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          2                 SPEAKER MILLER:  Okay, we are going

          3  to start with the American Cancer Society.  Don,

          4  thanks so much for being here, and we are very,

          5  enormously appreciative of the work that the

          6  American Cancer Society does, and we would be very

          7  grateful for you to say a few words.  But first we

          8  are going to have the Clerk read the Proclamation.

          9                 CITY CLERK ROBLES:  The Council, City

         10  of New York, Proclamation:

         11                 The Council of the City of New York

         12  is proud to recognize the American Cancer Society

         13  for its vital efforts in fighting breast cancer; and

         14                 WHEREAS:  This October marks the 19th

         15  Annual Breast Cancer Awareness Month, a time when

         16  hundreds of thousands of people across our nation

         17  mobilize to raise public awareness and much needed

         18  funds to fight this disease; and

         19                 WHEREAS:  In 2002, more than 200,000

         20  of our mothers, sisters, wives, daughters and

         21  friends will have been diagnosed with breast cancer,

         22  with 40,000 others dying of this disease; and

         23                 WHEREAS:  There have been many

         24  important organizations who have committed their

         25  time and energies in the fight against breast
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          2  cancer, among which the American Cancer Society is

          3  preeminent: The Society is the largest non-

          4  governmental supporter of breast cancer research

          5  and, since 1972, it has funded $216 million in

          6  breast cancer research grants; and

          7                 WHEREAS:  On Sunday, October 19,

          8  2003, New York City will host the American Cancer

          9  Society's 10th Annual Making Strides Against Breast

         10  Cancer Walk, a national event designed to raise

         11  critically needed funding for breast cancer

         12  research, education, advocacy and patient services;

         13  and

         14                 WHEREAS:  Last year close to 400,000

         15  walkers in more than 90 events across the country

         16  raised approximately $28 million in the fight

         17  against breast cancer; funds raised through Making

         18  Strides help unravel the mystery of how breast

         19  cancer begins and help us seek better ways to

         20  prevent, detect and treat the disease; and

         21                 WHEREAS:  Making Strides is not only

         22  an effective fund- raiser; it also allows the

         23  Society to engage the community at the local level,

         24  reconnected with survivors and promote breast cancer

         25  research programs; and
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          2                 WHEREAS:  We applaud the American

          3  Cancer Society for its vital efforts in bringing

          4  important information about breast cancer to our

          5  community, and join in a fervent wish that research

          6  and clinical study will bring about a cure; now,

          7  therefore

          8                 Be It Known:  That the Council of the

          9  City of New York honors The American Cancer Society,

         10  and is proud to join in New York City's 10th Annual

         11  Making Strides Against Breast Cancer Walk.

         12                 Signed this 19th day of October in

         13  the year Two Thousand and Three, Gifford Miller,

         14  Speaker, For the Entire Council

         15                 SPEAKER MILLER:  We have Don

         16  Distasio, who is the CEO, and I also want to

         17  acknowledge Hector Batiste, who is here, as well.

         18  Thank you, Hector for all your leadership.  Don, if

         19  you would be willing to say a few words, we would be

         20  honored.

         21                 MR. DISTASIO:  Just quickly, I have

         22  some T- shirts and hats for Chris Quinn, and Betsy

         23  Gotbaum, and Gifford Miller. And we really

         24  appreciate this, Sunday is not just about raising

         25  approximately, about $10 million, we hope,
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          2  throughout our whole division, but it is about

          3  supporting research where we literally spend

          4  millions of dollars right in this City, about

          5  advocacy, about detection, and about quality of

          6  life.  And very interesting some new news coming out

          7  about being able to prevent cancer.  So it is

          8  through efforts like Sunday that is going to make

          9  all of that possible, and it is through efforts of

         10  the City Council that do great things for us.

         11                 And it would be remiss of me not to

         12  thank Gifford, and Chris, and the rest of the City

         13  Council on the Clean and Door bill, which is just

         14  fantastic, one of the healthiest things that ever

         15  happened in the City and in the State.

         16                 And be there on the 19th, it should

         17  be, hopefully, a beautiful day.

         18                 SPEAKER MILLER:  Well, thank you,

         19  Don, and let me say how crazy you are to start the

         20  process of handing these things out.  I do not know

         21  how you are going to finish, but I accept this hat

         22  and this shirt on behalf of the entire Council and I

         23  am prepared to share it with every member here that

         24  has not gotten a hat and a shirt as well.  So thank

         25  you so much, thank you to all the volunteers and
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          2  staff, and everybody that is here.  And we look

          3  forward to walking with you and building a better

          4  future for our City.

          5                 Thank you.

          6                 Is Council Member Vann here?  There

          7  he is.  We are going to start with the 2003 Greenest

          8  Block In Brooklyn Award.  We have a number of

          9  special guests.  Do you want to introduce them,

         10  Councilman, or just let them introduce themselves?

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN:  You know there

         12  are two, the commercial block and residential block.

         13                 SPEAKER MILLER:  Okay, so we will

         14  start with the commercial block, or we will bring

         15  them both up together.  There is three of them, we

         16  have Michael Weiss, of course, Charles Atwell, and

         17  Edward and Wilma Atwell.  You want to do the Atwells

         18  separately, no, we will do them all together.  We

         19  will all stand here together, we have built green

         20  blocks, it is a great thing.

         21                 Councilman, do you want to say a few

         22  words of introduction?

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN:  Yes, okay.  If

         24  I could have your attention, please?  First of all,

         25  I am very honored to have this opportunity to
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          2  acknowledge the Greenest Blocks in Brooklyn, one is

          3  Commercial, one is Residential.  Would that every

          4  neighborhood and every block have the kind of

          5  leadership that we have these particular blocks, and

          6  we are very, very honored.  You know this is the

          7  salt of the earth, this is what makes community,

          8  this is what makes boroughs, this is what makes our

          9  City strong, is what is happening on our individual

         10  blocks.  And we are very, very pleased to have this

         11  opportunity to bring Citywide recognition to those

         12  blocks that have been determined by the Botanic

         13  Gardens as having the Greenest Blocks in Brooklyn,

         14  and we are very proud to provide that recognition at

         15  the City Council.

         16                 Mr. Speaker.

         17                 SPEAKER MILLER:  Thank you, and if

         18  the Clerk could read the Proclamation.

         19                 CITY CLERK ROBLES:  The Council, City

         20  of New York, Proclamation:

         21                 WHEREAS:  The Council of the City of

         22  New York is pleased and proud to join all New

         23  Yorkers in honoring Michael Weiss for his

         24  outstanding contributions of Bedford- Stuyvesant

         25  community; and
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          2                 WHEREAS:  As a city, we are

          3  strengthened by many diverse communities, each

          4  contributing to our social fabricated and adding

          5  nuance and color to our unique urban spirit; and

          6                 WHEREAS:  Today we are proud to join

          7  the Brooklyn Botanic Garden, as well as friends,

          8  family and elected officials in congratulating

          9  MetroTech BID on its receiving the 2003 Greenest

         10  Business Block in Brooklyn Award; and

         11                 WHEREAS:  Located on Bridge Street

         12  between Willoughby and Fulton Streets in Downtown

         13  Brooklyn, MetroTech BID competed against 39 other

         14  commercial blocks and won this prestigious award for

         15  its exuberant, colorful plantings and overall green

         16  impact; and

         17                 WHEREAS:  Thirty judges traveled

         18  throughout the borough over a month long period,

         19  carefully evaluating each block for color and total

         20  visual effect, citizen participation, variety and

         21  suitability of plants, soil condition, conservation

         22  techniques, use of mulch and other horticultural

         23  practices; and

         24                 WHEREAS:  Much of MetroTech BID's

         25  success can be attributed to Michael Weiss, who, as
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          2  its Executive Director, has offered dynamic and

          3  inspirational leadership; and

          4                 WHEREAS:  Today, we recognize the

          5  fine work that Michael Weiss has accomplished on

          6  behalf of the downtown Brooklyn community; he has

          7  enriched us with his presence and is worthy of the

          8  esteem of all New Yorkers; now, therefore

          9                 BE IT KNOWN:  That the Council of the

         10  City of New York honors Michael Weiss for his

         11  outstanding service to the City and the community,

         12  and congratulates MetroTech BID on winning the

         13  2003 Greenest Business Block in Brooklyn Award.

