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          2                 SPEAKER MILLER: We're going to start

          3  with Council Member McMahon, who has the Wagner

          4  College Seahawks Men's Basketball Team.

          5                 Councilman McMahon, if they could

          6  come forward. Come on out. We wanted to do the tall

          7  guys first so that everyone else could see.

          8                 Coach Dereck Whittenburg is here.

          9  Councilman McMahon, why don't you introduce

         10  everybody and then we'll have the Clerk read the

         11  proclamation.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Thank you,

         13  Mr. Speaker.

         14                 I want to introduce to everyone this

         15  year's Wagner College Seahawks Men's Basketball

         16  Team, which as we all know won the NEC, Northeast

         17  Division Championship, and they were the first

         18  Wagner College Team to go to the NCAA Big 64,

         19  whatever you call it.

         20                 SPEAKER MILLER: March Man.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: March Man.

         22  Thank you, Mr. Speaker. That's why you're the

         23  Speaker.

         24                 And I just want to say their coach is

         25  Coach Dereck Whittenburg, who is here, and he is

                                                            5

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  joined by Walt Hameline, who is the Athletic

          3  Director at Wagner College, if they want to come

          4  over as well, as well as his other coaches, and the

          5  team.

          6                 And I just want to say, Mr. Speaker,

          7  that in these very difficult times that we have with

          8  a war overseas and national recession and budget

          9  times, for the people of New York City, especially

         10  for the people of Staten Island, we were given a

         11  real treat this past month, when these underdogs,

         12  really never expected and never before has a team

         13  from Wagner College made it to the March Madness,

         14  and they were the smallest school to make it to the

         15  big dance, and they did it under the leadership of

         16  Coach Whittenburg who, and Mr. Speaker, Coach

         17  Whittenburg played for the NC State under Jim

         18  Velvano and he made the pass that led to the score

         19  that NC State won their championship in 1983. Twenty

         20  years ago. And Coach Whittenburg has brought to

         21  Wagner College a spirit of winning, but also turning

         22  these fine young men into the fine adults that they

         23  are going to grow into and on behalf of the people

         24  of the North Shore of Staten Island, I don't know if

         25  my colleagues Andy Lanza and Jimmy Oddo are here,
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          2  but it is a great pleasure to bring them to the City

          3  Council to honor their achievement on behalf of the

          4  people of Staten Island and the City and we thank

          5  you for having us.

          6                 SPEAKER MILLER: If the clerk could

          7  read the proclamation.

          8                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: The Council, City

          9  of New York, Proclamation.

         10                 Whereas: The Council of the Ciuty of

         11  New York is pleased and proud to honor the Wagner

         12  College Seahawks Men's Basketball Team; and

         13                 Whereas: The Wagner College Seahawks

         14  with a 21- 10 season record are the 2003 Northeast

         15  Division Champions (NEC); and

         16                 Whereas: Wagner College captured its

         17  900th all time win in the NEC Championship Game

         18  versus St. Francis (NY) on March 12, 2003; and

         19                 Whereas: The Wagner College Seahawks

         20  entered the NCAA Division I Tournament for the first

         21  time in its 27 years of Division I basketball, and

         22  first time since joining the Northeast Conference

         23  (NEC) 22 years ago; and

         24                 Whereas: Under the leadership and

         25  gidance of Dr. Richard Guarasci, President, Wagner
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          2  College is the smallest but proudest school in the

          3  tournament with 1,750 undergraduates; and

          4                 Whereas: Wagner Head Coach Dereck

          5  Whiteenburg is the only coach in the NCAA Tournament

          6  to have a National Championship in Division I as a

          7  player and was named Northeast Division (NEC) 2003

          8  Coach of the Year; and

          9                 Whereas: Jermaine Hall, Nigel Wyatte,

         10  Dedrick Dye, Courtney Pritchard, Teoine Carroll,

         11  DeEarnest McLemore, Matt Vitale, Corey McCrae, Jason

         12  Allen, Kevin Martin, Sean Munson and Doug Viegas,

         13  Coach Dereck Whittenburg, Assistant Coaches Jim

         14  Meil, Alex Groothuis, Martin Ingelsby, Trainer Julie

         15  Macmillan, Athletic Director Walt Hameline, Sports

         16  Information Director Bob Ballard have made history

         17  and have made Wagner College and the community of

         18  Staten Island proud; now, therefore

         19                 Be It Known: That the City Council of

         20  New York honors and congratulates the WAGNER COLLEGE

         21  SEAHAWKS MEN'S BASKETBALL TEAM 2003 NORTHEAST

         22  DIVISION CHAMPIONS

         23                 Signed this 9th day of April in the

         24  year Two Thousand and Three, Gifford Miller, Speaker

         25  for the Entire Council; Michael E. McMahon, Council
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          2  Member, 49th District, Staten Island; James S. Oddo,

          3  Council Member, 50th District, Staten Island; Andrew

          4  J. Lanza, Council Member, 51st District, Staten

          5  Island.

          6                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coach, team, we're

          7  all very proud of you. Thank you for what you

          8  accomplished on behalf of our City.

          9                 Coach, do you want to say a few

         10  words?

         11                 COACH WHITTENBURG: Yes. We're all

         12  thankful that we were invited down to City Hall, and

         13  thanks to Michael McMahon who has been supportive to

         14  me ever since I came to Staten Island. Nobody

         15  thought we could do it. But I also want to say that

         16  you're looking at a team here that have a 2.7 GPA,

         17  we had six guys on the Dean's list and we have an

         18  academic all American, so we pride ourselves to be a

         19  good basketball team, and we pride ourselves to be

         20  good young men and represent our school and our

         21  community with a lot of pride and we want to be good

         22  students as well. So, thanks a lot for having us.

         23                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you all for

         24  being here. It's a great privilege for us.

         25  Congratulations.
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          2                 If Council Member Weprin could come

          3  forward we have a quick -- Council Member Weprin, I

          4  know you have a number of very special guests that

          5  are here with us, if you would like to introduce

          6  them.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Yes, I would.

          8                 We're here to honor today Jagir Singh

          9  Bains for his distinguished service for a long

         10  distinguished career in the postal service with the

         11  highest honors and he's really an American success

         12  story. He came to this country from India 29 years

         13  ago, and has risen in the postal service to the

         14  highest ranks and he's been very active in the Sikh

         15  community in Queens and throughout the City, and

         16  he's been an outstanding leader and I'm proud to say

         17  that he is the first South Asian member of Community

         18  Board 8 and I had the distinction of appointing him

         19  to that position, the first Sikh ever to hold a

         20  position and one of the first South Asians, the

         21  first South Asian on Community Board 8, and we're

         22  proud to honor him today. And with him are other

         23  leaders in the Sikh community. We have Balbabar

         24  Singh, head of the Singh Sab of New York City,

         25  Gorbash Sandu, head of the Association of Sikhs of
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          2  America, an indigent Sikh from the Sikh Association

          3  of North America.

          4                 SPEAKER MILLER: If the Clerk could

          5  read the proclamation.

          6                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: The Council, City

          7  of New York, Proclamation.

          8                 The Council of the City of New York

          9  is pleased and proud to join with the friends,

         10  colleagues and family members of Jagir Singh Bains

         11  as they gather this day in the Chambers of the City

         12  Council of New York to extend to him their great

         13  respect and acknowledgment of all he has achieved

         14  and rendered unto the community; and

         15                 Whereas: We are a City made strong by

         16  the efforts of individuals who give exemplary

         17  service to the community in whatever part of the

         18  world in which they may find themselves, whether

         19  through participation in volunteer programs, through

         20  unique personal achievement in professional or other

         21  endeavors, or through a lifetime of good citizenry;

         22  and

         23                 Whereas: Jagir Singh Bains before

         24  becoming a citizen of the United States more than a

         25  quarter century ago established a record of civic
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          2  pride, communal leadership and technical prowess

          3  where for 20 years he served in the army of India's

          4  Corp of Electrical and Mechanical Engineers as a

          5  junior commissioned officer and as a staff sergeant

          6  in the Zambian army from 1969 through 1974; and

          7                 Whereas: Beginning a career as a

          8  dedicated employee of the United States Postal

          9  Service in 1977, Jagir Singh Bains has these many

         10  years through dint of personality and perseverance

         11  risen to a variety of leadership positions in that

         12  he now occupies the vital position of Supervisor of

         13  Vehicle Supplies for the Triborough District of the

         14  postal service and has received great recognition

         15  for his unique accomplishments by the United States

         16  Postal Service as Winner of the Vice President Eagle

         17  Award (2000), Supervisor of the Year Award (2001)

         18  and Most Valuable Person Award of the Triboro

         19  District (2002); and

         20                 Whereas: Endowed by his family and

         21  culture with a compassionate and compelling

         22  dedication to community service and culture, Jagir

         23  Singh Bains has served with great effectiveness as

         24  Vice President of the Board of Trustees of the Sikh

         25  Cultural Society, Inc. and enhanced his community of
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          2  almost three decades as Recording Secretary of the

          3  Community Council of the 102 Police Precinct and

          4  Member of the Board of Community Board 8 in the

          5  Borough of Queens; and, therefore

          6                 Be It Known: That the Council of the

          7  City of New York most gratefully honors JAGIR SINGH

          8  BAINS for his sterling contribution to the City of

          9  New York and joins with his celebrating the good

         10  will and professionalism he has generated these many

         11  years.

         12                 Signed this 9th day of March in the

         13  year Two Thousand and Three, Gifford Miller, Speaker

         14  for the Entire Council; David I. Weprin, Council

         15  Member, 23rd District, Queens.

         16                 SPEAKER MILLER: We are honored by

         17  your presence and congratulate you on all of your

         18  achievements, and thank you for being here. We'd

         19  love it if you'd say a few words.

         20                 MR. SINGH BAINS: Thank you very much,

         21  Mr. Speaker, honorable Councilmen, David Weprin.

         22  Thank you very much. I'm in a great City and a great

         23  country.

         24                 I came here with seven children, five

         25  children, with the age of one and eight, I am glad
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          2  that they're all having their master's degree now,

          3  and that I have a job and I have a house, it's a

          4  great country and great opportunity in this country.

          5  Thank you very much.

          6                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you.

          7                 Council Member Jackson has a special

          8  guest, one who has given something to this City that

          9  we all enjoy and millions and millions of people

         10  enjoy, Council Member Jackson, if you'd like to

         11  introduce your guests.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Thank you,

         13  Speaker Miller. Good afternoon, my colleagues, and

         14  ladies and gents. I would like to introduce you to

         15  an artist, a sculpture that has provided the City of

         16  New York with the Charging Bull that everyone has

         17  visited at the foot of Wall Street, Mr. Arturo

         18  DiModica used his personal funds to make this

         19  sculpture of the charging bull, and has been sitting

         20  at that local since about December of 1989, and

         21  millions and millions of people and tourists from

         22  all over the world come to the bull and it is

         23  symbolic with Wall Street and the energy that is put

         24  forward.

         25                 And, so, we are here to honor him
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          2  this afternoon for his dedication to the City of New

          3  York and for giving us this bull, and here is a

          4  small copy of it.

          5                 SPEAKER MILLER: If the Clerk Could

          6  read the proclamation.

          7                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: The Council, City

          8  of New York, Proclamation.

          9                 Whereas: The Council of the City of

         10  New York is pleased and proud to salute and honor

         11  Arturo DiModica for his outstanding contribution to

         12  our City; and

         13                 Whereas: Today, we honor Arturo

         14  DiModica, one of our City's most illustrious

         15  Italian-American citizens and an individual who

         16  exemplifies the very best in civic virtue; Mr.

