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          2                 CHAIRPERSON FELDER: Okay, we have two

          3  items on the agenda.  The first item on the agenda

          4  that we are going to be dealing with and that we are

          5  going to be voting on is Queens Community Board 9,

          6  Item 20045204SCQ, pursuant to Section 1731 of the

          7  New York City School Construction Authority Act,

          8  notice has been filed for the proposed site

          9  selection of Block 8975 Lot 1 and any other property

         10  in the immediate vicinity which may be necessary for

         11  the proposed project located in the Borough of

         12  Queens, to be used to construct a 400-seat Early

         13  Childhood Center serving students of Community

         14  School District Number 27, Instruction Revision

         15  Number 5.

         16                 The proposed site is located at the

         17  southwest corner of 89th Avenue and 96th Street and

         18  is an approximately 38,000 square foot rectangular

         19  portion of the grounds formerly occupied by Saint

         20  Anthony's Hospital TS262Q.

         21                 Where's Mike?  Okay, we miss him. Let

         22  the record note that we miss Mike.

         23                 We are going to call up a panel,

         24  Gregory Shaw from the New York City School

         25  Construction Authority, Vahak Khajekian, is that
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          2  correct?

          3                 MR. KHAJEKIAN: Yes.

          4                 CHAIRPERSON FELDER: Thank you. And,

          5  Kenrick On. Okay, we are ready.  Whichever one of

          6  you wants to speak first, you can decide.

          7                 When the light is off, it means it's

          8  on.  That's how the Council works.  Identify

          9  yourself for the record.

         10                 MR. SHAW: Thank you Chairman Felder.

         11  Thanks for having us this day.  My name is Gregory

         12  Shaw.  I'm the principal attorney for the New York

         13  City School Construction Authority and today I would

         14  like to make an application to the Subcommittee and

         15  indicate that as of yesterday a request or

         16  submission of the site plan for this school was

         17  submitted to the Mayor and Council in pursuant to

         18  Public Authorities Law Section 1731. And, so this

         19  day we are requesting your approval of the site plan

         20  or your recommendation to the full Council for

         21  approval of the site plan.              So, I thank

         22  you for the opportunity to speak to you today and

         23  just to discuss, the site plan encompasses

         24  approximately, as you indicated in your preliminary

         25  remarks, 38,000 square feet of vacant property, a

                                                            5

          1  LANDMARKS, SITING And MARITIME USES

          2  portion of Lot one (1), which is part of Block 8975

          3  in the Woodhaven Section of Queens.   A portion of

          4  Lot one (1), is contiguous with a privately held

          5  property, which is currently under development by a

          6  developer which intends to build private residences

          7  of approximately 68 residential homes.

          8                 It is our intention to build a 400

          9  seat Early Childhood Center School for the

         10  Department of Education and so today we are

         11  requesting your approval of the site plan.  Thank

         12  you.

         13                 At this particular point I would like

         14  to introduce Vahak Khajekian representing the

         15  Department of Education.

         16                 MR. KHAJEKIAN:  I'm Vahak Khajekian,

         17  I am Manager for Real Estate Acquisitions at

         18  Department of Education/School Construction

         19  Authority as the Divisional School Facilities and

         20  DSCA have recently merged.

         21                 As was stated before, we are here to

         22  seek your approval of the site selection of a

         23  proposed school site for a new 400 seat Early

         24  Childhood Center, that is PS262 in Woodhaven,

         25  Queens.  This part of Queens and the northern part
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          2  of the community School District 27, was identified

          3  as an area of need since the beginning of 2004

          4  Capital Plan Cycle.

          5            The Board of Education and the School

          6  Construction Authority have been trying to site a

          7  school in this community. This initially proved

          8  pretty difficult as appropriate school sites in the

          9  area weren't available; however, when this

         10  particular property became available we saw it as an

         11  opportunity to acquire it and site a school there.

         12                 Through the help of the Office of the

         13  Queens Borough President, Helen Marshall, who was

         14  instrumental in bringing us together with the owners

         15  of the property, we engaged in discussions with the

         16  owner and eventually agreed to acquire pursuant to

         17  our site selection process.

         18                 Just in terms of the need for this

         19  facility, this school will help us alleviate a

         20  shortfall of school seats for primary schools at

         21  this part of Queens in Woodhaven.  There are six

         22  schools in the 15- block radius of this site and

         23  they all operate at or above capacity.  I will just

         24  briefly run through them, PS60 at 119 percent

         25  capacity, PS97 at 102 percent capacity, PS66 at 98
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          2  percent capacity, PS62 at 100 percent capacity, PS64

          3  at 141 percent capacity and PS90 at 111 percent

          4  capacity.  All of these translates into a shortfall

          5  of about 490 seats, which this proposed school will

          6  help meet that need.

          7                 The proposed new Early Childhood

          8  Center would contain a total of approximately 42,000

          9  square feet.  Building will consist of classrooms,

         10  special education facilities, administrative spaces,

         11  student cafeteria/multi- purpose room, a library and

         12  kitchen.  The remainder of the school site would be

         13  improved with landscaping and playground areas

         14  appropriate for young children.