         14                 Signed this 15 day of October in the

         15  year Two Thousand and Three, Gifford Miller,

         16  Speaker, For the Entire Council; Albert Vann,

         17  Council Member, 36th District, Brooklyn; and David

         18  Yassky, Council Member,  33rd District, Brooklyn.

         19                 The Council of the City of New York

         20  Proclamation:

         21                 WHEREAS:  The Council of the City of

         22  New York is pleased and proud to join all New

         23  Yorkers in honoring Charles Atwell for his

         24  outstanding contributions to the Bedford- Stuyvesant

         25  community; and
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          2                 WHEREAS:  As a city, we are

          3  strengthened by many diverse communities, each

          4  contribution to our social fabricated and adding

          5  nuance and color to our unique urban spirit; and

          6                 WHEREAS:  Brooklyn's Bedford-

          7  Stuyvesant is one such community, and today we are

          8  proud to join the Brooklyn Botanic Garden, as well

          9  as friends, family and elected officials in

         10  congratulating the residents of MacDonough Street,

         11  between Stuyvesant and Lewis Avenues, on their

         12  receiving the 2003 Greenest Block in Brooklyn Award;

         13  and

         14                 WHEREAS:  MacDonough Street competed

         15  against 154 other residential blocks and won this

         16  prestigious award for its exuberant, colorful

         17  plantings, overall green impact and strong community

         18  participation; and

         19                 WHEREAS:  Thirty judges traveled

         20  throughout the borough over a month long period,

         21  carefully evaluating each block for color and total

         22  visual effect, citizen participation, variety and

         23  suitability of plants, soil condition, conservation

         24  techniques, use of mulch and other horticultural

         25  practices; and
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          2                 WHEREAS:  As President of the

          3  MacDonough- Macon Stuyvesant- Lewis Block

          4  Association, Charles Atwell's dynamic leadership was

          5  key to much of MacDonough Street's success; and

          6                 WHEREAS:  Mr. Atwell truly

          7  exemplifies all that is best in our citizens:

          8  Abundant generosity and compassionate; the

          9  development of one's strength's and talents in order

         10  to better serve others; and a fierce commitment to

         11  the issues and ideals that most forcefully

         12  strengthen community bonds; and

         13                 WHEREAS:  Today, we recognize the

         14  fine work that Charles Atwell has accomplished on

         15  behalf of the Bedford- Stuyvesant community; his

         16  dedication to the community is instructive and

         17  highly inspirational, and he is worthy of the esteem

         18  of all New Yorkers; now, therefore

         19                 BE IT KNOWN:  That the Council of the

         20  City of New York Charles Atwell, for his outstanding

         21  service to the City and community, and congratulates

         22  all the residents of MacDonough Street on winning

         23  the 2003 Greenest Block in Brooklyn Award.

         24                 Signed this 15th day of October in

         25  the year Two Thousand and Three,
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          2  Gifford Miller, Speaker, For the Entire

          3  Council; Albert Vann, Council Member, 36th District,

             Brooklyn;

          4

             and David Yassky, Council Member, 33rd District,

          5  Brooklyn.

          6

          7                 The Council, City of New York,

          8  Proclamation:

          9                 WHEREAS:  The Council of the City of

         10  New York is pleased and proud to join all New

         11  Yorkers in honoring Edward and Wilma Atwell for

         12  their outstanding contributions to the Bedford

         13  Stuyvesant community; and

         14                 WHEREAS:  As a city, we are

         15  strengthened by many diverse communities, each

         16  contributing to our social fabricated and adding

         17  nuance and color to our unique urban spirit; and

         18                 WHEREAS:  Brooklyn's Bedford-

         19  Stuyvesant is one such community, and today we are

         20  proud to join the Brooklyn Botanic Garden, as well

         21  as friends, family and elected officials in

         22  congratulating the residents of MacDonough Street,

         23  between Stuyvesant and Lewis Avenues, on their

         24  receiving the 2003 greenest Block in Brooklyn Award;

         25  and
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          2                 WHEREAS:  MacDonough Street competed

          3  against 154 other residential blocks and won this

          4  prestigious award for its exuberant, colorful

          5  plantings, overall green impact and strong community

          6  participation; and

          7                 WHEREAS:  Thirty judges traveled

          8  throughout the borough over a month long period,

          9  carefully evaluating each block for color and total

         10  visual effect, citizen participation, variety and

         11  suitability of plants, soil condition, conservation

         12  techniques, use of mulch and other horticultural

         13  practices; and

         14                 WHEREAS:  Two individuals responsible

         15  for much of MacDonough Street's success are Edward

         16  and Wilma Atwell, Project Directors of the

         17  MacDonough- Macon- Stuyvesant- Lewis Block

         18  Association; and

         19                 WHEREAS:  The Atwells truly exemplify

         20  all that is best in our citizen: Abundant generosity

         21  and compassionate; the development of one's

         22  strengths and talents in order to better serve

         23  others; and a fierce commitment to the issues and

         24  ideals that most forcefully strengthen community

         25  bonds; and
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          2                 WHEREAS:  Today, we recognize the

          3  fine work that Edward and Wilma Atwell have

          4  accomplished on behalf of the Bedford Stuyvesant

          5  community; they have enriched us with their

          6  dedication and contributions and are worthy of the

          7  esteem of all New Yorkers; now, therefore

          8                 BE IT KNOWN:  That the Council of the

          9  City of New York honors Edward and Wilma Atwell for

         10  their outstanding service to the City and the

         11  community, and congratulates all the residents of

         12  MacDonough Street on winning the 2003 Greenest Block

         13  in Brooklyn Award.

         14                 Signed this 15th day of October in

         15  the year Two Thousand and Three, Gifford Miller,

         16  Speaker, For the Entire Council; Albert Vann,

         17  Council Member, 36th District, Brooklyn; and David

         18  Yassky, Council Member, 33rd District, Brooklyn.

         19                 SPEAKER MILLER:  All right, if we

         20  could have Beatrice, maybe say a few words, we would

         21  be very --  Who do you want to speak?

         22                 BEATRICE:  Okay, I just want to thank

         23  my neighbors, most of them are not here today, but

         24  it was a wonderful effort that they put out, and I

         25  am really proud of them.  And just to walk down a
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          2  block makes me really feel good.  And I would like

          3  to say thank you to Brooklyn Botanical Garden for

          4  all of their input, their helpfulness, and they are

          5  just a great group of people.  I would like to thank

          6  them with all my heart.  Thank you very much.

          7                 SPEAKER MILLER:  All right, thank

          8  you.  Mike, would you like to say a few words?

          9                 MR. WEISS:  I would just like to

         10  thank the Speaker and the members of the Council for

         11  this wonderful recognition.  And introduce Victoria

         12  Vellas from Bridge Cleaners on Bridge Street,

         13  Downtown Brooklyn, one of our great merchants in New

         14  York City. And say that Green Streets are great

         15  economic development, they bring shoppers, they

         16  bring a vitality to a street that we all love and

         17  cherish, and this just disperses us to do even more.

