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          1  COMMITTEE ON LAND USE

          2                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ: We have a quick

          3  agenda, but it's an important agenda today, so if I

          4  can have your attention we can start this meeting

          5  and move on to our other issues that are happening

          6  at City Hall today.

          7                 First item, Intro No. 596, 20045270

          8  LLY. It is the bus franchise extender. The bus

          9  franchise operating resolution, authorizing

         10  resolution, ends December 31st. This is extended to

         11  June 30th in order to give the Mayor's Office and

         12  the companies a time to negotiate a new deal for

         13  takeover so that we don't have a lapse in service.

         14                 LU Number 436, 437 and 438. They all

         15  related. They are in Tracy Boyland's district. It is

         16  the amendment of the Fulton Park Urban Renewal

         17  Program for the Fulton Park Urban Renewal Area. It

         18  is LU No. 436. It is Council Member Al Vann's

         19  district and Boyland's district. And since Al Vann

         20  is here, he'll get first bill in. Council Member

         21  Vann.

         22                 LU No. 437 -- oh, it's Council Member

         23  Boyland, and LU No. 438. It is C030299 HUK. LU No.

         24  437. C030300 ZMK. LU No. 438. C030301 HDK, all

         25  relating to the Fulton Park Urban Renewal Plan.
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          2                 LU No. 450 is in Council Member

          3  Perkins' District. I got that right. Perkins'

          4  District, LU No. 450. It is C030436 ZMM, Frederick

          5  Douglas Boulevard rezoning.

          6                 LU No. 490. C030491 HAM. It is

          7  Council Member Reed's District. LU No. 490. It is a

          8  UDAAP, Edwin Gould's residence. It is approximately

          9  52 units for homeless young adults aging out of

         10  Foster care.

         11                 LU No. 496. It is also a UDAAP in

         12  Council Member Serrano's district. C030533 HAX. It

         13  is a UDAAP on 401 East 156th Street and various

         14  other streets in Council Member Serrano's district.

         15                 Council Member Reyna's District. LU

         16  No. 553. This is laid over in the Subcommittee.

         17                 The rest are all UDAAPs. LU No. 499,

         18  517, 519, 554, 555, 557, 558, 559, 560, 561 and 562.

         19  We also have on the agenda the override of the

         20  Mayor's veto, the landmarking of St. John's the

         21  Divine. Members should understand that in their

         22  packet -- he vetoed it, yes. And he had five days to

         23  veto it. We have ten days to override his veto.

         24                 In your packet in front of you will

         25  be the joint  report of the Committee. The
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          2  resolution, it is the same as the original

          3  resolution and added on it is, the resolution is

          4  adopted notwithstanding the objection of the Mayor.

          5                 We have a letter to Victor Robles,

          6  verifying that the resolution was disapproved, and

          7  we have attached to that the Mayor's disapproval

          8  signed on October 29th, 2003.

          9                 As the members have been following,

         10  as have many of the folks in the community, we had

         11  rejected the landmarking of St. John's the Divine on

         12  the theory that the Mayor's Office at Landmarking

         13  had basically used their authority for more than

         14  just preserving and protecting St. John's the

         15  Divine. They had agreed to do a restrictive covenant

         16  on the adjoining land, instead of landmarking the

         17  entire adjoining land with the church, so everyone

         18  knows it was unanimously disapproved by the New York

         19  City Council last week, and the motion today will be

         20  to override the Mayor's veto.

         21                 Open for discussion, any questions?

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Madam Chair?

         23                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ: Oliver.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: I just would

         25  point out that I am surprised, I don't know whether
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          2  any of my colleagues are, that the Mayor can

          3  actually veto our disapproval of an item so that we

          4  could actually disapprove something and then the

          5  Mayor override it and thereby I guess approve it;

          6  would that in essence --

          7                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ: That is correct.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Well, if we

          9  ever have a Charter Commission that does something

         10  appropriate, that ought to be changed, I must say

         11  I've never heard of such a thing that the Mayor can

         12  override our disapproval. That's shocking to me. I

         13  don't understand how the Charter --

         14                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ: As shocking as it

         15  may be, the Mayor has the authority to veto any of

         16  our disapprovals, we, as you know, as the Council,

         17  has the right to override his veto.

         18                 Can I have some order in here just

         19  for a few minutes so we can finish up and go back to

         20  what we need to do. Any other discussion?

         21                 Councilman Perkins.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: With regard

         23  to the Cathedral issue, I just want to reaffirm my

         24  position which was based what I believe on the

         25  principal and on the merits of the integrity of the
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          2  landmarking process which I believe was seriously

          3  violated and compromised by the deal, the

          4  construction or development deal that the Landmark

          5  Preservation Commission entered into with the

          6  Cathedral of St. John the Divine, which I believe

          7  violated the role that the Landmarks Preservation

          8  Commission is supposed to play, puts us on a

          9  slippery slope in which in the future others will

         10  want a similar kind of deal when they want to do

         11  development outside of the normal practices and

         12  procedures and by the same token it is no prejudice

         13  to whatever development opportunities that the

         14  Cathedral wishes to engage in for the purpose of

         15  addressing their financial straights. Clearly I, and

         16  I'm sure all of my colleagues are supportive of

         17  helping them through their financial difficulties,

         18  there's no question about that, it's just a question

         19  as to what is our role in terms of the Landmarking

         20  process and how do we assure the integrity of that

         21  process stands for all on the same basis.

         22                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ: Thank you, and I

         23  thank everyone for their patience. That's what

         24  happens when you have four or five meetings and an

         25  hour or two everyone gets excited. So I thank
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          2  everyone for the attention and I would ask the

          3  Sergeant-At-Arms please to try to find Council

          4  Member Rivera and Council Member McMahon, both here

          5  in the building, we are about to call the roll.

