         20  and also would like Charles Barron and Al Vann and

         21  David Yassky and Margarita Lopez and Kendall Stewart

         22  and the other original sponsors to please come

         23  forward and join me in acknowledging the

         24  extraordinary movement that this campaign initiated

         25  to bring awareness throughout our City and far and

                                                            12

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  wide about the violations of civil liberties and

          3  civil rights that were embodied in the Patriot Act.

          4  And the actual instances, the real live instances of

          5  individuals and organizations who were identified as

          6  enemy combatants who were not allowed to have legal

          7  representation, who were, for all intents and

          8  purposes, incarcerated without judge, jury or trial,

          9  and who nevertheless persevered, reached out for

         10  legal assistance, political assistance, and to some

         11  extent have been able to highlight their injustice

         12  and at the same time, we were able in this Council,

         13  I'm proud to say, with the support of the original

         14  sponsors and our Speaker and my colleagues, to come

         15  up with a resolution that recognized the

         16  shortcomings of the Patriot Act, particularly in

         17  terms of civil rights and civil liberties, and to go

         18  on record with hundreds of other cities throughout

         19  the country on behalf of the constitution.

         20                 And, so, we did the Patriot thing in

         21  response to the unpatriotic act that was spearheaded

         22  by the Bush Administration, and Uti Ofer, I want to

         23  thank you for your leadership in that campaign.

         24                 SPEAKER MILLER: If the clerk could

         25  read the proclamation.
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          2                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Council, City of

          3  New York, Proclamation.

          4                 Whereas: The Council of the City of

          5  New York is pleased and proud to honor the

          6  exceptional work of the New York City Bill of Rights

          7  Defense Campaign; and

          8                 Whereas: It is the tradition and

          9  custom of the New York City Council to honor the

         10  accomplishments of its finest organizations, and

         11  today we are immensely proud to recognize the

         12  dedicated efforts of all the men and women working

         13  with the NYC Bill of Rights Defense Campaign

         14  (NYCBORDC); and

         15                 Whereas: The New York City Bill of

         16  Rights Defense Campaign is committed to restoring

         17  and protecting the fundamental rights and liberties

         18  of all citizens that have been curtailed by the

         19  United States government since the tragic events of

         20  September 11, 2001; and

         21                 Whereas: NYCBORDC is a non-partisan,

         22  grassroots project of the New York Civil Liberties

         23  Union that works with a broad spectrum of coalition

         24  organizations and is dedicated to educating the

         25  public, the legal community, the media and

                                                            14

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  government officials on post-9-11 civil liberties

          3  issues; and

          4                 Whereas: Among its goals are lobbying

          5  and passing legislation that will counter the

          6  curtailment of civil liberties and create mechanisms

          7  for government oversight; and

          8                 Whereas: NYCBORDC also challenges the

          9  discriminatory policies of the war on terrorism and

         10  its effect on every United States resident,

         11  particularly members of the Arab, Muslim and South

         12  Asian communities; and

         13                 Whereas: Today, we honor the New York

         14  City Bill of Rights Defense Campaign, an

         15  organization whose contributions have been truly

         16  distinguished and have enriched our City

         17  immeasurably. NYCBORDC exemplifies the very best in

         18  civic virtue and is worthy of the esteem of all New

         19  Yorkers; now, therefore

         20                 Be It Known: That the Council of the

         21  City of New York most gratefully honors the NEW YORK

         22  CITY BILL OF RIGHTS DEFENSE CAMPAIGN for its

         23  outstanding service to the City, state and nation.

         24                 Signed this 1st day of April in the

         25  year Two Thousand and Four, Gifford Miller, Speaker
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          2  for the Entire Council; Bill Perkins, Deputy

          3  Majority Leader, Council Member, 9th District,

          4  Manhattan.

          5                 SPEAKER MILLER: Uti, thank you for

          6  your leadership, and we'd be very honored if you'd

          7  say a few words.

          8                 MR. OFER: Thank you, Council Member

          9  Perkins, Speaker Miller, and all of the original and

         10  courageous co-sponsors of what was first Resolution

         11  909 and then became Resolution 60.

         12                 It is an honor to receive this

         13  proclamation today on behalf of the New York City

         14  Bill of Rights Defense Campaign.

         15                 Our nation and the people of the

         16  United States are currently living in a time of

         17  great anxiety, when the fear of another terrorist

         18  attack looms over our heads.

         19                 It is a time when clear and

         20  reasonable thinking is needed to keep our country

         21  safe from terror.

         22                 Unfortunately, just the opposite has

         23  been happening. We are living through a dark period

         24  of constitutional history. I have no doubt that the

         25  next generation of law students, during their first
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          2  year, of course, of constitutional law, are going to

          3  be reading many of the cases that the Supreme Court

          4  will be dealing with this spring and in the years to

          5  come.

          6                 We are living in a time when

          7  fundamental rights and freedoms are being needlessly

          8  sacrificed in the name of national security. And the

          9  bottom line is this: None of it is making us any

         10  safer.

         11                 And, so, a tremendous movement has

         12  been sweeping across the United States. Over 270

         13  cities, towns and villages in four states have

         14  passed resolutions similar to the resolution passed

         15  by this courageous New York City Council.

         16                 Over 48 million people are

         17  represented by these resolutions. And let me tell

         18  you, they transcend the political spectrum.

         19                 Conservative towns like North Pole;

         20  Alaska; Dallas, Texas; Boise, Idaho passed similar

         21  resolutions, and New York City became the largest

         22  City in the nation to pass this resolution on

         23  February 4th.

         24                 I want to thank Council Member

         25  Perkins who worked closely with the New York City
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          2  Bill of Rights Defense Campaign and all of the

          3  original co-sponsors, but specifically to Council

          4  Member Perkins, you're an idealist, you're pragmatic

          5  and you're visionary, and that is precisely the type

          6  of leadership that we needed and that we look

          7  forward to continue working with you.

          8                 And to all of you here, you are all

          9  true patriots. Thank you.

         10                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you.

         11                 Terry, please.

         12                 TERRY: Hi. I just wanted to thank, on

         13  behalf of all of the volunteers, and the Coalition

         14  of 50 Plus Organizations, I'd like to thank the City

         15  Council. But, of course, most especially, Council

         16  Member Perkins for being our fearless champion of

         17  this resolution, and, you know, all of us work full

         18  time, we all have families and obligations and

         19  social obligations, but we still found the time and

         20  the energy and the effort to do this because of our

         21  commitment to the Bill of Rights and the

         22  Constitution. And I see, I recognize that the City

         23  Council also has this commitment, also has this

         24  dedication, when it passed the Bill of Rights

         25  Resolution. And, again, I would like to thank you
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          2  for that. Thanks.

          3                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you.

          4                 Council Member Lanza.

          5                 Council Member Lanza, I know you have

          6  some special guests. Hold on one second.

          7                 Council Member Lanza, I know we have

          8  some special guests here. I want to give you an

          9  opportunity to introduce them.

         10                 Council Member Lanza.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER LANZA: Thank you,

         12  Speaker Miller, my colleagues in the City Council.

         13                 I'm here with my two Staten Island

         14  colleagues, as well, Councilman James Oddo and

         15  Councilman Mike McMahon, and we're here to talk

         16  about bragging rights for the football championship

         17  in the City of New York, and for the second time in

         18  two years those bragging rights, sorry to say,

         19  folks, Staten Island. Second time in two years.

         20                 Behind me are the Tottenville High

         21  School, 2003, PSAL football, New York City Football

         22  Championships, not only are they champions, my

         23  colleagues, but they are undefeated champions. These

         24  folks have not tasted defeat. That's a tribute to

         25  the hard work. They've made us all proud. We're
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          2  proud obviously out here on Staten Island, but I

          3  know all of New York City is proud of the work that

          4  you've done under Coach Jimmy Munsen, Coach Faber,

          5  and I've talked to some of these guys out front and

          6  they said it wasn't easy, and that's a testament to

          7  what kind of champions they are and they did it

          8  through hard work, dedication, commitment, teamwork

          9  and talent. And you know what, guys? You're

         10  champions, no one can ever take that away from you,

         11  and the lessons you learned, the lessons you learned

         12  I hope will continue to inspire you, and continue to

         13  serve you throughout all the endeavors from this

         14  point on in your lives. Always think back to what it

         15  took to become champions, and we'll repeat that with

         16  respect to whatever you can do.

