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          2                 SPEAKER MILLER: My colleagues,

          3  Council Member Boyland has a proclamation to share

          4  with us before we begin the ceremonial portion of

          5  this meeting.

          6                 Council Member Boyland, do you want

          7  to say a few words?

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: Thank you,

          9  Mr. Speaker.

         10                 My colleagues, as you know, March is

         11  Women's History Month, and it is an honor and a

         12  privilege to be here today with the woman that we

         13  are honoring for Women's History Month, Mrs. Deborah

         14  C. Wright, a woman who is making history.

         15                 Ms. Wright embodies the spirit of

         16  independence and innovation that will have a

         17  long-lasting impact on our society. Her forward

         18  thinking has already transformed committees and

         19  government agencies.

         20                 As the Commissioner of the Department

         21  of Housing and Preservation, under previous

         22  Administration, Ms. Wright emphasizes transferring

         23  City residential properties, to local

         24  community-based organizations and entrepreneurs.

         25                 As former President and CEO of the
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          2  Upper Manhattan Empowerment Zone, she has helped to

          3  start up the nation's largest empowerment zone,

          4  which has revitalized Northern Manhattan.

          5                 Currently Ms. Wright is the President

          6  and CEO of Carver Bank, Incorporated, the largest,

          7  the country's largest African-American-operated

          8  bank, with over $440 million in assets, and over 110

          9  employees.

         10                 Mr. Speaker, my colleagues, my friend

         11  Debbie Wright, I present to you Mrs. Debbie Wright.

         12                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you, Tracy.

         13                 If we could ask the Clerk to read the

         14  proclamation.

         15                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: The Council, City

         16  of New York, Proclamation.

         17                 WHEREAS: The Council of the City of

         18  New York is pleased and proud to honor Deborah C.

         19  Wright, an individual whose contributions to the

         20  City of New York have been particularly

         21  distinguished; and

         22                 WHEREAS: We are a City made strong by

         23  the efforts of individuals who give exemplary

         24  service to their community, whether through

         25  participation in volunteer programs, through unique
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          2  personal achievement in their professional or other

          3  endeavors, or through a lifetime of good citizenry;

          4  and

          5                 WHEREAS: Deborah Wright is a woman

          6  who has excelled in this regard and has, over the

          7  course of her rich and noteworthy career, become one

          8  of our City's most respected and admired citizens;

          9  and

         10                 WHEREAS: Valued for her experience as

         11  well as expertise, in 1999 Ms. Wright was appointed

         12  President and CEO of Carver Bancorp, Inc., the

         13  holding company for Carver Federal Savings Bank, the

         14  nation's largest African- American operated bank;

         15  and

         16                 WHEREAS: Ms. Wright was previously

         17  President and CEO of the Upper Manhattan Empowerment

         18  Zone Development Corporation where her stellar

         19  leadership helped increase its mission in strength

         20  and purpose; and

         21                 WHEREAS: Deborah Wright has worked

         22  closely with the administrations of ex- mayors David

         23  Dinkins and Rudolph Giuliani; as Commissioner of the

         24  Department of Housing Preservation and Development

         25  under Mayor Giuliani, she led the City's redesign of
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          2  housing and tax foreclosure policies; under Mayor

          3  Dinkins, she was named to the New York City Housing

          4  Board which then managed 189,000 units; and

          5                 WHEREAS: Before her government

          6  tenure, Ms.. Wright worked at the New York City

          7  Housing Partnership, first as Director of Marketing

          8  for Towers on the Park in Harlem, and then as

          9  Executive Director of the Community Partnership

         10  Development Corporation; and

         11                 WHEREAS: Deborah C. Wright has

         12  enriched our City with her esteemed contributions,

         13  her dedication and her commitment to excellence, and

         14  it is with deepest gratitude that we honor her

         15  today; now, therefore

         16                 BE IT KNOWN: That the Council of the

         17  City of New York honors, Deborah C. Wright.

         18                 Signed this 12th day of March in the

         19  year Two Thousand and Three by Gifford Miller,

         20  Speaker Of The Entire Council, and Tracy Boyland,

         21  Council Member, 41st District, Brooklyn.

         22                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you, Debbie.

         23  Thank you so much for all you've done for New York

         24  City, and we'd be honored if you would say a few

         25  words to us.
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          2                 MS. WRIGHT: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I

          3  thought this was going to be a Women's Day ceremony

          4  with lots of women, so I'm a little overwhelmed, but

          5  thrilled to be back on Council ground.

          6                 We have two things in common, the

          7  Councilwoman and I, we've got a tremendous passion

          8  for those families and residents of the inner-City,

          9  particularly Brooklyn, and we're very proud of her

         10  out in Brooklyn and certainly around the City, and

         11  I'm thrilled that she brought me down for this honor

         12  today.

         13                 The second thing we have in common is

         14  that we come from good stock. She's clearly carrying

         15  on a legacy of her family. I've had enormous riches

         16  of role models in my own family, and I come from a

         17  long line of preachers and teachers and people who

         18  have committed their lives to public service.

         19                 My parents told me the same thing

         20  that I'm sure many, many parents tell their kids,

         21  which is if you stand on the shoulders of someone

         22  else, you've got to go twice as far. And, so, I've

         23  certainly stood on a lot of shoulders, and those

         24  folks who came to Carver, and created Carver in 1948

         25  with their tiny savings out in Bed Stuy and Crown
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          2  Heights and Jamaica, Queens, gave us a tremendous

          3  legacy, so on behalf of the family at Carver, I want

          4  to thank you for this honor, for all of our work and

          5  doubly commit that we plan to take this bank at

          6  least as twice as far as it was left to us.

          7                 So, thank you very much.

          8                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you.

          9                 Council Member Weprin. He's right

         10  behind me. Council Member Weprin has a special guest

         11  that we're also pleased to honor today. David, if

         12  you'd like to bring him up?

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Yes, we have

         14  his parents here and his principal and his teacher.

         15  We have Aaron Yi Huang, from PS 18. This is Mr.

         16  Speaker, Speaker Gifford Miller, Aaron Huang, and we

         17  have the principal of the school Joy Hammers. This

         18  is PS 18 in Queens Village, Queens. And we have his

         19  teacher, Barbara Hessler, and we have Aaron's

         20  parents, Mr. And Mrs. Huang. And we're very honored

         21  to have Aaron.

         22                 Aaron, at 11 years old, he started

         23  very young, but even know he's 11 years old, he has

         24  performed internationally throughout the world as a

         25  violinist. He's nationally known and has performed
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          2  for Pope John Paul, and he's performed for the

          3  President of the United States, he's performed for

          4  the King of Spain, and other world leaders. And

          5  we're very proud to have him in my district, as part

          6  of District 26, and Community School District's 26

          7  gifted and talented program, which is located at PS

          8  18 in Queens Village, and we've also been joined by

          9  Public Advocate Betsy Gotbaum and many other members

         10  of the City Council. And we're going to have a

         11  special treat for a minute. Aaron is going to play

         12  for us for one minute.

         13                 SPEAKER MILLER: All right, so can we

         14  have silence, please.

         15                 (Plays violin.)

         16                 SPEAKER MILLER: Well, I can't think

         17  of any better way to start this meeting, but if we

         18  could have the clerk read the proclamation.

         19                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: The Council, City

         20  of New York, Proclamation.

         21

         22  The Council of the City of New York is pleased and

         23  proud to join the classmates, teachers, family and

         24  friends of Aaron Yi Huang as they gather this day to

         25  recognize his most unique talents and honor him for
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          2  highly positive impact his distinct gifts have had

          3  in creating a sense of unity and serenity throughout

          4  the world; and

          5                 WHEREAS: We are a City made strong by

          6  the efforts of individuals of various ages who give

          7  exemplary service to their immediate and worldwide

          8  communities through participation in personal and

          9  communal achievement and use their superb and well

         10  honed talents in creating a community based upon a

         11  continuous history of dynamic compassion; and

         12                 WHEREAS: Aaron Yi Huang, age 11, has

         13  utilized his phenomenal musical talents as a member

         14  of the Little Neck Youth Symphony to bring the joy

         15  and contentment inherent in great potential of an

         16  accomplished violinist and pianist to his family,

         17  friends, classmates, and community; and

         18                 WHEREAS: Indicative of his superb

         19  talents, Aaron Yi Huang has played at Lincoln

         20  Center, the White House, the United Nations, at the

         21  Vatican for Pope John Paul II and the King of Spain

         22  at the Shrine of Fatima in Portugal and by doing so

         23  has created a sense of international unity that

         24  readily transcends more complex and intensive

         25  international overtures; and
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          2                 WHEREAS: Beginning at age four, Aaron

          3  Yi Huang has demonstrated an ability for

          4  understanding and utilizing music in such diverse

          5  training settings as the New York State Music

          6  Association and the Associated Board of the Royal

          7  School of Music where he achieved the highest grades

          8  possible and received outstanding praise from adult

          9  participation who graciously recognized his superior

         10  musical talents; and

         11                 WHEREAS: Endowed with caring and

         12  supportive parents and truly dedicated teachers,

         13  Aaron Yi Huang has benefited greatly in rounding out

         14  his classical education as a student in Community

         15  School District 26's Gifted and Talented Program at

         16  Public School 18 located in Queens Village, New York

         17  and headed by Joy Hammer, a principle known for her

         18  effective educational leadership, therefore

         19                 BE IT KNOWN: That the Council of the

         20  City of New York most gratefully honors, Aaron Yi

         21  Huang, for his sterling contribution to the City of

         22  New York, and joins with their colleagues in

         23  celebrating the good will he has generated for more

         24  than a decade.

         25                 Signed this 12th day of March in the
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          2  year Two Thousand and Three by Gifford Miller,

          3  Speaker For The Entire Council, and David I. Weprin,

          4  Council Member, 23rd District, Queens.

          5                 SPEAKER MILLER: Aaron, thank you for

          6  being here and for gracing us with that music. You

          7  certainly represent the best of what this City has

          8  to offer, and we want to acknowledge that his entire

          9  4th grade class is all here. Where are they? Hi. So,

         10  thank you. Wow, that's amazing. Thank you very much,

         11  Aaron. Thank you for being here.

         12                 My colleagues, before we begin, I

         13  want to also mention, we have one other guest who

         14  we're very proud to have with us here, and he is

         15  Alex Podia, who is the President of the Los Angeles

         16  City Council.

         17                 Alex. Where are you? There he is.

         18  Come on up, Alex.

         19                 Alex Podia is part of a nationwide

         20  effort to make me look a little bit older. Alex is

         21  the President of the City Council in Los Angeles.

         22  He's 30 years old, but he makes me look young

         23  actually when I stand next to him, but we're very

         24  pleased to have you here and congratulate you on

         25  your leadership in Los Angeles, and of course, would
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          2  be pleased if you would say a few words.

          3                 MR. PODIA: Offering a politician a

          4  mic, what do you think? So, it's brief. We learned

          5  quickly that this was an interesting day to be here,

          6  but I am in town on City business and couldn't let

          7  the visit go by without coming to visit City Hall

          8  here in New York. I want to just commend you on all

          9  you're doing to try to meet your challenges as a

         10  City. As bad as we think we have it in California

         11  budgetarily we know it pales in comparison, but you

         12  should be proud of the strength of your City, your

         13  City's leadership and the resiliency of its people.

         14  And as I mentioned to Speaker Miller in a meeting

         15  previous to this meeting, I wanted to offer our

         16  assistance in advance, hoping, rooting for you all

         17  to be chosen to host the Olympics in 2012. We'd love

         18  to be a partner in helping you be a very, very

         19  successful Olympic games in New York. So, thank you

         20  for having me.

         21                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you. Thank you,

         22  Alex. We certainly would like to learn from Los

         23  Angeles' very successful effort in 1984 and look

         24  forward to much collaboration between our cities. We

         25  appreciate it.

                                                            15

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2                 MR. PODIA: Thank you.

          3                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: I call to

          4  order the Stated Meeting of March 12th, 2003.

          5                 Roll call.

          6                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Addabbo.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Here.

          8                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Avella.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Here.

         10                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Baez.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ: Here.

         12                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Barron.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Here.

         14                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Boyland.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: Here.

         16                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Brewer.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Here.

         18                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Clarke.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Here.

         20                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Comrie.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Here.

         22                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Davis.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER DAVIS: Here.

         24                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: DeBlasio.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEBLASIO: Here.
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          2                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Dilan.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER MALAVE-DILAN: Here.

          4                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Espada.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER ESPADA: Here.

          6                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Felder.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Here.

          8                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Fidler.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Here.

         10                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Foster.

         11                 (No response.)

         12                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gallagher.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Here.

         14                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gennaro.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Here.

         16                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gerson.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Here.

         18                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gioia.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: Here.

         20                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gallagher.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Here.

         22                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gonzalez.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER GONZALEZ: Here.

