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THE COUNCIL

Report of the Governmental Affairs Division

Marcel Van Ooyen, Deputy Chief of Staff

COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC SAFETY
Hon. Peter Vallone Jr., Chair

November 10, 2003

INT. NO. 395 :
By Council Members Vallone Jr. and The Speaker (Council Member Miller), Addabbo, Comrie, Fidler, Gennaro, Jennings, Lopez, Rivera, Sanders, Stewart, Weprin and Brewer

TITLE:
A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, to require certain establishments where weapons violations have taken place to adopt security measures as recommended by the New York City Police Department.

Finding that the “presence of guns in certain establishments creates a serious health and

safety threat to the public,” Intro 395 amends chapter one of title 10 of the administrative code by creating a new section 10-162 that allows the New York City Police Department (NYPD) to review the security procedures of public dance halls, cabarets and catering establishments.  

A recent series of violent incidents in or near these establishments prompted introduction of this bill.  In February a gunman in an East Flatbush club open fired killing a young woman.
   On March 9, a fight between youths at a nightclub in Times Square ended with eight people shot and two stabbed.
  In July at a restaurant and arcade in the Rockaways, a woman allegedly threatened the use of a gun in a confrontation with a minor.
 

Intro 395 provides that when a violation of any of the provisions of article two hundred sixty five of the penal law (which relates to firearms and other dangerous weapons) occurs at a “public dance hall, cabaret or catering establishment, as those terms are defined in §20-359 of [the administrative code], the police department, in conjunction with the department of consumer affairs, may conduct a review of security measures, procedures and protocols at such public dance hall, cabaret or catering establishment.”  Section 20-359 of the New York City Administrative Code defines the aforementioned terms as follows:

· “Public dance hall: Any room, place or space in the city in which dancing is carried on and to which the public may gain admission, either with or without the payment of a fee.

· Cabaret: Any room, place or space in the city in which any musical entertainment, singing, dancing or other form of amusement is permitted in connection with the restaurant business of directly or indirectly selling to the public food or drink, except eating or drinking places, which provide incidental musical entertainment, without dancing, either by mechanical devices, or by not more than three persons.

· Catering establishment: Any room, place or space in the city, which is used, leased or hired out in the business of serving food or beverages for a particular function, occasion or event, to which the public is not invited or admitted and wherein music or entertainment is permitted.”

After completing its review, the Police Department may issue recommendations for improving security at such locations.  If the Police Department makes such recommendations, then the public dance hall, cabaret or catering establishment “shall implement the recommendations as outlined by the police department.”

With regard to penalties, Intro 395 provides that failure to comply with the “security 

recommendations for the police department shall result in a civil penalty of not less than one

thousand dollars and no more than two thousand five hundred dollars or suspension of the

license to operate such public dance hall, cabaret or catering establishment.”

This local law shall take effect 90 days after its enactment into law.
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