         17                 So, congratulations, guys, we're all

         18  proud of you.

         19                 SPEAKER MILLER: At this point I'd

         20  like to ask the clerk to read the proclamation.

         21                 Where is the proclamation?

         22                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Council, City of

         23  New York, Proclamation.

         24                 Whereas: The Council of the City of

         25  New York is proud and pleased to honor the
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          2  Tottenville High School Football Team, a group of

          3  young men who exemplify the very best in sports; and

          4                 Whereas: The student athletes of the

          5  Tottenville High School Football team have

          6  demonstrated the importance of unselfishness,

          7  teamwork and fair play -- values that have made them

          8  champions on and off the field; and

          9                 Whereas: The Tottenville High School

         10  Football Team has gone undefeated in regular season

         11  play on Staten Island, winning 13 games in a row and

         12  capturing the 2003 Varsity Football New York City

         13  P.S.A.L. Championship; and

         14                 Whereas: Today we are proud to honor

         15  the 2003 Tottenville High School Football Team, as

         16  well as the coaches and staff who helped lead it on

         17  to victory; now, therefore

         18                 Be It Known: That the Council of the

         19  City of New York proudly honors the players, coaches

         20  and staff of the 2003 Tottenville High School

         21  Football Team and congratulates them on winning the

         22  2003 Varsity Football New York City P.S.A.L.

         23  Championship.

         24                 Signed this 1st day of April in the

         25  year Two Thousand and Four, Gifford Miller, Speaker

                                                            21

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  for the Entire Council; James S. Oddo, Minority

          3  Leader, Council Member, 50th District; Andrew J.

          4  Lanza, Council Member, 51st District; and Michael E.

          5  McMahon, Council Member, 49th District, Staten

          6  Island.

          7                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coach, we're so proud

          8  of you and your team and congratulate you for your

          9  extraordinary achievement. We would be appreciative

         10  if you would say a few words.

         11                 COACH: Thank you, Mr. Miller. I would

         12  like to thank the City Council for honoring us here

         13  today, especially Councilman Lanza, our Councilman

         14  in our district who does a great job for the South

         15  Shore of Staten Island; Councilman Oddo who does a

         16  great job for Mid-Island; and Mike McMahon who does

         17  a great job for the North Shore. These people work

         18  hard for the Borough of Staten Island and we're very

         19  appreciative for the job that they do every day.

         20                 I'd like to thank my team who worked

         21  as hard as any team I've ever had and really showed

         22  some character and some courage in going undefeated.

         23                 So, once again, thank you for having

         24  us here today and taking up some of your time.

         25                 SPEAKER MILLER: Congratulations,
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          2  guys.

          3                 Congratulations.

          4                 Council Member Baez. You and I have a

          5  special guest.

          6                 Council Member Baez, if you could

          7  fight your way through the football team? I think

          8  some of these guys are ready to go on the Mayor's

          9  security parade detail.

         10                 Any members of the Aging Committee,

         11  any Council members, Cheree, would you please come

         12  up?

         13                 It's a bittersweet day for us, of

         14  course, as Cheree Buggs is going to be leaving the

         15  Council after several years of extraordinary

         16  service. And I want to invite members of the

         17  Committee to come on up here.

         18                 Cheree, we so appreciate all of your

         19  service. This is a better City thanks to you and

         20  your work on the Committee, and there's no question

         21  that the seniors of this City have benefitted from

         22  your counsel and your extraordinary dedication, and

         23  so we're very appreciative.

         24                 Maria, would you like to say a few

         25  words?
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ: Thank you, Mr.

          3  Speaker. I just want to tell Cheree that I've had

          4  the pleasure of working with her as Chair of the

          5  Aging Committee, and it has been a wonderful

          6  experience, Cheree. You're loyal, you're dedicated,

          7  very devoted to the seniors of this great City, and

          8  I just want to say thank you, and I wish you all the

          9  best in your future endeavors.

         10                 Thank you.

         11                 SPEAKER MILLER: If the clerk could

         12  read the proclamation.

         13                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Council, City of

         14  New York, Proclamation.

         15                 Whereas: The Council of the City of

         16  New York is pleased and proud to honor Cheree' Buggs

         17  for her outstanding work as Counsel to several

         18  committees; and

         19                 Whereas: Cheree' Buggs is without

         20  question one of our best and brightest attorneys.

         21  Cheree' began her career with the New York City

         22  Council in March of 2002 and has served as Counsel

         23  to the Committees on Aging, Oversight and

         24  Investigations, and to the Subcommittee on Senior

         25  Centers; and
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          2                 Whereas: With Cheree' as Counsel to

          3  the Committee on Aging, significant strides have

          4  been made in improving quality of life issues for

          5  seniors across our City. Her legislative expertise

          6  and considerable insights have been vital to

          7  spotlighting issues of growing concern to the senior

          8  community, among which are: financial exploitation

          9  and abuse of the elderly; emergency preparedness for

         10  seniors; housing, social services, and the recently

         11  enacted Medicare prescription drug law; and

         12                 Whereas: Cheree's diligence and

         13  dedication were evident in her drafting legislation

         14  regarding the Senior Citizens Rent Exemption (SCRIE)

         15  and the Senior Citizen Homeowners Exemption (SCHE).

         16  Furthermore, as Counsel to the Committee on

         17  Oversight and Investigations, Cheree' made important

         18  contributions to Council Investigation Division

         19  reports on bus idling, video game ratings,

         20  prescription drug prices and toy guns; and

         21                 Whereas: In addition to her career,

         22  Cheree' Buggs is a devoted member of her community,

         23  and volunteers her time to a number of church,

         24  community, professional and political activities;

         25                 Whereas: As Chairman of the Committee
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          2  on Aging and on behalf of my office and staff, I

          3  want to thank Cheree' Buggs for her exceptional

          4  insight and guidance as Committee Counsel. Her work

          5  has been essential to articulating our concerns and

          6  contributing to our success, and it is with the

          7  deepest gratitude of this legislative body that we

          8  wish her the very best in all future endeavors; now,

          9  therefore

         10                 Be It Known: That the Council of the

         11  City  of New York most gratefully honor s CHEREE

         12  BUGGS for her exceptional service to the City of New

         13  York.

         14                 Signed this 1st day of April in the

         15  year Two Thousand and Four. Gifford Miller, Speaker

         16  for the Entire Council; Maria Baez, Council Member

         17  14th District; Erik Martin-Dilan, 37th District;

         18  Leroy G. Comrie, Majority Whip and Council Member,

         19  27th District; Helen D. Foster, 16th District;

         20  Dennis Gallagher, 30th District; Michael C. Nelson,

         21  48th District; and Kendall Stewart, 45th; and

         22  Domenic M. Recchia, 47th District.

         23                 Council Member Dilan also wanted to

         24  say a few words.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: Cheree', just
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          2  on behalf of the members of the entire Committee, we

          3  certainly will miss you. You have helped us be

          4  informed and push agendas on behalf of seniors

          5  throughout the City, whether it was SCRIE or SCHE

          6  exemptions, you navigated us through the

          7  treacherous, but it turned out well, senior center

          8  closures, the housing that the funding swaps with

          9  NYCHA and COLA adjustments, living wage issues,

         10  Medicaid issues, we in the Committee will certainly

         11  miss you very much, and we all wish you luck in your

         12  future endeavors.

         13                 Thank you so much.

         14                 SPEAKER MILLER: We'd be honored if

         15  you would say a few words, Cheree'.

         16                 MS. BUGGS: I feel indebted to so many

         17  people here that it may be more than a few words.

         18                 First of all, I'd like to start off

         19  by thanking Speaker Miller for the opportunity to

         20  work here for the New York City Council, and to

         21  serve New York City's 1.3 million senior citizens

         22  for the past two years. Truly it's been an honor.

         23                 I walked into the New York City

         24  Council as a seasoned attorney of 15 years, but even

         25  seasoned pros can learn a few things. So, I thank
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          2  you for the opportunity to acquire a new skill set.

          3                 To my chair, the marvelous Maria

          4  Baez, when she became Chair of the Committee on

          5  Aging in 2003, little did I know that I'd be gaining

          6  more than a chair, that I'd be gaining a friend. And

          7  I thank you very much for that friendship and hope

          8  that it continues for years to come.

