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          2                 SPEAKER MILLER: I'm sure everyone

          3  here is as anxious to go watch the Yankee game as I

          4  am. No? Mets fans all of you? Come on, let's see the

          5  Yankee fans. There have got to be some Yankee fans

          6  there.

          7                 Please come on up. We're joined by

          8  Councilman Tony Avella who is here, and let me ask

          9  Tony to introduce the coach and people from Bayside

         10  Little League.

         11                 Tony, please.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Thank you, Mr.

         13  Speaker. We're joined here today by the winners of

         14  the New York City Championship of the Little League,

         15  and the Bayside Little League. They're from my

         16  district. And what I'd like to introduce is the

         17  Commissioner of the Bayside Little League, Bob Reed,

         18  to maybe mention everybody who is on the team, say a

         19  little bit about winning the championship.

         20                 And by the way, Bob is also a New

         21  York City Police Department detective.

         22                 SPEAKER MILLER: Well, before we do

         23  that, we'd like to ask the clerk to read the

         24  Proclamation.

         25                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Council, City of
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          2  New York, Proclamation.

          3                 Whereas, the Council of the City of

          4  New York is pleased and honored, and honors all the

          5  players on Bayside Little League 2003, 12-year-old

          6  Section 3 championship team for winning the New York

          7  State Major Division Little League Championship

          8  Tournament; and

          9                 Whereas: Today we honor all the

         10  student athletes on Bayside Little League's Section

         11  #3 Championship Team, a group of young men who with

         12  great determination, focus and talent, have overcome

         13  numerous obstacles on their way to capturing the New

         14  York State Major Division Little League Championship

         15  and solidify their reputation as one of our City's

         16  finest teams; and

         17                 Whereas: This group of talented 12

         18  year old boys have been together for four years,

         19  during which time they have won 7 championships,

         20  including the District 26 Championship twice, this

         21  year they became only the 2nd team in Bayside fifty

         22  year history to win the New York City Championship;

         23  and

         24                 Whereas: In addition to being

         25  outstanding ball-players, the boys are excellent
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          2  students, being honors students or on the

          3  Principal's list at their respective schools; and

          4                 Whereas: The players have received

          5  recognition for their excellence on the diamond,

          6  most notably from the New York Yankees who not only

          7  sent each player a letter of congratulation but also

          8  had the team out to Yankee Stadium on August 24th

          9  where they gave them gifts, a tour of Monument Park,

         10  and the thrill of seeing their names up on the

         11  scoreboard; and

         12                 Whereas: The players of Bayside

         13  Little League exemplify the principles of fair play,

         14  sportsmanship, and teamwork, and are great

         15  representatives of community sports at its finest.

         16  They have made us all proud and we congratulate them

         17  on their success; now, therefore

         18                 Be it Known: That the Council of the

         19  City of New York honors the BAYSIDE LITTLE LEAGUE 12

         20  YEAR OLD SECTION #3 NEW YORK CITY CHAMPS on winning

         21  the New York State Major Division Little League

         22  Championship, and congratulates all the members of

         23  the team:

         24                 JOHN APOSTOLO.

         25                 SEAN DONNELLY.
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          2                 MIKE KEEN.

          3                 STEVE KINNALY.

          4                 JOE MARDEN.

          5                 ROB RENZI.

          6                 CAL STERNICK.

          7                 NICK COPELLI.

          8                 ANDREW HAVERLIN.

          9                 VINNIE LANNECE.

         10                 DEREK LAMACCHIA.

         11                 MIKE McMANUS.

         12                 KEVIN SMITH.

         13                 MATTHEW VALLE.

         14                 JORGE YNOA.

         15                 Signed this 30th day of September in

         16  the year Two Thousand and Three, Gifford Miller,

         17  Speaker for the Entire Council; Tony Avella, Council

         18  Member, 19th District, Queens.

         19                 SPEAKER MILLER: Well, we are indeed

         20  honored to have you with us and we congratulate all

         21  of you on your accomplishments. You do our City

         22  proud.

         23                 Bob, if you want to say a few words?

         24                 MR. REED: Thank you. I just want to

         25  thank the Council for letting us come here today and
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          2  honor these boys, actually young men now, and I'm

          3  going to ask John to introduce them. John, would

          4  you, please.

          5                 John Smith is our manager. Thank you.

          6                 MR. SMITH: I'd like to first

          7  introduce my coaches. Owen Donnelly. Frank

          8  Lamacchia. We have Cal Sternick. Step out, Cal.

          9  Derek Lamacchia. John Apostolo. Andrew Haverlin. Joe

         10  Marden. Michael McManus. Matthew Valle. Jorge Ynoa.

         11  Sean Donnelly. Nick Copelli. Steve Kinnaly. Rob

         12  Renzi and Kevin Smith.

         13                 MR. REED: Thank you, John.

         14                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you all for

         15  being here. And for those of you who are Yankee

         16  fans, thank you for your support for our great team.

         17                 Council Member Baez. There she is.

         18  Maria.

         19                 Council Member Maria Baez. Could we

         20  ask Chester Higgins to come up. Chester.

         21                 We have a special guest today. Thank

         22  you so much. Chester Higgins, who is here, and who

         23  has contributed so much to this City and to the way

         24  we understand this City, and I know Council Member

         25  Baez is going to want to say a few words. We'll have
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          2  the clerk read the proclamation and then she'll say

          3  a few words.