         17  DiModica is a sculptor of incomparable talent and

         18  creative vision who has greatly enriched our City's

         19  artistic and cultural store; and

         20                 Whereas: Born in the Sicilian city of

         21  Bittoria in the province of Ragusa to parents

         22  Guiseppe and Angela, Mr. DiModica's artistic

         23  sensibility was forged early in life and by age 19

         24  he had already proven himself a sculptor of

         25  expansive power and vision; and
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          2                 Whereas: After 13 years working in

          3  Florence (Firenze), the city that produced many

          4  Renaissance masters and has contributed so much to

          5  Western Art and culture, Arturo DiModica immigrated

          6  to the United States in 1973, opened a studio on

          7  Grand Street in Soho, and soon met with great

          8  acclaim, receiving numerous awards, commissions and

          9  international renown for his art and artistry; and

         10                 Whereas: A true artist of the people,

         11  Signore DiModica's love of the United States has

         12  inspired him to create noble and notable works for

         13  our City and nation, chief among which are the

         14  marble sculptures he exhibited at Rockefeller Center

         15  and works in bronze at Castle Clinton, Battery Park,

         16  in 1977; his towering bronze horse Cavallo was

         17  exhibited in Lincoln Center a few years later; and

         18                 Whereas: It is however, Signore

         19  DiModica's contribution to the Lower Manhattan

         20  community that has garnered him the most praise. His

         21  masterpiece, the three and a half ton "Charging

         22  Bull," completed in 1989, has now stood at the

         23  southern tip of Broadway at Bowling Green for 13

         24  years and has become one of the most recognizable

         25  and admired landmarks in all of Manhattan; and
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          2                 Whereas: Mr. DiModica is recently

          3  married to a woman from his home town of Vittoria

          4  and is the proud and loving father of Mariana, his

          5  two year old daughter; he divides his time between

          6  New York City and Sicily, where he has embarked on a

          7  number of ambitious projects including building an

          8  Arts education complex for young sculptors from

          9  around the world; now, therefore

         10                 Be It Known: That the Council of the

         11  City of New York honors ARTURO DiMODICA for his

         12  exceptional contributions to the cultural life of

         13  New York City.

         14                 Signed this 9th day of April in the

         15  year Two Thousand and Three, Gifford Miller, Speaker

         16  for the Entire Council; Robert Jackson, Council

         17  Member, 7th District, Manhattan.

         18                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you for your

         19  contribution to our City. We appreciate it, and we'd

         20  love it if you would say a few words.

         21                 MR. DiMODICA: Thank you to everybody,

         22  Council Member Jackson. And this is my fifth really

         23  commendation and after this year I've been in New

         24  York 32 years and I put all of whatever I have

         25  developed into the Charging Bull, it cost me
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          2  $350,000. And I'm very happy it's still there and I

          3  hope it's going to stay there forever.

          4                 Thank you very much.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Thank you.

          6                 SPEAKER MILLER: Well, thank you for

          7  your contribution to our City. And let's hope that

          8  the bull's luck rubs off on all of us, and more

          9  importantly on the City's pension holdings. Okay,

         10  there you go.

         11                 Council Member Lopez. Is Council

         12  Member Lopez here? There she is. Council Member

         13  Lopez has some special guests who are here today.

         14  We're honored by their presence and hope they'll

         15  come forward.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: I'm going to

         17  ask the Council members to come closer to the mics,

         18  and let's move a little bit to the front, Mr.

         19  Speaker, to let everybody else come in.

         20                 Today I'm making the introduction of

         21  in my opinion the biggest artist in the painting

         22  world that we have in my island.

         23                 My island is small but it's big in

         24  everything that it does, because it touched the

         25  entire world.
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          2                 Raphael Tufino is the most incredible

          3  painter that we have, and today, thank you to the

          4  generosity of the Speaker Miller and the Council of

          5  this City.

          6                 We are able to appreciate his

          7  paintings that are in exhibition in El Museo Del

          8  Bario.

          9                 It's the Council of this City who

         10  recognized the art of a Puerto Rican, and it's the

         11  Council of this City who understand that the

         12  contribution of the Puerto Rican community is as big

         13  and as important as the contribution of anybody

         14  else, and that expression take form, it take form in

         15  the paintings of this very humble man.

         16                 I want to say that today here, Mr.

         17  Speaker, I want to introduce you to Raphael Tufino.

         18  I also want to acknowledge the presence in here are

         19  his children, Mitza Tufino, who also is an artist

         20  herself. Many of you can appreciate her paintings

         21  and her work in the subway station on 86th Street.

         22  Many of you also are seeing for the first time in

         23  these halls Rafael Tufino who is also an artist in

         24  District 1, and Pueblo Tufino who is also a

         25  performing artist that is here with him.
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          2                 I want also to recognize the lady of

          3  drama in our community and our culture, Senora

          4  Miriam Colon, from Puertorriqueno.

          5                 I also want to recognize that is here

          6  today the Director of Portiqua (phonetic) Fernando

          7  Sali Cruz. Another Puerto Rican man.

          8                 From El Museo del Barrio, Sosano

          9  Tuaja (phonetic) who we lost, and El Museo will

         10  continue to be part of our artist community. Julian

         11  Sagoita (phonetic) of the new Museo del Barrio; and

         12  the staff of the Museo del Barrio, Denise Chivan,

         13  Melia Sinvah and Susie Elvaria (phonetic).

         14                 And last, but not less important, I

         15  want to introduce to everybody Mr. Aldon James, the

         16  President of the National Art Club in Grammercy

         17  Park.

         18                 The reason I said his name is because

         19  he is sponsored, the first exhibition of Puerto

         20  Rican artists in the Natural Art Museum in Grammercy

         21  Park. And this is very important, and everything

         22  begin because you, Mr. Speaker, and this Council

         23  agreed to bring all of the paintings of El Maestro

         24  Raphael Tufino. Without that, none of this would

         25  have happened and we would not be here today.
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          2                 Thank you.

          3                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you, Council

          4  Member Lopez, for your leadership on the subject and

          5  for bringing these extraordinary Americans in New

          6  Yorkers here to celebrate, and we'd like the clerk

          7  to read the proclamation.

          8                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: The Council, City

          9  of New York, Proclamation.

         10                 Whereas: The Council of the City of

         11  New York is pleased and proud to salute and honor

         12  Rafael Tufino for his outstanding contribution to

         13  the arts and to the culture of Puerto Rico; and

         14                 Whereas: Blessed with enormous

         15  talent, Rafael Tufino - ElPintor del Pueblo - is an

         16  artist who has used his gifts in the most profound

         17  of ways: as a steward of history, to strengthen and

         18  sustain the important legacy of his people; as an

         19  educator, to enrich and enlighten thousands; and as

         20  a medium of culture, through which the values and

         21  heritage of all people of Puerto Rican descent have

         22  been transmitted, amplified and preserved; and

         23                 Whereas: A Brooklyn native whose

         24  father was a merchant marine and whose mother was a

         25  tobacco worker, Rafael Tufino has lived both in New
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          2  York City and the island of Puerto Rico; he has been

          3  central to developing and giving eloquent expression

          4  to Puerto Rican Art in the 20th century; he has

          5  depicted subjects from the everyday to the iconic

          6  with an eye (and more importantly a heart)

          7  responsive and open to the warmth, nuance and

          8  majestic beauty of Puerto Rico's culture and

          9  heritage; and

         10                 Whereas: Rafael Tufino's

         11  contributions range widely across several

         12  disciplines in the visual arts and include:

         13  Painting, drawing, posters and illustration; he is

         14  also a pioneer in Puerto Rican graphics; aside from

         15  emotional and aesthetic force, many of his prints

         16  are considered social documents and have contributed

         17  to our understanding of Puerto Rico's rich and

         18  layered history; and

         19                 Whereas: In 1950, Rafael Tufino,

         20  along with Lorenzo Homar, Jose A. Torres Martino and

         21  Felix Rodriguez Baez, collectively founded Centro de

         22  Arte Puertorriqueno, where they honed their

         23  printmaking skills and created their first

         24  portfolio; and

         25                 Whereas: Rafael Tufino is a
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          2  distinguished artist whose work is displayed in the

          3  permanent collections of Major museums across the

          4  country. In recognition of his life and enduring

          5  legacy, our City's very own El Museo del Barrio, in

          6  conjunction with El Museo de Arte de Puerto Rico,

          7  have mounted a major retrospective of more than 150

          8  of his works; Rafael Tufino's contributions to art

          9  and culture are inestimable: He has opened up the

         10  heritage of all people of Puerto Rican descent to

         11  greater expressions of cultural and artistic

         12  significance and is without question worthy of our

         13  deepest admiration and gratitude; now, therefore

         14                 Be It Known: That the Council of the

         15  City of New York honors RAPHAEL TUFINO for his

         16  outstanding talents and for fostering Puerto Rican

         17  cultural pride through his art.

         18                 Signed this 9th day of April in the

         19  year Two Thousand and Three, Gifford Miller, Speaker

         20  for the Entire Council; Margarita Lopez, Council

         21  Member.

         22                 SPEAKER MILLER: Maestro Tufino, we

         23  are very, very honored by your presence and would be

         24  very appreciative if you would say a few words.

         25                 MR. TUFINO: Well, first of all, thank
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          2  you, to all of you. And second, I think very much on

          3  the future citizens of the world, which are

          4  children, and always I am saying we take care of the

          5  left side of their brain but not their right side,

          6  which is the creation, so that we should take care

          7  of that to develop better citizens.

          8                 Picaso is an example who says that,

          9   "you don't know how long it took me to draw like a

         10  child." That's a great thing to say.

         11                 SPEAKER MILLER: Well, thank you. And

         12  we're glad that someone took care of the right side

         13  of your brain for sure.

         14                 Thank you all very much for being

         15  here. We're honored. Thank you.

         16                 Okay, Council Member Barron. Council

         17  Member Barron, are you here? There you are. I know,

         18  Council Member Barron, you have a very honored guest

         19  who is here with us today. Bring him forward. Oh,

         20  Mrs. Clarke, Sybil Williams Clarke, if she could

         21  come forward.

         22                 Today we're honoring posthumously her

         23  husband. Mrs. Clarke, is she here?

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Ms. Clarke,

         25  you can come with your guests, if you could come
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          2  forward.

          3                 If you could come forward and we

          4  could do this. Well, first of all, to the members of

          5  the City Council and to the Speaker, I just want to

          6  say before I introduce the proclamation for Dr. John

          7  Henrik Clarke, we have a treasure with us today, and

          8  that's in Dr. Ben Jocaden, right here with us today,

          9  and he is a long-time African, he's an Egyptologist,

         10  a historian, and he's a real treasure in our

         11  community and we're glad that he's with us today.

         12                 Dr. John Henrik Clarke, who is also a

         13  treasure to us, has made this transition, he's with

         14  the ancestors right now, but he was one of the

         15  greatest, not only historians, but an activist, a

         16  panAfricanist, one who lived and died for the

         17  liberation of his people, and we honor that his wife

         18  is here today. They said aside every great man is a

         19  great woman, and sometimes in front even is a great

         20  woman. So, we are honored here today to honor Dr.

         21  John Henrik Clarke or all of his work, and his wife

         22  here, Sybil Williams Clarke is here with us today

         23  and we're going to ask the clerk to read the

         24  proclamation.

         25                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Do I wait on the

                                                            25

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  Speaker?

          3                 SPEAKER MILLER: Yes, go ahead and

          4  read the proclamation, Victor.

          5                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: The Council, City

          6  of New York, Proclamation.

          7                 Whereas: The Council of the City of

          8  New York is pleased and proud to posthumously honor

          9  Dr. John Henrik Clarke for his exceptional life,

         10  legacy and achievements to our nation; and

         11                 Whereas: Dr. John Henrik Clarke's

         12  contributions to our nation and to the African

         13  family are truly inestimable; his thoughts and

         14  opinions have influenced several generations of

         15  African American leaders and he is considered by all

         16  accounts a pioneer in African heritage and Black

         17  studies programs nationwide; and

         18                 Whereas: An eminent historian, Dr.

         19  Clarke helped shift, refocus and ultimately quantify

         20  our understanding of the African and African

         21  American experience; as a scholar, his work has long

         22  been regarded central to African American curricula

         23  in universities across the country; and

         24                 Whereas: Born in 1915, the oldest son

         25  of an Alabama sharecropper family, John Henrik
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          2  Clarke left the South in 1933 for a life of

          3  scholarship and social and political activism in New

          4  York; endowed with a rigorous, probing intelligence,

          5  Dr. Clarke soon became involved in social reform

          6  movements and joined a number of influential study

          7  circles, such as the Harlem History Club and the

          8  Harlem Writers' Workshop; and

          9                 Whereas: Dr. Clarke studied history

         10  and world literature at both New York and Columbia

         11  Universities and developed important and binding

         12  associations with prominent 20th century historians

         13  and social thinkers, including Arturo Schomberg,

         14  Willis Huggins and William Leo Hansberry; and

         15                 Whereas: In addition to his scholarly

         16  work, Dr. John Henrik Clarke was a prolific and

         17  gifted story-teller whose creative genius was, in a

         18  word, staggering. He published more than fifty short

         19  stories, wrote or edited over thirty books,

         20  contributed numerous articles and conference papers

         21  on African and African-American history, politics

         22  and culture in leading journals throughout the

         23  world; and

         24                 Whereas: A self-taught,

         25  pan-Africanist academic who, along with his wife,
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          2  Ms. Sybil Williams-Clarke, made possible the

          3  conditions within which the critical discourse of

          4  the African and African American experience was

          5  given voice, truth and power, Dr. John Henrik

          6  Clarke, was a scholar, historian and mentor to

          7  thousands, a man whose legacy of achievement will

          8  continue to influence and resonate deep within the

          9  hearts and minds of future generations; now,

         10  therefore,

         11                 Be It Known: That the Council of the

         12  City of New York posthumously honors DR. JOHN HENRIK

         13  CLARKE for his worthwhile, enduring and highly

         14  significant contributions to our nation.