         24                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Jackson.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Here.
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          2                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Jennings.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER JENNINGS: Here.

          4                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Katz.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Here.

          6                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Koppell.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Here.

          8                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Lanza.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER LANZA: Here.

         10                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Liu.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Here.

         12                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Lopez.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: Here.

         14                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Martinez.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Here.

         16                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: McMahon.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Here.

         18                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Monserrate.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Here.

         20                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Moskowitz.

         21                 (No response.)

         22                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Nelson.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Here.

         24                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Perkins.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Here.
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          2                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Provenzano.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: Here.

          4                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Quinn.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: Here.

          6                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Recchia.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Here.

          8                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Reed.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: Here.

         10                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Reyna.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: Here.

         12                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gonzales.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER GONZALES: Here.

         14                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Sanders.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Here.

         16                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Seabrook.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Here.

         18                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Sears.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Here.

         20                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Serrano.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER SERRANO: Here.

         22                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Stewart.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Yes.

         24                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Vallone.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Here.
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          2                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Vann.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Here.

          4                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Weprin.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Here.

          6                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Yassky.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Here.

          8                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Oddo.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Here.

         10                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Rivera.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: Here.

         12                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Speaker Miller.

         13                 SPEAKER MILLER: Here.

         14                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: A quorum is

         15  present.

         16                 Invocation to be delivered by

         17  Reverend Sylveta Hamilton-Gonzalez.

         18                 All rise.

         19                 REVEREND HAMILTON-GONZALEZ: In Thine

         20  awesome and holy presence, we join our hearts and

         21  our hands together in this great City Council

         22  meeting, in this great City in our great Nation.

         23                 And eternal God, we are invoking your

         24  presence that all that we may say and do will be

         25  done to the honor and the glory of our citizenship.
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          2                 We thank you, eternal God, for the

          3  minds that have come together to resolve those

          4  issues that are pressing on the hearts of our

          5  people. We thank you for their strength and their

          6  fortitude that they will be able to stand tall and

          7  we will be able to be a great nation under God.

          8                 Bless us now and on the gird and keep

          9  us, for our minds are indicted in a great matter,

         10  and with the goodness of your holy spirit, we shall

         11  accomplish all that we have set out to do.

         12                 In honor of National Women's Month,

         13  may you now bless the women of this Council and of

         14  this world, that all that they do in order to

         15  enhance the leadership of the world and for humanity

         16  sake, for all the obstacles that they have overcome

         17  to be great stewards of our nation and the world.

         18                 May you now bless and keep them,

         19  bless and keep us all, now we ask through Jesus

         20  Christ, our Lord. Amen.

         21                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Motion to

         22  spread the invocation, by Council Member Barron.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Madam Public

         24  Advocate, I just want to take this moment to honor

         25  Reverend Sylveta Hamilton-Gonzalez, Bishop and
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          2  Founder of the Kingdom Ministries, on behalf of

          3  Councilwoman Yvette Clarke, who is a good friend of

          4  hers, and Council Member James Davis, whose district

          5  she lives in, we are honored to have her here on

          6  Women's History Month, and I make the motion to

          7  spread the invocation in full upon the record.

          8                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

          9  Councilman. So ordered.

         10                 Adoption of the Minutes.

         11                 Council Member Recchia.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Madam Public

         13  Advocate, may we spread the record -- motion that

         14  the Minutes of the Stated Meeting of February 12th

         15  be appointed and printable.

         16                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         17                 Messages and Papers from the Mayor.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 475.

         19                 SPEAKER MILLER: Referred to the

         20  Education Committee.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 476.

         22                 SPEAKER MILLER: Rules, Privileges and

         23  Elections.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 477.

         25                 SPEAKER MILLER: Rules, Privileges and
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          2  Elections.

          3                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM:

          4  Communication from City, County and Borough Offices.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 478.

          6  Communication from the Board of Elections in the

          7  City of New York, submitting the certification of

          8  the election of Pedro Espada, Jr., as a new Council

          9  Member of the 18th Councilmanic District, Bronx

         10  County.

         11                 SPEAKER MILLER: Received, ordered,

         12  printed and filed.

         13                 At this point with the Deputy

         14  Majority Leader, Minority Leader Bill Perkins and

         15  Minority Leader James Oddo, our newly elected

         16  colleague Pedro Espada will be asked to come forward

         17  and take his oath of office.

         18                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Raise your right

         19  hand and repeat after me.

         20                 I...

         21                 MR. ESPADA: I...

         22                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Pedro Espada,

         23  Jr...

         24                 MR. ESPADA: Pedro Espada, Jr...

         25                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Do solemnly
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          2  swear...

          3                 MR. ESPADA: Do solemnly swear...

          4                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: That I will

          5  support the Constitution of the United States of

          6  America...

          7                 MR. ESPADA: That I will support the

          8  Constitution of the United States of America...

          9                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: And the

         10  Constitution of the State of New York and the

         11  Charter of the City of New York...

         12                 MR. ESPADA: The Constitution of the

         13  State of New York and the Charter of the City of New

         14  York...

         15                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: And I will

         16  faithfully discharge the duties of the office of...

         17                 MR. ESPADA: And I will faithfully

         18  discharge the duties of...

         19                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Council Member

         20  18th District in the County of the Bronx...

         21                 MR. ESPADA: Council Member, the 18th

         22  District of the County of the Bronx...

         23                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: In the City of New

         24  York...

         25                 MR. ESPADA: In the City of New
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          2  York...

          3                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: To the best of my

          4  ability.

          5                 MR. ESPADA: To the best of my

          6  ability...

          7                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: So help me God.

          8                 MR. ESPADA: So help me God.

          9                 SPEAKER MILLER: Welcome to the City

         10  Council.

         11                 Council member, we'd love it if you

         12  would say a few words.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER ESPADA: Thank you, Mr.

         14  Speaker. To all of my colleagues, it is a point of

         15  high privilege to be here to join this esteemed body

         16  and to follow in the footsteps of my son, Pedro. G.

         17  Espada.

         18                 SPEAKER MILLER: Very good. Very good

         19  maiden speech.

         20                 We'll resume the meeting.

         21                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Petitions

         22  and Communications.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: None.

         24                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Land Use

         25  Call-Ups.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 479.

          3                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

          4  Call-Up vote.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 480.

          6                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

          7  Call-Up vote.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 481.

          9                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         10                 At this point I'd ask the Clerk to

         11  call the roll on all items coupled on the Land Use

         12  Call-Up vote.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Addabbo.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Aye.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Avella.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Aye.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Baez.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ: Aye.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Barron.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Aye on all.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Boyland.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: Aye.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Brewer.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Aye.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Clarke.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Aye on all.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Comrie.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Aye on all.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Davis.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER DAVIS: Aye on all.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: DeBlasio.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEBLASIO: Aye on all.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Dilan.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: Aye on all.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Espada.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER ESPADA: Aye.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Felder.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Aye.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Fidler.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Aye.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Foster.

         18                 (No response.)

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gallagher.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Aye.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gennaro.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Aye.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gerson.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Aye.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gioia.
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          2                 (No response.)

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gonzalez.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER GONZALEZ: Aye on all.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jackson.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Aye on all.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jennings.

          8                 (No response.)

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Katz.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Aye on all.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Koppell.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Aye. Aye on

         13  all.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lanza.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER LANZA: Aye on all.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Liu.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Yes on all.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lopez.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: Aye.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Martinez.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Aye on all.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: McMahon.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Aye on all.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Monserrate.

         25                 (No response.)
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Moskowitz.

          3                 (No response.)

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Nelson.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Aye on all.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Perkins.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Aye on all.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Provenzano.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: Yes.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Quinn.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: Yes.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Recchia.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Aye on all.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reed.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: Aye on all.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reyna.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: Aye on all.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sanders.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Yes.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Seabrook.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Aye on all.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sears.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Aye.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Serrano.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER SERRANO: Aye on all.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Stewart.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Aye on all.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vallone.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Aye.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vann.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Aye on all.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Weprin.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Aye on all.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Yassky.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Aye on all.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Oddo.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Aye on all, with

         14  the exception of preconsidered Land Use 384 and

         15  companion Resolution 764 I'm voting no. Ninety-nine

         16  out of 100 times I defer to the local Council Member

         17  on Land Use matters, and I know Councilman McMahon

         18  has worked very hard --

         19                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: This is Land

         20  Use Call-Ups.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Yes. Well, I'm

         22  actually going to ask you for unanimous consent to

         23  vote on everything. So, I apologize for not

         24  prefacing that.

         25                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: But I just
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          2  want to be on record as saying that I'm not voting

          3  necessarily on the merits of this particular

          4  project, and I know that Council Member McMahon has

          5  worked hard to make this the best project for his

          6  district, I just fear, that I have lots of

          7  manufacturing areas in my district, and I fear that

          8  I don't want to set a precedence, at least for my

          9  Council district by supporting this, and at a later

         10  point in time opposing a project similar to this in

         11  my district.

         12                 I also want to vote no on Intros 367,

         13  Reso 690, 691 and 692, and I'll vote on the

         14  resolution at a later point.

         15                 Thank you. Thank you for your

         16  consideration.

         17                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Rivera.

         19                 (No response.)

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Speaker Mr. Miller.

         21                 SPEAKER MILLER:  Aye.

         22                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Land Use

         23  Call-Ups adopted by 45 in the affirmative, none in

         24  the negative.

         25                 Communication from the Speaker.
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          2                 SPEAKER MILLER: If I could ask all my

          3  colleagues to rise, and everyone in the room to rise

          4  and join me in a moment of silence as we remember

          5  the tremendous sacrifice that our two police

          6  officers made on behalf of this City, the ultimate

          7  sacrifice that they made on behalf of this City,

          8  we'll all think of them, and that they should know

          9  and their families should know that they are in our

         10  thoughts and prayers today and every day.

         11                 (Moment of Silence observed.)

         12                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you.

         13                 Briefly, my colleagues, on the

         14  General Order Calendar today we have several pieces

         15  of legislation, most important of which I think is a

         16  piece of legislation that would extend rent control

         17  and rent stabilization for millions of New Yorkers

         18  so they could have some certainty about their lives

         19  and their homes in these difficult times.

         20                 I am proud that the Council is taking

         21  this action, and I look forward to working with all

         22  of my colleagues, to ensure that this extension is

         23  then also reauthorized in Albany by June and

         24  hopefully sooner, so that millions of New Yorkers

         25  can have uncertainty removed and so we can make sure
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          2  we keep this place, this City a place where the

          3  middle class and working people of every class can

          4  continue to work and live in this great City of

          5  ours.

          6                 We also are passing two resolutions,

          7  one of which would call for the City Council to be

          8  able to make these decisions without having to go up

          9  to Albany hat in hand. It's only right that Albany

         10  give us the authority to act on behalf of our

         11  constituents. And it's not right that we have to go

         12  up there every year or every several years to ask

         13  the State Senate Majority Leader and the Governor to

         14  help us deal with our own affairs.

         15                 And, finally, it would also call for

         16  the reauthorization and support Speaker Silver's

         17  bill which would not only reauthorize but strengthen

         18  rent stabilization, rent control, by repealing high

         19  rent vacancy decontrol, which is outrageous, which

         20  is taking thousands of units of affordable housing

         21  out of this system.

         22                 I also want to mention we're passing

         23  a very important piece of legislation called on the

         24  subject of the control of City records, Intro.

         25  102-A, and I want to particularly compliment the
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          2  Chair of the Government Operations Committee, Bill

          3  Perkins, for his work in bringing together the

          4  Committee, the Administration and the entire Council

          5  and many advocates on behind a bill that is the

          6  strongest bill in the country, in terms of retaining

          7  ownership of City records.

          8                 That concludes the Communication from

          9  the Speaker.

         10                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Discussion

         11  of General Orders.

         12                 Council Member Martinez.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Thank you,

         14  Madam Public Advocate.

         15                 I just also wanted to commend the

         16  Speaker and the body for the passage of the

         17  Resolution and the Intro that will extend and

         18  guarantee affordability in our community when it

         19  comes to housing. It comes at the right time, we're

         20  sending the right message to the State Legislators,

         21  that this is a must, and also it sends the message

         22  that we also need to control our destiny in

         23  reference to the affordability of housing in our

         24  community.

         25                 So, I want to stand and speak on
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          2  behalf of that and commend, again, the Speaker for

          3  his leadership and this body for taking the

          4  leadership and addressing the issue of affordability

          5  in our communities.

          6                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you.

          7                 Council Member Katz.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: I just wanted to

          9  rise in support of the rent regulation extension

         10  law.

         11                 As many of you may realize, in 1997 I

         12  was an Assemblywoman, May 20th 1997 as an

         13  Assemblywoman, when thousands and thousands of

         14  tenants came up to Albany and the fear and anxiety

         15  in every one of their voices and every one of their

         16  faces at the prospect of losing the affordable

         17  housing that we now enjoy in the City of New York is

         18  something I don't want to go through again.