          4                 Victor.

          5                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: The Council, City

          6  of New York, Proclamation.

          7                 Whereas: The Council of the City of

          8  New York is pleased and proud to join family,

          9  friends and distinguished community members in

         10  honoring Chester A. Higgins, Jr. for his enduring

         11  creative legacy and contributions to culture; and

         12                 Whereas: Chester Higgins, Jr. is an

         13  internationally renowned photographer whose work has

         14  not only informed and strengthened our understanding

         15  of society; but has added depth and dimension to the

         16  African-American experience; and

         17                 Whereas: A staff photographer for the

         18  New York Times since 1975, Chester has added to the

         19  possible ways of knowing the world. He is a man

         20  whose sensibility and rigorous aesthetic have

         21  increased the potential of our moments; his images

         22  reveal the dignity, humanity and spirit of his

         23  subjects in ways that are compelling and luminous;

         24  and

         25                 Whereas: Chester Higgins, Jr. is both
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          2  witness and storyteller: he has used his gifts to

          3  document and to discover meaning in the African

          4  Diasporic community; he is a "cultural

          5  anthropologist" in whose hands the camera has become

          6  a tool to challenge our habitual ways of seeing; and

          7                 Whereas: With numerous monographs to

          8  his credit and solo exhibitions which have appeared

          9  in such prestigious venues as the International

         10  Center of Photography; The Smithsonian Institution;

         11  The Schomburg Center and The New York Historical

         12  Society, Chester Higgins, Jr. has truly earned the

         13  reputation of being one of the foremost

         14  photographers of his generation, his latest book,

         15  "Elder Grace. The Nobility of Aging," is an

         16  expansive and deeply lyrical examination of the

         17  aging process; and

         18                 Whereas: As an artist, teacher and

         19  mentor, Chester Higgins, Jr. is has bestowed upon us

         20  an extraordinary body of work; through his

         21  photographs, he has shed light on the history and

         22  heritage of people of African descent and has added

         23  to our present day expressions of social and

         24  cultural significance; now, therefore

         25                 Be It Known: That the Council of the
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          2  City of New York honors CHESTER HIGGINS, JR. for his

          3  exceptional contributions to our cultural heritage.

          4                 Signed this 30th day of September in

          5  the year Two Thousand and Three.

          6                 Gifford Miller, Speaker for the

          7  Entire Council; Maria Baez, Council Member, 14th

          8  District, Bronx.

          9                 SPEAKER MILLER: Chester, we're

         10  extremely honored to have you with us, and thank you

         11  for all you've done for our City and for the world.

         12  Before we have you speak, I would like to give Maria

         13  and Betsy have the opportunity to say a few words.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ: Thank you, Mr.

         15  Speaker.

         16                 It's indeed an honor for me, Mr.

         17  Higgins, to commend you for your work in this great

         18  City.  Through your photographs, we will be able to

         19  grow old gracefully, with dignity and nobility, so I

         20  thank you for your many contributions to this great

         21  City. Thank you.

         22                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Just let me

         23  say, Chester, who is a friend, very long, long

         24  standing, not an old friend, what Maria is referring

         25  I think is the exhibition he did on women, women as
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          2  they get older, "Elder Grace," which is at the New

          3  York Historical Society. It was a spectacular

          4  exhibition, among the hundreds that he's done, and

          5  so I'm thrilled to be here today and to congratulate

          6  my dear friend.

          7                 SPEAKER MILLER: Will you grace us

          8  with a few words? We would be honored.

          9                 MR. HIGGINS: Thank you very much. My

         10  whole reason for trying to do this project is that

         11  aging in America has a negative image problem, and

         12  too often people feel estranged because they are

         13  aging. You know, we all want to live a long time, we

         14  just don't want to get old to do it. So, I'm trying

         15  to paint a different kind of view of aging that

         16  shows that aging gracefully can become a work of

         17  art.

         18                 Thank you very much.

         19                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you. Thank you

         20  so much.

         21                 My colleagues, if I could just before

         22  we begin the meeting, I want to note that we've been

         23  joined by tenth, seventh and eighth grade students

         24  from the City, who are sitting in the back right

         25  part of the room, as you look in the back. They've
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          2  joined us as part of the "Home of the Free," a photo

          3  journalism program sponsored by Washington Mutual

          4  and New York Historical Society and the Home of the

          5  Free program teaches students how to become photo

          6  journalists by encouraging them to take photos of

          7  public servants at work, and certainly it's

          8  appropriate to have you here when we're honoring a

          9  great New York Times photographer, like Chester

         10  Higgins. So, we're honored to have you. Thank you

         11  all for being here and for what you're doing.

         12  Congratulations.

         13                 And there are actually several

         14  Council members here who are ready to pose for you

         15  any time. I won't say which ones.

         16                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Should we

         17  have the Stated Meeting of September 30th come to

         18  order?

         19                 Roll call.

         20                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Addabbo.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Here.

         22                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Avella.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Here.

         24                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Baez.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ: Here.
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          2                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Barron.

          3                 (No response.)

          4                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Boyland.

          5                 (No response.)

          6                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Brewer.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Here.

          8                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Clarke.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Here.

         10                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Comrie.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Here.

         12                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: DeBlasio.

         13                 (No response.)

         14                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Dilan.

         15                 (No response.)

         16                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Espada.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER ESPADA: Here.