         15                 The Department of Education believes

         16  that this is an appropriate site for an Early

         17  Childhood Center, in terms of its location to meet

         18  our capacity needs, its attractive residential

         19  context and sufficient size.  We believe, we can't

         20  say this very often, that this is perhaps as close

         21  as we can come to an ideal school site.  We

         22  respectfully request the City Council's approval of

         23  the Site Selection Application.  Thank you.

         24                 CHAIRPERSON FELDER: Is there anyone

         25  else who is going to testify?
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          2                 MR. SHAW: This concludes our

          3  presentation, we are open to questions.

          4                 CHAIRPERSON FELDER: Okay.  Just one

          5  moment please. Councilman Barron.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Do you know, I

          7  would like to know how do you determine your sites.

          8  We have been trying to get something like this in

          9  East New York and communities that I think are even

         10  more needier, and I notice you run down the numbers.

         11    I can give you some horrific numbers of over

         12  crowdedness.  How do you determine this?  This

         13  community is not nearly as needed and I can prove it

         14  to you as communities in Brownsville, and we've got

         15  plenty of land in East New York.

         16                 I want to know how Queens and my

         17  other colleagues, they get these things and when it

         18  comes to East New York, you tell us that we are a

         19  district that is under utilized but overcrowded. We

         20  get a lot double talk, but other districts in other

         21  areas, to be honest with you, that are predominately

         22  white, I don't know the complexion and composition

         23  of that area, but in the areas where they are

         24  predominately white children being served, and I

         25  don't know that that's the case in this area. I hope
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          2  it's based on need and not on race.  But, we have

          3  been having a very difficult time getting schools in

          4  Black and Latino neighborhoods that are suffering

          5  from severe over-crowdedness, or getting something

          6  as wonderful as this.  And, I just want to know how

          7  do you determine the need?

          8                 MR. KHAJEKIAN: Unfortunately, that is

          9  not something that I will be able to address.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Oh, okay.

         11                 MR. KHAJEKIAN: My responsibility is

         12  to site the schools when a decision is made through

         13  the capital planning process through the adoption of

         14  the capital plan that we need an area or two

         15  schools, or three, whatever it might be.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Well, let me

         17  ask you this. Do you know the demographics, like the

         18  racial demographics of the area, do you know that,

         19  like you did the one hundred --

         20                 MR. KHAJEKIAN: Off the top of my head

         21  no, but I could say that District 27 is a very mixed

         22  community.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Very mixed?

         24                 MR. KHAJEKIAN: Yes.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Interesting.
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          2                 MR. KHAJEKIAN: I can speak about the

          3  process by which we go and look for sites, but I

          4  can't speak about the process as to how the decision

          5  is made to fund a school in a certain community or

          6  community district.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: How many other

          8  sites do you know of?

          9                 MR. KHAJEKIAN: In terms of?

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: That this kind

         11  of construction might take place.  Do you know of

         12  any others?

         13                 MR. KHAJEKIAN: City- wide?

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: City- wide.

         15                 MR. KHAJEKIAN: I have been primarily

         16  responsible for siting schools in Queens --

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: In Queens.

         18  And, are there any others in Queens?

         19                 MR. KHAJEKIAN: And, we sited quite a

         20  few schools in the borough, as was established --

         21  and it was -- as I said the decision to site the

         22  schools is made through the capital planning process

         23  and through the adoption of the Department of

         24  Education's Capital Plan.  It is perhaps in that

         25  process that decisions are made, or one could exert
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          2  influence as to what community needs schools and

          3  how, whether it should be funded or not.  That's a

          4  way you can address it.

          5                 MR. SHAW: If I may respond to Council

          6  Member Barron.  My name is Greg Shaw.  I think going

          7  forward.  Given the amendment of the legislation,

          8  which deals with the Capital Facilities Plan, and

          9  the fact that the proposed plan that is now being

         10  talked about, which is $13 billion dollars and has

         11  to be submitted to the City Council, I think that

         12  would be the appropriate venue for the Council

         13  Member to weigh in and to see what allocations are

         14  made verses his district, his borough, whatever.

         15  Right now for us, at the staff level, there is

         16  nothing we can add to that.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Right.  I just

         18  was trying to get as much information from you,

         19  because I am definitely going to do that.  Usually

         20  when Mayor Bloomberg has these kinds of capital

         21  plans and Joe Klein -- it doesn't mean -- it is

         22  usually not good news for the Black and Latino

         23  communities.  And, I just want to make sure any

         24  information you had that I could use when I get on

         25  that level, it would be helpful, so, I know some of
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          2  the technical stuff, as well as the broader

          3  questions

          4                 I know this is not a question for

          5  you.  I just wanted to get some information, as much

          6  information as I can --

          7                 MR. SHAW: Sure.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: -- And the

          9  knowledge that you have of the process.

         10                 MR. SHAW: Absolutely.  But, we are on

         11  the execution end.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: I understand.

         13                 MR. SHAW: We get the direction and we

         14  execute on it.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: I understand.

         16  Thank you very much, Mr. Chair.

         17                 CHAIRPERSON FELDER: I just want to

         18  take exception with the last thing that my colleague

         19  said about Mayor Bloomberg. I know that he has his

         20  own mayoral aspirations but, you can't -- I'm not

         21  going to allow that to take part in my Committee.

