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INTRODUCTION
On October 27, 2020, the Committee on Transportation, chaired by Council Member Ydanis Rodriguez, will conduct a hearing titled, Oversight: Shared Mopeds and E-scooters.  The Committee will also consider Int. No. 2061, a Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to department of transportation approval for shared moped organizations. The committee expects to hear testimony from the New York City (NYC) Department of Transportation (DOT), transportation advocates and other interested parties.  

BACKGROUND
Mopeds
	The New York State Department of Motor Vehicles (DMV) defines “mopeds” or “motor scooters” as limited use motorcycles.[footnoteRef:1] As such, the requirements to operate “mopeds” or “motor scooters” on the streets of New York are similar to the State requirements for operating a motorcycle: a valid driver’s license and vehicle registration.[footnoteRef:2] Additionally, the DMV classifies mopeds into three classes of limited use motorcycles with each class having a set of requirements that are determined by its top speed.[footnoteRef:3] Mopeds that can travel over 30-40 miles per hour fall under the Class A category.[footnoteRef:4] Mopeds that travel over 20-30 miles per hour are considered Class B.[footnoteRef:5] Finally, the Class C designation is for mopeds that travel less than 20 miles per hour.[footnoteRef:6] Below is a chart of the various classes of limited-use motorcycles and their corresponding requirements as listed on the website of the New York State DMV.[footnoteRef:7]  [1:  See the New York State Department of Motor Vehicles at https://dmv.ny.gov/registration/register-moped]  [2:  Id. ]  [3:  Id. ]  [4:  Id.]  [5:  Id. ]  [6:  Id.]  [7:  Id. Note: The chart has been slightly modified from its original form for the purposes of this report.] 

Limited-use motorcycle New York State requirements
	REQUIRED?
	CLASS A, OVER 30-40 MPH
	CLASS B, OVER 20-30 MPH
	CLASS C, 20 MPH OR LESS

	Driver license / permit
	M/MJ[footnoteRef:8] [8:  According to the New York State Department of Motor Vehicles in order to operate a motorcycle in New York State, you must have a motorcycle operator’s license (Class M) or a motorcycle junior operator’s license (Class MJ). See https://dmv.ny.gov/driver-training/motorcycle-manual-motorcycle-licenses-ownership-special-rules.] 

	Any license class 
	Any license class

	Registration
	Required
	Required
	Required

	Headlight on when operating
	Required
	Required
	Required

	Helmet & eye protection
	Required
	Required
	Recommended

	May operate on
	Any traffic lane
	Right-hand lane or shoulder only (Except when making a left turn)
	Right-hand lane or shoulder only (Except when making a left turn)

	Insurance
	Required
	Required
	Recommended[footnoteRef:9]  [9:  According to the New York State Department of Motor Vehicles, Class C mopeds used as a rental vehicle must be insured. See https://dmv.ny.gov/registration/register-moped ] 


	Inspection
	Required
	Recommended
	Recommended



Mopeds have recently gained traction as an alternative mode of transportation due to their mobility and convenience.  In New York City, the company Revel operates an electric moped sharing service, which according to the company’s website are throttled at 30 miles per hour for safety reasons.[footnoteRef:10] Since mopeds are already allowed on public streets under New York State law, the company did not need any prior city approval to operate.[footnoteRef:11]  In order to rent a moped with Revel, riders need to be at least 21 years of age, have a valid driver’s license, and must wear a helmet while riding.[footnoteRef:12] Passengers are allowed to ride along on the rear seat of the moped as long as they are at least 18 years old.[footnoteRef:13]  The costs associated with renting a Revel include a one-dollar fee to unlock the moped and then thirty-five cents per minute to ride.[footnoteRef:14] An additional passenger incurs a one-dollar charge.[footnoteRef:15] Currently, in addition to New York City, Revel operates in Miami, Oakland, Washington, D.C., and Austin, Texas.[footnoteRef:16]  [10:  See https://gorevel.com/new-york/rules-of-the-ride/]  [11:  Aaron Randle, Now Crowding New York’s Streets: Rented Mopeds Going 30 M.P.H., The New York Times, August 9, 2019, available at https://www.nytimes.com/2019/08/09/nyregion/mopeds-nyc.html ]  [12:  https://gorevel.com/new-york/rules-of-the-ride/]  [13:  Id. ]  [14:  See https://gorevel.com/new-york/pricing/]  [15:  Id. ]  [16:  Alicia Lee, “CBS reporter Nina Kapur, 26, dies after rental moped accident in New York,” CNN Business, Updated July 21, 2020, available at https://www.cnn.com/2020/07/20/us/cbs2-reporter-nina-kapur-revel-moped-accident-trnd/index.html ] 

