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	The Council of the City of New York

Finance Division

Larian Angelo, Director

Fiscal Impact Statement
Intro. No: Pre. 585-A
Committee:
Environmental Protection



	Title: A Local Law to amend the administrative  code of the city of New York, in relation to increasing the penalties for violations of the community right-to-know law.

	Sponsors:
Council Members Gennaro, Avella, Brewer, Comrie, Gerson, Koppell,  Quinn, Sanders, Sears, Weprin, Yassky, Felder and Nelson



	Summary of Legislation: Pursuant to Local Law 28 of 1988 of the Administrative Code of the city of New York, the Commissioner of the Department of Environmental Protection has the authority to monitor the handling and use of certain hazardous substances that may pose a risk to human health and the environment.  Thus, the Commissioner has the authority to impose reporting requirements and conduct inspections of both public and private properties.  Information collected through such processes will be made available to emergency response personnel of city agencies, other relevant government agencies, medical care providers, regulatory agencies, community boards and other interested parties.  This proposed local law would increase the penalties for any person who knowingly or recklessly makes any false statement, representation, or certification on any label, facility inventory form, risk management plan, or any other document filed with the department.  The proposed local law also increases the penalties for failing to file required documents, failing to label hazardous substances or refusing to allow an inspection.



	Effective Date: This local law shall take effect sixty days after its enactment.



	Fiscal Year In Which Full Fiscal Impact Anticipated: Fiscal 2005



	Fiscal Impact Statement:
Effective FY04

FY Succeeding

Effective FY05

Full Fiscal

Impact FY05

Revenues (+)

$37,500

$100,000

$100,000

Expenditures (-)

$0

$0

$0

Net

$37,500

$100,000

$100,000



	Impact on Revenues: This legislation would double the fines for violations of sections 24-713, 24-706, 24-711, 24-718 and sections 24-712.  Fines currently range from $250 per violation to $10,000 per violation and approximately 750 notices of violation (NOV) were issued in Fiscal 2003.  Assuming the number of NOV’s remains close to the levels of previous years, this legislation would yield additional revenues of approximately $37,500 in Fiscal 2004 and $100,000 in Fiscal 2005.  The Fiscal 2004 allocation assumes projected revenues for the remainder of the fiscal year upon the enactment of this legislation (four and a half months).  The Fiscal 2005 allocation assumes projected revenues for an entire fiscal year.  

 

	Impact on Expenditures:  There would be no impact on expenditures resulting from the enactment of this legislation.

 

	Source of Funds To Cover Estimated Costs:
  Not applicable



	Source of Information:
City Council Finance Division, City Office of Management and Budget

	Estimate Prepared By:
Latonia McKinney, Assistant Director

                                                Joshua Wojcik, Legislative Financial Analyst



	FIS History:


To be considered by the Committee on November 25, 2003.


