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          2                 SPEAKER MILLER: We have some great

          3  New Yorkers, extraordinary individuals who are here

          4  with us today, and who the Council is honoring for

          5  their commitment to culture, to the arts and to New

          6  York City.

          7                 And I'd like to ask Tim Robbins, Ruby

          8  Dee and Ossie Davis to come forward at this point.

          9                 We're going to present each of you

         10  with proclamations, which is the least that our City

         11  could do.

         12                 Now, as a Council we feel so strongly

         13  that the arts and cultural institutions and

         14  programming are critical to the future of the City

         15  of New York, and we recognize each of your

         16  achievements as extraordinary in its own right, but

         17  also that each of you take the time to devote your

         18  personal commitment to making sure that other

         19  artists and other individuals have the opportunity

         20  to achieve great things, and that's really what I

         21  think ultimately New York City is about.

         22                 New York City is not a good City,

         23  it's a great City, and the difference between being

         24  a good City and a great City is in that intangible,

         25  it's in the opportunity that so many New Yorkers
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          2  come here to inspire and to give others a chance to

          3  expand their horizons, particularly generations upon

          4  generations as they come here and a chance to

          5  experience something is bigger, that is better, that

          6  is bolder than they otherwise have ever had a

          7  chance. That's the difference between the City being

          8  a good City and a great City.

          9                 So, we're so honored to have the

         10  opportunity to honor you for your achievements and

         11  thank you for everything you've done for the City,

         12  and at this point we'd ask for the Clerk to read the

         13  proclamation, and then we would like to hear a few

         14  words from each of you.

         15                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: City of New York,

         16  Proclamation.

         17                 WHEREAS: The Council of the City of

         18  New York is pleased and proud to recognize those

         19  individuals and institutions that make New York the

         20  cultural capitol of the world: And

         21                 WHEREAS: Art and culture form the

         22  heart and soul of New York for New Yorkers and are a

         23  powerful magnet for visitors from across the nation

         24  and around the globe: And

         25                 WHEREAS: The vibrant economic sector
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          2  represented by New York's museums, zoos and gardens,

          3  dance and ballet companies, film, theater and

          4  galleries, from world- class professionals to

          5  community- based artists, makes New York vital as a

          6  center of commerce and appealing as a place to live

          7  and work; and

          8                 WHEREAS: Artists and performers,

          9  curators and choreographers, horticulturist and

         10  zoologists, musicians and science educators,

         11  supported by thousands of dedicated staff, daily

         12  create the plays, art, music, dance, and exhibits

         13  that attract us to our performance centers, museums

         14  and science centers for inspiration, recreation and

         15  enlightenment; and

         16                 WHEREAS: New York's cultural

         17  institutions annually devote thousands of hours to

         18  community events and programs, the education of New

         19  York's schoolchildren and the training of their

         20  teachers; and

         21                 WHEREAS: The long- standing and

         22  successful partnership between New York's creative

         23  community and institutions of art and culture has

         24  flourished because of the city's modest but reliable

         25  investment in those institutions, artists and
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          2  performers, and the creative sector as a whole; and

          3                 WHEREAS: The City Council strongly

          4  supports the essential partnership between the City

          5  and the cultural sector, and salutes three

          6  outstanding performers from New York's cultural

          7  community whose work in both creating art and

          8  promoting culture is essential for our City's

          9  vitality; now, therefore

         10                 BE IT KNOWN: That the Council of the

         11  City of New York honors Tim Robbins, Ruby Dee, and

         12  Ossie Davis for distinguished contributions to

         13  culture.

         14                 Signed this 14th day in the year Two

         15  Thousand and Three, Gifford Miller, Speaker for the

         16  Entire Council.

         17                 SPEAKER MILLER: We are truly honored

         18  by each of your presence and would be very, very

         19  graced if you would say a few words.

         20                 If you would start, Ruby, we would be

         21  so honored, to say a few words.

         22                 MS. DEE: I'm standing here, I stand

         23  here with you as one of the products of the New York

         24  City school system, from grade school onto college.

         25  I know how important it is, this support for
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          2  education and cultural institutions.

          3                 But I'm standing up also a little bit

          4  angry because here we are, we're awfully nice

          5  people, it's a terrible thing that we're standing

          6  here pleading for funds for the arts and for

          7  education. How dare we do it? I feel we're being

          8  treated like we belong under that title, the

          9  globalization of poverty. Because when you start

         10  discrediting the libraries and all the cultural

         11  institutions, and education, and cutting back then

         12  funds, well somebody says, well, $25,000 funds and a

         13  little bit here or a little bit here this hear and

         14  that year, but there's something wrong at the heart,

         15  at the base of our country, and it's reflected here

         16  in our City, and we've got to get busy. We've got to

         17  get busy and strong. We don't use switchblades

         18  anymore in the street, as educated people, but what

         19  I'm telling you, we have to be aware that the

         20  switchblades are out there and the greed is in the

         21  saddle, and the bullets are flying, and they're

         22  flying against all of the civilizing impulses by

         23  which we live.

         24                 Thank you.

         25                 SPEAKER MILLER: I would say follow
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          2  that, but you've been doing it all your life.

          3                 MR. DAVIS: Thank you, Speaker

          4  Gilbert, and I thank the City Council, not only for

          5  presenting us with these tokens of your

          6  appreciation, but for giving us the chance to

          7  express our appreciation for you, for your long

          8  fight to sustain the cultural vitality of this City,

          9  and for the fight that you're putting up now. We

         10  come not only to receive these honors, but to join

         11  you as fellow foot soldiers in this struggle to

         12  reclaim the basic nature of this great City of New

         13  York.

         14                 I can't think that the world looking

         15  at us for some queue as to how to behave itself. I

         16  can't think how we can let the world down by being

         17  in a less of the New York we've always been.

         18                 How will they ever know that this

         19  economic mess that we're in is over? How will we say

         20  to the world that the recession is finished and

         21  we're back on the path?

         22                 New York must give the signal. Wall

         23  Street by day and Broadway by night. The world will

         24  look at us and we can do it. We can do it, and we're

         25  glad to join with the City Council in its effort to
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          2  restore the cuts that we need so desperately to

          3  maintain our artistic integrity.

          4                 I thank you.

          5                 MR. ROBBINS: I grew up in a

          6  low-income household on King Street in Manhattan,

          7  and though money was often short, I had an amazing

          8  array of cultural institutions that I could go to as

          9  a child, free of charge. Free of charge. I can't

         10  tell you how important those words were to me when I

         11  was a kid. Because I couldn't afford Broadway shows,

         12  and I couldn't afford a lot of the other cultural

         13  institutions that cost money, but I could afford to

         14  go to the museum and I could afford to go to

         15  Shakespeare in the Park, and I did have my horizons

         16  widened as a child. Due to the generosity and vision

         17  of the City of New York, I was exposed to so many

         18  different experiences. I was able, through that

         19  generosity to have avenues open to me, avenues of

         20  the mind and imagination and wonder, and I heard

         21  music I would never have been able to hear, and I

         22  was able to travel the world I could never afford,

         23  and I enrolled in free courses and theater and art

         24  and music, and I was given a gift of wonder by the

         25  City of New York.
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          2                 When I was 12 I started working in

          3  the theatre and we would pack up our truck in the

          4  summers and we'd put a stage in the truck and our

          5  back-drop and costumes and props and we'd go down to

          6  different neighborhoods in New York and bring

          7  theatre to all different neighborhoods in New York

          8  City. The theatre called The Theatre For New York

          9  City is still around, and they still do this Summer

         10  Theatre Program, and sometimes bringing theatre to

         11  people that had never seen theatre before, and

         12  turning them onto the whole idea of theatre.

         13                 What does that do? That introduces a

         14  concept to children, and it introduces it,

         15  essentially a brand new audience member to theaters,

         16  paying theatres that will eventually reap the

         17  benefits of that. This expression "give a man a fish

         18  and he'll eat for a day, and if you teach a man to

         19  fish he'll eat for the rest of his life," I think

         20  the same thing goes for the arts, because I grew up

         21  with so much cultural life around me, I can't live

         22  without it. Not only do I feel like I'm a better

         23  citizen, a better person, because of my being

         24  exposed to so much, but I also feel I'm forever

         25  intoxicated by culture and I seek it out and I seek
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          2  to give my money to it.

          3                 I know this: I know that I was paid

          4  $25 a week to be in a show when I was a kid, partly

          5  by the City of New York, and that $25, that

          6  investment, I don't know, had it not been for that

          7  $25, I don't know that I would have grown into the

          8  actor I became, and I can tell you, from the

          9  millions of dollars I've paid in taxes, I think the

         10  benefits have been pretty damn good.

         11                 Remember, television is free. You

         12  know, a dull mind is not a creative consumer. A

         13  turned on person becomes a better consumer, it's

         14  better for the economy. If you've got someone who is

         15  seeking out experience in culture, that's the cost

         16  we'll have to pay if we cut our culture

         17  institutions, not only will we be bankrupting our

         18  children's imaginations, but we will be bankrupting

         19  our culture institutions, because it is a long-term

         20  investment that we're dealing with, and if you would

         21  invest in the children right now, in giving them the

         22  gift of culture, they will give it back to you

         23  generation upon generation by providing you with

         24  money that it takes to drive a cultural institution.

         25                 So, please, please. Mayor Bloomberg,
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          2  please think twice about this cut. It's not a wise

          3  decision to cut the cultural institutions, they're

          4  too important to the vitality and life of this City.

          5  Thank you.

          6                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you.

          7                 We also have the Chair of the

          8  Cultural Affairs Committee, Jose Serrano, who is

          9  here with us today, and join us in honoring, and all

         10  of the members of the Council, this is the first

         11  time that the Council had its own just Cultural

         12  Affairs Committee, I must say its leadership has

         13  been extraordinary in leading the entire body. And

         14  we're also very, very grateful for you to be here.

         15  It really means a lot to us and I think a lot to all

         16  New Yorkers. So, thank you very much.

         17                 If any of the members of the press

         18  have follow-up questions, we're going to have Tim,

         19  Ossie and Ruby go down to the Red Room, so members

         20  of the press can go down to the Red Room and take

         21  questions.

         22                 My colleagues, we have another great

         23  New Yorker and great American who has contributed

         24  greatly to this City, and Council Member Charles

         25  Barron has arranged for us to have the opportunity

                                                            14

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  to honor him.

          3                 Councilman Barron, if you would say a

          4  few words and call up our great honoree.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Thank you very

          6  much, Mr. Speaker.

          7                 Ladies and gentlemen, we were

          8  honoring stars today. We honored Danny Glover, and

          9  we honored the three stars that you've just seen

         10  here a moment ago.

         11                 There's another star in the House.

         12  East New York is in the House and we want our

         13  Superintendent Victor Rodriguez to come forward.

         14  Give him a big hand-clap. And we are so grateful

         15  that Victor Rodriguez was able to get two of our

         16  schools off the SURR list, and this is a phenomenal

         17  feat. So, we honor him today, Mr. Speaker, we thank

         18  you so much.

         19                 SPEAKER MILLER: If we could ask the

         20  Clerk to read the proclamation.

         21                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: The Council, City

         22  of New York, Proclamation.

         23

         24  The Council of the City of New York is pleased and

         25  proud to honor Victor R. Rodriguez for his
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          2  exceptional contribution to the education of our

          3  children: And

          4                 WHEREAS: It is the tradition and

          5  custom of the New York City Council to honor the

          6  accomplishments of its finest citizens; and

          7                 WHEREAS: Victor Rodriguez is a

          8  product of East New York who is giving back to the

          9  community through his hard work and selfless

         10  devotion to the cause of education and the needs of

         11  children; and

         12                 WHEREAS: As Superintendent of

         13  District 19, Mr. Rodriguez has put children first

         14  and created conditions within our schools where

         15  effective teaching and standard- based instructions

         16  is promoted. He has created a climate of quality

         17  teaching and learning as reflected by the removal of

         18  five schools from the SURR List during his tenure;

         19  and

         20                 WHEREAS: Superintendent Rodriguez has

         21  been committed to parent leadership and development,

         22  resulting in Community School District 19 being the

         23  number district in the City of New York to recruit

         24  and train parent volunteer learning leaders, he has

         25  led District 19 to the distinction of being only one
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          2  of thirteen districts in NYC to register a positive

          3  growth in both reading and mathematics; and

          4                 WHEREAS: For his educational

          5  leadership, focused vision and powerful commitment,

          6  Victor Rodriguez has been awarded numerous awards

          7  and high honors, including being named, Educator of

          8  the Year, by Phi Delta Kappa in 1995, Supervisor of

          9  the Year for District 19 in 1999, and Outstanding

         10  Educator of the Year, by the Middle School

         11  Principals' Association in 2001; and

         12                 WHEREAS: A true educator of

         13  distinction and humanitarian of the highest order,

         14  Victor Rodriguez has enriched our City with

         15  contributions and is worthy of our enduring praise

         16  and gratitude; now, therefore

         17                 BE IT KNOWN: That the Council of the

         18  City of New York most gratefully honors,

         19  Superintendent Victor R. Rodriguez, for maintaining

         20  the highest possible standards in education and for

         21  committing himself to a rigorous and expansive

         22  approach to teaching our children.

