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          1  PLANNING, DISPOSITIONS AND CONCESSIONS

          2                 CHAIRPERSON MARTINEZ: We're opening

          3  up Item LU 436, Item LU 437, and Item LU 438. We

          4  have speakers on these items. Will Darlene Mealy and

          5  Jeffrey Lee. You have two minutes to speak. Can you

          6  please identify yourself and your affiliation,

          7  please.

          8                 You've got to turn the button, the

          9  light off.

         10                 MS. KELLY: Good morning, honorable

         11  Council members. Thank you for allowing me the

         12  opportunity to speak this morning.

         13                 My name is Becca Kelly and I'm from

         14  Brooklyn Law School Legal Services, and we're

         15  representing our community association in the Fulton

         16  Park Urban Renewal Plan matters.

         17                 Darlene Mealy, the President of FARR,

         18  was here last Thursday to speak, but she was unable

         19  to be here today, so I'd like to read her

         20  statements.

         21                 Dear Honorable members: I am the

         22  President of FARR, a Bedford Stuyvesant Neighborhood

         23  Organization, that has been working to ensure that

         24  the Fulton Park Urban Renewal Plan best reflects our

         25  community's needs.
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          2                 We continue to have three major

          3  concerns that we hope the Land Use Committee will

          4  consider before voting on the amendment.

          5                 Our first major concern is the

          6  proposed development on Atlantic Avenue, Block 1710,

          7  Lots 52 through 74. HPD's plan is to rezone this

          8  site as mixed residential and commercial.

          9                 The community would benefit greatly

         10  from the much needed commercial developments that

         11  are proposed, but we strongly oppose any residential

         12  use, as it is just feet from the LIRR tracks.

         13                 We believe that such housing would

         14  become blighted soon after construction, as a result

         15  of its poor placement. This would negatively impact

         16  the current residents of the neighborhood.

         17                 Please modify the amendment to

         18  provide for a commercial only and not mixed use

         19  development.

         20                 The second concern is the community

         21  garden at 816 Herkimer Street. Block 1710, Lot 9.

         22  The community has worked hard to cultivate our

         23  garden space for produce and youth development

         24  activities. We want assurance that if the gardens

         25  must be sacrificed to development, a comparable
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          2  alternative site will be granted.

          3                 The gardens serve as a community

          4  center that we cannot afford to lose.

          5                 The third major -- do I have a minute

          6  to conclude?

          7                 CHAIRPERSON MARTINEZ: Yes.

          8                 MS. KELLY: The third major concern is

          9  the homes on Suydam Place. We would like to preserve

         10  the existing homes and feel that rehabilitation of

         11  the two, rather than demolition, offers the best

         12  resolution for development while supporting the

         13  neighboring structures, as well as the character of

         14  the area.

         15                 We would like assurance that a fair

         16  and structural assessment of the homes is taken into

         17  account and that every effort is made to

         18  rehabilitate these homes.

         19                 We thank you in advance for your

         20  support and promise that we will keep working to

         21  resolve these outstanding concerns and complete the

         22  best possible plan for Bedford Stuyvesant and the

         23  City as a whole.

         24                 Thank you.

         25                 CHAIRPERSON MARTINEZ: Thank you.
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          2                 MR. LEE: Good morning, honorable City

          3  Council members. My name is Jeffrey Lee from

          4  Brooklyn Law School Legal Services. What you have

          5  before you today is a proposed amendment to the

          6  Fulton Park Urban Renewal Plan to rezone for mixed

          7  use development on Atlantic Avenue.

          8                 Now, this community needs good

          9  commercial development, development such as mom and

         10  pop stores, grocery stores, and pharmacies.

         11                 What this community does not need is

         12  a residential development which will subject new

         13  residents to dangerous environmental conditions,

         14  conditions such as toxic levels of noise pollution

         15  and potential lead paint contamination.

         16                 New residents at this housing site

         17  are going to be just a few feet away from the Long

         18  Island Railroad tracks. This will subject them to an

         19  unbelievable amount of noise pollution, and there

         20  are a couple of recent students and I just want to

         21  mention that speak to how damaging this can be.

         22  There is one study that's focused on New York City

         23  children who are exposed to train-based noise for

         24  prolonged period of time, and has shown that they

         25  suffer cognitive and psychomotor impairment from
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          2  this noise.

