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          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: I'd like to

          3  call on Reverend Clint Miller of the Brown Memorial

          4  Baptist Church.

          5                 Reverend Miller.

          6                 REVEREND CLINT MILLER: To the Public

          7  Advocate, to the Speaker of the City Council, to all

          8  of the members of the Council, particularly to the

          9  Davis family, the siblings, of course the mother, we

         10  bring you greetings in the name of God who gave us

         11  life this morning.

         12                 James E. Davis was a man who tried to

         13  bring people of different communities and faiths

         14  together. There have been two landmarked events that

         15  have happened this summer; first, the murder of

         16  Brother Davis; and second, the blackout that

         17  happened last week.

         18                 The blackout showed us that no matter

         19  who you are or what you are, we all need power, and

         20  for the first time in a long time we saw black

         21  people going into synagogues, white folks going into

         22  black churches to pray, Asian people going into the

         23  iglacia (sic) and vice versa, and because we got an

         24  exercise of genuine community, perhaps the lights

         25  should go out more often.
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          2                 James Davis was a man who tried to

          3  put light in the midst of darkness. There was one

          4  time we had a meeting that Davis invited us to, he

          5  brought us to City Hall, and we had a meeting with

          6  the Deputy Mayor about economic development. A lot

          7  of money is coming into Brooklyn, and we want to

          8  make sure that things are fairly done.

          9                 James Davis introduced the agenda of

         10  the meeting and had his aides in the back, Janet,

         11  Felicia, and after he introduced the agenda, he said

         12  to his aides, "now we can begin" and they stood up

         13  and started taking pictures.

         14                 James David wanted to make sure that

         15  he got credit for the work that he has done. Because

         16  the press is here and because their flashes have

         17  made light and because they have taken pictures, in

         18  the spirit and the tradition of James Davis, let us

         19  now begin. Shall we pray?

         20                 Eternal God, we thank you for this

         21  day. We ask now that you give us the insight and the

         22  foresight, and before we endeavor to live the legacy

         23  of brother James E. Davis, we ask that you come

         24  through your Holy spirit, anoint these ornate walls,

         25  consecrate these chairs, oh God, and these desks,
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          2  remove anything unGodly from these Chambers, bless

          3  the leadership of this City in a time when there is

          4  much fear and uncertainty, not only here, but

          5  abroad. We ask that you hear this prayer. We ask it

          6  in your mighty and your matchless name, amen.

          7                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Mr. Speaker.

          8                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you, Reverend

          9  Miller, for your words of hope and encouragement and

         10  memory. I know that you shared much with James, as a

         11  fellow man of the cloth, but also as a friend, I

         12  know that your words come from the heart, so we

         13  appreciate your being here with us.

         14                 To the Davis family, nothing that I

         15  can say can express the profound sadness that we all

         16  feel, we know that you particularly bear with the

         17  loss of your beloved James. All I can say is that we

         18  are here for you, but I also want to thank you for

         19  being there for us, because your strength through

         20  this very difficult time has meant a great deal to

         21  all of us personally and individually and as a City.

         22                 I want you to know that the members

         23  of the Council here very much wanted this

         24  opportunity to say a few words about James, have a

         25  chance to pay tribute to our colleague. And we are
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          2  also joined by elected officials from other

          3  legislatures, Congressman Jose Serrano has joined us

          4  and we are honored by your presence, thank you very

          5  much, and I know James would have been honored, as

          6  well. Assemblyman Nick Perry is also here. Thank

          7  you, Assemblyman, for being with us, and former

          8  members of the Council, Council Member Ken Fisher

          9  and Tom Ognibene are both here in solidarity. And I

         10  apologize to any other elected officials that are in

         11  the room, I know James would have wanted you to get

         12  the recognition that you deserve, but we are glad

         13  that you are all here.

         14                 Last month we lost a colleague, a

         15  friend of ours, right here in this Chamber, and

         16  during the weeks since that day, we have said to

         17  ourselves and to others over and over again, that we

         18  would rededicate ourselves to continuing the work of

         19  Council Member James E. Davis. And now the time has

         20  come for us to begin anew the quest to fulfill the

         21  dream and his dream of a city that lives up to its

         22  best ideals and most noble aspirations.

         23                 James lived his live in pursuit of a

         24  better, safer world for our children, and that is a

         25  legacy that we all should be dedicated to
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          2  continuing.

          3                 Each one of us must raise a monument

          4  to James' memory, one made not of stone but of

          5  spirit, that we can pass down to our children so

          6  that they will know that our purpose is to live

          7  together in peace and prosperity. That is what James

          8  would have wanted, that is what he worked for, and

          9  we do him a disservice by striving for anything

         10  less.

         11                 So, as we begin our work here again,

         12  let us take a moment to reflect on James and to

         13  rededicate ourselves to realizing his vision for the

         14  people of the City of New York. I appreciate my

         15  colleagues who have taken the time to speak as well,

         16  and, of course, the public advocate, and I'm

         17  grateful for you all being here and particularly the

         18  Davis family, God bless you.

         19                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Good

         20  afternoon, the family of James Davis. It has been a

         21  month since we lost him and time has not diminished

         22  the magnitude of that loss.

         23                 You know, he loved the spotlight but

         24  he loved it to go on the problems of his community,

         25  not on himself.
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          2                 When I walked in here today, I

          3  remembered our ritual. We would come in, he would

          4  give me a big hug, we'd do a high five and laugh. I

          5  realized how much that ritual meant to me and how

          6  much I miss him. We all miss him.

          7                 Council Member Rivera.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: Thank you very

          9  much.

         10                 To the Davis family, we just wanted

         11  to say that every day our hearts are with you, and

         12  James was a friend of us all. He was someone that

         13  always put a smile on our face, he always embraced

         14  us no matter what the situation was, and he was an

         15  honest man, and that's how we all remember James

         16  Davis. I mean, he was the person that before he was

         17  being elected into government, we all know his

         18  history, he battled the big corporations to make

         19  sure that our streets would be safe and our kids

         20  would be safe and I was just a kid when he started

         21  his struggle to protect our kids and our streets.

         22  And learning more about him, unfortunately after his

         23  demise, only shows me that the work that we do here

         24  is extremely important, and the work that James was

         25  working on, it was extremely important for the
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          2  entire City, and we can have some solace in the fact

          3  that James is always going to be looking down over

          4  all of us, protecting us, empowering us, and making

          5  sure that we do the good work that the City of New

          6  York deserves, and that God would want us to do.

          7                 Our hearts go out with you. He is

          8  your family, he is our family, he is our friend here

          9  in the City Council, and we will never forget what

         10  James Davis represented to us.

         11                 Thank you. And I apologize for your

         12  loss.

         13                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         14  Member Perkins.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Thank you

         16  very much, Madam Public Advocate.

         17                 To the Davis family, I want to extend

         18  on behalf of my family and obviously my community

         19  our condolences, and our appreciation for you having

         20  shared James with us for as long as he did.

         21                 I have presented to my colleagues and

         22  will present to you a photo which captures what I

         23  believe as one of my most vivid memories of James

         24  Davis, in one of his last public appearances

         25  speaking out on the steps of Borough Hall in
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          2  Brooklyn, after a report was made by the Pratt

          3  Community Council about the lead paint poisoning in

          4  his district and in the City, and speaking out

          5  forcefully in support not only of the ending of the

          6  violence in the community as it related to lead and

          7  guns, but more importantly, also in terms of lead in

          8  paint and lead, lead-based paint that was affecting

          9  his community and many communities throughout the

         10  City, and his efforts to create a safe environment.

         11  I would like to give to you at the appropriate time

         12  this image of him that I think represents the best

         13  of him, the image of him that we all want to carry

         14  with ourselves, as he was fighting on behalf of his

         15  community, on behalf of all the children in our

         16  City.

         17                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         18  Member Comrie.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Thank you,

         20  Madam Public Advocate.

         21                 To the Davis family, to my

         22  colleagues, to all of the members, visitors, and

         23  residents of this City who have come to City Hall,

         24  James Davis's cruel death in this Chambers has

         25  scorched our hearts with grief. Our memories remain
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          2  with pain and our sorrows bear more than their share

          3  of sorrow.

          4                 His loss to his community is evident.

          5  His loss to this Council will be reflected many

          6  times over. We will miss his friendship. We will

          7  miss his lying strength in the battle for truth and

          8  right. We will miss his courage in bringing his

          9  convictions to action. He fought for the sake of all

         10  communities, and for the future of all people.

         11                 James knew no boundaries. He fought

         12  violence on the streets of Brooklyn and in the

         13  hearts of the misguided. I disagreed with James on

         14  occasion, but he was never bitter. That is a true

         15  test of friendship - disagree and still remain

         16  focused on critical issues without rancor. No matter

         17  the disagreement, he always made me feel like part

         18  of his inner circle. What energy James Davis had,

         19  what stamina. He had fire in his soul, and he

         20  brought spirituality to his leadership, doing the

         21  will of the One who sent him. And yet he had time to

         22  console and comfort.

         23                 He told one staff member who was

         24  depressed to remember we are never alone. God unseen

         25  was always with us, just as the wind and the air
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          2  unseen are always around us.

          3                 James Davis's spirit will shape our

          4  thoughts and our hopes. We may not see him but we

          5  will feel his presence, and feel strengthened and

          6  empowered by what he meant to us.

          7                 The gospel according to Thomas cites

          8  Jesus as saying, "If you bring forth what is within

          9  you, what you bring forth will save you."

         10                 James Davis never hesitated to bring

         11  forth what was within him to stand up and oppose any

         12  wrong taking place around him.

         13                 So, to those of us who mourn his

         14  taking away, his light must remain our challenge

         15  now. Let us at least follow that light that James

         16  Davis leaves behind, and follow with humanity and

         17  with humility the living conviction that as leaders

         18  we are our brothers' and sisters' keepers, just as

         19  James was.

         20                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         21  Member Oddo.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Thank you, Madam

         23  Public Advocate. Before I begin, the Speaker asked

         24  me to recognize former Council Member and my former

         25  Islander Una Clarke back home to the Chambers.
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          2                 To the members of the Davis family,

          3  to my colleagues, when I worked as a staff person to

          4  former Minority Leader, one of the ways that we

          5  dealt with the frustration and aggravation inherent

          6  in this job was to occasionally walk around this

          7  building, and as we would say reallocate some of the

          8  signs that were either affixed to the wall or to

          9  Council Members' desks, and by the time term limits

         10  kicked in we had quite a cadre of signs, and when I

         11  became Minority Leader we created something called

         12  "Minority Leader's Hall of Fame" in our office, and

         13  we had some of these signs placed on the wall.

         14                 After James Davis's memorable speech

         15  the day that we voted on the property taxes, the

         16  Republican Delegation decided to give James the

         17  highest compliment we could, and we affixed his

         18  picture to the Hall of Fame wall, and James was very

         19  proud of that.

         20                 Unfortunately, the story fastforward

         21  several months, and Council Member Lanza and I

         22  walked out and protest at a dinner at Gracie Mansion

         23  and the media immediately went to James being one of

         24  the few members who voted against the property tax,

         25  and James' comments were very glowing towards the
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          2  Mayor, and I had to make an executive decision, back

          3  then it was either you were with us, you were

          4  against us, and we had to strip James of the rights

          5  of being on the Hall of Fame.

          6                 A few weeks later James walked into

          7  the office, and my staff was in there and James

          8  bounced in with a smile, looked on the wall, saw

          9  that the picture was down, and wanted to know what

         10  was up and we told him what happened, and James's

         11  response was, with a smile, "it's okay, I know I'll

         12  be back up on that wall soon enough."

         13                 I think that captures the spirit of

         14  James perfectly. I will leave to others, who knew

         15  him better than I, to speak more about him

         16  personally, but I want to close on one note inspired

         17  by James.

         18                 On the day of and the day following

         19  his death, I had two of the very best conversations

         20  I've ever had with colleagues in my career, and it

         21  might surprise some, those conversations were with

         22  Charles Barron and Margarita Lopez. And I think that

         23  was common in those conversations was that we

         24  understand that we want the same things for our

         25  constituents, but we disagree on how to get there,
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          2  and we disagree passionately, and it's that passion

          3  that probably got us here.

