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          1  COMMITTEE ON GENERAL WELFARE

          2                 CHAIRPERSON DeBLASIO: We will have a

          3  very brief meeting. Today we are going to be voting

          4  on two resolutions related to pieces of legislation

          5  in Congress, and the goal of both, Resolution 1065

          6  and Resolution 1066, is to support efforts in

          7  Congress to help our veterans. Everyone knows,

          8  especially at time of national crisis, how much our

          9  veterans have sacrificed. We have over one and a

         10  quarter million veterans in New York State, a third

         11  of a million veterans in New York City. We have to

         12  do more to help them, and in fact what they often

         13  confront is great delays in getting medical care and

         14  other benefits. We've got to help them now more than

         15  ever streamline and get their benefits in a quick

         16  and expeditious manner.

         17                 And now I'd like to introduce Council

         18  Member Mike Nelson, my colleague from Brooklyn, who

         19  is the chair of our Veterans Caucus, who has done

         20  great work on behalf of veterans. He, himself, is a

         21  veteran of the Air Force and served his country

         22  there, serving his country now in the Council. He

         23  has done great work on behalf of our veterans and he

         24  is the sponsor of these two resolutions.

         25                 I would like him to speak on it
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          2  before we vote.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Thank you very

          4  much, Mr. Chair, for your leadership on these resos.

          5                 Mr. Chair, every day there are media

          6  reports obviously chronicling the deaths of brave

          7  men and women in another part of the world, and it

          8  just serves to illustrate what has been the

          9  foundation of this country before its inception, and

         10  certainly many, many wars, unfortunately, after

         11  that.

         12                 And as we approach Veterans Day we're

         13  reminded of these heroes who have come back from

         14  other wars and having similar goals to protect the

         15  innocent and defend the freedoms that we all

         16  treasure.

         17                 Yet, these brave men and women who

         18  number about 25 million nationwide are not

         19  adequately being compensated or in some cases even

         20  respected for their heroic and courageous acts. That

         21  is why it's so important to call upon Congress to

         22  adopt and hold hearings on the bills we have here

         23  before us today, so that our heroes do receive the

         24  compensation they deserve, and I might say also, and

         25  not to discourage Americans to join the armed forces
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          2  in the future.

          3                 The two resolutions before us today

          4  are in support of measures already before the US

          5  Congress that would give veterans what they have

          6  already worked for.

          7                 Firstly, Resolution 1065 asks

          8  Congress to allow retired members of the armed

          9  forces to receive both their retirement pay, and

         10  compensation for the service-related disabilities.

         11                 It also calls on Congress to adopt

         12  House Bill 2569, which in addition to allowing for

         13  both retirement pay and service-related

         14  compensation, it would also improve other veterans'

         15  benefits.

         16                 It's simply unfair to ask our

         17  veterans to choose between the disability

         18  compensation and their retirement pay when, in fact,

         19  they should be entitled to vote.

         20                 The second resolution, 1066, is also

         21  of critical importance. It calls upon Congress to

         22  hold hearings on Senate Bill 1166 and House of

         23  Representatives Bill 1264, which will reduce the

         24  backlog of claims for benefits pending with the

         25  Department of Veterans' Affairs.
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          2                 It's imperative that Congress act on

          3  these resolutions for a number of reasons, not the

          4  least of which is that the veterans already served

          5  and should have received due compensation.

          6                 Item one, veterans are dying at an

          7  alarming rate of over 1,000 a day.

          8                 Secondly, more than a half million

          9  veterans have claims pending with the Department of

         10  Veterans Affairs.

         11                 Thirdly, after a veteran's death, his

         12  or her dependents are not eligible to receive any

         13  benefits. Some people would find this totally

         14  astounding, and I'm sure do not know about this and

         15  hopefully we can ring the bell so that as many

         16  Americans as possible to know about this.

         17                 For these and other reasons, it is

         18  incumbent upon Congress to enact these bills that

         19  ensure that veterans, some of whom were from World

         20  War II and Korean War, receive timely and speedy

         21  compensation. These are aging veterans in many cases

         22  who need access to these resources, especially

         23  medical resources.

         24                 The pilot program recommended by

         25  Senator Edwards would reduce the backlog and speed
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          2  up the claims process.

