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          2                 SPEAKER MILLER: Council Member Quinn,

          3  if you could do a quick introduction of who we have

          4  here and then we'll have the clerk read a

          5  proclamation.

          6                 Council Member Quinn.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: Well, we're

          8  joined today by Rob Mincken and Sheila Freslo who

          9  are the co-directors of the lab school and some

         10  students and parents from the Lab School, which is a

         11  school based in my district which has kids from all

         12  across the City who go there, and why doesn't

         13  everybody come, move down.

         14                 And we're giving this proclamation

         15  today to the Lab School's parents and teachers and

         16  students because the lab school has for a number of

         17  years in a row, had 100 percent graduation rate and

         18  a 99 percent college acceptance and attendance rate.

         19                 SPEAKER MILLER: So at this point we'd

         20  like to ask the clerk to read the proclamation.

         21                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: The Council, City

         22  of New York, Proclamation.

         23                 Whereas: The Council of the City of

         24  New York is pleased and proud to honor the New York

         25  City Lab School for collaborate studies on its
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          2  remarkable academic achievements; and

          3                 Whereas: The Lab School for

          4  Collaborative Studies is a unique learning

          5  environment with a distinct philosophy that has

          6  served the community for over fifteen years.

          7  Education at the Lab School is a collaborative

          8  process in which students and teachers share ideas

          9  and learn from each other through active classroom

         10  discussion and an interdisciplinary approach to

         11  subject matter; and

         12                 Whereas: The Lab School maintains a

         13  rigorous commitment to high academic and

         14  extracurricular goals - goals which are continually

         15  reassessed to provide students with the best

         16  education possible; and

         17                 Whereas: The Lab School extends

         18  beyond the classroom to seek and create an

         19  atmosphere of diversity in which individual

         20  differences an perspectives are valued, and

         21  activities are structured to encourage a multitude

         22  of approaches and responses; and

         23                 Whereas: The Lab School has

         24  incorporated compassion as a rudiment in its

         25  educational process, enabling students to explore,
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          2  argue, excel and sometimes fail within a supportive

          3  network of administrators, teachers, and peers; it

          4  has a population of 730 students, grades six through

          5  twelve; and

          6                 Whereas: The Lab School has been a

          7  long-time supporter of the Beacon Program,

          8  demonstrating a commitment to ensuring that the O.

          9  Henry Learning Center be a resource for the

         10  community and the youth it serves. The Lab School

         11  has also piloted and instituted the Arise Math

         12  Program, allowing math to be taught as a life tool

         13  rather than a 'foreign language'; and

         14                 Whereas: The Lab School has a 0%

         15  drop-out rate and a 100% graduation rate; it also

         16  boasts of a 99% college acceptance rate into

         17  universities and colleges across the country; and

         18                 Whereas: The Lab School encourages

         19  students to attend college and return to New York

         20  City as model citizens who build strong futures for

         21  themselves and their families; now, therefore

         22                 Be It Known: That the Council of the

         23  City of New York expresses its gratitude and praise

         24  to THE NEW YORK CITY LAB SCHOOL FOR COLLABORATIVE

         25  STUDIES for its unwaivering devotion to education
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          2  and unfaltering commitment to academic excellence.

          3                 Signed this 17th day of September in

          4  the year Two Thousand and Three, Gifford Miller,

          5  Speaker for the Entire Council; Chris Quinn, Council

          6  Member, 3rd District, Manhattan.

          7                 SPEAKER MILLER: We're very proud that

          8  you're here and honored that you would join us and

          9  thankful for what you're doing for our City and we

         10  would be appreciative if you would say a few words.

         11                 MS. FRESLO: Thank you very much. We

         12  feel very honored that we can create a school thta

         13  works. We feel very proud of our students, we feel

         14  very proud of our faculty. It's been wonderful

         15  working with Chris Quinn, who has been an enormous

         16  support ongoing to our school. So, thank you.

         17                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you.

         18  Congratulations to all of you. Thank you very much.

         19                 If our friend Roger Toussaint could

         20  come up? We are very honored to have the leader of

         21  Local 100, TWU President Roger Toussaint with us

         22  here. And we could ask some retirees to come up with

         23  us, all of them join us.

         24                 Roger, we're so proud of you and what

         25  you've accomplished for our City, and we'd like at
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          2  this point to ask the clerk to read the

          3  proclamation, as we get people to join us up here on

          4  the stage.

          5                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: The Council, City

          6  of New York, Proclamation.

          7                 Whereas: The Council of the City of

          8  New York is pleased and proud to honor Local 100

          9  President Roger Toussaint and all the members of

         10  Local 100 on the occasion of the Transport Workers

         11  Union 70th Anniversary, and

         12                 Whereas: Seventy years ago, in May of

         13  1933, a small group of New York City transit workers

         14  gathered to respond to the harsh conditions they

         15  faced at work each day. Their efforts led to the

         16  development and creation of the Transport Workers

         17  Union in April of 1934. This anniversary marks the

         18  beginning of a journey that continues to help move

         19  New York forward; and

         20                 Whereas: The Transport Workers Union

         21  and its flagship, Local 100, have for the past

         22  seventy years worked to bring dignity and respect to

         23  every transit worker in New York City and to deliver

         24  safe and efficient mass transit to the people of New

         25  York; and
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          2                 Whereas: The dedicated men and women

          3  of Local 100, work rigorously to ensure that the

          4  world's largest urban transit system runs properly,

          5  providing service to millions of resident New

          6  Yorkers and visitors alike while contributing to the

          7  smooth running of our city's economy; and

          8                 Whereas: With the slogan "We Move New

          9  York," Local 100 members are at work twenty-four

         10  hours a day, three hundred and sixty-five days a

         11  year, and have earned the well-deserved reputation

         12  of being among our City's most dedicated and

         13  hard-working employees; and

         14                 Whereas: Local 100 also demonstrated

         15  tremendous skill and grace under pressure when,

         16  during the Blackout of August 2003, its members

         17  helped thousands of trapped individuals safely exit

         18  the New York City subway system; and

         19                 Whereas: Members of Local 100 have

         20  provided our City with seven decades of truly

         21  exceptional service. Their contributions, past and

         22  present, have made our City's transit system the

         23  finest in the world, and it is with gratitude and

         24  immense pride that we honor them today; now

         25  therefore
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          2                 Be It Known: That the Council of the

          3  City of New York honors Local 100 and declares May

          4  2003 through April 2004 to be the TRANSPORT WORKERS

          5  UNION 70TH ANNIVERSARY YEAR in recognition of the

          6  sacrifice of those transit workers of the past and

          7  the commitment of those transit workers of today.

          8                 Signed this 17th day of September in

          9  the year Two Thousand and Three, Gifford Miller,

         10  Speaker for the Entire Council.

         11                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you, again, for

         12  your leadership, and thank you, membership and

         13  retirees that are here today, for everything that

         14  you do to make the City a great and strong City and

         15  for carrying on a strong tradition. We'd appreciate

         16  it if you would say just a few words.

         17                 MR. TOUSSAINT: Thank you, Speaker

         18  Miller and members of the City Council. I'm very

         19  happy and pleased to accept this proclamation, along

         20  with several of our retirees, and members, have

         21  marched with Mike Quill. I point out that even our

         22  photographer here has been doing this type of work

         23  for 42 years, and he took pictures of Mike Quill and

         24  Martin Luther King and Martin Luther King and

         25  chronicle of the history of our great Union that
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          2  started in 1934. We are very proud of our members

          3  and their contributions and we are happy that this

          4  is being recognized by the City of New York and the

          5  City Council, and we'll continue to contribute to

          6  the building of this great City and proud to stand

          7  with the family of labor and represent the best

          8  traditions of New York and of this country.

          9                 Thank you.

         10                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you, Roger.