         23                 Signed this 12th day of May in the

         24  year Two Thousand and Three by Gifford Miller,

         25  Speaker For The Entire Council, and Charles Barron,
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          2  Council Member, 42nd District, Brooklyn.

          3                 SPEAKER MILLER: Superintendent

          4  Rodriguez, we're honored by your presence and it

          5  would be appreciated if you would grace us with a

          6  few words.

          7                 SUPERINTENDENT RODRIGUEZ: It is

          8  indeed a pleasure today for me to be here before the

          9  Council.

         10                 I want to thank my Councilmen, both

         11  of them, from the 42nd Councilmatic District,

         12  Charles Barron, and from the 37th Councilmatic

         13  District, Erik Dilan, for all of the support that

         14  they've given our district in the forefront fighting

         15  for our dollars and fighting for the special

         16  programs that so truly are important for a needy

         17  district like East New York and Cypress Hills.

         18                 I also want to thank my parents, that

         19  they're all here. As you can see, during this time

         20  of uncertainty and restructuring, it is important

         21  that District 19 gets the due recognition of the

         22  good things that we're doing because we are

         23  certainly moving in the right direction. Getting

         24  five schools off the SURR list in two years is not

         25  an easy task, and that we as a community have been
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          2  able to come together and do that.

          3                 I also want to thank my school board

          4  members who are here with me today, and my good

          5  friend Yvonne Armstrong from days past, and Anthony

          6  Miranda, who is here also to join us. So, I thank

          7  you so much for bestowing a special honor on me.

          8                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you. Thank you.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Madam Public

         10  Advocate, can we start the meeting?

         11                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA:

         12  Sergeant-of-Arms, can we please remove that Council

         13  member?

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Second.

         15                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: The Stated

         16  Meeting of May 14th, please come to order.

         17                 Roll call.

         18                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Addabbo.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Here.

         20                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Avella.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Here.

         22                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Baez.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ: Here.

         24                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Barron.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Here.
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          2                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Boyland.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: Here.

          4                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Brewer.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Here.

          6                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Clarke.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Here.

          8                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Comrie.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Here.

         10                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Davis.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER DAVIS: Here.

         12                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: DeBlasio.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEBLASIO: Here.

         14                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Dilan.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER MALAVE-DILAN: Here.

         16                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Espada.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER ESPADA: Here.

         18                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Felder.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Here.

         20                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Fidler.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Here.

         22                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Foster.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Here.

         24                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gallagher.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Here.
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          2                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gennaro.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Here.

          4                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gentile.

          5                 (No response.)

          6                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gerson.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Here.

          8                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gioia.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: Here.

         10                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gallagher.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Here.

         12                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gonzalez.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER GONZALEZ: Here.

         14                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Jackson.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Here.

         16                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Jennings.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER JENNINGS: Here.

         18                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Katz.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Here.

         20                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Koppell.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Here.

         22                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Lanza.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER LANZA: Here.

         24                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Liu.

         25                 (No response.)
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          2                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Lopez.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: Here.

          4                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Martinez.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Here.

          6                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: McMahon.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Here.

          8                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Monserrate.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Here.

         10                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Moskowitz.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER MOSKOWITZ: Here.

         12                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Nelson.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Here.

         14                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Perkins.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Presente'.

         16                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Provenzano.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: Here.

         18                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Quinn.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: Here.

         20                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Recchia.

         21                 (No response.)

         22                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Reed.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: Here.

         24                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Reyna.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: Here.
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          2                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gonzales.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER GONZALES: Here.

          4                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Sanders.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Here.

          6                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Seabrook.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Here.

          8                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Sears.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Here.

         10                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Serrano.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER SERRANO: Here.

         12                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Stewart.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Yes.

         14                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Vallone.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Here.

         16                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Vann.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Here.

         18                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Weprin.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Here.

         20                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Yassky.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Here.

         22                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Oddo.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Here.

         24                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Rivera.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: Here.
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          2                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Speaker Miller.

          3                 SPEAKER MILLER: Here.

          4                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: A quorum is

          5  present. We will now have the invocation given by

          6  the venerable ArchDeacon Reverend Bernard Young,

          7  from the Episcopal ArchDeacon of Queens and Rector

          8  of St. Albans the Martyr, St. Albans Queens.

          9                 Please rise for the Invocation.

         10                 ARCHDEACON YOUNG: Let's bow our heads

         11  in prayer, please.

         12                 Almighty God, in your word you have

         13  given us a vision of that holy City to which the

         14  nations of the world bring their glory; look down

         15  and visit we pray, the cities of the earth, and

         16  especially this City of New York;

         17                 Renew the ties of neutral regard

         18  which form our civic life; send down those who hold

         19  office in our City the spirit and wisdom, charity

         20  and justice, that with steadfast purpose they may

         21  faithfully serve in their respective offices;

         22                 Enable them to work to eliminate

         23  poverty, prejudice and oppression, that peace may

         24  prevail of its righteousness, and justice with

         25  order, and that men and women from different
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          2  cultures and with different talents may find with

          3  one another the fulfillment of their humanity, for

          4  your name's sake, amen.

          5                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Motion to

          6  spread the invocation in full upon the record by

          7  Council Member Comrie.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: I make a

          9  motion to spread on the record in full, and I just

         10  want to congratulate my Pastor, ArchDeacon Young,

         11  for coming down today and issuing the invocation to

         12  all.

         13                 Motion to spread the invocation in

         14  full. Thank you.

         15                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: So ordered.

         16                 Adoption of the Minutes.

         17                 Council Member Katz, Adoption of the

         18  Minutes.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: I'd like to make

         20  a motion to adopt the minutes of April 9th, Year

         21  2003.

         22                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: So ordered.

         23                 Messages and Papers from the Mayor.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 578.

         25                 SPEAKER MILLER: State and Federal
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          2  Legislation.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 579.

          4                 SPEAKER MILLER: Received, ordered,

          5  printed and filed.

          6                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA:

          7  Communications from the City, County and Borough

          8  Offices.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 580, on page

         10  two, through M 605 on page four.

         11                 SPEAKER MILLER: Transportation.

         12                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Petitions and

         13  Communications.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: None.

         15                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Land Use

         16  Call-Ups.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 606.

         18                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Communication

         19  from the Speaker.

         20                 SPEAKER MILLER: At this point I ask

         21  the Clerk to call the roll on the one Land Use

         22  Call-Up, M 606.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Addabbo.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: I vote yes on

         25  the Land Use Call-Up, and I ask permission, due to a
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          2  prior scheduled event, if I can vote on all coupled

          3  general orders?

          4                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: So ordered.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: I vote aye on

          6  all. Thank you.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Avella.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Aye.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Baez.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ: Aye.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Barron.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Aye.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Boyland.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: I ask my

         15  colleagues' permission to vote yes and on Land Use

         16  Call-Ups, no on Land Use item 412, companion

         17  Resolution 889, and I would like to be excused.

         18                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: So ordered.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: Thank you

         20  very much.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Brewer.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Aye on all,

         23  and permission to vote earlier. I wasn't here. Thank

         24  you.

         25                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: So ordered.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Clarke.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: I vote aye.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Comrie.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Aye.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Davis.

          7                 (No response.)

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: DeBlasio.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEBLASIO: Aye.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Dilan.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTIN-DILAN: Aye on

         12  all Land Use Call-Ups.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Espada.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER ESPADA: I vote aye.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Felder.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Aye on all.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Fidler.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Aye.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Foster.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Aye.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gallagher.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Aye.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gennaro.

         24                 (No response.)

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gentile.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: Present and

          3  aye.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gerson.

          5                 (No response.)

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gioia.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: I vote yes.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gonzalez.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER GONZALEZ: Aye on all.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jackson.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Aye on all.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jennings.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER JENNINGS: Aye on all.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Katz.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Aye.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Koppell.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Aye.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lanza.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER LANZA: Aye.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Liu.

         21                 (No response.)

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lopez.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: Aye.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Martinez.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Aye.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: McMahon.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Aye.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Monserrate.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: All right,

          6  censorship in City Hall.

          7                 Okay, I vote no on Land Use 412 and

          8  companion Reso 889 and aye on the rest.

          9                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: There are no

         10  -- Land Use Call-Ups at this point in time, do you

         11  want to be considered --

         12                 SPEAKER MILLER: We're just voting on

         13  the Land Use Call-Ups right now.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Oh. Aye on

         15  all.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Moskowitz.

         17                 (No response.)

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Nelson.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Aye.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Perkins.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Aye.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Provenzano.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: Yes.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Quinn.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: Yes.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Recchia.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Present and

          4  aye on all.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reed.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: Aye.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reyna.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: Aye.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sanders.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Yes.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Seabrook.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Yes.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sears.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Aye.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Serrano.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER SERRANO: Aye.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Stewart.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Aye.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vallone.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Aye.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vann.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Aye.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Weprin.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Aye.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Yassky.
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          2                 (No response.)

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Davis.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER DAVIS: Aye.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gennaro.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Aye.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Oddo.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Yes.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Rivera.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA:  Aye.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Speaker Mr. Miller.

         12                 SPEAKER MILLER:  Aye.

         13                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: The Land Use

         14  Call-Ups are approved by 47 in the affirmative, zero

         15  in the negative.

         16                 Communication from the Speaker.

         17                 SPEAKER MILLER: My colleagues, we

         18  have a special guest with us today. I would ask your

         19  attention for a moment.

         20                 Council Member Comrie, come forward.

         21                 We have a special guest with us

         22  today, an individual who won the Purple Heart,

         23  served his country, sustained battlefield injuries

         24  and is here. And Council Member Comrie, whose

         25  Council Member he is, brought him to us so that we
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          2  could have the opportunity to thank him on behalf of

          3  a grateful City for his service, and at this point

          4  I'd like to ask Council Member Comrie to say a few

          5  words.

          6                 Council Member Comrie.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Thank you, Mr.

          8  Speaker.

          9                 We are honored today to be joined by

         10  Mr. Ted Bittle.

         11                 Mr. Bittle, who resides in my

         12  district, received a Purple Heart after he was

         13  wounded by a homicide bomber in Iraq.

         14                 Mr. Bittle has suffered permanent

         15  injuries, including the loss of most of his vision,

         16  and the feeling on the right side of his face.

         17                 Mr. Bittle is married. He just

         18  celebrated his 31st birthday on the 12 of May. He's

         19  joined today by his wife Denise. He's been serving

         20  in the Army since 1989. He served as a aid to Camp

         21  to a General in the Pentagon. He was in the Navy

         22  serving as a field medic when a homicide bomber came

         23  upon them while they were trying to build a

         24  temporary shelter in Iraq, in Bagdad City.

         25                 He's also assisted in 9/11 rescue
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          2  recovery.

          3                 We are honored today, and as you

          4  know, we in the City Council have supported our

          5  troops and have been working hard to support our

          6  troops, and we want to make sure, and we brought Mr.

          7  Bittle down today to ensure that he gets the full

          8  support and full opportunity, full treatment

          9  necessary for a veteran that is due to anyone that

         10  has given his life for this country.

         11                 I want to present to you, and let you

         12  know, and the City Council people and all in the

         13  House, that we are honored by the presence of Mr.

         14  Ted Bittle.

         15                 SPEAKER MILLER: We are so honored by

         16  your presence and grateful for your tremendous

         17  sacrifice for our country and for our City and we'd

         18  be pleased if you'd grace us with a few words.