         15                 Signed this 9th day of April in the

         16  year Two Thousand and Three, Gifford Miller, Speaker

         17  for the Entire Council; Charles Barron, Council

         18  Member, 42nd District, Brooklyn.

         19                 SPEAKER MILLER: Ms. Clarke, we're

         20  very honored by your presence and would be graced if

         21  you would say a few words.

         22                 MS. CLARKE: Today is a great day for

         23  all of us. Standing beside me is my husband's

         24  lifelong friend Dr. Yosuf Ben, who is a famous

         25  musitologist. I came from the Island of Jamaica, and
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          2  for you in this room who may not know the history of

          3  this part of the world, I will take you back some

          4  years, and he said in his studies that he discovered

          5  the Island of Jamaica and Haiti laid as a

          6  foundation, the Economic Foundation for Europe as it

          7  is today.

          8                 We are a people come from all parts

          9  of the world. We are now facing a world of

         10  globalization, and each one of us has worth and we

         11  should recognize in each other the humanity that's

         12  in all of us, and the brilliance that's in all of

         13  us. Knowledge and genius lies in every human being

         14  comes on the face of this earth if he is given the

         15  chance to do it.

         16                 My husband has a saying and I'll say

         17  it to the African Americans who are on this Council,

         18  his question to all the people who came from us, his

         19  question was every person who has the ability to

         20  lead or to participate in government can answer the

         21  question how will my people stay on the face of this

         22  earth.

         23                 SPEAKER MILLER: Dr. Ben, we're also

         24  very grateful for your presence, would you like to

         25  say a few words?
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          2                 DR. BEN: Well, I can only say that

          3  that which is given to Dr. Clarke, my friend for 50

          4  years, is more befitten for him, because you cannot

          5  speak about mankind unless you speak Egypt. Egypt,

          6  the Pharaoh Ramses II, and all those before anybody

          7  else were in supervision. Egypt, I know that stems

          8  when there were no Hebrews, when there were no

          9  people of any other culture had known, so the

         10  textbooks had to speak to that Egypt because of Dr.

         11  Clarke and others. So, I say we all need to speak

         12  lovingly about each other, and in order to do this,

         13  study the works of Dr. John Henrik Clarke.

         14                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you all for

         15  being here. Thank you very much.

         16                 Is Team Continuum here? That's good.

         17  Okay.

         18                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Stated

         19  Meeting of April 9th, come to order.

         20                 Roll call.

         21                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Addabbo.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Here.

         23                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Avella.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Here.

         25                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Baez.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ: Here.

          3                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Barron.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Here.

          5                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Boyland.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: Here.

          7                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Brewer.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Here.

          9                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Clarke.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Here.

         11                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Comrie.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Here.

         13                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Davis.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER DAVIS: Present.

         15                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: DeBlasio.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEBLASIO: Here.

         17                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Dilan.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER MALAVE-DILAN: Here.

         19                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Felder.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Here.

         21                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Fidler.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Here.

         23                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Foster.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Present.

         25                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gallagher.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Here.

          3                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gennaro.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Here.

          5                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gentile.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: Here.

          7                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gerson.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Here.

          9                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gioia.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: Here.

         11                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gonzalez.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER GONZALEZ: Present.

         13                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Jackson.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Here.

         15                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Jennings.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER JENNINGS: Here.

         17                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Katz.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Here.

         19                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Koppell.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Here.

         21                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Lanza.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER LANZA: Here.

         23                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Liu.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Here.

         25                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Lopez.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: Here.

          3                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Martinez.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Here.

          5                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: McMahon.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Here.

          7                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Monserrate.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Here.

          9                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Moskowitz.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER MOSKOWITZ: Here.

         11                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Nelson.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Here.

         13                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Perkins.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Here.

         15  Perkins, here.

         16                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Provenzano.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: Here.

         18                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Quinn.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: Here.

         20                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Recchia.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Here.

         22                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Reed.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: Here.

         24                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Reyna.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: Here.
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          2                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Sanders.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Here.

          4                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Seabrook.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Here.

          6                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Sears.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Here.

          8                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Serrano.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER SERRANO: Here.

         10                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Stewart.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Yes.

         12                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Vallone.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Here.

         14                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Vann.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Here.

         16                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Weprin.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Here.

         18                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Yassky.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Here.

         20                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Oddo.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Here.

         22                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Rivera.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: Here.

         24                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Speaker Miller.

         25                 SPEAKER MILLER: Here.
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          2                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Quorum

          3  present.

          4                 Invocation by Rabbi Jonathan Glass.

          5                 Please rise.

          6                 RABBI GLASS: Men and women of the

          7  City Council. The upcoming holiday of Passover is an

          8  occasion that has given people hope through the

          9  ages. It testifies that no matter how long a people

         10  may have suffered slavery and oppression, the

         11  Almighty hears their cry and will respond.

         12                 With all the present turmoil going on

         13  in the world, we know that it is only God that can

         14  resolve things for everyone's best interest, and may

         15  he bless the Council that carry on its hallowed work

         16  of freedom until we have accomplished liberty and

         17  justice for all.

         18                 Amen.

         19                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Motion to be

         20  spread by Council Member Nelson.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: I make a

         22  motion to spread the invocation in full upon the

         23  record.

         24                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         25  Adoption of the Minutes.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Madam

          3  Chair, I make a motion to adopt the Minutes of the

          4  Stated Meeting of March 12th, be adopted as printed.

          5                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

          6                 Messages and Papers from the Mayor.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 506.

          8                 SPEAKER MILLER: Rules, Privileges and

          9  Elections.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 507.

         11                 SPEAKER MILLER: Rules, Privileges and

         12  Elections.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 508.

         14                 SPEAKER MILLER: State and Federal

         15  Legislation.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 509.

         17                 SPEAKER MILLER: State and Federal

         18  Legislation.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 510.

         20                 SPEAKER MILLER: State and Federal

         21  Legislation.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 511.

         23                 SPEAKER MILLER: State and Federal

         24  Legislation.

         25                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM:
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          2  Communication from City, County and Borough Offices.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 512, on page

          4  two, through M 530 on page four.

          5                 SPEAKER MILLER: All referred to the

          6  Committee on Transportation.

          7                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Petitions

          8  and Communications.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: None.

         10                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Land Use

         11  Call-Ups.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 531.

         13                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the call

         14  up vote.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 532.

         16                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the call

         17  up vote.

         18                 At this time I'll ask the clerk to

         19  call the roll on all items coupled on the call up

         20  vote.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Addabbo.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Aye on all.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Avella.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Aye on all.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Baez.
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          2                 (No response.)

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Barron.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Aye on all.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Boyland.

          6                 (No response.)

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Brewer.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Aye on all.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Clarke.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Aye on all.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Comrie.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Aye on all.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Davis.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER DAVIS: Aye on all.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: DeBlasio.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEBLASIO: Aye on all.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Dilan.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTIN-DILAN: Aye on

         19  all.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Espada.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER ESPADA: Aye on all.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Felder.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Aye on all.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Fidler.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Aye on all.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Foster.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Aye on all.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gallagher.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Aye on all.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gennaro.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Yes on all.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gentile.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: Aye on all.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gerson.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Yes on all.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gioia.

         13                 (No response.)

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gonzalez.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER GONZALEZ: Aye on all.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jackson.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Madam Chair,

         18  I would like to vote aye on all Land Use item call

         19  ups, and also I'm going to have to leave and I would

         20  like to vote aye on all items on the agenda for this

         21  afternoon.

         22                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Thank you.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jennings.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER JENNINGS: Aye on all.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Katz.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Aye on all.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Koppell.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Aye.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lanza.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER LANZA: Aye.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Liu.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Yes on all.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lopez.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: Aye on all.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Martinez.

         13                 (No response.)

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: McMahon.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Aye on all.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Monserrate.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Aye on

         18  all.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Moskowitz.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER MOSKOWITZ: I'd like to

         21  ask for unanimous consent to vote on all issues on

         22  the agenda.

         23                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER MOSKOWITZ: Thank you.

         25  Aye on all.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Nelson.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Aye on all.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Perkins.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Aye on all.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Provenzano.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: Aye.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Quinn.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: Aye.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Recchia.

         11                 (No response.)

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reed.

         13                 (No response.)

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reyna.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: Aye on all. And

         16  I'd like to be marked present. Thank you.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sanders.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Aye on all.

         19  I'd like to be marked present also. Thank you.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Seabrook.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Aye on all.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sears.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Aye.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Serrano.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER SERRANO: Aye on all.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Stewart.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Aye on all.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vallone.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Aye on all.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vann.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Aye on all.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Weprin.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Aye on all.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Yassky.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Aye on all.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Baez.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ: Aye on all.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Oddo.

         15                 (No response.)

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Martinez.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Aye on all.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Rivera.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA:  Aye on all.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Speaker Mr. Miller.

         21                 SPEAKER MILLER:  Aye.

         22                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Land Use

         23  Call Ups are adopted by 47 in the affirmative, none

         24  in the negative.

         25                 Communication from the Speaker.
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          2                 SPEAKER MILLER: My colleagues, today

          3  we do a number of very important pieces of

          4  legislation that we spoke about at the press

          5  conference prior to this. Event, but I do want to

          6  just bring them to your attention again.

          7                 Two measures to promote the

          8  availability of emergency contraception for women

          9  who need it in this City. One, to ensure that

         10  pharmacies more widely carry emergency contraception

         11  by requiring a posting that they do not carry it,

         12  because, frankly they should; and second, to ensure

         13  that all hospitals provide rape victims with

         14  counseling on emergency contraception, and emergency

         15  contraception if they desire it.

         16                 That seems to me a very basic

         17  standard, which is a standard of the State of New

         18  York, but which, unfortunately, not all hospitals

         19  comply with it in every case.

         20                 An extraordinarily important bill

         21  regarding education and training for public

         22  assistance recipients, the Kate Bill. And I want to

         23  compliment Bill DeBlasio and Bill Perkins and

         24  everyone who worked on this bill. This is an

         25  important bill that will give people a hand up and
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          2  ensure that we provide a measured approach to

          3  ensuring that people who want education and training

          4  can get it so that they can find real jobs that can

          5  support themselves and their families and get off of

          6  welfare, because that should be the goal of our

          7  welfare policy, should be to empower and lift people

          8  up, we believe this mixed approach is reasonable and

          9  appropriate and we strongly support it.

         10                 In addition, we're also passing

         11  legislation today to ensure real transparency and

         12  accountability in the public school system.

         13                 Capital spending on our public

         14  schools have been marred by waste and dollars have

         15  been wasted that have not been able to get to

         16  ensuring and the kids get the sources that they

         17  need, and the school accountability act would ensure

         18  that the Chancellor provide quarterly reports to the

         19  Council. This really shouldn't be that difficult,

         20  the Chancellor should be getting quarterly reports,

         21  and all he has to do is pass them along and we'll

         22  take a look at them, and we think it's a step in the

         23  right direction.

         24                 Finally, an important piece of

         25  legislation to create disclosure requirements for
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          2  preparers who offer refund anticipation funds, RALs.

          3  RALs are not necessarily a bad thing. But they are a

          4  bad thing when people enter into them without

          5  knowing the terms that they're entering into.

          6                 And this legislation would address

          7  that, and I would also urge my colleagues to support

          8  it.

          9                 And that concludes the communication

         10  from the Speaker.

         11                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Discussion

         12  of General Orders.

         13                 Council Member Reed.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: Thank you, Madam

         15  Public Advocate.

         16                 On Intro. 383-A, which is the refund

         17  anticipation loan legislation. We had a hearing last

         18  week on this bill and I think most of our colleagues

         19  understand that what it is that we are trying to do

         20  is to give the citizens of New York an opportunity

         21  to be thoroughly informed before they enter into a

         22  contract to borrow money which will end up having

         23  them actually owe more money, and the possibility

         24  that if they were able to wait ten days or two weeks

         25  they would in fact have the refund and be able to
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          2  pay off whatever debt that they wanted to use that

          3  money for. And we tried to reach out to as many of

          4  the firms that provide tax assistance, if possible,

          5  and unfortunately only one responded.

          6                 We then allowed another company to

          7  come on yesterday or the day before when we voted

          8  out the bill to testify.

          9                 The language of the legislation that

         10  seemed to have some concern does not in fact say

         11  that people have to come up with exactly the number,

         12  dollar amount, that a person would be refunded.

