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          1  COMMITTEE ON ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION

          2                 CHAIRPERSON GENNARO: If the Sergeants

          3  could get Council Member Gerson, that would be

          4  great.

          5                 Good morning. I'm Council Member Jim

          6  Gennaro, Chair of the New York City Council

          7  Committee on Environmental Protection.

          8                 I'd like to welcome you to this vote

          9  today. Today the Committee will vote on proposed

         10  Intro. 191-A, sponsored by Council Member Gerson, as

         11  well as myself and many other members, a sound piece

         12  of legislation aimed at controlling and lessening

         13  air pollution and thereby improving our environment

         14  and the health of New York City's residents,

         15  visitors and workers.

         16                 The Committee will also vote on the

         17  preconsidered resolution which declares that the

         18  enactment of proposed Intro. 191-A does not have a

         19  significant adverse impact on the environment and is

         20  consistent with the State Environmental Quality

         21  Review Act.

         22                 This past December 2nd, and September

         23  of this year, this Committee held two hearings on

         24  this bill. In light of the testimony received at

         25  both hearings and information gathered thereafter,
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          2  proposed Intro. 191-A was amended.

          3                 As I previously stated, Intro. 191-A

          4  is a complex piece of legislation, which the Council

          5  will closely monitor as it is implemented. Proposed

          6  Intro. 191-A seeks to further improve the health of

          7  New York City's residents, visitors, workers and

          8  environment by requiring the use of ultra-low sulfur

          9  diesel fuel, and the best available technology by

         10  non-road vehicles in City public works construction

         11  in order to reduce their emissions of harmful

         12  pollutants.

         13                 The staff has worked diligently and

         14  closely with the Administration, all the

         15  environmental groups, representatives of the general

         16  contractors and the business sector in an effort to

         17  address the many legislative concerns that each have

         18  raised.

         19                 In my opinion, the final version of

         20  191-A, which is before us today, is a sound and

         21  vital piece of legislation, because as many of you

         22  know, diesel exhaust from non-road vehicles poses

         23  serious health environmental concerns.

         24                 According to USEPA, diesel exhaust is

         25  not only a likely carcinogen, but pollutants that
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          2  are normally associated with diesel emissions, such

          3  as particulate matter and nitrogen oxide, result in

          4  respiratory problems, such as aggravated asthma and

          5  decreased lung function.

          6                 If New Yorkers are to attain and

          7  maintain a healthy lifestyle, it is vital that our

          8  City adopt and support measures aimed at protecting

          9  improving the public health and environment by

         10  making sure that we have cleaner air.

         11                 To this end, Intro. 191-A is an

         12  important step in the right direction, a sound piece

         13  of legislation whereby construction activities can

         14  occur while simultaneously promoting a cleaner,

         15  healthier environment.

         16                 We will now proceed to the vote on

         17  proposed Intro. 191-A, and the preconsidered

         18  resolution.

         19                 Before I do that, I just want to

         20  indicate that the major changes to the bill since

         21  the last time we all heard it, is that it went from

         22  60 horsepower and greater engines, to 50 horsepower

         23  and greater engines.

         24                 And we also excluded the application

         25  to horticultural maintenance vehicles used for
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          2  landscaping purposes that are powered by a non-road

          3  engine of 65 horsepower or less and that are not

          4  used in any construction program, or project.

          5                 We also mandated that all of the

          6  right to know -- pardon me -- that all of the

          7  reporting requirements are listed in the annual

          8  report. That summarizes the changes.

          9                 I would like to thank Committee

         10  staff, Donna DeCostanzo, Richard Colon, my own Chief

         11  of Staff Lenny Spieler, all the many groups that

         12  were involved in this, the American Lung

         13  Association, all the environmental groups, I think

         14  we have Andy Daryl with us today, the General

         15  Contractors, many thanks to Chris Manning from the

         16  Mayor's Office for his diligent efforts, all of the

         17  Committee members and members of the Council who

         18  graciously supported this bill, and of course,

         19  mostly Alan Gerson for putting forward this

         20  legislation in the first place, and for all his

         21  great efforts and the efforts of his staff.

         22                 Okay, and we have to vote, so I call

         23  upon the clerk to call the roll.

         24                 First we have to vote on the

         25  preconsidered resolution, which indicates that the
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          2  enactment of proposed Intro. 191-A does not have

          3  significant adverse impact on the environment and is

          4  consistent with the State Environmental Quality

          5  Review Act.

          6                 So, we'll vote on that first, and

          7  then we'll have a separate roll call on Intro.

          8  191-A.

          9                 Clerk, please call the roll.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gennaro.

         11                 CHAIRPERSON GENNARO: Aye.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lopez.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: Aye.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Koppell.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Aye.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vallone.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Aye.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: By a vote of four in

         19  the affirmative, zero in the negative, no

         20  abstentions, the preconsidered resolution is

         21  adopted.