         11                 Council Member Vallone, and then

         12  Council Member Perkins.

         13                 Council Member Vallone, I know you

         14  have a special guest and a representative of that

         15  guest.

         16                 On behalf of our honoree we have

         17  Abraham Maye, who is the Executive Director of the

         18  Equal Employment Opportunity Commission.

         19                 Thank you for being here, Director

         20  Maye. Thank you.

         21                 Council Member Vallone, do you want

         22  to make some brief opening remarks?

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Yes. Thank

         24  you, all, for coming.

         25                 The intent here is to honor Frank
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          2  Nicolazzi, who is a long-time close personal friend

          3  of mine and my family and of Gifford Miller's, and

          4  unfortunately he's ill today. So, very graciously,

          5  the Chairman of the EEOC came down to accept this on

          6  his behalf. Frank Nicolazzi was a member of the EEOC

          7  since 1991, rising to the level of Vice Chairman and

          8  in fact Acting Chairman.

          9                 He put in yeoman's service. He was

         10  very active in the neighborhood with all kinds of

         11  community organizations, such as Astoria Civic. We

         12  wanted to honor his service today, since he is

         13  stepping down. And we are very grateful that you are

         14  here to accept it on his behalf today.

         15                 SPEAKER MILLER: At this point the

         16  clerk could read the proclamation.

         17                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: The Council, City

         18  of New York, Proclamation.

         19                 Whereas: The Council of the City of

         20  New York is pleased and proud to honor Frank R.

         21  Nicolazzi, Vice-Chairman of the Equal Employment

         22  Practices Commission, for his dedicated service to

         23  the people of our City; and

         24                 Whereas: It is the tradition and

         25  custom of the New York City Council to honor those
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          2  individuals that have enriched us with their

          3  contributions, and today we are pleased to recognize

          4  Frank R. Nicolazzi for exemplifying the notion of

          5  civic virtue; and

          6                 Whereas: Frank Nicolazzi was first

          7  appointed the Equal Employment Practices Commission

          8  by the New York City Council in 1991, and since that

          9  time has worked tirelessly to ensure that employment

         10  practices remain fair; and

         11                 Whereas: Mr. Nicolazzi was elevated

         12  to the position of Vice-Chairman of the Commission

         13  at its first meeting in April 1992, and for more

         14  than ten years has faithfully and diligently

         15  executed the duties of that position; and

         16                 Whereas: In 1994, Mr. Nicolazzi

         17  served as Vice-Chairman of the "Advisory Committee

         18  to Recommend Improvements in the Fire Department

         19  Recruitment Program", and

         20                 Whereas: Since 1999, Frank Nicolazzi

         21  has served as the acting Chair of the Commission,

         22  heading more than thirty-two meetings and nine

         23  public hearings; and

         24                 Whereas: In addition to his work

         25  chairing meetings, Mr. Nicolazzi has also met with
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          2  numerous commissioners and agency heads and lobbied

          3  City legislators, leaders and commissioners on

          4  issues impacting fair employment practices in the

          5  City of New York; and

          6                 Whereas: We are truly fortunate to

          7  have such a dedicated individual in our City, and it

          8  is with the deepest gratitude of this legislative

          9  body that we acknowledge Frank Nicolazzi's

         10  outstanding commitment to public service; now,

         11  therefore

         12                 Be It Known: That the Council of the

         13  City of New York most gratefully honors FRANK

         14  NICOLAZZI, for his exceptional contributions to the

         15  City of New York.

         16                 Signed this 17th day of September in

         17  the year Two Thousand and Three, Gifford Miller,

         18  Speaker for the Entire Council; Peter F. Vallone,

         19  Jr., Council Member 22nd District, Queens.

         20                 SPEAKER MILLER: Mr. Mayer, we

         21  appreciate your being here, and we would appreciate

         22  it if you would say a few words on behalf of our

         23  honoree.

         24                 MR. MAYER: Thank you, Mr. Speaker,

         25  and thank you, members of the New York City Council.
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          2                 If you know Frank Vallone (sic) you

          3  would know he is a man of commitment and integrity,

          4  and Frank Nicolazzi served this commission for 11

          5  years.

          6                 He has asked me in his absence to

          7  thank the New York City Council for their support

          8  throughout its tenure. He has asked me to thank

          9  former Speaker Peter Vallone, who appointed him

         10  initially to this Commission, and, of course,

         11  Councilman Peter Vallone, Jr., for this

         12  proclamation.

         13                 I also want to express my gratitude

         14  for the Commission to the City Council and the

         15  current Speaker.

         16                 I have with me one of the members of

         17  the Commission, Commissioner Asla Cabrera, and also

         18  two staff members, Mr. Eric Matosuwitz, the Deputy

         19  Director, and Lisa Badner, our counsel. Again, thank

         20  you one and all, and we wish Frank Nicolazzi a

         21  speedy recovery.

         22                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you. And

         23  certainly our thoughts are prayers are with him as

         24  well, and we appreciate your being here on his

         25  behalf. Thank you, Commissioner.
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          2                 Bill, are you ready? Bill. Councilman

          3  Perkins, I know we have a number of special guests.

          4                 You're going to do it from over

          5  there, okay.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: I just want

          7  to make some opening remarks from over here.

          8                 As you know, lead paint poisoning

          9  continues to be an epidemic for our City's children,

         10  and I'm glad that the Speaker has made it the

         11  Council's number one priority for this period.

         12                 Today I would like to honor a group

         13  that has been working on this issue for over 20

         14  years. The New York City Coalition to End Lead

         15  Poisoning, sometimes known as "NYCCELP," has been

         16  the forefront of fighting this crisis and have been

         17  instrumental in informing me and this body on

         18  intricacies and severity of the problem.

         19                 Ironically they're also successful in

         20  overturning one of our laws, Local Law 38, in a

         21  pivotal victory before the New York State Court of

         22  Appeals this past July. And so that's why we're here

         23  today honoring them, and we are grateful for what

         24  they do, as they work to protect children and

         25  families from the terrors of lead paint poisoning.
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          2                 I want to again the Speaker, and I

          3  especially want to thank NYCCELP for their

          4  outstanding work in trying to move our body forward

          5  embracing the children and letting them know that in

          6  this Council they have folks who recognize how

          7  important they are.

          8                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you, Councilman

          9  Perkins, and at this point we'd like the clerk to

         10  read the proclamation.

         11                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Council, City of

         12  New York, Proclamation.

         13                 Whereas: The Council of the City of

         14  New York is pleased and proud to honor and

         15  acknowledge the accomplishments of the New York City

         16  Coalition to End Lead-Paint Poisoning; and

         17                 Whereas: Our children like at the

         18  heart of our City and we seek to protect them

         19  against all hazards; in this respect, there are

         20  organizations and individuals who dedicate

         21  themselves to ensuring the safety and happiness of

         22  children within our City; and

         23                 Whereas: The New York City Coalition

         24  to End Lead-Paint Poisoning (NYCCELP) is one such

         25  organization: since its inception in 1983, NYCCELP
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          2  and its determined volunteers have worked tirelessly

          3  toward the ultimate goal of eradicating lead-paint

          4  poisoning in New York City; and

          5                 Whereas: For the last 20 years,

          6  NYCCELP has worked in cooperation with political and

          7  community leaders at all levels to achieve this

          8  important goal; and

          9                 Whereas: NYCCELP has made tremendous

         10  contributions to the health and quality of life of

         11  all New York City residents; it has been

         12  instrumental in effectuating lead paint repairs in

         13  New York City Public Schools, as well as in the

         14  enactment lawsuits targeting lead-paint poisoning;

         15  and

         16                 Whereas: On July 1st, 2003, NYCCELP

         17  compelled the New York City Court of Appeals to

         18  strike down Local Law 38, the four year old lead law

         19  which seriously weakened lead poisoning protections.