         19                 MR. BITTLE: I just want to thank

         20  everybody here for inviting us down and giving us

         21  this wonderful proclamation. I'm just happy to be

         22  back with my wife and my son, and to be alive. I

         23  love the City and I thank you guys so much. My wife

         24  and my son thank you guys so much, too. I appreciate

         25  it.
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          2                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you.

          3

          4  The Council of the City of New York is pleased and

          5  proud to recognize and honor Navy Corpsman Ted

          6  Bittle for his heroism and dedication in serving our

          7  country; and

          8                 WHEREAS: Much of our success as a

          9  nation, much of the peace and prosperity we take for

         10  granted, is due in large measure to the efforts of

         11  our war veterans, individuals of remarkable strength

         12  and character whose tremendous sacrifices have

         13  helped shape the modern world, men and women who

         14  have fought to ensure the safety, progress and

         15  prosperity of the country for generations to come;

         16  and

         17                 WHEREAS: Today, we proudly honor Navy

         18  Corpsman Ted Bittle for distinguished valor and

         19  heroism during our nation's recent war in Iraq;

         20  Corpsman Bittle spent much of the war as a medic

         21  working to save wounded Marines and Iraqi soldiers

         22  and civilians before being wounded himself in a

         23  suicide bomber's attack; and

         24                 WHEREAS: Like so many of our

         25  nations's finest citizens, Ted Bittle joined the
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          2  United States Armed Forces to protect and uphold the

          3  principles of freedom and democracy that make our

          4  country great; and

          5                 WHEREAS: Ted Bittle's service to our

          6  nation has been steadfast and truly unique, he first

          7  enlisted as a soldier in the US Army after

          8  graduating from high school in 1989 and then

          9  reenlisted as a Navy serviceman and medic several

         10  years later; and

         11                 WHEREAS: As a Navy Corpsman, Ted

         12  Bittle was responsible for treating allies,

         13  civilians and prisoners of war wounded in combat,

         14  this humanitarian spirit of compassion speaks to the

         15  very heart of Ted's character and underscores his

         16  belief in helping others in need, regardless of

         17  circumstance or condition; and

         18                 WHEREAS: After receiving the Purple

         19  Heart as a result of being wounded in Operation

         20  Iraqi Freedom, Corpsman Bittle has returned home to

         21  recover from his ordeal.  It is now up to our nation

         22  to ensure that he receives the full care and medical

         23  treatment that he has earned as a distinguished

         24  member of our Armed Forces; now, therefore

         25                 BE IT KNOWN: That the Council of the
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          2  City of New York honors Ted Bittle for his self-

          3  sacrifice and truly exceptional service to our

          4  nation.

          5                 Signed this 14th day of May in the

          6  year Two Thousand and Two, by Gifford Miller,

          7  Speaker For The Entire Council, and Leroy Comrie,

          8  Majority Whip Council Member, 27th District, Queens.

          9                 SPEAKER MILLER: We are grateful for

         10  the opportunity to honor one of our heroes, but my

         11  colleagues, before I go on with future

         12  communication, I want you to know, now all of you

         13  are listening, I want you to know we have a hero

         14  within our midst. We have somebody who has walked

         15  the extra mile for the children of this City, and we

         16  know that when he did that, he wore out his shoes

         17  literally, and so we have a pair of special sneakers

         18  that we want to give to our hero, Robert Jackson.

         19                 Signed by the members of the Council.

         20  What size are you, Robert? Next time, Robert, take

         21  the bus, it's a lot easier.

         22                 Now, there are a couple other items

         23  of course to communicate about today. We're passing

         24  a number of important pieces of legislation today.

         25  One piece on flying the POW MIA flag. I'm proud to
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          2  be supporting with the members of the Council

          3  because we need to recognize today the extraordinary

          4  contributions of our service men and women and

          5  recognize that there are those who are still

          6  missing, and for whom their families still don't

          7  know what happened, don't know where they are, and

          8  they must never be forgotten.

          9                 We also are passing an important

         10  piece of legislation on domestic workers and their

         11  rights.

         12                 And finally, I just want to bring to

         13  the attention of my colleagues, there is one Land

         14  Use matter that is of particular Citywide importance

         15  today, and that's the siting of the Office of

         16  Emergency Management.

         17                 This is a tough decision I think for

         18  this Council because this Council is extremely

         19  sensitive when we do siting to the particular

         20  concerns of local community members, and I want to

         21  compliment Council Member David Yassky who worked

         22  very hard on this issue and who has been very

         23  forthright in his opinion on its subject, and he has

         24  advanced the concerns of the community.

         25                 As a Citywide Institution, the
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          2  Council has made its best effort to consider the

          3  concerns of the community, but then in the end make

          4  a decision that reflects the concerns to the

          5  community while advancing the interests of the City

          6  in general.

          7                 In my opinion, the siting of this

          8  particular facility is an appropriate site, however,

          9  there were concerns that were raised that were

         10  legitimate, and we tried to address them on the

         11  access to parkland, on the size of the fuel storage

         12  tanks, and on parking. And the Council insisted upon

         13  changing the application, and that's what we're

         14  voting on today, a changed application.

         15                 I recognize that there are those in

         16  the community and even the local Council members who

         17  still feel that this is not the right site. This is

         18  a difficult matter, the business that we have in the

         19  Council. We have to make this decision finally as an

         20  entire body, and what's in the best interest of the

         21  entire City.

         22                 It's a tough decision, it's a tough

         23  balance to strike. I believe that we have come to

         24  the right decision and urge my colleagues to vote

         25  for this, but I understand it's a tough one and I
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          2  want to particularly acknowledge the hard work that

          3  the local Council Member did to change this

          4  application, to make it a better application for the

          5  community and for the City, and certainly urge my

          6  colleagues to join me in the end in voting yes in

          7  the end for this application.

          8                 And at that point I'm going to

          9  conclude the Communication from the Speaker.

         10                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Discussion

         11  on General Orders.

         12                 Council Member Barron.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: I'd like to

         14  urge my colleagues to vote no on Land Use Item 412.

         15  I don't think that the OEM station or center, OEM

         16  center should be built in that location. I think

         17  it's too close to community residents, I think it's

         18  too close to the Brooklyn Bridge, which would

         19  warrant more danger for even the OEM site itself. I

         20  think it will obstruct some park usage, I think it's

         21  too close to so much stuff in that area, period. We

         22  have a college down there, we have a court down

         23  there, and we have a major thruway entering the

         24  Brooklyn Bridge, the BQE is down there.

         25                 I think that we should have held up
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          2  on this, voted it down, and looked for a more

          3  feasible site for this to be built. I think it's a

          4  mistake. I think this is a mistake that we should

          5  correct today and vote no on this particular item.

          6                 Thank you, Madam Chair.

          7                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          8  Member Yassky.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Thank you.

         10                 I rise also to oppose Land Use 412,

         11  that is the Land Use action that would approve a

         12  proposed command center for the Office of Emergency

         13  Management.

         14                 Now, OEM proposes to build this

         15  command center at a site in downtown Brooklyn. You

         16  have all driven by this site at one time or another,

         17  it's just off the exit ramp to the Brooklyn Bridge,

         18  at the foot of Cadman Park.

         19                 This site is located in my district

         20  and I want to be honest, with you, my colleagues, I

         21  have given this project so much of my time and

         22  attention and so much investigation because it is in

         23  my district, and it was the concern, my concerns,

         24  about the impact on my community that caused me to

         25  give this so much time and attention, and I do
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          2  believe it would be a negative impact on the

          3  community, it would be disruptive, it would be eight

          4  or nine times a year that it's activated, it will

          5  take away park land, not map park land, but parcels

          6  that is currently used as a park.

          7                 But I am not asking you, my

          8  colleagues, I am not asking you to defer to the

          9  concerns of the local community. If the Office of

         10  Emergency Management, if the Administration had made

         11  a case that the interests of the City require this

         12  site, I would say to our neighborhood, we all have

         13  to do our part for this City, and this is our part.

         14                 But the Administration has not made

         15  that case. The proposed location is not only next to

         16  the Brooklyn Bridge ramp, it is directly adjacent to

         17  the United States Court House, the Federal Court

         18  House in Brooklyn. These are two known --

         19                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Please be

         20  quiet. Sorry, Councilman. Please be quiet back

         21  there. It's very hard to hear up here.

         22                 Thank you.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: The bridge,

         24  the Court House, are two known, highly visible

         25  terrorist targets. The Bridge has been specifically
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          2  mentioned in terrorist threats, the Brooklyn Bridge,

          3  Court Houses have been mentioned, and this Court

          4  House in particular has been the site of

          5  terrorist-related trials in the past, the recent

          6  past, and I'm sorry to say it's not unlikely it will

          7  be the site of trials at some point again.

          8                 Now, we all know what happened to the

          9  last OEM command center at 7 World Trade Center. The

         10  City should not make the same mistake again. It

         11  would be irresponsible to put the OEM command center

         12  at a location where it will be unavailable at the

         13  very time it is the most needed. That is my real

         14  fear here, that if there's an attack on the bridge,

         15  an attack on the Court House, it cannot help but

         16  affect the OEM command center right next door. Why

         17  make the same mistake twice?

         18                 Now, if there were no alternative

         19  sites, then perhaps this would be an appropriate

         20  decision. But there are alternatives. I propose to

         21  OEM several alternative locations, including

         22  locations in my district, in the 33rd Council

         23  District, the Brooklyn Navy Yard in my Council

         24  District. The perfect site. It's very secure, it's

         25  accessible by road, by water, but the OEM rejected
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          2  it, and while going I'll tell you why, but I think

          3  for no good reason at all. A city-owned empty jail,

          4  the Brigg on Flushing and Vanderbilt. The perfect

          5  site. OEM did not even consider it.

          6                 So, I'm not saying, and I don't

          7  believe that this community is saying Not In My Back

          8  Yard. I would be happy to have the OEM command

          9  center located in the 33rd district, but at a

         10  sensible location.

         11                 And why did the OEM turn down the

         12  Navy Yard? In testimony at the Community Board, OEM

         13  said that the project is going to be funded by FEMA,

         14  and that FEMA money can't be used to build in a

         15  flood zone.

         16                 Well, it turns out that only part of

         17  the Navy Yard is in a flood zone, and the part that

         18  has the most appropriate buildings is not actually

         19  in a flood zone.

         20                 And then last month FEMA sent a

         21  letter to the City saying they are not going to pay

         22  for this building. So, FEMA regulations have nothing

         23  to do with where this command center can go.

         24                 That rationale that the FEMA will

         25  prevent it, completely invalid.
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          2                 And the question of funding is

          3  itself, the question of how this building is being

          4  paid for, I think is itself crucial and should be of

          5  serious concern to Council Members.

          6                 OEM told our Land Use Committee that

          7  this was $110 million project, but don't worry, it's

          8  all going to be funded with federal money.

          9                 Well, now the letter comes in from

         10  FEMA saying we're not going to pay for it.

         11                 Yesterday, the OEM Commissioner

         12  appeared before one of our budget hearings. I asked

         13  is this still a $110 million project? He could not

         14  say. I said, can you assure us again you are not

         15  going to use City taxpayer money for this? He said,

         16  that is not our intention at this time. So, I think

         17  we all understand what that means.

         18                 I said, again, does that mean you may

         19  change your mind later and you may use taxpayer

         20  money? He said that is not our intention at this

         21  time.

         22                 So, it turns out that the project

         23  approved by the Land Use Committee is not the

         24  project that OEM plans to build, and the funding

         25  plan presented to this Committee is not the funding
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          2  plan that's going to build this project.

          3                 I am afraid that the Council has been

          4  bamboozled, that this is a bait-n-switch, and that

          5  we should not approve a project that's completely

          6  different from what was originally presented to the

          7  Council.

          8                 Now, I know it is difficult to vote

          9  against the leadership. I very much respect the

         10  leadership of the Speaker, and I understand his

         11  position and I understand the position of the

         12  leadership, and, again, I am not asking for your

         13  vote just because this is in my district. I

         14  recognize that this is a project of Citywide

         15  concern. But I do think it says something that the

         16  Council members from downtown and from the entire

         17  surrounding area downtown are united in opposition

         18  to this project. I think that says that the people

         19  who know this area, know that this is not the right

         20  location, and know that there are better

         21  alternatives available.

         22                 I think on the merits this Land Use

         23  action is a mistake. I hope that the Council will

         24  not regret it. I fear it will, but I hope it will

         25  not, and I urge you on the merits, I urge you to

                                                            46

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  vote against Land Use 412.