The growth in popularity of mopeds has also created a number of safety concerns for New Yorkers. Some Revel riders have been accused of speeding, and weaving in and out of traffic.[footnoteRef:17] Others have been seen riding their mopeds in bike lanes or on sidewalks, running through red lights, or not wearing the required safety helmets.[footnoteRef:18] One local hospital in the Bronx has reported seeing an uptick in the number of patients, both riders and pedestrians, visiting their emergency department due to accidents involving Revel scooters.[footnoteRef:19]   [17:  Post Staff Report, “Electric scooters, mopeds causing more ER injuries in NYC,” The New York Post, July 10. 2020, available at https://nypost.com/2020/07/10/electric-scooters-mopeds-causing-more-er-injuries-in-nyc/ ]  [18:  Matt McFarland, “Safety issues surge as Revel mopeds grow in popularity,” CNN Business, July 22, 2020, available at https://www.cnn.com/2020/07/22/tech/revel-moped-safety/index.html ]  [19:  Post Staff Report, “Electric scooters, mopeds causing more ER injuries in NYC,” The New York Post, July 10. 2020, available at https://nypost.com/2020/07/10/electric-scooters-mopeds-causing-more-er-injuries-in-nyc/ ] 

One highly publicized accident involving a Revel rental involved a 26 year-old reporter for CBS News who was killed in July 2020, when she fell off a moped while riding as a passenger after the driver “swerved for an unknown reason.”[footnoteRef:20] It was reported that neither she nor the driver of the moped were wearing helmets at the time. Several day after this accident, Revel posted a message on their Twitter account stating that they had shut down their New York City service until further notice to review and strengthen their “rider accountability and safety measures.”[footnoteRef:21] On August 27, 2020, the City issued a press release indicating that Revel was relaunching their service after it agreed to enhance its safety requirements by implementing a new Safety & Rider Accountability Protocol.[footnoteRef:22]  Some of the new protocols included a new mandatory safety training, steps to increase helmet compliance by requiring a “selfie,” and a new community reporting tool that allows the public to report dangerous driving.[footnoteRef:23] [20:  Alicia Lee, “CBS reporter Nina Kapur, 26, dies after rental moped accident in New York,” CNN Business, Updated July 21, 2020, available at https://www.cnn.com/2020/07/20/us/cbs2-reporter-nina-kapur-revel-moped-accident-trnd/index.html ]  [21:  See https://twitter.com/_gorevel/status/1288111979219976198?s=21 ]  [22:  See “New York City Department of Transportation Announces Revel will Relaunch Today under a New and Strict Safety Protocol,” Official Press Release of the New York City Department of Transportation, August 27, 2020, available at https://www1.nyc.gov/html/dot/html/pr2020/pr20-035.shtml#:~:text=IMMEDIATE%20RELEASE%20Press%20Release%20%2320-035%20Thursday%2C%20August%2027%2C,Today%20under%20a%20New%20and%20Strict%20Safety%20Protocol ]  [23:  Id. ] 