         20  This pivotal court decision, brought about largely

         21  by NYCCELP's dedication and commitment to removing

         22  the threat of lead-paint poisoning, will benefit

         23  countless families across our City; and

         24                 Whereas: NYCCELP is a deeply

         25  respected and admired organization that has made
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          2  profound and everlasting contributions to the City

          3  of New York; now, therefore

          4                 Be It Known: That the Council of the

          5  City of New York honors THE NEW YORK CITY COALITION

          6  TO END LEAD-PAINT POISONING for its exceptional

          7  contributions to the public service, and thanks it

          8  for its continued commitment to the elimination of

          9  lead-paint poisoning in New York City.

         10                 Signed this 17th day of September in

         11  the year Two Thousand and Three, Bill Perkins,

         12  Deputy Majority Leader, Council Member, 9th

         13  District, Manhattan.

         14                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you, all. Thank

         15  you for being here. We would appreciate it if you

         16  would say a few words.

         17                 PARTICIPANT: (Not identified for the

         18  record.) I just would like to thank all the Council

         19  Members who have pushed so hard to eradicate lead

         20  poisoning from -- protecting children from lead

         21  poisoning and I would like to thank them for being

         22  close on this issue and working closely on this

         23  issue, and I would like to thank the Speaker for

         24  working closely with us on trying to do this, and,

         25  most importantly, Deputy Majority Leader, Council
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          2  Member Bill Perkins, who has triumphed really,

          3  really, and worked so hard for the children of New

          4  York City.

          5                 Thank you.

          6                 SPEAKER MILLER: Matt, do you want to

          7  say something? Thank you, Matt.

          8                 MR. CHECHERE: I again want to thank

          9  the Speaker --

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Who is Matt

         11  Chechere (phonetic)?

         12                 SPEAKER MILLER: Everybody knows Matt

         13  Chechere.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: We want the

         15  record to reflect who Matt Chechere is as per Local

         16  Law 38 being overturned by the Court of Appeals.

         17  Matt Chechere has been the leading attorney

         18  representing this movement and gets all the props

         19  for his extraordinary perseverance and legal acumen;

         20  is that the right word? At a critical moment. So,

         21  that's what we want to make sure everybody knows.

         22  Please give him a round of applause.

         23                 MR. CHECHERE: Well, I would be remiss

         24  and also not acknowledging my co-counsel, Andrew

         25  Goldberg, who has been in fact working on this even
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          2  longer than I have, and that's why his hair is

          3  whiter than mine.

          4                 And my other co-counsel Jim Baker and

          5  Dora Galacotos and Andrew Rodriguez, I want to thank

          6  Council Member Perkins, the speaker and those

          7  Council Members who have worked hard on this issue.

          8  We hope that the Council is engaged in this issue

          9  and will work expeditiously to enact legislation

         10  that really protects our children as quickly as

         11  possible.

         12                 Thank you.

         13                 MR. CHACHERE: Andrew, do you want to

         14  say a word?

         15                 MR. RODRIGUEZ: I think you said it

         16  all. Thank you.

         17                 MR. CHACHERE: Okay.

         18                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you, all, for

         19  being here. Thank you.

         20                 Council Member Lopez, if you would

         21  join me.

         22                 I failed to acknowledge that the

         23  Public Advocate joined us at that last moment. Thank

         24  you.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: Mr. Speaker, as
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          2  the Chair of the Mental Health, Mental Retardation,

          3  Alcohol, Substance Abuse and People With Disability

          4  Service Committee, I am proud to present to you

          5  today a proclamation honoring and celebrating the

          6  basic research institute located in Staten Island.

          7  This organization do the research and is the

          8  research arm for the New York State Office of Mental

          9  Retardation and Developmental Disabilities.

         10                 Today I have brought in front of the

         11  Council to give them a proclamation for the work

         12  that they had done in regard of diagnosing and

         13  putting treatment forward for Fatal Alcohol

         14  Syndrome.

         15                 Beside that, I just want to make

         16  people understand that the State of New York, from

         17  the Governor of New York, is an intent to close this

         18  facility and is a proposal to get them out of

         19  business. This facility has provided incredible

         20  research and have given us incredible knowledge, not

         21  just from New York City, but for the entire nation.

         22                 Today I bring that in front of the

         23  Council to make clear that it's a pity to propose

         24  the closing of this facility, and to try to continue

         25  shortchanging New York City and in case of this
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          2  facility, this is more than closing, this is a crime

          3  because it will eliminate a facility that do

          4  research for our future, for our health, for our

          5  children.

          6                 Without no more, I present to you the

          7  Institute for Basic Research.

          8                 SPEAKER MILLER: Well, thank you,

          9  Madam Chair. And if you would like to come join us

         10  up here, we'll ask the clerk to read the

         11  Proclamation.

         12                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: The Council, City

         13  of New York, Proclamation.

         14                 Whereas: The Council of the City of

         15  New York is pleased and proud to honor the New York

         16  State Institute for Basic Research and Developmental

         17  Disability, Staten Island, for its outstanding

         18  contribution in the field of narrow development

         19  defects; and

         20                 Whereas: Today we are proud to honor

         21  the Institute for Basic Research, the research arm

         22  of New York State Office of Mental Retardation and

         23  Developmental Disability for its research on Alcohol

         24  Syndrome, the negative affect on the offspring of

         25  drinking during pregnancy affecting one child in 500
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          2  live births, and costing 2.8 billion annually in

          3  health care; and

          4                 Whereas: It is with a tremendous

          5  sense of gratitude that we honor the New York State

          6  Institute for Basic Research and its programs of

          7  research service and education, benefit countless

          8  individuals with disability and their families in

          9  our City; now, therefore

         10                 Be It Known: That the Council of the

         11  City of New York most greatly honors the New York

         12  State Institute for Basic Research and Developmental

         13  Disability for its outstanding research and benefits

         14  to the City and the people of New York City.

         15                 Signed the 17th day of September

         16  2003, Gifford Miller, Speaker for the Entire

         17  Council, Margarita Lopez, Council Member, 2nd

         18  District, Manhattan.

         19                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you. We're

         20  honored to have you with us, and we'd appreciate it

         21  if you would say a few words.

         22                 PARTICIPANT: I am a senior scientist

         23  at IDR and I am accompanied by my colleagues and we

         24  all thank Councilwoman Lopez and other Committee

         25  Council members for the recognition and moral
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          2  support that they have given us.

          3                 And in addition to work on fetal

          4  alcohol syndrome, we are also working, or the

          5  Institute is working on other developmental

          6  disabilities and the causes and the prevention and

          7  treatment of a number of diseases.

          8                 Our work is of importance, not only

          9  locally, for Staten Island and New York City and the

         10  State of New York, but also the whole country and

         11  the whole world.

         12                 So the other work that is continuing

         13  is now under threat from the State authorities to be

         14  closed, and, so, we beg you to continue your moral

         15  and political support for our existence.

         16                 Thank you.

         17                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you. Thank you

         18  all for being here. We're very honored and

         19  appreciative of what you do for our City and for our

         20  country.

         21                 PARTICIPANT: Thank you very much.

         22                 SPEAKER MILLER: That's it, right?

         23  Betsy, the floor is yours.

         24                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: I call the

         25  meeting to order, please.
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          2                 Stated Meeting of September 17th,

          3  2003 will now begin.

          4                 Roll call.

          5                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Addabbo.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Here.

          7                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Avella.

          8                 (No response.)

          9                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Baez.

         10                 (No response.)

         11                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Barron.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Here.

         13                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Boyland.

         14                 (No response.)

         15                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Brewer.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Here.

         17                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Clarke.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Here.

         19                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Comrie.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Present.

         21                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: DeBlasio.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEBLASIO: Here.