          4                 I'm not naive enough to think that

          5  those of us in the Chambers will not have that same

          6  passion and we will not be out at each other's

          7  throats politically, but if at that moment in the

          8  heat of the battle we strip away party affiliations

          9  and political ideology and philosophy and remember

         10  our common humanity, I think James will look down

         11  with pride and his spirit indeed will live on. And

         12  I'm glad that I had a chance to know him, and we ask

         13  him for the strength to carry on without them.

         14                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         15  Member Fidler.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: I think, as I

         17  said the night before the funeral service at the

         18  reflection ceremony that I was probably the member

         19  who knew James the longest, and it would be

         20  impossible in a moment or two for me to say

         21  everything that's in my heart to say, so I'm just

         22  going to take a moment to make this pledge to you,

         23  that I'm going to continue to work to the things

         24  that were important to James - finding constructive

         25  alternatives for young people in our City;

                                                            17

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  supporting the cultural institutions throughout

          3  Brooklyn, that was so important to him; making sure

          4  that the politics of Brooklyn is more open today

          5  than it was yesterday and more open than it was the

          6  day before that; and for James's sake and for the

          7  children's sake, and for God's sake, stopping the

          8  violence.

          9                 The only other thing I want to say is

         10  that James was my friend, and I miss him already.

         11                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         12  Member Weprin.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Madam Public

         14  Advocate, my colleagues, the Davis family: Whenever

         15  I think of James Davis, I find my mind full of

         16  pictures. I see James standing and speaking up at a

         17  Council meeting, visiting the Western Wall in

         18  Jerusalem, on a legislative conference in Puerto

         19  Rico, the countless chats we had in the corridors in

         20  250 Broadway, and the many nights we attended a

         21  variety of events in Manhattan.

         22                 What is always present is a dynamo, a

         23  person overflowing with vitality and dynamism, a

         24  person who truly cared about the human condition of

         25  others, a person who could not be intimidated or
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          2  swayed from the course of action he had undertaken,

          3  and most important, I remember a person who always

          4  presented the other side of the question under

          5  discussion.

          6                 Walk with him down the streets of his

          7  district and you would easily feel the leadership

          8  and concern he gave to his constituents. They all

          9  knew him and knew him well. There was always a

         10  smile, a handshake, a back-slap, and the questions;

         11  how are you doing; how is the job going; schools

         12  okay; Mom's all right; and so many other questions

         13  that told his constituents I'm here for you, I care

         14  for you, and I will do for you.

         15                 All of us here can remember his

         16  speeches at the Council meeting. He often spoke as

         17  if he was a minister addressing a congregation. I'll

         18  never forget the wonderful invocation he gave at the

         19  only Council meeting held away from City Hall, in

         20  Greenpoint Brooklyn. I remember an introduction he

         21  gave me at one of his"Stop The Violence" luncheons

         22  right after we returned from Israel, and I told him

         23  that if I had some important event to attend in my

         24  district, I want you there to introduce me. And

         25  stopping the violence was his life's mission.
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          2                 When I introduced my bill along with

          3  Council Member Al Vann to outlaw look-alike toy

          4  guns, James embraced it. We will pass the law for

          5  you, James.

          6                 He was unfettered and unafraid of

          7  what he said, of whose feathers he ruffled, and

          8  James made us think of what we did in the Council,

          9  and of the way we voted. What we did, while we

         10  always did not agree with all the positions he

         11  adopted, he caused us to think about our own

         12  positions and justify to ourselves that we had taken

         13  the right course.

         14                 Now, he's gone. The greatest tragedy

         15  that can happen to a person is to be forgotten as

         16  life goes on. Forgetting someone tends to make them

         17  and all they undertook irrelevant. Not so with James

         18  Davis. He has impressed upon us an indelible

         19  remembrance of what he stood for, and in doing so we

         20  have become more fulfilled and he has become

         21  ennobled.

         22                 Thank you.

         23                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         24  Member Vallone.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: I can't help

                                                            20

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  but thinking how much James would have loved to see

          3  this today, to be the center of attention at City

          4  Hall Chambers. Then, again, why should today be any

          5  different than any other day? He was always the

          6  center of attention in these chambers, and he had a

          7  smile that could take over any room. I'm going to

          8  miss that smile every day.

          9                 It's important to remember James

         10  today, but it's more important to remember him in

         11  everything we do from this day on.

         12                 Our first Public Safety hearing will

         13  be dedicated to James and will be considering

         14  legislation introduced by James to remove illegal

         15  guns from the streets, something James worked very

         16  hard for.

         17                 To the Davis family and to James, I

         18  hope that we make you very proud of us. God be with

         19  you.

         20                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         21  Member Liu.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: James, we miss

         23  you.

         24                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         25  Member McMahon.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Thank you,

          3  Madam Public Advocate.

          4                 To the Davis family and to all of my

          5  colleagues: At the going home for his brother,

          6  Senator Robert Kennedy, Ted Kennedy cited some words

          7  from George Bernard Shaw, which was actually

          8  President Kennedy's favorite quote.

          9                 He said "Some men see things as they

         10  are and ask why. Others see things as they should be

         11  and say why not?" If I had to choose two words that

         12  describe to me the man James E. Davis, those words

         13  would be why not?

         14                 As a young man when he was stopped by

         15  the police wrongfully, he didn't turn that into a

         16  bad episode, instead he said why not become a law

         17  enforcement man. He went into the Corrections and to

         18  the Police Department. And as a young man in his

         19  community he looked around and saw the violence that

         20  was tearing apart our children, he didn't say why;

         21  he said, why not stop it? And as we know his

         22  anti-violence campaign and his fight with MTV and

         23  with Toys R Us, he didn't say let it be, he said why

         24  not? And the message of his life I think for us all

         25  should be, why not?
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          2                 When you look around this Chamber you

          3  see people representing all parts of the City, some

          4  black, some white, some brown, some yellow. And the

          5  thing about James was that he was a uniting force in

          6  this Chamber, believe it or not, because all of us,

          7  no matter what the color of our skin, our sex or our

          8  sexual orientation was, we loved him and he loved

          9  us, and he didn't look at us as what we looked for,

         10  he looked at us in our eyes and said to each and

         11  every one of us, why not? Why not be the best that

         12  you can be. Thank you, James, for leaving me with

         13  that message. Thank you, Davis family, for allowing

         14  us to be a small part of his life.

         15                 Thank you.

         16                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         17  Member Clarke.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Thank you,

         19  Madam Public Advocate. Mr. Speaker, the Davis

         20  family, all folks gathered here today, James was

         21  basically my home boy. If it weren't for lines drawn

         22  politically based on census tracks, we grew up in

         23  the same neighborhood essentially, and grew up very

         24  similarly. We used to remark a lot about the fact

         25  that we were both born in Brooklyn Jewish Hospital,
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          2  and James really reflected the best of what that

          3  community could had to offer. What growing up as

          4  young people in the seventies going through the

          5  eighties and being committed to the neighborhood

          6  that gave us our lives and that nurtured us was

          7  really about, and I just think about so many moments

          8  that James and I shared, a lot of encouragement,

          9  often times he got on my nerves but there was always

         10  love, overtly so. He would always say to me, "love

         11  ya, girl. Love ya." And I would always say to him,

         12  "James Davis, you're crazy." And he's missed. I

         13  mean, there's no doubt about it. I carry James with

         14  me every day. Every morning I wake up I always

         15  remember to just thank God for being alive, and then

         16  I thank God that James was in my life, and that he's

         17  inspired me in so many different ways. And for the

         18  people of the 40th Council District, many of whom

         19  see themselves as neighbors of James, people of the

         20  35th Council District and all the other adjoining

         21  districts, this man was very serious. He was one of

         22  us, he was raised by our communities and he had a

         23  very potent message to us, and it's my hope that

         24  that message will catch like wildfire in all of our

         25  communities, and that message was, first of all,
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          2  love yourself. I think people underestimate the

          3  power of what that truly means, he said love

          4  yourself, then use that love to stop the violence.

          5  It's my hope, it's my prayer, it's my mission, to

          6  make sure that every young person growing up within

          7  my community, everyone who I encounter, is aware

          8  that loving themselves is critical, stopping the

          9  violence will raise us up as a people in our

         10  humanity and beyond.

         11                 To the family, I miss my brother. I

         12  miss him. And thank you. Thank you for giving us

         13  James, and for being supportive. Mrs. Davis, you are

         14  a rock. You are a rock. God bless you. God bless

         15  you.

         16                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         17  Member Addabbo.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Thank you,

         19  Madam Public Advocate, my colleagues. To the Davis

         20  family, on behalf of myself and the entire Addabbo

         21  family, our condolences and our prayers forever.

         22                 I'm thankful that about 20 minutes

         23  before James's passing, James actually came over

         24  here and slapped me on the back, a slap that I will

         25  surely miss.
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          2                 I am forever thankful that he did

          3  come over to me, to talk about how the summer was

          4  going, about certain issues, but I will always be

          5  thankful for that moment that we had, and I will

          6  cherish that forever.

          7                 But for me, James Davis, the former

          8  police officer, but for me forever a Council member,

          9  will be an inspiration for the hard work that he

         10  did, to the dedication he had to his people of his

         11  district, and that I may be blessed with the same

         12  dedication and the same hard work that I have for my

         13  people.

         14                 Thank you.

         15                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         16  Member Barron.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: James, I have

         18  a beef with you today. You made me say something

         19  heartfelt to Jimmy Oddo, and I don't appreciate

         20  that, James. I came here to fight Jimmy, you're

         21  making me love him, and that's the character of

         22  James Davis.

         23                 I cried at the wake, I cried in my

         24  wife's arms at home, but today let's give James

         25  Davis a standing ovation for his work. Let's
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          2  celebrate the life of James Davis. Let's give it up

          3  for James Davis.

          4                 You know, James, as all of you know,

          5  was a very, very special, complex, deep, profound

          6  man. What he could do with a smile takes some of us

          7  to do in a whole speech. And I'm going to miss

          8  looking back at that seat and us giving each other

          9  the little signals on which way we should vote, and

         10  I'm going to miss him coming over, I have to

         11  confess, Mr. Speaker, coming over and you know how

         12  James will always give you that massage on your

         13  shoulders and say how you doing today? I'd say,

         14  James E., it's going well. And I'm going to miss him

         15  coming to the front of my office and me telling my

         16  Chief of Staff Paul Washington, don't tell him I'm

         17  here because if he comes in, I'm not going to get

         18  any work done, because me and James will be talking

         19  on and on. And I'll never forget him when he came to

         20  Zimbabwe with me, a very controversial issue.

         21  Actually, it made sense to me, but he came and he

         22  said, "Charles, I'm not going to leave you out there

         23  alone."

         24                 But more important than that, he

         25  said, "I want to go home to Mother Africa before I
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          2  die," and I just thank God that he had that

          3  opportunity.

          4                 So, while I'm going to miss him,

          5  James, you're doing it now, man. I got calls from

          6  Egypt, from Bogota, Colombia, from England, all over

          7  the world they're talking about you, James, all over

          8  the United States they're talking about you, all

          9  over the City they're talking about you. There is a

         10  Divine purpose for this moment. And, yes, this was a

         11  perverted, tragic incident, but God never makes a

         12  mistake, and it was a Divine purpose for the way it

         13  happened, where it happened, and who it happened to.

         14  And so we just need to pick up on the Divinity of

         15  this moment.

         16                 And I say to the Davis family, if God

         17  willing, and it's Jeffrey, I'm going to continue the

         18  same commitment to you as I had to your brother. May

         19  God wish you the best.

         20                 And, James, look for me in the

         21  whirlwind.

         22                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         23  Member Recchia.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Yes, Madam

         25  Public Advocate.
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          2                 To the James Davis family, he will be

          3  missed. I am the Councilman from Coney Island. James

          4  Davis loved Coney Island, and when we first got

          5  elected he came up to me, he goes "what are you

          6  going to do for Coney Island?" I said, "James, I

          7  will take care of Coney Island." And what's hard to

          8  believe is that how well known he is, and how many

          9  of my constituents loved him, they knew him, and I

         10  made a commitment that I will help the people of

         11  Coney Island, and they remember James Davis. He

         12  spent time there.

         13                 But on behalf all of us here at City

         14  Hall, we love James. He accomplished a great deal

         15  for the short time he was here, but more

         16  importantly, what he started must carry on, and we

         17  support the family in making his dreams come true.

