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          1  COMMITTEE ON LAND USE

          2                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ: A bunch of us need

          3  to get back next door to the hearing, it is on the

          4  Campaign Finance Reform Bill, so I appreciate the

          5  time everyone is spending here. I will try to make

          6  it as brief a meeting as we possibly can, and I will

          7  start.

          8                 Councilman Gallagher's District,

          9  20045204 SCQ. This is site selection for the School

         10  Construction Authority for a 400-seat early

         11  childhood center serving the students of Community

         12  School District No. 27.

         13                 I'd like to point out that I believe

         14  this is the first site selection for a new school

         15  since I've been the chair here, I think since all of

         16  us have been members, and we are happy to do that.

         17                 LU No. 489. C030460 HAM. This is a

         18  UDAAP in Councilman Reed's district. HPD's

         19  cornerstone program of approximately 110 units of

         20  condominium housing in two buildings, and I believe

         21  that was the testimony before the Land Use

         22  Committee.

         23                 Hold on one second. We will try to

         24  have some order for a few minutes, and then we will

         25  all be able to get back to our business at hand.
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          2                 LU No. 513. This is in Councilman

          3  Recchia's district. C030298 ZMK. It is a rezoning --

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Madam Chair,

          5  just before you proceed, I don't seem to have the

          6  right book. Maybe there are two books to this?

          7                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ: We just have a

          8  secret book. No one gave it to you.

          9                 LU No. 513. It in changing in

         10  Councilman Recchia's district R5 to C82.

         11                 LU No. 568. This is in Council Member

         12  Quinn's district. This is the historical district

         13  landmarking of the Gansevoort Market, HD 20045210

         14  HKM.

         15                 LU No. 585 in Council Member Gerson's

         16  district.  It is a zoning text amendment to have

         17  minimum dwelling unit size requirements and setback

         18  regulations for new buildings in special Battery

         19  Park City districts.

         20                 LU No. 586. It is in Council Member

         21  Dilan's District. This position of six City-owned

         22  parcels, C010071 PPK.

         23                 The rest are all UDAAPs, LU Nos 522,

         24  528, 566, 572, 589, 590, 591, 598, 601, 602, 603,

         25  609, and 616.
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          2                 Before we open up for discussion, I

          3  would like to especially thank Simcha Felder, and

          4  the work that the Subcommittee did on Gansevoort

          5  Market.

          6                 It was a very intensive project.

          7  There were folks on all sides of this issue that

          8  really came out in droves, and the Chair of the

          9  Subcommittee and Council Member Quinn I believe did

         10  an excellent job in wading through all of the

         11  issues, and making a fair assessed judgment on the

         12  Gansevoort Market.

         13                 Any discussion?

         14                 Councilman Felder.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: I just wanted

         16  to mention that during the public siting portion of

         17  our hearing, Councilman Barron, as well as other

         18  members of the Committee, requested from the School

         19  Construction Authority, I requested at their behest,

         20  to get details about the needs in terms of other

         21  sitings that we're going to be doing in the future,

         22  for the record, so that all the members of the

         23  Committee should be able to understand whether the

         24  sitings that are taking place should be in those

         25  particular areas, even though there are needs
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          2  throughout the City.

          3                 So, I think that we're waiting for

          4  that, and Alonzo, I think that we left that in your

          5  lap.

          6                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ: And I believe there

          7  was also a request and a commitment for guidelines

          8  from August. Yes, from the Landmarks Commission as

          9  well, for the record.

         10                 I know Council Member Quinn is in a

         11  meeting, and she's going to come in in a few minutes

         12  and vote, but I know she negotiated for that, and we

         13  look forward to getting those documents, as well.

         14                 I would like to thank Councilman

         15  Nelson for stepping in and chairing the

         16  Subcommittee. To be honest about it, under the rules

         17  of our house, unless the item is timed out we would

         18  not have been able to do the meeting today and get

         19  those items out of Committee, if the three Council

         20  members from the Planning Committee, Councilman

         21  Nelson, Councilman Lanza, and Councilman Monserrate

         22  had not come here early to make sure those items

         23  were voted out. They would have been laid over til

         24  January, that would not have been good for anyone,

         25  and we do appreciate the extra effort they put in
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          2  and Councilman Nelson for Chairing.