         22  And, I want it -- yes absolutely, you know --

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: I take it --

         24                 CHAIRPERSON FELDER: -- I'm not done

         25  yet.  I'm not done yet.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: All right.

          3                                CHAIRPERSON FELDER:

          4  I'm not done yet.  First of all I gave you a plug,

          5  you should be thanking me.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: I'll determine

          7  when the plug is good or bad.

          8                 CHAIRPERSON FELDER: Okay.  Second, I

          9  would request that perhaps, even though I heard what

         10  you said to Councilman Barron about the future plans

         11  and everything else, I think that the Committee,

         12  especially since we are going to have a lot of

         13  sitings to do, somebody must have the statistics

         14  that you gave for example in the areas in Queens,

         15  with the overcrowding, whatever else.  So, if we can

         16  get, I'm formally requesting the same information

         17  throughout the City, so that Councilman Barron and

         18  myself and anybody else can have a chance to review

         19  what the needs are actually in the area and then

         20  when sitings come up, we can make a decision, or at

         21  least try to make a decision whether the sitings

         22  that are taking place are actually fair or being

         23  done indiscriminately or discriminately in certain

         24  neighborhoods.

         25                 Councilman Barron.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Yes, but I

          3  just resent you saying that I'm trying to get a plug

          4  for mayor.  These are the questions I raised when I

          5  was running for Mayor or not.  I don't think the

          6  Administration equitably distributes goods and

          7  services to Black and Latino  communities whether

          8  school constructions.  I have been consistent on

          9  that for 30 years of my life.  I just didn't start

         10  doing this when I decided to run for Mayor.  Thanks

         11  for the plug but you are a little off on this one.

         12                 CHAIRPERSON FELDER: Okay.  I

         13  apologize for that remark and still take exception

         14  to what you said.

         15                 Councilman Comrie.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: I don't want

         17  to get in the middle of that discussion.  But, I

         18  wanted to say that Queens is seriously underserved

         19  in seats.  I know that from the fact that even with

         20  the new construction projected and its construction

         21  that is projected in the Mayoral plan, we would

         22  still be short 5,000 seats at minimal at the end of

         23  the next capital plan.

         24                 So, I would hope that while we might

         25  argue over some certain specifics, Queens is wholly
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          2  underserved.  Our population is burgeoning.  We are

          3  almost the largest borough.  We had the largest

          4  increase in population in the last census and with

          5  our homes being overdeveloped in many areas, we are

          6  desperately in need of more school construction.

          7                 So, unless there- if the Councilman

          8  Gallagher did approve this site, I am sure that we

          9  need every school site that has been approved and

         10  even some of the sites that were taken off the

         11  capital plan in the proposed plan.  We need to make

         12  sure that those sites are still purchased so that we

         13  can get them back.  In Queens, especially, we don't

         14  have many large spaces left to even site a school

         15  because of the overdevelopment and the redevelopment

         16  of property.

         17                 So, we need to hold on to the sites

         18  that we do have to make sure that we can, once we

         19  work out all of the logistics within the City, to

         20  make sure that we can site our schools and put

         21  children in schools and reduce the class size that

         22  we have in Queens that is over crowded.

         23                 So, I am in favor of this site.  I

         24  would also implore school construction authorities

         25  to make sure that all of the sites that have been
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          2  identified in the last capital budget, of which

          3  there were at least five that are not in this

          4  present capital proposed budget, are purchased so

          5  that we can work out siting them as soon as possible

          6  because we are losing the ability to even site

          7  schools in Queens because of the lack of large

          8  vacant space.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Mr. Chairman.

         10                 CHAIRPERSON FELDER: Council Member

         11  Koppell.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Are we having

         13  further testimony on this matter?

         14                 CHAIRPERSON FELDER: No.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Okay.  I know

         16  and with gratitude, I know that you have instituted

         17  with respect to the landmarking the procedure of

         18  showing us prior proceedings and the position of

         19  Council Members and Community Boards and such.  In

         20  this, I gather the local Councilman being Mr.

         21  Gallagher, supports this.

         22                 MR. SHAW: Yes.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Is the

         24  Community Board approved this?  Maybe I didn't read

         25  that.
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          2                 MR. SHAW: Yes, it's part of --

          3  Council Member Koppell.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Yes.

          5                 MR. SHAW:  Council Member Koppell, my

          6  name is Greg Shaw.  Both the Community Board and the

          7  local School Board held hearings and were in support

          8  of this site.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Okay. That's

         10  good.  I'm glad to hear that.

         11                 MR. SHAW: It's part of your package.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Okay.  I

         13  didn't have a chance to review the package before

         14  the meeting.

         15                 MR. SHAW: Sure.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: I just wanted

         17  to be assured of that and that's fine and I am happy

         18  to support this.  I know Queens is underserved.  I

         19  recognize what my colleague, Council Member Comrie

         20  has said, since both Brooklyn and Queens has spoken

         21  up for them, their priorities, let me not to be

         22  found wanting in that regard and simply say that

         23  there are many areas of the Bronx, particularly the

         24  North Bronx that has had a large influx of

         25  population and there is great need.