          9                 My Chair of the Subcommittee on

         10  Senior Centers, Erik Martin-Dilan, his probing

         11  intellect always made it a pleasure to work with

         12  him, and he's a rising star, and I look forward to

         13  seeing what he will accomplish as the years go on.

         14                 I've also served as the Council to

         15  the Committee on Oversight and Investigations, and

         16  Council Member Erik Gioia continues to do positive

         17  things with that Committee, and I'm sure we'll hear

         18  more from him as the years go on.

         19                 To the members of the Aging

         20  Committee, I thank you very much for your support

         21  and your cooperation over the past years. My

         22  Division, the Human Services Division, thank you

         23  very much for your cooperation, for your support,

         24  for your camaraderie. Especially I'd like to mention

         25  my Policy Analyst, the wonderful Perry Stein, for
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          2  his assistance and support.

          3                 The Finance Division's, my Finance

          4  Analyst, Steve "The King" Solomon, without whose

          5  wisdom I could never have survived. We could never

          6  have passed SCHE and SCRIE legislation without the

          7  fiscal impact statement of Nadine Felton, and we

          8  appreciate that.

          9                 Peter Bruno, his assistance certainly

         10  has been very helpful to us. Let's see I have a

         11  little list here because I want to make sure I'm not

         12  missing anybody, but I'm almost done.

         13                 From the Mayor's Office of

         14  Legislative Affairs, yes, there are the people in

         15  the Mayor's said, a very good friend, Al Mullen, who

         16  was a good friend to me, despite the fact that he

         17  made it clear that I was a thorn in the side to the

         18  Administration. So, I thank Al Mullen. I thank him

         19  for his friendship as well. The Council

         20  Investigation Division, who continue to do hard

         21  work, and all of my friends from all of the

         22  divisions with whom I've shared great friendship,

         23  wonderful conversations, I thank you very much for

         24  that.

         25                 And lastly and most importantly, the
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          2  celebration is this evening, 5:30, Nathan Hale's, 6

          3  Murray Street. Hope to see you there.

          4                 SPEAKER MILLER: Everybody on Channel

          5  74 is invited. And we hope you just didn't cost Al

          6  his job.

          7                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Could we

          8  have quiet, please?

          9                 The Stated Meeting of April 1st,

         10  2004, called to order.

         11                 Roll call.

         12                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Addabbo.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Here.

         14                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Avella.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Here.

         16                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Baez.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ: Here.

         18                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Barron.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Here.

         20                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Boyland.

         21                 (No response.)

         22                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Brewer.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Here.

         24                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Clarke.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Present.
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          2                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Comrie.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Here.

          4                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: DeBlasio.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEBLASIO: Here.

          6                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Dilan.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: Here.

          8                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Felder.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Here.

         10                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Fidler.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Here.

         12                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Foster.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Here.

         14                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gallagher.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Here.

         16                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gennaro.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Here.

         18                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gentile.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: Here.

         20                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gerson.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Here.

         22                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gioia.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: Here.

         24                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gonzalez.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER GONZALEZ: Here.
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          2                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Jackson.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Here.

          4                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: James.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: Here.

          6                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Jennings.

          7                 (No response.)

          8                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Katz.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Here.

         10                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Koppell.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Here.

         12                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Lanza.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER LANZA: Here.

         14                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Liu.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Here.

         16                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Lopez.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: Here.

         18                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Martinez.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Here.

         20                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: McMahon.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Here.

         22                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Monserrate.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Here.

         24                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Moskowitz.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER MOSKOWITZ: Here.
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          2                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Nelson.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Here.

          4                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Palma.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER PALMA: Here.

          6                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Perkins.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Here.

          8                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Provenzano.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: Here.

         10                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Quinn.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: Here.

         12                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Recchia.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Here.

         14                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Reed.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: Here.

         16                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Reyna.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: Here.

         18                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Sanders.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Here.

         20                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Seabrook.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Here.

         22                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Sears.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Here.

         24                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Serrano.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER SERRANO: Here.
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          2                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Stewart.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Present.

          4                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Vallone.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Here.

          6                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Vann.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Here.

          8                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Weprin.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Here.

         10                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Yassky.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Here.

         12                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Oddo.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Here.

         14                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Rivera.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: Here.

         16                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Speaker Miller.

         17                 SPEAKER MILLER: Here.

         18                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: A quorum is

         19  present.

         20                 Please rise for the invocation

         21  delivered by Reverend Jonathan Owhe of the Rock

         22  International Church of Brooklyn.

         23                 REVEREND OWHE: Mr. Speaker, and

         24  Honorable Councilman and Charles Barron, I thank God

         25  for the privilege of coming to pray here today.
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          2                 Shall we pray.

          3                 Father, we thank you for this

          4  wonderful occasion and this opportunity to gather

          5  together;

          6                 Lord, to rub our minds together, how

          7  we can uphold this great City;

          8                 First of all, Father, we want to

          9  remember our troops in Iraq and in Afghanistan and

         10  all over the world;

         11                 They are fighting bravely, dear God,

         12  on our behalf; we remember them today;

         13                 For your protection, dear God, and

         14  guidance, that, Father, you bring them back home

         15  safely.

         16                 Lord, God, as your children

         17  deliberate today, we ask, God, for your wisdom and

         18  your understanding;

         19                 We pray for unity, dear God, in this,

         20  our great Nation, and our City;

         21                 That, Father, we all deliberate in a

         22  common spirit, dear God, to unite this City to

         23  meeting needs of our children, our adults, even our

         24  seniors.

         25                 For this we pray in the Lord,
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          2  Almighty's name. Amen.

          3                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          4  Member Barron.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Thank you,

          6  Madam Chair.

          7                 I want to thank Reverend Owhe for all

          8  the work you've done in our community. And with

          9  that, I make a motion to spread the Invocation in

         10  full upon the record.

         11                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         12                 Adoption of the minutes.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: I make a motion

         14  that the minutes of the Stated Meeting of February

         15  26th be adopted as printed.

         16                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Messages and

         17  Papers from the Mayor.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: None.

         19                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM:

         20  Communication from City, County and Borough Offices.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: None.

         22                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Petitions

         23  and Communications.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: None.

         25                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Land Use
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          2  Call-Ups.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 97.

          4                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Roll call.

          5                 SPEAKER MILLER: At this point I would

          6  like the clerk to call the roll on the Land Use

          7  Call-Ups.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Addabbo.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Aye.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Avella.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Aye.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Baez.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ: Aye.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Barron.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Aye on all.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Brewer.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Aye.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Clarke.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Aye on all.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Comrie.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Aye.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: DeBlasio.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEBLASIO: Aye.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Dilan.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: Aye.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Felder.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Aye.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Fidler.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Aye.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Foster.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Aye.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gallagher.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Aye.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gennaro.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Aye.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gentile.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: Aye on all.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gerson.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Aye.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gioia.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: Yes.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gonzalez.

         19                 (No response.)

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jackson.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Aye on all.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: James.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: Aye on all.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jennings.

         25                 (No response.)

                                                            38

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Katz.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Aye on all.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Koppell.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Aye.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lanza.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER LANZA: Aye.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Liu.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Yes on the Land

         10  Use Call-Ups, and unanimous consent to vote aye on

         11  all items on the general order calendar.

         12                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lopez.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: Aye on all.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Martinez.

         16                 (No response.)

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: McMahon.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Aye on all.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Monserrate.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Aye on

         21  all.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Moskowitz.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER MOSKOWITZ: Aye.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Nelson.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Aye.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Palma.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER PALMA: Aye.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Perkins.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Aye on all.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Provenzano.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: Yes.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Quinn.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: Aye.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Recchia.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Yes.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reed.

         13                 (No response.)

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reyna.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: Aye on all.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sanders.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Yes to all.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Seabrook.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Aye.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sears.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Aye.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Serrano.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER SERRANO: Aye.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Stewart.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Yes.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vallone.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Aye on all.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vann.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Aye on all.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Weprin.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Aye.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Yassky.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Aye.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gonzalez.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER GONZALEZ: Aye on all.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Oddo.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Yes.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Rivera.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA:  Aye.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Speaker Mr. Miller.

         17                 SPEAKER MILLER:  Aye.

         18                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Today's Land

         19  Use Call-Ups were adopted by a vote of 47 in the

         20  affirmative, zero in the negative.