         18                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Felder.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Here.

         20                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Fidler.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Here.

         22                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Foster.

         23                 (No response.)

         24                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gallagher.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Here.
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          2                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gennaro.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Here.

          4                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gentile.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: Here.

          6                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gerson.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Here.

          8                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gioia.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: Here.

         10                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gonzalez.

         11                 (No response.)

         12                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Jackson.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Here.

         14                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Jennings.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER JENNINGS: Here.

         16                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Katz.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Here.

         18                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Koppell.

         19                 (No response.)

         20                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Lanza.

         21                 (No response.)

         22                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Liu.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Here.

         24                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Lopez.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: Here.
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          2                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Martinez.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Here.

          4                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: McMahon.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Here.

          6                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Monserrate.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Here.

          8                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Moskowitz.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER MOSKOWITZ: Here.

         10                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Nelson.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Here.

         12                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Perkins.

         13                 (No response.)

         14                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Provenzano.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: Here.

         16                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Quinn.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: Here.

         18                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Recchia.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Here.

         20                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Reed.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: Here.

         22                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Reyna.

         23                 (No response.)

         24                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Sanders.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Here.
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          2                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Seabrook.

          3                 (No response.)

          4                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Sears.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Here.

          6                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Serrano.

          7                 (No response.)

          8                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Stewart.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Yes.

         10                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Vallone.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Here.

         12                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Vann.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Here.

         14                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Weprin.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Here.

         16                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Yassky.

         17                 (No response.)

         18                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Oddo.

         19                 (No response.)

         20                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Rivera.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: Here.

         22                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Speaker Miller.

         23                 SPEAKER MILLER: Here.

         24                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: A quorum is

         25  present.
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          2                 We will delay the Invocation until

          3  the Rabbi shows up.

          4                 Adoption of the Minutes.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: None.

          6                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Messages and

          7  Papers from the Mayor.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 710.

          9                 SPEAKER MILLER: Received, ordered,

         10  printed and filed.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 711.

         12                 SPEAKER MILLER: Rules, Privileges and

         13  Elections.

         14                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM:

         15  Communication from City, County and Borough Offices.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 712.

         17                 SPEAKER MILLER: Rules, Privileges and

         18  Elections.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 713 on page

         20  one through M 739 on page five.

         21                 SPEAKER MILLER: All referred to the

         22  Committee on Transportation.

         23                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Petitions

         24  and Communications.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: None.
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          2                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Land Use

          3  Call-Ups.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: None.

          5                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM:

          6  Communication from the Speaker.

          7                 SPEAKER MILLER: None.

          8                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Discussion

          9  of General Orders.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: None.

         11                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Report of

         12  Special Committees.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: None.

         14                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Reports of

         15  Standing Committees.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports of the

         17  Committee on Finance.

         18                 Preconsidered Reso 1063.

         19                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

         20  General Order Calendar.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Preconsidered

         22  LU 532 and companion Reso 1071.

         23                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

         24  General Order Calendar.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports of the
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          2  Committee on Housing and Buildings.

          3                 Preconsidered Intro. 573.

          4                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

          5  General Order Calendar.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Preconsidered

          7  Intro. 574.

          8                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

          9  General Order Calendar.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Preconsidered

         11  Intro. 575.

         12                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

         13  General Order Calendar.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports of the

         15  Committee on Land Use.

         16                 LU 484 and companion Reso 1072.

         17                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

         18  General Order Calendar.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 485 and

         20  companion Reso 1073.

         21                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 507 and

         23  companion Reso 1074.

         24                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 511 and
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          2  companion Reso 1075.

          3                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 512 and

          5  companion Reso 1076.

          6                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 514 and

          8  companion Reso 1077.

          9                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 533 and

         11  companion Reso 1078.

         12                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Preconsidered

         14  that item was.

         15                 Preconsidered LU 534 and companion

         16  Reso 1079.

         17                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Preconsidered

         19  LU 535 and companion Reso 1080.

         20                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports of the

         22  Committee on Parks and Recreation.

         23                 Preconsidered Intro. 565.

         24                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports of the
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          2  Committee on Rules, Privileges and Elections.

          3                 Preconsidered M 740 and companion

          4  Reso 1081.

          5                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports of the

          7  Committee on Transportation.

          8                 Intro. 195-A.

          9                 SPEAKER MILLER: Amended and coupled

         10  on the General Order Calendar.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Intro. 262-A.

         12                 SPEAKER MILLER: Amended and laid

         13  over.

         14                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: General

         15  Order Calendar.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Intro. 482-A.

         17                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

         18  General Order Calendar.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reso 289-A.

         20                 SPEAKER MILLER: Laid over.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Resolution

         22  appointing various persons Commissioner of Deeds.

         23                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

         24  General Order Calendar.

         25                 At this point I guess we do a break
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          2  in order to have our invocation.

          3                 Rabbi, thank you for being here with

          4  us.

          5                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: All rise.

          6                 RABBI GLASS: Men and women of the

          7  City Council, one of the kindnesses bestowed on

          8  humanity by our Creator is this unit of time. If

          9  night did not follow day or weekend follow week, it

         10  would be too difficult to put past failings behind

         11  us in order to start anew. All the more so with the

         12  old year coming to an end and the new year just

         13  beginning, we have yet another opportunity to let go

         14  of the past and strive for better from ourselves and

         15  for our City.