         18    And thank you for this honor.

         19                 SPEAKER MILLER:  Thank you.  Thank

         20  you all.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN:  One brief word?

         22                 SPEAKER MILLER:  Yes, please.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN:  Yes, let me

         24  bring attention to Botanic Gardens, we would like to

         25  thank you, Judith, for having the foresight and the
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          2  vision and the commitment to our community, promote

          3  such a contest.  And again, I would like to thank

          4  all the participants, all the Block Associations.  I

          5  would like to thank my wife, Mildred Vann for living

          6  on that block, and of course, and Ellen Curby, and

          7  all the Atwells for your continued leadership on our

          8  block.  Thank you.

          9                 SPEAKER MILLER:  I just want to note

         10  that Senator Martin Dilan is here, thank you so much

         11  for being with us.  Senator Velmanette Montgomery,

         12  is she still here, and Assemblyman Robinson, also

         13  had to leave, but we are very, so grateful that they

         14  were all here as well.  I wanted to acknowledge

         15  them, of course, for their leadership on so many

         16  issues, all of them, but in particular on support of

         17  this particular project.

         18                 And thank you all so much for being

         19  here, and for your patience, we are very, very

         20  grateful.  All right, thank you.

         21                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM:  The Stated

         22  Meeting of October 15th, please come to order.  Roll

         23  call, roll call.

         24                 CITY CLERK ROBLES:  Addabbo.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO:  Here.
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          2                 CITY CLERK ROBLES:  Avella.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA:  Here.

          4                 CITY CLERK ROBLES:  BAEZ.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ:  Here.

          6                 CITY CLERK ROBLES:  Barron.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON:  Here.

          8                 CITY CLERK ROBLES:  Boyland.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND:  Here.

         10                 CITY CLERK ROBLES:  Brewer.

         11                 (No response).

         12                 CITY CLERK ROBLES:  Clarke.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE:  Here.

         14                 CITY CLERK ROBLES:  Comrie.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE:  Present.

         16                 CITY CLERK ROBLES:  DeBlasio.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEBLASIO:  Here.

         18                 CITY CLERK ROBLES:  Dilan.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN:  Here.

         20                 CITY CLERK ROBLES:  Espada.

         21                 (No response).

         22                 CITY CLERK ROBLES:  Felder.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER:  Here.

         24                 CITY CLERK ROBLES:  Fidler.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER:  Here.
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          2                 CITY CLERK ROBLES:  Foster.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER:  Here.

          4                 CITY CLERK ROBLES:  Gallagher.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER:  Here.

          6                 CITY CLERK ROBLES:  Gennaro.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO:  Here.

          8                 CITY CLERK ROBLES:  Gentile.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE:  Here.

         10                 CITY CLERK ROBLES:  Gerson.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON:  Here.

         12                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gioia.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA:  Here.

         14                 CITY CLERK ROBLES:  Gonzalez.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER GONZALEZ:  Here.

         16                 CITY CLERK ROBLES:  Jackson.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON:  Here.

         18                 CITY CLERK ROBLES:  Jennings.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER JENNINGS:  Here.

         20                 CITY CLERK ROBLES:  Katz.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ:  Here.

         22                 CITY CLERK ROBLES:  Koppell.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL:  Here.

         24                 CITY CLERK ROBLES:  Lanza.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER LANZA:  Here.
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          2                 CITY CLERK ROBLES:  Liu.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU:  Here.

          4                 CITY CLERK ROBLES:  Lopez.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ:  JLo for you,

          6  or better, MLo for you.

          7                 CITY CLERK ROBLES:  Martinez.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ:  Here with

          9  JLo.

         10                 CITY CLERK ROBLES:  McMahon.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER MCMAHON:  Here.

         12                 CITY CLERK ROBLES:  Monserrate.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE:  Here.

         14                 CITY CLERK ROBLES:  Moskowitz.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER MOSKOWITZ:  Here.

         16                 CITY CLERK ROBLES:  Nelson.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON:  Here.

         18                 CITY CLERK ROBLES:  Perkins.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS:  Here.

         20                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Provenzano.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO:  Here.

         22                 CITY CLERK ROBLES:  Quinn.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN:  Here.

         24                 CITY CLERK ROBLES:  Recchia.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA:  Here.
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          2                 CITY CLERK ROBLES:  Reed.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED:  Here.

          4                 CITY CLERK ROBLES:  Reyna.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA:  Here.

          6                 CITY CLERK ROBLES:  Sanders.

          7                 (No response).

          8                 CITY CLERK ROBLES:  Seabrook.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK:  Here.

         10                 CITY CLERK ROBLES:  Sears.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS:  Here.

         12                 CITY CLERK ROBLES:  Serrano.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER SERRANO:  Here.

         14                 CITY CLERK ROBLES:  Stewart.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART:  Here.

         16                 CITY CLERK ROBLES:  Vallone.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE:  Here.

         18                 CITY CLERK ROBLES:  Vann.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN:  Here.

         20                 CITY CLERK ROBLES:  Weprin.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN:  Here.

         22                 CITY CLERK ROBLES:  Yassky.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY:  Here.

         24                 CITY CLERK ROBLES:  Oddo.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO:  Here.
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          2                 CITY CLERK ROBLES:  Rivera.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA:  Here.

          4                 CITY CLERK ROBLES:  Speaker Miller.

          5                 SPEAKER MILLER:  Here.

          6                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM:  The quorum

          7  is present. All rise for the Invocation with Rabbi

          8  Berkowitz.

          9                 RABBI BERKOWITZ:  I would like to

         10  thank all for inviting me to offer the Invocation.

         11  Knowing that many of you are getting ready to run to

         12  the Yankee Stadium, I do have in mind both the Red

         13  Sox and the New York Yankees, I wish them both the

         14  best of luck, but may God help the Yankees.

         15                 Almighty God, we pray for their

         16  blessings for good health and a happy future for the

         17  members of the New York City Council and their

         18  families.  Their tasks face difficult challenges in

         19  enacting and preserving legislations to satisfy all

         20  the people that they represent.

         21                 We pray for their blessings to

         22  instill in our Legislators the wisdom and foresight

         23  to continue the physical and spiritual growth of our

         24  great city, the City of New York.

         25                 May thy canopy of peace and good will
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          2  be bestowed upon all who serve our City with the

          3  utmost regard for the welfare of all, and bring

          4  about the continued fellowship that is embodied in

          5  this august body.  Amen.

          6                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM:  Motion to

          7  spread the Invocation.  Council Member Addabbo.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO:  Yes, thank

          9  you very much, Madam Public Advocate.  I want to

         10  thank Rabbi Berkowitz for being here today, and for

         11  the work he has done in our community.

         12                 And I make a motion to spread the

         13  Invocation in full upon the record.

         14                 Thank you.

         15                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM:  So ordered.

         16    Adoption of the Minutes, Council Member McMahon.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER MCMAHON:  I move for

         18  the adoption of the minutes of the Stated Meeting of

         19  September 17, 2003, and that they be adopted.

         20                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM:  So ordered.

         21    Messages and Papers from the Mayor.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY:  None.

         23                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM:

         24  Communication from City, County, and Borough

         25  Offices.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Preconsidered M

          3  741.