         21                 Communication from the Speaker.

         22                 SPEAKER MILLER: I would like to thank

         23  my colleagues for doing a couple of important bills

         24  today, in regard of quality of life for New Yorkers,

         25  one, the Fair Fines Bill, which for the first time
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          2  says to homeowners that you get the same rights as

          3  businesses in this City, which says, which

          4  acknowledges common sense that homeowners can't stay

          5  at home and watch out their window 24 hours a day to

          6  make sure that somebody is not dropping something

          7  that shouldn't be there on the sidewalk.

          8                 So, this is an important piece of

          9  legislation because it brings some fairness back to

         10  the process. The Department of Sanitation can't just

         11  go out and ticket anybody any time for somebody

         12  else's bad behavior. It says let's have a reasonable

         13  period of time when homeowners know the Department

         14  of Sanitation can come by, that's when they have to

         15  every single day make sure they're clean, and I'm

         16  sure that every homeowner wants their community to

         17  be as clean as possible, but doesn't want to be

         18  unfairly fined.

         19                 And I want to thank Council Member

         20  Felder for his sponsorship on this bill. I want to

         21  also thank Council Member Brewer who sponsored

         22  legislation, its companion legislation, with regard

         23  to decals that are put on public property, which

         24  this Council had outlawed previously and now also on

         25  private property, which today this Council also

                                                            42

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  addresses.

          3                 And, finally, I just want to note for

          4  my colleagues, that there is a number of rules

          5  changes that were adopted unanimously by the Rules

          6  Committee and by the Steering Committee, and these

          7  rules are really for the most part intended to try

          8  to just reflect current practices in terms of the

          9  way that we govern ourselves, as well as to make it

         10  more possible for the Standards and Ethics Committee

         11  to consider disciplinary matters, and I would

         12  recommend them to you for your approval, but I would

         13  like to ask the Chair of the Rules Committee,

         14  Council Member Comrie, for a few words on that

         15  subject.

         16                 Council Member Comrie.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Thank you, Mr.

         18  Speaker.

         19                 These rules would codify some things

         20  that had to be changed as a result of, number one,

         21  the Mayor's Charter Commission last year that took

         22  away the privilege of the Public Advocate to be

         23  presiding officer to cover the events once there is

         24  a new Speaker elected in 2005 to make sure that

         25  there's not a void in terms of who would be the
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          2  presiding officer. This would make the City Clerk

          3  the presiding officer until a new Speaker is

          4  elected.

          5                 As the Speaker said, there were some

          6  rules that codify the behavior of the Standards and

          7  Ethics Committee that ensure privacy for all those

          8  persons that may have to come before the Committee.

          9                 Also, we are putting together rules

         10  to codify the use of cell phones and mobile phones.

         11                 Cell phones should not be used in the

         12  Chambers of the City Council during the Stated

         13  Council Meetings. Cell phones should not be used

         14  during Committee meetings by any Council member.

         15                 We passed the cell phone legislation

         16  bill in this Council for the entire City. We should

         17  act accordingly and set an example for the public.

         18                 We would want to encourage staff and

         19  all people that are here at the meeting in order to

         20  develop decorum to use proper sense and common

         21  sense, if your cell phone rings you can wait 30

         22  seconds to walk out of the room so that the business

         23  of the Council can go on without interruption.

         24                 People move to the side, we can still

         25  hear your voice. Please step out of the room. Do not
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          2  use the cell phones during a committee meeting so

          3  that the business of the Council can move forward.

          4                 Also, we are just changing the time

          5  from 30 to 60 days to implement a local law

          6  resolution after its introduction because this

          7  Council has been so active, and so busy with

          8  meetings and meetings on top of meetings, that it's

          9  been impossible for members to actually put our

         10  Committee hearings together with the proper

         11  notification to the public, the proper notification

         12  to the City, or certain resolutions or intros that

         13  are even good for the City that we would like the

         14  City to know about.

         15                 Council chairs have been finding it

         16  difficult to stay within the 30-day period.

         17                 This would give, move it to 60 days,

         18  so that the entire Council could move in an

         19  expeditious manner, but also in a manner that we

         20  could notify the public so that they can have the

         21  property time to talk and come to the meeting, and

         22  find out about legislation that would be landmarked

         23  and even protecting the City.

         24                 The other rules are pretty much

         25  standard, just some things to codify and change it.
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          2  I want to thank the Committee, I want to thank all

          3  of the Council members for their input and their

          4  suggestions, but especially Ed O'Malley and Tom

          5  McMahon for putting this stuff in the necessary

          6  legalees to make sure that it's done properly today.

          7                 But also we want to try to send a

          8  message on decorum and responsibility. We understand

          9  that this is a place of deliberation. We understand

         10  that this is a place of passion. We understand that

         11  members have needs, and sometimes members want to do

         12  things that are not proper, but we have to

         13  understand that there is a certain decorum that must

         14  be maintained in this Chamber. We have to set a

         15  precedent. There are people looking at us, not just

         16  in this Chamber but from around the world. Our

         17  meetings are put on the website, our meetings are on

         18  TV, our meetings are sometimes all over the national

         19  stage. We must act accordingly, we must look

         20  responsible. We should not be on cell phones during

         21  the meeting. We should not do things that are

         22  disrespectful to the serious deliberations or to

         23  even the serious arguments that have to occur in

         24  this Chamber to protect our City.

         25                 Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker.
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          2                 SPEAKER MILLER: I want to close by

          3  noting, thank you, Mr. Chair, for your work on that

          4  and the steering committee, as well, for the

          5  unanimous support.

          6                 And also note that, just to close, in

          7  the back of everyone's schedule is the Executive

          8  Budget hearings schedule, just so people know so you

          9  can start to plan your schedules. This is when the

         10  hearings on the Executive Budget will, they will

         11  begin on May 6th, they will conclude on May 24th,

         12  and I want to just recommend to everybody so that

         13  everyone can get that on their schedules as soon as

         14  possible, and that concludes my communication.

         15                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Discussion

         16  of General Orders.

         17                 Council Member Brewer.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Thank you very

         19  much.

         20                 I want to thank particularly the

         21  Chair McMahon of Sanitation and his wonderful staff

         22  for his support of the so-called Sticker Bill.

         23  Basically in our neighborhood and around the City

         24  you see these locksmith stickers, in particular, and

         25  this particular bill would outlaw them on private
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          2  property. Right now they are outlawed on public

          3  property. It would mandate that there is a fine per

          4  sticker, and it would also be a rebuttable

          5  presumption that the person whose name and phone

          6  number and identifying information are on the

          7  sticker, would be in violation.

          8                 So, this is a new way of approaching

          9  enforcement. I also thank the Administration for

         10  being supportive, and I can tell you that in our

         11  neighborhood this particular issue is of great

         12  concern and I think will provide a way in which the

         13  City of New York is responsive to the concerns of

         14  our neighborhood.

         15                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         16  Member Oddo.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Thank you. I

         18  would just like to commend Chairman Comrie for his

         19  good work on these rules changes, but I also want

         20  the record to reflect that it was Council Member

         21  Dilan who was the early and first impassionate

         22  advocate of the rule change with respect to the cell

         23  phones, something I think is long overdue, and I

         24  just want to commend him and make sure the record

         25  reflects his great work on it.
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          2                 I also want to thank Council Member

          3  Katz for her common sense demonstrated earlier today

          4  in the steering committee.

          5                 And, finally, I'd like to thank the

          6  Speaker for making it clear that it is the

          7  republican delegation who had the responsibility of

          8  enforcing all of these new rules, and giving the

          9  full discretion to meter out punishment as we see

         10  fit. So, thank you, Mr. Speaker.

         11                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         12  Member Fidler.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Madam Public

         14  Advocate, I think it was late June 2002 when we

         15  voted in this body for large real estate property

         16  tax increase, and I know that many members, myself

         17  included in voting for that increase promised that

         18  we would do our very best to return or roll back

         19  property tax breaks in the City at the earliest

         20  possible time.

         21                 I didn't think that the first $90

         22  million of property tax relief that we would be

         23  offering up would be to absentee landlords.

         24                 I would prefer to offer it to seniors

         25  or people on disabilities living on fixed incomes,
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          2  or roll back the rates in general, not to absentee

          3  landlords.