          3                 I also want to hold up and cite this

          4  City Council's report from not more than a week ago,

          5  on train noise, and this report specifically says

          6  that this kind of noise from trains potentially

          7  causes both physical and emotional health damage to

          8  New Yorkers.

          9                 We ask you to use the power that you

         10  have to modify its amendment for commercial zoning

         11  only.

         12                 I also mention the potential lead

         13  paint contamination issues. This past Sunday's New

         14  York Times mentioned that lead paint contamination

         15  is a major issue in low-income communities in New

         16  York City, particularly those sited near old

         17  elevated train tracks. These Long Island Railroad

         18  tracks are 100 years old.

         19                 If you don't mind, I just need a

         20  couple of seconds to conclude.

         21                 These Long Island railroad tracks are

         22  100 years old. This is a potential lead paint

         23  contamination issue. Please take action today to

         24  assure that the new residents are not subjected to

         25  these potentially lethal health hazards of noise

                                                            8

          1  PLANNING, DISPOSITIONS AND CONCESSIONS

          2  pollution and lead poisoning.

          3                 We ask you to use your power under

          4  City Charter Section 197-d to make a minor

          5  modification to this amendment to rezone for

          6  commercial only not for mixed use.

          7                 Thank you very much.

          8                 CHAIRPERSON MARTINEZ: Thank you.

          9                 Will James Raveneau come up, speaking

         10  on the same item?

         11                 MR. RAVENEAU: My name is James

         12  Raveneau. I live at 42 Buffalo --

         13                 CHAIRPERSON MARTINEZ: Sir, you can

         14  use the easal there, if you like. The

         15  Sergeant-at-Arms will help you with that. Thank you.

         16  HPD.

         17                 MR. RAVENEAU: Okay, good morning. My

         18  name is James Raveneau. I'm a resident of 42 Buffalo

         19  Avenue, and a member of FARR Community Association.

         20                 I am directly affected by this

         21  application by HPD because I have four properties

         22  which I own in that area, from 1996 I bought my

         23  first property and we have continued to develop our

         24  properties in this area. One of the properties that

         25  we own is bordered by HPD and we are seeking for HPD
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          2  to allow us to extend our property by allowing us to

          3  buy some of what they own. And one of the properties

          4  which are privately owned, we are not allowed to buy

          5  it, and we're not allowed, and HPD shows no interest

          6  in allowing us to extend the property.

          7                 One of the things I want to point out

          8  to you is what would happen if we cannot extend the

          9  property. We are asking that HPD allow us to extend

         10  the lots to reach the private lot so it would make

         11  this 90 feet, which would make it possible to

         12  develop it. Because short of that we'd be looking

         13  for lots of different things like we have to go to

         14  the Planning Board and everything else.

         15                 What we're asking at this point is to

         16  go on record that we would like, when HPD has

         17  acquired, lot 53 that we are allowed to extend Lot

         18  47, 48, to 53, to make it possible to develop these

         19  lots.

         20                 I must thank everybody who was

         21  involved in this process, especially Miss Daisy

         22  Lopez, Tracy Boyland, Community Board 3, Land Use

         23  Committee. This is taking a long time. We've worked

         24  on this for many hours, and this is the last

         25  sticking point of this plan, and if this could be
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          2  resolved, this plan would pass the community with

          3  this blessing. And this is the position that we seek

          4  at this point in time.

          5                 CHAIRPERSON MARTINEZ: Are you

          6  speaking in favor or against the application?

          7                 MR. RAVENEAU: We're speaking in favor

          8  of it, but with these amendments.

          9                 CHAIRPERSON MARTINEZ: Thank you.

         10                 MR. RAVENEAU: Okay?

         11                 CHAIRPERSON MARTINEZ: No one else to

         12  speak on this particular item? We're closing Item LU

         13  436, LU 437 and LU 438.

         14                 I'm sorry, we're not closing on the

         15  item. We have HPD speaking on the item.

         16                 ASSISTANT COMMISSIONER CLARK: Good

         17  morning. I'm Carol Clark, Assistant Commissioner for

         18  Local Legislative Affairs at HPD, and I'm joined by

         19  Daisy Lopez, HPD's Deputy Director of Brooklyn

         20  Planning. Thanks for giving us this opportunity to

         21  speak.

