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          1  COMMITTEE ON LAND USE

          2                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ: We can call the

          3  meeting to order. All right, if we can gather

          4  everyone's attention, this will hopefully be an

          5  extremely short meeting. It is at least my deepest

          6  desire.

          7                 The agenda today consists mostly of

          8  two very important rezonings that have been in

          9  discussion quite a bit over the last few weeks and

         10  I'd like to start the agenda with them and all the

         11  other items.

         12                 Council Member McMahon's district. LU

         13  Number 545. C020538 ZMR. All of the rezonings in

         14  Staten Island are, I think 90 percent or 80 percent

         15  in Councilman McMahon's district. They also

         16  encompass partly Councilman Oddo's district, and I

         17  believe some of it, Councilman Lanza. Just for the

         18  record, I assume some of them will put their

         19  comments on the record. Everyone is in favor of

         20  these rezonings. This has been an ongoing battle for

         21  years for Staten Island, and we look forward to the

         22  down-zonings of many of the communities in Staten

         23  Island today.

         24                 LU No. 545. C020538 ZMR. I'm just

         25  going to read through them.
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          2                 LU Number 546. C020420 ZMR.

          3                 LU Number 548. C020285 ZMR.

          4                 LU Number 549. C030001 ZRM.

          5                 LU Number 550. C030022 ZMR.

          6                 LU Number 552. C020636 ZMR.

          7                 LU Number 582. N040087 ZRR.

          8                 All those rezonings are in Staten

          9  Island. All of them are to downzone in order to keep

         10  the neighborhood in the characteristics that it is

         11  now, and that will move forward.

         12                 Next. Zoning text amendment to create

         13  a new special permit in the historic districts, in

         14  M1-5A and M1-5B districts. This is in SoHo, NoHo. It

         15  is LU Number 583. Council Member Gerson's district.

         16  N030489 ZRM, and a special permit to modify use.

         17  C030490 ZSM.

         18                 There are some modifications.  For

         19  the record I'd like to read them. First in the

         20  findings, in the resolution:

         21                 Whereas: The SoHo and NoHo

         22  communities of the City of New York have long been

         23  characterized by their strong association with their

         24  production and exhibition of the arts; and

         25                 Whereas: The encouragement of these
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          2  historic uses in the SoHo and NoHo communities

          3  continue to be a policy of the City of New York; and

          4                 Whereas: The proposed special permit

          5  text could be another tool by which such R related

          6  neighborhood character would be encouraged.

          7                 That is in the record as part of the

          8  resolution.

          9                 There is a further modification on

         10  Use 6A Groups, which is that eating and drinking

         11  establishments of any size as set forth in Use

         12  Groups 6A and 12A are not permitted.

         13                 Normally they would be permitted in

         14  these use groups, eating and drinking establishments

         15  will not be permitted on these vacant lots.

         16                 It is also anticipated that the

         17  development would include a zoning lot merger. This

         18  will not take place. The result will be a smaller

         19  building by about 7,500 feet. There are some

         20  technical amendments and modifications to the

         21  application that have been done and produced to show

         22  that agreement.

         23                 LU Number 587. C030308 PPK.

         24                 LU Number 588 -- I'm sorry, that's a

         25  disposition in Council Member Boyland and Stewart's
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          2  district.

          3                 LU Number 588. C030011 MMK. Council

          4  Member Barron's district, a CityMap amendment.

          5                 There is also two UDAAPs, LU Number

          6  520 and LU Number 521.

          7                 Before I open up for comments or

          8  questions, I would like to first acknowledge on two

          9  issues. The first one is Staten Island rezoning. The

         10  Council members whose district this affects, and

         11  also the entire Council Members from Staten Island

         12  have worked endlessly on this issue. I want to just

         13  congratulate them on the hard work they did for

         14  their constituents. Because it's obviously shown, if

         15  it were not for their diligence, this day would

         16  never have happened for Staten Island. So, they

         17  should be commended, as should the Land Use staff,

         18  and also the Subcommittee Chair, who heard all of

         19  the testimony regarding this and there was quite a

         20  bit.

         21                 Also, on the rezoning in SoHo, NoHo,

         22  there is a lot of discussions over the last few

         23  weeks on this. The Council member, whose district it

         24  is, was also diligent in making sure that this was

         25  done for his community. I would like to, in
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          2  particular, though, on this issue, thank the Land

          3  Use staff, Christine, Gale, everybody, Carol and

          4  everybody who was involved with this. This was a

          5  very difficult and technical issue and we thank all

          6  of them for their hard work as well.

          7                 I open it up for discussion,

          8  questions or comments.