         16                 Let me therefore wish that all of us

         17  be inscribed in the book of life for a happy and

         18  healthy new year.

         19                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         20  Member Simcha Felder. Motion to spread the

         21  invocation, Simcha.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Motion to

         23  spread the invocation in full.

         24                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         25                 SPEAKER MILLER: At this point I'd
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          2  like to ask the clerk to call the roll on all items

          3  coupled on the general order calendar.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Addabbo.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Aye.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Avella.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Aye.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Baez.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ: Aye.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Barron.

         11                 (No response.)

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Boyland.

         13                 (No response.)

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Brewer.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Aye,

         16  particularly on LU 533, Resolution 1078. That is a

         17  West Side Urban Renewal, Ballet Hispanical

         18  (phonetic). New building, wonderful project. I vote

         19  aye.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Clarke.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Aye on all.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Comrie.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Present. Aye

         24  on all.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Espada.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER ESPADA: Espada votes

          3  aye on all.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Felder.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Aye.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Fidler.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Aye.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Foster.

          9                 (No response.)

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gallagher.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Aye.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gennaro.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Aye.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gentile.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: Aye on all.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gerson.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Yes on all.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gioia.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: I vote yes on

         20  all.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gonzalez.

         22                 (No response.)

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jackson.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Aye on all.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jennings.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER JENNINGS: Aye on all.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Katz.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Aye on all.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Liu.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Yes.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lopez.

          8                 (No response.)

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Martinez.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Aye on all,

         11  especially Intro. 195-A.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: McMahon.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Aye on all.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Monserrate.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Aye on

         16  all.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Moskowitz.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER MOSKOWITZ: Aye on all.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Nelson.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Aye on all.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Perkins.

         22                 (No response.)

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Provenzano.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: Yes.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Quinn.

                                                            27

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: Aye on all.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Recchia.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Aye.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reed.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: Aye on all.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sanders.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Yes to all.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Seabrook.

         10                 (No response.)

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sears.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Aye on all.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Serrano.

         14                 (No response.)

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Stewart.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Yes.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vallone.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Aye on all.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vann.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Aye.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Weprin.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Aye on all.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Yassky.

         24                 (No response.)

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Boyland.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: Aye on all.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Rivera.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA:  Aye on all.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Speaker Miller.

          6                 SPEAKER MILLER:  Aye on all.

          7                 And let me just say if I knew this

          8  was going to happen when Chicago made the World

          9  Series, I would have supported them not going back

         10  to the playoffs for many, many, many years.

         11                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Excuse me,

         12  Mr. Speaker. I didn't quite understand your comment.

         13                 SPEAKER MILLER: Chicago is in the

         14  playoffs.

         15                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Oh.

         16                 SPEAKER MILLER: And the reason that

         17  the Yankees are playing day, they would always play

         18  at night, except for that Chicago has not been to

         19  the playoffs for -- Frankie, how many years has it

         20  been? I know you're a big baseball fan. Many years.

         21  Which is why the Yankees are playing now. Do we know

         22  the score?

         23                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you

         24  very much.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Koppell.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Aye.

          3                 SPEAKER MILLER: It's nothing nothing

          4  at the end of one, my press staff informs me.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: Anybody on the

          6  field yet?

          7                 SPEAKER MILLER: No. No one is on the

          8  field. Not anymore.

          9                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: All items on

         10  today's General Order Calendar were adopted by a

         11  vote of 37 in the affirmative, zero in the negative

         12  and zero abstentions.

         13                 Discussion of Resolutions.

         14                 Oh, I'm sorry, Introduction and

         15  Reading of Bills. I thought we just did that.

         16                 SPEAKER MILLER: All items are

         17  referred to the Committee as indicated on the

         18  agenda.

         19                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Discussion

         20  of Resolutions.

         21                 Council Member Avella.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Thank you,

         23  Madam Public Advocate.

         24                 I would just like to call my

         25  colleagues' attention to Reso 492, which is asking
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          2  the State Legislature to enact mandatory boating

          3  education.

          4                 Over 80 percent of all the accidents

          5  that occur on our waterways across this country

          6  occur by people who have not taken any water safety

          7  education courses.

          8                 If you could imagine for one instance

          9  the fact that everybody must have a permit to drive

         10  a car, a person can go out and buy a 60 foot yacht

         11  and not have one hour of training. This is an

         12  important piece of legislation, and I urge my

         13  colleagues to support it. Thank you, Madam Public

         14  Advocate.

         15                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

         16  Council Member.

         17                 Council Member Brewer.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Thank you very

         19  much.

         20                 There are a few things that we've

         21  introduced today. One, Intro. 567, talks about the

         22  sale of violent video --

         23                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         24  Member, this is only Resolutions. I think you're on

         25  the wrong page.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Oh, I'm sorry.

          3  I apologize.

          4                 Okay, two resolutions, 1060 and 1061,

          5  that we're introducing today. Is that all right to

          6  talk about them?

          7                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: No, sorry.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: I'll wait til

          9  later.

         10                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Sorry, 1059

         11  is the last one. Council Member Jennings.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER JENNINGS: Madam Public

         13  Advocate, since I notice the Chambers is half empty,

         14  I request three minutes to filibuster?

         15                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Not on

         16  resolutions. Sorry.

         17                 Seeing nobody else, Resolutions.

         18  You're going to vote, remember, with an aye or a

         19  nay, and we'll run through these quickly, because we

         20  know why.