         22                 HPD is proposing the second amendment

         23  to the Fulton Park Urban Renewal Plan, rezoning one

         24  block frontage along Atlantic Avenue, and also

         25  disposing of City-owned properties to developers to
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          2  be selected by HPD in Community District 3.

          3                 The proposed second amendment, among

          4  other changes, changed Land Use designation, delete

          5  sites, eliminate proposed street alignments that

          6  were never executed, and extend the life of this

          7  urban renewal plan to 2025. The degree of

          8  consultation concerning this plan with residents,

          9  elected officials, members of the local board, and

         10  others has been very extensive, as Council Members

         11  Vann and Boyland in particular are aware. Dialogue

         12  has been ongoing since the beginning of the year,

         13  and a substantial number of modifications to the

         14  urban renewal amendment were made at various

         15  intervals, including prior to certification and

         16  before the vote of the City Planning Commission.

         17                 HPD and the Department of City

         18  Planning work together to respond to the community's

         19  very detailed recommendations. Several meetings were

         20  held to allow the community to express their

         21  concerns. The actions before the Subcommittee today

         22  reflect a thoroughly collaborative process. Once

         23  enacted they will permit HPD to proceed with the

         24  redevelopment of several long, vacant sites, in

         25  particular the vacant City-owned buildings on Fulton
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          2  Street.

          3                 We're happy to answer any questions,

          4  Council Members, you pose.

          5                 CHAIRPERSON MARTINEZ: Any questions?

          6  Thank you.

          7                 Council Member Boyland.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: Thank you,

          9  Chair Miguel.

         10                 Just a few statements about all of

         11  the work. First, I'd like to commend, of course,

         12  Daisy and Carol from HPD on all their work, as well

         13  as Amy and Carol, for all of their work they have

         14  done.

         15                 Like my neighbor James has said, this

         16  has been almost a labor of love. This has been going

         17  on for ten years, and as I look over at Ms. Maynard

         18  and Ms. Penn, we know that the community and Mr.

         19  Anthony, that everyone has been involved in this

         20  process, and we want to have due process done on

         21  everyone's property in regards to the restructuring

         22  of this community.

         23                 First let me start by making a

         24  statement in regards to site 12.

         25                 Normally if you hear me speak about

                                                            13

          1  PLANNING, DISPOSITIONS AND CONCESSIONS

          2  housing, you know I am definitely pro housing based

          3  on the fact that within the last eight years working

          4  with City Council Member, then Assemblyman Al Vann,

          5  that we have developed more than 100 units of --

          6  actually 1,000 units of housing, starting with

          7  Saratoga 1 through Saratoga 8, moving through the

          8  Homeworks Program, moving through NEP, NRP programs,

          9  and also we've had the availability to do some mixed

         10  use, some store works projects with the City.

         11                 But in this case, in dealing with

         12  site 12, we really believe that the economic

         13  development, there is a need for on Atlantic Avenue,

         14  since it is a major thoroughfare between Manhattan,

         15  when you come off the Brooklyn Bridge, going into

         16  Queens, that there is a need for some development of

         17  commercial property.

         18                 As you know, when you build an

         19  exuberant amount of housing that needs to be offset

         20  kinds of opportunities for people to shop and also

         21  to own in small businesses, so we want to recommend

         22  that there's a development of a commercial site on

         23  Site 12, and I think the City has been forthcoming

         24  in working with us to move that forward.

         25                 There's also been some statements
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          2  made about the location, 1927 Fulton Street, which

          3  is the location of Pleasant Grove Baptist Church,

          4  and the restructuring or the conversation that will

          5  be made in regards to the five lots as said earlier

          6  for Reverend Kelly at Pleasant Grove Baptist Church

          7  to have negotiated sales piece that is done in

          8  regards to the church using that property, as well

          9  as there's some conversation about Herkimer Street,

         10  Mount Calvary Church, that I just wanted to be put

         11  into the record, of them moving forward.

         12                 The latest piece came forward from

         13  Council Member Al Vann and Community Board 3 in

         14  regards to a laundromat on Fulton Street, which we

         15  are, I wanted to just state in the record, we are in

         16  conversation with in regard to the property and

         17  where they stand in lines of this Urban Renewal

         18  Plan.

         19                 So, I'm very pleased with the work

         20  that everyone has done. I commend the Chair for

         21  being very involved and very on top of this issue as

         22  well as HPD. My colleagues, I still want to call him

         23  Assemblyman, but Council Member Al Vann -- that's

         24  history, Al -- and we appreciate all of the time

         25  that you've put into this, and we know that the
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          2  recommendations that have been made today by the

          3  community have been heard and that we want to make

          4  sure that we do right by everyone.