         23                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Dilan.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: Here.

         25                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Espada.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER ESPADA: Here.

          3                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Felder.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Here.

          5                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Fidler.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Here.

          7                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Foster.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Here.

          9                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gallagher.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Here.

         11                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gennaro.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Here.

         13                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gentile.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: Here.

         15                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gerson.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Here.

         17                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gioia.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: Here.

         19                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gonzalez.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER GONZALEZ: Here.

         21                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Jackson.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Here.

         23                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Jennings.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER JENNINGS: Here.

         25                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Katz.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Here.

          3                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Koppell.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Here.

          5                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Lanza.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER LANZA: Here.

          7                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Liu.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Here.

          9                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Lopez.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: Here.

         11                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Martinez.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Here.

         13                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: McMahon.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Here.

         15                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Monserrate.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Here.

         17                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Moskowitz.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER MOSKOWITZ: Here.

         19                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Nelson.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Here.

         21                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Perkins.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Present.

         23                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Provenzano.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: Here.

         25                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Quinn.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: Here.

          3                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Recchia.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Here.

          5                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Reed.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: Here.

          7                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Reyna.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: Here.

          9                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Sanders.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Here.

         11                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Seabrook.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Here.

         13                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Sears.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Here.

         15                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Serrano.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER SERRANO: Here.

         17                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Stewart.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Yes.

         19                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Vallone.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: I vote aye.

         21                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Vann.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Here.

         23                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Weprin.

         24                 (No response.)

         25                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Yassky.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Here.

          3                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Oddo.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Here.

          5                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Rivera.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: Here.

          7                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Speaker Miller.

          8                 SPEAKER MILLER: Here.

          9                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: A quorum is

         10  present.

         11                 Please rise for the Invocation of

         12  Reverend Orlando Findlayter.

         13                 REVEREND FINDLAYTER: Shall we pray?

         14                 Oh, God, we honor you this day. We

         15  thank You for your goodness, your love and your

         16  mercy towards us.

         17                 We thank you, oh, God, for the

         18  opportunity to come together. We ask that you bless

         19  our City, bless our Mayor, bless the Public

         20  Advocate. Bless, oh, God, every Council member who

         21  sits here today to legislate. We ask that you'll

         22  give them wisdom, you'll give them knowledge, you'll

         23  give them understanding, oh, God; but more than all,

         24  that you'll give them a mind to work together for

         25  the betterment of our City.
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          2                 We thank You, oh, God, because we

          3  know that you do all things well. In Jesus name we

          4  pray, amen.

          5                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Motion to

          6  spread the invocation, Council Member Barron.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Thank you,

          8  Madam Chair.

          9                 I want to thank Reverend Findlayter

         10  who has done so much work in our community, we thank

         11  you for the invocation. And I make a motion to

         12  spread the invocation in full upon the record.

         13                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Adoption of

         14  the minutes, Council Member Reyna.

         15                 Council Member Reyna.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: Yes. I move to

         17  spread the minutes of the Stated Meetings of August

         18  19th to be adopted.

         19                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         20                 Messages and Papers from the Mayor.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: None.

         22                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM:

         23  Communication from City, County and Borough Offices.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: None.

         25                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Petitions
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          2  and Communications.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: None.

          4                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Land Use

          5  Call-Ups.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 708.

          7                 SPEAKER MILLER: At this point I'd

          8  like to ask the clerk to call the roll on the only

          9  Land Use Call-Up.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Addabbo.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Aye.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Avella.

         13                 (No response.)

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Barron.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Aye.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Boyland.

         17                 (No response.)

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Brewer.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Aye.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Clarke.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Aye.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Comrie.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Aye.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: DeBlasio.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEBLASIO: Aye.

                                                            33

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Dilan.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: Aye.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Espada.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER ESPADA: Present. Yes.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Felder.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Aye.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Fidler.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Yes.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Foster.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Aye.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gallagher.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Aye.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gennaro.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Yes.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gentile.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: Aye.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gerson.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Aye.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gioia.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: Yes on all.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gonzalez.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER GONZALEZ: Yes.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jackson.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Aye on all.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jennings.

          3                 (No response.)

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Katz.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Aye.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Koppell.

          7                 (No response.)

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lanza.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER LANZA: Aye.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Liu.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Yes.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lopez.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: Yes.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Martinez.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Aye on all.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: McMahon.

         17                 (No response.)

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Monserrate.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Aye.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Moskowitz.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER MOSKOWITZ: Yes.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Nelson.

         23                 (No response.)

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Perkins.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Yes.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Provenzano.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: Yes.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Quinn.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: Yes.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Recchia.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Yes.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reed.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: Madam Public

         10  Advocate, I seek permission to vote aye on this and

         11  also all items on coupled general order.

         12                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: Thank you.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reyna.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: Yes.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sanders.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Here.  Yes.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Seabrook.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Yes.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sears.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Yes.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Serrano.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER SERRANO: Yes.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Stewart.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Yes.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vallone.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Aye.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vann.

          5                 (No response.)

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Weprin.

          7                 (No response.)

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Yassky.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Aye.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Avella.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Aye.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jennings.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER JENNINGS: Aye.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Koppell.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Aye.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Weprin.

         17                 (No response.)

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Nelson.

         19                 (No response.)

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Oddo.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Yes.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Rivera.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA:  Aye.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Speaker Mr. Miller.

         25                 SPEAKER MILLER:  Aye.
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          2                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Today's Land

          3  Use Call-Ups are adopted by a vote of 45 in the

          4  affirmative, zero in the negative.

          5                 Communication from the Speaker.

          6                 SPEAKER MILLER: That's it, I'm done.

          7                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Discussion

          8  of General Orders.

          9                 Council Member Barron.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Thank you,

         11  Madam Public Advocate.

         12                 I just rise to raise my opposition to

         13  the appointment of Rudy Washington.

         14                 We had several discussions with him,

         15  I think his past record with the Giuliani

         16  Administration was horrendous as it related to

         17  minority contractors and businesses and women's

         18  businesses, his treatment of those contracts, and

         19  under the rule of the Giuliani Administration really

         20  hurt communities of color.

         21                 I also have problems with his

         22  position of the vendors on 125th Street and the

         23  vendors on Fulton Street in Brooklyn. And I think

         24  when we appoint people to positions as important as

         25  those positions that will deal with municipal labor
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          2  and labor and workers. We need people there who are

          3  more friendly to workers and create more jobs for

          4  our people.

          5                 And I know there's usually a stamp of

          6  approval for Mr. Washington, but I just want to

          7  voice my objection to Mr. Rudy Washington because of

          8  his positions on policies when he was in the

          9  Giuliani Administration, the Minority Business

         10  contracts went down, and he was supportive of that

         11  kind of policy. So, I just wanted to rise to voice

         12  my opinion. I hope my colleagues could follow in

         13  suit, even though I know these things are usually

         14  stamps of approval, we would fair better with

         15  another appointment to that position.

         16                 Thank you very much.

         17                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         18  Member Comrie.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Thank you,

         20  Madam Public Advocate.

         21                 I rise to speak on the appointments

         22  for Rules, Privileges and Elections Committee. All

         23  of these people are eminently qualified. While I

         24  understand Councilman Barron's specific concerns, we

         25  have to understand that Mr. Washington was working
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          2  in the most repressive, most dictorial, most

          3  non-understanding government that dealt with

          4  minorities in the past I would say 50 years.

          5                 I would offer to say that Mr.

          6  Washington is eminently qualified to serve in this

          7  position just because of what he had to suffer

          8  through, just because of what he had to endure, just

          9  because of what he had to understand while he was

         10  still trying to protect the interest.

         11                 I did not run around and go and get

         12  specific letters today. But I know that in my

         13  dealings with people around this City, they have

         14  praised him for his quiet and noble effort to try

         15  and eke out opportunities for people.