         13                 It simply requires that the person

         14  that is preparing the tax form give the taxpayer an

         15  estimate of what the percentage rate would be. And

         16  the problem is on many of these loans that the

         17  actual annual percentage rate is up being somewhere

         18  in the hundreds, 200, 300 and 400 percent annually

         19  on this loan, and I think the Council is

         20  terrifically responsive in saying let's just make

         21  sure the people understand what it is that they have

         22  about to sign up for.

         23                 Thank you very much. We urge you to

         24  vote yes on this bill.

         25                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council
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          2  Member DeBlasio.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER DeBLASIO: I just want

          4  to urge my colleagues to join in support of the

          5  override on 93-A. I want to thank the Speaker, and

          6  Council Member Perkins for their leadership. I want

          7  to thank all of the advocates for their incredible

          8  work over the last few years to make this possible,

          9  and I simply want to say this, if ever there was a

         10  prowork bill, it is this bill, because it recognizes

         11  the reality of the private sector economy of today,

         12  which is all about skills and training and education

         13  and technology, and we are trying to ensure that

         14  anyone who wants that chance, to learn the skills to

         15  thrive in the private sector economy gets that

         16  chance.

         17                 I want everyone to understand, this

         18  is a high bar. This is not an easy thing. A welfare

         19  recipient who wants to pursue these opportunities

         20  has to do a lot of the work themselves to get there,

         21  but this is also an opportunity to pursue the

         22  American dream and we should ensure that anyone who

         23  wants to get education and training so that they can

         24  become good providers for their family and create

         25  self sufficiency in their lives, we should be with
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          2  them 100 percent.

          3                 Thank you.

          4                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you.

          5  Thank you very much.

          6                 Council Member Koppell.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Thank you,

          8  Madam Chair.

          9                 With respect to the bill on the

         10  refund anticipation loans, I think this is an

         11  outstanding piece of consumer protection

         12  legislation. Unfortunately, I raised some of the

         13  concerns over the speed with which we moved it,

         14  because we have to make sure when we write this

         15  legislation that it's clear and does what we want it

         16  to do.

         17                 But I have been, first of all, the

         18  bill was amended since the hearing that we held last

         19  week. And secondly, I've been assured by both the

         20  sponsor, sponsors, lead sponsor, and the Department

         21  of Consumer Affairs that the intention of this bill

         22  is to penalize those who run the tax preparation

         23  services, either the corporations or the individuals

         24  who own them, not the individual tax preparer, who

         25  may be a relatively inexperienced individual who may
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          2  by mistake make a mistake on the form.

          3                 We should be penalizing the H and R

          4  Block if they are responsible or the Hewlett Jackson

          5  and whoever else is a tax preparer but not the

          6  individuals. And in fact, Hewlett Jackson came

          7  before us and expressed that concern, not for them,

          8  but for their people. And I think it's the intention

          9  of this body that the penalty should go to the

         10  person responsible for the tax preparation service.

         11                 Other than that, it's very important

         12  that people be discouraged from taking these loans,

         13  where they can get a refund in the matter of a few

         14  days, and if they take the loan they're paying fees

         15  and interest that amounts to hundreds of percent,

         16  even up to 1,000 percent, and they should be

         17  discouraged in every way from taking these loans,

         18  which they really in most cases I would suspect

         19  don't need, but it's certainly seductive to feel

         20  you'll get the money right away.

         21                 So, with that understanding of the

         22  intention of the legislation, I certainly support

         23  it.

         24                 The second thing I would just like to

         25  say briefly is that I'm very pleased that we're
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          2  voting on the override of emergency contraception. I

          3  can't believe the Mayor vetoed those bills. The

          4  Chair of the Health Committee should be commended.

          5                 This is something that is so

          6  important for women to have available to them, and

          7  it's just incredible to me that anyone could not

          8  respond favorably to making these, making these

          9  emergency contraceptive drugs available.

         10                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you.

         11                 Council Member Davis.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER DAVIS: Thank you,

         13  Madam Public Advocate.

         14                 I rise today to encourage my

         15  colleagues to support Intro. 93-A. I hold up two

         16  posters, an organization, and along with children

         17  from the Welfare Rights Initiative Family. This

         18  poster was done by a young man, here's his picture,

         19  Raven. And Raven has on it "I want to be a

         20  veterinarian." "I'm going to be a City Council

         21  Member one day." He's about eight years old, and I

         22  don't know him, based on this picture, but perhaps

         23  one day he'll have an opportunity to become a

         24  Council Member. No child's dream or vision should be

         25  stopped.
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          2                 Another says, "I want to be a

          3  doctor." Another child, "I want to be a judge." "I

          4  want to be a psychologist." A little child named

          5  "Nelvis." Nelvis is in a wheelchair and he put

          6  together a poster that says "please allow my mother

          7  to go to school so she can get a good job."

          8                 I want to compliment Councilman Bill

          9  DeBlasio for his leadership along with the Speaker

         10  Gifford Miller. This is what it's all about. It's

         11  about giving people the opportunity to go to school

         12  so they can get further ahead in life, and I

         13  encourage my colleagues to support Intro. No. 93-A.

         14                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

         15  Council member.

         16                 Council Member Perkins, please.

         17                 Council Member Perkins.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Thank you

         19  very much.

         20                 I want to speak on Intro. 93-A, but

         21  first I want to acknowledge the passing of

         22  Babatundae Alatunja (phonetic), who with his drums

         23  of passion beat a great love of Africa and African

         24  rhythm to the folks not only of New York City but

         25  throughout our country.
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          2                 With respect to Intro. 93-A, I want

          3  to point out that there is nothing that can make

          4  this Council work its salt more than when we use our

          5  vote to empower those who are the least powerful.

          6                 The former Administration made a

          7  career out of beating up on those on welfare. The

          8  former Administration took away the opportunity for

          9  those who were on public assistance to attend a City

         10  University system as a way of getting off of

         11  welfare.

         12                 This particular legislation is a

         13  great opportunity for those who wish to receive

         14  training and education, and therefore get off of

         15  welfare and to make the contribution to our City and

         16  to our society. Nothing makes us prouder than to

         17  support those who have been in the forefront of this

         18  effort as advocates and to make sure that the

         19  opportunity that so many of us had to get an

         20  education and to get training are given to all who

         21  are citizens of New York, whether they be on welfare

         22  or not.

         23                 Thank you very much.

         24                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

         25  Council member.
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          2                 Quiet, please.

          3                 Council Member Reyna.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: Thank you,

          5  Madam Public Advocate.

          6                 I rise today to urge my colleagues to

          7  support Intro. 383-A. This is requiring all tax

          8  preparers in the City of New York to disclose

          9  information concerning rapid anticipation loans, and

         10  I'd like to thank our Speaker, Speaker Miller, for

         11  his commitment and dedication to ending predatory

         12  practices against hard-working New Yorkers, as well

         13  as this body.

         14                 We have stood proud on behalf of the

         15  people on New York and this is just another action,

         16  we will do so today against predatory lending.

         17                 Rapid anticipation loans sound

         18  appealing to low-income New Yorkers who need money

         19  quickly to make ends meet, and many tax preparers do

         20  not fully disclose all the fees and other applicable

         21  charges associated with these loans.

         22                 They also do not notify low-income

         23  New Yorkers there are alternatives to these loans.

         24  And as a result of these disclosure failures, much

         25  of the hard-earned money that these New Yorkers earn
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          2  and need instead goes to tax preparers.

          3                 This legislation will require

          4  increased disclosure about RAL, and alternatives so

          5  that low-income New Yorkers can make an informed

          6  decision.

          7                 Many of these low-income New Yorkers

          8  seek the earned income tax credit benefit, and these

          9  benefits should go towards their children and the

         10  future of their households, not to these tax

         11  preparers and other predatory lenders.

         12                 So, I thank this Council with

         13  anticipation for supporting this legislation, and I

         14  would also like to urge my colleagues to support

         15  Intro. 93-A. Forty-thousand students were pushed out

         16  of the education system, and the majority of them

         17  were women. We owe it to our women to go back to

         18  school and receive the appropriate tools to get out

         19  of the welfare system and into independent living.

         20                 Thank you.

         21                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

         22  Council member.

         23                 Quiet, please.

         24                 Council Member Lopez.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: Thank you,
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          2  Madam Advocate.

          3                 I'm rising because I need to express

          4  my disbelief in this session about what is it that

          5  the Mayor vetoing in here.

          6                 In regard of two particular pieces of

          7  legislation that this Council pass, and I quite

          8  don't comprehend his logic. Number one is that one

          9  in regard of more fiscal responsibility from the

         10  part of the Council to oversight in the way that we

         11  spend the money in capital dollars in our school.

         12                 We are trying to make sure that we

         13  make clear to the public and to everybody else that

         14  the dollars that we spend in capital dollars in the

         15  school system is going to be monitored, monitored

         16  very well for two reasons, to make sure that the

         17  project move and the monies are spent adequately.

         18  And in this fiscal crisis, I really don't understand

         19  the logic of the Mayor voting on this, vetoing this

         20  particular piece of legislation. I don't get it. I

         21  don't understand it. And I think that we're here to

         22  exercise more fiscal responsibility than ever.

         23                 In the second one that I raise myself

         24  also is on the question of women's right to control

         25  their body. To begin with, the legislation don't
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          2  have no right to legislate over us. If they

          3  legislate, they have the audacity to do that, and

          4  then on top of that, when we pass a piece of

          5  legislation, protecting our right to be protected

          6  from pregnancies that are unwanted, from pregnancies

          7  that come from rape, we get a veto on a piece of

          8  legislation like this. It is not easy for me to

          9  comprehend the logic of these two vetos, and I want

         10  to ask my colleagues to make sure that you vote no

         11  to those vetoes that the Mayor have put forward.

         12                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

         13  Council Member.

         14                 Council Member Quinn.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: Thank you. I

         16  want to thank my colleagues for their tremendous

         17  support of the package of emergency contraception

         18  legislation, the three pieces of bills, three pieces

         19  of legislation we passed about a month ago, and to

         20  urge my colleagues, as others have said, to vote to

         21  override the two vetoes as part of our package.

         22                 You know, it is incredibly important

         23  that there be a law on the books that says and

         24  requires that when a woman who has been raped goes

         25  to an emergency room in the City of New York, that
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          2  she is offered emergency contraception when

          3  medically appropriate.

          4                 That is the least we can do for women

          5  that have been raped. It is the least the law can

          6  say to make sure that women who have suffered such a

          7  horrible crime get the medical standard of care in

          8  every emergency room in this City, and if we don't

          9  have a law on the books to this effect, then whether

         10  or not women get this important medical standard of

         11  care, will be up to the determination of the

         12  hospital administrator, and that person can change

         13  on a regular basis.

         14                 We need to set the standard for women

         15  who are victims of crime in this City and then make

         16  sure the hospitals in this City that we do business

         17  with live up to it.

         18                 We also need to override the veto of

         19  the pharmacy piece of legislation because Council

         20  Member Gioia and his investigation staff clearly

         21  found out that women's access to emergency

         22  contraception and reproductive choices is defined on

         23  some level by which borough they live in, and that

         24  is not acceptable and we need to make sure women

         25  know that if they're in a time-sensitive situation
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          2  where they want to get emergency contraception

          3  because you really only have 72 hours, that they

          4  know which pharmacies carry it and which ones don't.

          5                 Overriding the veto, coupled with the

          6  law we passed and the Mayor signed, having emergency

          7  contraception at the sexually transmitted disease

          8  clinics will take steps forward to make sure women,

          9  regardless of their situation or income in this City

         10  have access to emergency contraception.

         11                 Thank you for your ongoing support of

         12  this and the women of New York City.

         13                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Is there

         14  anybody else?

         15                 Council Member Clarke.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: I'd like to

         17  just join with my colleague who talked about the

         18  need for us to override this piece on the EC

         19  legislation, both to protect women in the City of

         20  New York, and to make it clear to the pharmacies

         21  that this is a matter of in many instances life and

         22  life, life and death.

         23                 In my community where there are many

         24  immigrant women who are challenged with issues of

         25  domestic violence issues of exploitation in the 21st
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          2  century, this is a liberating tool for many women in

          3  our community, and it is time that we turned the

          4  page on how individuals are treated in that women be

          5  given the respect of being able to be

          6  self-determining about how they will place many of

          7  the atrocities that are taking place behind closed

          8  doors within our communities. These legislations

          9  enable us to do that. It facilitates the ability for

         10  women to get the type of services that are required

         11  for them to be able to move on with their lives in

         12  productive ways.

         13                 And, so, I want to commend Council

         14  Member Quinn, and the members of the Health

         15  Committee for sticking to it, and encourage the rest

         16  of my colleagues to make sure that we override this

         17  piece and that we move this Council and this City

         18  into the 21st century.