          4                 SPEAKER MILLER:  Finance.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY:  Preconsidered

          6  M 742.

          7                 SPEAKER MILLER:  Finance.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY:  Preconsidered

          9  M 743.

         10                 SPEAKER MILLER:  Finance.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY:  Preconsidered

         12  M 744.

         13                 SPEAKER MILLER:  Finance.

         14                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM:  Petitions

         15  and Communications.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY:  None.

         17                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM:  Land Use

         18  Call Ups.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY:  M 745.

         20                 SPEAKER MILLER:  Coupled on Call- Up

         21  Vote.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY:  M 746.

         23                 SPEAKER MILLER:  Coupled on Call- Up

         24  Vote.  This one I ask the clerk to call the roll on

         25  all items Coupled on Call- Up Vote.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Avella.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA:  Aye on all.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Baez.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ:  Aye on all.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Barron.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON:  Aye on all.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Boyland.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND:  Aye on all.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Brewer.

         11                 (No response.)

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Clarke.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE:  Aye on all.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Comrie.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE:  Aye on all.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK:  DeBlasio.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEBLASIO:  Aye on all.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Dilan.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN:  Aye on all.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Espada.

         21                 (No response.)

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Felder.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER:  Aye.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Fidler.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER:  Aye on all.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Foster.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER:  Aye on all.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Gallagher.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER:  Aye on

          6  all.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Gennaro.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO:  Aye.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Gentile.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE:  Accepted.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Gioia.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA:  Yes.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Gonzalez.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER GONZALEZ:  Aye on all.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Jackson.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON:  Aye on all.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Jennings.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER JENNINGS:  Pass.  Aye

         19  on all.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Katz.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ:  Aye on all.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Koppell.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL:  Aye on all.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Liu.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU:  Yes.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Lopez.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ:  Yes, and I

          4  said Em- Lo before.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Martinez.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ:  Aye on all.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK:  McMahon.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER MCMAHON:  Aye on all.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Monserrate.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE:  Aye on

         11  all.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Moskowitz.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER Moskowitz:  Aye on

         14  all.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Nelson.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON:  Madam Public

         17  Advocate, due to a family emergency, I want to vote,

         18  permission to vote on all Land Use Items Call- Ups,

         19  Aye on all, and General Order Calendar Items, Aye on

         20  all.

         21                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM:  So ordered.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON:  Thank you.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Provenzano.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO:  Aye on

         25  all.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Quinn.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN:  Aye.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Recchia.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA:  Aye.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Reed.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED:  Aye.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Reyna.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA:  Aye.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Sanders.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS:  Yes, to all.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Sears.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS:  Aye.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Serrano.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER SERRANO:  Aye.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Stewart.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART:  Aye.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vallone.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE:  Aye on all.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Vann.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN:  Aye on all.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Weprin.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN:  Aye on all.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Yassky.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY:  Aye.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Addabbo.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO:  Aye on all.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Rivera.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA:  Aye.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Speaker Miller.

          7                 SPEAKER MILLER:  Aye.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Gerson.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON:  Yes.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Perkins.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS:  Yes.

         12                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM:  Today's

         13  Land Use Call- Ups were adopted by a vote of 46 in

         14  the affirmative, and 0 in the negative.

         15                 Communication from the Speaker, or

         16  Discussion of General Orders.  Council Member

         17  Barron.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON:  Thank you,

         19  Madam Public Advocate.  I thank you for this

         20  opportunity that you have given me to speak, and

         21  that does not count on my two minutes or minute.

         22                 I just rise to say that I am voting

         23  no on Intro. 569- A on the newsstand.  I think it is

         24  time for us to stand up to this Mayor, for him to

         25  want to support, I think, fat cats over the little
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          2  cats, who own these newsstands, now they will no

          3  longer own the newsstands, it will be owned by the

          4  Mayor's folks.  They do not get a portion of the

          5  advertising money that now the City is going to get.

          6    And yes, we are going to make, they say $400

          7  million, it will probably be less.  But even if we

          8  made that, we can still come up with some

          9  legislation where the City can make its money, and

         10  at the same time, we have to start looking after the

         11  working class, struggling, poor people in this town.

         12    I think that all the good work, I want to give my

         13  colleagues credit, they made the bill much better

         14  than it was.  We should go further and look out for

         15  the little guys in town.

         16                 They will not own their stands, they

         17  will not get a piece of the advertising money.  We

         18  can still get benefits for the City and benefitting

         19  the little guy as well.  We have to stand up to the

         20  Mayor sometime and say no.  We are the legislative

         21  body in this town, if we override votes of his veto,

         22  then we should go forth with legislation

         23  irrespective the Administration's displeasure with

         24  that legislation.

         25                 I want to encourage my colleagues to
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          2  vote no, and let's go back to the drawing board and

          3  do a better job for the little people in town, and

          4  not let the fat cats get over again.

          5                 Thank you.

          6                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM:  Council

          7  Member Katz.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ:  Thank you,

          9  Madam Public Advocate.  Intro. 569- A is the final

         10  piece of the Coordinator Furniture Plans Legislative

         11  package.  More than a year ago, the Mayor and the

         12  Council with a plan that was designed to increase

         13  revenue to the City, and to provide better designed

         14  public service structures, and to promote newsstands

         15  throughout the entire City of New York.  In August,

         16  we approved the franchise authorizing resolution for

         17  such street furniture, and authorized a needed

         18  extension of the existing bus stop shelter

         19  franchise.

         20                 Today's action will lift the ban on

         21  advertising on newsstands, and move them from a

         22  simple licensing scheme into the broader franchise.

         23  My colleagues, the cities throughout the country of

         24  the United States of America have coordinated street

         25  furniture.  This is nothing new.  In fact, when
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          2  awarded, this street furniture contract will be the

          3  most money- making street furniture contract in the

          4  entire City of New York, giving New York City about

          5  $400 million in the next 20 years.  This is a very

          6  long, negotiated piece of legislation that is in

          7  front of us.

          8                 The Speaker of the City Council of

          9  New York, Gifford Miller, worked very hard with the

         10  Administration to make sure, not only to benefit the

         11  constituents of the City of New York, to give them

         12  well lit, well placed, well structured newsstands in

         13  this entire city, but to also negotiate, what I

         14  think is an extremely fair agreement for the

         15  newsstands that hopefully will run productive, good

         16  businesses in this city.  They will not be paying

         17  for a new structure that has been given.

         18                 2.  They are supposed to be assessed

         19  every two years for pedestrian count.  Newsstands,

         20  because of negotiations by this Council will be

         21  given another six years.

         22                 And the third, I think most important

         23  issue here with newsstand operators is right now,

         24  one of the biggest complaints we have by newsstand

         25  operators is that there is no incentive for the City
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          2  to issue more agreements in more newsstands. Now the

          3  City of New York will have an incentive to put more

          4  newsstands on the streets of the City of New York,

          5  and increase the business that the newsstand

          6  operators have in this city.  In the end, it is a

          7  good negotiated deal.

          8                 Madam Public Advocate, one last

          9  thing.  I would like to thank the Speaker, Gifford

         10  Miller, for the work that he has done on this piece

         11  of legislation, but most of all I would also like to

         12  thank the Land Use staff.  It has been over a year

         13  process, this has come time and time again.  The

         14  Land Use staff has been terrific, once again, they

         15  bring us through.

         16                 Thank you.

         17                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM:  Council

         18  Member Monserrate.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE:  Thank

         20  you, Madam Public Advocate, and I want to turn the

         21  attention to my colleagues.  Today we will be voting

         22  on Intro. 262- A, a local law in relation to

         23  requiring air conditioning on any bus or other motor

         24  vehicle transporting a child with a disability to

         25  and from school.
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          2                 As many of you know, I am the parent

          3  of an Autistic child, and this will go a long way

          4  towards alleviating a lot of the anxiety that

          5  disabled children in our city have, when they are on

          6  these small, un-air-conditioned buses for over an

          7  hour.