                                                            18

          1  LANDMARKS, SITING And MARITIME USES

          2                 A number of projects in the Bronx

          3  were cancelled in favor of Queens, by the last

          4  Administration, not the Bloomberg Administration,

          5  Mr. Barron, if you might know.  I was saying that

          6  Queens got favored whether unduly or not, we'll not

          7  say, but Queens got favored by the last

          8  Administration, when the Giuliani Administration

          9  cancelled a number of projects in the Bronx and

         10  Brooklyn, in favor of Queens.  While I know Queens

         11  has a big problem, we also have a problem in the

         12  Bronx and I'm sure in Brooklyn.

         13                 I think we do need to look at the new

         14  five- year Capital Plan in terms of assuring equity

         15  for everyone.  That being said, Queens is very needy

         16  and I am happy to support this project.

         17                 CHAIRPERSON FELDER: Thank you very

         18  much, and since no one spoke on behalf of Manhattan

         19  and Staten Island I am speaking on behalf of

         20  Manhattan and Staten Island saying that there is a

         21  great need there as well.  And that we are going to

         22  make sure that there is equity throughout the

         23  process.

         24                 We would like to take a vote.  I

         25  recommend a yes vote on this.  Thanks for telling
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          2  me.

          3                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: Chair Felder

          4                 CHAIRPERSON FELDER: Yes

          5                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: Council Member

          6  Barron

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: May I be

          8  excused to explain my vote?  Thank you. I'll see

          9  that as a yes.

         10                 CHAIRPERSON FELDER: I didn't say yes.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: I'll take it

         12  if you don't give it to me.

         13                 CHAIRPERSON FELDER: Oh, of course.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Well, thank

         15  you.  Once again for me it's not even a borough

         16  thing, Mr. Chair, it's a race thing. And, even in

         17  some areas in Queens a lot of the areas even in

         18  Queens it doesn't get to the Black and Latino

         19  community.  So, just wanted to clarify that.  It's

         20  not just a borough competition, but it's for me,

         21  race and class and the needier neighborhoods of

         22  color, we're not getting new schools.  And, with

         23  that, because I do think all children need a decent

         24  facility to learn in, I vote Aye.  Thank you.

         25                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: Council Member
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          2  Comrie.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: I will also

          4  vote Aye.  And, I will echo Charles to degree that

          5  we are underserved in Queens and it's a numerical

          6  underserving.  It's not any our population warrants

          7  the building of new schools.  Our population in

          8  Queens has long warranted the building of new

          9  schools and we will be underserved in this capital

         10  plan and we have to do whatever we need to do to

         11  highlight that fact.

         12                 It's a numbers thing.  It's not

         13  politically motivated but our capital needs, our

         14  population needs and our expansion of our borough

         15  warrants the fact that we need more schools and

         16  that's a numbers piece.  Nobody can dispute what the

         17  numbers are.

         18                 We already in Queens are over 130

         19  percent capacity in three different districts and we

         20  need to get that resolved. That has to be addressed

         21  by whoever the Administration is and by anyone that

         22  is looking at this would also mind, and especially

         23  in minority communities.  The fact that we have

         24  over- crowded schools only contributes to the fact

         25  that we are lacking in not just physical space but
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          2  the ability to give those children the extra

          3  opportunities they need to catch up.  So, with that

          4  I vote Aye.

          5                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: Council Member

          6  Koppell.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Aye.

          8                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE:  The vote

          9  stands at four in the affirmative, none in the

         10  negative and will remain open.

         11                 CHAIRPERSON FELDER: I just want to

         12  make sure that I made a request that the entire

         13  Committee get the statistics that Mr. Khajekian had

         14  provided in Queens.  I'm not asking you, I'm asking

         15  Mr. Shaw from the School Construction Authority,

         16  because he is representing Queens and since you are

         17  the lawyer for the Construction Authority, we can

         18  put it in your lap. You're here. Unfortunately you

         19  got stuck with it.

         20                 MR. SHAW: That's fine.

         21                 CHAIRPERSON FELDER: I want you to go

         22  back to whoever you have to go back to and tell them

         23  that the miserable Council Members were in a mood

         24  this morning and we want statistics for the entire

         25  City, the type of statistics that he furnished, that
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          2  will allow us to see very clearly what's going on.

          3  And, this way before the next siting comes up, this

          4  way we're saying so well in advance I hope, so that

          5  we have an opportunity to look at it.  And, I think

          6  it's readily available without even working there.

          7  I think it's something you have so that the issues,

          8  whether it's in a minority neighborhood or otherwise

          9  if it sells and it's unconscionable wherever it is.

         10  Wherever the numbers are the money should be

         11  allocated wherever the greatest need is.  We would

         12  like information that would help us make the

         13  decision.

         14                 MR. SHAW: I'll be happy to provide

         15  you with any information that you need and more

         16  importantly the information that you are requesting

         17  right now.  I've been advised by my associate, who

         18  is the Manager in the Real Estate, that there is a

         19  particular website and we are going to pass that

         20  information onto your staff.