          4                 I understand the art of the deal. I

          5  understand reading between the lines, but

          6  Commissioner Stark was in that room trying to tell

          7  this Council and its Finance Committee that

          8  implementing the absentee landlord tax was too hard,

          9  and I would say that either the Department of

         10  Finance was utterly incompetent, or they were doing

         11  it deliberately. I prefer to believe the latter, in

         12  which case the Administration ought to be honest

         13  about it and say what they're trying to do is kill a

         14  tax that they had agreed to and went to Albany and

         15  asked for together with this Council, a tax that's

         16  appropriate, that distinguishes between class 1

         17  property owners who live in their homes and those

         18  who have the money to invest and buy other Class 1

         19  properties. It's a fair tax when we passed it, it

         20  cost $45 million a year. I understand delaying it

         21  for one year, having had them blow a year by saying

         22  they couldn't do it, and not wanting to give two

         23  annual bills and back-to-back months, I can

         24  understand that. I cannot fathom why we would blow

         25  another $45 million letting them spend another year
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          2  not figuring out something that is as simple as any

          3  other tax return could be in the City of New York.

          4                 I, in good conscience, cannot vote

          5  for Intro. 303 and I would urge my colleague to vote

          6  no.

          7                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          8  Member Perkins.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Thank you

         10  very much. I ask my colleagues to join me on Reso

         11  274, calling upon the United States Attorney General

         12  John Ashcroft and the Department of Justice to

         13  reopen the case of Emmett Till.

         14                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: You're out

         15  of order, Council member. It's the wrong part of the

         16  calendar.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Oh, sorry.

         18                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: It's the

         19  wrong part of the calendar.

         20                 Council Member Reed.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: Pass.

         22                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Pass.

         23                 Seeing nobody else -- oh, Council

         24  Member Gerson. Sorry, we didn't have your name.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: That's okay.
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          2                 Thank you very much. I'll be very

          3  brief.

          4                 On the issue of the postponement of

          5  the implementation of the Absentee Property Landlord

          6  Tax, I will vote for the proposed postponement,

          7  because I understand it was arrived at in the course

          8  of negotiations, hard negotiations where hard

          9  decisions had to be made in order to preserve funds

         10  for vital programs.

         11                 However, we must all recognize that

         12  the points Lew Fidler raise, are with respect to

         13  inequity, with respect to commercial property

         14  taxation are correct, are on the mark, and indeed

         15  this is just one of many inequities we know and

         16  needless complexities we know to be part and parcel

         17  of the property tax system.

         18                 Many of us have, without reason,

         19  called for the establishment of a commission to

         20  review, to simplify and to implement greater

         21  consideration, especially for those on fixed and low

         22  incomes in the property tax structure. We reached

         23  out to the Mayor's Office to support such a

         24  commission, they have declined.

         25                 If they continue to decline, this
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          2  Council should take the leadership and establish

          3  such an expert commission on its own to achieve

          4  simplicity, equity and consideration for those of

          5  lower income or fixed income levels.

          6                 Pending that, in the hope that we

          7  will establish that to address the range of property

          8  tax inequities, which as you know, discriminate

          9  against many condos and co-ops that are taxed

         10  differently from similarly valued types of

         11  properties, pending that, I will vote for the

         12  postponement, but I urge this Council to take the

         13  leadership to push the City ahead for a better

         14  property tax system and fairer for all New Yorkers.

         15                 Thank you.

         16                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you.

         17                 Seeing nobody else, Report of Special

         18  Committees.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: None.

         20                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Report of

         21  Standing Committees.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports of the

         23  Committee on Finance.

         24                 Preconsidered LU 118 and companion

         25  Reso 279.
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          2                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

          3  General Order Calendar.

          4                 My colleagues, I just want to mention

          5  at this point that we are joined in the balcony by

          6  Sisters and Brothers United, from the Northwest

          7  Bronx Community Coalition. And thank you. They're

          8  young youth advocates who are fighting overcrowding

          9  in our schools, and thank you all for being here.

         10                 I said "coupled on the General Order

         11  Calendar," so at this point somebody has to say

         12  Report of the Committee on Rules, Privileges and

         13  Elections.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Okay. Report of

         15  the Committee on Rules, Privileges and Elections.

         16                 Preconsidered Reso 280.

         17                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

         18  General Order Calendar.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports on the

         20  Committee on Sanitation and Solid Waste Management.

         21                 Intro. 34.

         22                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

         23  General Order Calendar.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Intro. 179.

         25                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the
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          2  General Order Calendar.

          3                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: General

          4  Order Calendar.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Intro. 303.

          6                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

          7  General Order Calendar.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Resolutions

          9  appointing various persons Commissioner of Deeds.

         10                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

         11  General Order Calendar.

         12                 At this point I would like the ask

         13  the Clerk to call the roll on all items coupled on

         14  the General Order Calendar.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Addabbo.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Aye on all.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Avella.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Aye on all.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Baez.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ: Aye on all.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Barron.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Madam Chair,

         23  may I be excused to explain my vote?

         24                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: I'm voting aye
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          2  on all General Order Calendar items, and I'm

          3  abstaining from preconsidered Reso 280 on the

          4  Committee on Rules and Privileges and Elections.

          5                 You know, I just got to see these

          6  rules this afternoon. Just this afternoon. I think

          7  if we want to change the decorum of the City

          8  Council, want to make sure we don't talk on our cell

          9  phones, then get us the rules in a timely fashion,

         10  so we can go over the rules and not have to sit here

         11  and make a decision.

         12                 Even if the rules are minor rules,

         13  rules are rules are rules, and we're stuck with

         14  these rules whether they're major or minor.

         15                 I don't want to be in the City

         16  Council, sitting down there in the Borough

         17  Delegation trying to determine what groups we're

         18  going to fund and then they throw these rules at us

         19  and we have some concerns about some of them and

         20  then have to come upstairs a few hours later and

         21  we're voting on them.

         22                 So, let's change the decorum, Mr.

         23  Chair, and Speaker, all around - cell phones and

         24  getting information to us on rule changes in a

         25  timely fashion so we can think them through, have
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          2  some discussion, have some debates, no matter how

          3  minor they may appear to you.

          4                 With that, I vote aye on all general

          5  order items, and I'm abstaining from the

          6  preconsidered Reso 280 on the rules.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Brewer.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Aye on all.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Clarke.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Aye on all.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Comrie.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Madam Public

         13  Advocate, may I explain my vote?

         14                 First, I want to thank --

         15                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Thank you.

         17                 First I want to thank Council Member

         18  Dilan for the cell phone legislation, Council Member

         19  Simcha Felder and Brewer for their two intros with

         20  Sanitation.

         21                 And I just want to encourage members

         22  that this process has been done, was vetted out by

         23  steering twice and it was sent to Delegation heads.

         24  But I have heard from a couple of members regarding

         25  some things that we may do, and this is a body in
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          2  process that I intend to make as deliberative and as

          3  democratic as possible. We will do our best to get

          4  the information to members in a timely manner.

          5                 And we will be considered more rules

          6  changes to make sure this is a democratic and

          7  deliberative body. That is my charge as Chair, I

          8  have heard it and I will continue to make every

          9  effort to make that happen.

         10                 I vote aye on all. Thank you.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: DeBlasio.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEBLASIO: Aye on all.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Dilan.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: Aye on all. And

         15  on behalf of the homeowners of the 37th Council

         16  District that I represent, I'm sure they all want to

         17  say thank you to Simcha Felder.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Felder.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Aye.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Fidler.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: An emphatic no

         22  on Intro. 303, and aye on all others.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Foster.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Aye on all.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gallagher.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Aye on all.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gennaro.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Aye.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gentile.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: Aye on all.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gerson.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Aye on all.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gioia.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: Yes on all.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gonzalez.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER GONZALEZ: Aye on all.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jackson.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Yes on all.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: James.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: Aye on all.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Katz.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Aye on all.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Koppell.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: No on 303;

         21  aye on all other items on the calendar.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lanza.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER LANZA: Aye.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lopez.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: Permission to
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          2  explain my vote?

          3                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: I would like to

          5  be able to vote yes on the changes of the rules of

          6  the Council, but it's impossible for me to do so

          7  when the discussion that have been put in place for

          8  this is basically none.

          9                 I think that when we put the rules

         10  and regulations of our body in place, transparencing

         11  how those rules and regulations are discussed and

         12  put for the vote should be the most important aspect

         13  of it. And I cannot, in my good conscience, vote for

         14  something that I just reviewed a few minutes ago.

         15                 Therefore it is literally and

         16  ethically impossible for me to vote yes in order to

         17  support the leadership of my colleagues on this

         18  issue.