         19                 Let me also say on the piece for

         20  making sure that our folks who are involved with

         21  public subsidies receive the appropriate education

         22  that they deserve, that we override that and

         23  recognize that education has always been the key to

         24  the liberation of our community and that there is

         25  nothing wrong with people being able to educate
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          2  themselves while raising their children. Thank you,

          3  and I encourage everyone to vote for those pieces.

          4                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

          5  Madam Chair.

          6                 I am just shocked and amazed that

          7  this Mayor never ceases to amaze me. I guess this is

          8  Mayor override day, but I can't understand, as much

          9  as everybody is bragging about trying to get people

         10  off the welfare rolls, I guess he just wants us to

         11  drop off and do nothing, but now we have people on

         12  public assistance that are saying we want education,

         13  we want training, we want to be something in the

         14  society and he has problems with that.

         15                 You know, maybe someone from East New

         16  York needs to run again, so that we're not here for

         17  that, but I think what we need to do is make sure

         18  that all of our colleagues vote, override all of

         19  these pieces of legislation and now these vetoes,

         20  and now when we can say to this City, say to this

         21  state and say to the nation that we have people who

         22  always wanted to work and just wanted to be trained

         23  and wanted to have some education and a chance like

         24  everybody else, I don't see how anybody can go

         25  against that. So, I just want to go along with my
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          2  colleagues and make sure we do this override and get

          3  the education and training for our people.

          4                 Thank you very much.

          5                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

          6  Council Member Barron.

          7  Council Member Gerson.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Thank you,

          9  Madam Public Advocate.

         10                 We have several pieces of important

         11  legislation, I just want to join my colleagues in

         12  supporting the override of the Mayor's veto, for all

         13  of the reasons articulated, this is a fundamental

         14  issue of human rights, it's a fundamental issue of

         15  health and literally of life. And it's vital that we

         16  override it and get going on this.

         17                 I also join my colleague in the New

         18  York Access To Training and Education Bill,

         19  Fulfilling The Dream. This is a major step forward,

         20  opening up opportunities, government at its best

         21  being a door opener, opportunity expanded.

         22                 And lastly, finally, I just want to

         23  bring to the attention of my colleagues a

         24  resolution. Bill DeBlasio, Chair of the General

         25  Services Committee (sic), Mike Nelson, co-chair of
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          2  the Veterans Committee, Peter Vallone, myself,

          3  others, are calling on the City Human Rights

          4  Commission to do its utmost to put an end to

          5  discrimination against soldiers, against reservists,

          6  against veterans, who are serving our country and

          7  then too often come home and find a few unscrupulous

          8  landlords.

          9                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         10  Member, I'm sorry, this issue is not on.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: I believe it

         12  is.

         13                 Oh, I'm sorry. Thank you. That's

         14  coming up. It's being introduced today. I'll speak

         15  to it later.

         16                 Thank you for bringing that to my

         17  attention.

         18                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank the

         19  Speaker.

         20                 Council Member Sanders.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: I, too, have

         22  to rise and commend Council Member Reyna for

         23  bringing her part of the anti-predatory legislation

         24  that we need to do to the City Council. But I would

         25  be remiss coming from the Rockaway, Queens, where
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          2  26.4 percent of my Council District is on public

          3  assistance. Not to understand that one shoe. One

          4  size doesn't fit all, Mr. Mayor. One program is not

          5  good for everyone. People deserve and need the

          6  opportunity to go to school, to learn and better

          7  themselves, to hold themselves as a role model for

          8  their children, and just as our good Mayor was

          9  fortunate enough to go to school, we should make

         10  sure that the door is open for everyone. So, I, too,

         11  support this.

         12                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

         13  Council Member.

         14                 Report of Special Committees.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: None.

         16                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Reports of

         17  Standing Committees.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports of the

         19  Committee on Consumer Affairs.

         20                 Intro. 383-A.

         21                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Mr. Speaker.

         22                 SPEAKER MILLER: I'm guessing that's

         23  going to be amended and coupled on the general order

         24  calendar.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports of the
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          2  Committee on Education, Intro. 215-A.

          3                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

          4  General Order Calendar.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 475.

          6                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled to be filed.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports of the

          8  Committee on General Welfare.

          9                 Intro. 93-A.

         10                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

         11  General Order Calendar.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 482.

         13                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled to be filed.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports on the

         15  Committee on Health.

         16                 Intro. 278-A.

         17                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

         18  General Order Calendar.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Intro. 281-A.

         20                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

         21  General Order Calendar.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 483.

         23                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled to be filed.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 484.

         25                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled to be filed.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports of the

          3  Committee on Land Use.

          4                 LU 327 and companion Reso 812.

          5                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled to be filed

          6  pursuant to a letter of withdrawal.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 330 and

          8  companion Reso 813.

          9                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled to be filed

         10  pursuant to a letter of withdrawal.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 332 and

         12  companion Reso 814.

         13                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

         14  General Order Calendar.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 348 and

         16  companion Reso 815.

         17                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 387 and

         19  companion Reso 816.

         20                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 379 and

         22  companion Reso 817.

         23                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 390 and

         25  companion Reso 818.
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          2                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled to be filed,

          3  pursuant to a letter of withdrawal.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 391.

          5                 SPEAKER MILLER: Approved with

          6  modifications and referred to the City Planning

          7  Commission pursuant to Rule 11.70(b) of the Rules of

          8  the Council and Section 197-(d) of the New York City

          9  Charter.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 392.

         11                 SPEAKER MILLER: Approved with

         12  modifications and referred to City Planning

         13  Commission.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 393.

         15                 SPEAKER MILLER: Approved with

         16  modifications and referred to the City Planning

         17  Commission.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 340, LU 400,

         19  and companion Reso 819.

         20                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on a General

         21  Order Calendar.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 401 and

         23  companion Reso 820.

         24                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 409 and

                                                            66

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  companion Reso 821.

          3                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports of the

          5  Committee on Mental Health, Mental Retardation,

          6  Alcoholism, Drug Abuse and Disability Services.

          7                 SPEAKER MILLER: Adopted and laid

          8  over.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports of the

         10  Committee on Public Safety.

         11                 Reso 193-A.

         12                 SPEAKER MILLER: Amended and laid

         13  over.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports of the

         15  Committee on Rules, Privileges and Elections.

         16                 M 476 and companion Reso 822.

         17                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

         18  General Order Calendar.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 477 and

         20  companion Reso 823.

         21                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Preconsidered

         23  Reso 824.

         24                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Resolution
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          2  appointing various persons Commissioner of Deeds.

          3                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

          4  General Order Calendar.

          5                 At this point I'd ask the Clerk to

          6  call the roll on all items coupled on the General

          7  Order Calendar.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Addabbo.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Aye on all.

         10                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Wait a

         11  minute, please.

         12                 Intro. No. 215-A, 93-A, 278-A, 281-A,

         13  passed over the objections of the Mayor.

         14                 Now the roll call.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Addabbo.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Still aye on

         17  all.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Avella.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: I vote no on

         20  Intro. 278-A and aye on all other items.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Baez.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ: Aye on all.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Barron.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Aye on all.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Boyland.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: I would like

          3  to ask your permission to vote aye on all Land Use

          4  call ups and aye on all.

          5                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Brewer.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: I wanted to

          8  explain my vote, Madam Public Advocate, just two

          9  seconds.

         10                 The earlier words of those who are

         11  supporting, as I call the returning students who

         12  will then go on and be very much a part of our

         13  economy.

         14                 As I said earlier, despite the

         15  objections of my friend Richard Schwartz, of the

         16  Daily News, and also I want to say thanks to

         17  Christine Quinn and the many women in this City and

         18  on the City Council, as well as the support of the

         19  men, I hope that we will have a healthier City.

         20                 I vote aye on all.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Clarke.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Aye on all.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Comrie.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Yes to all.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Davis.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER DAVIS: Permission to

          3  explain my vote?

          4                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER DAVIS: Intro. 215-A,

          6  in particular, requiring the Chancellor of the City

          7  school district to submit to the Council quarterly

          8  reports on the status of all school capital

          9  projects. This is quality oversight and

         10  investigation. This is quality transparent

         11  legislation and I am a proud member of the Oversight

         12  and Investigation Committee and we've got to make

         13  sure that the Mayor responds so that we can monitor

         14  exactly what's taking place in the City of New York.

         15  So, it gives me great pleasure to, on all this

         16  important legislation to vote aye on all.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: DeBlasio.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEBLASIO: Aye on all.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Dilan.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTIN-DILAN: Madam

         21  Advocate, may I be excused to explain my vote?

         22                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTIN-DILAN: I vote

         24  aye on all, but I just want to say I proudly vote

         25  aye on Intro. 93-A. This bill will be of tremendous
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          2  benefit, for the young women of Bushwick who need

          3  this bill to serve so they can get back to the

          4  workforce properly, and also on Item M 476. I want

          5  to say congratulations to Ms. Angela Battaglia on

          6  her reappointment to the New York City Planning

          7  Commission.

          8                 Thank you.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Espada.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER ESPADA: Aye on all.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Felder.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Aye on all,

         13  except for 278-A and 281-A, I vote no on those two

         14  items.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Fidler.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Council

         17  Members Lopez, Quinn and Reyna really said it all

         18  and said it right. I vote aye on all.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Foster.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Aye on all.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gallagher.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: No on

         23  Intro. 93-A; no on Intro. 278-A; no on Intro. 281-A;

         24  aye on all other coupled general orders. Thank you.

         25                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gennaro.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Yes on all.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gentile.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: Aye on all.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gerson.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Yes on all.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gioia.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: First, Madam

         10  Public Advocate, I request unanimous consent to vote

         11  yes on all Land Use call ups.

         12                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: Proudly yes to

         14  all.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gonzalez.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER GONZALEZ: Aye on all.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jennings.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER JENNINGS: I vote aye

         19  on all, except Intro. 278-A.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Katz.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Aye on all.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Koppell.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Aye on all.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lanza.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER LANZA: I vote no on
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          2  Intro. 93-A; no on Intro. 278-A; and no on Intro.

          3  281-A; and aye on the rest.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Liu.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Yes on all.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lopez.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: Pass.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Martinez.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Aye on all.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: McMahon.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: I vote aye on

         12  all, except 278-A I vote no.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Monserrate.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Aye on

         15  all.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Nelson.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Aye on all.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Perkins.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Aye on all.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Provenzano.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: I vote no

         22  on Intro 93-A, and I vote yes on everything else.

         23  (Audience booing).

         24                 If the people --

         25                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Quiet,
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          2  please. Or we'll have to ask for you to be removed.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO:-- From the

          4  gallery were either at school or a job.

          5                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Please, be

          6  quiet.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: And I vote

          8  yes everything else.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Councilwoman, can you

         10  repeat your vote.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: Okay. I

         12  vote no on Intro. 93-A. You want to boo again?

         13                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: No. No, they

         14  do not want to boo again.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: Okay.

         16                 And yes on the rest.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Quinn.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: Aye on all.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Recchia.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Can I have

         21  permission to vote on the Land Use call ups?

         22                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Aye on all

         24  the Land Use call ups.

         25                 And my I explain

                                                            74

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  my vote on 93-A?

          3                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: On behalf of

          5  all of my constituents in Coney Island, I vote aye.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reed.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: I request

          8  permission to vote aye on all Land Use call ups.

          9                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: And I vote aye

         11  on all other items. Thank you.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reyna.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: Aye on all.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sanders.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Yes to all.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Seabrook.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: A resounding

         18  yes to all.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sears.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Aye, all.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Serrano.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER SERRANO: Aye on all.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Stewart.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: I vote yes,

         25  especially 93-A. Thank you.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vallone.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: No on 93-A

          4  and 278-A; and aye on the rest.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vann.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: With special

          7  emphasis on 93-A, I vote aye on all.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Weprin.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Aye on all.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Yassky.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Request

         12  permission to explain my vote?

         13                 On Intro. 278-A and 281-A, in

         14  particular, I'd like to commend the leadership of

         15  Chair Quinn and Chair Gioia for his work on building

         16  a factual record for this.

         17                 The right to choose, the right to

         18  control over one's own fertility is as important a

         19  right as there is, but we have to not just proclaim

         20  it in court. We have to make it meaningful on the

         21  streets and in the pharmacies of cities like New

         22  York, and that's what this bill helps to do, and

         23  that's what these two bills help to do. I strongly

         24  support them. I vote aye on all.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lopez.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: Permission to

          3  explain my vote?

          4                 I must abstain in M 477 and Reso 823.

          5  I will not take a position on that one because I

          6  don't want to jeopardize or challenge in any way the

          7  Chairmanship of Leroy Comrie.

          8                 I have great respect for him, and I

          9  trust the decision that the Committee made on that.

