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INT. 151:
BY:  Council Members Vallone Jr., Brewer, Comrie, Fidler, Gentile, Katz, 

Lopez, Monserrate, Nelson, Quinn, Recchia Jr., Sanders Jr., Seabrook, Stewart and Moskowitz 

TITLE:  
To amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to requiring the police department of the city of New York to submit information to the City Council regarding search warrants.

I. Background

Search warrants play a vital role in removing guns and narcotics from our 

neighborhoods.  Without these warrants, and the information provided by confidential 

informants, the police would be at a severe disadvantage. The New York City Police 

Department (NYPD) executed 12,950 warrants between April 2001 and June 2003, five 

of which the department classified as “wrong-door entries,” instances when the police 

enter an address different from the one listed on a search warrant.  Additionally, 

the NYPD seized contraband 90 percent of the time during the aforementioned dates.

On June 4, 2003, the Committee held a hearing regarding how the New York City 

Police Department obtains and executes search warrants.  The tragic death of 57-year-old 

Ms. Alberta Spruill, who suffered a heart attack and died on May 16, 2003 after twelve 

police officers executed a “no-knock” search warrant at her apartment using a stun 

grenade in a mistaken search for drugs and guns, served as the genesis of the hearing.
  

The police launched an internal investigation into this case, and on May 30, 2003 issued a 

report finding “serious deficiencies in the procedures and practices of the overall warrant 

process.”
  The report orders changes in the use of informants, how warrants are handled 

and how diversionary devices are used.  

At the hearing, the Committee sought assurances from the department that the 

proposed reforms would in fact be implemented, as reforms generated in reaction to 

problematic searches of the past were not followed when searching Ms. Spruill’s home.  

Such changes in search warrant procedure were issued in a 1996 memorandum to the 

Emergency Services Unit, which required, among other things, the permission of a 

captain or above before a stun grenade could be used.  Other changes outlining how 

search warrants should be verified, were also reviewed in a memorandum from the Chief 

of Patrol, dated October 23, 2002, after two raids occurred in southeast Queens. 

In Commissioner Kelly’s testimony and in the department’s May 2003 report, the 

department committed to establishing a centralized database that will track the details of search warrants to quicken investigations and spot troubling patterns. The database was said to cost $24,000, and was to be implemented in June 2003.  It is to include the names of the supervising officer, the judge who issues the warrant, the assistant district attorney 

assigned to the case, whether a confidential informant was used, whether a no-knock 

warrant was issued, and the location, potential dangers and the eventual results of a 

search.
  

II. Intro. 151
As the death of Ms. Spruill was the result of a faulty search, the Council 

seeks to use its oversight powers to monitor the outcome of the searches executed.  Int

151 amends the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to requiring the 

NYPD to submit information to the City Council on the number of search 

warrants 

1. applied for and executed by the department as a whole; 

2. applied for and executed by each patrol precinct; 

3. applied for and executed by each operational bureau performing an 

 enforcement function within the police department; 

4. executed in which persons or property intended to be seized were seized by police during a search; 

5. in which  persons or property intended to be seized were not found at the location where the warrant was executed; 

6. executed at an address that is not the address listed on the search warrant; 

7. executed as “no-knock” searches; 

8. in which a distraction or diversion device was used; 

9. executed using information provided by a confidential informant; 

          10. denied by a judge. 

Additionally, Int 151 mandates that the department provide the Council with 

a report stating the total number of confidential informants maintained within the police 

department’s records and the number decertified by the department as unreliable.

This local law shall take effect 60 days after its enactment.
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