         21                 Resolution 288-A.

         22                 All in favor?

         23                 Opposed?

         24                 Reso is adopted.

         25                 Resolution 492.
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          2                 All in favor?

          3                 Opposed?

          4                 Adopted.

          5                 Resolution 552-A.

          6                 In favor?

          7                 Opposed?

          8                 Adopted.

          9                 Res 959.

         10                 In favor?

         11                 Opposed?

         12                 Adopted.

         13                 Reso 996.

         14                 In favor?

         15                 Opposed?

         16                 Adopted.

         17                 Reso 999.

         18                 In favor?

         19                 Opposed?

         20                 Adopted.

         21                 Reso 1030.

         22                 In favor?

         23                 Opposed?

         24                 Adopted.

         25                 Reso 1031-A.
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          2                 In favor?

          3                 Opposed?

          4                 Adopted.

          5                 Reso 1032-A.

          6                 In favor?

          7                 Opposed?

          8                 Adopted.

          9                 Reso 133-A.

         10                 In favor?

         11                 Opposed?

         12                 Adopted.

         13                 Reso 1034-A.

         14                 In favor?

         15                 Opposed?

         16                 Adopted.

         17                 Reso 1035-A.

         18                 In favor?

         19                 Opposed?

         20                 Adopted.

         21                 Reso 1036-A.

         22                 In favor?

         23                 Opposed?

         24                 Resolution is adopted, with the

         25  exception of the Council member.
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          2                 Reso 1037-A.

          3                 In favor?

          4                 Opposed?

          5                 Adopted.

          6                 Preconsidered Reso 1059.

          7                 In favor?

          8                 Opposed?

          9                 Adopted.

         10                 General Discussion.

         11                 Council Member Avella.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Very quickly,

         13  Madam Public Advocate.

         14                 I'd just like to call my colleague's

         15  attention to Intro. 566. This is an extremely

         16  important piece of legislation.

         17                 Many of us have had to deal with the

         18  Board of Standards and Appeals and its many rather

         19  onerous decisions in the City of New York ever since

         20  the Board of Estimate was eliminated. This bill

         21  would amend the City Charter, allowing Council

         22  members to call up any action of the BSA before our

         23  body to sustain, modify or completely overturn this

         24  action.

         25                 Board of Standards and Appeals has
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          2  become a power unto itself, no agency, no board that

          3  is comprised of appointed Commissioners should have

          4  the power that BSA currently has. That type of power

          5  should always be vested in elected officials, and

          6  that's what this legislation would do.

          7                 I urge my colleagues to sign onto it.

          8                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you.

          9                 Council Member Felder.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Excuse me.

         11                 Thank you, Madam Public Advocate. We

         12  just passed the Hebrew New Year, Rosh Hashana and

         13  we're approaching Yom Kippur, I wanted to ask

         14  forgiveness from my colleagues, as well as everyone

         15  else who I work for here at the City Council and

         16  anywhere else for anything that I've said or done,

         17  or things that I should have said or should have

         18  done and I hope to be able to come back next year at

         19  the same time and make this a much shorter speech.

         20  But being here now for the second year, I think that

         21  I need forgiveness probably for more than I needed

         22  the first time, and I appreciate very much your

         23  considering my request.

         24                 Thank you.

         25                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.
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          2                 Council Member Nelson.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: I'm

          4  considering it, Simcha, but I'll let you know. Give

          5  me a couple of days, all right?

          6                 My colleagues, I want to bring to

          7  your attention three resos on the agenda, 1064, 1065

          8  and 1066. They're all pro-veteran issues, and along

          9  with my fellow prime Council sponsors, James Sanders

         10  and Alan Gerson, we believe we must do as much as we

         11  possibly can for our nation's veterans. The resos

         12  will support bills in Congress that will reduce the

         13  backlog, over 500,000 by the way, these are pending

         14  with the Department of Veterans Affairs.

         15                 These resolutions also will permit

         16  veterans, who have a service-connected disability,

         17  to receive both retirement pay and disability

         18  compensation.

         19                 The last reso calls for a more

         20  equitable formula for medical appropriations funding

         21  across the country. With over 25 million honorably

         22  discharged veterans in our country, we should be

         23  extending our everlasting thanks for the sacrifices.

         24  One way to do so is to ensure that they get the

         25  benefits and services due them.
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          2                 These veterans, some of them are

          3  floundering. We're losing veterans at the rate of

          4  about 1,000 a day, the least we can do for what

          5  they're doing for us, even presently in other parts

          6  of the world, is to sign onto this resolution.

          7                 Thank you, Madam Public Advocate.

          8                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          9  Member Brewer.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Thank you very

         11  much.

         12                 I rise to talk about Intro on video

         13  games that are violent and not selling them to

         14  minors. We have received many such calls and it's an

         15  intro that I think will be quite popular.

         16                 Second, there are two resolutions

         17  talking about tax deductions, trying to eliminate

         18  them to clubs that discriminate and we are

         19  supporting Congresswoman Maloney who has a national

         20  bill on that subject, and also asking the State of

         21  New York, which can actually pass legislation, to do

         22  the same thing.

         23                 I urge you to sign on. Thank you very

         24  much.

         25                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council
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          2  Member Stewart.