         19                 I do thank Albany for taking this up

         20  and hope they realize how important this is to the

         21  City of New York. And while they are doing that,

         22  hopefully the repeal of the Urstadt Law will be

         23  taken seriously.

         24                 These are our constituents, it is the

         25  City of New York, we should be able to control the
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          2  destiny of the housing of the people that we

          3  represent.

          4                 I want to rise in support of the

          5  bill. Thank you.

          6                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you.

          7                 Council Member Jackson.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Thank you,

          9  Madam Chair. And good afternoon, fellow colleagues

         10  and member of the audience. I would like to thank

         11  our Speaker Gifford Miller and our Chair of the

         12  Housing and Buildings Committee, Council Member

         13  Madeline Provenzano, for moving this Intro

         14  concerning the rent stabilization, rent control and

         15  Urstadt law, moving it forward through the Council

         16  as quickly as possible, knowing that the area that I

         17  represent, Northern Manhattan, including the

         18  geographical area of Morningside Heights, Hamilton

         19  Heights, Washington Heights and Inwood, has hundreds

         20  of thousands of units that are covered by these

         21  laws, and, in fact, I live in a rent stabilized

         22  apartment and I am directly impacted by this

         23  particular intro that we're going to pass this

         24  afternoon.

         25                 And, so, I appreciate the opportunity
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          2  to be a part of this process and to advocate for the

          3  over 163,000 people that I represent in Northern

          4  Manhattan. Thank you very much.

          5                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          6  Member Brewer.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Thank you. I

          8  also support these resolutions and the Intro. As a

          9  representative of the west side, we have the largest

         10  numbers of rent stabilized apartments of any

         11  congressional district. I want to thank colleagues

         12  who don't have any rent stabilized units in their

         13  district for being supportive, it means a lot.

         14                 Those of us who have residents who

         15  are directly impacted, and I want to say that as we

         16  move forward, how important this is, because

         17  although we have rent stabilization, if we have the

         18  vacancy decontrol continue, we have de facto lack of

         19  rent stabilization.

         20                 So, it's very important to support

         21  the Urstadt abolition and to support a rent

         22  stabilization law in Albany that in fact gives us

         23  true rent stabilization and rent control. Thank you

         24  very much.

         25                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council
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          2  Member DeBlasio.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER DeBLASIO: Thank you. I

          4  want to first thank the Speaker for putting forward

          5  these important pieces of legislation related to

          6  rent control, rent stabilization, but particularly

          7  for making the point that we still seem to be in

          8  some kind of colonial relationship with Albany where

          9  we have to seek their permission for the most basic

         10  functions of self-determination here in New York

         11  City and it's time for that to end.

         12                 I also want to speak as Chairman of

         13  the General Welfare Committee. We have seen a rapid

         14  rise in homelessness, a historically high and very,

         15  very tragically high level of homelessness in this

         16  City.

         17                 If we continue the assault on

         18  affordable housing, that some in Albany would like

         19  to see happen, if we don't protect rent control and

         20  rent stabilization, we are simply enabling the

         21  possibility of greater homelessness in our City.

         22                 I also want to add we better protect

         23  our programs that stop people from being wrongly

         24  evicted, because if we don't do that as well, we

         25  will simply see more homelessness in New York City.
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          2                 Thank you.

          3                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          4  Member Davis.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER DAVIS: Yes, I'm just

          6  happy that the leadership of the Council, Speaker

          7  Gifford Miller, along with others, for supporting,

          8  extending the rent stabilization laws and I just

          9  want to make sure that everyone knows that in

         10  addition to voting for it, that we need more

         11  affordable housing and this secures and protects

         12  most worthy and most needed residents in the City of

         13  New York.

         14                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: In the

         15  absence of anybody else, can we move forward?

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Madam

         17  Advocate?

         18                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: I'm sorry,

         19  did I miss somebody?

         20                 Oh, sorry. Council Member Gerson,

         21  excuse me.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: That's okay.

         23  Just briefly, I join my colleagues in supporting

         24  these very important bills pertaining to rent

         25  control, rent stabilization. I thank our Speaker and
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          2  I thank our Housing Committee Chair Madeline

          3  Provenzano for spearheading these bills. I just want

          4  to make the point that these bills are about housing

          5  economics, especially for those renters who live in

          6  these units, but they're also about more fundamental

          7  values. They're about the type of City we will be,

          8  whether or not we will be a City of diversity where

          9  people of all income means and all vocations could

         10  live together and share a common destiny, and

         11  they're about recognizing that rent stabilized

         12  apartments are homes, and people who live in these

         13  homes have a right to stability for their futures in

         14  their homes.

         15                 So, with that I heartily and strongly

         16  endorse these bills and I thank you.

         17                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         18  Member Recchia.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Yes, Madam

         20  Public Advocate, I just want to say I support this

         21  measure 100 percent, because in my district I have

         22  many rent stabilized apartments, and one of my

         23  tenant leaders are here today making sure that I'm

         24  going to vote in favor of this. So, Paul Fothazer, I

         25  know you're here, I support you and all the tenants
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          2  in the 47th Council District.

          3                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          4  Member Barron.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: I just want to

          6  rise to support the repealing of the Urstadt and the

          7  independence from Albany, and to make a serious

          8  threat to Albany, if they don't give us more

          9  independence, I am threatening to join with Peter

         10  Vallone, Jr., and fight for seceding and I'll become

         11  the Governor of the Greater New York City. So, I

         12  think they better give us our independence.

         13                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: What is

         14  happening today?

         15                 Council Member Nelson.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: I'm in shock,

         17  okay.

         18                 Anyway, with regard to my colleagues,

         19  me, too, but it's an important serious issue,

         20  because it's true, every year many, many elderly

         21  tenants are frightened, and in fact they cannot

         22  afford increases in their rent. So, I'm proud of

         23  Madeline and Speaker Gif Miller, to join in with

         24  them for fighting to maintain rent control laws.

         25                 Thank you.

                                                            41

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Anybody

          3  else?

          4                 Council Member Koppell.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: I'm happy to

          6  support the extension of the rent laws, but our

          7  passage of that legislation, which is indeed

          8  important, should not obscure the accomplishments of

          9  the Council and particularly Council Member Perkins

         10  on the archival of City records. It was a very

         11  controversial issue, it involved the records of the

         12  Giuliani Administration. It offered the possibility

         13  of being dealt with in an overly political and

         14  historical manner. It was dealt with in a serious

         15  manner with this legislation that will preserve the

         16  historical record for the future, and I think Bill

         17  Perkins and the others here who worked on this

         18  deserve credit.

         19                 Admittedly it's not as important to

         20  most people as the rent laws, but we shouldn't omit

         21  mentioning that we're passing this important

         22  legislation today, and thank those who brought it

         23  before us.

         24                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Okay. Report

         25  of Special Committees.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: None.

          3                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Reports of

          4  Standing Committees.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER CHERRY: Reports of the

          6  Committee on Environmental Protection.

          7                 Intro. 109-A.

          8                 SPEAKER MILLER: Adopted and referred

          9  to the Committee on Environmental Protection.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reso 652-A.

         11                 SPEAKER MILLER: Amended and Laid

         12  Over.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports of the

         14  Committee on Governmental Operations.

         15                 Intro. 102-A.

         16                 SPEAKER MILLER: Amended and coupled

         17  on the General Order Calendar.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports of the

         19  Committee on Housing and Buildings.

         20                 Intro. 367.

         21                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on General

         22  Order Calendar.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reso 690.

         24                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reso 691-A.
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          2                 SPEAKER MILLER: Amended and coupled

          3  on the General Order Calendar.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reso 692-A.

          5                 SPEAKER MILLER: Amended and coupled

          6  on the General Order Calendar.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports of the

          8  Committee on Land Use.

          9                 LU 313 and companion Reso 757.

         10                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on a General

         11  Order Calendar.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 318 and

         13  companion Reso 758.

         14                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 321 and

         16  companion Reso 759.

         17                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 365 and

         19  companion Reso 760.

         20                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 373 and

         22  companion Reso 761.

         23                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 374 and

         25  companion Reso 762.
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          2                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 382 and

          4  companion Reso 763.

          5                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Preconsidered

          7  LU 384 and companion Reso 764.

          8                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Preconsidered

         10  LU 385 and companion Reso 765.

         11                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports of the

         13  Committee on Parks and Recreation.

         14                 Intros 232, 236, 244, 245, 263, 266,

         15  280, 292, 297, 302, 303, 304, 306, 311, 312, 315,

         16  323, 327, 328, 337 and 340.

         17                 SPEAKER MILLER: All coupled to be

         18  filed.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports of the

         20  Committee on Transportation.

         21                 Intro. 178-A.

         22                 SPEAKER MILLER: Amended and laid

         23  over.

         24                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: General

         25  Order Calendar.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Intro. 123-A.

          3                 SPEAKER MILLER: Laid over.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Intro. 240-A.

          5                 SPEAKER MILLER: Laid over.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Intro. 377.

          7                 SPEAKER MILLER: Laid over.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Resolution

          9  appointing various persons Commissioner of Deeds.

         10                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

         11  General Order Calendar.

         12                 At this time I'd ask the clerk to

         13  call the roll on all items coupled on the General

         14  Order Calendar.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Addabbo.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Aye.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Avella.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Aye on all.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Baez.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ: Aye on all.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Barron.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Aye on all.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Boyland.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: Aye on all.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Brewer.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Aye on all.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Clarke.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Aye on all.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Comrie.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Aye on all.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Davis.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER DAVIS: Aye on all.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: DeBlasio.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEBLASIO: Aye on all.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Dilan.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: Aye on all.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Espada.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER ESPADA: Aye on all.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Felder.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Aye on all.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Fidler.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Madam Public

         19  Advocate, I have some concerns about how luxury

         20  decontrol works in this City and its impact upon the

         21  provision of affordable housing.

         22                 However, I believe that this Council

         23  has to do everything in its power to protect and

         24  fight for the tenants in this City. So, I vote aye

         25  on all.
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          2                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gallagher.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: No on

          5  Intro. 367. No on Reso 690. No on Reso 691. No on

          6  Reso 692. Aye on all other coupled general orders.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gennaro.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Yes on all.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gerson.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Yes on all.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gioia.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: Yes on all.

         13                 And Madam Public Advocate, I request

         14  unanimous consent to vote on all Call-Ups today.

         15                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gonzalez.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER GONZALEZ: Aye on all.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jackson.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Aye on all.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jennings.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER JENNINGS: Aye on all.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Katz.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Aye on all.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Koppell.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Aye on all.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lanza.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER LANZA: I vote no on

          4  Intro. 367, and Resos 690, 691, and 692; and aye on

          5  the rest.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Liu.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Yes on all.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lopez.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: Aye on all.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Martinez.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Aye on all.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: McMahon.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Aye on all.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Monserrate.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Madam

         16  Chair, I request unanimous consent to vote on all

         17  Land Use Call-Ups. Aye on all. And aye on all.

         18                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Nelson.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Aye on all.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Perkins.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: May I be

         23  excused to explain my vote?

         24                 I want to take a moment to speak on

         25  Intro. 102-A, custody and control of City records of

                                                            49

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  historical research, cultural, other important

          3  value. I want to take a moment to first thank the

          4  staff, Marcel Ooyen of the Speaker's staff; Matthew

          5  Tollin, Counsel to Governmental Operations; the

          6  Speaker; and most importantly, my Committee members

          7  and staff for their support. In negotiating this

          8  very, very important bill it became known as the

          9  "Giuliani Papers Bill," in an effort to try to

         10  recapture some records that the Giuliani

         11  Administration had taken without the proper

         12  approval, and now we have through this bill

         13  prevented any public records of public elected

         14  officials from ever being taken again.

         15                 In addition to that, we have created

         16  an oversight Board that will provide an opportunity

         17  for us to keep track of those so-called Giuliani

         18  records, as well as keep track of similar records in

         19  the future so that the people of the City of New

         20  York can be assured that these types of records will

         21  not be viewed and that the history that these

         22  records represent will not be tampered with.

         23                 So, I want to thank my colleagues for

         24  their support. I want to thank the advocates in the

         25  archival community and the historical community for

                                                            50

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  attending our hearings and helping us draft this

          3  very important piece of legislation that would be a

          4  model for other jurisdictions throughout the

          5  country.

          6                 With that in mind, I vote aye on all.

          7  Thank you.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Provenzano.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: Aye on

         10  all.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Quinn.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: Madam Chair,

         13  may I be excused to explain my vote?