          6                 Any other questions by Committee

          7  members?

          8                 Please call the roll. The motion is

          9  to approve.

         10                 Council Member Boyland?

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: Thank you,

         12  Madam Chair. I just want to make a quick statement

         13  in regards to the Fulton Street Urban Renewal Plan.

         14                 We've had great success. This has

         15  been, as we said earlier, a labor of love with

         16  regards to the Urban Renewal Plan in the Bedford

         17  Stuyvesant area of Brooklyn.

         18                 Council Member Al Vann, Community

         19  Board 3, and all of the members of the community

         20  have worked very diligently to put forth a plan that

         21  we all probably do not 100 percent agree with but we

         22  do have talks and dialogue in regards to making some

         23  amendments and some changes with HPD.

         24                 So, I want to thank the staff of HPD,

         25  Community Board 3 again, Council Member Vann and all
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          2  of the members of the community that have worked so

          3  diligently to make this effort a success.

          4                 So, thank you very much, Madam Chair.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Madam Chair?

          6                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ: Council Member

          7  Vann.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: I'd like to echo

          9  the comments of my colleague Council Member Boyland.

         10  She's a wonderful colleague to work with. We had

         11  extraordinary leadership from the community, they're

         12  represented in the Chamber, the co-chairs of the

         13  Land Use Committee for Community Board 3, Ms. Wilma

         14  Maynard and Ms. Stars Penn did an outstanding job of

         15  leadership around these Land Use issues. The Housing

         16  Economic Task Force was involved with them, they did

         17  a great job and HPD was very commendable in their

         18  accommodating our concerns and needs that the

         19  community expressed.

         20                 So everyone was involved, it was the

         21  democratic process at its best, and I think it has

         22  yield a good product. There are some things that

         23  could not be included in the amendment, but we have

         24  commitment that it will be dealt with in another

         25  procedure that also will have our involvement and
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          2  we'll monitor very closely.

          3                 Thank you, Madam Chair. We recommend

          4  a yay vote.

          5                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ: Thank you. If you

          6  can call the roll and then we'll have one or two

          7  announcements after briefly.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Katz.

          9                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ: Aye on all.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Perkins.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Aye on all.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Nelson.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Aye on all.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Quinn.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: Aye.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Avella.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Aye on all.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Barron.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Aye on all.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Comrie.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Aye on all.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Felder.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Can I be

         24  excused to explain my vote?

         25                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ: Yes.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: I just want

          3  for the record to mention again that I am entirely

          4  opposed to the system that we have in calling the

          5  roll. We have people who don't chair committees or

          6  people who are from the republican party get called

          7  last. So, I pass.

          8                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ: Next.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gioia.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: I vote yes.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Koppell.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Madam Chair,

         13  may I explain my vote?

         14                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ: Yes.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: I just would

         16  like to note the importance of the first item on the

         17  agenda, that is the extension of the franchise for

         18  the private bus lines, I know that comes here

         19  because of the Zoning and Franchises Subcommittee,

         20  it's a little off the subject that we usually deal

         21  with.

         22                 There's probably few things that are

         23  more important to a large part of my district than

         24  the express bus service being continued.

         25                 In my mind it is frankly
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          2  irresponsible that the Administration has failed to

          3  conclude an agreement on this, as a result of which

          4  people are very anxious in the community, the

          5  maintenance is being deferred, the employees are

          6  being threatened with being laid off. This is a real

          7  problem and potential crisis that has got to get

          8  resolved and should have been resolved by now, and

          9  the Council taking this step of authorizing

         10  continuation of the franchise hopefully will

         11  pressure the Mayor and the Administration of the

         12  Department of Transportation to get this going.

         13                 This is outrageous. There are

         14  thousands of people who are very upset, employees

         15  who feel that their jobs may be eliminated, and this

         16  should not be the situation that exists. The City

         17  has said nothing about this. There has been no

         18  public announcement. This is being handled in a

         19  miserable manner, and hopefully the action of the

         20  Council today may bring people to the bargaining

         21  table and get this resolved.

         22                 I withdraw my request and vote in the

         23  affirmative on all issues on the agenda.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Martinez.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Aye on all.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: McMahon.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: If I could

          4  just explain my vote briefly, Madam Chairwoman?

          5                 I find myself suddenly in an

          6  incredible position here in this Chamber, one where

          7  I feel inspiration and a new light on things. And

          8  having said all that, and being in this chair, in

          9  this position, I say I've seen the light and I am

         10  voting aye on all.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Monserrate.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Aye on

         13  all.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vann.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Aye on all.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Felder.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Aye.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: By a vote of 14 in the

         19  affirmative, zero in the negative, no abstentions,

         20  all items are adopted. LU No. 508, with resolution

         21  Number 1127 is readopted.

         22                 Council Members, please sign the

         23  Committee reports.

         24                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ: Before we go, just

         25  a quick announcement. On November 17th it will be
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          2  the Subcommittee hearing, on November 18th it will

          3  be the full Land Use Committee meeting. In that

          4  hearing on Land Use that day on the 18th, the full

          5  Committee will be hearing Intro. No. 517, which is

          6  placing developmental restrictions on vacant City

          7  lots. It deals not only with disposition, it deals

          8  with zoning, it deals with a whole bunch of

          9  different issues. So, we brought it into the full

         10  Committee, I know it has a lot of folks in here very

         11  interested, it will be on November 18th. You will be

         12  getting notices of that in the mail. Just keep

         13  abreast of that. Thank you very much for your time.

         14                 Meeting adjourned.

         15                 (Hearing concluded at 11:04 a.m.)
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