          3                 And, finally, we must remember how we

          4  treat our current veterans will have ramifications

          5  on the willingness of others to enlist in the United

          6  States Armed Forces. We send a wrong message to

          7  future members of the armed forces when we

          8  continually cut veterans' benefits and deny them

          9  compensation. This issue is a little known, national

         10  disgrace, that we in this Council should not be part

         11  of.

         12                 Thank you, Mr. Chair. Thank you,

         13  members. And thank you, for those in attendance

         14  today.

         15                 CHAIRPERSON DeBLASIO: Thank you,

         16  Council member. An arousing conclusion on a very

         17  important issue, I thank you. I want to thank you,

         18  again, for all you have done for veterans in this

         19  City.

         20                 We are waiting for the clerk for one

         21  moment. I just want to introduce my colleagues

         22  first. We have Council Member Christ Quinn of

         23  Manhattan; Council Member Jose Serrano of the Bronx,

         24  Council Member Gale Brewer of Manhattan as well. So,

         25  we have a quorum, as soon as the clerk gets here.
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          2                 I will also mention that I

          3  particularly appreciate what Council Member Nelson

          4  is doing, because I am the child of two folks,

          5  actually, who worked in World War II. My mother

          6  served in the Office of War Information, yes. And my

          7  father was a Captain in the United States Army, and

          8  served in the Pacific Theater, was involved in seven

          9  invasion landings and was wounded very grievously in

         10  the Battle of Okinawa, he lost his leg in the Battle

         11  of Okinawa, but returned and had a productive life

         12  afterwards because of the benefits he received from

         13  the Veterans Administration. So, I really appreciate

         14  it. Having seen what happens to men and women who

         15  serve and what they go through for the rest of their

         16  life, I really appreciate what Council Member Nelson

         17  is doing here to help them, and I think we're going

         18  to need one more minute on the clerk.

         19                 Go ahead, Council Member Nelson.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Yes, if I

         21  apologize for any of those who were coming to

         22  testify today, but we had so many different meetings

         23  today that were squshed into one, this room will be,

         24  of course, holding the full Stated Council meeting

         25  in very short amount of time, and, so, hence, there
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          2  were so many different meetings and so on.

          3                 I would also warn people, please do

          4  not use that, in a whimsical note. That room, which

          5  has been a men's room probably since this building

          6  was built, is now a ladies room. So, don't get

          7  arrested. And the ladies room is now the men's room,

          8  around to the side there. Yes, it just happened. I

          9  was walking right in there and was about to be

         10  cuffed, one of the Sergeant-At-Arms wrestled me to

         11  the floor, so a warning.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: Why wasn't the

         13  Women's Caucus apprised of this?

         14                 CHAIRPERSON DeBLASIO: I know. In the

         15  middle of what we call a consensus hearing,

         16  controversy is broken out.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: I never

         18  thought I'd say this, but I miss the urinals.

         19  There's no urinals back there.

         20                 CHAIRPERSON DeBLASIO: All right.

         21  There will be a full investigation on this matter.

         22                 All right, our clerk is here. Thank

         23  you for joining us. And the clerk can go ahead and

         24  call the vote.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: DeBlasio.
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          2                 CHAIRPERSON DeBLASIO: Aye.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Quinn.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: I just want to

          5  make it very clear, I'm voting on the Veterans'

          6  issue, not the confirmation or affirmation of the

          7  move of the bathroom. I was not consulted on that,

          8  and I am not taking a position.

          9                 But on a more serious note, as the

         10  daughter of a World War II veteran, and the

         11  granddaughter of two World War I veterans, I vote

         12  aye.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Brewer.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: I vote aye.

         15  And with all of the veterans, mother and father,

         16  both veterans of World War II, I vote aye.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Serrano.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER SERRANO: Aye.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: The vote stands at

         20  four in the affirmative, no negative and no

         21  abstention. The vote remains open. Please sign the

         22  report.

         23                 CHAIRPERSON DeBLASIO: Okay, thank you

         24  very much. And this meeting of the General Welfare

         25  Committee is now adjourned.
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          2                 (Council Member Perkins subsequently

          3  voted aye.

          4                 The vote now stands at five in the

          5  affirmative, none in the negative, with no

          6  abstentions.)
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