         19                 I have to vote no, based on what I

         20  just explained right now in regard to that item, and

         21  not necessarily because it reflect that I have an

         22  opposition to the proposal in question.

         23                 Therefore, I vote no on the proposed

         24  changes on the rules based on the lack of adequate

         25  discussion and notification; and I vote aye on the
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          2  rest of the agenda.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Martinez.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Aye on all.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: McMahon.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Aye on all.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Monserrate.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Aye on

          9  all, and I abstain on 280.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Moskowitz.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER MOSKOWITZ: Aye on all.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Nelson.

         13                 (No response.)

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Palma.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER PALMA: Aye.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Perkins.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Aye on all.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Provenzano.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: Aye on

         20  all.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Quinn.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: Aye on all,

         23  with particular congratulations to Council Member

         24  Brewer as it relates to the anti-sticker bill, which

         25  will be a big help in my district.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Recchia.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Aye.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reed.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: Yes, first I'd

          6  like to ask permission to vote aye on all Land Use

          7  Call-Ups, so Gary doesn't get nervous.

          8                 And secondly, on the General Order, I

          9  am extremely troubled by this absentee landlord

         10  extension. I think it's foolish. We passed something

         11  that made sense. We're asking people who are making

         12  money from owning property to pay a fair share of

         13  taxes. If the Finance Department of the

         14  Administration can't sort it out, well, maybe they

         15  ought to privatize it. That's what they want to do

         16  with everything else. I don't really understand

         17  that.

         18                 However, in the negotiations that

         19  we're having at this moment in terms of what we're

         20  trying to restore in the budget, I'll vote aye on

         21  all. But I would certainly like us to consider

         22  putting it back where it belongs and having the

         23  people that owe us money pay it.

         24                 Thank you. Aye on all.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reyna.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: Aye on all.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sanders.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Aye on all.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Seabrook.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Aye.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sears.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Aye.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Serrano.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER SERRANO: Aye.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Stewart.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Yes on all.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vallone.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Aye on all.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vann.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Aye.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Weprin.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Aye on all.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Yassky.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Aye.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gerson.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Aye on all.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Nelson.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Aye on all,

         25  except I abstain on Intro. 303, and also

                                                            63

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  preconsidered Reso 280, I abstain on that, too.

          3  Thank you.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Oddo.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Temporarily

          6  excused to explain my vote?

          7                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: I vote aye on

          9  all. But I would say with respect to the absentee

         10  landlord tax, it was a bad idea in 2003, it's still

         11  a bad idea in 2004, and it will still be a bad idea

         12  in 2006.

         13                 This would be a past due tax, it

         14  would be a tax on tenants, and while death of this

         15  tax by a thousand delays works for me, I think both

         16  sides of City Hall should be up front with the fact

         17  that it was a mistake, own up to it, and remove the

         18  specter of it.

         19                 So, I vote aye on all with a great

         20  deal of respect to my colleague, Lew Fidler.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Rivera.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA:  Thank you

         23  very much. I'd like to vote aye on all.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Speaker Mr. Miller.

         25                 SPEAKER MILLER:  Thank you. If I
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          2  could briefly explain my vote? I won't for a moment

          3  admit that the absentee landlord surcharge is a

          4  mistake. I agree wholeheartedly, actually, with the

          5  comments of my friends and colleagues, Council

          6  Member Fidler and Reed, and others who spoke on this

          7  subject, it is a mistake, an unconscionable one for

          8  people who represent homeowners in the City, and who

          9  believe there should be a bonus for being a

         10  homeowner, that people who own commercial property

         11  are getting taxed as single family homeowners.

         12                 I'd love for somebody to explain to

         13  me why it is that people who own properties are

         14  being taxed as single-family homeowners, and why it

         15  is that the Department of Finance says they can't

         16  figure out whether somebody is a single-family

         17  homeowner or not. It doesn't seem like a terribly

         18  complicated thing. We could all figure it out. You

         19  put a little question on a piece of paper; are you a

         20  single-family homeowner? Or are you not a

         21  single-family homeowner? And then somebody has to

         22  answer it. It's that simple. The behavior of the

         23  Administration was unconscionable in refusing to

         24  implement the law, and it's a mistake. That said,

         25  they did it, and we have to live with their mistake,
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          2  and unfortunately single-family homeowners in this

          3  City are paying higher taxes as a result of it.

          4                 Since they refuse to admit it, and

          5  since they refuse to implement it, and since they

          6  insisted upon trying to do cuts to community

          7  colleges, cuts to health, child clinics, cuts to

          8  mental health services, all issues that our

          9  constituents are extremely concerned about, we had

         10  to do our best to try to strike a deal that

         11  protected New Yorkers, that protected students, that

         12  protected our health, that protected our bus

         13  service, and protected the services that New Yorkers

         14  depend upon, and we will certainly revisit this

         15  issue at a later date.

         16                 I vote aye.

         17                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: All items on

         18  today's General Order Calendar were adopted by a

         19  vote of 49 in the affirmative, zero in the negative,

         20  zero abstentions, with the exception of Reso 280,

         21  which is adopted by a vote of 45 in the affirmative,

         22  one in the negative, three abstentions; and Intro.

         23  303, which is adopted by 46 in the affirmative, two

         24  in the negative, one abstention.

         25                 Revised Land Use Call-Ups were
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          2  adopted by a vote of 49 in the affirmative, zero in

          3  the negative.

          4                 Introduction and Reading of Bills.

          5                 SPEAKER MILLER: All items are

          6  referred to the Committee as indicated on the

          7  schedule.

          8                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Discussion

          9  of Resolutions.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: None.

         11                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Resolutions.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: None.

         13                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: General

         14  Discussion.

         15                 Council Member Gennaro.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Thank you,

         17  Madam Public Advocate.

         18                 I rise today to speak about Intro.

         19  313. It's a re-intro of the Workplace Safety and

         20  Protection Act by myself and Council Member Joe

         21  Addabbo.

         22                 This would make City government for

         23  the first time keep much better track than they now

         24  do of workplace illness and injury. The injury and

         25  illness rate among public sector employees is twice
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          2  what it is in the private sector. It's high time

          3  that the City did everything that it could to make

          4  sure that we have a full accounting and full

          5  transparency into what's going on in worker safety

          6  and illness, and I thank very much my colleague Joe

          7  Addabbo, Chair of the Civil Service and Labor

          8  Committee, for his leadership on this as well, as

          9  well as his support of NYCOSH, who was very helpful

         10  in putting this all together.

         11                 I want to thank the members who

         12  joined us at a press conference today, Council

         13  Member Addabbo, Quinn, Jackson, DeBlasio and

         14  Perkins, who will join us for a press conference,

         15  and I urge all of my colleagues to sign onto Intro.

         16  313. Thank you.

         17                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         18  Member Jackson.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Madam Chair,

         20  I appreciate the opportunity to address my

         21  colleagues.

         22                 I am very, very pleased that our

         23  Rules Committee is moving forward with rules in

         24  order to communicate to my fellow colleagues the

         25  decorum that we need to follow in our house.
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          2                 I think it's in the best for all of

          3  us that we adhere to them, and I look forward to

          4  Leroy Comrie, the Chair, along with all other

          5  members, putting forward penalties where members

          6  refuse to adhere to our rules and regulations.

          7                 I also rise to support Intro. 313,

          8  the Workers Compensation Bill, where all City

          9  agencies must record injuries of workers to look at

         10  where these injuries are occurring and which steps

         11  to avoid the hazardous workplace environment so our

         12  employees will remain healthy and strong to support

         13  themselves and their family.

         14                 And my brothers and sisters, DC 37,

         15  the union that represents approximately 7,000 day

         16  care teachers and support staff, have been without a

         17  contract for four years, and many of you were on the

         18  steps of City Hall, I ask all of you to please

         19  support them.

         20                 These workers take care of 35,000

         21  young, little children of ours, and also their

         22  mothers can go to work, and they are some of the

         23  lowest paid workers in the City of New York, and the

         24  Mayor is the only one that's holding it up.

         25                 So, I ask you to speak to the Mayor,
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          2  and to speak to everyone you can about these

          3  workers.

          4                 And finally, CFB, the Campaign for

          5  Fiscal Equity, billions of dollars our children are

          6  waiting to receive in order to give them the

          7  opportunity for a sound basic education. I ask all

          8  of you to reach out to your State Assemblymember,

          9  your state senators and the Governor in order to let

         10  them know that they must do it now, and not wait a

         11  year from now.

