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          1  COMMITTEE ON CULTURAL AFFAIRS

          2                 CHAIRPERSON SERRANO: We want to thank

          3  everyone for their patients, and thank them for

          4  attending this hearing of the Committee on Cultural

          5  Affairs, Libraries And International Intergroup

          6  Relations. My name is Jose Serrano, I am Chair of

          7  the Committee. I am joined to my left by Council

          8  Member Mike Nelson, who is here to speak on one of

          9  the resolutions. Also joined by members of the

         10  Committee, Eric Gioia and David Weprin, and we will

         11  be joined shortly by Council Member Domenic Recchia

         12  which will complete the quorum.

         13                 We have two issues that we're going

         14  to be undertaking today, two resolutions that the

         15  Committee will be voting on. The first is a

         16  resolution, Resolution 1040, which is honoring the

         17  life and legend of Gregory Hines, who unfortunately

         18  passed away at far too young an age. And also we

         19  will be undertaking Resolution Number 1133, which is

         20  a Resolution denouncing former Malaysian Prime

         21  Minister Mahathir Mohamad for his anti-Semitic

         22  remarks he recently made at the Islamic Summit

         23  Conference.

         24                 And for more information on that

         25  resolution, I turn the floor over to Council Member
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          2  Mike Nelson.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Thank you,

          4  Chairman Serrano. I appreciate this opportunity. My

          5  remarks will be brief, in that when any group of

          6  people are threatened or castigated, it just

          7  denigrates our entire world society, and when you

          8  have statements made that are blasphemous goes back

          9  to my conf protocols of the elders of Zion, all

         10  kinds of hate liable to say that in this case, the

         11  Jewish people have a plan to take over the world,

         12  and they control and they use proxies, is such a

         13  disgusting type of statement which could only lead

         14  to anti-Semetic actions, as well.

         15                 If it was said about any group of

         16  people, I would be right there denouncing it. When

         17  you have individuals of any group engage in any type

         18  of criminal activity or what have you, those are the

         19  individuals, not the entire group certainly. So, I

         20  think we must all speak out on, and I referred to

         21  him as the Prime Minister of Malaysia, as the form

         22  of a Furor of Malaysia, because his statements were

         23  so repugnant that I just felt we had to speak.

         24                 And I thank my colleagues, Bill

         25  DeBlasio, for being a prime sponsor to this, and
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          2  Dave Weprin, and Domenic Recchia, and Eric Gioia,

          3  and all the others, Mr. Chair, who signed onto this.

          4  I thank you for that opportunity.

          5                 CHAIRPERSON SERRANO: Thank you,

          6  Council Member Nelson. And I echo those words. The

          7  Council could not sit idly by and allow such

          8  horrendous remarks to be made and not have us speak

          9  out against them, and I'm very happy that you and

         10  the rest of this Council have worked toward that

         11  end, to make sure that we send a very clear

         12  statement.

         13                 On that note, unless there's any

         14  other further comments on that from the other

         15  members of the Committee, I would like to call the

         16  roll on Resolution Number 1133.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Serrano.

         18                 CHAIRPERSON SERRANO: Aye.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gioia.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: I vote yes to

         21  both. Thank you.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Recchia.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Aye. And I

         24  was a sponsor of this bill. I don't see my name on

         25  it. Co-sponsor of this. Could you add my name? Make
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          2  sure it's added to it? Aye.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Weprin.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Aye.

          5                 And I'm also a co-sponsor and should

          6  be listed accordingly.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: By a vote of four in

          8  the affirmative, zero in the negative and no

          9  abstentions, the resolution is adopted.

         10                 CHAIRPERSON SERRANO: Before you guys

         11  go, there is one other resolution that I need you

         12  all to vote on, and Eric coupled his vote, so he's

         13  okay. That's Resolution 1040, honoring the life and

         14  legend of Gregory Hines.

         15                 We all know that on August 9th

         16  Gregory Hines died at the age of 57, and in my

         17  previous incarnation working with theater, we

         18  understood how important Gregory Hines was to the

         19  world of musical theater and the impression that he

         20  left Broadway and Off-Broadway, and he will sorely

         21  be missed, in the theater community, as well as the

         22  culture of the City of New York.

         23                 And on that point, I would like to

         24  call the vote on Resolution Number 1040.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Serrano.
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          2                 CHAIRPERSON SERRANO: Aye.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Recchia.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Aye.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Weprin.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Aye.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: By a vote of four in

          8  the affirmative, zero negative, no abstentions, the

          9  item is adopted.

         10                 Council members, please sign the

         11  Committee reports.

         12                 CHAIRPERSON SERRANO: I will leave the

         13  vote open for other members who will be stopping by

         14  later to vote on both of these important pieces of

         15  legislation.

         16                 I would like to thank the staff, the

         17  Counsel Committee Laura Gonzalez, Rick Arbello; my

         18  staff, George Torres, Esther Giamoto (phonetic), and

         19  at this point, the hearing is adjourned.

         20                 (Reso 1133. Council Member Boyland

         21  voted aye. Council Member Jennings abstained. The

         22  vote stands at five in the affirmative, none in the

         23  negative, one abstention.)

         24                 (Reso 1040. Council Member Boyland

         25  subsequently voted aye; Council Member Jennings
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          2  voted aye. The vote stands at six in the

          3  affirmative, none in the negative, no abstentions.)

          4                 (Hearing concluded at 11:12 a.m.)
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          1

          2              CERTIFICATION

          3

          4

          5     STATE OF NEW YORK   )

          6     COUNTY OF NEW YORK  )

          7

          8

          9                 I, CINDY MILLELOT, a Certified

         10  Shorthand Reporter and Notary Public in and for the

         11  State of New York, do hereby certify that the

         12  foregoing is a true and accurate transcript of the

         13  within proceeding.

         14                 I further certify that I am not

         15  related to any of the parties to this action by

         16  blood or marriage, and that I am in no way

         17  interested in the outcome of this matter.

         18                 IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto

         19  set my hand this 12th day of November 2003.
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         25                          CINDY MILLELOT, CSR.
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