         21                 CHAIRPERSON FELDER: Right.  I don't

         22  care about the website.  I don't care about the

         23  website, I don't care about  --

         24                 MR. SHAW: The website contains the

         25  information.
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          2                 CHAIRPERSON FELDER: You and I are

          3  best friends.  I want -- If you are telling me that

          4  whatever I find on the website I can bring to the

          5  next hearing and that somebody is not going to say

          6  to me that there's slightly different numbers, I

          7  don't have a problem with that.  If that's what

          8  you're telling me.  Because that's what we are going

          9  to do and when we come to the next siting, we're

         10  going to use those numbers.  And, I don't want to

         11  get into a discussion about whether they are

         12  accurate, they were from three years ago or they are

         13  not exactly the way they are, they are overlapping

         14  districts.  So, whatever you want, that's what we'll

         15  do.

         16                 MR. SHAW: I will confirm and check to

         17  see what information is there.

         18                 CHAIRPERSON FELDER: If you can

         19  forward that to the Land Use Staff --

         20                 MR. SHAW: Yes.

         21                 CHAIRPERSON FELDER: -- And they will

         22  distribute it to the Committee members.  We really

         23  appreciate it.  And, it was an honor having you all

         24  here today.

         25                 MR. SHAW: Thank you very much.
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          2                 MR. KHAJEKIAN: Thank you sir.

          3                 CHAIRPERSON FELDER: Is Manhattan

          4  Community Boards 2 and 4, 20045210HKM, designation

          5  List No. 349, LP- 2132 by the Landmarks Preservation

          6  Commission pursuant to Section 3020 of the New York

          7  City Charter of the Gansevoort Market Historic

          8  District located generally between West 15th Street,

          9  Hudson Street, Horatio Street and West Street.  Do I

         10  have to read this into the record?

         11                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: No.

         12                 CHAIRPERSON FELDER: Okay.  The

         13  hearing was closed. We had heard testimony last time

         14  from them.  But, before we start this hearing I just

         15  want to make sure for the record, I am asking

         16  Councilman Koppell to mention something he raised,

         17  so that we bring it up next time or the following

         18  time.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL:  It's come to

         20  my attention, I pleased the Landmark Commission

         21  representatives are here, that the Commission is

         22  considering levying of fees with respect to the

         23  application for Landmark status.  There was

         24  discussion of this in the past year in connection

         25  with provision of revenues to the City generally,
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          2  and provision of revenues to Landmark Commission.

          3  This is a matter of considerable importance, not

          4  only with respect to equity to the Landmark

          5  applicants to those who may be subject to the

          6  Landmark Commission Law and therefore apply to the

          7  Landmark Commission for permission to make changes

          8  to their property.

          9                 But, it is also important with

         10  respect to the position of people with respect to

         11  landmarking.  That is, there are certain people who

         12  may be opposed to landmarking because once their

         13  property is landmarked they'll have to pay fees in

         14  order to do anything.  And, they already have fees

         15  to pay the Building Department and so on.

         16                 So the amount of those fees is of

         17  considerable public importance.  And, may in fact

         18  impact the entire public attitude toward

         19  landmarking.  This is true in my district right now

         20  where fees have been raised as an objection to a

         21  landmark proposal.

         22                 I would ask, Mr. Chairman, that

         23  before the Landmark Commission and the

         24  Administration impose a schedule of fees that this

         25  Committee hold a hearing on this subject and that
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          2  the Council be involved in the ultimate resolution

          3  of what fees should be charged.  These are fees that

          4  are not necessarily de minimis that are being

          5  considered.  They may amount to many thousands of

          6  dollars in the case of larger projects.

          7                 Before we impose that burden I think

          8  it's important for us to review both small and large

          9  fees that are proposed to be introduced.  I don't

         10  know what the timetable is, I don't know what the

         11  exact legality is, whether we have any formal role

         12  or not. But, weather we have a formal role or not I

         13  think that we should get involved in this debate or

         14  in this issue.

         15                 CHAIRPERSON FELDER: Thank you Council

         16  Member Koppell.  I just spoke to our Counsel here,

         17  Gail Benjamin and Chris Townsend, they said that

         18  they are going to try organize with the staff an

         19  Oversight Hearing regarding the issue that you just

         20  raised.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Hopefully, we

         22  would ask the Landmark Commission not to impose the

         23  fees until after we have had an opportunity to

         24  review what they propose, so we could weigh in.    I

         25  might remark in this regard Mr. Chairman, that I sat
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          2  at this very table less than a year ago when fees

          3  for renting or permission for sidewalk cafes was

          4  raised by the Consumer Affairs Committee and was

          5  assured when I said that those fees were too large.

          6   "Oh, Councilman, you are excessively worried.

          7  Everybody thinks it's fine" and then when they

          8  imposed the fees there was a huge bruh-a-ha

          9  (phonetic), the whole City got a black eye, they had

         10  to revise the fee schedules.

         11                 And, if they, frankly speaking,

         12  listened to me a little bit more and others who said

         13  the same thing I did, they wouldn't have had to go

         14  through a very unfortunate and embarrassing

         15  situation.  I don't think the same thing should

         16  happen with landmarking and so I would urge that the

         17  Landmark Commission be requested not to impose fees

         18  until after our hearing and then take into account

         19  whatever we discover.