          9                 Councilman McMahon, go ahead.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Thank you for

         11  those kind comments, Madam Chairwoman. And you're

         12  absolutely right. These down-zoning efforts for

         13  Staten Island are a great day for Staten Island, and

         14  you properly thanked the people who should be

         15  thanked, but I would also like to mention our

         16  Borough President, and the City Planning Commission,

         17  who worked very hard to expedite this, and actually

         18  the Mayor himself who put pressure to get this done.

         19                 It's critical, because as we sit here

         20  right now, and have to wait until tomorrow for the

         21  Council's full vote, on Staten Island they are still

         22  pouring foundations and trying to beat the clock on

         23  what we're trying to do here.

         24                 We talked at the hearing yesterday

         25  that we as a Council have to find a way to observe
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          2  better control in these situations, when these

          3  applications are pending, and once the matter is

          4  certified, and Council Member Lanza will speak to

          5  this because he has a bill pending on this, we have

          6  to find a way to impose a moratorium, so the type of

          7  situation that is happening on Staten Island doesn't

          8  happen again.

          9                 This is not only a vote for

         10  downzoning, this is a vote for the future of the

         11  communities on Staten Island, because it allows us

         12  to retain some sort of character in our neighborhood

         13  that we've come to know and enjoy and also will

         14  encourage renovation and rehabilitation of old

         15  existing structures, I believe to make affordable

         16  housing a reality, in contrary distinction to what

         17  was testified here yesterday on behalf of the

         18  builders, I've said in the past, and what they've

         19  said about affordable housing is quite frankly

         20  poppycock. They care as little about affordable

         21  housing as I do about the rights and interests of

         22  the building industry.

         23                 Having said that, I urge all of my

         24  colleagues to vote yes, and as I did yesterday, I

         25  very proudly and very thankfully vote yes on all
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          2  matters on the agenda today. Thank you.

          3                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ: Council Member

          4  Lanza, just for the record, the Council members need

          5  to go to coincidently a task force on

          6  over-development in Staten Island, so we'll

          7  certainly allow them to vote.

          8                 Andrew.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER LANZA: Thank you,

         10  Madam Chair.

         11                 Poppycock? I just wanted to make

         12  sure. I just wanted to make sure I got that right.

         13                 I, too, want to join my colleague,

         14  Councilman McMahon, in really expressing my great

         15  gratitude, and thanks to this Committee, Madam

         16  Chair, Chair Avella, the entire Committee, and of

         17  course the staff, for without whom this would not

         18  have been possible. This really is a great example

         19  of the cooperation that I think is so important to

         20  this City, both with the Administration and the City

         21  Council, the Borough President, and of course, my

         22  two great colleagues from Staten Island, Councilman

         23  McMahon and Councilman Oddo.

         24                 There is no issue that greater

         25  affects the quality of life on Staten Island than
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          2  that of reckless over-development, and I think these

          3  sweeping zoning changes are a great step forward in

          4  ensuring that we will be able to maintain of our

          5  neighborhood, and keep Staten Island the great place

          6  that it is and the place that is so attractive to so

          7  many people in New York who opt to live and raise a

          8  family there. We need to go further and we're going

          9  to continue those efforts, but this really is

         10  together with what's going to be announced at this

         11  task force meeting today, is really a sweeping

         12  change to what I think goes a long way in

         13  maintaining the quality of life on Staten Island.

         14                 So, I thank you, Madam Chair. I thank

         15  you, Tony, and this Committee. And with the

         16  permission of the Committee, I'd like to leave my

         17  vote and vote aye on all.

         18                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ: Yes. Thank you.

         19  Good luck on your announcement.

         20                 Other discussion? Questions?

         21                 Council Member Gerson has requested

         22  to say a few words on SoHo, NoHo.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Thank you very

         24  much, Madam Chair. I'll be brief but I need to be

         25  thorough, first of all, because as you know, a lot
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          2  of work went into this, and especially in that it

          3  was around the Thanksgiving holiday, was many ways

          4  above and beyond the call of duty, so I'd like to

          5  thank you, Madam Chair, for your attention. And I'd

          6  like to thank the Chair of our Subcommittee, Tony

          7  Avella, for all his hard work and the Speaker of the

          8  Council for his attention to this matter. All of my

          9  colleagues on this Committee, and I'd also like to

         10  thank my neighboring colleague and friend, Council

         11  Member Quinn, who always is of help of matters to

         12  the south of her own district.