Even with the new enhanced safety protocols, questions remain about moped safety. On September 29, 2020, an 82 year-old senior was killed when she was struck by a Revel scooter while in the crosswalk at the intersection of West 60th Street and Columbus Circle, in Manhattan.[footnoteRef:24] According to published reports, this is the fourth fatal crash involving Revel scooters and the first since the service was relaunched in August.[footnoteRef:25] [24: Morgan Chittum and Clayton Guse, “Manhattan woman, 82, killed by Revel scooter was an immigrant success story, son says,” New York Daily News, October 25, 2020, available at https://www.nydailynews.com/new-york/nyc-crime/ny-revel-fatal-crash-columbus-circle-20201025-saj26mho3fhb5p7kjq2h3ly43u-story.html ]  [25:  “NYPD Investigating New Fatal Revel Crash After Three Others This Summer,” NBC News 4 New York, October 21, 2020, available at https://www.nbcnewyork.com/news/nypd-investigating-new-fatal-revel-crash-after-three-others-this-summer/2680721/ ] 

E-scooters and E-bikes
In April 2020, New York State (NYS) acted to legalize certain e-bikes and e-scooters as part of the budget agreement for Fiscal Year 2021.[footnoteRef:26] The budget legislation is similar to a bill that had passed the NYS Legislature in 2019, but then was ultimately vetoed by Governor Andrew Cuomo, yet provides localities, like NYC, some ability to decide whether to allow and how to regulate such vehicles.[footnoteRef:27]  [26:  Andrew J. Hawkins, New York finally legalizes electric bikes and scooters, The Verge (April 2, 2020) available at https://www.theverge.com/2020/4/2/21204232/new-york-legalizes-electric-bikes-scooters]  [27:  Id ] 

The State budget language allows for the creation of three classes of e-bikes: Class 1, pedal-assisted without throttle; Class 2, throttle-assisted with a maximum speed of 20 mph; and Class 3, throttle-powered with a maximum speed of 25 mph.[footnoteRef:28] Under the State law, Class 3 e-bikes may only be operated in NYC, and cyclists riding Class 3 e-bikes are required to wear helmets.[footnoteRef:29] The State law allows for the operation of e-scooters incapable of exceeding 20 mph, but provides that scooters may not be operated at speeds in excess of  15 mph. E-scooters may not be used by riders under the age of 16, and riders between the ages of 16 and 18 are required to wear a helmet.[footnoteRef:30]  [28:  Id. ]  [29:  Id. ]  [30:  Id. ] 

As per the DMV, effective April 2020, State Law allows people to operate e-bikes on some streets and highways within the State,[footnoteRef:31] with the provisions that: these devices are only operated on highways with a posted speed limit of 30 mph or less; municipalities can further regulate the time, place and manner of operation of these devices; and these devices cannot operate on a sidewalk except as authorized by local law or ordinance.[footnoteRef:32] In NYS, electric motorized devices cannot be registered with the DMV.  [31:  New York State, Department of Motor Vehicles, Registration: Electric Scooters and Bicycles and Other Unregistered Vehicles, available at https://dmv.ny.gov/registration/electric-scooters-and-bicycles-and-other-unregistered-vehicles#:~:text=Effective%20August%202%2C%202020%20%2D%20the,highways%20in%20New%20York%20State ]  [32:  Id. ] 