          5                 Thank you, Mr. Chair.

          6                 CHAIRPERSON MARTINEZ: Thank you,

          7  Council Member.

          8                 We're closing up Item LU 436, 437 and

          9  438. We're going to open up LU 490, we'll be coming

         10  back to this particular item, and we have a speaker

         11  on the item and we'll be coming back to the item.

         12                 I want to open up Item LU 496.

         13  Council Member Serrano. No one to speak on that

         14  particular item. I'm closing the item. Opening up --

         15  we're laying over item LU 553, Council Member Reyna.

         16                 We're opening up Item LU 499, Council

         17  Member Clarke. No one to speak on the item, closing

         18  the particular item.

         19                 Opening item LU 517, Council Member

         20  Felder. No one to speak on the item, closing that

         21  particular item.

         22                 Opening up item 519, Council Member

         23  Quinn. No one to speak on the item. Closing the

         24  particular item.

         25                 Opening up item LU 554, Council

                                                            16

          1  PLANNING, DISPOSITIONS AND CONCESSIONS

          2  Member Foster. No one to speak on the item, closing

          3  this particular item.

          4                 Opening up Item LU 555, Council

          5  Member Foster. No one to speak, closing the

          6  particular item.

          7                 Opening up item 557, Council Member

          8  Reyna. No one to speak on the item, closing that

          9  particular item.

         10                 Opening up Item 558. Council Member

         11  Clarke. No one to speak on the item, closing the

         12  particular item.

         13                 Opening up item LU 559, 556, 561 and

         14  562, Council Member Clarke. No one to speak on the

         15  item, closing the particular item. I recommend an

         16  aye vote on that particular item. Council Member

         17  Rivera.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: Thank you very

         19  much, Chairman. I vote aye on all issues pertaining

         20  to today's hearing. Thank you.

         21                 CHAIRPERSON MARTINEZ: Thank you,

         22  Council member.

         23                 Council Member Boyland.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: I stand

         25  corrected, I don't want to -- I want to make sure
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          2  that I'm able to get into heaven. Reverend and

          3  Jameson and Reverend Kelly, they're two different

          4  churches. Christ Fellowship Church is Reverend

          5  Kelly, and Reverend Jameson is at Pleasant Grove.

          6  Thank you very much.

          7                 CHAIRPERSON MARTINEZ: Thank you.

          8                 Council Member Vann.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Thank you. I

         10  want to go to heaven with you. I want to get my

         11  community board names right.

         12                 No, I wish to really have

         13  commendatory comments, both for HPD, Commissioner

         14  Clark, Ms. Lopez, I'm not sure of the title, I'll

         15  make her a commissioner, too, both who worked very

         16  well with the community, were very accommodating.

         17                 Every community should have

         18  leadership as was exhibited in the Land Use

         19  Committee leadership, Community Board 3, both with

         20  Ms. Wilma Maynard and Ms. Doris Penn, both exemplify

         21  community leadership at its best. They were very,

         22  very helpful, spent a lot of time and energy on this

         23  issue, as were individual residents, and also my

         24  economic and housing task force, chaired by Mr. Jim

         25  Robinson and Kalvin Granum (phonetic), all worked
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          2  together, all worked on behalf of the community, and

          3  as a result we have unanimous support for HPD's

          4  recommendation on the amendment of Fulton Park.

          5                 There are some issues that were not

          6  included in the amendment, but there are commitments

          7  that those issues will be resolved forthwith to

          8  another procedure. We are very pleased about that.

          9                 Everyone should have a colleague like

         10  Tracy Boyland. In fact, I'm looking forward to

         11  another colleague like Tracy Boyland, so that we

         12  work well together, her philosophy is contiguous

         13  with mine, the interest of the community is first,

         14  and I know it's been a work of love, labor of love,

         15  working in this venue and to get this resolved.

         16                 Thank you, Mr. Chairman, for the

         17  time, and thank all involved in this particular

         18  amendment.