          3                 Thank you.

          4                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          5  Member Katz.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Thank you, Madam

          7  Public Advocate.

          8                 My colleagues, I don't believe there

          9  is anyone in this room who would argue the fact that

         10  we desperately need a permanent site for the Office

         11  of Emergency Management.

         12                 That truly is not the issue today.

         13  The issue today happens to be where we should place

         14  this facility, and where is the best neighborhood to

         15  put it in considering all of the circumstances?

         16                 Any time, any time one of our

         17  colleagues thinks that a place to be placed, or site

         18  to be placed, is not in the best interest in his

         19  neighborhood, is an extremely difficult situation

         20  for this Council to be in.

         21                 But ladies and gentlemen, the fact of

         22  the matter is, the OEM facility must go in the City

         23  of New York, and it must be placed somewhere with

         24  easy access to the City Hall and to downtown New

         25  York, and we must balance the needs of the district
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          2  amongst the overwhelming needs that the City of New

          3  York has.

          4                 So, I would like to just go over a

          5  few things. First of all, the Office of Emergency

          6  Management, just so everyone in this room is clear,

          7  on what it is. This is an office building, my

          8  colleagues, it is an office building that eight

          9  times a year at the most will be used by about 40

         10  more people, or 50 more people, in order to handle

         11  not only terrorist attacks, God forbid that should

         12  happen, but also to handle things like snow

         13  emergency, also handle things like a Transit strike,

         14  or a heat wave that needs emergency use of our

         15  facilities.

         16                 Now, I want to go over the history

         17  for my colleagues, for those of you that I haven't

         18  spoken to.

         19                 OEM made an application in order to

         20  place this facility in Brooklyn Heights. Upon

         21  hearing the many, many testimonies of the community,

         22  and, of course, of the Councilman who has been an

         23  advocate beyond belief for his community, the Land

         24  Use Committee, hold on one second, the Land Use

         25  Committee offered three amendments to the
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          2  application. One, because it was an extremely big

          3  concern, was to make sure that parking would be on

          4  the facility and not on the street, the other would

          5  be that parkland would not be alienated, and the

          6  third would be the gas tank could not be stored.

          7                 I showed concern about gas tanks, I

          8  do believe the Office of Emergency Management should

          9  have back-up fuel in case there is a problem.

         10                 They have agreed for back-up fuel

         11  enough for five days.

         12                 As far as the financing of this goes,

         13  whether FEMA pays for this or not, the facility

         14  needs to be built. We do need a permanent Office of

         15  Emergency Management.

         16                 It is the hope of the City of New

         17  York that FEMA will come through, as they should

         18  come through, in making sure that that facility will

         19  be built by the federal government. And FEMA has

         20  clearly stated that they will not accept this site

         21  on the Brooklyn Navy Yard.

         22                 And by the way, if the Brooklyn Navy

         23  Yard is not a good enough facility under the federal

         24  criteria in order to be paid for by federal

         25  government, my colleague, why should the City of New
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          2  York have lesser criteria for the safety if we place

          3  this facility? It is never easy.

          4                 I would just like to make one more

          5  statement about the idea that the Land Use Committee

          6  was bamboozled by the City of New York.

          7                 I will definitely take umbrage to the

          8  comment and just say this Land Use Committee takes

          9  its job extremely seriously, especially when there

         10  is a colleague who makes very valid arguments

         11  against the siting in their district.

         12                 The Land Use Division under Gail

         13  Benjamin and Chris Collins and myself, and of

         14  course, under Simcha Felder, the Subcommittee chair,

         15  who worked avidly for this cause to make sure that

         16  there is a compromise, researched it, looked into

         17  it, made compromises, and truly did what we felt was

         18  best for the City of New York.

         19                 This is a Citywide issue, and this

         20  facility needs to go somewhere. And right now this

         21  application is before us, and the Land Use Committee

         22  and the City Council feels it is the best site.

         23                 I would like to take this opportunity

         24  to thank David Yassky for the hard work that he did

         25  and this community should know that he worked avidly
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          2  for his community and a lot of these amendments were

          3  done in response to his concerns.

          4                 And, of course, to Gail Benjamin and

          5  to Chris Collins and to the Speaker for his

          6  Leadership on this issue, and I thank my colleagues

          7  for the patience that this issue has taken to get to

          8  this day.

          9                 Thank you.

         10                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         11  Member Koppell.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Colleagues,

         13  it's somewhat beyond my understanding why we are

         14  approving this site today. Beyond my understanding.

         15                 First of all, each of us as a member

         16  of this Council, women and men, have the wish that

         17  when we want something for our districts, our

         18  colleagues will try to support it, and when we think

         19  it is not something that our district wants, our

         20  colleagues will try to support us.

         21                 I have said many times that that

         22  should be the principal. That empowers all of us. If

         23  we violate that, every single one of us is

         24  diminishing his or her own influence.

         25                 Now, once in awhile we have to see
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          2  that our colleagues override us. When there's an

          3  overwhelming City need that outweighs very parochial

          4  or narrow interests, we may have to follow for

          5  political or other reasons, maybe we have to do it.

          6                 I heard the Chair of the Land Use

          7  Committee saying that the Committee feels this is

          8  the best site, and if this was really the best site,

          9  and there was no other appropriate site, I might say

         10  to colleague Yassky, well, we have to vote for it.

         11                 Now, in the Year 1999, I gave a long

         12  interview to Twa Chang about the last OEM site on

         13  the 20th something floor of 7 World Trade Center,

         14  and I said it was a very, very terrible site, that

         15  it was in the World Trade Center, that it was in

         16  attack, that it was on a high floor of an office

         17  building which was an insane place to put it, and

         18  unfortunately I proved correct, and the Mayor who

         19  insisted that it be on the 20th floor or something

         20  of that sort of 7 World Trade Center almost lost his

         21  life because of that foolish decision.

         22                 Do we want to see that repeated

         23  again? Do we really want an OEM facility right next

         24  to the Federal Court House on the edge of the

         25  Brooklyn Bridge, perfectly vulnerable? Or do we want
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          2  a facility that's really going to be protected

          3  against attack? I suggest under the ground.

          4                 I also don't know why we should put

          5  it where it's accessible by a bridge, which could

          6  easily either be destroyed, or forget about

          7  destroyed, if we have a terrible natural disaster,

          8  there will be so much traffic going over the

          9  Brooklyn Bridge that there's no way that the Mayor

         10  and other high City officials will get across there.

         11                 This is a terrible site, even if

         12  Councilman Yassky wanted it to be there, and it's

         13  certainly not the kind of site that this Council

         14  ought to put there over his objection because we

         15  think it's such a terrific site. Maybe the Brooklyn

         16  Navy Yard is a decent site. All I can tell you is

         17  this is a terrible site, and unless there was some

         18  tremendous mandate that said we have to go against

         19  the community, against the two congressmen, against

         20  the State Legislature, against the councilmen - all

         21  of our colleagues in government, we have to vote

         22  against them for a site that's a terrible site to

         23  begin with.

         24                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Please sum

         25  up, Council member. Sorry.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: I, for the

          3  life of me, cannot understand why we are voting for

          4  this today. Are we afraid of the Mayor? I don't

          5  think the Speaker is afraid of the Mayor and we

          6  should be either. We should vote no.

          7                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

          8  Council member.

          9                 Council Member Oddo.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Thank you very

         11  much. I don't mean to break the momentum of this

         12  very serious and spirited debate, but I rise to talk

         13  about another matter, Intro. 52-A.

         14                 Two weeks ago in celebrating the

         15  150th birthday of Central Park, Mayor Bloomberg

         16  commented that Central Park was "not just a park, it

         17  is our front yard, it is our picnic spot, our

         18  playground, our natural preserve, our bandshell of

         19  our field of dreams, it is truly a democrat space

         20  where people of every race and background can mingle

         21  freely," and indeed that is true, an it has been

         22  such because brave men and women have hit beaches,

         23  have trapsed through jungles, endured the heat, the

         24  cold, and the wind of deserts to provide us with the

         25  privilege of enjoying those freedoms, and today the
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          2  New York City Council enacts a bill that will

          3  require the immediate flying of the POW MIA flag

          4  over 200 New York City Parks Department locations

          5  that currently fly an American flag, and over the

          6  next three years the Parks Department will expand

          7  the number of locations where the flag is flown

          8  until all 800 locations proudly display the POW MIA

          9  flag, the only flag other than Old Glory to have

         10  ever flown above the White House.

         11                 Recently President Bush cited the

         12  words of the Prophet Isaah, "to the captives come

         13  out and to those in darkness be free," I hope one

         14  day God allows that but until that moment, through

         15  flying this flag we recognize, appreciate and

         16  remember those who have fought and those who have

         17  fought and not returned.

         18                 I'm proud to say that we're joined

         19  here today by two of the most well-known vets on

         20  Staten Island in the community that Council Member

         21  McMahon, Lanza and I represent, that's Victor

         22  Provosi and Mark Carosel, who have been strong

         23  proponents, who have sought this legislation for a

         24  very long time, and I want to thank them for their

         25  appearance.

                                                            55

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2                 Earlier in the day the Speaker and I

          3  also had a Staten Island constituent spend some time

          4  with us, and that was Mr. Roger Acker -- if I may go

          5  over my two minutes? Mr. Acker was a POW, captured

          6  in the Battle of the Bulge seven years ago, and this

          7  bill is for the Victor Provosi's and the Mark

          8  Carosels and the Roger Ackers of the world, and many

          9  other vets.

         10                 I would just like to end by saying a

         11  few thank yous, one of course to the Speaker for

         12  allowing this, one is to my colleagues. There are 43

         13  sponsors of this bill now, and that's why it's being

         14  enacted today, and I want to thank you for that.

         15                 I want to thank Al Mullin from the

         16  Bloomberg Administration, and John Crotty for their

         17  help. I want to thank Laura Gonzalez and Laura Popa

         18  from the Council staff. I want to acknowledge the

         19  efforts of the former Council Members Tom Ognibene,

         20  John Fusco, and Al Stabile, who actually were the

         21  original sponsors of the bill when we originally

         22  drafted it in 1998, and I also want to point out

         23  that we've been joined by my distinguished former

         24  colleague and now the Commissioner of Jurors and the

         25  County Clerk of Staten Island Steve Fiala, who is
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          2  with us, former Council Member Fiala. Thank you. Who

          3  was absolutely instrumental.

          4                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Can you sum

          5  up, Council member?

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: And I just want

          7  to close with this, thanking the City Clerk Victor

          8  Robles, who actually passed legislation that

          9  mandates the POW MIA flag outside here in City Hall

         10  and Borough Hall. I want to thank all of you on

         11  that, and thank you for your indulgence, Madam

         12  Public Advocate.

         13                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         14  Member McMahon.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Thank you,

         16  Madam Public Advocate.

         17                 I will say probably something very

         18  rare in the City Council. I am in 100 percent

         19  agreement with Council Member Oddo. He did a great

         20  job and everyone who worked on this bill did a great

         21  job. It's important that we, as Americans, remember

         22  not only those who came home, but those who did not

         23  come home and we're not sure of their whereabouts,

         24  and that's what this bill does today and it's a

         25  great moment for all of us, it's a great moment for
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          2  Council Member Oddo and all those who worked on

          3  this.

          4                 I urge all my colleagues to vote yes.

          5                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          6  Member Vann.

          7                 Council Member Brewer. Sorry.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: I rise, Madam

          9  Public Advocate, regarding Intro. 96-A, and

         10  Resolution 135 known as the Domestic Workers bill

         11  and resolution.

         12                 I'm here because the domestic workers

         13  throughout our City enjoyed few of the protections

         14  in their workplaces that most of us take for

         15  granted. And yet they keep the homes of their

         16  employers functioning smoothly, they're involved

         17  daily in many cases in helping to raise our most

         18  valuable asset, our children.

         19                 They deserve to be treated with

         20  dignity and respect, and this bill would require

         21  agencies that place domestic workers to obtain the

         22  signature of each employer on a code of conduct and

         23  it would list a statement of job conditions, and the

         24  resolution would urge the federal and state

         25  government to do more in terms of labor law with
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          2  domestic workers.

          3                 So, we have an Intro that talks about

          4  a code of conduct between the employer and employee

          5  to be carried out by the employment agency.

