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          1  RULES, PRIVILEGES AND ELECTIONS

          2                 CHAIRPERSON COMRIE: Good morning. My

          3  name is Leroy Comrie, and I chair the Committee on

          4  Rules, Privileges and Elections.

          5                 Today we have joining us Council

          6  Member Minority Leader Jimmy Oddo from Staten

          7  Island, Council Member Christine Quinn from

          8  Manhattan, Council Member Yvette Clarke from

          9  Brooklyn, Council Member Majority Leader Joel Rivera

         10  from the Bronx, Council Member Madeline Provenzano

         11  from the Bronx, Council Member Melinda Katz from

         12  Queens, Council Member Maria Baez from the Bronx,

         13  and we have ongoing Committee meetings so we'll be

         14  running in and out.

         15                 Today we have before us one Council

         16  candidate that is coming from the City Council for

         17  redesignation. Mr. Dennis DeLeon, a Manhattan

         18  resident, Council redesignee to the Civilian

         19  Complaint Review Board for the remainder of a

         20  three-year term that expires on July 5th, 2006.

         21                 As you know, the Civilian Complaint

         22  Review Board is independent from the City's Police

         23  Department and is charged with the duty to

         24  investigate complaints of misconduct by police

         25  officers or the public.

                                                            4

          1  RULES, PRIVILEGES AND ELECTIONS

          2                 Board members are required to reflect

          3  the City's diversity. The Board consists of 13

          4  members, five designated by the Council for

          5  appointment by the Mayor, five appointed by the

          6  Mayor, and three appointed by the Police

          7  Commissioner, who are the only members that should

          8  have law enforcement experience.

          9                 CCRB has a civilian staff responsible

         10  for conducting investigations of complaints received

         11  by the Board. CCRB jurisdiction is limited to

         12  complaints claiming excessive force, abuse of

         13  authority, discourtesy or use of offensive language.

         14                 The Board operates in panels of at

         15  least three members.

         16                 At this time we'd like to welcome Mr.

         17  DeLeon. Am I pronouncing it properly?

         18                 MR. DeLEON: Yes.

         19                 CHAIRPERSON COMRIE: Okay. And we

         20  would like for you to raise your hand to be sworn

         21  in, please.

         22                 MR. O'MALLEY: Do you solemnly swear

         23  the testimony you are about to give this Committee

         24  is the truth and the whole truth?

         25                 MR. DeLEON: Yes.
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          2                 MR. O'MALLEY: Please state your name

          3  for the record.

          4                 MR. DeLEON: Dennis DeLeon.

          5                 MR. O'MALLEY: Thank you.

          6                 CHAIRPERSON  COMRIE: Do you have an

          7  opening statement, sir?

          8                 MR. DeLEON: I'm honored to be here

          9  again. As I said during my first appearance before

         10  the Committee is it's an honor to have been

         11  nominated by the Manhattan Delegation at the behest

         12  of Council Member Christine Quinn. It is my hope

         13  that my tenure on the CCRB will expedite fair and

         14  accurate investigations of the cases and that

         15  citizens, more citizens who have complaints, diverse

         16  citizens, those speaking all languages and those

         17  residing in all different parts of the City will

         18  have access to the body.

         19                 CHAIRPERSON COMRIE: Thank you, sir.

         20                 We have an opening, Christine Quinn

         21  has a statement.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: I just more

         23  wanted to comment, to thank Dennis for agreeing to

         24  be on the CCRB and to apologize that you've had to

         25  come back for reappointment, not ever having had the
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          2  opportunity to participate yet on the CCRB.

          3                 As I understand it the Mayor's Office

          4  has been very, very slow, to be kind, in processing

          5  your paperwork, which I don't completely understand

          6  at all, nonetheless, since you have served for four

          7  years as the head of the City's Human Rights

          8  Commission, one would think there might be a file on

          9  you somewhere where they could start the review

         10  from. So, I want to just apologize that you have to

         11  come back before us today, but thank you for

         12  remaining interested and committed to being a part

         13  of the CCRB and bringing your years of experience in

         14  government and outside of City government, running a

         15  non-profit organization to the Board. I think you'll

         16  be a tremendous asset for Manhattan and for all of

         17  the boroughs and for citizens and police officers,

         18  making sure that the truth really comes out in the

         19  process.

         20                 MR. DeLEON: It is my honor, Council

         21  Member.

         22                 I want to thank you for having put my

         23  name forward to the Manhattan Delegation.

         24                 CHAIRPERSON COMRIE: Okay, we've been

         25  joined by Council Member Tony Avella, but he's on

                                                            7

          1  RULES, PRIVILEGES AND ELECTIONS

          2  another mission.

          3                 I want to highlight and extenuate

          4  Council Member Quinn's comments that Mr. DeLeon has

          5  been nominated by the Council and due to reasons

          6  that we don't understand and we really do not

          7  appreciate, you hadn't been processed by the Mayor's

          8  Office.

          9                 Our excellent staff, Stuart Goldstein

         10  and Charles Davis, had done a preliminary

         11  investigation. I'm sure they came and knocked upon

         12  your door to verify your address. They looked over

         13  all your bank accounts, they checked your history,

         14  they checked your records, so I don't understand

         15  what the problem is at the Mayor's Office, and I

         16  appreciate your tenacity and your desire to serve

         17  and to continue to try to serve despite, you know, a

         18  lax of prompt action by the Mayor's Office and I

         19  don't know if anyone from the Mayor's side is here.