         18                 Thank you.

         19                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         20  Member Seabrook.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Thank you,

         22  Madam Public Advocate.

         23                 To the family, James Davis, James was

         24  quite a character, and he was a one-man band as I

         25  called him. He played and danced to his own beat,
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          2  and he was his own drum and drum major. And the

          3  thing about James is that I don't think that anyone

          4  loved their job more than James Davis, and he would

          5  even let you know, and every time he would get up,

          6  Helen and I would look at each other and we'd know

          7  what his first statement would be, "I'm an ex-police

          8  officer." So, every time he would get up, Helen

          9  would look, and I would look, and I would say, don't

         10  worry, James, we are protected on this row back here

         11  because James is packing.

         12                 But he was just an amazing

         13  individual. Charles, he started coming to your

         14  office after mine was closed, because he was right

         15  across the hall from me. And James would be here and

         16  then he'd call Allan and the three of them would be,

         17  of us would be in the office. But James, the beauty

         18  of James is that he brought so many people into City

         19  Hall who had never been here.

         20                 He would pick up someone on the

         21  subway, and he would start a conversation, and the

         22  next thing you know they would be in here and he

         23  would be telling them, that he would introduce

         24  everybody to this person, and I asked him was that

         25  the staff? He said, no, they were just riding on the
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          2  train and I just had them hanging out with me. But

          3  that's James Davis. That's the character in which he

          4  was.

          5                 And he would do anybody, and he would

          6  always say, you know, we call him the preacher

          7  because he would get up and roll his chair back

          8  here, and he'd say what should he talk about today,

          9  and he would give us a sense of what he was going to

         10  do and roll his chair back and say how did I do, I

         11  said, you preach well, brother.

         12                 But that was the character of James

         13  E., and no matter who it was, white or black, Jew or

         14  Gentile, Protestant or Catholic, he would have that

         15  smile. Police officers, he would walk up and say,

         16  you're doing a good job, you're doing a good job. He

         17  would pat him on the back. We went to get our ID at

         18  the Police Department, James knew everybody over

         19  there, and he would walk in and then he had his

         20  trial at federal court, and he said, I need you guys

         21  to come for support. So, Allan Jennings and I, I

         22  said let's go over and support James, he's got his

         23  federal lawsuit going.

         24                 The character that James was, he got

         25  up in the courtroom and introduce Allan Jennings and
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          2  myself to the Judge in the courtroom. And I said,

          3  James, you can't do that, man. But he just let

          4  everybody know that we were there, and that's the

          5  character.

          6                 And he told me, he said, "you know,

          7  Larry, I'm going to be the elected Al Sharpton."

          8  That's what he said. He said he was going to be the

          9  elected. He said, "I'm going to be the elected Al

         10  Sharpton." And as independent as he wanted to be,

         11  you can see I never met his father but you knew who

         12  James was like his mama. And the spirit in which was

         13  there, and James was such a character and to see

         14  him, and we had the opportunity to attend a lot of

         15  fights together, James and I, boxing matches, and

         16  once we were in Florida at a boxing match, and we

         17  stayed a little longer than we were supposed to say

         18  and James started telling the people at the airport

         19  who I was and why I had to get on the plane. So, I

         20  said, Miss, I'm not with them. And I got on the

         21  plane and they left James, so he didn't make the

         22  plane. I said, we're not going to argue. He said

         23  they were supposed to go first class.

         24                 So, James was such a character, and

         25  I'm going to miss him, because as Maria would know,
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          2  he would roll back here and take this off my desk

          3  every time, and say, whatever you signed on, I'm

          4  just going to copy what you have and take it up

          5  front.

          6                 James, I'm going to miss you, baby,

          7  but you're the star of the show again. You're truly

          8  going to be missed, and such a character to pass

          9  this way, to bring just little ordinary common

         10  people who would have never come to City Hall. I

         11  mean, James would just pick people up and bring them

         12  in, and he would have them in his office to show

         13  them and talk about it. That's the magnitude of

         14  James E. Davis, and I will say that he's truly going

         15  to be missed in this family, and he left a

         16  tremendous mark, and he would stand up and I would

         17  say, James, you know, he'd say this is what I got to

         18  do on this bill. I can't vote for this. I said you

         19  got to do what you got to do, and we all have to do

         20  what we have to do. And I said, but remember, this

         21  is what you wanted to do, and you can't pull

         22  everybody with you because some people have to do

         23  what they have to do, and he understood that he

         24  respected that, but he just was James E. Davis and

         25  there will never be another James E. Davis.

                                                            33

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2                 Thank you.

          3                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          4  Member Quinn.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: As many of my

          6  colleagues have mentioned, James, when he looked at

          7  somebody he saw the things in that person, not the

          8  things that were different, but the things that were

          9  the same. And when he looked at human beings he saw

         10  what united us, not what divided us, and it was that

         11  part of him that made him such an advocate for all

         12  New Yorkers and somebody who was so committed to the

         13  humanity that is part of New York and New York City.

         14                 And, you know, not every elected or

         15  public official stands with the lesbian and gay

         16  community in New York City, and James Davis not only

         17  stood with the LGBT committee, he ran to get to the

         18  front of the line to stand with us.

         19                 When there was a bill for the LGBT

         20  community that I introduced or anybody else

         21  introduced, he was the first one to put his name to

         22  it, and he was the first one to come to events in

         23  support of our community and always wanted it to be

         24  known that he was 100 percent squarely behind the

         25  LGBT community because he saw injustice and wanted
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          2  it made right, and he saw human beings and wanted

          3  them treated fairly. And I will forever have a great

          4  memory of marching from the beginning to the end,

          5  and it is long, of the Gay Pride Parade with James

          6  Davis, and my only complaint was that he seemed to

          7  know more people in the crowd than I did, and he was

          8  stealing a little bit of my spotlight, but at one

          9  point I said, James, you going to keep going? He

         10  said, I'm not done. I'm marching til we're done. And

         11  at the end it was just James and myself crossing

         12  over at Christopher Street to the end of the parade.

         13  But the people who knew him, from the applause and

         14  the cheers he go that day, were well deserved,

         15  because people in my community knew he was there

         16  with us 100 percent, not because it was politically

         17  popular, but because it was the right thing to do,

         18  and it was his heart that guided him and his

         19  politics, and that's what I saw that day marching

         20  down Fifth Avenue.

         21                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         22  Member Koppell.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Thank you. To

         24  the Davis family and to our Speaker, Madam Public

         25  Advocate and colleagues, I think the comments
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          2  demonstrate that we have really a unique colleague

          3  in James Davis who will indeed be missed.

          4                 You know, he was so vibrant, and such

          5  a presence in this Chamber, that as I've been

          6  sitting here, I've been waiting for him to step up

          7  to this desk in a sense. I think you all know what I

          8  mean. Such a presence in this Chamber, it's hard to

          9  believe that he is not here.

         10                 It also should not be forgotten, in

         11  talking about how much he was loved and respected

         12  and loved and respected in return, that he had

         13  enormous courage, the courage to face up to those in

         14  power, even those in power in this Chamber, and to

         15  do what he felt was right, no matter who was on the

         16  other side. And that extended to his political life

         17  in Brooklyn where he stood up to leadership and was

         18  willing to come forward against those who had much

         19  more influence and power and money than he did and

         20  yet he was still successful because of his unique

         21  brand of commitment and energy.

         22                 This was a man of great

         23  determination, of great caring and of great

         24  commitment, and with all his opposition, he still

         25  tried, as illustrated by the comments here today,
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          2  with each person, to try and bring out the

          3  individuality of that person. So, when he spoke to

          4  me he spoke about certain characteristics that he

          5  saw in me.

          6                 When he spoke to every colleague, as

          7  they spoke today, he recognized their uniqueness,

          8  their individuality. This was a remarkable man, and

          9  we say, how can he be taken from us? How can such a

         10  thing happen? How can there be anything good about

         11  that? The only thing that I can conclude in thinking

         12  about it is, he dedicated his life against violence,

         13  and his death in that unspeakable violence, I think

         14  was a lesson to everyone in this Chamber, and

         15  perhaps everyone who knew about it in the City and

         16  State and nation, of the horror of violence, of the

         17  senselessness of violence, of the need to do

         18  everything to prevent violence, and stop violence,

         19  and his death ultimately was his ultimate lesson to

         20  us of our obligation to quell the violence and stop

         21  the violence, love ourselves and stop the violence.

         22                 James, you teach us, even though

         23  you're not with us.

         24                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         25  Member Vann.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Thank you, Madam

          3  Public Advocate, Speaker, Colleagues, the Davis

          4  family. I, too, had a word with James before he went

          5  up to the balcony. We were standing over there, and

          6  James was trying to persuade me to change my

          7  commitments that I had in the district to come to a

          8  hearing he was having that night in Planning Board 2

          9  on renaming Fulton Street Harriet Tubman Avenue. I

         10  say, James, he said this is in my district, I've got

         11  to go. He said, man, I need you. He said, as soon as

         12  you come I'll put you on. Don't worry about it, just

         13  come. We had had a previous conversation about this

         14  because I said, look, James, from Queens to Parson

         15  Avenue, all the boards are on board, Harriet Tubman

         16  Avenue, I said Community Board 2, what's up? He

         17  said, look, from Clarkson to Flatbush is mine, it's

         18  got to be Harriet Tubman, he said the rest is on

         19  Yassky, that's on him to take care of that, but I'm

         20  going to take care of Clarkson to Flatbush Avenue.

         21  So, this is the last public hearing before we were

         22  going to move this thing and he was going to make me

         23  come and I said, okay, James, okay. I'll make some

         24  amendments. I'll get there. It's a commitment I

         25  didn't have to make, unfortunately.
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          2                 Well, to the Davis family, you know

          3  that James is with the Master, and that his soul is

          4  resting in peace, peacefully. I know that you find

          5  some measure of comfort knowing that James didn't

          6  live a long life, but he lived a meaningful life.

          7  Meaningful. He sought to make a difference.

          8                 So, in James' memory, you know, I

          9  strengthen my resolve, and I challenge my

         10  legislators, friends, to strengthen their resolve to

         11  make a difference in the lives of people in the

         12  City, particularly those who need our assistance.

         13                 Thank you, and God bless you.

         14                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         15  Member Katz.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: James made me

         17  laugh. And if I think of James, that's really the

         18  one thing that I constantly think of is how much he

         19  made me laugh, and I was always marveled by him in

         20  so many different ways. You know, we were often at

         21  odds on the substance of issues, probably not as

         22  often as he would like to have thought we were, but

         23  a lot of times we were at odds on the substantive

         24  issues, and one of the great things about James was

         25  that, you know, it was okay to disagree, but I
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          2  always marvel at how he got it. He got it. We could

          3  debate and we could argue and we could fight and we

          4  could just bring our issues to the table and at the

          5  end of it, he would slap me on the back, really hard

          6  sometimes, and he would say, you know what, Melinda,

          7  it's okay. But when you realize I'm right in a few

          8  weeks, let me know. And that was truly how it was,

          9  and he would walk away with a smile. And no matter

         10  what the conversation was, busting each other and

         11  teasing each other.

         12                 We had the privilege of going to

         13  Israel. The Speaker took a group of folks to Israel

         14  and James was on this trip, and I used to love

         15  teasing him about all of the answers he had for the

         16  Palestinian/Israeli conflict, and you know, he had

         17  suggestions for folks. We'd be sitting there with

         18  the Mayor of Jerusalem and he would give him his

         19  suggestions on how to create peace and, you know, at

         20  least he came up with things. And it was

         21  interesting, and he made every meeting a good

         22  meeting and an interesting meeting. He always left

         23  us with something to talk about. Or whether it was

         24  just teasing him, I went up to him one time and I

         25  said, were you a cop? I didn't know that. How come
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          2  you never told me. And whatever it was, he always

          3  had a laugh and he always had a smile, and I always

          4  marveled at how he got it. And the one thing he

          5  always knew is that our every day debates and our

          6  every day disagreements and our every day work that

          7  we do always transcended the whole entire reason

          8  that we were here. We were here to represent our

          9  communities, we were here to represent them well,

         10  and we were here to work it out, and our communities

         11  expected us to work it out. And James understood

         12  that, and he will be sorely missed by this

         13  institution and he will be sorely missed by me.