         12                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Time,

         13  Council member.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Thank you

         15  very much.

         16                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         17  Member Barron.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Thank you,

         19  Madam Chair.

         20                 I would like my colleagues to join me

         21  in a moment of silence, if you will, and Madam Chair

         22  if you won't count this to my time, but a moment of

         23  silence for a two-year-old who was killed in my

         24  neighborhood, little Dimani Spruell (phonetic). Last

         25  night he was shot in his head by people in the
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          2  district, and they're really trying to find the baby

          3  killers.

          4                 I think we've gotten to a point where

          5  even criminals have no respect, they could care less

          6  about the value of life. And we at the City Council

          7  have to prioritize those areas where it happens

          8  frequently.

          9                 So, I want all of us, if you may, if

         10  you will stand for a moment of silence of little

         11  Dimani Spruell, two and a half years old, and his

         12  life was cut short by a killer's bullets.

         13                 (Moment of silence observed.)

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Thank you very

         15  much, Madam Chair. And I thank my colleagues, and I

         16  want you to continue to pray for the Spruell family

         17  and we're going to be working hard in our community

         18  to set up community patrols, so that we can have an

         19  added eye, an added watch in our neighborhood. And

         20  we want the City Council to prioritize those

         21  communities where the crime is high, it needs higher

         22  attention, and economic development and job

         23  creation, we need to really look at this once and

         24  for all, the Governor, the Mayor, this City Council,

         25  we need to prioritize the neediest communities in
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          2  our City.

          3                 Thank you very much.

          4                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

          5  Council member.

          6                 Council Member Fidler.

          7                 (No response.)

          8                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM:

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Thank you.

         10                 I want to draw my colleagues'

         11  attention to Reso 274, calling upon the United

         12  States Attorney General John Ashcroft and the

         13  Department of Justice to reopen the case of Emmett

         14  Till, in light of the discovery of new information

         15  for a complete and thorough investigation into his

         16  1955 murder.

         17                 New information has been found

         18  regarding the case of Emmett Till. No one was ever

         19  punished for this hideous crime. There is

         20  substantial information that several people who are

         21  still alive have information concerning this

         22  unresolved case.

         23                 The fact that justice was never

         24  served on his murder, his case should be reopened

         25  and thoroughly examined with current technology not
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          2  available then.

          3                 It is also suspected that some of the

          4  individuals that participated in the murder of

          5  Emmett Till are still alive as well as individuals

          6  who may have witnessed it or have crucial evidence.

          7                 Emmett Till's mother fought to get

          8  justice for Emmett's murder until her death last

          9  year. We owe it to her, to Emmett Till and to his

         10  family to reopen this case and make every attempt

         11  possible with every tool we have available to bring

         12  his killers to justice.

         13                 This is one of many cases of murder

         14  that took place in that period that was unsolved as

         15  a result of the racial climate at that time, the

         16  racism that took place at that time, and was

         17  catalytic to the movement of civil rights in this

         18  country.

         19                 So, I ask my colleagues, as we

         20  celebrate the 50th anniversary of Brown versus Board

         21  of Education and reflect on those historic moments

         22  in this history of this country to join me on Reso

         23  274, and to send a message to Congress, to send a

         24  message to the Attorney General that this Case needs

         25  to be opened.
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          2                 Thank you, again.

          3                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          4  Member Gentile.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: I, too, want to

          6  speak on Resolution 274.

          7                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: It's Council

          8  Member Gentile. Sorry.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: It's okay. I

         10  want to point my colleagues' attention to Resolution

         11  267 that I am introducing today in the Council and

         12  it would require the New York, or call on the New

         13  York State Legislature to pass a law to require all

         14  non-public schools to conduct criminal background

         15  checks on teachers, administrators and supervisors.

         16                 Current education law in the State

         17  does require certain services to be provided to

         18  non-public schools, such as nursing services, health

         19  services, safety services and other services, but

         20  one area in which the non-public schools are not

         21  required by New York State law is to conduct

         22  criminal background checks on teachers,

         23  administrators and supervisors.

         24                 And I know many of my colleagues like

         25  I do have many non-public schools in our districts,
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          2  and one of those non-public schools in my district

          3  just several months ago was found to have a teacher

          4  who was formerly in the public school system, was

          5  arrested on charges and convicted and then moved to

          6  the public school system to Savarian High School in

          7  Bayridge, Brooklyn, was hired by Savarian High

          8  School to teach math to students and there was no

          9  background check, no criminal background check done

         10  on him. Subsequently about a month ago, arrested

         11  once again for similar charges through his child

         12  pornography, and that was only not an embarrassment

         13  to Savarian High School, but it's also a danger to

         14  students at that school, and it could happen again

         15  anywhere in this City and anywhere in the State.

         16                 So, my resolution calls on the State

         17  Legislature to require that non-public schools

         18  conduct those criminal background checks on

         19  teachers, supervisors and administrators, and I ask

         20  my colleagues to support that.

         21                 Thank you, Madam.

         22                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         23  Member Seabrook.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Thank you,

         25  Madam Public Advocate.
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          2                 There are two resolutions that we

          3  have here today that I think everyone should join in

          4  on. This is a nonpartisan resolution.

          5                 This resolution talks about 51

          6  percent of African-American males unemployed in the

          7  City of New York. This is a crisis and damn near

          8  cry.

          9                 I think it's important that we, as a

         10  body, send a message that there should be no

         11  development, money spent by this City, unless we

         12  address, and that money should address the issue of

         13  51 percent unemployed African-American males in the

         14  City of New York.

         15                 We're talking about the local

         16  development of Manhattan or Lower Manhattan, where

         17  we're going to spend billions of dollars and trade

         18  on billions of bonds in this City, we should not

         19  allow the City to spend one cent until we address

         20  this issue of 51 percent unemployment of our young

         21  people.

         22                 We shouldn't have one discussion

         23  about a stadium in any borough until we address the

         24  issue of 51 percent of unemployment of

         25  African-American males.
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          2                 This Resolution 275, everyone should

          3  join in. 276, this is an issue of structural

          4  unemployment, underemployment. We all applauded, and

          5  everybody got up when they said the welfare rolls

          6  are going down, in 1995 when we reduced the welfare

          7  rolls.

          8                 Well, guess what, all of the children

          9  who were age of dependent children, when their

         10  mother was kicked off welfare, well, guess what,

         11  those are those African-American males today who we

         12  never gave a chance or opportunity.

         13                 I'm saying that we're talking about

         14  spending all this money on schools and world trades.

         15  Let's talk about this crime.

         16                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Time,

         17  Council member.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Thank you

         19  very much, Madam.

         20                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         21  Member Gerson.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Thank you very

         23  much, Public Advocate.

         24                 First of all, on the rule of, I voted

         25  based on the content of the proposed now enacted
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          2  rules changes, so this may surprise those who are

          3  familiar with my relationship to my cell phone, but

          4  nevertheless, this is a step forward.

          5                 However, I join my colleagues in

          6  expressing the imperative to assure adequate

          7  advanced communication in the future for all

          8  proposed rules changes, and I thank Leroy Comrie,

          9  our Whip, for his commitment to see to it that that

         10  will be the case.

         11                 I also want to, on behalf of my

         12  district, thank my colleague Council Member Brewer

         13  for her legislation on property defacement, which we

         14  adopted today.

         15                 Madam Public Advocate, a few days ago

         16  we heard what I consider one of the most outrageous

         17  proposals issued by this Administration or by any

         18  Administration, and that is the proposal to use $350

         19  million originally allocated for affordable housing

         20  from a Battery Park City-created fund for use to

         21  create the Jets' Stadium, Javits Center expansion

         22  complex in Midtown. Irrespective of the merit of the

         23  Midtown complex, it is wrong, wrong, wrong to use

         24  this money for any purpose other than to maintain or

         25  create affordable housing.
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          2                 Battery Park City was created as a

          3  model residential community, as a model for housing

          4  policy. Part of that model was a cross subsidy

          5  wherein market rate housing would generate income to

          6  create or maintain affordable housing to preserve

          7  the diversity of our City and our community.

          8                 The Administration has issued a legal

          9  argument that this obligation has been fulfilled. We

         10  are looking into the validity of that legal

         11  argument. Certainly in spirit it is wrong. The need

         12  is as great as ever. We must use the money to

         13  preserve threat of affordable housing about to

         14  expire and then create more.