          6                 I want to thank the unbelievable work

          7  of the Domestic Workers United, and the women, I

          8  want to thank the Mayor's Office, particularly

          9  Commissioner Dykstra, and on my staff Brian

         10  Kavanaugh, who shepherded this whole thing through,

         11  as well as the Speaker and his staff.

         12                 This has been an amazing product of

         13  integrity and dignity, past doing civil service

         14  headed up by Council Member Allan Jennings, who made

         15  it happen.

         16                 So, I urge you strongly to begin to

         17  support us and beginning the struggle, the struggle

         18  of domestic workers starting in New York. First

         19  let's bill in the country and then we'll go all the

         20  way across the United States.

         21                 Thank you very much.

         22                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         23  Member Davis.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER DAVIS: Yes, Madam

         25  Public Advocate. I want to address, OEM Emergency
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          2  Command Center. I share Community Board 2 with my

          3  colleague, David Yassky.

          4                 We have to make some really tough

          5  decisions. Right now and at the foot of the Brooklyn

          6  Bridge, they have police officers standing there. In

          7  my Councilmanic District, the B 54 bus, which we're

          8  fighting still to get the bus to be open to go

          9  through Metrotech, so that senior citizens and

         10  persons with children won't be allowed to be dropped

         11  off at Jay Street. We still who represent parts of

         12  Downtown Brooklyn in many cases, we're still locked

         13  down, and I understand because of the threat of

         14  terrorism.

         15                 But I think that, you know, it's not

         16  an issue of we have to do it right now, I think

         17  Council Member David Yassky is asking that we would

         18  review and still look further, and I'm not saying I

         19  would be in support of the Navy Yard, but I am

         20  saying that we should consider other locations and

         21  other sites.

         22                 So, I would urge my colleagues to

         23  stand with Councilman Yassky, and let me say this:

         24  And I would say to the Council as a body, that

         25  anyone who stands with Councilman Yassky, should not
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          2  be punished for their vote.

          3                 There should be no repercussions for

          4  them making a choice and a decision. I think

          5  Councilman Oliver Koppell said it wonderfully, and

          6  along with Councilman Charles Barron, so I just want

          7  Community Board 2 to know that I will be standing

          8  with Councilman Yassky, and I'll say no on this

          9  particular Land Use.

         10                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         11  Member Comrie.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Madam Public

         13  Advocate, I would like to speak on the OEM center.

         14  Clearly there are always issues regarding public

         15  siting, clearly this project had been vetted out at

         16  four different levels, at the community board level,

         17  through the Public Siting Committee of the Landmarks

         18  Committee that I sat on, we clearly understood what

         19  the issues were, but this is public siting. Public

         20  siting is not easy, be it a school, be it a public

         21  facility, anything that changes or affects the

         22  composition or affects the fabric of a community.

         23                 We're in New York City. We're not in

         24  Montana, we're not in Kansas, while we like to site

         25  everything 100,000 miles away from everything else,
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          2  it's specifically impossible to do this within New

          3  York City, and to make this site especially a site

          4  where personnel has to get to in order to coordinate

          5  services, a real site that could be accessible by

          6  City agencies.

          7                 While we understand the debate over

          8  how it's going to be financed, clearly it should be

          9  financed solely by FEMA dollars. It does not

         10  mitigate the fact that we do have to create a site,

         11  and we do have to find a site within the City, and

         12  close enough to all City agencies that they can come

         13  and have a location that they can coordinate

         14  emergency services from.

         15                 I would dare say that this site meets

         16  all of those critical criteria, I would dare say

         17  that this site meets all of the critical criteria

         18  for what public siting is concerned.

         19                 We did hear from the community and we

         20  addressed all the community's concerns, but clearly

         21  the community's main concern is that they do not

         22  want the site.

         23                 We understand that, we understand

         24  that there are no public, large public siting that

         25  we would do, be it a school or a utility plant or
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          2  any other thing that the public would say that they

          3  would embrace with open arms.

          4                 But I dare say that we as a body

          5  would be giving up our responsibility if we did not

          6  vote on this item today.

          7                 Clearly, if we don't vote on this

          8  item today and it's turned down, it passes through

          9  anyway without the changes that we put in at the

         10  community's request. So, if we turn this site down

         11  we will not get the changes, they'll put in the

         12  larger gas tanks, they won't do the mitigation for

         13  the public park, they won't do the other mitigation

         14  for parking. We have a responsibility as legislators

         15  who have looked at all the issues, that have talked

         16  to all the people, that have visited the site to do

         17  the right thing.

         18                 Thank you, Madam Public Advocate.

         19                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         20  Member Clarke.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Thank you,

         22  Madam Public Advocate.

         23                 I wanted to urge my colleagues. Today

         24  we're going to be considering Intro. 96-A and

         25  Resolution 135-A, Domestic Workers Legislation, and
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          2  this is indeed ground-breaking legislation.

          3                 For many of us who come from

          4  communities, particularly for the immigrant

          5  communities, there has been a history of the

          6  development of the domestic worker workforce within

          7  the City of New York. They are indeed the

          8  underpinning and fabric of the development of many

          9  of whom we see today who are successful adults

         10  because those sacrifices were made. But we know that

         11  there has been abuses over the years of workers, and

         12  establishing this standard of conduct for employment

         13  I think is certainly timely, actually overdue.

         14                 And, so, I urge my colleagues today,

         15  as we look at where we are in the 21st Century,

         16  understanding that everything evolves and everything

         17  changes, we are expediting that today in an

         18  affirmative vote, Intro. 96-A, and Resolution 135-A.

         19                 Thank you very much, Madam Public

         20  Advocate.

         21                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you.

         22  Council Member Sanders.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Thank you,

         24  Madam Public Advocate. My mother was a domestic

         25  worker, so I understand what this is attempting to

                                                            64

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  do, so on behalf of my mother, I rise for Intro.

          3  96-A, a resolution under 35-A, and I encourage

          4  everyone to vote in the affirmative on this issue.

          5                 Thank you very much.

          6                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          7  Member Monserrate.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Yes, I

          9  would like to echo the words of my colleagues,

         10  regarding the domestic workers bill. Great work,

         11  Council Member Gale Brewer. Thank you.

         12                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         13  Member Perkins.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Thank you

         15  very much.

         16                 I rise to support Intro. 96-A. My

         17  grandmother was a domestic worker. There's a lot of

         18  us that are very, very much related to this here

         19  movement and struggle to make sure that there's some

         20  dignity brought to these folks who have been the

         21  salt of the earth for some of our families, as well

         22  as for the City, and for some who may not have

         23  necessarily had family as domestic workers, but

         24  nevertheless benefitted from the work of those

         25  domestic workers.
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          2                 So, I am proud to be a supporter, an

          3  active supporter of this, as well as a supporter or

          4  Reso 135-A. I want to thank my colleague Gale Brewer

          5  for the yeoman's job, yeowoman's job that she did to

          6  make this happen, and also want to thank those

          7  domestic workers who toiled in the vineyards to

          8  bring this to the agenda of the City Council and who

          9  will continue I'm sure to make sure that dignity is

         10  brought to that type of work.

         11                 Let me just say on the OEM, I want to

         12  extend my congratulations to Council Member Yassky

         13  for the extraordinary advocacy that he has brought

         14  to his community with regard to this particular

         15  matter. Thanks to him some concessions were made

         16  that are now a part of this particular land use

         17  decision.

         18                 I share with Oliver Koppell and

         19  others who believe in preferential treatment for

         20  City Council members when there is a siting in this

         21  district with regard to these types of projects, and

         22  I come from that school that would prefer, at least

         23  as often as possible, that the work of the

         24  community, and the work of the Council member, be

         25  taken into the primary consideration when these
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          2  decisions are made.

          3                 But I also share with my other

          4  colleagues the realization that sometimes what's

          5  best for the City is not necessarily a decision that

          6  allows us to be supportive of our colleague at that

          7  particular time. And, so, I think that this is the

          8  right decision at this particular time, in terms of

          9  the siting of this project, but at the same time I

         10  want to be clear that we believe in preferential

         11  treatment when it comes to the members of the

         12  Council with regard to what is happening in their

         13  district, and Councilman Yassky gets a great round

         14  of applause and appreciation for helping us move the

         15  project in a way that at least makes lemonade out of

         16  a lemon.

         17                 Thank you very much.

         18                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         19  Member Quinn.

         20                 Council Member Quinn.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: I rise to speak

         22  to Intros 96-A and resolution 135-A, not to copy

         23  Council Member Perkins but both of my grandmothers,

         24  when they came here from Ireland, one in steerage on

         25  the Titanic actually, once they both arrived in
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          2  America were domestics, ladies maids, for quite some

          3  time, until they got married. And both of these

          4  resolutions and this bill are incredibly, incredibly

          5  important. You know, the situation is that

          6  unfortunately in some homes and households, domestic

          7  workers really end up being people who are at the

          8  mercy of the people they work for and they end up in

          9  situations beyond their own control where all their

         10  rights are taken away from where many aren't even

         11  paid, where they don't have the right to come and go

         12  as they please, where the work is not something

         13  that's done for seven or eight hours, it's something

         14  that becomes a 24 hour sentence for these men and

         15  mostly women who do this work. And passing this bill

         16  today will send an important message by the City of

         17  New York that all workers deserve dignity and

         18  rights.

         19                 And I want to strongly, in the

         20  strongest possible terms, credit and praise Gale

         21  Brewer for being an incredibly persistent advocate

         22  for this community of workers which is so often not

         23  represented in the halls of City government and

         24  credit her for keeping this issue alive and making

         25  sure we got to this day where this bill will take an
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          2  important step towards becoming a law of the City of

          3  New York.

          4                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          5  Member Jennings.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER JENNINGS: Thank you,

          7  Madam Public Advocate. I just wanted my colleagues

          8  to please vote for Intro. 96 and Resolution 135-A.

          9  Gale Brewer did an exceptional job in putting this

         10  legislation together. It's very important that we

         11  take strong measures to support domestic workers

         12  here in New York City.

         13                 This bill supports the fact that any

         14  time an employer in a public agency hires a domestic

         15  worker, that the employer must sign a document that

         16  states what the rights are of domestic workers.

         17                 However, this bill does not go into

         18  requiring the regular employee, employer who just

         19  hires a worker to follow those same guidelines, it

         20  only applies to the employment agencies.

         21                 So, I'd just like to let everyone

         22  know that we're going to come back with legislation

         23  in the next session stronger and better than even

         24  this one, so this is just the beginning, and

         25  sometimes we need to start at the beginning, and
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          2  this is the beginning, and I just want to again say

          3  congratulations to all of us and ask you to please

          4  vote for this bill.

          5                 Thank you.

          6                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          7  Member Gerson.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Madam Public

          9  Advocate, I just want to thank my colleague and my

         10  friend and my neighbor here, Gale Brewer, for her

         11  leadership and her hard work. I join my colleagues

         12  in supporting Intro. 96-A and the accompanying

         13  resolution.

         14                 I just want to add that I know in my

         15  district on 9/11 and the days afterwards, so many

         16  domestic workers were little the life line, saved

         17  lives, assisted in the rescue efforts and it's about

         18  time that we extend this lifeline to our domestic

         19  workers and with respect to every worker in every

         20  capacity in every respect, I strongly urge passage

         21  of Intro. 96-A.

         22                 Thank you.

         23                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Seeing

         24  nobody else, Report of Special Committees.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: None.
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          2                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Reports of

          3  Standing Committees.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports of the

          5  Committee on Finance.

          6                 Reso 809-A.

          7                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

          8  General Order Calendar.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Preconsidered

         10  Reso 882.

         11                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

         12  General Order Calendar.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports of the

         14  Committee on General Welfare.

         15                 Reso 747.

         16                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled to be filed.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports on the

         18  Committee on Land Use.

         19                 LU 387 and companion Reso 885.

         20                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

         21  General Order Calendar.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 406 and

         23  companion Reso 886.

         24                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

         25  General Order Calendar.

                                                            71

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 408 and

          3  companion Reso 887.

          4                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

          5  General Order Calendar.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 411 and

          7  companion Reso 888.

          8                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

          9  General Order Calendar.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 412 and

         11  companion Reso 889.

         12                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

         13  General Order Calendar.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 415 and

         15  companion Reso 890.

         16                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

         17  General Order Calendar.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 416 and

         19  companion Reso 891.

         20                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

         21  General Order Calendar.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 417 and

         23  companion Reso 892.