         16                 I cannot say that he was a perfect

         17  vessel, nor would I ever say that I am a perfect

         18  vessel, but in this opportunity, these days of

         19  opportunity, these days of reconciliation, and these

         20  days of compromising, being able to give back and

         21  being able to negotiate and being able to understand

         22  what you need to do in New York City to be

         23  effective, I think Rudy Washington will be a perfect

         24  addition to the Civil Service Committee, and all of

         25  the other members who have impeccable credentials to
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          2  the committees that they're being called on.

          3                 Thank you.

          4                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          5  Member Perkins.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Yes, I just

          7  want to rise to partially join my chairman of Rules

          8  in supporting all the recommendations and

          9  encouraging my colleagues to support all of the

         10  recommendations of the Rules Committee, with the

         11  exception of one, which is the one of Rudy

         12  Washington, because, as was pointed out during the

         13  hearing and echoed once again by my colleague

         14  Charles Barron, there was a hostility by Mr.

         15  Washington as a Deputy Mayor and even as a

         16  Commissioner with regard particularly to the

         17  minority communities, which to me reflected not

         18  simply the mandate of the fact that he was following

         19  the orders of his principal, of the Mayor at the

         20  time, but also reflected a certain insensitivity in

         21  general that I would find difficult to see any

         22  different in a very sensitive position, such as the

         23  one that he's being requested to be a part of.

         24                 And, so, not only do I rise to

         25  support those that the Committee supported, but I
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          2  want to reemphasize my opposition to his appointment

          3  and encourage my colleagues who are sensitive about

          4  certain issues to join me in opposing his

          5  appointment because of the lack of sensitivity that

          6  he has shown in the past, which is absolutely

          7  necessary for the position that he wishes to assume

          8  in the future.

          9                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: If nobody

         10  else wants to speak, we'll move on.

         11                 Report of Special Committees.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: None.

         13                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Report of

         14  Standing Committees.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports of the

         16  Committee on Land Use.

         17                 LU 423-A and companion Reso 1043.

         18                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

         19  General Order Calendar.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 486 and

         21  companion Reso 1044.

         22                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: LU 487 and companion

         24  Reso 1045.

         25                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

                                                            42

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 488 and

          3  companion Reso 1046.

          4                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Preconsidered

          6  LU 500 and companion Reso 1047.

          7                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Preconsidered

          9  LU 501 and companion Reso 1048.

         10                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Preconsidered

         12  LU 502 and companion Reso 1049.

         13                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Preconsidered

         15  503 and companion Reso 1050.

         16                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Preconsidered

         18  LU 504 and companion Reso 1051.

         19                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Preconsidered

         21  LU 505 and companion Reso 1052.

         22                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Preconsidered

         24  LU 506 and companion Reso 1053.

         25                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports of the

          3  Committee on Public Safety.

          4                 Intro. 482-A.

          5                 SPEAKER MILLER: Amended and laid

          6  over.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reso 288-A.

          8                 SPEAKER MILLER: Amended and laid

          9  over.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reso 289-A.

         11                 SPEAKER MILLER: Amended and laid

         12  over.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports on the

         14  Committee on Rules, Privileges and Elections.

         15                 M 672 and companion Reso 1054.

         16                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

         17  General Order Calendar.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 673 and

         19  companion Reso 1055.

         20                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 674 and

         22  companion Reso 1056.

         23                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 675 and

         25  companion Reso 1057.
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          2                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 676 and

          4  companion Reso 1058.

          5                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports of the

          7  Committee on Transportation.

          8                 Preconsidered Intro. 555.

          9                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         10                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: General

         11  Order Calendar.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Resolution

         13  appointing various persons Commissioner of Deeds.

         14                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         15                 At this point I'd ask the clerk to

         16  call the roll on all items coupled on the General

         17  Order Calendar.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Addabbo.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Aye on all.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Avella.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Aye on all.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Barron.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Madam Chair,

         24  may I be excused to explain my vote.

         25                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: We also should

          3  take into consideration just process-wise, when we

          4  did have the hearing in Mr. Washington, and they

          5  questioned his qualifications, he did not meet the

          6  qualifications in this office, as opposed to what

          7  the Chairman is saying, and if people would take

          8  time out to read some of his responses to the

          9  responsibility, they'll see that he comes very, very

         10  short in meeting those qualifications.

         11                 So, I think even if you don't agree

         12  with this politically, I think to respect and honor

         13  our process and to keep it within integrity, that we

         14  should make sure people are qualified for positions,

         15  and it's going to give us, the balance is going to

         16  be given to the republicans on that committee

         17  because now there will be three republicans and

         18  they'll have the majority number.

         19                 So, just understand what you're

         20  voting for when you vote for Mr. Washington.

         21                 So, I vote aye on all items, except

         22  for M 676 and coupled resolution 1058, I vote no for

         23  Rudy Washington.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Brewer.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Aye.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Clarke.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Aye on all.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Comrie.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Aye on all.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: DeBlasio.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEBLASIO: Aye.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Dilan.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: Aye on all.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Espada.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER ESPADA: Aye on all.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Felder.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Aye.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Fidler.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Aye on all.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Foster.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Aye.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gallagher.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Madam

         20  Public Advocate, may I be temporarily excused to

         21  explain my vote?

         22                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: I'm going

         24  to vote aye on all coupled general orders, and I'd

         25  just like to say a few words of support for someone
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          2  who I believe has been and will continue to be a

          3  superb qualified, dedicated public servant, and

          4  that's Rudy Washington.

          5                 I know Rudy Washington. I've met with

          6  him on a number of occasions in his previous

          7  capacity in government. He truly is one of the

          8  City's outstanding public servants, and I'm so glad

          9  that he's going to have an opportunity to continue

         10  such service, and I urge every one of my colleagues

         11  to support and vote in favor of Rudy Washington.

         12                 Thank you.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gennaro.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Aye.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gentile.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: Aye.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gerson.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Yes.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gioia.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: Yes.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gonzalez.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER GONZALEZ: Yes.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jackson.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Aye.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jennings.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER JENNINGS: Aye.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Katz.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Aye on all.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Koppell.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Aye.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lanza.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER LANZA: Aye.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Liu.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Yes.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lopez.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: Pass.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Martinez.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Aye on all.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: McMahon.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: I seek

         17  unanimous consent of my colleagues to vote yes on

         18  all Land Use Call-Ups, and I now vote aye on all.

         19  Thank you.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Monserrate.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: I also

         22  seek unanimous consent to vote aye on all and on all

         23  previous matters and aye on all on the ones present.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Moskowitz.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER MOSKOWITZ: Aye on all.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Nelson.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Aye on all.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Perkins.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: I'd like to

          6  be excused to explain my vote.

          7                 I want to quickly vote aye on all,

          8  with the exception of M 676 and accompanying Reso

          9  1058.

         10                 On behalf of all of those who felt

         11  the smack, the pain of insensitivity that came out

         12  of that Administration, particularly as administered

         13  by Rudy Washington, I'd like to on their behalf vote

         14  no.

         15                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Provenzano.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: Yes.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Quinn.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: Yes.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Recchia.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Aye.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reyna.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: Aye.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sanders.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Madam Public
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          2  Advocate, if I can explain my vote?

          3                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Yes to all

          5  with a certain amount of concern for Rudy

          6  Washington, yes on that.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Seabrook.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Yes.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sears.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Permission to

         11  explain my vote, please.

         12                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: I just wish to

         14  say that on the Rudy Washington issue, he is

         15  extremely well-qualified. He has worked in Queens,

         16  he has done his work for the City, and I have never

         17  known him to perform his work as a republican or a

         18  democrat. He's performed his work as a public

         19  servant.