         20                 CHAIRPERSON FELDER:  Okay Ronda Wist

         21  from the Landmarks Preservation Commission, Council

         22  Member Quinn, in whose district this landmarking is

         23  the subject of, has asked some questions at the last

         24  hearing and thank you for coming this morning. We're

         25  ready whenever you are.
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          2                 MS. WIST: The Landmarks Commission

          3  always intended- this is about five lines -- always

          4  intended to draft guidelines for Gansevoort because

          5  guidelines make sense for the Agency and for owners,

          6  in terms of efficiency and predictability.  The

          7  Commission has been grappling with creating

          8  guidelines for this particular district.

          9                 Each historic district is unique and

         10  imposes different and complex preservation issues.

         11  This is why it usually takes time, sometimes years

         12  for the staff and Commission to determine which

         13  alterations could best be approved by staff.

         14                 In the interim the Commission is

         15  reviewing applications as expeditiously as possible.

         16    In response to the Council Member's request, the

         17  Agency will make creating down to Board guidelines a

         18  priority.  We are going to speed up the process and

         19  have a set of draft guidelines ready for

         20  dissemination in August with the intent of holding a

         21  public hearing in the fall.

         22                 CHAIRPERSON FELDER: Council Member

         23  Quinn.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: Thank you.  I

         25  just wanted to thank the Commission for getting back
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          2  to us on this.  So, we'll have a draft come August,

          3  which give or take is about eight months, which is

          4  what we had talked about at the last hearing and

          5  then there will be a public hearing, you said early

          6  fall?

          7                 MS. WIST: The guidelines will have to

          8  go through CAPA so we will have to publish them

          9  after we disseminate them and I can't commit to a

         10  date but --

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: Okay.  Just so,

         12  because I want to make sure that I understand it.

         13  So, the draft comes out, there is publication 30-

         14  days later, from the appropriate point, there is

         15  hearing and then what is the time frame after the

         16  hearing.

         17                 MS. WIST: After the hearing, after if

         18  there are any modifications or whatever they are

         19  made and then the guidelines have to be published

         20  for 30- days in the City Record and at that point

         21  the guidelines are established.  It goes through the

         22  CAPA process.  It doesn't go through any other

         23  process.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: Great. So that

         25  sounds like we're talking somewhere between 10 to 12
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          2  months to get it all done.

          3                 MS. WIST: Absolutely, yes.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: Well, I

          5  appreciate that because I know at the hearing two-

          6  weeks ago the Commission originally started with

          7  more of a two- year time frame so, I appreciate that

          8  you have been able to cut that in half.

          9                 I think although the guidelines will

         10  certainly not address all of the concerns that were

         11  raised by some property owners, in others I think

         12  that they are important to the integrity of the

         13  district.  I think they are a fair thing to be

         14  developed for property- owners and preservationists

         15  to know exactly what is intended to be developed

         16  further in the district.  I hope that it will be

         17  something that will be beneficial, particularly to

         18  property- owners.

         19                 I appreciate the Commission listening

         20  to the Committee and speeding up that process and I

         21  think that it will be good for all involved in the

         22  district.  Thank you.

         23                 MS. WIST: Thank you.

         24                 CHAIRPERSON FELDER: Councilman

         25  Barron.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Thank you, Mr.

          3  Chair.  I just wanted to let you know that we did

          4  get some information.  Someone was kind enough to

          5  give us a very good book called the Maritime Mile, a

          6  story of the Greenwich Village Waterfront.  In it,

          7  it does include some history around Gansevoort

          8  Market where an African by the name of Simon Congo

          9  was actually given some land in that area so that he

         10  could serve as a buffer from the Native Americans

         11  who were attacking.  I think that should be put in

         12  as part of the history.  So, I will be glad to share

         13  this with you so to be part of the landmarking.

         14  And, they weren't being generous to him, they just

         15  knew that he could be used as a buffer to ward off

         16  some of the Native American attacks.  And, then the

         17  Longshoremen history, where the Irish are really

         18  battled with the Africans, the enslaved Africans at

         19  that time to make sure that their labor wasn't used

         20  and it was bloody and deadly.  So, I think that

         21  should be a part of the history and I will be glad

         22  to share that with you.

         23                 MS. WIST: Thank you.  And also, we

         24  have prepared for you and Council Member Perkins,

         25  copies of our bibliography and we are putting
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          2  together the pieces of the social history, which is

          3  taking a little bit longer than we had expected.

          4  But, we will get that to you shortly.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON:  So it really

          6  is a fascinating story of the people of that area to

          7  go along with the architectural history and I think

          8  you'll find it fascinating and I just hope that that

          9  can be included.  Thank you, Mr. Chair.

         10                 CHAIRPERSON FELDER: Any other

         11  questions?  Okay, we're going to take this to vote.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: I am not a

         13  Committee Member but I just would appreciate the

         14  Chair's deference if I could just make a statement

         15  before the Committee votes.  Thank you.

         16                 I just want to thank the Committee

         17  and the staff to the Landmarks Committee for their

         18  help and support in moving the Gansevoort district

         19  forward.  I hope that the members of the

         20  Subcommittee and the Folk Committee will be able to

         21  support and vote in favor of the district in its

         22  entirety without making any changes.