         24                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

         25  General Order Calendar.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 422 and

          3  companion Reso 893.

          4                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

          5  General Order Calendar.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Preconsidered

          7  LU 435 and companion Reso 894.

          8                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

          9  General Order Calendar.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports of the

         11  Committee on Parks and Recreation.

         12                 Intro. 373.

         13                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled to be filed.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Intro. 437-A.

         15                 SPEAKER MILLER: Amended and coupled

         16  on the General Order Calendar.

         17                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: General

         18  Order Calendar.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Intro. 52-A.

         20                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

         21  General Order Calendar.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Intro. 96-A.

         23                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

         24  General Order Calendar.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 403 and
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          2  companion Reso 895.

          3                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

          4  General Order Calendar.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Resolutions

          6  appointing various persons Commissioner of Deeds.

          7                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on a General

          8  Order Calendar.

          9                 At this time I'd ask the Clerk to

         10  call the roll on all items coupled on the General

         11  Order Calendar.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Avella.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Aye on all.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Baez.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ: Aye.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Barron.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Madam Chair,

         18  may I be excused to explain my vote?

         19                 Madam Chair? Oh, Madam Chair?

         20                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Yes.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: May I be

         22  excused to explain my vote.

         23                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Yes, you

         24  may.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Yes, I vote
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          2  aye on all items; I vote no on Land Use item 412;

          3  and I want to proudly once again vote for the

          4  domestic workers resolution, and congratulate

          5  Councilwoman Gale Brewer for the work that she's

          6  done.

          7                 Thank you very much.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Brewer.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: May I explain

         10  my vote? I will vote aye on all, but I want to

         11  congratulate Council Member Yassky. I understand

         12  that there are some concessions. I share the

         13  feelings of Council Member Perkins, and so it's with

         14  some reluctance that I vote aye on all, particularly

         15  on Land Use 412, because I don't know that there are

         16  many people for whom I have more respect than

         17  Council Member Yassky.

         18                 Thank you.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Clarke.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Pass.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Comrie.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Aye on all

         23  items.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Davis.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER DAVIS: Pass.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: DeBlasio.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEBLASIO: May I be

          4  excused to explain my vote?

          5                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER DeBLASIO: Thank you.

          7                 First I just want to commend Council

          8  Member Oddo for his work on the POW MIA issue. I

          9  appreciate that deeply, and I want to commend my

         10  dear colleague from the General Welfare Committee,

         11  Gale Brewer, for her incredibly important and

         12  ground-breaking work on behalf of the human rights

         13  of domestic workers, and thank you for your efforts.

         14                 And I just want to say, in relation

         15  to 412, I live in a neighboring district and

         16  represent a neighboring district to Council Member

         17  Yassky. I deeply appreciate his effort to try and

         18  foster a reasoned debate and look at all the

         19  alternatives in consideration to the OEM site. I

         20  work with many of the same community leaders he does

         21  and I understand their frustration. I think we could

         22  have had a much better community process here, and I

         23  would urge the Administration to consider that in

         24  the future.

         25                 I especially appreciate the fact that
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          2  Council Member Yassky has offered real alternatives,

          3  including in his own district, and I think that's

          4  unprecedented to see a member not just say not in my

          5  backyard but say, look, I'll take on this challenge,

          6  I'll carry this burden for the rest of this City,

          7  but there's a better way to do it.

          8                 And I can tell you from having talked

          9  to many people both in his district and mine who are

         10  very close to this site, how deeply they're

         11  concerned about it and how much they would have felt

         12  better if there was more of a genuine public debate

         13  and a genuine consideration of all options.

         14                 So, therefore, I will be voting no on

         15  412 and aye on all other items.

         16                 Thank you.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Dilan.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTIN-DILAN: Pass.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Espada.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER ESPADA: Request leave

         21  to explain my vote?

         22                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER ESPADA: With respect

         24  to the one item, Madam Chair, Gale Brewer is a dear

         25  friend, I sat through some very painful testimony
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          2  there, and I just want to highlight for the record,

          3  indeed this is landmarked legislation, but it is a

          4  first step. The pain that we heard are really

          5  crimes. We heard that the statute of limitation will

          6  not cover that; that is that these crimes are still

          7  alive, ongoing and should be prosecuted. So, with

          8  that in mind, my congratulations to her, and a full

          9  call out for law enforcement, to make it easy for

         10  these women to come forward so these crimes could be

         11  prosecuted.

         12                 I vote aye on all.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Felder.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: May I be

         15  excused to explain my vote?

         16                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Thank you.

         18                 I vote aye on all, and want to

         19  explain my position on the OEM.

         20                 I think David Yassky is a wonderful

         21  guy, I don't think that has anything to do with the

         22  vote on OEM. And I think that I take exception to

         23  the remarks that some of my colleagues have made

         24  about the process.

         25                 I think my neighbor, Bill DeBlasio,
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          2  just mildly said something about the process not

          3  being the way it should have been in terms of open

          4  communication; am I right? I don't want to misquote

          5  you.

          6                 I'm sorry. You attacked the

          7  Administration; is that true? Okay, I just wanted to

          8  understand that.

          9                 Having said what you said, I take

         10  exception to some of the remarks, based on whatever

         11  I have seen and heard, I think that the process has

         12  been pretty open, and I think that it may not have

         13  been what people want, but I don't think that

         14  there's been any problem with the process.

         15                 I should say I don't think the

         16  process has been a real problem, and I am in favor

         17  of it, and I vote aye on all.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Fidler.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Pass.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Foster.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Aye on all.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gallagher.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Madam

         24  Public Advocate, may I be temporarily excused to

         25  explain my vote?
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          2                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: I'm going

          4  to vote aye on all coupled general orders, but I

          5  just want to say on Intro. 52-A, to thank my

          6  colleague James Oddo for making sure this bill came

          7  to the floor, and thank Speaker Miller.

          8                 In addition, I wanted to thank the

          9  veterans organizations from my community which had

         10  come to the Council to testify in favor of this

         11  legislation, including Vietnam veterans Chapter 32,

         12  who had a representative here earlier today and had

         13  to leave before the meeting.

         14                 I'm very appreciative of the Council

         15  passing this bill, and once again, thanks to my

         16  leader, my Minority Leader, James Oddo, for making

         17  sure that this bill came to fruition. Thank you.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gennaro.

         19                 (No response.)

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gentile.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: Aye on all.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gerson.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Madam Public

         24  Advocate, may I be excused to explain my vote?

         25                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: As the

          3  representative of the neighboring district, to David

          4  Yassky's 33rd, on the other side of the Brooklyn

          5  Bridge, I want to thank and congratulate Council

          6  Member Yassky for his role in obtaining the

          7  concessions and some of the conditions and

          8  contingencies which he has achieved to incorporate

          9  in the OEM bill an assurance.

         10                 As I vote aye on all, I want to state

         11  that I call, and I'm sure with all my colleagues, in

         12  assisting that the Administration live up both to

         13  the spirit and the letter of all agreements made and

         14  that it continue to work with Council Member Yassky

         15  and the community on ongoing issues both on though

         16  of and unthought of points that will arise in the

         17  near future, and that the Administration proceed in

         18  a way with this Council and its Councilperson, to

         19  assure prime consideration to safety and security.

         20                 I also want to, Madam Public

         21  Advocate, as a member of the Veterans Caucus and its

         22  co-chair, thank Council Member Oddo for his role in

         23  assuring that the flag will fly.

         24                 Thank you. Thank you, all.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gioia.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: I vote yes to

          3  all.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gonzalez.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER GONZALEZ: Aye on all.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jackson.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Aye on all.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jennings.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER JENNINGS: Why is it

         10  that only Tony, James Davis and I microphones are

         11  broken? Is there a conspiracy here? What's going on?

         12                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: No, I know

         13  who did it, but I'm not telling you.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER JENNINGS: Aye on all.

         15  Thank you.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Katz.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Excused to

         18  explain my vote?

         19                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: I want to just

         21  say thank you to Simcha Felder, the Chair of the

         22  Subcommittee, for the difficult work that he's done,

         23  and also to David Yassky for the work that he has

         24  done in making this just a little better, although

         25  not perfect.
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          2                 I'd also like to thank my colleagues.

          3  This is a very difficult day I think for everybody,

          4  and I just wanted everyone to understand that I know

          5  that. It's not an easy day, it's not an easy

          6  decision, but I do believe that the City Council

          7  today proved its responsibility to the entire City

          8  of New York in making sure that we are prepared for

          9  any emergency that this City might face in the

         10  future, and I think that's a very important aspect

         11  for people to understand that now, and just so

         12  everyone else also knows this, right now the

         13  temporary Office of Emergency Management is not

         14  beside the bridge, it's now underneath the bridge,

         15  the Brooklyn Bridge, and it will now go from

         16  underneath the Brooklyn Bridge to the site in

         17  Brooklyn Heights, and I want to thank everyone for

         18  their responsibility today in making difficult

         19  choices that we are all elected to do. Thank you.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Koppell.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Madam Public

         22  Advocate, may I explain my vote?

         23                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: I've already

         25  spoken on LU 412 and would like to be recorded in
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          2  the negative on that item.

          3                 I would like to congratulate Gale

          4  Brewer for her work on behalf of domestic workers,

          5  and sort of in the spirit of wanting to be

          6  remembered in the future, it was about 30 years ago

          7  when my colleague in the State Legislature, who is

          8  no longer with us, Sie Posner, passed the first

          9  legislation allowing domestic workers to organize,

         10  and I just wan to say that if Sie is around he'd be

         11  smiling today. Thank you, Gale.

         12                 I vote aye on all other items besides

         13  412.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lanza.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER LANZA: Aye.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lopez.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: Pass.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Martinez.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Permission

         20  to explain my vote?

         21                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: I just want

         23  to commend Gale Brewer for her legislation on

         24  domestic workers. I proudly support the bill and I

         25  also vote aye on all.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: McMahon.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Aye on all.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Monserrate.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Allan, it

          6  happens on our side of the aisle too.

          7                 Madam Public Advocate, I'd just like

          8  to cast my vote, no to 412 and Reso 889 and aye to

          9  the rest, aye on all.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Nelson.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Aye on all.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Perkins.

         13                 (No response.)

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Provenzano.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: Aye on

         16  all.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Quinn.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: Aye on all.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Perkins.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Thank you

         21  very much. I apologize. I vote aye on all. Thank

         22  you.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Recchia.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Aye on all.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reed.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: I'd like to be

          3  excused to explain my vote.

          4                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: I really wanted

          6  to address, at least briefly, the Land Use issues

          7  that Council Member Yassky has been so passionate

          8  about, and I certainly support his representation of

          9  his community, and I think it's been outstanding,

         10  and I do think it's important for the record, for

         11  those few of us who were here in the previous

         12  Council, and sat through the ridicule and scorn that

         13  was placed upon us by the previous Police

         14  Commissioner and OEM Commissioner, when some of us

         15  suggested that putting the previous center in the

         16  World Trade Center was not a good idea, and I

         17  remembering the blistering that we got from them,

         18  and obviously nobody wanted to be proven right by

         19  having that many lives lost.

         20                 But we do recall that we passionately

         21  tried to get the previous Administration to not put

         22  it in the obvious choice of a terrorist, but of

         23  course we were told we didn't know what we were

         24  talking about.

         25                 So, I applaud you, David, for doing
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          2  this. I do think this is a tough choice for the

          3  Council, however, I feel that it is not

          4  inappropriate, as was the previous site, and we'll

          5  be voting aye on that.

          6                 I remember early in this term when

          7  the domestic workers came to my office and put this

          8  forward, I was proud to sponsor the bill then, and

          9  I'm delighted to have an opportunity to say to them

         10  that they should move forward with dignity as they

         11  have been for many years.

         12                 I vote aye on all.

         13                 Thank you.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reyna.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: Pass.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sanders.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Permission to

         18  explain my vote?

         19                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: On the issue

         21  of the emergency operation center, you know, I'm

         22  deeply grieved to differ with my colleague David

         23  Yassky. I wish perhaps if I had the information,

         24  perhaps if he had shared it earlier, we would have

         25  come to the same conclusion. However, I will vote
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          2  yes on that. On the issue of domestic workers, of

          3  course, I know what side of the barricade I'm always

          4  going to be on that one in terms of justice,

          5  absolutely.