         20                 I vote aye on all.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Serrano.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER SERRANO: Aye.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Stewart.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Aye on all.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vallone.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Aye on all.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vann.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Aye.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Weprin.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Request

          7  unanimous consent of my colleagues to vote aye on

          8  Land Use Call-Ups?

          9                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: And I'd like

         11  to vote aye on all items before us.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Yassky.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Aye.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lopez.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: Permission to

         16  explain my vote?

         17                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: In regard to

         19  considering Intro. 555, I am going to vote in favor

         20  of this piece of legislation out of respect to the

         21  Chair of the Committee, but I want to make very

         22  clear that this in any way satisfy the needs of

         23  people with disabilities in this City, and I want to

         24  make clear that this Administration is coming with

         25  this proposal at this time ignoring the incredible
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          2  need for people with disabilities to have mass

          3  transportation system.

          4                 They have been sitting in a mandate

          5  to occupy the base stations with accessible cars.

          6  They have not done it.

          7                 This piece of legislation right now,

          8  it is good but it's a decoy, and I am very clear

          9  about it.

         10                 I congratulate the gentlemen who want

         11  to do this and who want to contribute to bring

         12  transportation to people with disability, but the

         13  City of New York should not be fooled.

         14                 This City doesn't welcome people with

         15  disability, and this Administration continue not to

         16  implement policies for mass transit transportation

         17  for people with disabilities. When is it, Mr. Mayor,

         18  that you're going to do so? When is it?

         19                 Aye on all.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Oddo.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Yes.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Rivera.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA:  Aye on all.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Speaker Mr. Miller.

         25                 SPEAKER MILLER:  Aye. And let me also
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          2  echo with Council Member Margarita Lopez that the

          3  approval of this base station does not in any way,

          4  in my view, satisfy the need for people with

          5  disabilities that have access to disabled accessible

          6  vehicles.

          7                 It's helpful, but it doesn't satisfy

          8  it. And I, and I think this Council, expects this

          9  Administration to comprehensively address this

         10  issue, and if this is a step in the direction that

         11  I'm finally doing, then it's worth doing, but it

         12  can't be the final step.

         13                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: All items on

         14  today's General Order Calendar were adopted by a

         15  vote of 48 in the affirmative, zero in the negative,

         16  zero abstentions, with the exception of M 676 and

         17  Reso 1058, which is adopted by a vote of 46 in the

         18  affirmative, zero in the negative, zero abstentions.

         19                 The revised Land Use Call-Ups were

         20  adopted by a vote of 48 in the affirmative -- sorry,

         21  there were two negatives. I have a zero here. I'm

         22  not going blind. Which is adopted. Let's go back.

         23                 With the exception of M 676 and Reso

         24  1058, which was adopted by a vote of 44 in the

         25  affirmative, two in the negative, zero abstentions

                                                            54

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  -- sorry, 46 in the affirmative, two in the

          3  negative, zero abstentions.

          4                 The revised Land Use Call-Ups were

          5  adopted by a vote of 48 in the affirmative zero in

          6  the negative.

          7                 Introduction and Reading of Bills.

          8                 SPEAKER MILLER: All items are

          9  referred to the Committee as indicated on the

         10  agenda.

         11                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Discussion

         12  of resolutions.

         13                 SPEAKER MILLER: No resolutions.

         14                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: No

         15  resolutions.

         16                 General Discussion.

         17                 Council Member Barron.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: I just wanted

         19  to rise and talk about a very serious issue, and

         20  that is racially-motivated violence, and to talk

         21  about the situation on Staten Island.

         22                 I think its despicable that in this

         23  day and age we still have to be addressing this

         24  question. I think the Mayor's response was

         25  inappropriate and late. I think to give the two
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          2  police officers that played it off as though it was

          3  just some kind of teenage incident is totally

          4  unacceptable in this City and now after press

          5  conferences and after people raised their voice, now

          6  these officers are on desk duty and we have to await

          7  some investigation.

          8                 I think the Police Commissioner

          9  should have come out stronger, and I repeat, whether

         10  people like it or not, had the complexions of the

         11  people been different and vice versa, this City

         12  would have been outraged, and we have to begin to

         13  make sure that every life is viable and every life

         14  is important in this City.

         15                 So, I want us to not attack those of

         16  us who are supporting the victims, but let's get

         17  these sick, white, racist youth who perpetuate a

         18  very serious violation on the human rights of a

         19  person to peacefully walk anywhere they want in this

         20  City, everybody should be in uproar against that and

         21  against that. They should join us on Saturday, as we

         22  take a walk into Staten Island, since they say it's

         23  not all of Staten Island, none of us indicted the

         24  whole island, then walk with us on Saturday at

         25  twelve noon, guess who's coming to lunch? All of us
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          2  are coming to have lunch in Staten Island twelve

          3  noon on Saturday. So, we should be welcomed, all of

          4  the good people of Staten Island should join us and

          5  not get defensive on those of us who are protecting

          6  victims of racially-motivated violence, and we

          7  should begin the dialogue to make sure that's rooted

          8  out in New York City forever.

          9                 Thank you very much.

         10                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         11  Member Nelson.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Thank you,

         13  Madam Public Advocate.

         14                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: I'd like to

         15  bring your attention to Intro. 560, that would amend

         16  the Administrative Code to change the definition of

         17  an emergency vehicle not to idle for longer than

         18  three minutes, unless certain conditions are in

         19  effect.

         20                 Neighborhoods that surround

         21  institutions that house serviced vehicles, that sit

         22  and run the engines of their vehicles while in

         23  non-response conditions will suffer greatly from the

         24  pollution, the exhaust that is emitted from these

         25  vehicles.
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          2                 It's obviously a quality of life

          3  issue that I hope will be addressed with this

          4  change. I urge you to sign on.

          5                 Thank you, Madam Public Advocate.

          6                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          7  Member Perkins.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Thank you

          9  very much.

         10                 First, I want to add my sentiments, I

         11  want to associate myself with the remarks that were

         12  made by my colleague Charles Barron with regard to

         13  the situation in Staten Island, and I hope that we

         14  can address this as forthrightly as possible.

         15                 As some of you may know, this is not

         16  a matter that is necessarily unique to Staten

         17  Island. It's a matter that we have with regard to

         18  other parts of our City, including we've learned at

         19  our Board of Elections where I have had a personal

         20  problem with the same type of racism, and

         21  fortunately, it wasn't a physical encounter, but

         22  nevertheless, my wife was a victim of sexist and

         23  racist remarks by an employee at that institution

         24  and we will be dealing with that through the

         25  Governmental Operations Committee.
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          2                 I want to just make sure I associate

          3  myself with those remarks, because I think it's very

          4  important that this Council be bold and forthright

          5  about these types of matters.

          6                 Number two. On a positive note, I

          7  also want to commend my colleague Hiram Monserrate.

          8  It is my understanding that the Access Without Fear

          9  bill that he has sponsored and championed in a

         10  yeoman-like way is about to be for all intents and

         11  purposes, embraced in an executive order by the

         12  Mayor.

         13                 As the Chairman of the Governmental

         14  Operations Committee, I'm proud to have been

         15  associated with the movement to bring that very,

         16  very important piece of legislation before the

         17  public and to be a part of the movement that I

         18  believe has brought the Mayor to an appreciation of

         19  how important the rights of immigrants are and what

         20  an important role we in New York City can play in

         21  that regard.

         22                 And last but not least, I'd like to

         23  say briefly to my constituents out there, thank you

         24  so much for your support in the recent primary. It

         25  turns out that my district had the most votes
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          2  throughout the City, and that I had the most votes

          3  of any member that was running -- I'm sorry to say,

          4  and I won by four to one, and, so, I just want to

          5  make sure that for the record, that the time for

          6  Harlem leadership has managed to prevail and I'm

          7  proud of that.