         14                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: Before voting

         16  aye on all, I just want to add my voice to those of

         17  my colleagues in support of the extenders of rent

         18  control and rent stabilization today, and also in

         19  support of the resolution to repeal the Urstadt Law

         20  and also the resolution in support of the measures

         21  that Speaker Silver has put out which would seek to

         22  take rent protection back to the stronger level that

         23  it was at pre-1997. This is a very important day

         24  because it's the first time the City Council is

         25  sending a message that the Urstadt Law should be
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          2  repealed, the first time the Council is sending a

          3  message that we need to move the rent laws back to

          4  where they were before the erosion of rent

          5  protection began in the City. It's also significant

          6  because I believe today is the first step on a long

          7  road for this City Council where we will fight

          8  aggressively side by side with our colleagues into

          9  Albany to get the rent protection levels back to

         10  where they were before 1997, where our constituents

         11  desperately need them to be.

         12                 That said, I vote aye on all.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Recchia.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Aye on all.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reed.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: Madam Public

         17  Advocate, may I be excused to explain my vote?

         18                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: Thank you.

         20                 I wanted to just echo Council Member

         21  Quinn. This is a brave new Council, and it is time

         22  that we recognize, which we have, our ability to

         23  speak up forcefully for the middle class and all the

         24  rental apartments in the City of New York, the

         25  people who have made this their home by choice
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          2  because they like the spirit and what we stand for,

          3  politically and psychologically, as a community that

          4  wants to be diverse.

          5                 If we don't have rent protections, if

          6  we don't undo the Urstadt Law, we will not have a

          7  diverse City, and so I applaud the Speaker and also

          8  my colleagues in this Council for taking this first

          9  step in a direction of having self-control.

         10                 Thank you very much. Aye on all.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reyna.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: Aye on all.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sanders.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Madam Public

         15  Advocate, if I can be excused to explain my vote?

         16                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: As a child of

         18  the working class, I certainly support the working

         19  class and the middle class and saying that New York

         20  City belongs to all of us, so therefore the support

         21  of rent control and rent stabilization is an

         22  automatic vote with me.

         23                 I also praise Council Member Perkins

         24  and the others for their brave work in recapturing

         25  public documents for the public. I vote aye on all.

                                                            53

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Seabrook.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Aye on all.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sears.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Aye.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Serrano.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER SERRANO: Aye.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Stewart.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Aye on all.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vallone.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: May I be

         12  excused to explain my vote, please?

         13                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: I agree with

         15  my colleague Charles Barron regarding the repeal of

         16  the Urstadt Law. The State of Greater New York

         17  welcomes you, Charles, for the next few minutes

         18  until we get the next issue. But I did vote aye on

         19  all, except Resolution 692-A, which I vote no on.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vann.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Aye on all.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Weprin.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Aye on all.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Yassky.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: May I be
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          2  excused to explain my vote?

          3                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: I just want to

          5  speak in support of the measures we're adopting

          6  today on rent regulation. Rent regulation is

          7  critical to the quality of life in this City, and I

          8  am very concerned that the continued erosion of rent

          9  regulation in New York is going to make us much

         10  worse off not too many years from now, and so we

         11  have to fight has hard as we can all together to

         12  restore the rent regulation that we had only a few

         13  years ago.

         14                 I vote aye on all. Thank you.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Rivera.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA:  Aye on all.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Speaker Mr. Miller.

         18                 SPEAKER MILLER:  Aye.

         19                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: All items on

         20  today's general order calendar were adopted by a

         21  vote of 48 in the affirmative, zero in the negative,

         22  and zero abstentions. With the exception of 384 and

         23  resolution 764, which was adopted by a vote of 47 in

         24  the affirmative, one in the negative zero

         25  abstentions, and Intro. 367, which was adopted by 45
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          2  in the affirmative, three in the negative and zero

          3  abstentions, and Reso 690, which was adopted by 45

          4  in the affirmative, three in the negative and zero

          5  abstentions.

          6                 Introduction and Reading of Bills.

          7                 SPEAKER MILLER: All items are

          8  referred to the Committee as indicated in the

          9  agenda. Let me also take --

         10                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: I'm sorry,

         11  Speaker Miller, forgive me, I forgot there was a

         12  second page today.

         13                 SPEAKER MILLER: It's quite all right.

         14                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: With the

         15  exception of Resolution 691-A, which was adopted by

         16  45 in the affirmative, three in the negative, zero

         17  abstentions, and Resolution 692-A which is adopted

         18  by 44 in the affirmative, four in the negative and

         19  zero abstentions.

         20                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you. I just

         21  wanted to take this moment to explain to my

         22  colleagues that Helen Foster is unfortunately ill

         23  today, which is why she's unable to be with us. We

         24  certainly hope she recovers quickly, and Council

         25  Member Joseph Addabbo had an emergency in his
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          2  district.

          3                 Oh, he's back. Oh, beautiful. We're

          4  glad to have Joe back, and we shall proceed.

          5                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Excuse me,

          6  I've been asked to announce the revised Land Use

          7  Call-Ups. Forty-eight in the affirmative.

          8                 Discussion of Resolutions.

          9                 Council Member Perkins.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Thank you

         11  very much.

         12                 To my colleagues, I believe we've

         13  come to a very, very important moment, and let me

         14  start by first thanking our Congressman Charles

         15  Reingall for his leadership on this issue both here

         16  in New York and in Washington, D.C.

         17                 It was his example that inspired me

         18  to introduce 549 in which is now 549-A.

         19                 Hopefully our actions here today will

         20  embolden him and his congressional colleagues who

         21  continue to work for peace and against the war in

         22  Iraq.

         23                 Thanks to Speaker Miller, Chairman

         24  Serrano and the entire Council for their

         25  participation in making this happen.
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          2                 This process has seen the Council at

          3  its best and has been a model for democracy. A

          4  process that is not unique to this measure, as all

          5  of our actions go through a natural evolution to

          6  build consensus.

          7                 On April 4, 36 years ago, Dr. Martin

          8  Luther King, Jr. made an historic speech right here

          9  in New York at Riverside Church deploring the war in

         10  Vietnam. King's sentiments at that time were that

         11  the war abroad was crippling our domestic agenda and

         12  could not be more salient than what's going on with

         13  us today.

         14                 With our local and national economy

         15  in peril, a war in Iraq will drain urgently needed

         16  resources to our City, our suburbs and our small

         17  towns. We cannot afford to engage in such a costly

         18  diversion --

         19                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         20  member, would you please sum up? Sorry.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Not to

         22  mention the recent polls reflecting enormous concern

         23  on the part of New Yorkers for new acts of terrorism

         24  if the war begins with Iraq.

         25                 And there is the human price of war.
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          2  I know that I am not alone when I pray that our

          3  troops will not be forced to make the ultimate

          4  sacrifice, and let us not forget that those who

          5  declare war are usually not the ones who have to

          6  fight it.

          7                 In conclusion, I once again would

          8  like to thank my colleagues and urge you all to give

          9  peace a chance.

         10                 Thank you.

         11                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         12  Member Fidler.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: This is a

         14  tough speech, first because I already regret the

         15  feeling of having to burn my anti-war draft card,

         16  and because I know that many of the people sitting

         17  in the gallery are about to boo me, probably marched

         18  with me against the war in Vietnam and the illegal

         19  wars in Cambodia. And also because we know that in

         20  any war, men, women and innocent civilians die.

         21                 But we have to remember why we're

         22  here. Iraq and Saddam Hussein violated the terms of

         23  a peace resolution that was necessitated because

         24  they invaded a sovereign neighbor, and during the

         25  course of that invasion they launch missiles at a
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          2  sovereign neighbor with whom they were not at war.

          3  They have gassed and oppressed minorities in their

          4  own country, not to mention how they treat their

          5  women, and they've given support and assistance to

          6  he exploitation of terrorism throughout the world,

          7  and in all probability are sitting on a stockpile of

          8  dangerous, nuclear, chemical germ weapons.

          9                 History reminds us of what happens

         10  when the world does nothing, when a mad man and an

         11  imperialist rolls his tanks into a neighboring

         12  country.

         13                 And I'm sure five minutes of Tony

         14  Blair, for whom I have the greatest respect, won't

         15  make the mistake that Nevil Chamberlain in thinking

         16  that appeasement was necessarily buying peace in our

         17  time. And I certainly am not going to wait for Joc

         18  Sherak's (phonetic) permission to defend myself.

         19                 Summing up, Madam Public Advocate, we

         20  are sitting today in what should be the shadows of

         21  the World Trade Center.

         22                 I don't want to be back here in six

         23  months naming streets for dead New Yorkers because

         24  this country did nothing. I urge a no vote.

         25                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

                                                            60

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  Member Yassky.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Thank you,

          4  Madam Public Advocate.

          5                 I rise in support of the resolution,

          6  and I also commend my colleague Bill Perkins and

          7  also Gale Brewer for their leadership on this.

          8                 The reasons advanced in support of a

          9  war on Iraq simply do not hold up. They do not hold

         10  up at this time. There may come a future time in

         11  which we are called to go to war and I am sure that

         12  at that time this country, as it has always done in

         13  the past, will rise to the challenge. But we are not

         14  at this time. The arguments are made this is a war

         15  in self-defense. Iraq has never posed a threat to

         16  the United States. Saddam Hussein is a terrible

         17  dictator. He is a terrible dictator to his own

         18  people. He is a danger in a region in which Iraq

         19  sits, but that is not the same as being a threat to

         20  the United States. We are not being forced into war

         21  to protect ourselves.

         22                 The argument is made that this is a

         23  war to promote democracy. The only way that

         24  democracy will flourish in the mid-east and

         25  throughout the world is with the concerted effort of
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          2  a community of nations to push the rest of the world

          3  in that direction. We cannot impose democracy on the

          4  rest of the world by ourselves. And any effort to do

          5  that is doomed to failure.

          6                 If there were an important compelling

          7  purpose, then a war would be necessary. But there is

          8  no such compelling purpose at this time.

          9                 I will vote and I urge my colleagues

         10  to vote in support of this resolution.

         11                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         12  Member Recchia.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Madam Public

         14  Advocate, today I rise because I believe that due to

         15  the events that occurred just a few blocks away on

         16  September 11th, we have no other choice than to vote

         17  against the resolution.

         18                 Our US Intelligence gives us reason

         19  to believe that Saddam Hussein aids and protects

         20  terrorists, that he has an arsenal of weapons of

         21  mass destruction, that these weapons could be used

         22  against the people of the world, to destruct and aid

         23  the terrorists but most importantly to hurt the

         24  other countries that surround nearby Iraq.

         25                 It would just take just one vial, one
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          2  canister, one crate slipped into this country to

          3  bring a day of horror. Today I vote, my vote is a no

          4  vote, because I don't support this. But most

          5  importantly, you must think about the future of our

          6  children, this country and this world. That is why

          7  I'm voting against this resolution, and that is why

          8  I encourage my colleagues to also vote no.

          9                 Thank you.

         10                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         11  Member Barron.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Thank you,

         13  Madam Public Advocate.

         14                 I rise to encourage my colleagues to

         15  vote yes on this resolution. Remember Osama bin

         16  Laden? He was the worst enemy to the world. They

         17  bombed Afghanistan, killed innocent men, women and

         18  children, and now they're not looking for him

         19  anymore.

         20                 Now we go to Iraq, another Boogie

         21  Man, who is the worst thing in the world. This war

         22  or threat of war is about oil, and we are not

         23  spilling our blood for oil. Even the CIA, the CIA

         24  said that if war occurs, terrorism will increase.

         25  All nations will be in trouble. We're sending a
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          2  message to the President today, at least I am, let

          3  me not speak for everybody, that you can no longer

          4  use 9/11 as an excuse for war. There was no linkage

          5  of Saddam Hussein to 9/11. There is no linkage of

          6  Saddam Hussein to Al Qaeda America has a history of

          7  supporting dictators. They supported Marcos in the

          8  Philippines, they supported the Shah of Iran, they

          9  supported Duvalier in Haiti, they supported Pinochet

         10  in Chili, they supported Batista in Cuba, they

         11  supported Simosa in Nicaragua. This is not about

         12  getting rid of dictators, this is about hegemony,

         13  control in the Middle East, and protecting a single

         14  ally. I thank you.

         15                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Could I ask

         16  the gallery please not to shout and scream? Please.

         17  You can clap. You've been very orderly, but please

         18  don't shout and scream.

         19                 Thank you very much.

         20                 Council Member Brewer.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Thank you very

         22  much. I support this resolution. I want to thank

         23  particularly Council Member Koppell. I want to thank

         24  Council Member Serrano for his great leadership on

         25  the Committee and his staff Laura Gonzalez' attorney
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          2  from the Speaker's office and the Speaker, Council

          3  Member Perkins for his leadership from the very

          4  beginning, all my west side constituents, but most

          5  importantly Brian Kavanaugh, Chief of Staff of my

          6  office and the Council.