         20  Erin is in the other room. I think we forgot to tell

         21  her we were starting, but she's sharing two

         22  committees. But I would like to for the record just

         23  convey that we should not, after having a thorough

         24  vetting out of our candidates, be delayed so

         25  unnecessarily by the Mayor's Office, especially when
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          2  we have such highly qualified candidates that we're

          3  presenting from the City Council to this position,

          4  and a critical position such as CCRB, which is

          5  really the check and balance that should be done for

          6  the Police Department.

          7                 So, I would hope that whatever has to

          8  be done is done quickly, that you're allowed to

          9  continue to serve and serve out your entire term.

         10                 Are you actually serving right now?

         11                 MR. DeLEON: No, I'm not.

         12                 CHAIRPERSON COMRIE: No, you're not,

         13  right. So that makes it even worse. It makes it even

         14  worse that we have such a qualified candidate that

         15  the Mayor's Office has not been able to process. You

         16  know, we would hope that this is done quickly.

         17                 And in the interest of time and since

         18  you have been renominated, and seeing no one else

         19  has asked to have a question, and I know that your

         20  record has been stellar in the City and in this

         21  community, and I'm actually honored that you're

         22  continuing to want to serve, and we're going to do

         23  whatever we can as a Council to make sure that that

         24  happens quickly.

         25                 So, with that I'm prepared to vote,
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          2  if we have the recorder here.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Comrie.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Aye.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Provenzano.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: Aye.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Quinn.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: Aye.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Rivera.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: Aye.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Baez.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ: Aye.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Clarke.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Mr. Chair, may

         15  I have a moment to explain my vote?

         16                 CHAIRPERSON COMRIE: Yes.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: I would like

         18  to just add my voice of concern about the delay in

         19  bringing Mr. DeLeon on to the CCRB. We all recognize

         20  the importance of this entity in the City of New

         21  York. Our concern that the Civilian Complaint Review

         22  Board really fulfill its potential for providing the

         23  type of recourse that many citizens throughout this

         24  City rely upon also demands that we, as citizens, as

         25  representatives as the Mayor's Office do what we can

                                                            10

          1  RULES, PRIVILEGES AND ELECTIONS

          2  to facilitate that and not create unnecessary

          3  bottlenecks.

          4                 Mr. DeLeon's record of service to

          5  this City is a stellar one. His commitment at the

          6  community-based level is one that would totally

          7  enhance the ability of the Board to recognize its

          8  shortcomings, and realize potential, and so it's

          9  with pride that I cast my vote for Mr. DeLeon to

         10  serve on the Board but also ask that the

         11  Administration move with all deliberate speed to

         12  make sure that he is seated at the Board by its next

         13  meeting so that we can move forward in redoing this

         14  Board in making sure that it reaches its full

         15  potential and that we're able to identify any

         16  shortcomings that may be there in terms of resource

         17  and staffing, so that it meets the need of the very

         18  diverse citizenry that we have here in the City of

         19  New York.

         20                 Mr. Chair, I vote aye.

         21                 CHAIRPERSON COMRIE: Thank you.

         22                 Next.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Katz.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Aye.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Oddo.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Yes.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: The Speaker, Mr.

          4  Miller.

          5                 SPEAKER MILLER: Aye.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: By a vote of nine in

          7  the affirmative, zero in the negative and no

          8  abstentions, the item is adopted.

          9                 Council Members, please sign the

         10  Committee report.

         11                 Thank you.

         12                 CHAIRPERSON COMRIE: Council Members,

         13  I just want to make one closing statement, and

         14  actually to Erin again, that the Mayor's Office

         15  still hasn't completed the application for the Bronx

         16  candidates, Mr. Kuntz and Mr. Uhn. We don't

         17  understand why they haven't been approved. All the

         18  necessary paperwork is done and verified at our

         19  office, and my understanding from staff is that the

         20  Mayoral background has been completed for Mr.

         21  DeLeon, so there is a real question as to why he has

         22  not not been completely processed.

         23                 Also, we're going to hold the meeting

         24  open for a vote. Please, members that are on the

         25  Land Use Committee, we're going to start immediately
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          2  so you can come in and please wait to sign the

          3  report.

          4                 Land Use will start immediately. Mr.

          5  DeLeon, congratulations.

          6                 MR. DeLEON: Thank you.

          7                 CHAIRPERSON COMRIE: As you can see,

          8  everybody is wandering around here. We have some

          9  visitors, they can come in.

         10                 Congratulations, and, again, we hope

         11  that you'll be able to serve sooner rather than

         12  later.

         13                 Please don't forget to turn in your

         14  confidential reports.

         15                 (Hearing concluded at 11:20 a.m.)
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          2              CERTIFICATION

          3

          4

          5     STATE OF NEW YORK   )

          6     COUNTY OF NEW YORK  )

          7

          8

          9                 I, CINDY MILLELOT, a Certified

         10  Shorthand Reporter and Notary Public in and for the

         11  State of New York, do hereby certify that the

         12  foregoing is a true and accurate transcript of the

         13  within proceeding.

         14                 I further certify that I am not

         15  related to any of the parties to this action by

         16  blood or marriage, and that I am in no way

         17  interested in the outcome of this matter.

         18                 IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto

         19  set my hand this 30th day of September 2003.
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         25                          CINDY MILLELOT, CSR.
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