         10                 In regard of Intro. 93-A and M-482,

         11  one more time, I am in disbelief that in the

         12  economic crisis that we have the Mayor has chosen to

         13  veto this piece of legislation that would guarantee

         14  better opportunities for people to find a job, a job

         15  that is needed more than ever. Therefore, I don't

         16  understand the logic, I don't understand the

         17  intention.

         18                 I vote aye in the removal of that

         19  veto, and I hope that we can understand how

         20  important this is.

         21                 I also want to call the attention to

         22  the Council members that we're voting aye on items

         23  that are going to affect the right to vote for

         24  people with disabilities in this City, and we are

         25  asking the Governor to implement a voting process
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          2  that allow people with disabilities to vote with the

          3  legislation that we pass today here. Thank you. Aye

          4  on all.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Oddo.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: May I be

          7  temporarily excused to explain my vote?

          8                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: I will be voting

         10  with the institution, with the Council, on one of

         11  the four overrides, Intro. 215-A, because I believe

         12  it's a good bill, and whether you've dealt with the

         13  School Construction Authority one day, or for 11

         14  years like I have, you know that there needs to be

         15  more accountability, and I think that Council Member

         16  Moskowitz did a great job with that.

         17                 With respect to the other three

         18  overrides, I hear my colleagues speak, it's clear to

         19  me that the honeymoon is as over as over could be,

         20  which doesn't particularly sadden me, without

         21  getting caught up too much in the jargon of the last

         22  three weeks, that after hearing some of these

         23  speeches, maybe the Bloomberg Administration will

         24  realize that there are other targets of opportunity

         25  out there in the Council other than the three
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          2  republicans.

          3                 With respect to Intro. 93-A. I

          4  believe our job is to strike a balance between the

          5  work requirements and educational opportunities, and

          6  I believe that there's homework and then there's

          7  work. And I spent a huge chunk of my life with my

          8  head buried in a textbook, and I wish someone

          9  somewhere out there considered that work.

         10                 I vote no on 93-A and 278-A and

         11  281-A.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Rivera.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA:  If I may be

         14  excused to explain my vote? Thank you.

         15                 In reference to two of the overrides

         16  that we are doing here today, I would like to make

         17  reference to 215-A. It makes perfect sense in the

         18  fact that New York City now has the authority to run

         19  it's own Educational Department, so I believe the

         20  City Council should have the authority to watch over

         21  and have an oversight and accountability for how the

         22  School Construction Authority actually uses its

         23  money to develop the capital projects here in the

         24  City of New York.

         25                 It's a make sense program. We want to
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          2  have a transparent type of educational system so

          3  that everyone knows that the taxpayers' dollars are

          4  being spent wisely.

          5                 In reference to 93-A, people that

          6  want to better themselves should definitely have the

          7  opportunity to receive a good education and have

          8  that account towards their work. It makes sense, it

          9  takes people off of welfare, and it makes people

         10  develop pride within themselves, and instead of

         11  getting, you know, jobs that really don't amount to

         12  much, now they would have the opportunity to gain an

         13  education and gain the skills and get a meaningful

         14  job and become productive citizens of our City of

         15  New York, and I vote aye on all.

         16                 Thank you very much.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Speaker Mr. Miller.

         18                 SPEAKER MILLER:  Aye.

         19                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: All items on

         20  today's General Order Calendar are adopted by a vote

         21  of 51 in the affirmative, zero in the negative, zero

         22  abstentions.

         23                 With the exception of Intro. 278-A,

         24  which was adopted by a vote of 43 in the

         25  affirmative, eight in the negative, zero
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          2  abstentions. And I 281-A, which was adopted by 47 in

          3  the affirmative -- sorry, 47 in the affirmative,

          4  four in the negative, zero abstentions, and I 93-A

          5  which was adopted by a vote of 46 in the

          6  affirmative, five in the negative, zero abstentions,

          7  and with the exceptions of M 477 and Reso 823, which

          8  was adopted by a vote of 50 in the affirmative and

          9  one abstention. And the revised Land Use Call-Up

         10  vote is 51 in the affirmative and zero in the

         11  negative.

         12                 Introduction and Reading of Bills.

         13                 SPEAKER MILLER: All items are

         14  referred to the Committees as indicated on the

         15  schedule.

         16                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Discussion

         17  of Resolutions. We're only on the resolutions now.

         18                 First, Council Member Barron.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Thank you,

         20  Madam Chair.

         21                 I'd like to encourage my colleagues

         22  to support Resolution 696, that supports the

         23  affirmative action policies in higher education,

         24  particularly at the University of Michigan, and

         25  strongly criticizes the Bush Administration for
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          2  supporting action against affirmative action at the

          3  University of Michigan.

          4                 We need to understand clearly that

          5  there are several ways that you can get into the

          6  University of Michigan, one is to be a child of

          7  alumni, you get 20 percent marking and to be of a

          8  certain ethnic group or live in a certain

          9  geographical area.

         10                 So, affirmative action is not racism

         11  in reverse. It's ironic that programs that were

         12  designed for reversing historic racism are now

         13  called racism in reverse.

         14                 An affirmative action program to

         15  allow those of us who have been subjected to racism

         16  and oppression to get into higher education doesn't

         17  compare to lynching. Lynching is racism, segregation

         18  is racism, not affirmative action. So, I encourage

         19  my colleagues to support this resolution.

         20                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         21  Member Clarke.

         22                 Council Member Avella.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Thank you,

         24  Madam Public Advocate.

         25                 I would just like to bring to my
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          2  colleagues' attention Reso 66-A, which is the

          3  purpose of this resolution is to ask Visa, Master

          4  Card, Discover and American Express, to stop

          5  assisting in the dissemination of material on the

          6  National Alliance website.

          7                 Corporate business practices which

          8  help the spread of racism and violence for the sake

          9  of corporate profits cannot go unopposed.

         10                 Some of my colleagues will remember

         11  in January when I sent around copies of the flyers

         12  that neo-Nazi organizations distribute.

         13  Unfortunately, credit card companies allow people to

         14  go on this website and in effect buy hate material

         15  by credit card.

         16                 This group is anti-Semetic, it

         17  promotes hatred against gay and lesbian groups, or

         18  individuals, as well as every single minority in

         19  this country, as well as advocating the violent

         20  overthrow of the United States government.

         21                 I urge my colleagues to support this.

         22  I appreciate the support of Gifford Miller in

         23  bringing this to the floor today, as well as Chair

         24  DeBlasio, and the 28 of my colleagues who have

         25  signed on as sponsors.
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          2                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Remember,

          3  please, Council member, that you only have one

          4  minute on resolutions.

          5                 Council Member Sanders.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Thank you,

          7  Madam Public Advocate.

          8                 In my one minute or less I'm going to

          9  urge my colleagues to join with me on Resolution

         10  808. This is a resolution, of course, that starts

         11  doing something about the homeless situation in New

         12  York and it deals with the warehousing of land that

         13  we have in New York City.

         14                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: This is on

         15  for later. Excuse me, Council Member, this is on for

         16  later. It's not on now.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Okay. I stand

         18  corrected.

         19                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         20  Member Boyland.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: Greetings. I

         22  want to take a minute to discuss legislation that I

         23  am introducing with the Speaker, Council Member

         24  Gioia, to regulate the practices.

         25                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: These are
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          2  resolutions. We do that in the General Discussion.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: Thank you.

          4                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          5  Member Gallagher.

          6                 Quiet, please.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Thank you,

          8  Madam Public Advocate.

          9                 I'm asking my colleagues to actually

         10  oppose Reso 696, and I'd also like to alert

         11  Councilman Charles Barron that in his one-minute

         12  discussion before he said that the resolution, in

         13  his words, strongly criticize the President, but if

         14  you actually look at the wording of the resolution

         15  it condemns the President of our United States at

         16  this time, and I think that's inappropriate.

         17                 So, I urge you all to vote in

         18  opposition of Reso 696.

         19                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         20  Member Brewer.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Thank you. I

         22  will be supporting the resolutions, but I just want

         23  to caution everyone why it's important to support

         24  445-A. We had a hearing, thanks to Bill Perkins and

         25  Margarita Lopez in identification.
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          2                 I just want to warn you that if you

          3  read it, it's confusing, and where we have to enact

          4  it, if we do, it's going to be more confusing. It

          5  applies to only certain individuals who are

          6  registered under the motor voter or not in place,

          7  and only federal elections, so that the worker at

          8  the polls and the public in general is going to be

          9  thoroughly confused, not to mention the fact that

         10  people like me think we should have identification

         11  in the first place. So, there are several reasons to

         12  support this in the first place.

         13                 Thank you.

         14                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         15  Member Seabrook.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Madam Public

         17  Advocate, I will wait after to speak on Mr. Sanders'

         18  bill.

         19                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         20  Member Perkins.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Thank you

         22  very much.

         23                 I just want to speak on the condemned

         24  notion that was just recently raised.

         25                 The resolution condemns the action,
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          2  not the person. It's not personal. The action taken

          3  by the President against affirmative action is

          4  condemned.

          5                 The President is not personally

          6  attacked in this resolution, and therefore I would

          7  encourage my colleagues to join and support this

          8  resolution, as this Council has even taken an Amicus

          9  Brief in support of affirmative action. Thank you.

         10                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         11  Member Koppell.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Madam Public

         13  Advocate and ladies and gentlemen of the Council, of

         14  course the issue addressed by Resolution 696 is

         15  currently before the Supreme Court of the United

         16  States.

         17                 In my opinion, this is a matter of

         18  the greatest importance, because it has to do with

         19  how our society is going to look in generations to

         20  come.

         21                 It has been said in a number of

         22  articles, that the wonderful model for advancing the

         23  interest of those who have been prejudice and

         24  discriminated against is the United States military,

         25  which has truly become integrated, which has allowed
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          2  those of minority groups to advance to very high

          3  ranks.

          4                 I might note that our Secretary of

          5  State came through with the military, one of the

          6  most respected people in the United States.

          7                 The fact is that affirmative action

          8  is a benefit for everyone, not only for the students

          9  who may get into a University but for everyone in

         10  those universities and institutions of learning, to

         11  have the ability thereby to broaden their

         12  understanding and appreciation of different cultures

         13  and different people and different backgrounds.

         14                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         15  Member, your minute is up.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: That's the

         17  United States that I believe in, and if we abolish

         18  affirmative action, we take a big step backwards

         19  rather than forwards, the direction we should always

         20  be going in.

         21                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

         22  Council member.

         23                 Let's move to the resolution part of

         24  the calendar.

         25                 Council member, if you're going to
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          2  have a no vote, please come up to the desk to

          3  register it.

          4                 Resolution 443. All in favor?

          5                 All opposed?

          6                 Resolution is adopted.

          7                 Resolution 444. All in favor?

          8                 All opposed?

          9                 Resolution is adopted.

         10                 Resolution 445-A. All in favor?

         11                 All opposed?

         12                 Resolution is adopted.

         13                 Resolution 525.

         14                 All in favor?

         15                 All opposed?

         16                 Resolution is adopted.

         17                 Resolution 551-A.

         18                 All in favor?

         19                 All opposed?

         20                 Resolution is adopted.

         21                 Resolution 630-A.

         22                 All in favor?

         23                 All opposed?

         24                 Resolution is adopted.

         25                 Resolution 660-A.
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          2                 All in favor?

          3                 All opposed?

          4                 Resolution is adopted.

          5                 Resolution 696.

          6                 All in favor?

          7                 All opposed?

          8                 Resolution is adopted.

          9                 Resolution 770. All in favor?

         10                 All opposed?

         11                 Resolution is adopted. Thank you.

         12                 General Discussion.

         13                 Council Member Barron.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: I just would

         15  like to bring attention to the date of April 9th is

         16  the birthday of Paul Robeson, a real giant in our

         17  history, and I am encouraging our Council to

         18  acknowledge that, all the work that he's done as an

         19  activist and a champion of human rights causes, and

         20  then I'd like to criticize my colleague, Madeline

         21  Provenzano, for her outrageous remarks, having the

         22  nerve to say that the predominantly black and Latino

         23  people in the gallery should be at some job or in

         24  school when they have a right to take some time off

         25  to come here and speak up for their issues. I think
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          2  it was insulting and she should apologize to them.

          3  If she's big enough to do that, I think it would be

          4  most appropriate.

          5                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          6  Member Nelson.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Thank you,

          8  Madam Public Advocate. Is it two minutes? How much

          9  time do I have?

         10                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: You have two

         11  minutes, we're back on the general order.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Okay, thank

         13  you.

         14                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: I should

         15  tell you one.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Three minutes?

         17  Okay.

         18                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: No way.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Reso 798, I

         20  would like to ask the support of my colleagues on

         21  that commemorating May 6th, a Day of Remembrance,

         22  Israeli soldiers killed in 1948; Reso 799, Israeli

         23  Independence Day commemoration; Reso 800,

         24  commemorating those who perished in the Holocaust.