         23                 This is a very unique part of New

         24  York City, the Meat Market and I think one of the

         25  speakers said two weeks ago, if you got driven to
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          2  the Meat Market in a car and got dropped off and

          3  were blindfolded and took the blindfold off, you

          4  would know where you were immediately.  There really

          5  is no other place in New York City that is like the

          6  Meat Market.

          7                 This push to landmark and create this

          8  district is one that has had more support than any

          9  other landmarking district really I have ever seen

         10  and the amount of community support for this from a

         11  diverse array of residents, business owners,

         12  property owners is really amazing and I think a

         13  great example of how when people organize they can

         14  effect a great response from Government.

         15                 But, more importantly, I think the

         16  diversity and depth of support speaks to how

         17  important this neighborhood is to the westside and

         18  how important it is to the City literally as a

         19  business engine, but also as an important piece of

         20  history about the evolution of New York City and

         21  what New York City was once more of than it is now.

         22                 And, I think by creating this

         23  district we are going to take an important step

         24  towards preserving the westside and also preserving

         25  part of the manufacturing and industrial history of
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          2  New York City, as well as preserving some buildings

          3  that you really don't see anywhere else in the City.

          4                 So, I want to thank in advance the

          5  Committee for what I hope is there support and thank

          6  the staff for all of their work on this because they

          7  have showed up at many neighborhood meetings, had

          8  many meetings with community groups and really gone

          9  above and beyond in helping this into the interest

         10  of preservation in some westside residents.

         11                 Thank you.

         12                 CHAIRPERSON FELDER: I want to echo

         13  your comments about the staff and I'm not going to

         14  repeat them.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: And I should

         16  have -- I just was remiss in not thanking the

         17  Subcommittee Chair, who in particular schlepped

         18  around at the Meat Market last winter in the cold

         19  and muck to get an accurate picture of what it was

         20  like in the very early morning, so you could see the

         21  workers actually, you know, working.

         22                 CHAIRPERSON FELDER: Well, I want to

         23  thank you --

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: Well, I want to

         25  thank you very much for taking all the time.
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          2                 CHAIRPERSON FELDER: Well, I want to

          3  thank you and I agree entirely, with what you said.

          4                 In terms of the vote today, I just

          5  want to make a brief comment, saying that I like to

          6  think of myself as somebody who tries to do the

          7  right thing and obviously on a regular basis makes

          8  mistakes. Like the one this morning, not in taking

          9  exception to your remarks, Councilman Barron, but

         10  rather what I said with it. And, I think that life

         11  is very complex and in trying to do the right think

         12  I think sometimes I find myself doing what I think

         13  is the right thing and is actually wrong and vice

         14  versa.

         15                 So, when it comes to difficult

         16  decisions, I think the difficult decision is always

         17  going to be people that are happy and people that

         18  are unhappy.  It just doesn't work any other way. In

         19  this process I think there have been ups and downs.

         20  I tried my best to listen to everybody. I tried to

         21  listen to everybody and tried to get to the bottom

         22  of this issue.  But, in the end I think that when a

         23  historic district such as this, which we are about

         24  to embark on landmarking, I think that there's no

         25  way around doing it without in some way, some people
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          2  not being satisfied.

          3                 Although I hope, that in the long

          4  run, I've spoken to Council Member Quinn and she has

          5  given me assurances that she and her staff and

          6  people in the community are going to try to work

          7  with property owners throughout the district to try

          8  to in some way help them with the rights that they

          9  are remaining with, to be able to do good things

         10  with that that will make it, at least in their

         11  minds, make lemonade out of lemon.

         12                 So, it is with that in mind that I am

         13  asking my colleagues to vote yes on the district as

         14  it exists and I think that we have a rare

         15  opportunity -- I think Roger Lang (phonetic), who is

         16  not here, but please tell him I mentioned his name,

         17  last time in his testimony said that in fact this

         18  district is different than most of the other

         19  districts that have been landmarked and that sort of

         20  rang in my head.  Not that any of the other

         21  arguments, all of you who waited around to testify,

         22  I appreciated that you waited to testify.  All your

         23  testimony was important.  So, I think that was

         24  particularly helpful in trying to clarify what's

         25  going on here. So, I would suggest a yes vote on
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          2  this district.  Can we take a vote?

          3                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: Chair Felder

          4                 CHAIRPERSON FELDER: Yes.

          5                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: Council Member

          6  Perkins.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: May I take a

          8  moment to explain my vote, Mr. Chair.

          9                 CHAIRPERSON FELDER: Yes.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: First, I want

         11  to extend my deepest appreciation to you and

         12  leadership that you provided us during the course of

         13  this investigation and during the course of this

         14  effort to understand the difficulties of

         15  landmarking, particularly in this case, but in your

         16  courage of raising the questions and the concerns

         17  that for some might seem trivial or irrelevant or

         18  maybe even naive for Chair, but nevertheless, for

         19  many of us are very helpful.  And I know that you

         20  don't take your job lightly, though you are funny

         21  about it.

         22                 So, I really appreciate that, and I

         23  think it's a reflection of your type of leadership

         24  that is very, very important when you are Chairing a

         25  Committee of this type.
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          2                 Christine had an opportunity to

          3  schlep around the neighborhood recently,

          4  particularly in the area where there was some

          5  controversy.  I must say that I am very sensitive to

          6  the common concerns that the Chair was pursuing.