          3                 Any other discussion?

          4                 Councilman Barron.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Thank you,

          6  Madam Chair. I want to also thank Chair Felder. I

          7  think he did an excellent job in guiding us through

          8  the process, and I want to let you know, he didn't

          9  pay me for this, he didn't offer me any items,

         10  compensation, breakfast or anything, no eight to one

         11  match, nothing.

         12                 But I did want to continue to raise

         13  with this Committee, as I did in the Subcommittees,

         14  even in the Gansevoort Project, the historical

         15  presentations that are made at the Landmarks

         16  Committee level, we have to continue to seek and get

         17  the history of the people in that area and not just

         18  the architectural designs of that nature. Because

         19  even in that particular area historically there was

         20  an enslaved African named Simon Congo, who owned

         21  part of that area, and it was not included in --

         22  Madam Chair, will you pay attention, please? It's

         23  important what I'm saying. You know I like

         24  attention.

         25                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ: We're actually
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          2  talking about how great a statement you were making.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Oh, is that

          4  the truth? Oh, they work together.

          5                 But I really am going to insist that

          6  we make as a part of the landmarking history people,

          7  as well as the property and the architectural

          8  design, because even the battle with the Irish and

          9  Africans and slavery at that time, should be a part

         10  of that history. It would have no real bearing on

         11  whether something is going to be landmarked or not,

         12  but just as a part of the historical record.

         13                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ: What we were

         14  actually discussing is the fact that this is the

         15  first time that there is a historical, there was a

         16  historical district, landmarked I guess is the

         17  correct term, even though it's a district, based on

         18  the industry that was happening and based on what

         19  people were doing there for a living, and that's

         20  sort of a side note and a side comment to what you

         21  were describing. So, thank you.

         22                 Any other comments?

         23                 All right, if the clerk will call the

         24  roll.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Katz.
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          2                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ: Aye on all.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Nelson.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Aye on all.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Avella.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Aye on all.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Baez.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ: Aye on all.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Barron.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Aye on all.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Comrie.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Aye.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gioia.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: Yes.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Koppell.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Aye on all.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: McMahon.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Aye on all.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Monserrate.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Aye on

         21  all.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vann.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Aye.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lanza.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER LANZA: Pass.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Felder.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Pass.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lanza.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER LANZA: Aye.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Felder.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Yes.

          8                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ: I want to thank

          9  Council Member Lanza for taking the high road.

         10                 We are going to hold this open --

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: I take

         12  exception to that comment.

         13                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ: What?

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: I take

         15  exception to the comment made by the Chair. That's

         16  certainly a reflection on me and I would like that

         17  duly noted in the record.

         18                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ: It's duly noted.

         19  And this case you can take it personally.

         20                 Councilman Perkins.

         21                 Councilman Perkins.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Aye on all.

         23                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ: Thank you.

         24                 Can I just make one announcement

         25  before everybody goes? This is the last meeting of
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          2  the Land Use Committee for this year. I would like

          3  to, on behalf of the Committee, thank the Land Use

          4  staff for all of the work that they do dealing not

          5  only with us, and we are not the easiest bunch, as

          6  you might imagine.

          7                 I thank you, Councilman Felder.

          8                 We are not the easiest bunch, as many

          9  of you may know, but they also not only have to deal

         10  with us, they have to deal with all the developers

         11  and community groups throughout the City. They do a

         12  great job.

         13                 And I would like to just thank all of

         14  you on this Committee for the hard work that we do

         15  through the year. We make a lot of very difficult

         16  decisions that affect many, many lives throughout

         17  the City of New York, and we should never lose sight

         18  of that, and I want to thank you for all of the work

         19  that you give in making sure that we make the right

         20  decisions.

         21                 Meeting will be open for about

         22  another 15 minutes, if I can. Thank you very much.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Council Member Quinn.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: Aye.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: The vote stands at 15
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          2  in the affirmative, zero in the negative, no

          3  abstentions, all items are adopted.

          4                 (Hearing concluded at 10:50 a.m.)
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