          8                 I encourage you all to support this

          9  bill.  And I want the thank the Speaker and the

         10  Chairman of the Transportation Committee, John Liu,

         11  for their support and their leadership on this

         12  issue.

         13                 Thank you.

         14                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM:  Thank you,

         15  Council member. Seeing there is nobody else, let's

         16  move on.

         17                 Report of Special Committees.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY:  None.

         19                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM:  Reports of

         20  Standing Committees.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY:  Reso. 1068- A.

         22                 SPEAKER MILLER:  Amended and Coupled

         23  on the General Order Calendar.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY:  Report to the

         25  Committee on Finance.  Preconsidered M 741 and
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          2  companion Reso. 1094.

          3                 SPEAKER MILLER:  Coupled under

          4  General Order Calendar.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY:  Preconsidered

          6  M 742 and companion Reso. 1095.

          7                 SPEAKER MILLER:  Coupled under

          8  General Order Calendar.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY:  Preconsidered

         10  M 743 and companion Reso. 1096.

         11                 SPEAKER MILLER:  Coupled under

         12  General Order Calendar.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY:  Preconsidered

         14  M 744 and companion Reso. 1097.

         15                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled under General

         16  Order Calendar.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY:  Preconsidered

         18  L.U. 536 and companion Reso. 1098.

         19                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled under General

         20  Order Calendar.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY:  Preconsidered

         22  L.U. 537 and companion Reso. 1099.

         23                 SPEAKER MILLER:  Coupled under

         24  General Order Calendar.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY:  Reports of the
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          2  Committee on Land Use.  Intro. 569- A.

          3                 SPEAKER MILLER:  Amended and Coupled

          4  on General Order Calendar with Message of Necessity.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY:  Preconsidered

          6  Reso. 1083.

          7                 SPEAKER MILLER:  Coupled on General

          8  Order Calendar.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY:  L.U. 455 and

         10  companion Reso. 1100.

         11                 SPEAKER MILLER:  Coupled on General

         12  Order Calendar.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY:  L.U. 456 and

         14  companion Reso. 1101.

         15                 SPEAKER MILLER:  Coupled on General

         16  Order Calendar.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY:  L.U. 462 and

         18  companion Reso. 1102.

         19                 SPEAKER MILLER:  Coupled on General

         20  Order Calendar.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY:  L.U. 463 and

         22  companion Resolved. 1103.

         23                 SPEAKER MILLER:  Coupled on General

         24  Order Calendar.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY:  L.U. 464 and
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          2  companion Resolved. 1104.

          3                 SPEAKER MILLER:  Coupled on General

          4  Order Calendar.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY:  L.U. 465 and

          6  companion Reso. 1105.

          7                 SPEAKER MILLER:  Coupled on General

          8  Order Calendar.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY:  L.U. 497 and

         10  companion Reso. 1106.

         11                 SPEAKER MILLER:  Coupled on General

         12  Order Calendar.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY:  L.U. 515 and

         14  Reso. 1107.

         15                 SPEAKER MILLER:  Coupled on General

         16  Order Calendar.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY:  L.U. 518 and

         18  companion Reso. 1108.

         19                 SPEAKER MILLER:  Coupled on General

         20  Order Calendar.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY:  L.U. 523 and

         22  companion Reso. 1109.

         23                 SPEAKER MILLER:  Coupled on General

         24  Order Calendar.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY:  L.U. 524 and
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          2  companion Reso. 1110.

          3                 SPEAKER MILLER:  Coupled on General

          4  Order Calendar.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY:  L.U. 525 and

          6  companion Reso. 1111.

          7                 SPEAKER MILLER:  Coupled on General

          8  Order Calendar.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY:  L.U. 527 and

         10  companion Reso. 1112.

         11                 SPEAKER MILLER:  Coupled on General

         12  Order Calendar.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY:  Preconsidered

         14  L.U. 538 and companion Reso. 1113.

         15                 SPEAKER MILLER:  Coupled on General

         16  Order Calendar.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY:  Preconsidered

         18  L.U. 539 and companion Reso. 1114.

         19                 SPEAKER MILLER:  Coupled on General

         20  Order Calendar.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY:  Preconsidered

         22  L.U. 540 and companion Reso. 1115.

         23                 SPEAKER MILLER:  Coupled on General

         24  Order Calendar.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY:  Preconsidered
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          2  L.U. 541 and companion Reso. 1116.

          3                 SPEAKER MILLER:  Coupled on General

          4  Order Calendar.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY:  Preconsidered

          6  L.U. 542 and companion Reso. 1117.

          7                 SPEAKER MILLER:  Coupled on General

          8  Order Calendar.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY:  Preconsidered

         10  L.U. 543 and companion Reso. 1118.

         11                 SPEAKER MILLER:  Coupled on General

         12  Order Calendar.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY:  Preconsidered

         14  L.U. 544 and companion Reso. 1119.

         15                 SPEAKER MILLER:  Coupled on General

         16  Order Calendar.

         17                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM:  General

         18  Order Calendar.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY:  Intro. 262- A.

         20                 SPEAKER MILLER:  Coupled on General

         21  Order Calendar.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY:  Reso. 289- A.

         23                 SPEAKER MILLER:  Coupled on General

         24  Order Calendar.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY:  Resolution
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          2  appointing various Commissioner of Deeds.

          3                 SPEAKER MILLER:  Coupled on General

          4  Order Calendar.

          5                 At this point I will ask the clerk to

          6  call the roll on all items Coupled on General Order

          7  Calendar.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Addabbo.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO:  Aye.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Avella.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA:  Aye.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Baez.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ:  Aye.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Barron.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON:  I vote aye on

         16  all, except for Intro. 569- A, I vote no.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Boyland.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND:  Aye.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK:  CLARKE.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE:  Aye on all.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Comrie.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE:  Aye on all.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK:  DeBlasio.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEBLASIO:  Aye on all.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Dilan.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN:  Aye on all.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Felder.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER:  Yes.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Fidler.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER:  Madam Public

          7  Advocate, may I be briefly excused to explain my

          8  vote?

          9                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM:  So ordered.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER:  I want to

         11  compliment and say Amen to the words of the Speaker

         12  said earlier today regarding the budget modification

         13  by which we are acknowledging a $110 million excess

         14  or surplus of revenues realized in 2003.  We voted

         15  for an 18.49 percent Real Estate Tax increase in

         16  this city, and we told the people in this city that

         17  it was absolutely necessary to do, and now we find

         18  ourselves with $110 million of their money.  And I

         19  think we ought to show the taxpayers that we meant

         20  what we said, and that we begin the process of

         21  returning that $110 million to their beneficial use.

         22                 We promised when we passed the

         23  Absentee Landlord Tax that we were going to use that

         24  money for the benefit of seniors who own homes or

         25  co- ops, who are living on fixed incomes, and it is
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          2  time we started to keep that promise.

          3                 And with that process, I hope that

          4  begins today.  I believe it began with the Speaker's

          5  comments earlier downstairs, and I hope that we see

          6  to it.  That we stop talking about service cuts, and

          7  start talking about things that we have already

          8  promised to the taxpayers of this city.