          7                 But my experience teaches me that

          8  landmarking is profitable, that it is good.  That it

          9  is not a losing proposition generally speaking, not

         10  simply from the more global interest, but also from

         11  the very particular and let's say self- interest of

         12  property owners.  So, I'm not at all concerned that

         13  there will be a loss, with respect to those owners,

         14  and I must commend them for what they have done up

         15  to now to create some economic activity and bring

         16  even some beauty to that particular area.

         17

         18                 I also want to say to my colleague,

         19  it's rare that I get that many e- mails and letters

         20  and phone calls, okay.  So, I don't know, there is a

         21  community out there that is really alive and you

         22  should be grateful and appreciative of the fact that

         23  they are very much concerned.  So, in the spirit of

         24  Simon Congo, I want to join my Chairman and vote

         25  aye.
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          2                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: Council Member

          3  Barron

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: I vote aye.

          5                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: Council Member

          6  Comrie.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: I want to echo

          8  the words of my colleague supporting our Chairman

          9  for his diligence and his humor and investigating

         10  what was an interesting and unique part of our City

         11  and I surely appreciate the humor and dedication

         12  that our Chairman has to do the job because as we

         13  are dealing with serious issues.  To know that

         14  something will take us back to a reality check on a

         15  regular basis, is very much appreciated.

         16                 This has been a unique designation

         17  and I feel for the property owners that struggled

         18  during the difficult times there and is looking to

         19  continue to have a tradition and pass down tradition

         20  and I would hope that the Landmarks Preservation

         21  Commission will give that due- diligence and give

         22  them the opportunities to continue their family

         23  tradition of maintaining a presence in that

         24  neighborhood in the manner that they would like. And

         25  I would hope that they give them every opportunity
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          2  and maximum flexibility to be a mainstay in the

          3  area. I think that as our Council Member Perkins

          4  said, landmarking is normally a property enhancement

          5  and a value enhancement and I think in this day of

          6  our technology and changing building construction

          7  every day, that all parties can wound up with

          8  satisfactory conclusion once they work diligently

          9  together.  I vote aye.

         10                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: Council Member

         11  Koppell.

         12                 CHAIRPERSON FELDER: There is no need

         13  to mention anything about the Chair.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Well I

         15  thought that, I think that --

         16                 CHAIRPERSON FELDER: If you are going

         17  to mention anything about me, it has to be

         18  lengthily.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: No, it's not

         20  going to be lengthily.

         21                 CHAIRPERSON FELDER: It has to be

         22  lengthily.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Well, I take

         24  issue with those directions, Mr. Chairman.

         25                 CHAIRPERSON FELDER: Sergeant- of-
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          2  Arms take him out.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: No.  I'm

          4  going to mention the Chair but not at length.

          5                 CHAIRPERSON FELDER: All right.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: I think that

          7  it's estimable that you took the time that you did

          8  with respect to this matter and I noticed your

          9  painstaking questioning of all aspects of this

         10  proposal at the hearing that we had a few days ago,

         11  and I appreciate that.  These are difficult issues

         12  and we are facing it and as I mentioned to you and

         13  on my own community, where we have some division of

         14  opinion.

         15                 I happen to agree very firmly with

         16  what Councilman Perkins said with respect to the

         17  value of landmarking, certainly in the long run.

         18                 But, I think it's also important for

         19  the public to know that both this arm of Government,

         20  the Council, and the Landmark Commission itself, are

         21  sensitive and responsive to the needs and concerns

         22  of property owners, although they cannot always do

         23  what property owners want.  I think this is an

         24  indication of that.

         25                 And, I speak to the Landmark
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          2  Commission and say that I hope that in establishing

          3  their guidelines and in working with the property

          4  owners they will be sensitive to the needs of the

          5  private property owners.  Because otherwise, if they

          6  are not, it's not only a question of what will

          7  happen in Ganesvoort, but it is also questionable

          8  what will happen to the landmark process City wide,

          9  or it may even be State-wide.

         10                 So, I'm happy to support this and to

         11  support the kind of inquiry that went into this and

         12  I look forward to continuing to work on these

         13  issues.  As I say, we're going to be dealing with

         14  this in an area closer to home, probably next spring

         15  if things go as intended and as long as it's dealt

         16  with as it has been dealt with here, I know that in

         17  the end the right thing will be done.  I vote aye.

         18                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: The vote stands

         19  five in the affirmative, none in the negative and no

         20  abstentions and it refers to the full Land Use

         21  Committee.

         22            COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Mr. Chairman,

         23  before we adjourn, I just wanted to take an

         24  opportunity to make reference to some remarks made

         25  earlier before the vote by Council Member Koppell as
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          2  it relates to those C's.  I must say that that

          3  matter has come before me as well and with some

          4  urgency.  I want to say that I support what he

          5  wants, hopefully without any prejudice or any

          6  disruption of the process, but it is something that

          7  is ringing out there in the communities and we

          8  should see what we can do to hear it and to make the

          9  appropriate input to resolve some of those concerns.

         10  So, I just wanted to make sure for the record that I

         11  shared that concern.  Thank you.

         12                 (The meeting concluded at 12:15 p.m.)
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