In July 2020, the City enacted Local Law 72[footnoteRef:33] and Local Law 73,[footnoteRef:34] amending the Administrative Code to remove barriers to the use of certain e-bikes and e-scooters in the City that were authorized under NYS Law. These include Class 1, Class 2 and Class 3 e-bikes, which Class 3 bikes, as indicated earlier, have top speeds capped at 25 mph, and e-scooters up to 20 mph (not to be operated in excess of 15 mph). The Administrative Code still prohibits the use of other types of e-bikes, e-scooters and other motorized devices that remain illegal under State law. For devices that remain illegal, fines that could be imposed pursuant to the Administrative Code have been reduced from $500 to $250, and impoundment may now only be used for prohibited devices that have been operated in a manner that endangers the safety of the operator or safety or property of another. In the past, the conversation around expanding legal micromobility[footnoteRef:35] options in NYC has centered on e-bikes, which are used primarily by commercial cyclists.[footnoteRef:36] In 2018 and 2019, the debate about legal operation of these transportation devices evolved to also include e-scooters and the adoption of e-bikes more broadly as a mode of transportation.[footnoteRef:37]  [33:  See Local Law 72 of 2020, available at https://legistar.council.nyc.gov/LegislationDetail.aspx?ID=3763645&GUID=1B9B8689-094C-46D1-8F0C-8BB71C99E149&Options=ID|Text|&Search=1250 ]  [34:  See Local Law 73 of 2020 available at https://legistar.council.nyc.gov/LegislationDetail.aspx?ID=3763646&GUID=5EEC4A3E-AF9D-4532-9E0E-2DE4333476F7&Options=ID|Text|&Search=1250 ]  [35:  Micromobility refers to the use of electronic scooters and bikes to travel shorter distances around cities, often to or from another mode of transportation (bus, train, or car). Users typically rent such a scooter or bike for a short period of time using an app. See: Dictionary, Tech and Science Dictionary, Micromobility, available at https://www.dictionary.com/e/tech-science/micromobility/ ]  [36:  Vicky Gan, The Murky Legality of E-Bikes, CityLab (February 17, 2016) available at https://www.citylab.com/equity/2016/02/the-murky-legality-of-e-bikes/426969/ ]  [37:  Joshua Brustein and Nate Lanxon, How Electric Scooters are Reshaping Cities, Bloomberg, (September 7, 2018) available at  https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2018-09-07/are-electric-scooters-the-future-of-urban-transport-quicktake ] 

Private companies have advocated, for NYC and NYS to legalize e-bikes and e-scooters so they can create shared networks, similar to Citi Bike.[footnoteRef:38] However, unlike Citi Bike, these companies predominantly use a “dockless” model, which does not require a user to dock a bike or scooter at a specific fixed location. In recent years, e-scooter companies have increased operation in cities throughout the country.[footnoteRef:39] Many cities allow dockless scooter companies to operate predominantly as small fleets on a more limited scale.[footnoteRef:40] This arrangement had raised questions about not only legalizing e-bikes and e-scooters, but also the feasibility of allowing dockless shared networks to operate in NYC. Additionally, questions exist regarding the safety of these devices considering that little data is available on their use.[footnoteRef:41]   [38:  Jim Faber, Electric Bikes are About to Go Mainstream,  NYTIMES, (October 9,2018) available at  https://www.nytimes.com/2018/10/09/nyregion/are-electric-bikes-about-to-take-over-new-york.html ]  [39:  Id. ]  [40:  Id at 3. ]  [41:  Mike Murphy, “Electric scooters won’t be the future of transport as long as there are idiots like me,”October 25, 2018, Quartz, available at https://qz.com/1436127/electric-scooters-wont-be-the-future-of-transport-as-long-as-there-are-idiots-like-me/] 

E-Scooter Pilot Programs in Other Cities
The operating approach for e-scooter programs has differed in cities throughout the country. In some cases, e-scooter companies started operating without local authorization, figuring that the shared vehicles would prove useful and that cities would naturally just accept them.[footnoteRef:42] In other cases, companies are operating under pilot programs and specific permits authorized by the local municipality.[footnoteRef:43] Generally, e-scooters have been embraced by different cities, in some cases becoming “an entrenched feature of urban life;” however, with the COVID-19 pandemic and its impacts on local transportation regulations, for 2020, there are indications that changes to the current and future climate and general acceptance around e-scooters maybe occurring in other cities.[footnoteRef:44] [42:  David Zipper, The Frenzied Era of E-Scooters Is Over, Slate (February 27, 2020), available at https://slate.com/business/2020/02/e-scooters-regulations-bird-lyft-lime-cities.html]  [43:  Id. ]  [44:  Id. ] 

