Memorandum of Support

January 22, 2004 

Sponsor: Council Member Hiram Monserrate

Type: Introduction 

Title: To amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to increasing penalties for illegal vendors and food vendors.  

Reason for Support:  Certain areas of New York City are excessively crowded with food and general vendors.  Though some of these merchants are properly licensed with the Departments of Health and Consumer Affairs, many are not.  Moreover, both licensed and unlicensed vendors are operating in violation of certain Health and Consumer Affairs laws and regulations, primarily by vending in illegal locations.    



As a result of these violations, neighborhood citizens have a difficult time navigating their own streets.  They are overwhelmed by the noise and congestion the vendors generate, and they wish for a more orderly community.  It is therefore necessary to increase the fines imposed on vendors operating illegally.  Through this legislation, the Council intends to curtail the improper growth of vendors in certain neighborhoods while protecting those merchants who operate legally.