          7                 And I want to say this resolution is

          8  the result of much dialogue that is constructive

          9  with all of my colleagues, and I thank those who

         10  support it and those who do not.

         11                 Our country is great because it was

         12  founded by people who protested what they felt was

         13  unfair, and to divide patriotism from protest is not

         14  the American way.

         15                 No City is more impacted by 9/11 than

         16  New York City. No group of residents suffered more.

         17  To come to a consensus today, we as a City and as a

         18  City Council had to have time to reflect. And,

         19  again, I respect everyone who did that and I thank

         20  them.

         21                 Finally, based on our discussions,

         22  roughly two-thirds of us here in the Council support

         23  the clear statement that we are making today, which

         24  is given what we know about the situation in Iraq, a

         25  preemptive strike by the United States would not
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          2  make the world safer. And, so I hope, I urge all of

          3  my colleagues to support this resolution.

          4                 Thank you very much.

          5                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          6  Member Weprin.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: My colleagues,

          8  Madam Advocate, we are now joined together in a

          9  debate that has assumed international proportions.

         10  The President with the approval of Congress is about

         11  to make a decision that will ultimately impact, not

         12  only the future of our City but that of our country

         13  and the world.

         14                 New Yorkers are certainly no

         15  strangers to war. The September 11th attack on our

         16  City has clearly demonstrated to us the impact of

         17  worldwide terrorism.

         18                 Our national government has for these

         19  past months struggled to eliminate a seriously

         20  potential terrorist threat that is facing us.

         21                 Saddam Hussein's arsenal, as well as

         22  his past acts of aggression, have consistently

         23  demonstrated to us the horrible potential we now

         24  face.

         25                 Today we are being asked to express
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          2  our opinions regarding the potential for military

          3  action to disarm Iraq.

          4                 September 11th was a wake-up call to

          5  educate us in this most horrendous way possible,

          6  that there are evil people in this world who wish to

          7  destroy us.

          8                 We cannot permit such evil to happen

          9  by abstaining in our opposition to a ruthless

         10  dictator.

         11                 Some opponents of military action

         12  have argued that we should abstain from supporting

         13  military action because it would perpetrate

         14  terrorist activities at home. This threat must not

         15  deter us.

         16                 It is my sincere hope that there is

         17  no war. However, by abstaining from supporting our

         18  President, who in this case is authorized by the

         19  Congress of the United States to undertake military

         20  action, we would be making a statement that would

         21  undermine our commitment to peace.

         22                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Could you

         23  sum up, Council member?

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: I, therefore,

         25  cannot support this resolution and will be voting no
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          2  on 549-A

          3  .  Thank you.

          4                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

          5  Council Member.

          6                 Council Member Sanders.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: I rise today

          8  as no -- I'm no bleeding heart liberal, I'm a little

          9  different here. I'm a former US Marine Corps "grunt

         10  front line trooper," that means the ones who

         11  actually do the fighting. My Godson and my nephew is

         12  in the Gulf right now waiting the call to war.

         13                 All war, I'm not blanketly against

         14  all war. World War II or just war. The battle to

         15  find Bin Laden, very much a just battle. But I'm

         16  reminded of what Congressman Reingall said a couple

         17  of days ago, he said that we need a draft to give

         18  the opportunity to defend our country to all of the

         19  American people, not just the working class and the

         20  poor stiffs who have to get out there, but all of

         21  the American people.

         22                 I hear the drums of war beating

         23  louder and louder, and yet I see that our federal

         24  officials -- I don't see their children signing up.

         25  I don't see them going out to stand on the front
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          2  lines. So, I'm kind of nervous when war hawks

          3  (phonetic) or are they chicken hawks have their

          4  other people's children go and theirs do not.

          5                 I will be more convinced of this when

          6  the federal officials, those who beat the drums of

          7  war the loudest, have their own children sign up

          8  first. I say the UN sponsored disarmament must

          9  continue, it is bearing fruit. We need to find ways

         10  in increasing it, and really making this happen. I,

         11  of course will have to vote yes for this resolution.

         12                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         13  Member Oddo.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Thank you Madam

         15  Public Advocate.

         16                 I am opposed to this resolution on

         17  the merits, and because of the process. My

         18  opposition on the merits can be summed up best in

         19  the words of Winston Churchill when he once said "an

         20  appeaser is someone who feeds the crocodile hoping

         21  that it will eat him last." I'm opposed on the

         22  process because we are a City Council, not the

         23  security Council, and I think for our friends out

         24  there in the country who are watching this, we

         25  should sort of sanitize the record when we talk

                                                            69

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  about consensus in this body. Consensus in this

          3  body, because of the make-up between democrats and

          4  republicans, usually means the yeas number in the

          5  high forties are the nos are either three, four or

          6  on property tax six, and I think the fact that the

          7  sponsorship of this resolution is only in the

          8  thirties, indicates that there's a wee bit less than

          9  consensus in this body.

         10                 I have said time and time again that

         11  I think this body spends way too much time on issues

         12  outside of our immediate jurisdiction. I think that

         13  it's time that we shed the criticisms of this body,

         14  we should not be focusing on street name changes and

         15  we should not be focusing on things outside of what

         16  our constituents elected us. We have an incredible

         17  fiscal situation in this City, we have an

         18  unemployment rate in this City, we have welfare, we

         19  have an educational system that's being

         20  revolutionized. We have spent more time and more

         21  energy both publicly and privately on this issue

         22  than we did on a property tax vote. Those are the

         23  issues that we were elected to talk about, not

         24  foreign affairs, and I think that I would ask all my

         25  colleagues to remember why we were elected. Thank
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          2  you.

          3                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          4  Member Koppell.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Madam Chair

          6  and colleagues in the house, Councilman Perkins

          7  properly pointed out that many people work on

          8  redrafting his original resolution, and the

          9  resolution that we're voting on today is not his

         10  original resolution. The resolution we're voting on

         11  is the resolution that has just been put on your

         12  desks, and I urge you to read it, because contrary

         13  to what Councilman Fidler said, this is not a

         14  resolution that says no war at any price and we

         15  should permit appeasement of Saddam Hussein. It is

         16  also not a resolution that says we should go to war

         17  until all efforts, all efforts have been exhausted

         18  to enlist the United Nations, the Security Council

         19  and a broad international coalition. But if efforts

         20  of disarmament of Saddam Hussein fail, and if there

         21  is a broad international consensus, not necessarily

         22  the security Council, not to say that Mr. Sherock or

         23  anybody else has a veto, but with a broad

         24  international consensus. Or as the resolution says,

         25  if we are in imminent danger, force is supported by
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          2  this resolution. This is not an anti war or a pro

          3  war resolution, it is a resolution that says killing

          4  people should always be a last resort, and progress

          5  is being made. Weapons are being destroyed,

          6  inspectors are in Iraq, and while that process

          7  continues we should not resort to killing.

          8                 If they do not succeed, I no more

          9  than anyone else want to see Saddam Hussein build up

         10  an arsenal of mass destruction.

         11                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Please sum

         12  up. Please.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: This doesn't

         14  say he will be permitted to do so. It councils a

         15  middle course, a proper course, a course that both

         16  rejects Saddam Hussein and says we should give peace

         17  a chance whenever a chance remains.

         18                 I will vote in favor.

         19                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         20  Member Jennings.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER JENNINGS: Madam Public

         22  Advocate, I personally have experienced the affects

         23  of 9/11. I hold up in my had, a card, my ID pass to

         24  1 World Trade Center, 89th Floor, Room 8956, where

         25  my friend was killed.
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          2                 On 9/11 I called my friend Franklin

          3  when I heard the plane had crashed in the World

          4  Trade Center, and I spoke to him the first time he

          5  thought two small planes hit the building. Then when

          6  I got him and looked at the TV, I called him back

          7  and said, Frank, it was two cessnas as you thought,

          8  it was two, 767 and a 757. At that time Frank said

          9  the security guards said he should stay in the

         10  building til the Fire Department comes up to get him

         11  and he remained in he building. And when I called

         12  Frank again, when I heard one of the tours had fell,

         13  Frank was in the building, he thought he just heard

         14  a thump and he never left the building.

         15                 For that week I prayed that Frank

         16  would be okay, and he somehow they would find Frank

         17  and all the others in the World Trade Center, and I

         18  came down here downtown five days later, I saw that

         19  building with my eyes only two blocks away, looking

         20  three feet high, still on fire, still burning, and

         21  at that time I realized none of my friends were

         22  going to make it out of there alive.

         23                 This bill is out of our jurisdiction

         24  of the Council. I want you to know that right now in

         25  Kuwait City there's a camp called "Camp New York"
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          2  where the men and women in uniform are there

          3  fighting for our freedom, for our democracy.

          4                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Sum up,

          5  Council Member, please.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER JENNINGS: They're

          7  there fighting for us, for our freedom, and we

          8  should stand behind our troops that are in Kuwait,

          9  and as leaders and as elected officials, when our

         10  countries go into war, we must stand by our

         11  President. If this bill came out four months ago --

         12                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         13  Member, please sum up.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER JENNINGS: -- When he

         15  didn't know -- I will just finish -- when he didn't

         16  know what he was going to do, then we should have

         17  thought of this four months ago. But now at the eve

         18  of going to war, we must stand behind our country

         19  behind our President as good Americans.

         20                 Thank you. I vote no.

         21                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         22  Member Jackson.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Good

         24  afternoon. Thank you. I rise this afternoon in the

         25  spirit of peace and unity in New York, the United
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          2  States, the Middle East and the entire world.

          3                 After the world wide demonstration on

          4  February 15th, 2003, where millions of people stood

          5  together and voiced a united position of peace and

          6  against war, considering the United Nations, which

          7  is located in New York City, is the focus of

          8  worldwide attention today and all this week, it is

          9  imperative that this legislative body, the City

         10  Council of New York City, take a position of peace

         11  and against war.

         12                 I applaud the grassroot coalition

         13  United for Peace and Justice for all its efforts in

         14  leading the February 15th rally and working with

         15  Speaker Miller and Deputy Majority Leader Perkins in

         16  assisting us to this historic vote today.

         17                 New York City now joins over 139

         18  other cities for peace.

         19                 On behalf of the majority of the

         20  people that I represent in the 7th Councilmatic

         21  district, I will be voting yes.

         22                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         23  Member McMahon.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Thank you,

         25  Madam Public Advocate.

                                                            75

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2                 As nearly 300,000 Americans service

          3  men and women sit in the very real dangers of a

          4  theater of war, I do not believe that the City

          5  Council should be conducting national security

          6  policy.

          7                 The terrible murder of two

          8  detectives, Nemoron and Andrews, on the North Shore

          9  of Staten Island on Monday, was a painful reminder

         10  that there are men and women who are putting their

         11  lives on the line to protect us at home and abroad.

         12                 We must not and should not risk

         13  sending the wrong message, no matter what my

         14  personal beliefs may be to those men and women who

         15  wear an American uniform.

         16                 You can hear it in the debate this

         17  afternoon, my colleagues. We are not even sure what

         18  the message of this resolution is, but I am sure to

         19  the men and women who wear our uniform and coast to

         20  harm's way, they will see it as only one way. And

         21  the only message that this resolution should contain

         22  is this paragraph:

         23                 "Whereas: In the event that our armed

         24  forces are called into combat in Iraq, we recognize,

         25  honor and appreciate the commitment, service and
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          2  valor of our military personnel, and together with

          3  their families we fervently hope for their safe

          4  return."

          5                 That should be the message of this

          6  body, that should be the message of the people of

          7  the City of New York.

          8                 Thank you.

          9                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         10  Member Lopez.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: You said

         12  Council Member Lopez?

         13                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: I said

         14  Council Member Lopez.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: Oh, thank you.

         16                 I rise today to speak on this

         17  resolution. I am one of the original individuals who

         18  signed the original resolution that never saw the

         19  light in this body.

         20                 I am also sponsoring the resolution

         21  that is in front of all of you today, and I am

         22  sponsoring this resolution, because I have a

         23  principal to oppose dictators. I opposed Simosa when

         24  he was in Nicaragua, I opposed in Chili the horrible

         25  dictator that took the life of thousands of Chileans
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          2  I have taken the position over and over again, and

          3  today I am opposing the dictator in Iraq. But I also

          4  want to make clear that I am a US citizen, and as a

          5  US citizen, I am entitled and I have the obligation

          6  to question my government on issues of democratic,

          7  issues of justice and issues of fairness. That is an

          8  American.

          9                 I am questioning my government today

         10  in the decision to declare war to a country that

         11  have not harmed us. Every American have that

         12  obligation, it doesn't matter where they are. And I

         13  am standing here as an American, as a member of this

         14  body making very clear that declaring war to another

         15  nation, it is not the way to resolve the crisis that

         16  we have in this planet. It's through peace and

         17  through negotiations.