          6                 Thank you very much. I vote aye on

          7  all.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Seabrook.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Yes, Madam

         10  President, may I be excused to explain my vote,

         11  please?

         12                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: First of

         14  all, I'm voting aye on all but I think the

         15  importance of the bill that Gale Brewer sponsored is

         16  a tremendous asset. One of the things that I think

         17  people need to understand, and this bill will

         18  indicate to people, because I had the opportunity to

         19  listen to some of the testimony and the treatment

         20  that people receive who are actually domestic

         21  workers, and one of the things that we need to

         22  inform people who hire them, and also people who

         23  serve as a conduit for their employment, is that

         24  slavery was outlawed in this country in 1865, and so

         25  that these are people who deserve the right to work,
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          2  the right to be paid, the right of all workers with

          3  dignity and respect, and if you would have listened

          4  to some of the testimony that some of these

          5  individuals had to go through, and some are

          6  relatives of ours, and some are our neighbors, and,

          7  so, this is a piece of legislation that we have

          8  lived with for so long and done too little about

          9  this action, and it is our hope that what Gale

         10  Brewer has done and the Chairman of this Committee

         11  to allow this to take place, it is indeed a pleasure

         12  to vote yes on all of these items.

         13                 Thank you, Madam.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sears.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Permission to

         16  explain my vote, Madam Public Advocate?

         17                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: I just wish to

         19  say very quickly that in addressing the OEM issue, I

         20  believe the process has worked as evidenced by the

         21  concessions that Councilman Yassky has been able to

         22  obtain from a very, very difficult situation.

         23                 The process has worked, the Council

         24  has had to vote on something in a much more global

         25  issue which is Citywide, and it has done that with
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          2  the input of the Councilman who strongly advocates

          3  for his district.

          4                 I vote aye, but in no way should that

          5  in any way imply diminishing the importance and the

          6  respect that I have for Councilman Yassky.

          7                 And if I may, may I be able to vote

          8  on other issues now, Madam Public Advocate? Yes? And

          9  I wish to congratulate Councilman Oddo, and

         10  Councilwoman Brewer, they are wonderful. May I be

         11  allowed to vote on other issues, I do have to leave

         12  for my district at this time.

         13                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Thank you. I

         15  vote aye.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Serrano.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER SERRANO: Aye.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Stewart.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: May I be

         20  excused to explain my vote, Madam Public Advocate?

         21                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Domestic

         23  workers are invariably the most recent immigrants

         24  and thus may not be documented.

         25                 These folks are being held as hostage
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          2  in many, many ways. And anything to improve the life

          3  of these workers I think will be something that I

          4  would like to support. And on Intro. 96-A, I

          5  strongly and resoundly support that idea. On all

          6  others I vote yes.

          7                 Thank you, Madam Public Advocate.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vallone.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Madam Chair,

         10  may I be briefly excused to explain my vote?

         11                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Thank you.

         13                 Regarding OEM, I, too, have the

         14  utmost respect for Council Member Yassky, who I have

         15  the honor of working with on the Public Safety

         16  Committee.

         17                 I also have the utmost respect for

         18  our Speaker and our Land Use Chair, and I am

         19  positive that they would never override the concern

         20  of a local Council member lightly, and neither would

         21  I.

         22                 On issues that involve the safety of

         23  the entire City, it is the good of all that must be

         24  our overriding concern.

         25                 Let me clear up one misunderstanding
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          2  briefly. FEMA will pay for the cost of this OEM

          3  location, but it will only pay $23 million out of

          4  the original 110 which they promised.

          5                 They have eliminated the hazard

          6  mitigation money. They are obligated to pay the

          7  replacement cost, but they've eliminated the rest

          8  and that's a fight that Council Member Yassky and I

          9  will continue to get the entire funding from FEMA.

         10  However, right now we are at war and we need to have

         11  this location built as soon as possible, so I vote

         12  aye on all.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vann.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Madam Public

         15  Advocate, briefly explain my vote?

         16                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: As it relates to

         18  the OEM building center, I think the Administration

         19  is doing what they have to do. I have no problem or

         20  disrespect with that.

         21                 I think that Councilman Yassky is

         22  doing what he has to do, and no respect to him or

         23  the Speaker. I voted no in committee because I felt

         24  that there is flexibility with the Administration, I

         25  think there is room, given the opposition coming
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          2  from the district to see whether or not there is

          3  something could be worked out within that district

          4  even, within that community, that did not seem to be

          5  forthcoming.

          6                 Therefore, I would tend to support

          7  the concept that Olly Koppell expressed. I tend to

          8  support that, and beyond that I think that there is

          9  room where the Administration perhaps did not, were

         10  not prepared to go that far.

         11                 So, without any disrespect to the

         12  Mayor's Administration, I want to vote no on Land

         13  Use 412.

         14                 I vote aye on all of the rest, but I

         15  vote with gusto and with a great deal of adoration

         16  with Gale Brewer for the Intro. 96-A. I happen to

         17  have been around, which I voted for the beginning of

         18  that legislation in the Assembly, and I agree with

         19  Olly Koppell, Sie Posner live, progress live, and

         20  thank you, Gale Brewer, for your leadership.

         21  Aye on the rest.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Weprin.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Aye on all.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Yassky.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: May I be
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          2  excused to explain my vote?

          3                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: On Intro.

          5  96-A, I believe this is one of the most important

          6  bills that this Council will pass. It will forge an

          7  entirely new way of thinking about this area of our

          8  economy, and I could not admire Gale Brewer more for

          9  her efforts on this. I commend her and I

         10  enthusiastically vote aye on that.

         11                 On OEM, I do want to thank the

         12  Speaker and Chair Katz and Chair Felder for their

         13  efforts. I disagree, of course, with their position,

         14  but I recognize that they gave this matter a great

         15  deal of diligence and a great deal of work, and I am

         16  grateful to them for that.

         17                 I just want to say on the issue of

         18  process that Council Member DeBlasio raised, and

         19  Simcha Felder, I do not think -- I could never speak

         20  for Council Member DeBlasio, but what I believe that

         21  he's referring to is the fact that really this was a

         22  site picked out by the Administration for

         23  unexplained reasons and no reasons were ever given

         24  for why other sites were not equally accessible, if

         25  not better. And I think that was the fault in the

                                                            94

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  process, and that is the problem that the public I

          3  think sees and I see with what happened here.

          4                 And I also just want to say on the

          5  question of FEMA funding, one of the problems with

          6  this site is that the congressional representatives,

          7  Congresswoman Velazquez and Congressman Townes, do

          8  not want to see this building go forward and they

          9  are working to make sure that FEMA does not fund it

         10  at this site.

         11                 You know, we've got to go to the

         12  federal government united, and for FEMA to pick a

         13  location like this, rather for OEM to pick this

         14  location, frankly, just makes it impossible for the

         15  City to go to the federal government in the united

         16  fashion, and I think that is one of the real

         17  problems with the site.

         18                 And just last, on the issue of the

         19  concessions or the modifications made, while I again

         20  respect the work of the Committee to address the

         21  concerns raised by myself and by the community, I do

         22  want to be clear both to my colleagues and to the

         23  public, that I remain steadfast in my opposition to

         24  the project notwithstanding concessions made. I did

         25  not agree to the project.
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          2                 So, with that said, I want to vote no

          3  on Land Use 412 and Res 889 and aye on all the rest.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Clarke.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Madam Public

          6  Advocate, may I be excused to explain my vote?

          7                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: I'd like to

          9  address first the whole OEM building siting, LU 14,

         10  companion Reso 889.

         11                 You know, I think it's just

         12  remarkable how we as human beings have this capacity

         13  to justify and rationalize.

         14                 I'm concerned about the amount of due

         15  diligence that was done in actually looking at

         16  alternative sites once Council Member Yassky, and so

         17  many others raise the flag about their concern. To

         18  minimize and say things like now we're only going to

         19  store five days of fuel in the building, I mean all

         20  you need is half a gallon of gasoline for something

         21  to go up. You know, so we've come to that point in

         22  who we are to be able to rationalize and justify

         23  things that we know may be dangerous to us, and I

         24  believe that this location is dangerous to us. I

         25  sincerely believe that, and therefore, I must vote
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          2  no on this Land Use matter and vote aye on all the

          3  other matters before us today, specifically the

          4  domestic workers legislation like I said is

          5  fantastic, I'm just happy that this day has come for

          6  that.

          7                 Thank you, Madam Public Advocate.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Davis.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER DAVIS: Permission to

         10  explain my vote.

         11                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER DAVIS: Domestic

         13  workers and household employees, this is a

         14  demonstration that this Council is committed to

         15  standing up for immigrants, standing up for people

         16  of color, regardless of race or creed. So, I would

         17  like to commend the Speaker and Gale Brewer and

         18  Allan Jennings, the members of the Council, for

         19  voting yes to domestic workers and household

         20  employees.

         21                 We're not looking at race or income,

         22  we're looking at people and making judgments based

         23  on what's right.

         24                 So, I'll be voting yes on Intro.

         25  96-A. And along with, I would like to acknowledge
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          2  Councilman Oddo on behalf of my father who fought in

          3  World War II and my grandfather who fought in World

          4  War I, we was raised in my family never to forget

          5  POWs, never to forget individuals who put their

          6  lives on the line for America, for all of us, and in

          7  light of the young man that we honored here today.

          8  So, I'll be voting yes there as well.

          9                 As far as the Land Use No. 412,

         10  again, what's the rush? I would like if we could

         11  wait to look at alternative sites. As a retired

         12  police officer, safety concerns, representing that

         13  particular area, I would like to see us wait and

         14  review the process again.

         15                 But I know it's a tough decision. So,

         16  I'll say no on Land Use 412 and aye on the rest.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Dilan.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: Madam Advocate,

         19  may I have a moment to explain my vote?

         20                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: I vote aye on

         22  all coupled general order items with the exception

         23  of Land Use 412. I think that Council Member Yassky

         24  has offered a real alternative that would be

         25  accessible by air, by water, and that's very close
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          2  to the bridges, and that is underutilized. So, on

          3  that note, I vote in favor of Council Member Yassky,

          4  and I respect each and every one of my colleagues in

          5  the decisions that we have to make, but I think that

          6  this decision could have been done in a more

          7  collaborative fashion, and I vote no on Land Use

          8  412.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Fidler.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Madam Public

         11  Advocate, could I be excused to explain my vote?

         12                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: I've never

         14  been a NIMBY kind of guy. Having told civic groups

         15  in my district on many occasions that their

         16  oppositions to the siting of group homes to

         17  developmentally disabled people was wrong-minded,

         18  and I'm not a NIMBY kind of guy, whether that means

         19  Not In My Back Yard, not in my borough, or not in my

         20  Brooklyn. And I do recognize the need for an OEM

         21  center in this City, and I do also want to say that

         22  I appreciate greatly the work that's been done by

         23  the Speaker, by Chairwoman Katz, and Subcommittee

         24  Chairman Felder. I think that their process is

         25  extraordinarily open, and I think that they
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          2  participated in a great way with the community and

          3  they visited the site and took in concerns, into

          4  their concern, the issues that were raised, and I

          5  applaud them for the concessions that they did make.

          6                 But I'm going to side with Council

          7  Member Yassky on this, not because he's a nice guy

          8  or because he's smart or good looking, or because he

          9  took the tenacity of a pit bull to the issue, but

         10  because he convinced me that this isn't the best

         11  site for an OEM center, and that's what we should be

         12  voting for.

         13                 I am not convinced by the arguments I

         14  have heard rejecting the Navy Yard. Frankly, this

         15  notion of rejecting it because it's in a flood zone

         16  is ridiculous. To the best of my recollection, the

         17  last flood in Brooklyn was in the time of Noah. So,

         18  I think the reasoning is specious, and we ought to

         19  be in the business of selecting the best site.

         20                 I do think that the compromise, that

         21  the compromise that at least reflects concerns that

         22  are legitimate, and I am going to vote no on Land

         23  Use 412, Reso 889, but with the concern that if we

         24  prevail on the no side, if the action carries any

         25  way without the concessions that were reached, and
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          2  that part of the process I find to be a little

          3  bizarre and surreal and maybe we better figure out a

          4  better way of doing things in terms of Land Use.

          5                 So, I vote no on 412, 889, and yes on

          6  all other coupled general orders.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gerson.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Madam Public

          9  Advocate, with permission of my colleagues, I'd like

         10  to vote aye on all Land Use Call-Ups. Thank you.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lopez.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: Permission to

         13  explain my vote.