          9                 And I vote Aye on all.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Foster.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER:  Aye.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Gallagher.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER:  Aye.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Gennaro.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO:  Aye.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Gentile.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE:  Aye.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Gerson.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON:  Pass.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Gioia.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA:  Aye on all.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Gonzalez.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER GONZALEZ:  Aye on all.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Jackson.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON:  Aye on all.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jennings.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER JENNINGS:  Aye on all,

          4  except Intro. 569- A.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Katz.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ:  Aye on all.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Koppell.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL:  Aye on all.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Lanza.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER LANZA:  Aye on all.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Liu.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU:  Yes.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lopez.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ:  Aye on all.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Martinez.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ:  Aye on all.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK:  McMahon.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER MCMAHON:  Aye on all.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Monserrate.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE:  Pass.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Moskowitz.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER MOSKOWITZ:  Aye on

         23  all.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Provenzano.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO:  Aye.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Quinn.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN:  Aye on all.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Recchia.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA:  Aye.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Reed.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED:  Aye on all.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Reyna.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA:  Aye on all.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Sanders.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS:  Aye on all.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Seabrook.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK:  Aye on all,

         14  and all Land Use Call- Ups as well.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Sears.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS:  Aye.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Serrano.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER SERRANO:  Aye.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Stewart.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART:  Aye.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Vallone.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE:  Aye.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Vann.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN:  Aye.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Weprin.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN:  Aye.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Yassky.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY:  Aye.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Gerson.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON:  Madam Public

          7  Advocate, may I be excused to explain my vote?

          8                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM:  So ordered.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON:  Thank you

         10  very much.  I vote yet on all.  But I want to make

         11  clear the predicate for my vote on Intro. 569- A,

         12  the Newsstand Bill, I support it.  And I respect the

         13  negotiations conducted by my colleagues, especially

         14  the Speaker and Chair Katz.

         15                 I want to make it clear, however,

         16  that my vote for this, and I believe similar to that

         17  of my colleagues, or most or many of my colleagues

         18  is predicated on the understanding that the RFP and

         19  the subsequent process, which will ensue upon

         20  implementation of this bill will craft the all

         21  important details that will affect the future of

         22  newsstand operators in the opportunity for this

         23  business.

         24                 Specifically, I understand there is

         25  provision for Council involved in consultation along
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          2  the way, and in particular, I call upon and expect

          3  that the process will proceed with three conditions:

          4                 First, that there will be no, that

          5  every displacement, that every current newsstand

          6  operator will be given every opportunity to continue

          7  his or her business, and to continue it as close to

          8  the current location as possible.

          9                 Second, that there will be provision

         10  to ensure that the particular newsstands respect the

         11  characters of their neighborhoods in terms of

         12  design, and in terms of advertising, and

         13  specifically in terms of limitations on advertising,

         14  both illuminated and non- illuminated advertising.

         15  And especially when it comes to placement in or near

         16  historic districts, and parks, and residences.

         17                 And finally, that there be every

         18  opportunity for the public display of First

         19  Amendment protected material, which is sold in

         20  newsstands.

         21                 I expect that the RFP and the

         22  subsequent regulations will take account of these

         23  conditions and these stipulations.  And it is on

         24  that basis, and on that basis alone that I vote yes.

         25                 Thank you very much.  And I got it is
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          2  just under the clock.

          3                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM:  That was

          4  something.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Monserrate.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE:  Aye on

          7  all, except 569 A, I would like to record a no vote.

          8    Thank you.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Perkins.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS:  Aye on all.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Oddo.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO:  May I have

         13  unanimous consent to vote on Land Use Items?  So

         14  ordered, thank you.

         15                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM:  Right.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO:  I vote aye on

         17  all.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Rivera.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA:  Aye on all.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Speaker Miller.

         21                 SPEAKER MILLER:  Aye.

         22                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM:  All items

         23  on today's General Order Calendar were adopted by a

         24  vote of 48 in the affirmative, 0 in the negative, 0

         25  abstentions.  With the exception of 569- A, which
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          2  was adopted by a vote of 45 in the affirmative, 3 in

          3  the negative, and 0 abstentions.  And the revised

          4  Land Use Call Ups were adopted by a vote of 48 in

          5  the affirmative, 0 in the negative.

          6                 Introduction of Reading of Bills.

          7  Speaker.

          8                 SPEAKER MILLER:  All items are

          9  referred to the Committee as indicated on the

         10  schedule.

         11                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM:  Discussion

         12  of Resolutions. None.  Resolutions?  General

         13  Discussion.  Council Member Barron.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON:  Do not say it

         15  like that, Madam Public Advocate, be happy to hear

         16  from me.  I heard a tone in your voice as to say,

         17  not him again.  And I thought that --

         18                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM:  No, I did

         19  not mean that all.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON:  Oh, okay, I

         21  am a very sensitive man.

         22                 I would just like to read something

         23  into the record.

         24                  "Today I mourn and celebrate the

         25  life and legacy and works of Professor Edward Siad,
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          2  a scholar, master teacher of Comparative Literature

          3  at Columbia University, and a leading activist and

          4  advocate for Palestinian rights and self

          5  determination.  His works, achievements, and

          6  sacrifice for his people to gain recognition and

          7  respect from nations around the world will go down

          8  in the history books as a job well done.  Rest in

          9  Peace, my brother, Edward Siad."

         10                 I also stand to encourage of those to

         11  join my resolution on Racial Justice Day.  I think

         12  it is time for the City Council to have an annual

         13  day to deal with racism in New York City, whether it

         14  is structural racism, institutional racism, or the

         15  economic racism that comes in like the press

         16  conference that we had to get today in contracting.

         17  Too many contracts are given to groups other than

         18  people of color, racism in the construction company,

         19  and individual bigotry as what happened on Staten

         20  Island. I think it is time for the Council to take

         21  an annual stance and lay out its agenda to deal with

         22  racism in New York City.

         23                 We ignore it, we do not have an

         24  agenda for it, and this resolution will be Racial

         25  Justice Day where we announce annually, this is what

                                                            51

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  we are going to do about structural institutional,

          3  economic racism and individual bigotry in New York

          4  City.

          5                 Thank you very much, Madam Public

          6  Advocate.

          7                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM:  Council

          8  Member Gioia.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA:  Sorry, Madam

         10  Public Advocate. I am introducing a resolution today

         11  in regard to the elections in Northern Ireland.  In

         12  accordance with the Good Friday Agreement and the

         13  Northern Ireland Elections Act of 1998, elections

         14  for members of the Northern Ireland Assembly were to

         15  take place on May 1st, 2003.  However, the British

         16  Prime Minister postponed them.  First, the May 29th,

         17  2003, and then to an undetermined date in the fall

         18  of 2003.  A date has still not been set.

         19                 Prime Minister Blair's repeated

         20  deferral stand in complete contrast to the efforts

         21  by the United Nations, the United States, and other

         22  democratic nations, including his own United Kingdom

         23  to ensure free elections around the world.  And it

         24  denies the people of Northern Ireland a venue for

         25  expressing their rights and preferences about self-
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          2  governance.

          3                 The right to vote constitutes a

          4  fundamental right. In fact, it is the keystone of

          5  our democracy in a democratic process.  We must let

          6  it be known that the denial of an open, fair, and

          7  timely election is both wrong and unjust.

          8                 Thank you, and I urge my colleagues

          9  to sign on.