         25  Reso 800, those three. And Resolution 802. This goes
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          2  into support for fighting men and women. A service

          3  personnel in their for their families who are out

          4  there giving of themselves, so we need to give some

          5  to them.

          6                 Supporting Senate Bill 3283-A, calls

          7  for the institution of the New York USA Proud

          8  Program, and the patriot support of the discount

          9  program. That will provide new and enhanced benefits

         10  to New York Military personnel that will minimize

         11  the destructions that military activation may cause.

         12  Resolution 801, which supports Senate Bill 3289,

         13  calls for New York State Division of Military and

         14  Naval Affairs to provide teleconferencing facilities

         15  accessible to families of personnel ordered to

         16  active duty.

         17                 This will give families an

         18  opportunity to stay in touch with a loved one

         19  overseas and to help keep morale high during their

         20  deployment.

         21                 At this time, the New York State

         22  Assembly has not introduced these bills, so I urge

         23  you to sign onto these bills to encourage the

         24  Assembly to take these bills up in their house and

         25  Reso 803, I believe the co-sponsor Alan Gerson, when
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          2  he states he will be addressing that issue.

          3                 Thank you, Madam Public Advocate.

          4                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          5  Member Gerson.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: That was a

          7  lead-in, Madam Public Advocate.

          8                 Two items. First of all, I think Mike

          9  Nelson, co-chair of the Veterans Committee and Bill

         10  DeBlasio of the General Welfare Committee, Peter

         11  Vallone has joined with us, and all of my

         12  colleagues, all forms of discrimination are

         13  unacceptable and disgusting when based on irrelevant

         14  characteristics. It's especially disgusting at this

         15  time that our service members face the prospect of a

         16  few, and I emphasize it's only a few unscrupulous

         17  landlords trying to exploit a situation of evicting

         18  them or their family from their apartments in order

         19  to increase their rental income at the same time

         20  while these young men and women are fighting for

         21  their rights overseas.

         22                 I could tell you, when I was a JAG

         23  attorney, these cases were outrageous when we dealt

         24  with them. We have a law against them on the books

         25  here in the City and the Resolution calls for the
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          2  City Human Rights Commission to take that law

          3  seriously and do some real action.

          4                 Of course, as I cited Mike Nelson, I

          5  also mean to site Council Member James Sanders, also

          6  a member of the Veterans Committee for his support.

          7                 Madam Public Advocate, if I have 30

          8  more seconds, I just want to thank our Speaker, the

          9  Chair of our Land Use Committee, the Chair Melinda

         10  Katz, the Chair of our Subcommittee Tony Avella, of

         11  the important action, and all of my colleagues on

         12  the Land Use Committee, for your support and action

         13  which you took this morning in voting to down zone

         14  the historic South Street Seaport. This action is

         15  now referred back because we made a modification to

         16  the proposal by the City Planning Commission. It's

         17  referred back to them and a process will ensue.

         18                 But the South Street Seaport is a

         19  treasure for all of us throughout this City, and I

         20  thank my colleagues for supporting our district and

         21  preserving this treasure for our entire City for

         22  generations to come.

         23                 Thank you, Madam Advocate.

         24                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you.

         25  Council Member Perkins.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Thank you

          3  very much.

          4                 I want to call my colleagues'

          5  attention to William E. B. Du Bois, Resolution 804.

          6  This resolution recognizes the 100 year anniversary

          7  of W.E.B. DuBois's masterpiece The Souls of Black

          8  Folk.  The Souls of Black Folk was published on

          9  April 18th, 1903, and is a collection of 14 essays

         10  that have been described as a pivotal text in the

         11  American understanding of the black experience.

         12                 Not only did Du Bois introduce the

         13  concept of "Double Consciousness," which continues

         14  to be a challenge for public servants of color as we

         15  represent the overwhelming needs and the priorities

         16  of our communities, along with the needs of the City

         17  and society at large.

         18                 DuBois also proposes in souls that

         19  "the problem of this 20th century is a problem of

         20  the color line." And it is my belief that the 20th

         21  century problem is now the 21st century problem, for

         22  although there has been a great deal of progress for

         23  many African Americans, for many others, the problem

         24  of the color line continues to persist. We see this

         25  in terms of issues such as infant mortality,
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          2  HIV/AIDS in communities of color, in the pressing

          3  issue of lead poisoning, just to name a few. DuBois

          4  asserted at the time that the "old attitude of

          5  adjustment and submission was damaging to African

          6  Americans and that it contributed to the loss of the

          7  vote, the loss of civil status and lost of aid to

          8  institutions for higher education.

          9                 He emphasized that the right to vote,

         10  civic equality, and the education of our youth are

         11  essential for African American progress. Those words

         12  are still remarkably relevant to our current times,

         13  especially as we consider legislation like Intro.

         14  93-A that provides access and training to people on

         15  public assistance.

         16                 W. DuBois was dedicated to helping

         17  African Americans overcome the scores of racism.  He

         18  was committed to educating and enlightening African

         19  Americans about the need for a more just America and

         20  to help create change.

         21                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: I urge you to

         23  please join in on that resolution. Thank you.

         24                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         25  Member Weprin.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Thank you,

          3  Madam Public Advocate.

          4                 I rise in support and urge my

          5  colleagues to join me in co-sponsoring Resolution

          6  790.

          7                 It was 34 years ago on the steps of

          8  City Hall that constituents and Council members

          9  gathered in support of an experiment that would

         10  overhaul the City's school system and make it more

         11  responsible for local needs.

         12                 The experiment was called

         13  decentralization and it resulted in the creation of

         14  32 districts, each with the superintendent and

         15  support staff.

         16                 This was a local point of a contact

         17  for the community to have involvement with the local

         18  educational process and it worked.

         19                 Parent councils were formed, advisory

         20  committees were set up, an educational system

         21  emerged that not only gave voice to the concerns of

         22  parents and the education of their children, but

         23  made them partners in this process.

         24                 In the community school district

         25  within my Councilmanic district, District 26 and 29,
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          2  the parents embraced this process and for more than

          3  30 years they have worked diligently in helping

          4  their children move ahead, and their children have

          5  succeeded.

          6                 Now we are being told that in

          7  reorganizing the school system, this process which

          8  has provided the parents of school children, direct

          9  local contact is no longer effective. We are being

         10  told that never mind localized school organization,

         11  we are going from districts to regions, we are going

         12  from 20,000 students in a district to 130,000

         13  students, because bigger is better.

         14                 Parents used to addressing their

         15  concerns at a local community district office now

         16  have to go to a regional office, and while parents

         17  in the City's district come to these regional

         18  centers, who knows them, what institutional history

         19  will exist as to local schools and their problems.

         20                 In addition, we are being told that

         21  emptying out of district office is a cost-saving

         22  device. Yet the dismembering of these offices into a

         23  large bureaucratic region comes at a substantial

         24  educational and social price. You see, the districts

         25  will be supervised by administrators who will
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          2  oversee clusters of ten schools each and be paid

          3  salaries in the six figure range.

          4                 Nowhere in this entire process has

          5  anyone pointed out that state law demands that there

          6  exists within the City's school system 30 to 37

          7  community school districts, state legislation is

          8  being introduced to clarify this and I urge my

          9  colleagues to support Resolution 790 to allow for

         10  local contact at a local district office of a school

         11  district. Thank you.

         12                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         13  Member Boyland.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: Greetings. I

         15  want to take a moment to discuss legislation that I

         16  am introducing with the Speaker and Council Member

         17  Gioia to regulate the practices of private child

         18  support collection agencies.

         19                 I also want to take the time to thank

         20  Council Member Reed for his work on this issue.

         21                 Private debt collection agencies that

         22  offer to collect orders of child support represent

         23  an industry that has emerged in the last decade or

         24  so.

         25                 These agencies say that they will
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          2  collect child support for parents when nothing is

          3  coming, yet they don't seem to disclose practices

          4  that look a lot like predatory lending and are

          5  targeted at the working family for all walks of

          6  life.

          7                 In particular, many agencies charge

          8  fees ranging from 25 to 35 percent of the child

          9  support payments that they collect.

         10                 These agencies also do seem to

         11  disclose hidden application and legal fees, and

         12  these agencies are said to take cuts for money that

         13  are government office collected and have no hand in

         14  collecting it.

         15                 Private child support collection

         16  agencies often demand contracts that are almost

         17  impossible to get out of, and these agencies are

         18  also used to harassing and abusive tactics both on

         19  the custodial and noncustodial parents that collect

         20  the support and the payments that they want.

         21                 Unfortunately, these agencies are not

         22  well regulated. Because of the quirks in the law,

         23  federal law covering debt collection agencies does

         24  not apply. The state does not regulate these

         25  agencies and the City regulations are not explicit
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          2  and stating that child support collection agencies

          3  are required to follow our law.

          4                 That's why I'm introducing

          5  legislation with the Speaker and Council Member

          6  Gioia and Council Member Reed to set ground rules.

          7                 This legislation will limit the fees

          8  that private child support collection agencies can

          9  charge parents. This legislation will also prevent

         10  these companies from collecting fees for money that

         11  a government entity collected and this bill will

         12  make it very clear that child support collection

         13  agencies are covered by consumer protection law.

         14                 I hope and thank you, Madam Public

         15  Advocate, for giving me the opportunity to express

         16  that.

         17                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you.

         18  Please try to limit your comments to two minutes,

         19  we've got a lot of people coming down the pike.

         20                 Council Member Seabrook.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Thank you,

         22  Madam Public Advocate. I certainly thank you for

         23  lessening the volume here.

         24                 I rise in support of Resolution 808

         25  because I think it's very important that one of the
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          2  main issues that we have is for housing issues, and

          3  as you see that there is a tremendous amount of

          4  vacant lots and it is our hopes that I rise to

          5  support Councilman Sanders' bill, Resolution 808,

          6  because I think it would serve a tremendous impact

          7  on our communities where people who are making less

          8  than $40,000 will have a tremendous opportunity to

          9  have affordable housing.

         10                 So, if we can use those vacant lots

         11  to satisfy the needs of those who are in need, it

         12  would certainly be a tremendous benefit. So, I would

         13  hope that my colleagues would support that

         14  resolution 808, and I also would urge support of

         15  Resolution 804, in reference to W.E.B. DuBois, who

         16  had a tremendous impact on American history and also

         17  on sociology in America, where he worked to train

         18  many of those who were coming out of the University

         19  of Atlanta as well, and the dream was to have a

         20  unified United States of Africa and that's where he

         21  died and it is our hope that we will understand that

         22  DuBois was right on time when he said the problem of

         23  the 20th century and now in the 21st century is the

         24  question of the color line and so how profound.

         25                 And last, but not least, Resolution
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          2  792, is probably one of the most unrecognized and

          3  most distinguished American citizen that have walked

          4  the streets of New York and that's Paul Robeson,

          5  Sr., a man of impeccable character and one who has

          6  laid so much, and I would hope and I'm going to cut

          7  off very short, Paul Robeson has been a tremendous

          8  impact and it is our hope that we can take just one

          9  of the beliefs of Paul Robeson, in which he said,

         10  and this Council should have as its symbol, we

         11  should never compromise our principals one

         12  thousandth of an inch.

         13                 Thank you, Council member.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Thank you very

         15  much.

         16                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Please, your

         17  voices are getting higher and higher.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: May I just begin

         19  by saying hearing our good colleague Charles Barron

         20  ask for an apology from Council Member Provenzano is

         21  kind of funny. If we were of the inclination to ask

         22  Council Member Barron for apologies, I think he

         23  would lead the lead in that.

         24                 But that's not why I rise. Here's a

         25  statement that I'm sure I'm not the first person to
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          2  make, but I spent two and a half of the most bizarre

          3  hours imaginable at 110 Livingston Street yesterday.

          4                 I testified at an educational law

          5  proceeding against a teacher on Staten Island who

          6  pled guilty to a class D felony. He was in

          7  possession of cocaine and marijuana, and is now

          8  seeking his job back.

          9                 In May of 2002, he pled guilty to

         10  this class B felony. By all accounts, he probably

         11  should have been sentenced anywhere between 30 and

         12  90 days after that time.

         13                 He has not been sentenced and there's

         14  a reason why. His sentence has been held in obeyance

         15  until he completes a drug program, at which time

         16  there is a strong possibility that his plea

         17  agreement will be vacated or will be lowered down

         18  with an ACD. Meaning that there's a very good

         19  possibility that this individual will get his job

         20  back, and the idea of having someone who was given

         21  the privilege of teaching our kids who obliterated

         22  that privilege by engaging in illegal activity and

         23  illegal drug activity, getting back into the

         24  classroom is anathema to us, and we don't want him,

         25  Council Members Lanza, McMahon and I, don't want him
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          2  not only on IS 72 on Staten Island or any other

          3  school in Staten Island, we don't want him dumped on

          4  any other borough. He has forfeited that right, he

          5  has violated that trust, and it's a scary day when

          6  all of us individually and collectively are trying

          7  to change this education system when a guy like this

          8  potentially can get back into the classroom.