         14                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         15  Member Jennings.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER JENNINGS: Thank you,

         17  Madam Public Advocate.

         18                 I just wanted to give my sincere

         19  condolences to James Davis's mom and his brothers

         20  and his sisters and brothers and his family. I know

         21  how much you miss him, and I know I miss him and you

         22  probably miss him, of course, much more than I do. I

         23  certainly miss the calls at 3:00 in the morning, he

         24  would wake me up with his great ideas, and sometimes

         25  try and hang up the phone, and I would tell him,
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          2  listen, I'm sleeping, it's 3:00 in the morning. What

          3  are you calling me for? And I miss him calling me at

          4  7:00 in the morning to tell me what's in the

          5  newspaper. He would get up every morning and watch

          6  New York 1, and especially when he's in the paper,

          7  he would have to call me up, wake me up and tell me,

          8  did you see the Daily News?  I'm in it. Did you see

          9  me in the Sun?  I'm in the Sun today. And, of

         10  course, he would talk about one of his great

         11  ambitions one day of becoming the Mayor of New York

         12  City, and I always told him I would support him. I

         13  think if he stayed around long enough, I think he

         14  would have been Mayor of New York City, because he

         15  was a person who always spread love with people.

         16                 I don't know of another Councilman

         17  who walked by this Chambers and says hello to

         18  everybody. He would never walk by anyone at any time

         19  and not shake their hand and not say hello, and

         20  always trying to make peace.

         21                 You look at the way he passed. You

         22  know, he died trying to make peace with somebody who

         23  was once his enemy. And no matter who opposed him,

         24  even if they didn't agree, always try to make a

         25  brother and make love with that person, and that's
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          2  something all of us should emulate and trying to do,

          3  always trying to spread love, always no matter what

          4  we disagree, especially here as legislators, we are

          5  here fighting for our people and we should never

          6  take things personally.

          7                 What I admired about James most of

          8  all is his courage, to always fight for justice. You

          9  know, when he was wrongfully thrown off the Police

         10  Department, he fought and didn't give up, and fought

         11  to get back into the Police Department, when he ran

         12  for City Council and came to look at the

         13  circumstances how he got here, he got here fighting

         14  upstream, fighting the party organization, and still

         15  beating the party and all the people who worked so

         16  hard against him.

         17                 But while I just talk to my

         18  colleagues and ask my colleagues if we could all

         19  please adopt the spirit of James Davis, the spirit

         20  of James Davis to fight for what's right all the

         21  time, it doesn't make a difference who is against

         22  it, what the political consequences are. He would

         23  always fight for just what's right. And that's what

         24  we're here to do. We're here to fight on what's

         25  right on behalf of the people of New York City, not
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          2  to get along with the powers that be. That's not

          3  what we're here for, and he emulated what we're here

          4  for, to fight for what is right all the time, and

          5  didn't care about political consequences. If we

          6  could just adopt the spirit of James Davis in each

          7  one of us, this would be such a great City.

          8                 If there's anything we could learn

          9  from his death, and forget about his death, from his

         10  life, to just that spirit, do what is right no

         11  matter what, always, all the time. Thank you.

         12                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         13  Member Nelson.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: James had so

         15  many admirable qualities, we've heard so many of

         16  them, and I'd have to go back to the charm.

         17                 The first time I met him, he knew

         18  something that I did, and it happened to be

         19  something good, and I forgot about it, but he did

         20  his homework and he brought it up. And at first I

         21  was pretending I knew what he was talking about,

         22  because I didn't remember it, but then we got to

         23  what it was, and I was so impressed by that. He knew

         24  something I had done a couple of years ago, and, of

         25  course, he won me over. First meeting. That was
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          2  James.

          3                 I believe that if he walked into a

          4  Klu Klux Klan meeting, he probably would have

          5  convinced at least a lot of them to change their

          6  evil ways, or at the very least they would have

          7  taken him out to dinner that night.

          8                 He was quite an individual, we know

          9  what a fighter he was, our condolences go most

         10  readily to his family that's here today that showed

         11  such dignity throughout it all, and because he was

         12  devoted to them as much as he was to his community,

         13  and more, of course. He had to find out everything

         14  about a situation to make a decision, and he would

         15  just uncover a secret of truth to find out, so when

         16  he argued, he'd argue correctly.

         17                 One of his qualities was that he was

         18  an extremely intelligent man, young man, but even

         19  though he was taken from us way too soon, he

         20  accomplished much more than 99 percent of the world

         21  that lived to be twice his age, and of course to

         22  stop the violence, the best we could do was to

         23  continue with his battle. And, James, you did good.

         24  Congratulations to your family who were with you all

         25  along. Thank you.
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          2                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          3  Member Espada.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER ESPADA: Thank you,

          5  Madam Public Advocate, colleagues and, of course,

          6  the Davis family.

          7                 I'm from the South Bronx. I'm a

          8  native son of the South Bronx, born in Puerto Rico

          9  but reared all of my life in the South Bronx, and I

         10  want you to know that I knew your son before he

         11  sought public office, and I met him over the phone.

         12  Harry Kresky, his lawyer, put me in touch with him

         13  over the phone. I had just been thrown off the

         14  ballot in one of my political battles in the Bronx,

         15  and James had just been stripped of being police

         16  officer because he sought public office. And, so,

         17  the lawyer puts me on the phone to talk to this

         18  young man, who is new in this way of political

         19  fighting, and he wanted me to make him feel good.

         20  So, I spoke to the brother, and he picked up the

         21  phone and he heard me for about 30 seconds, and then

         22  he went right into it, and he said how he was going

         23  to overcome, and at the end of the phone

         24  conversation, and you, brother Espada, you hold your

         25  chin up, you stay up, you stay strong. This is the
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          2  young brother giving this veteran of political

          3  fights in the Bronx advice. That was his spirit.

          4                 But today what I take away for me is

          5  not that spiral staircase walk that I talked about a

          6  month ago where he was at the top of that spiral

          7  staircase and he gave me a hug and talked about, you

          8  know, keeping the fight and how I was doing, but

          9  your son, your brother, you kin folk, James E.

         10  Davis, he gave an incredible dimension to being a

         11  political outsider, to being in political exile, he

         12  gave it the human touch. He defined his humanity

         13  even when he was cast aside. He made people know

         14  that he was human. He shared his spirit and the

         15  spirit would not be denied. This is what I will

         16  remember the legacy of James E. Davis to be, the man

         17  who gave spirit and who gave human dimension to

         18  political independence in this City. And, yes, that

         19  legacy will live on in many ways. For Jeffrey Davis,

         20  we're reminded of that struggle that your brother

         21  lived, and we're also reminded of the fact that

         22  we're all a work-in-progress, we're all imperfect,

         23  and we all eventually hope to scale the heights and

         24  reach the heights, the moral and spiritual heights

         25  of your brother, James E. Davis. I wish you all the
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          2  best, brother.

          3                 Thank you very much.

          4                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          5  Member Sanders.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Thank you,

          7  Madam Public Advocate, Mr. Speaker.

          8                 To the Davis clan, C-l-a-n, I bring

          9  greetings from the Sanders' family. I was hearing

         10  one of my colleagues speak of how James Davis would

         11  even bring some understanding to if he went to the

         12  Klan, I suspect that they would have a very short

         13  meeting if he went in there.

         14                 So, I hear that James has fallen,

         15  he's not here, but I think they're wrong. You see, I

         16  see James Davis's face every time that people are

         17  standing against bigotry and oppression. I hear the

         18  voice of James Davis every time somebody stands in

         19  the wilderness and says to the powers that be, you

         20  better change your ways.

         21                 I kind of feel the touch of James

         22  Davis every time somebody reaches down to help

         23  somebody stand up, and stand on their own feet. So,

         24  I don't know about all of these people who are

         25  saying that he's gone, and to the oppressive powers
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          2  who may feel happy that a voice that had been strong

          3  on so many issues are gone. I would like to remind

          4  them that the asphalt pavements are creating

          5  hundreds of James Davis's that are rising up and

          6  making sure that justice will come to this City in

          7  our lifetimes.

          8                 So, all of this talk of the gone

          9  James Davis, I hear you, but I'm talking about the

         10  spirit which says we're going to continue this fight

         11  to bring justice here now and not just make a

         12  memorial to a failed effort, but to live to make

         13  sure that the effort comes to fruition.

         14                 Thank you very much.

         15                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         16  Member Dilan.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: Thank you,

         18  Madam Public Advocate, and to the Davis family, my

         19  sincerest condolences.

         20                 I just want to take some time to

         21  reflect on my memories of James Davis and what first

         22  comes to mind is this Council's first trip to

         23  Washington to fight for more disaster relief funds

         24  for this City. I remembered myself, Council Member

         25  Seabrook, Council Member Stewart, we all spent a
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          2  little bit of time in Congressman Towne's Office,

          3  because I believe he touches a part of all of our

          4  districts, except for Council Member Seabrook. And I

          5  remember the conversation and I remember sitting in

          6  the room with them saying you put these three guys

          7  together, you'll get all kind of jokes and hear

          8  laughs about all kind of subjects, and it was really

          9  enjoyable. But there was one part that really stood

         10  out, and I really thought about it on the day that

         11  he died. I remember them talking about his struggles

         12  to become an Assemblymember, and some of the things

         13  that he had to do, and he was a little upset that

         14  even though he had lost, that his opponent was being

         15  a little bit of a sore winner. I'm not going to take

         16  any sides there, but he said the opponent is being a

         17  sore winner. And you know, I remember James saying

         18  that very day, he says, you know, when I won, I

         19  reached out to everybody, I'm not a sore winner. I'm

         20  not a sore winner.

         21                 And I remember there were people

         22  questioning, why was James even in the balcony?

         23  James was up there, and he wasn't being a sore

         24  winner. I mean, he knew he was going to beat the

         25  buy, but he tried to bring him in and that was
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          2  James. But James always went up to the balcony.

          3  James, you know, whenever important legislation was

          4  being voted on that day and labor had rallied their

          5  troops up there, James would always walk up there

          6  and shake their hands, always walk up and greet the

          7  people, always do things to that effect.

          8                 I remember James when I was running

          9  for the Borough Negotiator position for the Brooklyn

         10  Delegation, James was the deciding vote, and I think

         11  he made up his mind at the very last minute, and he

         12  says, you know, Dilan I'm going to support you, but

         13  I don't want you to forget about my culturals ever,

         14  and that's a commitment that I'm going to hold to

         15  like the other chair of the delegation, Lou Fidler,

         16  even in James's passing.

         17                 James supported me on a lot of

         18  things. We worked together to fight firehouses, and

         19  we worked together to fight homeless shelters, and I

         20  remember him saying to me, you know, everybody

         21  thinks you as a shy kid, he says, but you're doing

         22  these things and people are starting to notice you,

         23  starting to recognize you. I'm a little bit

         24  different from James, the recognition doesn't really

         25  mean that much to me, but it was good to hear
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          2  somebody like James say that because it's just

          3  something about the way he said it that made me feel

          4  good inside, and he had a way of doing that with

          5  each and every one of us.

          6                 I remember the day of the property

          7  tax vote, I just happened to be sitting in the

          8  Speaker's Office in the waiting area reading the

          9  paper, and James had got called in and he looked at

         10  me and he goes, Dilan, did you rat on me? I said,

         11  James, I swear to God I didn't rat on you. I swear

         12  to God. Well, now, James in your place you got the

         13  most proof to know that I didn't rat on you, and I

         14  remember that day. I was walking down the aisle, and

         15  I just heard loud pops, and my first instinct was to

         16  run right underneath Peter Vallone's desk, as I was

         17  in that area, and the first thing that came to mind

         18  is what happened in Congress in the fifties, and

         19  what I thought of is just maybe somebody that was

         20  sitting in the balcony that was upset at the entire

         21  Council for maybe a vote or two that we had taken,

         22  you know, during our time, and was scared. I

         23  remember Officer Burke was also the first one to

         24  evacuate all the Council members, and I remember

         25  leaving the Council and going straight home to
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          2  Brooklyn, and the first thing I did was call my

          3  parents and just tell them that I was okay. And I

          4  remember, they closed all the bridges, but myself

          5  and Council Member Reyna, who was in the car with me

          6  that day, was already halfway home, and we had 1010

          7  WINS on the radio, and we heard that James had been

          8  shot, and right away I knew he was dead because I

          9  was in the Chamber, and it surprised everybody that

         10  was in the Chamber, and my heart fell to the floor.