San Francisco, California 
In April 2018, the San Francisco Board of Supervisors passed legislation to allow the San Francisco Municipal Transportation Agency (SFMTA) to create a new pilot program to regulate Powered Scooter Share.[footnoteRef:45] After its application process, permits for the pilot program were offered to two companies, Scoot and Skip.[footnoteRef:46] Through the receipt of these permits, these companies would be allowed to operate a maximum of 625 scooters each in the first six months, with the potential to increase their number of scooters in months seven to 12 to a cap of 2,500 upon meeting certain criteria based on equity.[footnoteRef:47] As of July 2019, Scoot and Skip were authorized to operate up to 625 and 800 scooter respectively, although actual deployment has varied.[footnoteRef:48]  [45:  San Francisco Municipal Transportation Agency, SFMTA Powered Scooter Share Permit and Pilot Program, available at https://www.sfmta.com/projects/powered-scooter-share-permit-and-pilot-program]  [46:  Id. ]  [47:  Id. ]  [48:  Id. ] 

After a successful pilot program, the SFMTA implemented a “Powered Scooter Share Permit Program,” which allows permitted operators to implement an e-scooter share program in the city.[footnoteRef:49] San Francisco planned to authorize five companies to operate a shared total of up to 2,500 e-scooters during the pilot, during which the city would collect data and assess whether further increases in scooters would serve the public interest.[footnoteRef:50] The permit application placed the onus on e-scooter companies to create plans for service areas and ensure users operate the scooters lawfully.[footnoteRef:51] Operators would need to do a host of things, including: provide user education; be insured; share data with the city; safeguard user information; offer a low-income plan; provide accessible customer interface technology for persons with disabilities; submit a proposed service area plan for city approval; have a plan in place to address sidewalk riding and sidewalk parking; and ensure that their customers comply with the rules of the road in order to receive a permit and be authorized to operate as a permitted company.[footnoteRef:52] [49:  San Francisco Municipal Transportation Agency, SFMTA Powered Scooter Share Program Permit Application, available at https://www.sfmta.com/sites/default/files/reports-and- documents/2018/05/powered_scooter_share_program_permit_application.pdf ]  [50:  Id.  ]  [51:  Id. ]  [52:  Tom Maguire, A New Permit and Pilot Program for San Francisco’s Scooters, Street Talk, San Francisco Municipal Transportation Agency (May 1, 2018) available at https://www.sfmta.com/blog/new-permit-and-pilot-program-san-franciscos-scooters ] 

In October 2019, Uber’s JUMP, Lime, Ford’s Spin and Scoot were granted permits to operate the shared e-scooter services in San Francisco.[footnoteRef:53] The program allowed Scoot to operate 1,000 scooters, down from the 1,250, while JUMP, Spin and Lime would be able to deploy 500 each, with the cap for new providers having increased to 750 on December 15, 2019, and 1,000 on February 15, 2020.[footnoteRef:54] Although slated for expansion in October 2020, currently, due to the COVID-19 pandemic, e-scooter sharing services have grinded to a halt or even discontinued service..[footnoteRef:55]  [53:  Megan Rose Dickey, Uber, Lime and Spin scooters are now legal in SF, TechCrunch (October 15, 2019) available at https://techcrunch.com/2019/10/15/uber-lime-and-spin-scooters-are-now-legal-in-sf/]  [54:  Id. ]  [55:  Andrew J. Hawkins, Electric scooter-sharing grinds to a halt in response to the COVID-19 pandemic, The Verge (March 20, 2020), available at https://www.theverge.com/2020/3/20/21188119/electric-scooter-coronavirus-bird-lime-spin-suspend-bikes ] 