          9                 So, I just ask all my colleagues to

         10  be wary and we will keep you up to date on what's

         11  happening. Because he may be on Staten Island Today

         12  but he may be in Bronx and Brooklyn and Queens

         13  tomorrow.

         14                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you.

         15                 Council Member Recchia.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Yes, I will

         17  ask all of my colleagues to sign on Intro. 807,

         18  that's asking the Governor to reinstate the money

         19  for the NORCs, those are small senior programs in

         20  New York City. It's a shame that the Governor

         21  refuses to fund them, they're funded by the State,

         22  and his attitude is, well, it's a downstate program,

         23  there's only two NORC's in upstate New York.

         24                 This is essential to all our seniors

         25  and I asked all my colleagues to please sign on.
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          2                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

          3  Council member.

          4                 Council Member DeBlasio.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER DeBLASIO: Thank you,

          6  Madam Advocate.

          7                 I want to first say that just a few

          8  moments ago I saw my predecessor Steve DiBrienza

          9  here in the Chamber. I want to thank him as well for

         10  his ground-breaking efforts that led us to the point

         11  in this new session where we could pass the access

         12  to training and education bill, because he carried

         13  the ball a lot of the way to get us to where we are

         14  today.

         15                 I also want to say, related to the

         16  recent news of layoffs and the upcoming budget

         17  proposal from the Mayor, I am particularly concerned

         18  at the combined impact on the Administration for

         19  Children's Services.

         20                 We are already seeing in the last

         21  budget proposal from the Mayor, a huge impact on our

         22  ability to prevent child abuse and to protect

         23  disadvantaged children.

         24                 I'm very concerned that the next

         25  budget proposal will even be worse.
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          2                 But on top of that, the layoffs that

          3  have been initiated disproportionately affect the

          4  Administration for Children's Services. In fact, out

          5  of the several thousand layoffs, 848 would affect

          6  the Administration for Children's Services.

          7                 So, on top of the cuts to

          8  programming, there would also be very severe cuts in

          9  terms of the number of personnel of that agency, and

         10  I can't say clearly enough, that is the agency that

         11  protects our children from harm and without

         12  sufficient personnel it is impossible to

         13  appropriately prevent child abuse and to monitor

         14  children who may be in danger.

         15                 So, I would simply ask my colleagues

         16  to help us to ensure that those layoffs are turned

         17  back and the budget cuts are restored for

         18  Administration for Children's Services. Thank you.

         19                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         20  Member Rivera.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: Thank you very

         22  much. Today we introduce a piece of legislation,

         23  430, that puts our children's security and safety

         24  first. And the reason why we are doing this is

         25  because the theme of No Child Left Behind is a very
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          2  good theme, but we cannot forget our children that

          3  go to non-public schools in the City of New York.

          4                 Pretty much what this piece of

          5  legislation would do is provide the same level of

          6  security that our public school systems receive to

          7  receive the same level of security in the non-public

          8  schools at a time when we are at war, at a time when

          9  our terror alert in the City of New York is high,

         10  and at a time that we've been victimized so much in

         11  the previous years, I think it is important that the

         12  security and the safety of all of our children be

         13  first at hand, and that the City Council move

         14  forward on this piece of legislation, and I urge all

         15  of our colleagues here in the City Council to sign

         16  onto Intro. 430, which is a very good piece of

         17  legislation that promotes the safety of our children

         18  here in the City of New York.

         19                 Thank you very much.

         20                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         21  Member Sanders.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Thank you,

         23  Madam Public Advocate.

         24                 Madam Public Advocate, of course you

         25  know that ten New York City neighborhoods contain
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          2  more than 40 percent of the vacant City land,

          3  City-owned land in New York City.

          4                 You also know, of course, that many

          5  of these lots that are there are, 25 percent as a

          6  matter of fact, are in horrible shape, and that the

          7  City is spending $8 million a year to clean these

          8  lots. We're supposed to get the money back from the

          9  people who own these lots, and some of them are more

         10  than 18 months behind in their taxes, costing the

         11  City a million dollars a year.

         12                 Now, I'm not going to tell you how

         13  dangerous these lots become and how the health

         14  hazards will become. I will tell you that we, the

         15  City Council and our great Mayor, is allowing this

         16  to happen. We're not doing anything about it because

         17  we haven't set any standard.

         18                 Now, we have a homelessness problem

         19  in this City that is out of control. We have a

         20  chance to sit down with the Mayor, if we vote for

         21  resolution 808 and determine what we are going to do

         22  with these lots. What percentage will be for

         23  affordable housing.

         24                 What percentage will be for business

         25  development and other very worthy reasons. So, I'm
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          2  calling on all of my colleagues to support

          3  resolution 808, and I'm going to give my 32 seconds

          4  to whoever needs it.

          5                 Thank you very much.

          6                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: You know,

          7  I'm keeping a bank.

          8                 Council Member Brewer.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Thank you. I'm

         10  trying to bring the City into the 22nd Century, and

         11  one way to do it is to support three intros which we

         12  introduced today. One would codify an executive

         13  order signed by the last Mayor, which would in fact

         14  put into law that the City of New York, DoITT in

         15  particular, must give us a plan somewhat similar to

         16  the capital budget plan that was outlined today in

         17  the Intro. that we overrode.

         18                 And the second would mandate that

         19  every five years the same agency would give us a

         20  forecast as to what technology would look like.

         21                 I think we are caught in current

         22  situation where we're behind the 8 ball because we

         23  haven't been doing technology planning.

         24                 At a meeting the other day with 25

         25  wireless companies, you could see the challenge that
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          2  the City of New York is facing by not keeping up,

          3  despite their best efforts.

          4                 And then, finally, something that my

          5  colleagues are familiar with. Crosswalks, again,

          6  because the City of New York is not keeping up with

          7  technology, we haven't figured out a way of making

          8  sure that the past viewings of Crosswalks, they are

          9  in fact thrown out after six months, and the idea is

         10  that there are inexpensive technologies that can

         11  retain the video, which might not have existed in

         12  the past.

         13                 So, I urge your support of all three

         14  intros.

         15                 And then, finally, we have a tour of

         16  Mouse coming up in the near future. That is a

         17  non-profit doing technology in the schools. I hope

         18  you can join us right here at the High School of

         19  Finance, here near City Hall.

         20                 Thank you very much, Madam Chair.

         21                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         22  Member Gallagher.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Thank you,

         24  Madam Public Advocate.

         25                 I rise, after hearing the dreadful
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          2  news from the Blue Ribbon Commission that we're

          3  facing a closing of firehouses throughout this City,

          4  to say that I think that's a very foolish idea.

          5                 Some time ago I challenged this body

          6  by introducing legislation on campaign finance

          7  reform that would take the matching dollars from

          8  four to one and reducing it from two to one and from

          9  five to one for those who don't participate the

         10  three to one, which would save this City $7 million

         11  in this Fiscal Year and $27 million over three

         12  fiscal years. Just to let you know, my colleagues,

         13  that this would help save many of the firehouses in

         14  this City in this tough time of budget.

         15                 I don't believe that we in this

         16  Council should be taking money from political

         17  campaigns at a time of such budget deficits when we

         18  can save firehouses or youth programs or aging

         19  programs. So, I encourage my colleagues to please

         20  join with me, get this bill to the floor and vote it

         21  out so that we could save some money in the City of

         22  New York and perhaps save some lives in public

         23  safety too.

         24                 Thank you.

         25                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,
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          2  Council member.

          3                 Council Member Felder.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Thank you. I

          5  want to thank my colleague James Sanders for giving

          6  me the extra 32 seconds. I appreciate it.

          7                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: You don't

          8  have any minutes in your bank. Two minutes.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Okay.

         10                 I want to ask my colleagues to please

         11  make sure to sign onto, as prime sponsors, Intro.

         12  430, which would require the Department of Education

         13  to provide security for all children in this City.

         14                 Back with my visual aids. I don't

         15  think anybody knows the difference, whether these

         16  kids are Muslim, Catholic, Jewish or whether they're

         17  in private schools or public schools. They all

         18  deserve to be safe, and at the present time the City

         19  provides transportation, lunches, textbooks, title 1

         20  and a variety of other services to all children in

         21  the City, and particularly with security concerns

         22  that exist, and I'm honored that the Speaker has

         23  decided to join me at this time. That I think it's

         24  critical that we provide security and safety for all

         25  the children in this City.
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          2                 Thank you.

          3                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you.

          4                 Council Member Foster.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: I rise because

          6  I take exception to the statement made by Council

          7  Member Oddo, and I'm sorry he is leaving the room.

          8                 I disagree with him on many issues,

          9  but I don't think I've ever been rude or

         10  disrespectful, and I had planned to speak to

         11  Madeline about her comments privately, but wrong is

         12  wrong, and I don't ever think we need to try to

         13  disregard or qualify someone's incorrect statements

         14  by saying one needs to apologize versus the other.

         15                 I think that what was said was rude

         16  and insensitive and if you think that way then in a

         17  public office you should definitely keep to

         18  yourself. And I think it's important that we as

         19  colleagues hold each other, our feet to the fire

         20  when we say things incorrectly, and when I disagree

         21  with Charles Barron I let him know that, and I don't

         22  ever think ever we need to put one apology against

         23  the other, because if you're wrong, you're wrong,

         24  and in this case Madeline's statement was wrong,

         25  insensitive, incorrect, and she doesn't owe me an
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          2  apology because I wasn't in the balcony, but she

          3  does owe those people who have the right to be down

          4  here an apology. And any time we engage in behavior

          5  that is rude, all of us need to be called on it, no

          6  matter what side of the republican, democrat,

          7  liberal, non-liberal fence we sit, because it's up

          8  to us as legislators, but most importantly as

          9  colleagues, to be able to communicate with each

         10  other in a respectful way. And as I said, I have

         11  always worked well with you, though I disagree most

         12  of the times with what you think, and you probably

         13  disagree with what I think, but we are products of

         14  our environment, and it's important that we do this

         15  and do it in a respectful manner, not only to each

         16  other but also to the constituents who have a right

         17  to be up in the balcony that pay for us to be here.

         18                 Thank you.

         19                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

         20  Council member.

         21                 Council Member Clarke.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Thank you.

         23                 I wanted to just bring to the

         24  attention of my colleagues the resolution that has

         25  been introduced today. It's regarding SUNY Downstate
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          2  and it's urging the Governor of the State of New

          3  York to rescind his proposal to privatize services

          4  within the State University of New York Hospital,

          5  and repeal his position of changing the current

          6  status of SUNY Teaching Hospitals to not-for-profit

          7  institutions.

          8                 My colleagues, we should be aware

          9  that this is a move afoot in this year's budget, and

         10  privatization would mean the virtual loss of civil

         11  service employee status for thousands of SUNY

         12  hospital workers, resulting in the permanent loss of

         13  pension benefits, current contractual rights, and

         14  benefits and possible reductions in salaries. I'm

         15  also concerned about what this transmission would

         16  mean for health care in a community that is already

         17  struggling with many health care disadvantages.

         18                 So, I urge each of you to really

         19  support this measure, it's important that we send a

         20  message to the Governor during this very critical

         21  time that selling out our assets is not the way out

         22  of this fiscal crisis, but that there needs to be

         23  much more innovation and creativity, and where

         24  health care is concerned we really cannot afford to

         25  make these types of compromises.
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          2                 Thank you very much, Madam Chair.

          3                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

          4  Council Member.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: That's for

          6  Resolution 93.

          7                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Anybody

          8  else?

          9                 Meeting is adjourned.

         10                 (Hearing concluded at 3:50 p.m.)
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          2              CERTIFICATION

          3

          4

          5     STATE OF NEW YORK   )

          6     COUNTY OF NEW YORK  )

          7

          8

          9                 I, CINDY MILLELOT, a Certified

         10  Shorthand Reporter and Notary Public in and for the

         11  State of New York, do hereby certify that the

         12  foregoing is a true and accurate transcript of the

         13  within proceeding.

         14                 I further certify that I am not

         15  related to any of the parties to this action by

         16  blood or marriage, and that I am in no way

         17  interested in the outcome of this matter.

         18                 IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto

         19  set my hand this 9th day of April 2003.
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          9            I, CINDY MILLELOT, a Certified Shorthand

         10  Reporter and a Notary Public in and for the State of

         11  New York, do hereby certify the aforesaid to be a

         12  true and accurate copy of the transcription of the

         13  audio tapes of this hearing.
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