          8                 On behalf of all of the constituents

          9  of the 9th District, the tired and the less so

         10  tired, thank you.

         11                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         12  Member Jackson.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Thank you,

         14  Madam Public Advocate.

         15                 I rise this afternoon on two points.

         16  One, as I mentioned earlier, there are many bills

         17  that are being introduced today that deal with

         18  contracting issues, and I'm asking my colleagues to

         19  please sign onto these bills.

         20                 As I indicated earlier, some of these

         21  proposals have been put forward by the Charter

         22  Revision Commission, and we feel that they are

         23  usurping our rights as a legislative body to

         24  effectively deal with these issues. So, these bills

         25  will address many of the issues and concerns that
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          2  are trying to be put forward by referendum by the

          3  City's Charter Commission.

          4                 So, I ask my colleagues to sign onto

          5  these bills which are listed in our agenda this

          6  afternoon.

          7                 And also, on October 4th, there will

          8  be a historic event, the Immigration Freedom Ride is

          9  arriving in Flushing Meadow Park in Queens, and I

         10  ask all of my colleagues to join myself and many

         11  others in coming out to express themselves for the

         12  rights of immigrants around the country.

         13                 As you know, the United States of

         14  America is a country of immigrants, and so if you

         15  were an immigrant and you came to this country or

         16  your parents were, then you should know what the

         17  issues, the concerns and some of the problems that

         18  immigrants have faced in this country, and we want

         19  to give them as many rights and protections that

         20  they deserve.

         21                 So, I ask you all to come out to

         22  Flushing Meadow Park on October 4th. Thank you.

         23                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         24  Member Jennings.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER JENNINGS: Thank you,

                                                            61

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  Ms. Public Advocate.

          3                 First I would like to just say

          4  welcome back to all of us. I'm especially happy to

          5  be here this morning, or this afternoon, and I want

          6  to thank many of my colleagues who had endorsed me,

          7  and I would like to read out their names.

          8                 One is my colleague from the Bronx,

          9  Larry Seabrook, Charles Barron, Helen Foster, Diana

         10  Reyna, Robert Jackson, Pedro Espada, Miguel

         11  Martinez, Kendall Stewart, Al Vann, Tracy Boyland,

         12  Eric Dilan, David Yassky and Margarita Lopez. And

         13  over the summer, you know, I don't really always

         14  have heroes in my life, now in my life I have one

         15  hero, and one person I think I probably admire and I

         16  have to thank for making my career and keeping me in

         17  office and that's Oliver Koppell, and I'd like to

         18  give Oliver a round of applause myself. He's been my

         19  champion. He came out to my district, he represented

         20  me in court. He didn't ask me for a penny in legal

         21  fees, I appreciate that. Usually he charges his

         22  clients $500 an hour, but he came out there and he

         23  represented me very well, and I thank you for

         24  sticking with me through the whole process.

         25                 The next thing I want to say to my
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          2  colleagues is that, over this last two weeks, or

          3  last summer, as you know how much pressure and how

          4  much people came against me, particularly in Queens

          5  County, I had the Borough President personally

          6  campaign against me, many Congress members presently

          7  campaigned against me, State Assembly Members,

          8  district leaders, some members of the Central staff,

          9  without the permission of the Speaker, came out and

         10  campaigned against me, and, yet, I'm still here,

         11  standing here today. And I'm here because I did the

         12  right thing on behalf of my constituents in my

         13  district.

         14                 My opponent mailed out ten pieces of

         15  mail, and I did not mail out a single piece of mail

         16  at all. So, my message to all of you, you are free

         17  to work on behalf of your constituents all the time

         18  and do the right thing all the time without any

         19  political consequences, because if you do the right

         20  thing by your constituents all the time, they will

         21  reward you all the time, and they will stand by you.

         22                 Thank you.

         23                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         24  Member Lopez.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: Thank you,
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          2  Madam Public Advocate.

          3                 I want to call the attention of my

          4  colleagues to Reso 1027. This is a reso that I'm

          5  putting forward condemning the Administration for

          6  proposing the reduction of services and the

          7  subsequent closing of the Veteran Hospital in

          8  Manhattan.

          9                 The Committee that I chair held a

         10  hearing yesterday on this issue, and the information

         11  that we were able to gather yesterday was appalling.

         12                 The Administration of the Veteran

         13  Administration is planning to reduce services in

         14  this hospital, the only veteran hospital that we

         15  have in Manhattan, and yesterday we learned that

         16  11,000 veterans come from Staten Island to receive

         17  services on the 23rd Street hospital, because that's

         18  the hospital that it's easy for them to have access,

         19  not any other one.

         20                 We also learned that veterans from

         21  New Jersey come to the 23rd Street hospital to

         22  receive services because it's the facility where

         23  they can travel easy access to.

         24                 The proposal from the Veteran

         25  Administration at the moment in which our veterans
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          2  should be honored is outrageous and an insult. To

          3  close and dismantle this facility, speak very clear

          4  about the policies that the Administration in

          5  Washington have, when come down to our men and women

          6  to be taken care once they come back from war.

          7                 And it's not enough to lie to us

          8  about what is going on in Iraq, it's also very

          9  important by the Administration to come down with

         10  closing veteran hospitals that are so critical for

         11  the services of the wounded men and women who come

         12  back from war. It is outrageous and it's ridiculous.

         13                 I hope that you sign to this

         14  resolution, and I hope that you can stand up for our

         15  veterans here today.

         16                 Thank you very much.

         17                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         18  Member Brewer.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Thank you very

         20  much.

         21                 I want to mention a few bills on the

         22  agenda today regarding, picking up on Council Member

         23  Jackson, the issue of contracts and e-technology,

         24  Intro. 542, 543, Resolution 1023 talk specifically

         25  about on-line auctions and the notion of putting
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          2  more material and goods to be bidded on-line. It's

          3  something that was mentioned at the Vendex hearing

          4  yesterday, even though we didn't solicit that kind

          5  of discussion, and I urge you to sign on.

          6                 Number two, Intro. 541, introduced

          7  also by Council Member Tony Avella, talks about the

          8  stickers.

          9                 For those of you apparently in Staten

         10  Island who don't get them, for those of you in

         11  Manhattan end up with locksmith stickers with all of

         12  our locks when we don't want them, this adds the

         13  words "private property" so that the locksmith

         14  stickers cannot go on private property, and we urge

         15  you to sign on.

         16                 And then finally I just want to

         17  mention something positive that we have been working

         18  on with the Administration. The AOL Time Warner

         19  building is going up on 59th Street in Columbus

         20  Circle, largest private development in the City,

         21  working with Department of Employment, Department of

         22  Small Business Services, HRA, Housing Authority,

         23  many non-profits in the area, we have put together a

         24  public/private coalition that might be good for your

         25  district and across the City, and I will tell you
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          2  that right now New Yorkers, some on public

          3  assistance, are getting union jobs in the hotel and

          4  there is a very positive reaction from the private

          5  sector because we the City, we screen them first,

          6  providing the very diverse workforce.

          7                 So, I want to just mention this as an

          8  example of what we can do with a little initiative.