Santa Monica, California
	The city of Santa Monica launched a 16-month Shared Mobility Pilot Program, which includes e-scooters, allowing four private companies (Bird, Jump, Lime, and Lyft) to provide shared mobility services in the public-right-of-way.[footnoteRef:56] The goals of the program included: developing a new area of policy, regulation and enforcement through firsthand experience; adapting quickly to a changing industry; testing new devices and service providers in this industry; exploring data capabilities; and allowing the city time to experiment with different management tools, such as geo-fencing.[footnoteRef:57] Initially, the companies were approved to operate an initial fleet of 2,500 devices-2,000 e-scooters and 500 e-bikes, however, in September 2019, under the city’s dynamic fleet cap, this number rose to 3,250 devices.[footnoteRef:58]  [56:  City of Santa Monica, Planning and Community Development, Scooter and Bike Share Services, available at https://www.smgov.net/Departments/PCD/Transportation/Shared-Mobility-Services/]  [57:  Id. ]  [58:  Joe Linton, Santa Monica Extends Pioneering E-Scooter Pilot Program, (November 15, 2019) available at https://la.streetsblog.org/2019/11/15/santa-monica-extends-pioneering-e-scooter-pilot-program/ ] 

During the pilot, Santa Monica has pioneered scooter parking “drop zones” on sidewalks and in streets, of which they are the first in the nation, installing 107 e-scooter/e-bike drop zones in the 8.5 mile square city, as of November 2019.[footnoteRef:59] In addition, they have become one of the first cities to enforce geofencing and digital policy tools to remedy parking, safety and oversaturation problems.[footnoteRef:60] Notably, the results of the pilot have proved positive, with the city becoming an effective leader in shared mobility, particularly e-scooters, however, due to uncertainty  caused by the COVID-19 pandemic, in April and May of 2020, Lime and Jump permanently discontinued operations in the city.[footnoteRef:61] As a result of the COVID-19 pandemic and its impacts on the city and program, on May 26, 2020, the Santa Monica City Council voted to extend the first Pilot Program through April 30, 2021, and postponed a previously approved second shared mobility pilot program with intensified regulations until May 2021.[footnoteRef:62] Currently, as ridership has steadily climbed back to an average of nearly 20,000 trips per week, Bird and Lyft have increased their fleet size to 750 e-scooters each.[footnoteRef:63]  [59:  Id. ]  [60:  Id. ]  [61:  City of Santa Monica, Planning and Community Development, Scooter and Bike Share Services, available at https://www.smgov.net/Departments/PCD/Transportation/Shared-Mobility-Services/ ]  [62:  Id. ]  [63:  Kyle Kozar, City of Santa Monica, Shared Mobility Continues to Evolve in Santa Monica, available at https://www.santamonica.gov/blog/shared-mobility-continues-to-evolve-in-santa-monica ] 

Denver, Colorado 
Denver also had a year-long pilot program that was similar to San Francisco’s pilot, but included the possibility for e-scooter companies to add up to 40% more scooters to their fleets if they target designated “opportunity areas” such as low-income neighborhoods.[footnoteRef:64] Additionally, Denver’s program required fleet operators to “rebalance” the scooters back to transit stations, bus stops and opportunity areas on a daily basis.[footnoteRef:65]  Participating companies were responsible for creating and maintaining painted dockless parking zones to be used by dockless e-scooters, bikes and e-bikes.[footnoteRef:66]   [64:  Jon Murray, Denver Gives Scooter Companies Bird, Lime a Roadmap to Get Legal, The Denver Post (June 29, 2018) available at https://www.denverpost.com/2018/06/29/denver-scooter-bird-lime-legal/]  [65:  Department of Public Works, City of Denver, Dockless Mobility Vehicle Pilot Permit Program Overview (June 2018), available at https://www.denvergov.org/content/dam/denvergov/Portals/705/documents/permits/Dockless-Mobility-Pilot-Permit-Program-Overview_June2018.pdf  ]  [66:  Id. ] 

E-Scooter Pilot in New York City
	In July 2020, New York City enacted Local Law 74 that required DOT to create a pilot program for shared electric scooters in the City. [footnoteRef:67]  The law required DOT to issue a solicitation for such a pilot by October 15, 2020 with the goal of having shared electric scooter organizations offering shared electric scooter services to the public by March 1, 2020.[footnoteRef:68] The pilot required under Local Law 74 would run for no less than a year and no more than two years unless DOT terminates or suspends the program earlier than that timeframe.[footnoteRef:69] Local Law 74 also requires DOT to issue a report to the Speaker of the City Council detailing the progress of the shared electric scooter pilot.[footnoteRef:70]  [67:  See Local Law 74 of 2020 available at https://legistar.council.nyc.gov/LegislationDetail.aspx?ID=3763648&GUID=05DFE6C0-4E1E-4E49-A95C-BDD1F9C44555&Options=ID|Text|&Search=scooter ]  [68:  Id. ]  [69:  Id. ]  [70:  Id. ] 

	As of the date of this hearing, DOT has not publicly released the required solicitation for the electric shared scooter pilot. 