          3                 Council Member Gallagher.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Thank you,

          5  Madam Public Advocate.

          6                 I just wanted to thank my colleagues

          7  and also to thank the Chairperson of the Parks

          8  Committee, Council Member Addabbo, for continuing

          9  the bill that we passed today, Intro. 565, which

         10  renamed streets throughout the City of New York for

         11  victims of September 11th.

         12                 Let me say, from the experience that

         13  I've had in my community, how important these

         14  measures are and how important it is to the family

         15  members to have this lasting tribute so that when

         16  children walk by on their way to school, and they

         17  look up and they see their street name change,

         18  they're going to be forever remembered of the

         19  horrors of September 11th.

         20                 So, I thank the Chairman of that

         21  Committee, and I'd like to also thank in particular

         22  for the passage of Kenneth Ledee Way in Middle

         23  Village, Queens, which is also included in this

         24  bill, and I appreciate my colleagues supporting this

         25  unanimously.
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          2                 Thank you, Madam Public Advocate.

          3                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Could we

          4  call the roll on the five members who just came in?

          5  Thank you.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Barron.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Here.

          8                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Vote.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Aye on all.

         10  And I'm here.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Foster.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Aye on all.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Perkins.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Present. And

         15  I want permission, consent to vote on all Land Use

         16  Call-Ups, all preconsidered resos and all items on

         17  the General Order Calendar.

         18                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: I vote aye on

         20  all.

         21                 Thank you.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Serrano.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER SERRANO: I'd like

         24  consent to vote aye on all coupled general orders,

         25  and all resolutions.
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          2                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Yassky.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: I request

          5  permission to explain my vote.

          6                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: I would like

          8  to vote aye on all coupled general orders and on all

          9  resolutions, and I would like to thank Chair Bill

         10  Perkins for his leadership and his support on Intro.

         11  552-A, calling on the State to pass the same

         12  campaign finance system we have here in New York

         13  City, as we all know, having lived it, New York City

         14  as the best campaign finance system in the country,

         15  we should be a model for other jurisdictions, and as

         16  other jurisdictions throughout the country are

         17  looking at our City as a model, New York State

         18  closer to home, ought to take us as a model as well.

         19                 So, thank you very much.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Barron.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Yes, I'd like

         22  to change my vote. I vote aye on all, except for

         23  General Order Calendar item Intro. 482-A, I vote no.

         24                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         25  Member Sanders. I'm sorry, I didn't see you.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Thank you,

          3  Madam Public Advocate.

          4                 I'd like to take this moment to

          5  publicly issue forgiveness to Council Member Felder.

          6  You are forgiven, my friend, don't do it again.

          7                 I also want to say that as a veteran

          8  I am calling on all of my colleagues to support the

          9  veterans legislation. We supported them going to

         10  war, we're saying that we support the troops, now

         11  support them when they come home when they really

         12  need you more than ever.

         13                 I also want to draw attention of this

         14  great body and let you know that we have been

         15  visited by our cousins from across the sea. We have

         16  in the audience today our Council member, what they

         17  call Counselor, Tony Kennedy who is chair of the

         18  Ashton Ward in Birmingham, England. Mr. Kennedy.

         19                 And we also have Lorraine Bristol,

         20  who is God willing a future Council Member there.

         21  And we also have my constituent, Ms. Goldsmith, who

         22  I trust she doesn't want to be Council member here.

         23                 We're grateful, and, of course, our

         24  photographer, the best photographer in New York

         25  City, Mr. Love.
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          2                 Thank you for being here, and while

          3  they were here they concluded some business with the

          4  Queens DA, and now we have an international witness

          5  protection program. Well, I hope to go as a witness,

          6  not needing protection.

          7                 Thank you very much, Madam Public

          8  Advocate, and thank you very much for coming out

          9  here and joining us.

         10                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

         11  Council member.

         12                 Council Member Boyland.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: Good

         14  afternoon.

         15                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Hi.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: Hi.

         17                 I just want to take this opportunity

         18  to mark the passing of Othea Gibson, a pioneer who

         19  broke color lines in tennis.  On Sunday, September

         20  28th, we lost a very dear and close member of our

         21  community.

         22                 I also want to ask your support as we

         23  begin to put legislation to co-sponsor a resolution

         24  that will be introduced in her honor. So a word of

         25  silence for the family of Othea Gibson, please.
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          2                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Moment of

          3  silence, please.

          4                 Please rise.

          5                 (Moment of Silence observed.)

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: Thank you,

          7  body.

          8                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          9  Member Koppell.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Yes, I simply

         11  would like to call the attention of the members to

         12  an introduction I'm making today. Introduction 570,

         13  which deals with improvement of fire safety in

         14  places of public assembly.

         15                 There was a horrendous fire that many

         16  of us, I'm sure all of us remember, recently in

         17  Rhode Island. As a result of that, I looked into --

         18                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Quiet,

         19  please.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: As a result

         21  of the fire in Rhode Island, I looked into our fire

         22  safety procedures in nightclubs and other places of

         23  assembly of that kind and find that I think that we

         24  do not have sufficient monitoring of safety. We

         25  could have an incident, or a terrible incident, like
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          2  Rhode Island, because we don't have the kind of

          3  warning we should have. Every there's a performance,

          4  people have to be made aware of exits, and I'm

          5  particularly motivated to stand to call this

          6  resolution or this introduction to the attention of

          7  my colleagues, because only two nights ago I went to

          8  a performance at a small club in Midtown, and was in

          9  a room where there was only one exit, and that exit

         10  had a door that opened inward, and I can't imagine a

         11  more dangerous situation, because was there any kind

         12  of disturbance or fire, people would crush against

         13  that door, it would be impossible to get out, and

         14  there were at least 50 people in the room at the

         15  time. And when I mentioned it to the person, the

         16  maitre'd in charge, and I said you know this is

         17  dangerous, he had no idea that this was a dangerous

         18  condition.