          9                 Thank you very much.

         10                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         11  Member McMahon.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Thank you,

         13  Madam Public Advocate.

         14                 I need to, with all due respect,

         15  respond to the comments of Council Member Barron and

         16  in part to Council Member Perkins, although

         17  certainly I agree with the tone of what Council

         18  Member Perkins said, and this regards the

         19  unfortunate, very unfortunate incident on Staten

         20  Island that we now all know about.

         21                 We all agree that if it is borne out

         22  that what is charged there happened, and it seems

         23  that it does, what happened is wrong, and it should

         24  never happen in the City of New York again. But I

         25  believe that what the record has to reflect here is
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          2  that the first time that people spoke out about this

          3  event and came together to make sure that it never

          4  happens again in Staten Island or any other place

          5  was not nearly two weeks after the incident here on

          6  the steps of City Hall, but it was in the days

          7  immediately following the event when we, the leaders

          8  of Staten Island, met with the families of the

          9  victims, and helped them through the crisis. And

         10  when we came together under the leadership of the

         11  Council of Churches and the Black Administerial

         12  Alliance on Staten Island, all the ministers, all

         13  religions represented the majority of elected

         14  officials and citizens who lead the community, came

         15  together in one room with the family of Rachel

         16  Carter, and expressed to her our sorrow and our

         17  outrage that this had happened in our community, and

         18  our commitment to make sure that it never happens

         19  again.

         20                 But we did not do so to grab

         21  headlines. We did not do so to further our own

         22  political agenda. We did so because a wound was

         23  opened, a gash was opened, both physically and

         24  metaphorically, on Staten Island, and we seek to

         25  heal it. We do not seek to widen the wound or to put
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          2  salt in the wound, we seek to make sure that it

          3  never happens again. And I urge all New Yorkers that

          4  are concerned that this type of hate could exist in

          5  our City, two years after the greatest occurrence of

          6  hate in the history of modern world occurred at the

          7  World Trade Center that we resolve to heal and not

          8  to perpetuate hatred.

          9                 Thank you.

         10                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         11  Member Sanders.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Thank you,

         13  Madam Public Advocate.

         14                 I, too, must decry racism in all of

         15  its forms, whether it be in Staten Island or in my

         16  own district. I think it's something that the 21st

         17  century we should extinguish.

         18                 I also have to speak out as a veteran

         19  and say that the closing of the historic 23rd Street

         20  VA hospital is wrong, and we need to do something

         21  about that.

         22                 In the spirit of Council Member

         23  Perkins, of course, and who is not here, I would

         24  like to draw his attention that in only seven days

         25  that I had to run an election, we produced a three
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          2  to one margin of victory in my race, which was the

          3  largest percentage in Queens and I believe third

          4  highest in New York City, and we only had seven days

          5  to do it. So I congratulate him with his full

          6  election, and I look forward to my component coming

          7  out as a republican so we can really show some real

          8  numbers.

          9                 Thank you very much.

         10                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         11  Member Foster.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Thank you,

         13  Madam Public Advocate.

         14                 I rise to call attention to what I

         15  think is getting lost in the whole testosterone flow

         16  that a woman was attacked in Staten Island, and it's

         17  not about media attention, it's not about going back

         18  and forth about who is trying to get press or not

         19  get press, the fact of the matter is, crime against

         20  women is going up. And while my male colleagues are

         21  talking about Staten Island being a good place,

         22  which in fact is true, because Andy Lanza is one of

         23  my friends who is from Staten Island, I don't think

         24  that's the issue. I don't think that the issue of

         25  whether Staten Island is or is not racist is the
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          2  issue. Racism is alive and well in America. What is

          3  the issue is that a woman was attacked and attention

          4  was not called immediately, and we have to get on

          5  the record and rally together and stop dividing and

          6  figure out how to address issues that involve race

          7  and gender bias in this City.

          8                 And, so, I wanted to make sure that

          9  in all this conversation where everybody is rising,

         10  and is going back and forth at each other, that we

         11  don't forget that there was a victim, a female

         12  victim, who was attacked and who did nothing to

         13  deserve that attack.

         14                 Thank you.

         15                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         16  Member Clarke.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Thank you very

         18  much, Public Advocate. I want to echo, with a loud

         19  echo, what my colleague, Council Member Helen Foster

         20  just said. I just sat here and I listened to my

         21  colleagues, and I believe there are valid points

         22  being shared.

         23                 However, I don't believe that the

         24  efforts that were made were made well enough, and I

         25  will give you a case in point.
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          2                 If, in fact, there was this rallying

          3  that took place on Staten Island shortly after what

          4  happened to Rachel Carter, then this weekend we

          5  should not have witnessed another black man being

          6  chased out of Staten Island, okay? I think that the

          7  denial that there is something taking place is not

          8  helpful in a racist situation, or in a situation it

          9  helps to perpetuate what takes place.

         10                 We are calling attention to what has

         11  happened in a particular place based solely on race,

         12  and perhaps gender is a part of what has taken place

         13  there. But what I am saying is, we had two violent

         14  incidents in this City this summer. One happened to

         15  take place with a tourist from Massachusetts who was

         16  robbed. The Mayor took her, or wanted to take her to

         17  lunch, unfortunately there was a blackout.

         18                 Now we had another visitor from New

         19  Jersey who was visiting on Staten Island, no motives

         20  other than that she was a black woman. She was

         21  attacked, no one invited her to lunch. I don't care

         22  how much apologize you give to a family, let's treat

         23  everyone equally. A crime is a crime is a crime,

         24  let's deal with it honestly and forthrightly.

         25                 I say that I will work with my
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          2  colleagues to do whatever needs to be done so that

          3  young people do not develop these types of behaviors

          4  that persist generation after generation.

          5                 Thank you, Madam Public Advocate.

          6                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          7  Member DeBlasio.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER DeBLASIO: Thank you,

          9  Madam Public Advocate.

         10                 I just want to draw the attention to

         11  my colleagues to an important struggle that's

         12  occurring near us and will have huge ramifications

         13  for labor relations across the entire country. In

         14  New Haven, Connecticut right now, the workers at

         15  Yale University are fighting for the most basic

         16  rights, for the most basic benefits, including the

         17  right to a decent pension, and this has gotten

         18  tremendous national attention because it's the

         19  epitome of an elite institution, and a very well

         20  funded institution choosing even in this day and age

         21  to deprive its workers of the most basic benefits,

         22  and the entire labor movement around the country has

         23  come together to support the Yale workers, as have a

         24  number of the folks here in this room today, a

         25  number of unions and number of Council members, led
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          2  by Council Member Quinn, earlier today organized a

          3  support press conference.

          4                 I think it's absolutely crucial, I

          5  was in New Haven this Saturday for a rally of 10,000

          6  people, and the head of the AFLCIO, as well as a

          7  number of other national labor union leaders, came

          8  to New Haven to show solidarity. I think it's

          9  absolutely crucial, since we're the home of so many

         10  progressive values and such a vibrant labor movement

         11  that this City Council stand with the workers at

         12  Yale, and I look forward to putting forward a

         13  resolution so that we can do that formally.

         14                 Thank you.

         15                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         16  Member Stewart.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Thank you,

         18  Madam Public Advocate. I just want to take this

         19  opportunity to thank my colleagues whose prayers

         20  were with me just the last couple of weeks in the

         21  primary election, and I want to thank you for your

         22  support and for your prayers, and for those who did

         23  not support, you know, next time, next year, you

         24  will be there.

         25                 It also proves that there is no need
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          2  for everyone to be down in what we call "gutter

          3  politics," and if you noted in the primary, it was

          4  real gutter politics, and I felt I had to show the

          5  example and stay away from that, and by staying away

          6  I think I prevailed, and I want to thank you again

          7  for your support.

          8                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Nobody else?

          9  Meeting is adjourned.

         10                 (Hearing concluded at 2:35 p.m.)
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          5     STATE OF NEW YORK   )

          6     COUNTY OF NEW YORK  )

          7

          8

          9                 I, CINDY MILLELOT, a Certified

         10  Shorthand Reporter and Notary Public in and for the

         11  State of New York, do hereby certify that the

         12  foregoing is a true and accurate transcript of the

         13  within proceeding.

         14                 I further certify that I am not

         15  related to any of the parties to this action by

         16  blood or marriage, and that I am in no way

         17  interested in the outcome of this matter.

         18                 IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto

         19  set my hand this 17th day of September 2003.
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