         11  I love being a Council member, this is not worth

         12  James's life. We'll remember you, James.

         13                 I'm going to close, but I just want

         14  to ask that as long as this Council meets, nobody

         15  should ever, ever sit in that chair right there. As

         16  long as we're here. Thank you.

         17                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         18  Member Stewart.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Thank you,

         20  Madam Public Advocate.

         21                 To the James Davis family, I hope I

         22  can hold my emotions because I still feel that I'm

         23  in a dream, because James was my friend.

         24                 Just recently we went to Trinidad. I

         25  invited James to Trinidad, and we spent about a week
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          2  together. And while in Trinidad, we spoke about

          3  politics, and we spoke about how are we going to

          4  handle the elections and who was going to run

          5  against who, and all of that, and James told me he

          6  is going to make peace with all of his opponents.

          7  And I asked him, why are you going to do that? And

          8  he said, well, it's better to make peace than to

          9  make war. And we went around several places. I took

         10  him to see quite a lot of the elected officials down

         11  there, and I even took him to places that I don't

         12  even want to mention now, nevertheless, we had a

         13  wonderful time, and I said, James, you have to take

         14  your jacket off sometimes, you have to take the tie

         15  off, because it's very warm in Trinidad and you've

         16  got to loosen up. And he said to me, Doc, you know,

         17  the press might be watching. We're here on a

         18  fact-finding mission and you never know.

         19                 I said, James, we are in Trinidad, I

         20  don't think the press is going to follow you here.

         21  And low and behold when we got back there were

         22  pictures in the press, not only with James, but some

         23  of my other colleagues who I invited to Trinidad.

         24                 James was such a person that he would

         25  impress you with slangs and with sayings that you
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          2  would always remember him. For example, he said,

          3  Doc, why don't you say that you are the only born

          4  Caribbean in the Council? I said I didn't really

          5  realize that, you know. And I didn't consider myself

          6  the only born Caribbean because I have some other

          7  colleagues who are in the Council are from the

          8  Caribbean. He said, well, they are not born there.

          9  They're parents might be from there, but they are

         10  not born there. So, I always remember that. And I

         11  always thought of James, if I protect him in

         12  Trinidad, being the Reverend, in the Council, and a

         13  former policeman, he will protect me because he sits

         14  right in the back of us, and I consider him my

         15  protector. I consider him my friend. Whatever

         16  happens up front here, I know I have James in the

         17  back.

         18                 I asked James, why do you challenge

         19  the leadership? He said, I'm not really challenging

         20  the leadership. This is the very good way of getting

         21  to the press. I say, well, will you tell the

         22  leadership that you're not really challenging? And

         23  he says, well, listen, you have to be that true

         24  independent person. The true independent person is

         25  one who listens to all, in the end the decision is
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          2  yours but you've got the standing consequences of

          3  that decision. And I appreciate James for telling me

          4  that.

          5                 Mrs. Davis, I want to thank you

          6  personally for your son, for him being my friend,

          7  and for him having secrets that we may not share.

          8                 Thank you very much.

          9                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         10  Member Martinez.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Thank you,

         12  Madam Public Advocate.

         13                 On behalf of my family, the

         14  constituents that I represent, which gave us and

         15  made many, many calls to my office to express their

         16  condolences, I also want to say (in Spanish.) We

         17  really do miss David.

         18                 He and I, we met through TV. He and I

         19  were featured in the PBS 2001 Primaries, in which we

         20  both made the same statement after the Primary. And

         21  when we saw each other here in the Chambers, I asked

         22  him why did you say that, because I said the same

         23  thing? And what Davis said was, how do you feel now?

         24  They asked him how do you feel now after you won the

         25  Primary, and Davis said, "on top of the world." And
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          2  he kept saying that all the time him and I met, "top

          3  of the world, baby," was his phrase. And the reason

          4  he said that was, he told me, he said he was on top

          5  of the world because his constituents truly believed

          6  in him, his message of non-violence, his message of

          7  improving his community, his message of speaking for

          8  those that didn't have the voice nor the authority

          9  to speak for themselves, really got him elected. So,

         10  that's what placed him on top of the world.

         11                 And I told him, you know, I said

         12  something similar to that, because it was truly the

         13  people who elected me, because they believed in me,

         14  and they gave me their confidence and their faith

         15  that we were going to do the right thing, and today

         16  James continues to be on top of the world, looking

         17  down on us and making sure that we're doing the

         18  right thing for the people.

         19                 Again, (in Spanish.) God bless you.

         20                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         21  Member Boyland.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: To Mama

         23  Davis, today was very difficult for me, just to walk

         24  in these Chambers today. I've grieved on my own with

         25  my family, just not having the realization that this
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          2  has even occurred within this hall, within my

          3  lifetime. James was just at my house a week before

          4  this happened. We have a cookout and he comes and he

          5  shares with the family and he usually makes us

          6  laugh, but who would have thought in my lifetime

          7  being born into a family that does nothing but

          8  commit their lives to people, that someone that

          9  commits their life to just helping people would have

         10  to leave us this way, and it's very difficult to me

         11  because James was my friend, and in his own way he

         12  blew Brooklyn, he took us by storm. He created

         13  something in Brooklyn that not only young people

         14  will follow, but anyone that has any ambition to

         15  change the status quo will go ahead and do based on

         16  the life of James Davis.

         17                 I had the pleasure of knowing James

         18  before the City Council, when he was running for

         19  district leader. And he came by my house as he

         20  usually does, and he told my dad, the people will

         21  speak, the rights of the people will prevail, no

         22  matter what the status quo in Brooklyn was at that

         23  time, I will win. I said, oh, James, that's James,

         24  and indeed it came true.

         25                 Then he said the will of the people
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          2  will speak again. And I thought is that this Moses

          3  thing that he does all the time? But in actuality it

          4  occurred, and he became the City Council member. And

          5  he was setting to do a number of other things, as I

          6  see Codwell in the back was planning to be his

          7  marching army to move forward. So, to you, Mama

          8  Davis, our words will never bring back your son, but

          9  as I attended a funeral yesterday of a

         10  three-year-old in Brownsville that was taken away

         11  from us by gun violence, and I had nothing at all to

         12  say, when I thought about James, I can constantly go

         13  on about the accomplishments in his life and the

         14  people that he's touched, and the places that he has

         15  gone and been impacted by and brought it back to

         16  Brooklyn. He will truly be missed, he will truly be

         17  a pacesetter and will truly be a pioneer for all of

         18  us in Brooklyn. Thank you.

         19                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         20  Member Yassky.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Mrs. Davis,

         22  and members of James's family, there are many things

         23  that I honor and respect about James, his courage

         24  and his charisma, which I saw in abundance when we

         25  would campaign together and his constituents treated
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          2  him like a rock star and people would walk by me and

          3  say who's that, but James, everyone in his

          4  community, as you know, knew him. And my colleagues

          5  have spoken about this outspoken leadership on many,

          6  many issues, and that's what generated the phone

          7  calls to Charles from Egypt and Bogota, but what I

          8  want to add to that is that I represent a district

          9  next to the one James represented, and, so, our

         10  neighborhoods overlapped, and we had many

         11  opportunities to work together, and first of all, I

         12  could not imagine a better colleague to work with on

         13  the work a day, every day matters that come up for a

         14  City Council member.

         15                 And second, and I say this to you and

         16  to those in James community who I know are here as

         17  well, that there is nobody who worked his heart out

         18  more for his constituents and his neighborhood than

         19  James Davis, and that's something, among the many

         20  other things, that's something that I honor and

         21  respect, and I want to add to that.

         22                 Thank you.

         23                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         24  Member Monserrate.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Thank you.
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          2  Thank you to the Davis family, a special thanks to

          3  Reverend Davis.

          4                 At his memorial service I remember

          5  admiring him for the strength that he displayed,

          6  uplifting the spirit of so many of us that were

          7  grieving, and it reminded me so much about James,

          8  James, my friend, my brother James. I said to

          9  myself, this has to be one of the most dynamic

         10  families in the City of New York, to have two

         11  brothers, three brothers, just as strong and as

         12  powerful as you.

         13                 Mother Davis, you have done very

         14  well. Very well. And God bless you.

         15                 Remember earlier this year James, who

         16  absolutely everyone knew that he was an ex-police

         17  officer, as he made sure to let everyone know. He

         18  loved being a cop so much, I remember speaking to

         19  him after he won his primary, and I said to him, he

         20  was still an active police officer when he won his

         21  primary, and I said, "James, you need to put your

         22  papers in." He goes, "I want to wait. I want to

         23  wait." And he literally waited to the end to hand in

         24  his papers as a police officer, and do the

         25  retirement papers to go into this new chapter. And

                                                            61

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  he really loved being a police officer. And even

          3  when the Police Department themselves, so many

          4  months, I think over a year, had terminated him for

          5  running the first time, and he went to court and he

          6  won the case, and he went back to the Police

          7  Department, they could still not take the love that

          8  he had for that profession away from him, they could

          9  not take the strength that he is, and he continues

         10  to be even in his passing, to all of us. And I want

         11  to say to all of us here today, that we need to

         12  continue to carry his banner of strength and of

         13  dignity and a continuing movement of stopping the

         14  violence in our inner-cities and in our streets

         15  because that's what James would want us to do.

         16                 So we truly, truly want to live the

         17  strength of his legacy. We need to unite around

         18  stopping the violence, stopping guns, the gun flow

         19  on our streets, in ensuring that our young people

         20  understand that shooting each other is not about

         21  progress, it's about condemning ourselves, and

         22  brother James Davis is still in this body and this

         23  hall, he will forever be here, and his spirit is

         24  amongst us. I expect to see all my colleagues next

         25  year at the Stop the Violence rally in Brooklyn. It
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          2  should be a mission for each and every Council

          3  member from here until God gives us strength to

          4  attend that rally, and to use the leverage of our

          5  position as elected officials to stop the violence.

          6                 God bless you, Davis family. I love

          7  you, James. Thank you.

          8                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          9  Member Lopez.

         10                 Ms. Davis, I am the Council member

         11  who gave to your son the pin that I put in the lapel

         12  the day of his funeral. My name is Margarita, and

         13  I'm glad to meet you finally. I just want to let you

         14  know that I believe that no mother should lose their

         15  son. And I am very sad of what happened to you. God

         16  bless you, and I hope that you understand that

         17  perhaps the loss of your son's life, will save many

         18  other lives of many of our children in the City,

         19  because perhaps in our City we're going to see

         20  finally that violence is a culture we should not

         21  embrace, and that we should refuse and put out of

         22  our life.

         23                 And perhaps then you will become the

         24  mother of many children who will be born due to the

         25  fact that they will not be killed on the streets of
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          2  our City.  God bless you for your patience, and to

          3  your family, I'm so sorry that you lost your

          4  brother. Thank you.

          5                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Mr. Speaker.

          6                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you, Madam

          7  Public Advocate. I want to acknowledge also the

          8  entire staff of Council Member Davis's office. Janet

          9  Mento, his Chief of Staff; Felicia; Karen, Shiela;

         10  Amir; Gloria; Johanna; and Jackie, who are all here.

         11  Thank you for your work on behalf of Council Member

         12  Davis, and for being our colleagues.

         13                 I want to acknowledge the ministry of

         14  the Jesus Christ House of Prayer, which are here

         15  today, and say how proud I am to serve in this body,

         16  and we've learned a lot today. I've learned that

         17  Allen Jennings does fall asleep on occasion, that it

         18  was Charles who was giving the hand signals, but I

         19  think what we all really learned is how much we love

         20  and respect one another and ultimately are united in

         21  our respect and admiration for James and for the

         22  work which James carried on. And I think it's

         23  important that we remember today how much joy James

         24  had in his job. A number of us spoke about it. He

         25  loved being a City Council member. I mean, he loved
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          2  every moment of it. Some of us like it sometimes, he

          3  loved every moment of it, and we should all bring

          4  that kind of joy to our work, because we would do

          5  better work, and we know how proud he was of his

          6  work and what he did, and so we wanted to give to

          7  the Davis family and to Mrs. Davis a framed copy of

          8  his nameplates, which he proudly put in front of

          9  himself every time he asked questions, every time he

         10  attended a hearing, and he was always here. He

         11  marched at the end of every parade, and he came to

         12  every Council meeting, he showed up and he was

         13  accounted for, and God bless him for his work and

         14  bless you for sharing him with us, and we will all

         15  try to carry on his legacy. Thank you.