         13                 And I'd also very, very much, and of

         14  course earnestly want to thank the extraordinarily

         15  talented and professional staff, Madam Chair, that

         16  you are fortunate to have working with you and we on

         17  the Counsel, Chris Collins, Gale Benjamin, Priscilla

         18  Prothrop, and everyone, everyone who contributed to

         19  what I think is really an excellent resolution

         20  within the constraints under which we labor in

         21  accordance with the Charter.

         22                 And I also want to thank City

         23  Planning. We've had some serious disagreements, but

         24  we have pursued those disagreements in the context,

         25  I believe, of common commitment to what is best for
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          2  our City.

          3                 Yesterday, and I do want to correct

          4  the record, I asked if anyone from City Planning was

          5  present for the end of the discussion, they were

          6  not, and I made a comment to that effect. I then

          7  found out that in fact someone had been present

          8  until just a few minutes beforehand and I do want to

          9  note that and express that appreciation.

         10                 Madam Chair, very briefly, this is

         11  truly an historic step forward, not only for our

         12  community but for the City of New York. The language

         13  that you read for the first time since the

         14  establishment of our certification, I believe, and

         15  certainly for the first time in recent time period,

         16  officially set forth City policy, recognizing the

         17  ongoing significance and importance of the arts in

         18  SoHo and NoHo and commits to a policy of nurturing

         19  in sustaining that present.

         20                 I'd like to make it clear that I

         21  fully expect to make use of that clause that allows

         22  the special permit a possible tool for that purpose

         23  and I expect that all special permits going forward

         24  will find ways of enhancing the arts and the

         25  contributions of the arts and culture, and not only
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          2  to these communities but to the City at large.

          3                 And I also need to make it clear on

          4  the record that this, this special zoning relates to

          5  the 16 open parking lots, it does not set a

          6  precedent that for undermining or in any way

          7  changing artist certification, which needs to be

          8  reviewed and evaluated comprehensively.

          9                 Finally, Madam Chair, I certainly

         10  believe and fervently support the notion I hope

         11  shared by my colleagues, that one of the many

         12  purposes of zoning and land use is to protect

         13  against short-term economic fluctuations, those uses

         14  that contribute to the economy of the City over the

         15  long term or which are valuable in their own right

         16  because of their intrinsic value, because it makes

         17  our City more diverse and more vibrant, more good

         18  and compassionate. I'm sure we all believe that the

         19  arts fall within those categories.

         20                 This is a step forward, but not the

         21  final step. There are many other good ideas of

         22  recognizing ways of using Land Use to protect the

         23  presence of the arts, not only in SoHo and NoHo but

         24  in each of the five boroughs where we have thriving

         25  arts communities that if they are to fulfill their
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          2  full creative potential and benefit to all of us

          3  from each of our boroughs, and for the entire City,

          4  do need official protection and recognition as we go

          5  forward under the Land Use powers afforded to us.

          6                 So, whether it's following what Los

          7  Angeles did with the one percent set aside, if Los

          8  Angeles can do that, we can do better, or finding

          9  some other mechanism.

         10                 I certainly look forward to working

         11  with you, working with the Subcommittee, working

         12  with all of my colleagues on pushing the City

         13  towards a policy which recognizes arts, activities

         14  and important protected Land Use category and

         15  secures its place in all of our boroughs and all of

         16  our communities for all generations to come.

         17                 Thank you very much, Madam Chair.

         18                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ: Are there any other

         19  comments?

         20                 All right, I want to thank everyone

         21  for all the work that went in today. There's a lot

         22  of subcommittee meetings and a lot of hearings, a

         23  lot of meetings that went into making sure today

         24  happens. So, thank you to everyone involved, and we

         25  call the roll.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Katz.

          3                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ: Aye on all.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Perkins.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Aye on all.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Nelson.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Aye on all.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Quinn.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: Aye on all.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Rivera.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: Aye on all.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Avella.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Aye on all.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Baez.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ: Aye on all.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Comrie.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Aye on all.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gioa.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: Aye on all.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Martinez.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Aye on all.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vann.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Aye on all.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Felder.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Felder.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Aye.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: By a vote of 14 in the

          4  affirmative, zero in the negative, no abstentions,

          5  all items are adopted, Council members.

          6                 Please sign the Committee reports.

          7  Thank you.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Just, Madam

          9  Chair, in my rush to finish in time, I neglected to

         10  express gratitude to the most important persons,

         11  Paul Nagel and Derth McCall of my staff, who worked

         12  extraordinarily hard on these matters.

         13                 Thank you very much.

         14                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ: Is there staff here

         15  from Council Member Koppell? And Barron, is he on

         16  his way or is he coming?

         17                 No. All right, thank you. The meeting

         18  is closed.

         19                 (Hearing concluded at 10:45 a.m.)
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