         10                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM:  Council

         11  Member Martinez.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ:  Thank you,

         13  Madam Public Advocate.  I rise to denounce and to

         14  bring to the attention to my colleagues an injustice

         15  that was conducted, committed by the TV Network,

         16  NBC.  On October 10th, in the program Law and Order,

         17  the Latino community specifically, the Mexican and

         18  the Dominican community were projected by this

         19  program as being the sole responsible for crime and

         20  delinquency in the City of New York.

         21                 It is so insulting that the title of

         22  this episode was called, Rotten, (In Spanish).  And

         23  they went onto call and stereotype these communities

         24  as animals.  This should not be tolerated.  I call

         25  on my colleagues to denounce this type of behavior.
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          2  I call on my colleagues to stand with me and call on

          3  the Network for an apology of this community.

          4                 Mind you, this is not the first time

          5  that NBC has insulted the Latino community.  This is

          6  the second time, first being the insult of the

          7  Puerto Rican community when they burned the flag of

          8  the Puerto Rican community in the Seinfeld program.

          9                 This cannot be tolerated, it is an

         10  insult, and we should be looking at the courtesy

         11  that we extend to Law and Order when they come to

         12  our community and invade our public space, and then

         13  go onto project the negative image of our community.

         14                 I call on my colleagues to support me

         15  on this.  I will be writing to the Network, we are

         16  organizing a campaign to denounce this, and we are

         17  going to be looking at the courtesy that we extend

         18  to this Network, when they come to our community to

         19  film.

         20                 Thank you.

         21                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM:  Speaker

         22  Miller.

         23                 SPEAKER MILLER:  I would just like to

         24  note, Public Advocate that it has come to my

         25  attention that, first of all, today is your Wedding
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          2  Anniversary; is that correct?  Betsy, today is your

          3  Wedding Anniversary?  Happy Anniversary to you.

          4                 Yes, Margarita, we all want to know

          5  what Margarita said, but we will not make her say it

          6  again.  I know, I know, I am just kidding.

          7                 And it is also Council Member Miquel

          8  Martinez's birthday.  Happy Birthday.

          9                 Thank you for your time and your

         10  attention.

         11                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM:  Thank you,

         12  Council member. Council Member Jackson.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON:  Thank you,

         14  Madam Public Advocate.  My colleagues, I rise this

         15  afternoon in order to - -

         16                 SPEAKER MILLER:  Council Member

         17  Jackson, if you could yield the floor for a moment?

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON:  Sure.

         19                 SPEAKER MILLER:  Last week was

         20  Council Member Charles Barron's birthday.  And it

         21  was also, whose, somebody else's birthday?  Yes, it

         22  was Ken Stewart's birthday, Council Member Ken

         23  Stewart's birthday was last week too.  And Saturday

         24  is my son's birthday, while we are at it.

         25                 Go ahead, Jimmy.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO:  I just want to

          3  point out for the record that Council Member

          4  Gallagher objected to Council Member Barron's

          5  birthday on October 7th.

          6                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM:  Council

          7  Member Jackson.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON:  Thank you.

          9  My colleagues I rise this afternoon to let you know,

         10  even though I handed out earlier, some of you may

         11  not have read it, but I am asking you to please

         12  joined myself and members of the advocates'

         13  community that is involved with education.  We are

         14  having a press conference tomorrow at one o'clock on

         15  the steps of City Hall regarding the Class Size

         16  Referendum, which is Valid Referendum No. 6.

         17                 We are starting an Education Campaign

         18  Kickoff, so I ask all of you to join tomorrow, if

         19  you believe in small class size and that we have a

         20  right to form a Commission to review this particular

         21  matter and come up with a recommendation next year,

         22  that is all the Referendum says.  I ask all of you

         23  that believe in small class size for our children to

         24  please join us at 1:00 p.m. Tomorrow.

         25                 Also, Council Member Serrano has
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          2  introduced two resolutions, one, concerning Zero

          3  Waste Management Policy for the City of New York.

          4  And the other one concerning Electronic Equipment

          5  Recycling Act.  And I ask all of you to please sign

          6  onto that.

          7                 If we do not start to look after our

          8  earth now, when we wake up it may be too late, and

          9  we are spending so much money as it is to get rid of

         10  our waste.  I think we need to take appropriate

         11  actions now, and this is an opportunity for you to

         12  sign on.

         13                 And then also I stand in support of

         14  Resolution 1087, introduced by Council Member Erik

         15  Gioia, concerning the asking Primary Minister Tony

         16  Blair for free and democratic elections in Northern

         17  Ireland.

         18                 Thank you very much.

         19                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM:  Council

         20  Member Serrano.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER SERRANO:  Thank you,

         22  Madam Public Advocate.  I would like to bring to my

         23  colleagues attention two resolutions, and I would

         24  like to thank Council Member Jackson for speaking in

         25  support of them as well.  The first is Resolution
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          2  1091, which says calling upon the City of New York

          3  to adopt a zero waste policy, and that policy will

          4  mean that we ask the Department of Sanitation to

          5  target zero waste as a goal by 2024, and include

          6  measurable milestones in the Solid Waste Management

          7  Plan.

          8                 I think that this is a good

          9  resolution because it will start us moving in the

         10  right direction.  Zero waste is an attainable goal,

         11  and anything short of it is still a step in the

         12  right direction.  So I ask my colleagues to please

         13  support Resolution 1091.

         14                 The second Resolution 1092, it calls

         15  upon the New York Senate to follow the Assembly and

         16  enact the Electronic Equipment Recycling Act.

         17  Electronic equipment, such as computer monitors,

         18  televisions and regular computer PCs have tremendous

         19  amounts of hazardous materials in them, such as

         20  lead, cadmium, and mercury, and other things that

         21  should not be in landfills.  So we are calling upon

         22  the Senate to enact the same measure that the

         23  Assembly has in removing these items from the waste

         24  stream to ensure that they do not add a measurable

         25  contaminations.
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          2                 So, again, I ask my colleagues to

          3  support these two resolutions.  Thank you.

          4                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM:  Council

          5  Member Clarke.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE:  Thank you,

          7  Madam Public Advocate.  I would like to draw the

          8  attention of my colleagues to Intro. 584, which is

          9  co- sponsored by myself and Council Member Peter

         10  Vallone, Jr.  This local law would amend the

         11  Administrative Code in relation to civil actions by

         12  survivors of sex crimes.  As you know, currently,

         13  sex crimes cannot be persecuted beyond a certain

         14  point is time in the criminal courts due to the

         15  statute of limitations.  And what we are suggesting

         16  with this Intro. Is an area that where they can

         17  receive redress through civil litigation.

         18                 So I am asking you to please sign

         19  onto this, because it is something that is

         20  desperately needed here, given all of the recent

         21  scandals that we have had around sex crimes in New

         22  York City.

         23                 Thank you.

         24                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM:  Council

         25  Member Perkins.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS:  Thank you

          3  very much, Madam Public Advocate, and Happy

          4  Anniversary.

          5                 I just want to bring to my colleagues

          6  attention Reso. 1089, submitted by Councilwoman

          7  Tracy Boyland and myself that acknowledges the death

          8  and celebrates the life of Althea Gibson, whose

          9  tremendous contributions to Women's Tennis paved the

         10  way for African- American women in the sports arena.

         11

         12                 And I would urge you to all join onto

         13  that resolution as we pay tribute to her.

         14                 I would also like to take a moment to

         15  once again to speak out against Ghetto- opoly that

         16  has become a horror that has attacked communities of

         17  color in a very demeaning and racists, and even

         18  sexist way.  I want to give my applause to Council

         19  Member John Liu who spearheaded a conference, a

         20  press conference, which included the leadership of

         21  this Council so that it was clear that we as an

         22  institution do not condone such gamesmanship, sort

         23  to speak, and that we acknowledge that it is anti-

         24  American, if you will, that it also calls on

         25  corporate responsibility such that these types of
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          2  games cannot be supported.