         19                 CHAIRPERSON MARTINEZ: Thank you,

         20  Councilman.

         21                 I'm calling up Jeffrey Ewing, to

         22  speak on LU 490.

         23                 Will you please identify yourself and

         24  your organization. You need to turn the light off on

         25  the switch.
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          2                 MR. EWING: Good morning, members of

          3  the City Council. My name is Jeffrey Ewing. I'm with

          4  Housing Services, Incorporated. We're a non-profit

          5  housing development and consulting organization.

          6                 I'm here on behalf of the

          7  superintendent of the Edwin Gould Academy, Dr.

          8  Thomas Webber. This is a sponsoring group for the

          9  project that's to be constructed on the site that's

         10  proposed for disposition.

         11                 The Edwin Gould Academy is a

         12  co-educational residential treatment center for

         13  adolescents in the New York City foster care system.

         14  And I'm here today to ask for your support for a

         15  very important project, that will allow us to

         16  provide housing and supportive services to young men

         17  and women exiting from the foster care system.

         18                 One of the most significant and

         19  pressing issues facing New York City is how to

         20  assist the ever-growing number of adolescents who

         21  face the difficult task of making a successful

         22  transition from life as a child within the foster

         23  care system, to live as an adult in their home

         24  communities.

         25                 All too often, these men and women
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          2  quickly become once again wards of the state.

          3                 New York City, where there currently

          4  are approximately 30,000 children in foster care, it

          5  is estimated by the Administration for Children's

          6  Services that 1,200 adolescents age out of the

          7  system each year.

          8                 What happens to these young people

          9  who have spent a significant period of their

         10  adolescents in residential care? Almost all return

         11  to their home communities, some attempt to live with

         12  a friend or family member, others attempt to live

         13  independently. Because most of these former foster

         14  care children have had tenuous relationships with

         15  their families all their lives, and indeed most

         16  replaced within the system due to abuse and their

         17  neglect within the family setting, few make it with

         18  their families. Just as few make it living

         19  independently.

         20                 With virtually no public funding

         21  allocated for after care services, an alarmingly

         22  high percentage of them succumb to homelessness,

         23  unemployment, incarceration, hospitalization,

         24  prostitution, gang involvement, et cetera, et

         25  cetera.
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          2                 In order to deal with this problem,

          3  the Edwin Gould Academy seeks your support for

          4  disposition of a site in East Harlem on which we

          5  will build a residence with supportive services for

          6  former foster care children.

          7                 The Edwin Gould residents will be

          8  constructed on a presently City-owned vacant site at

          9  110th Street in East Harlem, and will contain 52

         10  apartments, 36 studio units, 15 one-bedroom units,

         11  and a two-bedroom unit for the super, and will house

         12  on its ground floor a wide array of social services

         13  provided by the Edwin Gould Academy continuing

         14  education staff, and by other community

         15  organizations that have joined with the Academy in

         16  the East Harlem Exodus Partnership.

         17                 Roughly $9 million is needed to

         18  construct this building, and it's been raised from

         19  federal low-income housing tax credits, the New York

         20  State Homeless Housing and Assistance Corporation,

         21  the Federal Home Loan Bank's Affordable Housing

         22  Program, the Manhattan Borough President's Office

         23  and the Pinkerton Foundation.

         24                 The Edwin Gould residents and the

         25  Exodus Partnership represent a unique combination of
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          2  housing and social services, for a uniquely

          3  disadvantaged segment of our population.

          4                 The project has received the support

          5  of Manhattan Community Board 11, the Manhattan

          6  Borough Presidents and the City Planning Commission,

          7  and we hope that you will also support it.

          8                 Thank you.

          9                 CHAIRPERSON MARTINEZ: Thank you.

         10                 Before we take the items to vote, I

         11  want to acknowledge PS 77 from Manhattan, we have

         12  Don and Sherry who are here with us. Welcome.

         13                 I recommend an aye vote on all the

         14  items presented. Call the roll.

         15                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: Martinez.

         16                 CHAIRPERSON MARTINEZ: Aye.

         17                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: Nelson.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Aye.

         19                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: By a vote of

         20  three in the affirmative, none in the negative and

         21  no abstentions, the aforementioned items are

         22  approved and referred to the full Committee.

         23                 CHAIRPERSON MARTINEZ: Meeting

         24  adjourned. Thank you.

         25                 (Hearing concluded at 10:33 a.m.)
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