         16                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: The Stated

         17  Meeting of August 19th, 2003, roll call.

         18                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Addabbo.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Here.

         20                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Avella.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Here.

         22                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Baez.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ: Here.

         24                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Barron.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Here.
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          2                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Boyland.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: Here.

          4                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Brewer.

          5                 (No response.)

          6                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Clarke.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Here.

          8                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Comrie.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Here.

         10                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: DeBlasio.

         11                 (No response.)

         12                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Dilan.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: Here.

         14                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Espada.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER ESPADA: Here.

         16                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Felder.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Here.

         18                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Fidler.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Here.

         20                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Foster.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Here.

         22                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gallagher.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Here.

         24                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gennaro.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Here.
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          2                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gentile.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: Here.

          4                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gerson.

          5                 (No response.)

          6                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gioia.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: Here.

          8                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gonzalez.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER GONZALEZ: Here.

         10                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Jackson.

         11                 (No response.)

         12                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Jennings.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER JENNINGS: Here.

         14                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Katz.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Here.

         16                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Koppell.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Here.

         18                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Lanza.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER LANZA: Here.

         20                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Liu.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Here.

         22                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Lopez.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: Here.

         24                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Martinez.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Here.
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          2                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: McMahon.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Here.

          4                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Monserrate.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Here.

          6                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Moskowitz.

          7                 (No response.)

          8                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Nelson.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Here.

         10                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Perkins.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Presente'.

         12                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Provenzano.

         13                 (No response.)

         14                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Quinn.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: Here.

         16                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Recchia.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Here.

         18                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Reed.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: Here.

         20                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Reyna.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: Here.

         22                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Sanders.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Here.

         24                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Seabrook.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Here.
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          2                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Sears.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Here.

          4                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Serrano.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER SERRANO: Here.

          6                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Stewart.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Yes.

          8                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Vallone.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Here.

         10                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Vann.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Here.

         12                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Weprin.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Here.

         14                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Yassky.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Here.

         16                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Oddo.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Here.

         18                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Rivera.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: Here.

         20                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Speaker Miller.

         21                 SPEAKER MILLER: Here.

         22                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: A quorum is

         23  present. Invocation to be delivered by Rabbi

         24  Jonathan Glass. Quiet, please. Iman Talib

         25  Abdur-Rashid, and Father James Hayes.
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          2                 All rise.

          3                 RABBI GLASS: Men and women of the

          4  City Council, our Talmid states that when a group

          5  loses one of its own, each member of that group is

          6  supposed to look inward, meaning that in addition to

          7  the pursuit of justice, this event should be

          8  interpreted as a personal message, especially in a

          9  situation when we actually witnessed the untimely

         10  passing of a colleague.

         11                 Councilman James Davis met his tragic

         12  end at a time in the Jewish calendar that calls for

         13  intense mourning over other tragic events throughout

         14  history, and this memorial today is taking place at

         15  the doorstep of our season of repentance. This is

         16  not a coincidence.

         17                 We ask that he be granted proper

         18  rest, that his soul be bound in the bond of life.

         19  May his death be the inspiration for improving our

         20  efforts at public service, and may the Almighty make

         21  our City Council Chambers whole again. Amen.

         22                 IMAN TALIB ABDUR-RASHID: A prayer for

         23  the families of all innocent victims. (In Yiddish.)

         24  On that account, we ordain for the children of

         25  Israel, that whoever kills a single person for other
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          2  than murder or spreading corruption in the land, it

          3  is as if they killed all of humanity, and whoever

          4  saves a single life, it is as if they have saved all

          5  of humanity.

          6                 Oh, you, who gives life and causes

          7  death, we, your servants, lift our voices to you,

          8  for none have power but you, oh, Lord.

          9                 We pray seeking comfort for the

         10  families of the innocent victims of senseless

         11  violence and injustice. Grant them the presence of

         12  your angels descending on errands of mercy.

         13                 You of the most beautiful names

         14  invoked by your servants, hear our supplication.

         15  Merciful God, continue to pour your Divine mercy on

         16  us, your sinful creatures. God of wisdom, open our

         17  hearts that we may see the way to rectitude.

         18  Forgiving God, we thank you for forgiving us when we

         19  turn to you in repentance. The Just God, bring

         20  justice to all victims of all evil and all

         21  wrongdoing amongst all peoples.

         22                 So saying, we pray for the families

         23  of James Davis, and the victims of September 11th,

         24  Amadou Diallo and Uzman Zango, Alberta Spruill and

         25  Gaven Kato, Giddoen Bush and Yanco Rosenbaum, and
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          2  far, far too many others.

          3                 We pray for the collective soul of

          4  the nation and the City in which we live, that the

          5  diseases of racism, bias, envy and hatred might be

          6  purged from our hearts and mind.

          7                 And true peace and reconciliation

          8  might prevail amongst the family of man. Inspire us,

          9  we pray, to be of those who save all of humanity,

         10  our brothers and sisters and not those who slay

         11  them.

         12                 All these things we pray in your Holy

         13  name (in Yiddish).

         14                 FATHER HAYES: God, our Creator,

         15  throughout time in history you have chosen stewards,

         16  guardians of the public trust, and leaders of this

         17  great City. We stop this day and pay inner attention

         18  to our common vocation as stewards and guardians,

         19  dedicated to public service. We stand in the spirit

         20  of unity, gratitude and courage.

         21                 We come this day to also pay special

         22  tribute to the memory of Councilman James Davis, a

         23  steward, guardian and City Council member, who

         24  embodied the spirit of unity, gratitude and courage.

         25                 We gather this day in this most
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          2  historic chamber, we gather as a full assembly for

          3  the first time since its passing. As members of this

          4  City Council, we seek guidance, healing, inner

          5  courage and wisdom. In the silence of our hearts we

          6  grieve.

          7                 As family members, colleagues,

          8  friends and the people of our City, we recall his

          9  passion, his pride for the community, and compassion

         10  to all.

         11                 This guardian spirit as a guardian,

         12  steward and leader will forever live in our hearts.

         13  As a member of this City Council we gather in the

         14  spirit of unity to discuss and vote on proposals and

         15  concerns that enhance the quality of all.

         16                 Allow the members of this City

         17  Council to administer their office in righteousness,

         18  and let them encourage due respect for all life and

         19  diversity, and as they administer their office, let

         20  the spirit of right judgment speak to their heart.

         21                 We gather here also in the spirit of

         22  gratitude, of gratitude for all the gifts and

         23  talents bestowed on all. Let this gratitude be also

         24  tempered by a spirit of compassion.

         25                 Assist these guardians gathered here
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          2  this day with counsel and inner fortitude and

          3  healing of grieving spirit. Guide these men and

          4  women as they strive to foster political and civil

          5  reforms. May they find that inner strength and

          6  wisdom to discharge their office in honesty and

          7  ability.

          8                 We gather also in the spirit of

          9  courage, as the stewards of this City vote in

         10  discern, we ask for guidance in all of our

         11  deliberations. Let all of our legislation become the

         12  foundation of law, order and good government.

         13                 May that same spirit of courage guide

         14  our decisions.

         15                 And, finally, we gather in a spirit

         16  of remembrance. Our City is healing, our City

         17  Council is grieving. Let us offer a prayer for his

         18  family, and for all who have been inflicted by his

         19  passing. Give us strength, guide us through wisdom.

         20  Let his spirit of unity, gratitude and courage be

         21  with us all this day, and in the memory of James

         22  Davis, love yourself, and let's all stop the

         23  violence. Amen.

         24                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you.

         25  Thank you very much.
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          2                 Adoption of the minutes.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: Madam Public

          4  Advocate, I move that the minutes of the Stated

          5  Meeting of June 5th, 12th, 17th, 24th, 25th, and

          6  June 27th of 2003 be adopted as printed.

          7                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

          8                 Messages and Papers from the Mayor.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 671.

         10                 SPEAKER MILLER: Received, ordered,

         11  printed and filed.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 672.

         13                 SPEAKER MILLER: Rules, Privileges and

         14  Elections.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 673.

         16                 SPEAKER MILLER: Rules, Privileges and

         17  Elections.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 674.

         19                 SPEAKER MILLER: Rules, Privileges and

         20  Elections.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 675 and 676.

         22                 SPEAKER MILLER: Rules, Privileges and

         23  Elections.

         24                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM:

         25  Communication from City, County and Borough Offices.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 677.

          3                 SPEAKER MILLER: Housing and

          4  Buildings.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 678 through

          6  683.

          7                 SPEAKER MILLER: Housing and

          8  Buildings.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 684, on page

         10  two to 704 on page five.

         11                 SPEAKER MILLER: All referred to the

         12  Committee on Transportation.

         13                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Petitions

         14  and Communications.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: None.

         16                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Land Use

         17  Call-Ups.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 705.

         19                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

         20  Call-Up vote.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 706.

         22                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 707.

         24                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         25                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM:
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          2  Communication from the Speaker.

          3                 SPEAKER MILLER: No, at this point,

          4  before we get to the Communication of the Speaker, I

          5  would just like to ask the clerk to call the roll.

          6                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Oh, sorry.

          7                 SPEAKER MILLER: On all items on the

          8  Land Use vote.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Addabbo.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Aye.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Avella.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: I'd like to

         13  ask unanimous consent to vote aye on all Land Use

         14  items, coupled orders and resolutions.

         15                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: I vote aye on

         17  all.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Baez.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ: Aye on all.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Barron.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Aye on all.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Boyland.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: Aye on all.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Clarke.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Aye on all.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Comrie.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Yes to all.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Dilan.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: Aye on all.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Espada.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER ESPADA: Aye on all.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Felder.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Aye on all.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Fidler.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Aye on all.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Foster.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Aye on all.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gallagher.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Aye on all.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gennaro.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Aye.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gentile.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: Aye on all.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gioia.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: Yes on all.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gonzalez.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER GONZALEZ: Aye on all.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jackson.

         25                 (No response.)
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jennings.

          3                 (No response.)

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Katz.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Aye on all.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Koppell.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Aye.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lanza.

          9                 (No response.)

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Liu.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Yes.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lopez.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: Yes.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Martinez.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Aye on all.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: McMahon.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Aye on all.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Monserrate.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Aye on

         20  all.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Moskowitz.

         22                 (No response.)

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Nelson.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Aye on all.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Perkins.
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          2                 (No response.)

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Quinn.

          4                 (No response.)

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Perkins.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Aye.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Quinn.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: Aye.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Recchia.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Aye.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reed.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: Aye on all.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reyna.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: Aye on all.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sanders.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Aye on all.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Seabrook.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Aye on all.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sears.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Aye.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Serrano.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER SERRANO: Aye.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Stewart.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Aye on all.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vallone.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Aye on all.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vann.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Aye on all.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Weprin.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Aye on all.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Yassky.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Aye.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jennings.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER JENNINGS: Aye on all.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lanza.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER LANZA: Aye.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Oddo.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Yes.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Rivera.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA:  Aye.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Speaker Mr. Miller.

         18                 SPEAKER MILLER:  Aye.

         19                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: The revised

         20  Land Use Call-Up UPS vote is 44 in the affirmative,

         21  zero in the negative.

         22                 Mr. Speaker, I was so eager to hear

         23  you communicate that I jumped the gun.

         24                 Communication from the Speaker.

         25                 SPEAKER MILLER: Happens all the time,
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          2  Madam Public Advocate. But I appreciate your

          3  eagerness.

          4                 I don't have much communication

          5  today, but I do want to acknowledge that we are

          6  joined by one of our colleagues from the left coast,

          7  the honorable Council Member Martin Ludlow is here

          8  from Los Angeles.

          9                 Council Member Ludlow, welcome. Thank

         10  you for being with us. Thank you for being with us.