          3                 Today it is Ghetto- opoly that

          4  attacks African Americans and other people of color.

          5    Tomorrow it may be one that attacks women, the

          6  next day it will be another game that attacks gays

          7  and lesbians, maybe another time it will be one that

          8  attacks Jews.  So we have to make sure that we stand

          9  strong and firm and aggressive, and not allowing

         10  such profiteering to take place at the expense of

         11  the various communities of our city and of our

         12  country.

         13                 Thank you very much.

         14                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM:  Council

         15  Member Lopez.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ:  Madam Public

         17  Advocate, I was not aware of your 27 years of

         18  accomplishment.  I celebrate with you, I

         19  congratulate you.  And in one hand, I am very happy

         20  for you, in another hand, I get sad because I do not

         21  have the same rights that you have.  And I will

         22  never be able to celebrate 27 years, because I am

         23  not to allow to marrying in the state and in this

         24  nation because I am gay.

         25                 Thank you.
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          2                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM:  Thank you

          3  very much, Council member, and some day we hope you

          4  will be able to do that too.

          5                 Council Member Vann.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN:  Madam Public

          7  Advocate, Happy Anniversary.

          8                 I have good news and bad news.  The

          9  good news is that finally the School Construction

         10  Authority led a contract to do exterior renovation

         11  to Boys and Girls High School in Brooklyn, long time

         12  coming.

         13                 The bad news is that none of the

         14  contracts that were let on this $10 million job went

         15  to any indigenous contractors or contractors of

         16  color.  This is particularly insulting because

         17  around 30 years ago, I led a coalition, we had to

         18  confront the unions and everybody else in order to

         19  get indigenous people to work on that building.  Now

         20  we have to fight that battle again, 30 years later.

         21  In fact, that I am still here, that is good, but

         22  really to have to fight those battles again is not

         23  acceptable.

         24                 And to, you know, add salt to the

         25  injury, no African- American, no Latinos, no
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          2  indigenous people have any contracts.  There are

          3  4,500 children in that school, 99 percent are of

          4  color.  And for them to come to school and seeing

          5  their work is going to be done, and not seeing them

          6  doing that work, is really unacceptable.

          7                 So Chancellor Kline, Mayor, anybody,

          8  we will not accept that.  You have come to the

          9  table, but you have to come to the table to make

         10  some significant changes so that our people in that

         11  community will be about building and rebuilding

         12  their own school.

         13                 Thank you, Madam Public Advocate.

         14                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM:  Council

         15  member, that is a very good point that you are

         16  making because it has come to my attention that it

         17  is a Citywide issue with the School Construction

         18  Authority that contracts are not being let in any

         19  way that is either transparent to us, or in any way

         20  giving some access to those who have not had access

         21  before.  So you and I should talk about that.

         22                 Council Member Gallagher.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER:  Thank you,

         24  Madam Public Advocate.

         25                 I rise today, and I am sure many of
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          2  my colleagues have read the numerous articles in the

          3  papers concerning this book, "Deal With It," a whole

          4  new approach to your body, brain, and life as a

          5  girl.  This book actually made it into the middle

          6  schools and high schools all across the City of New

          7  York.  And I want to let you know, on the record

          8  today, that this book discusses such wonderful topic

          9  of animal sexuality, masturbation, and at one point

         10  even tells young girls how to perform oral sex on a

         11  man.

         12                 Now if the folks at the Department of

         13  Education would have realized it right here on the

         14  cover of this book, it says it contains mature

         15  content.  Well I have a question for the Department

         16  of Education, how was this book ever purchased, and

         17  how did it make it to the shelves of the libraries

         18  of 371 schools throughout the City of New York?

         19                 Yes, the book was pulled from the

         20  shelves, but my question is, how did it get this

         21  far?  And what other checks and balances are there

         22  so that parents throughout this city can know and

         23  understand what is in the libraries of our public

         24  schools? Because if this is an example, I think we

         25  all should be very careful about what is in the
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          2  schools, and we should go in there and check them

          3  personally.

          4                 Thank you, Madam Public Advocate.

          5                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM:  Thank you,

          6  Council member. Council Member Seabrook.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK:  Thank you,

          8  Madam Public Advocate.  And I am certainly glad that

          9  that question that was raised by Council Member

         10  Gallagher, it leads us to the point of what Al Vann

         11  had talked about, that when you have this structured

         12  centralized purchasing and the control into the

         13  hands of an Emperor that is what normally happens,

         14  when you take it out of the hands of the people.

         15                 Just a point, I rise on Resolution

         16  1090.  As you know, the President has requested $87

         17  billion to be spent on Iraq. And I want people to

         18  know that the President believes that the people in

         19  Iraq deserve to have new hospitals, firehouses,

         20  brand new, Yvette, and open and function, police

         21  stations, Vallone, that they are going to have and

         22  manned.  He is asking for schools, Moskowitz, that

         23  they want these new schools to be built. Filtration

         24  plants, Gennaro, that they want filtration plants to

         25  be built, and all of this money used over in Iraq.
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          2  They are also talking about workers and providing

          3  them with jobs, Liu, and young people that they

          4  should have these jobs and paying them wages.  And

          5  children that they are talking about hospitals for

          6  children that even Ms. Bush has a piece of this pie.

          7    And we are talking about jails again that they

          8  want to build new jails in Iraq, but we are laying

          9  off correction officers here in the City of New

         10  York.

         11                 So we would hope that this resolution

         12  would urge Congress to reject, reject the

         13  President's request for $87 billion to be spent in

         14  Iraq, and that charity begins at home.  And that we

         15  should show the Iraqi people how democracy works by

         16  treating all of the citizens of America with all of

         17  the basic fundamentals that they need.

         18                 So I urge everyone to join me in this

         19  resolution. Thank you very much, Madam Public

         20  Advocate.

         21                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM:  Thank you,

         22  Council member. Council Member Stewart.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART:  I highly

         24  commend and support my colleague, Larry Seabrook,

         25  for his resolution urging Congress to reject the
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          2  President's request for an additional $87 billion

          3  and counting to be used in Iraq and Afghanistan,

          4  while his Administration has severely cut aid to

          5  states and money for education libraries, housing,

          6  job training, and other social programs so vital to

          7  working families.

          8                 There is not a doubt in my mind that

          9  this money should be used for the improvement of the

         10  infrastructure, and to provide social services so

         11  badly needed right here in the United States,

         12  including our districts.  Not for the occupation and

         13  economic colonization of Iraq to the benefit of

         14  corporations like Helen Burton, Burtrell, Exxon,

         15  Mobile, and other well connected transnational

         16  corporations.

         17                 At this time when so many people in

         18  this country do not have the basic necessities of

         19  life, spending money in this manner is obscene, and

         20  an insult to every hardworking taxpayer in this

         21  nation.

         22                 I urge you folks to join with us in

         23  support of this Resolution 1090.

         24                 Thank you.

         25                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM:  Thank you,
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          2  Council member.

          3                 Seeing nobody else, the meeting is

          4  closed.

          5                 (Hearing concluded at 3:00 p.m.)
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         16                 IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto

         17  set my hand this 15th day of October 2003.
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                                   ---------------------

         24                          PAT WTULICH
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          9            I, PAT WTULICH, do hereby certify the

         10  aforesaid to be a true and accurate copy of the

         11  transcription of the audio tapes of this hearing.
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         22                 -----------------------

                              PAT WTULICH
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