         22                 CHAIRPERSON GENNARO: Okay. And before

         23  we take the next vote, I will quickly regain my

         24  manners and recognize the members of the Committee

         25  who join us here today.
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          2                 Peter Vallone, Jr., from Queens;

          3  Council Member Koppell, from the Bronx; Council

          4  Member Gerson, from Manhattan, the prime sponsor of

          5  this legislation; Council Member Lopez, from

          6  Manhattan. So that's it.

          7                 Now we'll proceed with the vote on

          8  191-A, and will the clerk please call the roll.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gennaro.

         10                 CHAIRPERSON GENNARO: Aye.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lopez.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: Permission to

         13  explain my vote?

         14                 CHAIRPERSON GENNARO: Yes.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: I just want to

         16  make clear that Council Member Alan Gerson have

         17  given the biggest gift possible to give to

         18  Manhattan, clean air, and during this season that's

         19  very important. I vote aye.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Koppell.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: If I could

         22  have just a moment, Mr. Chairman? I want to first

         23  congratulate Councilman Gerson for his contribution,

         24  which is important. I hope it's just a first step in

         25  the series of things that we can do to clean the
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          2  air, which is a critical priority. I know the

          3  Council staff worked hard to get the bill through

          4  and to get the Administration support for which I

          5  think they deserve. Congratulations. As do you. I

          6  withdraw my request and vote in the affirmative.

          7                 CHAIRPERSON GENNARO: Thank you.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vallone.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Mr. Chair, a

         10  moment?

         11                 I just want to thank you for your

         12  leadership on this, and Council Member Gerson, for

         13  your great efforts. Both of you are champions in the

         14  environment and I'm proud to stand with you on this

         15  bill. But especially, as Council Member Koppell

         16  said, to the staff, like Donna DeCostanzo, who spent

         17  days and weeks negotiating this with the Mayor's

         18  side, and so we can all stand together and be proud

         19  today to protect the environment.

         20                 I vote aye.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: By a vote of four in

         22  the affirmative, zero in the negative, no

         23  abstentions, item is adopted.

         24                 Council members, please sign the

         25  Committee reports. Thank you.
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          2                 CHAIRPERSON GENNARO: Thank you. Thank

          3  you all very much.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Mr. Chair, may

          5  I be recognized for a very brief moment?

          6                 CHAIRPERSON GENNARO: Oh, of course.

          7  Of course. Yes, we tried to wait to have you here

          8  earlier. We were sort of pushed into moving along

          9  without you.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Oh, no, no,

         11  no.

         12                 CHAIRPERSON GENNARO: Of course, by

         13  all means, Council Member Gerson, who really brings

         14  us all here today, has a brief statement.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: No, no, and

         16  the most important activity was the vote. I just

         17  wanted to briefly, first of all, acknowledge my

         18  appreciation for all the kind remarks and words

         19  mentioned earlier, but I want to stress that this is

         20  a major and historic step forward, and it was

         21  accomplished because it was a team, a team effort.

         22  Mr. Chair, you, as I said before, you are the

         23  captain of the team. We're lucky to have you as our

         24  chair and your leadership has made this possible.

         25  The support of all of my colleagues, starting with
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          2  my neighbor and colleague, Council Member Lopez, who

          3  always keeps me on the mark from my neighboring

          4  district, but all of my colleagues, Council Member

          5  Koppell and Council Member Vallone, you're

          6  involvement and support is greatly appreciated. It

          7  was a team effort with the involvement of the

          8  environmental organizations of the American Lung

          9  Association, represented by Craig Wilson, the

         10  Environmental Defense Fund, represented by Andy

         11  Darryl, Bob Muldoon of the Sierra Club, also Richard

         12  Katz, who is not here, NRDC, all of those. It was

         13  great to have the input of the Contractors

         14  Association work with Jim Elmer, and really I must

         15  thank, it has been such a pleasure to work with

         16  Donna DeCostanzo and get to know her so well over

         17  this. We're fortunate to have her and Richard Colon,

         18  and joined by the outstanding team we have in my

         19  office, with Avi Turkell, who is here. So, we've

         20  given our lungs a holiday present, and on behalf of

         21  our lungs I thank all, it's a pleasure to be part of

         22  this, and Richard Colon, of course for all of your

         23  help. So, onwards and forwards, and this is just one

         24  step, many more to come.

         25                 Thank you all very much.
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          2                 CHAIRPERSON GENNARO: Thank you,

          3  Council Member Gerson.

          4                 We are adjourned.

          5                 (Hearing concluded at 11:09 a.m.)
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          5     STATE OF NEW YORK   )
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          9                 I, CINDY MILLELOT, a Certified

         10  Shorthand Reporter and Notary Public in and for the

         11  State of New York, do hereby certify that the

         12  foregoing is a true and accurate transcript of the

         13  within proceeding.

         14                 I further certify that I am not

         15  related to any of the parties to this action by

         16  blood or marriage, and that I am in no way

         17  interested in the outcome of this matter.

         18                 IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto

         19  set my hand this 15th day of December 2003.
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