         11                 We're doing a number of important

         12  pieces of legislation today. We're authorizing the

         13  street furniture contract, which actually Los

         14  Angeles had previously done and which we're

         15  following on their model. We are amending SCRIE laws

         16  in order to make it easier for people to qualify

         17  when they deserve to qualify for rent increase

         18  exemptions, and we are doing Adopt-A-Park

         19  legislation. Later on on the resolution calendar we

         20  will be adopting the workforce safety resolution

         21  that Council Member Davis was to have introduced on

         22  the day of his death, and I'll just note for my

         23  colleagues the discussion of that resolution should

         24  be held until the discussion of the resolution

         25  portion of the calendar. So, I appreciate my
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          2  colleague's support for these pieces of legislation,

          3  and I look forward to hearing what they have to say

          4  appropriately.

          5                 And that concludes Communication from

          6  the Speaker.

          7                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Discussion

          8  of General Orders.

          9                 Council Member Katz.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: My colleagues,

         11  today for your consideration is an authorizing

         12  resolution for an RFP to be issued in order to place

         13  coordinated street furniture, including bus

         14  shelters, newsstands and pay toilets on the streets

         15  of the City of New York.

         16                 This is an action that is long

         17  awaited in the City and has been dealt with for many

         18  years by the Administration and by the New York City

         19  Council. We finally have an agreement between the

         20  Council and the Administration on all parts of it,

         21  except for some minor issues regarding the

         22  newsstands. But this is an authorizing resolution to

         23  allow the RFP for the pay toilets, the newsstands

         24  and the bus shelters.

         25                 In this authorizing resolution, the
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          2  Department of Transportation has criteria and

          3  standards by which they can place these objects on

          4  the streets of the City of New York.

          5                 The additional criteria will be for

          6  the pay toilet, and the Council members should know

          7  that in order to place the pay toilet in the City of

          8  New York, there must be not only the criterion and

          9  standards that DOT has set out, also in discussion

         10  with the Council members in the community boards,

         11  but also an agreement must be made by the Speaker of

         12  the New York City Council, and the Mayor of the City

         13  of New York, in order to have their placements.

         14                 This is an agenda that Dan Doctoroff

         15  thinks will raise over $400 million for the City of

         16  New York alone in the next 20 years. It is something

         17  that the City needs desperately, it is something

         18  that we should work towards achieving.

         19                 I do ask for your support today on

         20  this authorizing resolution. Before I close I'd like

         21  to thank the Speaker of the New York City Council,

         22  Gifford Miller, for his guidance, and for his real

         23  dedication to making sure that this legislation

         24  passes, and also the Land Use staff, because this

         25  authorizing resolution has taken hours and hours and
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          2  hours of work by every single person in the Land Use

          3  staff, and once again they have done a yeoman's job.

          4  And, of course, the Subcommittee Chair Tony Avella,

          5  I thank all of you for your support on this

          6  legislation.

          7                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          8  Member Addabbo.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Thank you,

         10  Madam Public Advocate.

         11                 Today we will be voting on Intro.

         12  399-A which is basically Adopt-A-Park, and I first

         13  want to thank Speaker Miller for his assistance in

         14  helping us out with this legislation, and for my

         15  colleagues for their support, because they have

         16  given Intro. 399-A the privilege of being one of the

         17  few pieces of legislation that have been sponsored

         18  by all 51 members, as well as the public advocate,

         19  and I thank you very much.

         20                 And I'd like to thank the Bloomberg

         21  Administration and Parks Commissioner Adrian Benepe,

         22  and the Comptroller's Office for their input as

         23  well, and the legal staff for the Committee.

         24                 This legislation creates the

         25  structure by which individuals, partnerships, civic
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          2  groups, community groups, corporations, can lend a

          3  hand in allocating funding and other resources to a

          4  specific Park property of their choice.

          5                 Intro. 399-A encourages the

          6  possibility of increase in revenue and volunteerism

          7  for our parks, park-related properties, during these

          8  tough financial times, as well as promoting

          9  community participation in preserving one of our

         10  city's most greatest assets, its parks property. So,

         11  I appreciate your support. Thank you very much.

         12                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         13  Member Boyland.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: I just want

         15  to recognize a special guest that has arrived in the

         16  Chambers today. He's very special today, because he

         17  lives with me, but besides that I'd like to

         18  recognize Assemblyman William Boyland, Jr., to the

         19  Chambers today. His name again, Phil, is William

         20  Boyland, Jr.

         21                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Seeing

         22  there's nobody else, we'll move on.

         23                 Oh, did you want to talk? I'm sorry.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: I want to make

         25  a comment on the calendar.
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          2                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: You want to

          3  make a comment on the calendar?

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: 226, Reso 1004.

          5                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: Thank you. I

          7  wanted to commend the Committee that deal with this

          8  issue, because for the first time in the City of New

          9  York we're going to implement a very sensible piece

         10  of legislation that has to do with the needs of

         11  people in this City when they need to go to the

         12  bathroom. It's a very simple issue.

         13                 And, finally, in the City we're going

         14  to have accessible bathrooms for the community that

         15  is also in the wheelchair use. In the past, in the

         16  City we discussed this issue. We could have come to

         17  an agreement. We're now going to implement this law,

         18  and we're going to have bathrooms that are going to

         19  be wheelchair accessible also. That is a good show

         20  for the City of New York, and I want to congratulate

         21  the chair of the Committee, I want to congratulate

         22  the Mayor, and every one of the members of the

         23  Committee and the staff of the Committee who work on

         24  this, who are putting a piece of legislation that is

         25  inclusionary, not like the taxis that was put in
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          2  place that was not inclusionary of the disabled

          3  community.

          4                 Thank you.

          5                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Report of

          6  Special Committees.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: None.

          8                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Reports of

          9  Standing Committees.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports of the

         11  Committee on Finance.

         12                 Intro. 509.

         13                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

         14  General Order Calendar.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Preconsidered

         16  LU 471 and companion Reso 1002.

         17                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

         18  General Order Calendar.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Preconsidered

         20  LU 472 and companion Reso 1003.

         21                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports of the

         23  Committee on Land Use.

         24                 Intro. 466.

         25                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 266-A and

          3  companion Reso 1004.

          4                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 388 and

          6  companion Reso 1005.

          7                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 399 and

          9  companion Reso 1006.

         10                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 414 and

         12  companion Reso 1007.

         13                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 426 and

         15  companion Reso 1008.

         16                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 427 and

         18  companion Reso 1009.

         19                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 433 and

         21  companion Reso 1010.

         22                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled to be filed.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 448.

         24                 SPEAKER MILLER: Approved with

         25  modifications and referred to the City Planning
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          2  Commission.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 449.

          4                 SPEAKER MILLER: Approved with

          5  modifications and referred to the City Planning

          6  Commission.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 461 and

          8  companion Reso 1011.

          9                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on General

         10  Order Calendar.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Preconsidered

         12  LU 473 and companion Reso 1012.

         13                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Preconsidered

         15  LU 474 and companion Reso 1013.

         16                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Preconsidered

         18  LU 475 and companion Reso 1014.

         19                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Preconsidered

         21  LU 476 and companion Reso 1015.

         22                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Preconsidered

         24  LU 477 and companion Reso 1016.

         25                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Preconsidered

          3  LU 478 and companion Reso 1017.

          4                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Preconsidered

          6  LU 479.

          7                 SPEAKER MILLER: Approved and referred

          8  to the Department of City Planning.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Preconsidered

         10  LU 480 and companion Reso 1018.

         11                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

         12  General Order Calendar.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports of the

         14  Committee on Rules, Privileges and Elections.

         15                 Preconsidered M 708 and companion

         16  Reso 1019.

         17                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

         18  General Order Calendar.

         19                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: General

         20  Order Calendar.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Intro. 399-A.

         22                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Intro. 410.

         24                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 448 and
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          2  companion Reso 1020.

          3                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 449 and

          5  companion Reso 1021.

          6                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Resolution

          8  appointing various persons Commissioner of Deeds.

          9                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         10                 At this point I ask the clerk to call

         11  the roll on all items coupled on the General Order

         12  Calendar.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Addabbo.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Aye.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Baez.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ: Aye.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Barron.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Aye on all.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Boyland.

         20                 (No response.)

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Clarke.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Aye on all.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Comrie.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Aye on all.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Dilan.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: Aye on all.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Espada.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER ESPADA: Aye on all.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Felder.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Aye on all.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Fidler.

          8                 (No response.)

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Foster.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Aye.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gallagher.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Aye on all.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gennaro.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Aye.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gentile.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: Aye on all.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Fidler.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Aye on all.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gioia.

         20                 (No response.)

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gonzalez.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER GONZALEZ: Aye on all.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jennings.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER JENNINGS: Aye on all,

         25  except Intro. 509.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Councilman

          3  Jennings, was that a negative vote or an abstention?

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER JENNINGS: That's a

          5  negative vote, 509.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Thank you.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Katz.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Aye on all.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Koppell.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Aye on all.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lanza.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER LANZA: Aye.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Liu.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Yes.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lopez.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: Aye on all.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Martinez.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Aye on all.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: McMahon.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Aye on all.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Monserrate.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Aye on

         23  all.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Nelson.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Aye.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Perkins.

          3                 (No response.)

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Quinn.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: Aye.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gioia.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: Yes on all.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Recchia.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Aye.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reed.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: Aye on all.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reyna.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: Aye on all.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sanders.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Aye on all.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Seabrook.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Aye on all.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sears.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Aye.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Serrano.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER SERRANO: Aye.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Stewart.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Aye.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vallone.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Aye.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vann.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Aye on all.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Weprin.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Aye on all.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Yassky.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Aye.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Boyland.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: Aye on all.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Perkins.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Aye on all.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Oddo.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Yes.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Rivera.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA:  Aye on all.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Speaker Mr. Miller.

         17                 SPEAKER MILLER:  Aye.

         18                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: All items on

         19  today's General Order Calendar were adopted by a

         20  vote of 44 in the affirmative, zero in the negative,

         21  and zero abstentions, with the exceptions of I. 509,

         22  which is adopted by a vote of 43 in the affirmative,

         23  one in the negative and zero abstentions.

         24                 Introduction and Reading of Bills.

         25                 SPEAKER MILLER: All bills are
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          2  referred to the Committee as indicated on the

          3  agenda.

          4                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Discussion

          5  of Resolutions.

          6                 Seeing there's nobody, let's move on.

          7                 Resolutions. Preconsidered Reso 983.

          8                 All in favor?

          9                 All opposed?

         10                 Resolution is adopted.

         11                 General Discussion.

         12                 Council Member Nelson.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Thank you,

         14  Madam Public Advocate.

         15                 I'd like to draw my colleague's

         16  attention to Reso 993. It's a Senior Citizen Rent

         17  Increase Exemption.

         18                 What we're doing here is we're

         19  calling upon the State Legislature to just decrease

         20  the required proportion of income to be paid towards

         21  rent from one-third to one quarter. And also to

         22  enact legislation which would amend the real

         23  property tax law to decrease the required proportion

         24  of income to be paid towards rent from one-third to

         25  one-fourth for Mitchell-Lama apartments as well.
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          2                 It's a measure that's very much

          3  needed now, and let's allow those who need it most

          4  to live in as much dignity as possible.

          5                 Now, Reso 992. I'd like to point out,

          6  is not an anti-Palestinian resolution. It's an

          7  anti-violence resolution. And any organization that

          8  would say, or group that would say that they condone

          9  any means possible, including homicide bombers, is

         10  not an organization or group that should be allowed

         11  to use any facility, especially public.

         12                 When you're talking about justifying

         13  the murder of innocents, you go a step too far, do

         14  the ends justify the means? Was the Trade Center

         15  destruction okay? There was a cause involved. I

         16  don't think so.

         17                 The Klu Klux Klan again I would bring

         18  up. Is it okay for them to hang Jews, blacks, Puerto

         19  Ricans, Catholics, gays? They have a cause too.

         20                 When you're dealing with the loss of

         21  innocent life, you go that step too far. Once you

         22  advocate that. Rutgers should not allow this group

         23  to speak there while the condone suicide homicide

         24  bombing.

         25                 They're just saying bring them to
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          2  Rutgers, no matter what you espouse. It's not

          3  constitutional to advocate for the death of

          4  innocents.

          5                 Unless you condone the murder of

          6  innocents, if you do you should not be allowed to

          7  have a public forum. Thank you.

          8                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Mr. Speaker.