         18                 Life is too precious and we have the

         19  obligation to make sure that our childrens and the

         20  childrens of our sisters, whatever place they live

         21  and whatever ethnicity they have, they are not

         22  killed by a procedure that kill humanity.

         23                 I vote aye in the resolution.

         24                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         25  Member Clarke.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Thank you,

          3  Madam Public Advocate. Let me just say from the

          4  outset that I support this resolution.

          5                 In 1993 my father was in the World

          6  Trade Center when it was first bombed. He survived,

          7  but the trauma of the experience lived on. Despite

          8  and in light of this, given where we are today, both

          9  as the financial and media capital of the world, and

         10  we know that New York City is the number one

         11  terrorist target in the free world, it has been made

         12  clear that our City and our citizens have a

         13  terrorist bulls-eye on our backs.

         14                 As a nation we are still gripped by

         15  the fear of terrorism. Our first line of defense,

         16  our armed forces, not just our army, our Navy and

         17  our Air Force, but our local first line, police,

         18  fire and emergency medical services, must be taken

         19  care of first, before we go off to other nations to

         20  liberate their people. New York City is not prepared

         21  for the next terrorist attack, and if we're not safe

         22  on Wall Street, we're not safe on Main Street.

         23                 If we're going to be looking for a

         24  fight, let's fight poverty here in New York City.

         25  Let's fight firehouse closings here in New York
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          2  City. Let's fight racism and sexism. Mr. Bush, get

          3  your house in order before you go to burn down

          4  someone else's. Thank you.

          5                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          6  Member Katz.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: My colleagues,

          8  this is not about wanting or not wanting war. It's

          9  about making it clear to the rest of the world that

         10  no one has the right to tell the United States of

         11  America when it can or cannot defend itself. It's

         12  about having the freedom to make very difficult

         13  decisions about our security, when evidently some

         14  other countries are unwilling to do so.

         15                 It's about a country Iraq, who has

         16  time and time again been told to behave in a certain

         17  way in order to gain confidence of the rest of the

         18  world, and ladies and gentlemen, they have failed.

         19                 Iraq has been given chance after

         20  chance, eight inspections, 17 resolutions by the

         21  United Nations, 12 years to disarm, and have not

         22  done so. And now, and now other countries in the

         23  United Nations Security Council say that they will

         24  veto any attempt for us to protect ourselves. The

         25  outcome has obviously been pre-determined.
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          2                 And those who believe the United

          3  Nations has anything to do with bringing Iraq to the

          4  table, should really think again. Because make no

          5  mistake about it, Iraq is at the table because of

          6  the negotiating skills of the United Nations. They

          7  are at the table because the United States of

          8  America has put immense pressure on them to be

          9  there.

         10                 It is the strength of the United

         11  States, I believe, that has forced any progress. No

         12  one in this room, and none of our constituents, if

         13  given a choice, want war, but I cannot and I will

         14  not vote to tie the hands of the United States of

         15  America, and I certainly will not vote in order to

         16  put our destiny in the hands of the United Nations

         17  Security Council. I will be a no vote on this

         18  resolution.

         19                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         20  Member Stewart.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Thank you,

         22  Madam Public Advocate.

         23                 Mr. Speaker, I stand in support of

         24  this resolution. I believe example is the greatest

         25  teacher, and if our example is to go in and invade
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          2  another country, I see other countries doing that

          3  the same.

          4                 I stand in defense of the poor blacks

          5  and whites who joined the armed forces because of

          6  economic reasons. It is not about Saddam. I stand in

          7  defense of the ordinary people of Iraq who may not

          8  want to but is put in harm's way. I stand in defense

          9  of and the voice of the many diabetics, the AIDS

         10  victims, infant mortality victims, and homeless

         11  victims, a small fraction of the $200 billion that

         12  is being spent from this war can go a long way for

         13  these folks.

         14                 I say no to war. What happens to our

         15  good sense of reasoning? I think Martin Luther King

         16  said some time ago that the bombs that we dropped in

         17  Mid East or Middle East with one day or some day be

         18  exploding in our back yard. And I want you to think

         19  about that, Mr. Speaker. I stand in support of this

         20  Resolution.

         21                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         22  Member Sears.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Today I speak

         24  in opposition to Resolution 549-A. Three months ago

         25  I would have voted for this resolution, not because

                                                            82

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  the US should not use its military when called for,

          3  but because the case for war had not yet been made.

          4  I have discussed this issue with my colleagues fro

          5  and against in the past weeks. I have come to the

          6  conclusion that the case has been made that New York

          7  City, the world's premier international City is at

          8  great risk, contrary to what I hear in this Chamber.

          9                 Resolution 549-A makes a couple of

         10  points that I would like to quickly address, that

         11  the US not act unilaterally but seek coalition in

         12  the United Nations.

         13                 The US and the UN had been

         14  negotiating, I remind everybody, for 12 years.

         15  Twelve years, with Iraq under a cease fire agreement

         16  that required Iraq to disarm. That has not happened.

         17  These negotiations have shown Iraq to be a dishonest

         18  negotiating partner, and I don't know how anyone

         19  could deny that.

         20                 After 12 years, I have to tell you,

         21  our negotiating has become exhausted. It is a

         22  delicate balancing act that this country is

         23  performing when negotiating with countries in the

         24  United Nations and at the same time keeping the

         25  security of this country as a top priority.
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          2                 Did the US engage in Bosnia and

          3  Somalia with the UN's support? It did not. That

          4  continued inspections are the best way to deal with

          5  Iraq? Twelve years with inspectors and negotiations

          6  and the threat is greater. It has been 12 years of

          7  deceits, lies and camouflage. Saddam Hussein is an

          8  evil man.

          9                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         10  Member, could you --

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: I will sum up.

         12  I'm accepting the respect for others who went over

         13  their time. And I want a second more.

         14                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: You have

         15  already gone over your time.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: He harbors

         17  arsenals of chemical and biological weapons, he

         18  denied his nuclear development to the world, he

         19  gassed his own people.

         20                 I understand that the issue of war is

         21  divisive I understand and appreciate the arguments

         22  --

         23                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         24  Member, please. You've gone way over your time.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: -- Made by the
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          2  proposed war. However, I do not support this

          3  resolution, and I will vote no on 549-A.

          4                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you.

          5                 Council Member Stewart -- I'm sorry,

          6  Council Member Reed.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: Thank you, Madam

          8  Public Advocate.

          9                 It has always been a complication in

         10  this body as to whether we should be in dialogue

         11  about world issues, and I'm not surprised anymore

         12  that the folks who seem to be against the resolution

         13  somehow raise the issue of the legitimacy of our

         14  dialogue, and it always turns over when now there's

         15  a resolution that perhaps people are supportive of.

         16                 We are, whether we like it or not,

         17  and most of us do like it, in the capital of the

         18  world, and the challenge for us is to balance the

         19  democracy that our constituents ask for, as well as

         20  to be a representational body and an experiment that

         21  proves to the world that democracy works. And it is

         22  a challenge when we represent the diversity that we

         23  have in our districts to try to come forward and

         24  express the sentiment of our districts.

         25                 I'm proud today to have heard from my

                                                            85

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  colleagues so much of I think an articulate dialogue

          3  about where they stand.

          4                 Personally I do not feel that this is

          5  the right time for us to be killing other human

          6  beings. There is no question that Saddam Hussein

          7  needs to be removed from the public scene, but I

          8  question whether our country is the one that has the

          9  moral character to stand up and suggest that we

         10  should do it all alone.

         11                 Thank you. I vote aye on this

         12  resolution.

         13                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

         14  Council Member.

         15                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         16  Member Martinez.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Thank you,

         18  Madam Public Advocate.

         19                 I stand for peace, bass and imundo

         20  (phonetic) peace in the world. And some of my

         21  colleagues have expressed that we're out of place in

         22  this body to speak on this subject. Well, I say to

         23  that that I was elected to the New York City Council

         24  by US citizens, citizens of this great country,

         25  citizens that don't have the mechanism to voice
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          2  their opinion, citizens that rely on me as their

          3  representative to speak on their behalf, and

          4  citizens that have their children serving in the

          5  army. Because let's be clear, the army that we have

          6  is a working poor class army that represents many of

          7  our communities, and will be the ones in the front

          8  line. So, for that, I believe that we do have a

          9  place, and we do have the jurisdiction to send a

         10  message that the citizens of the United States, that

         11  the citizens of Washington Heights, the district

         12  that I represent, are against the war.

         13                 And I do believe that war is not

         14  going to lead to any resolution but more losses of

         15  life.

         16                 Just yesterday I had a mother come to

         17  my district office asking me to write a letter to

         18  the president and to my congressional

         19  representative, asking him to have her child brought

         20  back home because she's afraid to lose her child.

         21                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Could you

         22  sum up, Council member?

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: I believe

         24  that this City Council, and this resolution sends

         25  the right message, and the message is that we do
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          2  need to focus on local issues and not on war, that

          3  we do need to focus on the economy, that we need to

          4  focus on education, that we do need to focus on

          5  ensuring that we have security in our back yards.

          6                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Please sum

          7  up.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: But let me

          9  tell you something my colleagues -- summing up,

         10  Madam Public Advocate --

         11                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Please.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: We can't

         13  fight violent with violent. We're all hurting after

         14  September 11th. But that's not going to bring back

         15  the World Trade Center, that's not going to bring

         16  back the economy of the City of New York, we need to

         17  understand, and I want to applaud Council Member

         18  Jackson, Council Member Perkins, for their

         19  leadership, their commitment and their courage to

         20  saying no to war --

         21                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         22  Member.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: -- And I

         24  stand on that side, no to war and yes on the

         25  resolution.
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          2                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: I know that

          3  you feel very strongly, but there's a long way to go

          4  and we are trying to limit the talk, so please be as

          5  brief as you can be.

          6                 Council Member Gennaro.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Yes.

          8                 Thank you, Madam Public Advocate.

          9                 Council Member Martinez talked about

         10  sending the right message. Let's talk about the

         11  right message. Council Member Koppell told us to

         12  read the resolution. Let's see what it says here.

         13  "Resolution calling on the government of the United

         14  States to make all efforts to work through the

         15  United Nations Security Council in a manner that

         16  would reaffirm our nation's commitment to the rule

         17  of law and the primacy of human rights in our

         18  international relationships..." It sounds like a

         19  lecture to me. We're going to stand here today on

         20  the brink of war and lecture our government? We're

         21  talking about Saddam Hussein. Saddam Hussein, the

         22  bully of the world, and everything that he's done,

         23  all the people that he has gassed, all that he's

         24  killed, and we got a resolution here lecturing our

         25  government that we should be more compliant with
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          2  international relationship and the primacy of human

          3  rights. This is a lecture to our own country about

          4  what we should be doing -- shame on us.

          5                 Having said that. Having said that, I

          6  am sympathetic to those who want to stand against

          7  war. Nobody wants war. My wife was widowed at age

          8  25. My stepson lost the ability to have brothers and

          9  sisters of his own age and a dad. We've been touched

         10  by war but we are at war right now. We are at war

         11  right now and it's never going to end until -- and

         12  everybody wants to avoid war, everybody wants to

         13  disarm Saddam - he's got to disarm himself. We

         14  should have a resolution that says that Saddam

         15  disarms. We have to send the clearest, concise

         16  message to him that we possibly can that there is no

         17  more dancing, there is no more evading, and this

         18  resolution does not send that message. So, I'm

         19  sympathetic. Nobody wants war.

         20                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Please sum

         21  up.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: And the 32

         23  sponsors of this all want peace, I congratulate you

         24  for your sentiments, and I'm sympathetic to you.

         25  Everyone has their own path to peace.
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          2                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Please,

          3  Council Member.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: I don't think

          5  this resolution sends that message, and I will be

          6  voting no and I urge a no vote. Thank you very much.

          7                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          8  Member DeBlasio.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER DeBLASIO: Thank you. I

         10  want to thank the Speaker Bill Perkins, as well as

         11  Jose Serrano and Gale Brewer for their intense

         12  efforts on this very, very difficult issue.

         13                 My father was a Captain in the United

         14  States Army, and was grievously wounded during the

         15  Battle of Okinawa, and I remember his stories very

         16  well, and I know in my heart that war must always,

         17  always be the last resort.

         18                 The clear majority of my district,

         19  like the clear majority of Americans, agrees with

         20  the principles of this resolution. Let the

         21  inspectors have enough time to do their work, disarm

         22  Iraq without unduly risking the lives of young

         23  Americans in uniform, and work with all our allies,

         24  not against them, or we will never achieve the goals

         25  of lasting peace and democracy.
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          2                 This resolution is clearly about

          3  disarmament, about the best way to take the weapons

          4  out of Saddam's hands and foster peace.

          5                 I urge your support for this

          6  resolution. Thank you.