ANALYSIS OF INT. NO. 2061
	Section one of Int. No. 2061 amends section 19-176.3 of the Administrative Code. Subdivision a of section 19-176.3 would define the term “moped” to mean any limited use motorcycle as defined in section 121-b of the vehicle and traffic law or any successor provision that may be registered with the New York state department of motor vehicles. It also defines the term “shared moped organization” to mean a natural person, organization or entity that operates a fleet of shared mopeds available for rent to the public on a short-term basis. Subdivision b of section 19-176.3 provides that DOT shall establish procedures for shared moped organizations to apply for approval to operate in the city and those such organizations shall provide any information requested by DOT within the timeframes specified by the department. Subdivision b also states that in determining whether to approve a shared moped organization, DOT shall review whether such organization has instituted appropriate safety protocols and that the appropriate safety protocols shall include, but not be limited to, measures designed to monitor rider compliance with helmet requirements through the submission of photographic or other evidence of rider helmet use. Subdivision c provides that no shared moped organization shall operate a moped in the city without prior written approval of DOT. Subdivision c also provides that if any moped is parked or operated on a public street without such approval, it may be impounded and shall not be released until any and all removal charges and storage fees have been paid or a bond has been posted in an amount satisfactory to the commissioner of the agency that impounded such moped and that such agency shall notify the owner of such moped, if known, of such impoundment and the method for claiming such moped. Subdivision c further states that any such moped not claimed may be disposed of in accordance with applicable law relating to the disposal of abandoned property.
Section two of Int. No. 2061 would provide that this local law takes effect 120 days after it becomes law, except that the commissioner of transportation shall take such measures as are necessary for the implementation of this local law, including the promulgation of rules, before such date.
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Int. No. 2061

By Council Member Rodriguez

..Title
A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to department of transportation approval for shared moped organizations
..Body

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:

Section 1. Title 19 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended to add a new section 19-176.3 to read as follows: 
§ 19-176.3 Shared moped operators. a. Definitions. For the purposes of this section, the following terms have the following meanings:
Moped. The term “moped” means any limited use motorcycle as defined in section 121-b of the vehicle and traffic law or any successor provision that may be registered with the New York state department of motor vehicles. 
Shared moped organization. The term “shared moped organization” means a natural person, organization or entity that operates a fleet of shared mopeds available for rent to the public on a short-term basis. 
b. The department shall establish procedures for shared moped organizations to apply for approval to operate in the city. Such organizations shall provide any information requested by the department within the timeframes specified by the department.  In determining whether to approve a shared moped organization, the department shall review whether such organization has instituted appropriate safety protocols. Appropriate safety protocols shall include, but not be limited to, measures designed to monitor rider compliance with helmet requirements through the submission of photographic or other evidence of rider helmet use. 
c. No shared moped organization shall operate a moped in the city without prior written approval of the department of transportation. If any moped is parked or operated on a public street without such approval, it may be impounded and shall not be released until any and all removal charges and storage fees have been paid or a bond has been posted in an amount satisfactory to the commissioner of the agency that impounded such moped. Such agency shall notify the owner of such moped, if known, of such impoundment and the method for claiming such moped. Any such moped not claimed may be disposed of in accordance with applicable law relating to the disposal of abandoned property.
§ 2. This local law takes effect 120 days after it becomes law, except that the commissioner of transportation shall take such measures as are necessary for the implementation of this local law, including the promulgation of rules, before such date.
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