          9                 SPEAKER MILLER: I just want to bring

         10  to the attention of my colleagues, a very important

         11  personal note, and that is that today is Council

         12  Member Melinda Katz' birthday. Happy birthday,

         13  Melinda.

         14                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         15  Member Foster.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Thank you,

         17  Madam Public Advocate.

         18                 I just rise to bring the resolution I

         19  introduced, 986, on August 28th, will be the 40th

         20  anniversary of the March on Washington, and while we

         21  are very comfortable in our places and our homes and

         22  our jobs, we need to remember from whence we come,

         23  and the March on Washington had to do with jobs and

         24  freedom and a lot of what they were marching for 40

         25  years ago is still a problem today and we talk about
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          2  terrorism, forgetting that terrorism happens on

          3  American soil every time we don't give people the

          4  opportunity to get an education and get a job and

          5  every time we will invest more money in

          6  incarcerating people than we will in educating them.

          7                 And, so, as we move on, and in light

          8  of what happened in this very Chambers, let's commit

          9  ourselves from remembering from whence we came so

         10  that we don't repeat past mistakes, and that we can

         11  make sure that another 40 years when we're

         12  commemorating the March on Washington, we'll really

         13  be able to look and see how far we've come and the

         14  March on Washington is known for Martin Luther King

         15  "I have a dream" speech, but there were many unsung

         16  heroes, like Bynette Ruster and Cleave Robinson and

         17  A. Philip Randolph, and in their memory let us

         18  continue the fight for jobs and freedoms, and as we

         19  look to rebuild countries overseas that we bombed,

         20  remember that we still have Harlem and we still have

         21  Watts and we have Detroit and we have the South

         22  Bronx, and we have neighborhoods in our own

         23  community that we can no longer continue to ignore.

         24                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         25  Member Lopez.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: Thank you,

          3  Madam Public Advocate.

          4                 The same way that today this Chamber

          5  should be very proud passing a bill that is

          6  inclusionary in regard of the street furniture, that

          7  allow people in wheelchairs to use that furniture

          8  that is going to be out there, this Chamber should

          9  be ashamed of passing a bill that allow taxis to be

         10  issued without being wheelchair accessible.

         11                 That bill was passed by us in this

         12  Chamber. Today I'm putting a bill that is going to

         13  give the opportunity to all of us to correct such a

         14  mistake. Intro. 531 will allow you to be part of the

         15  group of people who understand that this City is

         16  trying to make it inclusionary, and that taxis in

         17  this City should be wheelchair accessible because it

         18  should be for all of us.

         19                 We get very angry when we see an

         20  African-American person being denied access of a

         21  taxi, and rightfully so we should be very angry.

         22                 But we don't get angry when a person

         23  in a wheelchair cannot access a taxi in this City.

         24  We don't see that discrimination in there, and it's

         25  time for all of us to become extremely sensitized
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          2  about the lack of inclusion in this City when we

          3  talk about people in wheelchairs.

          4                 It's time for all of us to begin

          5  waking up to the reality that people who are blind

          6  who have a dog, constantly and continuously are

          7  denied access to a taxi although it's against the

          8  law.

          9                 Intro. 531 will allow this house to

         10  make justice happen when come down to people with

         11  disabilities, and would allow all New Yorkers to

         12  begin having access to taxis in this City, because

         13  the 900 new taxis that we propose to be on the

         14  street, this law will force those 900 to be

         15  wheelchair accessible.

         16                 I want to remind my colleagues that

         17  tonight is the celebration for the ADA laws, and

         18  we're going to have a magnificent celebration in

         19  here. It's for that reason that you see many members

         20  of the community who use wheelchairs in here,

         21  because if they don't get here on time, they don't

         22  have transportation to get here, so they don't have

         23  taxis that are wheelchair accessible.

         24                 Perhaps we can fix it for the next

         25  celebration that we have here, and they will be able
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          2  to come on their own without counting on

          3  Access-A-Ride system that do not allow them to get

          4  here on time and go home at the same time that

          5  everybody else go.

          6                 Thank you very much.

          7                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you.

          8                 Council Member Gennaro.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Thank you,

         10  Madam Public Advocate.

         11                 I would like to bring everyone's

         12  focus on three bills that I'm putting in today, two

         13  having to do with Sanitation.

         14                 Intro. 528 would set in law the

         15  requirement that the Department of Sanitation empty

         16  every day all of the litter baskets on the streets.

         17                 This once upon a time was policy in

         18  years gone by, and so I think what should be a

         19  matter of policy should become a matter of law. I'd

         20  like to thank the Mayor for his focus on this issue

         21  of late, and I applaud what he's done to pick up the

         22  baskets, lately, but perhaps we should put it in

         23  law, I think we should put it in law that every

         24  basket gets picked up every day.

         25                 Intro. 529, my other Sanitation bill,
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          2  would change the time that people could put

          3  recyclables and waste out to the curb the evening

          4  before pick-up. Currently during the summer you can

          5  put it out 8:00 p.m. or after, during the winter

          6  it's 5:00 p.m. or after. I think it would be much

          7  more appropriate to set the time at one hour before

          8  sunset, or later, which would give the opportunity

          9  for senior citizens to put their trash out during

         10  the daylight hours and also for established

         11  observers, or maybe just people may be afraid of the

         12  dark or whatever, people should be able to put their

         13  garbage out during the light and so that's that

         14  bill.

         15                 Intro. 527 is a worker safety bill

         16  that would call upon the City of New York to monitor

         17  a document and make available to the public data on

         18  accidents that happen in the workplace in order to

         19  move the workers compensation process and to have

         20  the city focus on where workplace injuries and

         21  accidents are happening, with a view towards making

         22  safer work environment for the people who work for

         23  the City of New York.

         24                 Thank you very much, Madam Public

         25  Advocate.
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          2                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          3  Member Comrie.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Madam Public

          5  Advocate, I'm asking that the Council approve

          6  Resolution 984, which would in effect increase the

          7  income eligibility for property tax exemptions for

          8  home-owners 65 or older to $24,000.

          9                 This is under the Senior Citizens'

         10  Home-Owner Exemption Program. This provision

         11  contained in Assembly Bill 8930 and Senate Bill

         12  5592, which the Resolution is asking the Governor to

         13  approve it once.

         14                 This would help to relieve an

         15  ever-increasing burden on seniors. Unfortunately, as

         16  you know, $24,000 does not nearly encompass the

         17  range of seniors. It really needs a tax relief, but

         18  this is all that the administered Senate and

         19  Assembly are providing for at this time, and I would

         20  hope that we'd do more within this Council to try to

         21  help seniors within these difficult times and

         22  property tax increases.

         23                 We were not able to pass the

         24  legislation included in our bill, in our budget this

         25  year, but I would hope that some time within this
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          2  year we could do some mitigation for seniors with

          3  property tax increases.

          4                 Thank you.

          5                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          6  Member Clarke.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Thank you,

          8  Madam Public Advocate.

          9                 I just wanted to take this

         10  opportunity to commend the Administration and the

         11  citizens of the City of New York for coming through

         12  one of the most horrific blackouts that this nation

         13  has ever seen.

         14                 I'd like to commend citizens and

         15  constituents within my district who took it upon

         16  themselves to help direct traffic during a very

         17  trying time, who show their neighborliness by

         18  getting together with neighbors, making sure that

         19  senior citizens were taken care of, children were

         20  taken care of.

         21                 But I'd also like to point out that

         22  my district did sustain damage. There was looting in

         23  the 40th Council District, there were stores burnt

         24  out on Flatbush Avenue, in the 40th Council

         25  District.
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          2                 I don't want us to believe that in

          3  the City of New York that there were not communities

          4  that were devastatingly impacted by the blackout and

          5  I would like to call upon the Administration and the

          6  members of the Council, that we come together to

          7  look at what ways we can provide economic relief to

          8  many of the small businesses within our community

          9  that may have been looted and may have been burnt.

         10                 Thank you very much, Madam Public

         11  Advocate. And, again, I would like to commend the

         12  people of the City of New York for pulling together

         13  during a very trying time.

         14                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Having no

         15  one else to speak, I move that the meeting be

         16  adjourned to set the memoriam in the memory of

         17  Councilman James Davis.

         18                 Will the City Clerk please read the

         19  memoriam.

         20                 Please rise.

         21                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: In memoriam.

         22                 Resolution celebrating the life and

         23  mourning the death of Council Member James. E. Davis

         24  by the entire New York City Council.

         25                 Whereas: Council Member James E.
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          2  Davis dedicated his life to stopping violence in

          3  urban America, particular violence in urban

          4  communities in New York City; and

          5                 Whereas: Council Member James E.

          6  Davis was born in 1962, graduated from Samuel Tilden

          7  High School in 1980, received a bachelor of arts

          8  degree from Pace University in 1989; and

          9                 Whereas: Upon graduation, Council

         10  Member James E. Davis joined the New York City

         11  Corrections Department, serving for two years at

         12  Rikers Island before joining the New York City

         13  Transit Department as a Police Officer; and

         14                 Whereas: In 1993, Council Member

         15  James E. Davis transferred to the New York City

         16  Police Department and upon graduation was assigned

         17  to the 73rd Precinct in his home Borough of

         18  Brooklyn, later teaching social sciences as a

         19  certified New York State Instructor of the New York

         20  City Police Academy, and a Youth Officer at the 69th

         21  Precinct in Canarsie, Brooklyn;

         22                 Whereas: Prior to elected office,

         23  Council Member James E. Davis made many strides to

         24  combat negative influence on children in his

         25  community, including his successful crusade against

                                                            108

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  the largest toy manufacturer, Toys R. Us, where he

          3  pursued the company to stop selling toy guns that

          4  appeared real or could be modified to look like a

          5  real weapon, and campaigned against MTV daytime and

          6  evening music, calling on the cable music stations

          7  to stop showing videos during the hours of 6:00 a.m.

          8  to 11:00 p.m. that glorified violence. Since his

          9  campaign, MTV has publicly announced that they have

         10  made positive changes regarding the broadcast of

         11  music videos; and

         12                 Whereas: Because he was so committed

         13  to making a difference in lives of urban youth,

         14  Council Member James E. Davis founded a voluntary

         15  not-for-profit organization called "Love yourself.

         16  Stop the Violence," dedicated to instilling the

         17  message of self love, self respect, respect for our

         18  communities and partnership between communities and

         19  the Police Department across America; and

         20                 Whereas: The Stop the Violence events

         21  are attended by thousands of community residents and

         22  teaches prominent and notable guests, including

         23  three times heavyweight boxing champion of the world

         24  Avanda Holifield, recording superstar Salt and

         25  Pepper and many more; and
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          2                 Whereas: Council Member James E.

          3  Davis sought political office to put himself in a

          4  position to allocate resources to benefit the

          5  community; and

          6                 Whereas: In recognition of his hard

          7  work and dedication, Council Member James E. Davis

          8  was featured in several local and national

          9  newspapers, including the New York Daily News, the

         10  New York Post, the New York Times, the Washington

         11  Post, as well as National Cable Network programs,

         12  such as USA Live, the Maury Povich Show, Leeza and

         13  the Montel Williams Show, and offered his insightful

         14  wisdom on law enforcement and his effort on the

         15  relationship between communities and the Police

         16  Department on such programs as CNBC, CNN, BET, and

         17  MSNBC; and

         18                 Whereas: In 1995, Council Member

         19  James E. Davis was honored as one of today's heroes

         20  who emphasize the spirit and dedication of Dr.

         21  Martin Luther King, Jr., by CBS Television; now,

         22  therefore

         23                 Be It Resolved: That the Council of

         24  the City of New York celebrates the extraordinary

         25  life and leadership of Council Member James E. Davis
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          2  in his pursuit of ridding the streets of New York

          3  City and the country of violence to peaceful

          4  reconciliation; and

          5                 Be It Further Resolved: That the

          6  Council of the City of New York mourns the untimely

          7  passing of our warm friend, colleague and proud

          8  representative of the 35th Councilmanic District in

          9  Brooklyn, and pledges to rededicate itself to

         10  continuing the legacy of Council Member James E.

         11  Davis; and

         12                 Be It Further Resolved: That the

         13  Council of the City of New York does hereby adjourn

         14  in memory of Council Member James E. Davis.

         15                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: The meeting

         16  is adjourned.

         17                 (Hearing concluded at 3:30 p.m.)
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