         19                 What this bill would do is require

         20  that there be trained fire safety officers in every

         21  establishment, just as we have fire wardens in all

         22  our highrises now, and an announcement would be made

         23  before each performance, calling attention to people

         24  as to where the fire exits are.

         25                 If that had happened in Rhode Island,
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          2  I think it was well over 100 people would not have

          3  died.

          4                 I hope the Committee will take this

          5  up soon and that it will improve fire safety in New

          6  York so we don't have another horrible incident such

          7  as the ones that have occurred, not only in Rhode

          8  Island but in other places, including in New York in

          9  the past. Thank you.

         10                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         11  Member Martinez.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Thank you,

         13  Madam Chair.

         14                 Madam Chair, I also want to stand and

         15  thank Councilman Addabbo for his leadership in

         16  continuing the efforts to commemorate members,

         17  individuals that we lost at the World Trade Center,

         18  and also individuals that we lost as casualties of

         19  wars.

         20                 In this case, I particularly want to

         21  make mention of the approval of Alejandro Cordero

         22  Way, and a member of my district, my community that

         23  we lost on the attacks of September 11th, and

         24  Sergeant Riayan Agusto Tejeda, who is also going to

         25  be commemorated and his memory will not be lost, and
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          2  he was one of the first early casualties of the war

          3  against terrorism.

          4                 But I also want to bring your

          5  attention and thank Chairman/Councilman Liu in the

          6  Transportation Committee for his efforts and his

          7  leadership in making sure that Intro. 195-A becomes

          8  a reality and approved here at the Council, which

          9  will be establishing an advisory board of drivers.

         10  An advisory board of drivers that will work with the

         11  Taxi and Limousine Commission in making

         12  recommendation for improving the quality of life,

         13  the work condition, and to establish the lines of

         14  communication between taxi limousine and the TLC.

         15                 We also want to thank the

         16  Commissioner of the Taxi and Limousine for working

         17  with us in making this a reality. This is something

         18  that will bring voice to many drivers that don't

         19  have a voice and will improve tremendously the

         20  quality of work and the safety conditions of the

         21  drivers in the Taxi and Limousine industry.

         22                 Thank you, Madam Chair.

         23                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you.

         24                 Council Member Perkins.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Thank you
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          2  very much. I first just want to add quickly my voice

          3  to the sentiments expressed by Othea Gibson. She, as

          4  you may know, was a Harlemite, and we held her in

          5  great flag. Obviously, originally she was from

          6  Africa, but she wound up in the mecca of the African

          7  diaspore, which we like to call Harlem, Brother

          8  Barron.

          9                 Secondly, I just also want to

         10  mention, again, that this Saturday on October the

         11  4th, the Immigrant Workers Freedom Ride will take

         12  place in Flushing Meadows Park in Queens, and as you

         13  know, the immigrant Freedom Ride was inspired by the

         14  freedom rides 40 years ago that ended in Washington,

         15  DC, where Dr. Martin Luther King made his famous "I

         16  have a dream" speech. And this Council is obviously

         17  on record in support of the freedom ride, in support

         18  of the needs and rights of immigrants, and so we

         19  anticipate thousands and thousands of immigrants and

         20  others to be at Flushing Meadow on that day, which

         21  coincidentally happens to be the day that the bones

         22  will be reinterred at the African burial ground.

         23  And, so, a lot of important matters will be taking

         24  place that day that are quite relevant.

         25                 Last, but not least, next I want to
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          2  just reiterate the words of Council Member Yassky

          3  with regards to preconsidered Intro 579, a local law

          4  to amend the Administrative Code of the City of New

          5  York in relation to balancing the ballot initiative

          6  process by creating a referenda finance program.

          7                 More and more we are seeing

          8  referendums take place in the City, and very often

          9  those referendums are not being determined

         10  necessarily by the merits, but very often by the

         11  money involved.

         12                 We have had in this City a very

         13  successful campaign finance program as it relates to

         14  political candidacy, as we move more and more,

         15  unfortunately, in this world of referendums, we want

         16  to try to curb excessive money being used to

         17  determine those outcomes.

         18                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Time,

         19  Council member.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Last but not

         21  least, I just wanted to announce that my daughter

         22  and her husband have blessed me with another

         23  grandchild. And I promised them that I would

         24  announce it today to my colleagues. A baby girl by

         25  the name if Kiara. Spell that.
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          2                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          3  Member Barron.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Thank you very

          5  much, Madam Chair.

          6                 I just want to also reiterate that

          7  this is the weekend the African Burial Ground, there

          8  are going to be buried 419 bones from our ancestors

          9  who were enslaved in New York City, slavery up south

         10  (sic), so we want everybody to come and be a part of

         11  that.

         12                 I also stand to say that we should

         13  reconsider this resolution, or reconsider our

         14  position on this republican convention.