          7                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          8  Member Vallone.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: How quickly

         10  we have forgotten the heroes of 9/11. Three-thousand

         11  lives, firefighters, police officers, mothers,

         12  fathers, blocks from where we debate whether we have

         13  the ability to defend ourselves from terrorists,

         14  from where we debate the financial costs of a war.

         15                 What is the cost of 3,000 lives? In

         16  the next attack when we lose 10,000 people? Will

         17  that justify the cost?

         18                 My colleagues, New York City was

         19  attacked by terrorists. Saddam Hussein supports

         20  terrorists.  He is a terrorist. He has weapons of

         21  mass destruction, he has used them on his own

         22  people. The risks of an action are too great. If we

         23  don't disarm Saddam now, we won't have enough

         24  streets to name after the victims. I vote no.

         25                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council
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          2  Member Davis.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER DAVIS: Thank you,

          4  Madam Public Advocate.

          5                 This is about timing. You should

          6  never use deadly physical force unless you use and

          7  exhausted all possible measures. A police officer,

          8  you say don't shoot until you have resolved, you try

          9  to use your night stick, you try to use your Mace,

         10  but that's imminent danger, so when there comes a

         11  time you meet imminent danger, imminent force with

         12  imminent force, deadly physical force.

         13                 My father fought in World War II, my

         14  grandfather fought in World War I, I ran around on

         15  the streets trying to fight against criminals. But

         16  if Saddam Hussein was bringing about violence to us

         17  at this present time right now, then we should take

         18  them out. No problem. But this is too early. We're

         19  rushing too quick, we're moving too fast. And

         20  because you have to use all diplomatic measures

         21  first.

         22                 I have no problem with taking them

         23  out, if necessary, but we're moving too fast. They

         24  say this is not an issue in the City Council, this

         25  is a federal issue. This is an issue of life and
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          2  death. This is an issue to preserve rights. This is

          3  an issue to preserve happiness. This is an issue to

          4  preserve liberty.

          5                 We cannot move in violence and take

          6  people's lives too soon, recklessly. We must think

          7  before we act so that we cannot be second guessed.

          8  Life is too short. We don't get a second chance to

          9  go back.

         10                 So, before we act, let's stop, let's

         11  think, and it's too soon. It's too soon, City

         12  Council. It's too soon. Vote along with me, yes, on

         13  this resolution.

         14                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         15  Member Quinn.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: Thank you.

         17                 I rise to support this resolution to

         18  applaud the work of my colleagues, Council Member

         19  Brewer, Council Member Serrano, Council Member

         20  Perkins, in working very hard to come up with a

         21  resolution that sends the collective opinion of the

         22  majority of this body.

         23                 And, most importantly I rise to urge

         24  my colleagues to support this resolution and in

         25  doing that send a message that we need to give time
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          2  to the inspectors to do their job, that we need to

          3  send support to the United Nations, and more time to

          4  do their job, that we need to send a message that

          5  the case has not yet been made clearly or strongly

          6  enough that this is the right time to go to war. I

          7  believe this resolution sends a clear message that

          8  what we need is to support the work of the

          9  inspectors in the United Nations and that it is not

         10  the time today to go to war.

         11                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         12  Member Nelson.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Thank you. I

         14  couldn't help but think that if Saddam is home

         15  tonight watching CNN, he'll enjoy at least part of

         16  this meeting today.

         17                 If this was about oil, why the hell

         18  didn't we take over the oil fields when we were

         19  there the first time 12 years ago?

         20                 I'm a Vietnam veteran, so it's a

         21  totally different situation, however, I do remember

         22  the undermining of the morale. I recall, back then

         23  though.

         24                 We have a right to voice our opinions

         25  about war, but not really have firsthand military
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          2  intelligence information. I like to see this issue

          3  resolved by Saddam giving up power, but if he

          4  doesn't, I'm more worried about the 9/11 terrorists

          5  that he might be supplying with weaponry,

          6  biological, chemical, nuclear, for future 9/11

          7  attacks.

          8                 I'm against war whenever possible.

          9  I'm afraid, though, avoidance may be impossible, as

         10  long as Saddam Hussein is in Iraq, while he rules

         11  Iraq, because he'll never stop being Saddam Hussein.

         12  Therefore the US may suffer more Trade Centers, more

         13  violence, and perhaps worse.

         14                 The song, "War, what is it good for?"

         15  Is sometimes absolutely incorrect. There might still

         16  be slavery in this country if there wasn't the Civil

         17  War.  There would only be blond, blue-eyed people

         18  walking around here today, non-invalids, if we

         19  didn't go to war against Hitler, the World War II.

         20                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         21  Member, could you sum up, please?

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Sure.

         23                 Appeases cost more lives sometimes

         24  than those with courage to save lives. Have we

         25  learned nothing from history? Nevil Chamberlain,
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          2  Churchill, you choose which one. Thank you.

          3                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

          4  Council Member.

          5                 Council Member Espada.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER ESPADA: Madam Public

          7  Advocate, I am extremely proud to rise in this, my

          8  first opportunity to address this esteemed body, and

          9  to speak on behalf of the people that I consulted

         10  before voting on this resolution. They include the

         11  very sons and daughters of the people who are

         12  surrounding Iraq as we speak. They include the

         13  victims of the 9/11 tragedy, the most violent

         14  terrorist attack in the history of this great

         15  nation.

         16                 I am very, very proud today to

         17  unequivocally, unequivocally support 549-A.

         18                 This resolution expresses a spirit

         19  and a respect for process, for ruling and deciding

         20  without benefit of partisanship or political

         21  consideration. It is imperative that we allow the

         22  UN, the inspectors to do their job.

         23                 As they do their job, they are not

         24  doing nothing, they are acting diplomatically, they

         25  are acting in the best hopes of preserving peace.
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          2                 Madam Chair, war is an acknowledgment

          3  of failure. We teach our kids that. We acknowledge

          4  that all the time when we worship on Saturdays,

          5  Sundays, when we pray. War is an acknowledgment of

          6  failure.

          7                 Those 250,000 troops, the very future

          8  of our communities want us to pause. They do not

          9  turn this debate, in terms of republican independent

         10  or democratic labels, they see an opportunity for

         11  peace, they expect the international city New York

         12  to take pause because it is right for us to pass

         13  judgment on this historic event.

         14                 I vote aye on this resolution. Thank

         15  you.

         16                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         17  Member Gerson.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Madam

         19  Advocate, my fellow colleagues, we have all lived

         20  through the tragedy of 9/11 which has affected our

         21  City in my district in particular.

         22                 This history I believe imposes on

         23  this body a high moral obligation to speak out, to

         24  speak out with two statements which this resolution

         25  clearly expresses essentially. We, of all cities,
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          2  must uphold the preciousness and the sanctity of

          3  human life by making it clear that war and violence

          4  must always be a last resort, by pushing our federal

          5  government to pursue all other possible means and to

          6  leave no effort unexhausted to avoid war, to achieve

          7  our aim, our legitimate aim, without preemptive

          8  strike.

          9                 We of all cities must also uphold the

         10  fight against the evil of terror and dictatorship,

         11  which this regime of Saddam Hussein represents and

         12  manifests. The last resolution of this, the last

         13  resolve clause of this resolution makes it clear

         14  that we leave open the option of a preemptive strike

         15  by this country as a last resort if all else fails

         16  and only then.

         17                 I will sum up, Madam Chair, by

         18  pointing out, in a previous life I was called to

         19  duty as a member of the United States Army Reserve

         20  during Operation Desert Shield.

         21                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Please sum

         22  up.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Not as a

         24  grunt, I claim to be no hero, but as a lawyer in the

         25  JAG Corps, and one of our missions was to give
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          2  wills, last wills and testaments to 18, 19 year

          3  olds, who were facing the prospect of combat. We owe

          4  it, and I owe it to them to make this statement

          5  clearly, that war must be a last resort, and we must

          6  try every other effort, and we still must do so.

          7                 Thank you, Madam Advocate.

          8                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          9  Member Provenzano.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: Thank you.

         11                 First, let me make it very clear that

         12  I am against war, as is anyone of sound mind. But I

         13  am strongly opposed to Reso 549-A. If I wanted to

         14  advise the President of the United States, I would

         15  have run for Congress. But having been put in a

         16  position to comment on this, I feel that we, the New

         17  York City Council, as a body, should not and are not

         18  in the business of deciding if this country should

         19  go to war.

         20                 But we are the City where war came to

         21  us without declaration on September 11th, 2001. The

         22  decision was made for us, was made on that day,

         23  unless we as a nation stand together united to end

         24  this war then shame on us.

         25                 This resolution sends the wrong
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          2  message to our men and women who stand ready as we

          3  speak to defend our country.

          4                 Instead we need to let them know they

          5  have our prayers, and our respect. God bless them,

          6  and God speed.

          7                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

          8  Council Member.

          9                 Council Member Gioia.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: Thank you,

         11  Madam Public Advocate.

         12                 As of yesterday, 176,553 Americans

         13  have been called to duty from our military reserve

         14  and National Guard. In the event of war, I'm sure

         15  that many more will join them. These brave men and

         16  women are volunteers, who are risk their lives for

         17  liberty, for justice, for democracy, for the very

         18  values that I hope everyone in this room holds dear.

         19  Many of them are people we know. In my neighborhood

         20  it's George Mattis in Sunnyside, it's Marisa Paste

         21  from Woodside, it's Brian Shea from Long Island

         22  City, and as divergent the views you hear today are,

         23  I think that the one thing all of us can agree on is

         24  that each one of these people are heroes

         25  individually and collectively. They are voluntarily
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          2  risking their lives to allow us to have this debate.

          3  And it truly is I think a measure of our great

          4  democracy that we can freely and openly debate the

          5  merits of war, both in our legislative body and in

          6  our streets and our public squares. I want to

          7  commend Speaker Miller, Chairman Serrano and Council

          8  Member Perkins for trying to build a consensus on

          9  this issue.

         10                 Two weeks ago I would not support

         11  this resolution because I believe Saddam Hussein

         12  must go. I believe he's a threat to our neighbors, a

         13  threat to his people, and I think his very regime

         14  calls into question the values that America supports

         15  around the world.

         16                 I also don't believe that the United

         17  States of America can tie its hands by the United

         18  Nations or for anyone around the world.

         19                 I believe the United States must

         20  reserve the right to act unilaterally when there's a

         21  moral imperative. It should not just define its

         22  interest militarily, it must keep human rights in

         23  mind. That being said, I support this resolution

         24  because I believe that war must be the last resort.

         25  I am not convinced today that we have done all we
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          2  can, and the United States will be better served to

          3  act multilaterally for as long as possible. Thank

          4  you.

          5                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

          6  Council member.

          7                 Council Member Comrie.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Thank you,

          9  Madam Public Advocate.

         10                 I rise this afternoon to speak in

         11  support of Resolution 549-A. I would like to commend

         12  the Speaker, Chairman Serrano and Council Members

         13  Perkins and Gale Brewer for their efforts in

         14  bringing to our body today.

         15                 It has not been an easy road for

         16  them, it has not been an easy road for all of us.

         17                 I have been one of the members that

         18  has said that we need to focus on the economy and

         19  focus the President on the economy.

         20                 I feel that the President has told

         21  our country that we should focus on a war in order

         22  to avoid a conversation about the economy. In order

         23  to avoid the reality that we are in a depression,

         24  and he is wanting to do absolutely about it.

         25                 I believe that this President is
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          2  trying to force us into a situation where we can

          3  utilize war or show that we are stronger than any

          4  country in the world.

          5                 The dropped the mother of all bombs

          6  in Florida yesterday. It will only take the United

          7  States, if they make up their mind, an hour to get

          8  rid of the problem in Iraq, if they choose to do so,

          9  once they have the clear authority, once they prove

         10  to the world that there is no doubt that Saddam

         11  Hussein must be taken out in that manner.

         12                 There is no doubt that Saddam Hussein

         13  is not a person that we want to embrace, there's no

         14  doubt that he is a terrorist and has supported

         15  terrorist causes, but there is also no doubt that we

         16  can make this body and we can make the entire world

         17  know what our intentions are by proving them without

         18  a shadow of a doubt. It is not necessary to put our

         19  children in harm's way until we have that shadow of

         20  a doubt made clear to the entire world.

         21                 I urge our members to support this

         22  Resolution.

         23                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

         24  Council member.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Thank you.
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          2                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          3  Member Felder.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Thank you,

          5  Madam Public Advocate.

          6                 I have been consistently opposed to

          7  any resolution dealing with international issues,

          8  and to my colleague, Councilman Reed, I think many

          9  of us have felt that way on all issues, I don't care

         10  what it is. And I still think it's bizarre and

         11  absurd for us to spend so much time on issues that

         12  don't affect the City of New York directly.

         13                 I disagree with the anti-war movement

         14  and I support President Bush's war on terrorism.