         15                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         16  member, time.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Thank you very

         18  much.

         19                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         20  Member Recchia.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: I ask my

         22  colleagues to sign on Intro. 321. It's a law to --

         23  these one-stop centers that the Mayor is going to be

         24  developing that we have language access and outreach

         25  plans.
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          2                 We don't have a set plan of what

          3  we're going to do with people with other languages,

          4  how we're going to help them, and we need for this

          5  to be set up properly.

          6                 My colleagues, Bill DeBlasio and

          7  James Sanders, we all will work together on this and

          8  I just wanted to thank Jackie Sherman for putting

          9  this all together and helping us out.

         10                 And unfortunately, the New York Post

         11  is not here to hear of me introducing a law. So, we

         12  could tell Frankie. Thank you.

         13                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         14  Member James.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: I join in the

         16  sentiment of Councilman Gerson.

         17                 I stand with Councilman Gerson and

         18  Quinn in their opposition to the stadium on the West

         19  Side, $350 million for a stadium.  We have siphoned

         20  off from general funds in Brooklyn $150 million

         21  being siphoned off of the general fund to build an

         22  arena in Brooklyn.

         23                 As it relates to Resolution 274,

         24  nearly 50 years after the brutal murder of Emmett

         25  Till, a 14-year-old black boy from Chicago who
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          2  convinced his mother to let him go down south, but

          3  just about a week after Emmett Till arrived at his

          4  great uncle's home in Money, Mississippi, the summer

          5  of 1955, his mother, Emmett Till, discovered that he

          6  was brutally shot and murdered. A few days later his

          7  grotesque body was discovered with one eye dangling

          8  down the cheek, a smashed nose, a bullet hole

          9  through his axe-sliced head and a choked out tongue

         10  washed ashore in the Talahache River.

         11                 I'm asking that again we reopen this

         12  investigation. A film maker from my district, Mr.

         13  Keith Buchon (phonetic), a Fort Greene film-maker,

         14  has spent about eight years recording and

         15  researching the untold story of Emmett Till. He's

         16  uncovered evidence of at least ten witnesses, some

         17  black and some white, were involved in the murder of

         18  Emmett Till, and he's asking the federal government

         19  and Mississippi State Court to reopen this case

         20  based on the new evidence.

         21                 And I just ask, next week, I, too,

         22  will be introducing a resolution and a petition and

         23  a letter to John Ashcroft that this case be

         24  reopened.

         25                 Thank you very much.
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          2                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          3  Member Sanders.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Thank you.

          5                 There are some crimes so horrible

          6  that we don't allow a statute of limitation, of

          7  course murder being one of them. The murder of

          8  Emmett Till is a murder that shocked the nation

          9  then, and shocks any thinking person now. The idea

         10  that we have to go through an Attorney General to

         11  reopen, instead of the Attorney General himself

         12  looking for justice, which is the job of the

         13  Attorney General, is very dismaying.

         14                 Of course we should petition our good

         15  Attorney General to reopen this one.

         16                 It's also said when we hear of

         17  children sitting on their father's laps, being shot

         18  in drive-bys, yes, we need to put some extra law

         19  enforcement, and especially the weed-n-seed program,

         20  where the seed is more important, to put something

         21  in place in there.

         22                 I also want to speak up for the

         23  workers of 1707, who are four years without a

         24  contract. Come on, this is not major money that

         25  we're speaking about, so the issue is not money. How
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          2  people have gotten into an us versus them, an ego,

          3  whatever the situation is, I call upon everybody

          4  involved, especially our Mayor's Office, to really

          5  look at this situation and say, regardless of how we

          6  got there, workers are being heard and we need to do

          7  something about that.

          8                 Thank you very much, Ms. Public

          9  Advocate.

         10                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         11  Member Reed.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: Thank you, Madam

         13  Public Advocate.

         14                 I certainly also want to echo the

         15  remarks of Council Member James and Sanders, Jr.,

         16  and I'm sure that others do, and people wonder why

         17  people in our community still feel that there's no

         18  justice, and then say there's no peace. They have

         19  these sort of historic cases that still go

         20  undocumented, ignored and not investigated and we're

         21  told, well, why don't you forget about it. Well,

         22  I've never seen them ask other communities to forget

         23  about things and get away with that question. So,

         24  the communities that appreciate justice in this

         25  country are not going to allow those things to be
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          2  shoved under a rug and forgotten.

          3                 I also would just like to mention for

          4  those remaining in the Chamber, that my legislative

          5  director Aaron Lowenstein is going on to his next

          6  venture. He's leaving us tomorrow. I think everybody

          7  in the Council knows the work that he has done,

          8  certainly helped us in our office, and I just want

          9  to wish him well. He's going to law school. I'm not

         10  so sure about him for that, but he is going to law

         11  school, after he gets back from traveling around

         12  Central and South America. So, we wish him well.

         13  Thank you very much.

         14                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         15  Member Vann.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Thank you, Madam

         17  Public Advocate.

         18                 I undoubtedly support the resolution

         19  by Mr. Perkins and Mr. Seabrook, but I rise today

         20  because there is a legend in our house and he's been

         21  unnoticed. The greatest advocate for high education

         22  in this state for the last 25 or more years is in

         23  our house.

         24                 The gentleman responsible for perhaps

         25  billions of dollars going into higher education,
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          2  throughout this state and in our City, is in our

          3  midst.

          4                 Not only would he make the compelling

          5  argument within the democratic conference, to

          6  influence all of our colleagues, he would then go

          7  out and organize throughout the state every college

          8  campus and university and wherever he could get

          9  support to put pressure on himself and on the

         10  legislature to make sure that we did the right thing

         11  for higher education.

         12                 He was a strong advocate for human

         13  rights, a strong advocate for civil rights, a strong

         14  advocate for women's rights, and his voice was

         15  compelling because of his intellect and his common

         16  sense approach.

         17                 I know that he's sorely missed in

         18  Albany, because he did not run for re-election. He

         19  spent the afternoon with us. I don't know if we

         20  recognize it, but Assemblyman Ed Sullivan is in our

         21  house and we owe him a great deal of gratitude for

         22  this legacy.

         23                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

         24  Councilman Vann.

         25                 Hello, Assemblyman Sullivan.
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          2                 Council Member Dilan.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: Thank you,

          4  Madam Public Advocate.

          5                 I would like to also add my support

          6  to resolutions introduced by Council Member

          7  Seabrook, Reso 275 and 273, resolutions regarding

          8  high unemployment Citywide, but specifically amongst

          9  African-American males who are at 51 percent, and I

         10  think this is an issue that needs the utmost

         11  attention, considering the amount of development we

         12  are proposing in this City with the Jets Stadium,

         13  the Brooklyn Mets with the five-year capital

         14  education plan coming up, and our overall City

         15  capital budget.

         16                 These are areas that certainly

         17  individuals across this entire City are eligible to

         18  seek gainful employment, and we need to have serious

         19  discussions with the Administration and Labor with

         20  regard to these issues.

         21                 I would like to also call to the

         22  attention of my colleagues an introduction that I'm

         23  introducing today, Intro. No. 312, which calls on

         24  the Administration to raise the amount of dollars

         25  before the City marshals can come in and tow one
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          2  car.

          3                 This is a measure that I introduced

          4  in the previous session when we raised parking fines

          5  on individuals. We didn't raise the threshold before

          6  City marshals can come in and take people's cars and

          7  I think this legislation is long overdue, and I look

          8  forward to the appropriate committee of the Council

          9  to look into this legislation.

         10                 I also would like to ask the support

         11  of my colleagues on Reso 264. A resolution that I

         12  worked on with my colleague Council Member Addabbo.

         13                 Resolution 264 calls upon the

         14  Administration to implement the cost of living

         15  adjustments for all workers in senior center

         16  employees.

         17                 Senior center employees are not

         18  represented by any labor union, and they're

         19  completely out of the collection bargaining process.

         20                 There was an unspoken agreement that

         21  every time DC 37 got a contract --

         22                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         23  member, time.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: That these

         25  individuals receive an increase of wealth.
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          2                 Thank you, Madam Advocate.

          3                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you.

          4                 Seeing nobody else, the meeting is

          5  adjourned.

          6                 (Hearing concluded at 3:10 p.m.)
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