         15                 Everybody is talking about the

         16  infusion of capital and money. They bloated, the

         17  figures will not be 250 million, it will not be

         18  50,000 people. We are encouraging the Mayor not to

         19  sell the soul of New York City for a few pieces of

         20  silver.

         21                 The people who will benefit off that

         22  convention will be rich white males who own hotels

         23  and restaurants and Madison Square Garden. That

         24  money will not trickle down to East New York,

         25  Harlem, it will be for a convention that has
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          2  policies -- or Flatbush or anywhere else in our

          3  neighborhoods, no matter what the media says.

          4                 The convention will bring in a

          5  president to fill over $15 billion that he promised

          6  us from the 21 billion he's supposed to be giving us

          7  for the 9/11 disaster. We only got 6 billion.

          8                 President, keep your convention. Send

          9  the check. We need our money. We give $6 billion

         10  more to the federal government than they give to us.

         11  And this is the patriot act that comes into town,

         12  denying us our civil liberties. This is a man who is

         13  cutting Section 8. For all of us who want Section 8

         14  housing for our people, that's being cut. This is a

         15  man who is anti affirmative action, anti

         16  immigration, and for us to welcome this convention

         17  with no opposition is unconscionable, and we need to

         18  be against this convention coming in and two

         19  temporary jobs that it creates, those jobs leave

         20  when the conventions leave. We have to be against

         21  this republican convention which is anti New York

         22  and anti people of color and anti working class.

         23  Thank you very much.

         24                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         25  Member Stewart.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: My brothers

          3  and sisters, I want to remind you about Saturday the

          4  4th, the Freedom Ride of Queens. Don't forget to

          5  come out and bring all your friends. We're going to

          6  have all the entertainment. We are drawing the

          7  attention to the immigration problem that we have

          8  and what Mr. Barron rightly said a few minutes ago,

          9  let's draw the attention of the plight of our

         10  brothers and sisters who have just arrived. Just

         11  because we came here some years ago and we are now

         12  documented and can vote and are citizens, that

         13  doesn't mean that we should forget our brothers and

         14  sisters who have just arrived, they need to have

         15  that same rights that we have.

         16                 Please come out and join us this

         17  Saturday on this Freedom Ride. Thank you.

         18                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         19  Member Gentile.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: Madam Public

         21  Advocate, I, too, want to join in congratulating and

         22  thanking Chairman Addabbo and his staff for the

         23  preconsidered Intro. 565, which commemorates and

         24  memorializes many of our New Yorkers across this

         25  City.
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          2                 Certainly I have about five or six

          3  different commemorations in that bill, and I agree

          4  with my colleague Council Member Gallagher in saying

          5  that all those who died at 9/11 should be

          6  memorialized and remembered in some way. And I will

          7  see to it that those in my district are remembered

          8  and memorialized through this Council.

          9                 I just wanted that to be known to my

         10  people who live particularly in the Community Board

         11  No. 10.

         12                 Thank you, Madam Public Advocate.

         13                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         14  Member Gerson.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Madam Public

         16  Advocate, once again the start of the Jewish New

         17  Year, the high holy days were marred by violence as

         18  a result of terrorism in Jerusalem, which claimed

         19  the life of an innocent young girl, in addition to

         20  other victims.

         21                 Several weeks ago, in my district in

         22  Lower Manhattan, a conference was held in

         23  conjunction with the Downtown Hospital for Terrorism

         24  Preparedness.

         25                 One of the speakers was a Dr.
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          2  Applebaum who was a director of an emergency room in

          3  a hospital in Jerusalem. One of his remarks at that

          4  event was noting how in this hospital, as a standard

          5  which is being applied universally, when anyone who

          6  is a victim walks through the hospital door, they

          7  are treated fully and equally, given full and

          8  complete medical service.

          9                 As we all know, Dr. Applebaum

         10  subsequently left to meet up with his daughter in

         11  preparation for her wedding, he and his daughter

         12  were also killed as victims of terrorism.

         13                 Madam Public Advocate, these acts of

         14  horror and terror remind us of our tragic bonds,

         15  remind us as New Yorkers of our tragic bonds with

         16  the people of Israel, as victims of terrorism. They

         17  remind us of the imperative to combat terror from

         18  any source to make it clear that terrorist

         19  organizations are not legitimate partners in the

         20  dialogue of a civilized world, and we must oppose

         21  terrorism of any sort, as they remind us of the need

         22  to join together as one humanity to achieve the day

         23  of reconciliation and the day when terrorism will be

         24  no more, and that when we will join together in a

         25  world of peace and a world of love. We are not there
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          2  yet, but if we remain vigilant against terrorism and

          3  if we remain committed to that goal, Madam Public

          4  Advocate, I hope in this year upcoming, we will come

          5  closer to that goal of peace and harmony.

          6                 Thank you very much.

          7                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: We are going

          8  to recall the roll for Council Member Seabrook.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Thank you,

         10  Madam President, I'd like to vote aye on all of the

         11  orders, and all of the coupled resolutions.

         12                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

         13  Council member.

         14                 So ordered.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Thank you.

         16                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: All items on

         17  today's General Order Calendar were adopted by a

         18  vote of 43 in the affirmative, zero in the negative

         19  and zero abstentions, with the exceptions of I482-A,

         20  which is adopted by a vote of 42 in the affirmative,

         21  one in the negative and zero abstentions.

         22                 And the meeting is adjourned.

         23                 (Hearing concluded at 2:00 p.m.)

         24
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