         15                 Some say too fast, too quick? Like a

         16  turtle, that's how fast we're moving. Many

         17  protestors are sincere and passionate about their

         18  feelings, and that's why we live in this wonderful

         19  democracy so that we can express our feelings, and

         20  my remarks are not aimed at any of my colleagues.

         21                 However, I am incensed about the vile

         22  and despicable anti-Semitism that has crept into

         23  this debate. When a Congressman talks about the

         24  Jewish community pushing this war, or listening to

         25  one of the hearings somebody saying "no blood for

                                                            105

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  Israel," Europe's blood rivals past and present are

          3  now starting to rear their heads on our shores, its

          4  ugly head on our shores. So, I'm not talking about

          5  anyone here but I think this dangerous display of

          6  hate is unconscionable.

          7                 I must end now. You can tell me to

          8  stop and then give me another ten seconds.

          9                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: That's what

         10  I've done with everyone.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: The City

         12  Council must rise up and say no to anti-Semitism in

         13  its ugliest form. I'm a proud American and I am a

         14  proud Jew, and if you don't like it, too bad.

         15                 .

         16                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

         17  Council Member.

         18                 Council Member Seabrook.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Thank you,

         20  Madam President.

         21                 I, too, am against anti-Semitism. And

         22  by the way, I think that what we have to look at,

         23  this Council is here to serve the people and to do

         24  the people's business, so we have a right because,

         25  hell, it's our money too, and when you spend a
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          2  trillion dollars, you've got to say so. So,

          3  therefore, I think it's important that we understand

          4  that we have a war that we should all be enlisted in

          5  now and that's the war on poverty here in America.

          6  That's the war that we should be fighting right now

          7  to deal with AIDS in our community that's decimating

          8  our community. That's a serious war that we need to

          9  be fighting now.

         10                 Everybody has been raising the issue

         11  about 9/11. Well, I want you to know that we should

         12  be turning those tents in a different direction, not

         13  at Iraq, but at Saudi Arabia, because that's where

         14  bin Laden came from, that's where the terrorists

         15  came from. We should be turning those guns at the

         16  folks at which they were citizens of Saudi Arabia.

         17  So, we're fighting the wrong battle. And remember,

         18  Saddam Hussein is a product of the American

         19  government. So, we need to be very clear about who

         20  we are fighting and what we are fighting for, and,

         21  of course, if we really believe in supporting our

         22  troops, then why do we have so many homeless victims

         23  out there on the street? Why do we have so many of

         24  them in jail?

         25                 So, the issue is the war on poverty,
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          2  let's support the troops who fought for us that we

          3  forgot about them a long time ago. And I, too, stand

          4  in support of this Resolution because this is the

          5  Council's finest moment, because we, too, are

          6  American.

          7                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

          8  Council member.

          9                 Council Member Gallagher.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Thank you,

         11  Madam Public Advocate.

         12                 My colleague Council Member Peter

         13  Vallone said it best. How quickly we forget. I'm

         14  glad City Hall is 12 blocks away from the site of

         15  the World Trade Center. If it were any further, I

         16  can't imagine how quickly we would have forgotten.

         17                 There are evil forces at work in this

         18  world. We saw them on September 11th. Those evil

         19  forces seek to destroy all that is good and decent.

         20  They seek to destroy the United States, because we

         21  are the beacon for freedom and democracy.

         22                 These forces of evil do not rest,

         23  they strike at night and from behind mask.

         24                 We can't know when the next attack

         25  will come or who will be behind it. It is our
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          2  government's solemn obligation above all else to

          3  protect us from these dangers. And make no doubt

          4  about it, Saddam Hussein is dangerous to the United

          5  States and to the free world.

          6                 He has thousands of tons of

          7  biological and chemical weapons. If he's willing to

          8  use those weapons on his own people, what do you

          9  think he'd be willing to do to you or I?

         10                 My friends, a storm is brewing, and

         11  our Commander in Chief is going to put down that

         12  threat. And he, and the brave patriots on the

         13  battlefield deserve our unwaivering support.

         14                 My colleagues, unless you've been

         15  personally briefed by Colon Powell or Condalisa

         16  Rice, or you recently had a meeting with the United

         17  Weapon Inspection Team, don't pass judgment. Leave

         18  these decisions to the duly elected representatives

         19  on the federal level. I urge, surely urge a no vote.

         20  Thank you.

         21                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

         22  Council Member.

         23                 Council Member Vann.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Thank you, Madam

         25  Public Advocate. I, too, served my country during
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          2  the Korean war in the United States Marine Corps, so

          3  be it. During the course of time that I have been in

          4  the Legislature in the City Council, I have been

          5  unenthusiastic about a lot of resolutions that tend

          6  to pass every Stated Meeting.

          7                 Now, we don't sit in the Oval Office,

          8  but we demoralize the President to do and not to do.

          9  We don't sit in the Congress but we appeal to the

         10  Congress to do and not to do. We're not the

         11  Governor, we're not in the Legislature, but we

         12  admonish and we appeal to the State to pass a bill

         13  and not to pass the bill, because we think it's in

         14  the interest of the people that we represent in this

         15  City.

         16                 So, we should not be here for

         17  critical. When there is an issue of such great

         18  import, and impact on the people of this City, State

         19  and Nation, it is not our responsibility, it is our

         20  duty to express the collective will of the people of

         21  the City of New York through their elected officials

         22  of whom we are.

         23                 It is our responsibility and our duty

         24  to do that. I'm proud of this Council, that we

         25  debated the issue, proud of us, and I'll be even
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          2  more proud when we cast our vote supporting this

          3  resolution because war should be the last resort.

          4                 Thank you.

          5                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

          6  Council member.

          7                 Council Member Lanza.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER LANZA: Thank you,

          9  Madam Public Advocate. I rise simply to say this:

         10  Thank God that the constitution of the United States

         11  does not convey the authority with respect to the

         12  safety and security of this great nation, to the UN

         13  does not convey it, to France, and after what I've

         14  heard today, sadly, that it does not convey that

         15  authority to the New York City Council. And for

         16  those who would talk about the economic costs of

         17  war, I suggest that you take a walk down the street

         18  and take a long, hard look at that gaping hole in

         19  the ground, at that gaping hole in our lives, and

         20  look at the cost of doing nothing.

         21                 I urge you to vote, as I will, and

         22  that is noted to this resolution.

         23                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         24  Member Gonzalez.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER GONZALEZ: Thank you,
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          2  Madam Advocate.

          3                 I just want to say that along with

          4  all my colleagues that are supporting this

          5  resolution, I, too, am I supporting it. But I just

          6  want to share that in 1962 I was a very young girl,

          7  and during the Cuban Missile crises my dad was in

          8  the Black Sea in a blockade. He was in danger and I

          9  was a child, and I remember that the eminent threat

         10  of war, and I also remember John F. Kennedy's words,

         11  "any threat to the western hemisphere is a

         12  declaration of war." And it was very scary. The

         13  trickling affect of war affects our children, and

         14  for the children of our Nation, the children of our

         15  City, I stand today and I support this resolution.

         16                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: And Speaker

         17  Miller.

         18                 SPEAKER MILLER: My friends and

         19  colleagues, the discussion over how to proceed with

         20  Iraq does not rest with distant world leaders alone.

         21  It is a debate that has been engaged in every corner

         22  of public life. It has earned the place in classroom

         23  discussion, in rallies on our streets, and, yes, in

         24  the halls of local government.

         25                 Today members of the City Council
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          2  consider a resolution that calls on the United

          3  States government to respond to the crisis by

          4  continuing to work with the United Nations in its

          5  efforts to disarm Iraq as far as possible.

          6                 I believe that Saddam Hussein is not

          7  only a danger to his own people but to all the

          8  people of the world. He has consistently flouted US

          9  resolutions calling for disarmament, he has sought

         10  to accumulate weapons of mass destruction and his

         11  perilous efforts must be stopped.

         12                 But while the Bush Administration has

         13  done a commendable job of focusing world attention

         14  on Iraq, to my mind it has so far failed to

         15  effectively make a case for war to our country and

         16  to our allies across the world. I will not surrender

         17  to any country or to anyone outside of this country

         18  our right to determine our own foreign policy, but

         19  neither will I surrender my responsibility as an

         20  American citizen and an elected official to speak

         21  out about what I think is the right conduct for our

         22  country, and I certainly won't surrender my

         23  responsibility to think strategically about this

         24  subject.

         25                 To my mind, the evidence of an
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          2  imminence of danger by Iraq has not been made, and

          3  when we consider that Saddam Hussein is not the only

          4  threat in this world, is not the only part of

          5  terrorism that we have to combat, it only makes

          6  sense to make every conceivable effort to develop an

          7  international coalition to fight not only him and

          8  his efforts to threaten our people and people across

          9  the world, but terrorists in other countries and

         10  other parts of this world.

         11                 We, in New York, perhaps know better

         12  than anyone else that we are not an island, we do

         13  not exist in a vacuum, and we must protect our

         14  citizens in whatever way is possible, and we will

         15  protect them better if we can work with our

         16  countries to do so.

         17                 The recent arrest in Pakistan drives

         18  home just how clearly it is necessary for us to have

         19  the cooperation of every government in this world to

         20  protect our people here at home. The truth is, we

         21  don't need allies to win a war, we need allies to

         22  win peace, and we must make every single effort to

         23  develop those allies and that's what this resolution

         24  says.

         25                 I want to close by drawing attention
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          2  to my colleagues, citizens of this City, of this

          3  country and the world, that there is a portion of

          4  this resolution that not only all the people who are

          5  sponsors of this resolution, but I think I can speak

          6  on behalf of all those who oppose it, which says

          7  that we, this resolution maintains and expresses the

          8  City Council's strong and unwaivering support for

          9  our nation's troops.

         10                 We understand that these men and

         11  women may be in harm's way, that they are courageous

         12  and that they are dedicated to our country. Our

         13  thoughts and our prayers are with them each day, and

         14  we pray for their speedy and safe return.

         15                 I congratulate my colleagues on a

         16  very thoughtful and reasoned debate and I have

         17  nothing left to say on this subject. I think that

         18  was a minute and a half.

         19                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Then we can

         20  close the discussion and move onto the voice vote.

         21                 All in favor say yea?

         22                 Opposed?

         23                 Anybody who wants to record their nay

         24  vote come up to the desk.

         25                 SPEAKER MILLER: Are you going to
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          2  announce the result of the vote, Public Advocate?

          3                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Reso is

          4  adopted.

          5                 General Discussion.

          6                 Anybody for General Discussion?

          7  Council Member Jackson.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Thank you,

          9  Madam Public Advocate.

         10                 I rise about the Intro. No. 388. This

         11  is a local law in relation to amending the

         12  Administrative Code of the City of New York in order

         13  to eradicate forest insects and forest trees

         14  diseases.

         15                 At the Parks Committee that was

         16  chaired by Council Member Addabbo, the Commissioner

         17  of Parks and other representatives came to us and

         18  indicated the Asian Beetle is destroying hundreds

         19  and hundreds of trees throughout New York City. And

         20  it has already cost us millions and millions of

         21  dollars, and so this Intro. That was introduced by

         22  my colleague, Joseph Addabbo, will allow us through

         23  the Parks Commission and other agencies to go into

         24  private property where the property owners have

         25  failed to cooperate with us inspecting those trees,
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          2  and where necessary, take the appropriate action to

          3  cut them down.

          4                 So, I urge all my colleagues,

          5  especially in the Boroughs of Brooklyn and Queens

          6  where the disease is most heavily populated as far

          7  as the trees to support this Intro introduced by my

          8  colleague Joseph Addabbo. Thank you.

          9                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         10  Member Gerson.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Yes, Madam

         12  Public Advocate, just very briefly, I feel compelled

         13  to just take exception to the remarks by a colleague

         14  for whom I have nothing but the highest of personal

         15  esteem, but with the reference to a single ally, and

         16  also to follow up and endorse the remarks by Simcha

         17  Felder pointing out the danger of the interjection

         18  of anti-Semitism and bigotry in the discussion that

         19  we are having on international affairs. I just want

         20  to make the statement that we all know historically

         21  times of international crisis too often provide

         22  occasion for demagoguery involving scapegoating of

         23  particular communities and individuals, and we as a

         24  Council, let's make it clear that in the debate

         25  ensuing on Iraq, we must not allow that to happen
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          2  with respect to anti-Semitism or any other form of

          3  singling out any groups or bigotry, and I'll call

          4  upon my colleagues to join me in those sentiments in

          5  the days ahead.

          6                 Thank you.

          7                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          8  Member Miller. Speaker Miller, excuse me.

          9                 SPEAKER MILLER: I just want to bring

         10  to the attention of my colleagues on a prosaic and

         11  much less meaningful but still important note that

         12  today is Council Member Andrew Lanza's birthday.

         13                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Nobody else

         14  wants to talk? We're going to adjourn the meeting.

         15                 (Hearing concluded at 3:50 p.m.)
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