         14                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: In regard to

         16  the domestic workers bill, I just want from the

         17  bottom of my heart to congratulate Council Member

         18  Gale Brewer, because it takes a woman to understand

         19  the work of another woman, and in that base I must

         20  say that when you look at what women in the United

         21  States go through, they take these jobs, it is

         22  unbelievable for me to see that only recently that

         23  we are acquiring the conscience for that.

         24                 Council Member Brewer, you are sewer.

         25                 In regard to the item in Brooklyn, I
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          2  just want to call the attention to the entire

          3  membership of this body. To the fact that it is an

          4  item that have to do with the well-being of the

          5  entire City, and not with an item allocated to a

          6  particular district.

          7                 Issues that affect our district are

          8  issues that affect our representation and our

          9  leadership, as individuals that represent that area.

         10                 But many times we have to make tough

         11  decisions, decisions that go beyond our district,

         12  decisions that have to do with this institution, and

         13  the well-being of this institution, in making

         14  decisions connected to Land Use and to determine

         15  where we put and where we don't put certain kind of

         16  programs, and those decisions sometimes are very

         17  tough and very difficult. But I think that it's very

         18  important that when we make those decisions, we may

         19  then take in consideration first and much more the

         20  well-being of the institution and the need of the

         21  entire City.

         22                 In base of that logic and in base of

         23  that thought process, is that I understand that this

         24  need to be approved, it need to go forward.

         25                 Do we care for the interests and the
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          2  well-being of the people surrounding the area?

          3  Absolutely, we do. But sacrifices have to be made,

          4  contributions have to be made by all of us in this

          5  City and it's the time for this moment of that

          6  particular community to do that contribution.

          7                 I vote aye on all.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reyna.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: Permission to

         10  explain my vote?

         11                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: Thank you,

         13  Madam Public Advocate.

         14                 I rise today with difficulty. I

         15  support my colleagues in every way, shape or form

         16  within my limitations, and today I commend Council

         17  Member Yassky for his effort on behalf of his

         18  residents, on behalf of himself and his family for

         19  having stood up for what is right for his community.

         20                 Throughout the process, as far as

         21  siting facilities are concerned throughout the City

         22  of New York, I commend the Administration for having

         23  really heard the concerns and address the issues

         24  that came before them.

         25                 But I am disappointed as how they are
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          2  siting other facilities within my district, and I

          3  hope that their dialogue changes when it comes to

          4  these irrational lack of communication they continue

          5  to observe.

          6                 So, in commending their efforts in

          7  doing right by our community, as far as the 33rd

          8  Council District is concerned, and hoping that they

          9  take those actions and apply them throughout the

         10  City of New York, by speaking to representatives,

         11  considering the fact that five homeless shelters

         12  have been sited in my district, and the fair share

         13  concern I have, as far as sitings of facilities such

         14  as these, and there has been no response from them,

         15  I would like to vote aye on all items and commend

         16  Council Member Brewer for her effort on the domestic

         17  workers bill.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Oddo.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: May I be

         20  temporarily excused to explain my vote?

         21                 In my long-winded speech earlier in

         22  thanking folks, I was remiss in failing to mention

         23  someone very important to the process and that was

         24  Chairman Serrano, and I just want to thank him

         25  publicly and his staff for scheduling a hearing and
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          2  having that for a vote.

          3                 I'm going to vote yes on all items

          4  today, but let me just say that I believe that David

          5  Yassky is a gentleman and has been a gentleman

          6  throughout this process, and more importantly he's

          7  been incredibly articulate and passionate in

          8  representing his district.

          9                 As a republican, I'm familiar with

         10  the sense of believing you're on the right side of

         11  the issue, and simply not having enough votes. So,

         12  David, I feel your pain but I can't give you my

         13  vote.

         14                 I vote aye on all.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Rivera.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA:  I vote aye on

         17  all.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Speaker Mr. Miller.

         19                 SPEAKER MILLER:  I'm going to vote

         20  aye.

         21                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: All items on

         22  today's general order calendar were adopted by a

         23  vote of 49 in the affirmative, zero in the negative,

         24  zero abstentions; with the exception of LU 412 and

         25  Resolution 889, which was adopted by a vote of 38 in
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          2  the affirmative, 11 in the negative. And the revised

          3  Land Use Call-Up vote, 49 in the affirmative, zero

          4  in the negative.

          5                 Introduction and Reading of Bills.

          6                 SPEAKER MILLER: All items are

          7  referred to the committee as indicated on the

          8  agenda.

          9                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Discussion

         10  of Resolutions. Remember you have one minute this

         11  time.

         12                 And Mr. Nelson.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Thank you,

         14  Madam Public Advocate.

         15                 Reso 834, I along with John Liu,

         16  calls upon the Governor, State of New York, to

         17  direct the MTA to rescind its approval of the recent

         18  Transit fare increase.

         19                 It's been found that they have a

         20  surplus. I believe the Comptroller's reports are

         21  correct. I believe they possess an incredible amount

         22  of credibility. People just are having difficulty

         23  affording living right now, and this is not going to

         24  help whatsoever.

         25                 I would implore the MTA to rejoin the
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          2  human race, get back on the train with all of us. In

          3  the credibility world, the MTA ranks along with

          4  Scott Peterson, Robert Blake, and OJ right now, and

          5  we would like them to rescind that fare. Okay, I'll

          6  pass. 803 also.

          7                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          8  Member Barron. One minute.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Yes, thank

         10  you, Madam Advocate.

         11                 I just would like to encourage my

         12  colleagues to vote yes on Resolution 604. Right

         13  under this building that we sit is the remains of

         14  our African ancestors, an African ancestor burial

         15  ground, right downtown Manhattan here, a part which

         16  was destroyed during the World Trade Center tragedy.

         17  Over 427 bones or remains from African ancestors

         18  have not been reburied since 1991. That is

         19  disrespectful, it dishonors our ancestors. This

         20  resolution is calling for the immediate reburial of

         21  the remains of our ancestors. You must remember from

         22  1625 to 1827 there was slavery here in New York City

         23  and that story must be told.

         24                 We're calling for a memorial site, a

         25  museum and the reinterment of our ancestoral
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          2  remains. Thank you very much, Madam Chair.

          3                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you.

          4                 Council Member Serrano.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER SERRANO: Thank you,

          6  Madam Chair.

          7                 I also rise in support of Resolution

          8  604-A of the African burial grounds.

          9                 We have here, my colleagues, one of

         10  the most significant archeological sites, as well as

         11  culturally significant sites in the entire City of

         12  New York. Yet for over ten years the federal

         13  government has failed to move in a timely manner to

         14  create an adequate memorial, an as well as the

         15  reinterment of the bones of the Africans who were

         16  discovered there.

         17                 I think that it's a shame that it's

         18  been this way. I'd like to thank Council Member

         19  Charles Barron for being a champion of this cause

         20  since the site was discovered in 1991.

         21                 I'd like to thank the members of the

         22  Cultural Affairs Committee for moving on this and

         23  passing it out very quickly, and I look forward to

         24  working with the federal government to move as

         25  quickly as possible so that a proper memorial is
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          2  erected on the site. And I encourage all of my

          3  colleagues here to support it. Thank you.

          4                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you.

          5                 Council Member Reed.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: Thank you, Madam

          7  Public Advocate.

          8                 I, too, rise to support 604-A but

          9  more importantly to thank my colleague Charles

         10  Barron who is also a lion in this fight for respect

         11  in recognition of our ancestors.

         12                 I recall at the hearing last week the

         13  shock that I felt as we began to hear a disrespect

         14  over the years that we've encountered from the

         15  federal government. And it was hard for me to

         16  believe that almost any other people would have

         17  stood for this for as long as we have. This is plain

         18  and simply an outrage that the bones of our

         19  ancestors who built Lower Manhattan, who were

         20  enslaved in this country, is a simple request to put

         21  those bones back in the ground.

         22                 We're not asking for reparations and

         23  recognition, to put our families' bones back in the

         24  ground.

         25                 Thank you.
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          2                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          3  Member Lopez.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: Thank you,

          5  Madam Chair.

          6                 I rise to speak on the Resolution

          7  604-A. It is my belief that the two most fundamental

          8  advancing the life of a society is the timing which

          9  a child born and a time which a human being die.

         10                 The federal government of our country

         11  has consistently disrespect people of African

         12  descent, with the issue of the burial ground, the

         13  disrespect has grown beyond acceptance.

         14                 We live in a society in which we

         15  honor our dead with giving them proper burial, and

         16  in here the federal government not only removed the

         17  bodies of the people who died and were buried by

         18  their loved ones, they keep those bones illegally

         19  against the law and against the interest of the

         20  people who are the ones who own these bodies.

         21                 The bodies in questions are children

         22  and adults, and it's time for the federal government

         23  to return them to the appropriate place.

         24                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Time,

         25  Council member, thank you.
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          2                 Council Member Davis.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER DAVIS: I rise to

          4  support Resolution 604-A, and I encourage my

          5  colleagues to do the same, not only because I'm an

          6  African American, but because I understand that this

          7  is about history, this is about sacrifice.

          8                 Slaves were here in this country of

          9  ours, but slaves were also here in this City of

         10  ours. In fact, when I see the water sometimes, I

         11  think about the slave ships coming over.

         12                 So, this is a reasonable request, a

         13  memorial, a plaque to honor individuals who have

         14  come before us.

         15                 You know, people look and see the

         16  greatness of New York City and the skyscrapers and

         17  they sometimes only think about the developers, they

         18  only think about the modern day heroes, the

         19  individuals who developed. But understand that long

         20  before persons were here, New York City had slavery.

         21  Long before the New York City that we know today

         22  there were individuals who were mistreated,

         23  individuals who were wrong, so it's now time that we

         24  give those individuals, those 427 Africans, a right

         25  for memorial, a plaque to honor their historic
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          2  contribution to this City of New York and America.

          3                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Time,

          4  Council member.

          5                 Council Member Gerson.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Thank you,

          7  Madam Public Advocate.

          8                 As the representative of the district

          9  including the burial ground of which we're speaking,

         10  I rise in strong support of Intro. 604, for all the

         11  reasons cited. But in the rest of my one minute, I

         12  want to make the point that as we rebuild Lower

         13  Manhattan, we must preserve the history of Lower

         14  Manhattan, and that history includes an important

         15  and rich African American history.

         16                 I have made it clear from the very

         17  beginning of the cultural plans for the cultural

         18  group blueprint for downtown that we must include a

         19  significant African American heritage museum within

         20  the Lower Manhattan historic district. As I vote for

         21  604, I renew that pledge, and I will ask all my

         22  colleagues to join with me to assure that this comes

         23  true. Thank you very much.

         24                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         25  Member Clarke.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Thank you,

          3  Madam Public Advocate.

          4                 I, too, am in support of Resolution

          5  604-A. You know, the reinterring of our ancestors in

          6  Lower Manhattan is critical. The history of our

          7  contributions, people who look like me, must be a

          8  part of our history and must not be denied any

          9  longer.

         10                 I want to commend Council Members

         11  Lopez and Barron for bringing us to this point and

         12  ask then my colleagues really resoundingly adopt

         13  this resolution here today. And unlike Phil Reed, I

         14  do want my reparations. Thank you.

         15                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         16  Member Felder.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Thank you.

         18                 I want to commend Councilman Barron

         19  and Councilman Serrano on 604-A.

         20                 Charles, I'm commending you.

         21                 I think that there is no greater

         22  kindness than the kindness, what we call (in

         23  Yiddish) which is the kindness of truth, the

         24  kindness, the respect and the honor that one gives

         25  to the dead, because that's a kindness that can't be
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          2  repaid, obviously, and that there is nothing more

          3  important than showing the respect and honor for the

          4  dead, and in this resolution, that's in fact that

          5  which we are trying to do, and I ask that everybody

          6  be done to really make this happen immediately.

          7  Thank you.

          8                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          9  Member Yassky.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Can we speak

         11  on resolutions or on bills introduced today?

         12                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Resolutions.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: I pass then.

         14  Thank you.

         15                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         16  Member Vann.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Thank you, Madam

         18  Public Advocate.

         19                 I obviously commend my colleague,

         20  Councilman Barron, for being an advocate over the

         21  years on this very significant issue, to our

         22  history. I commend our colleagues for rising in

         23  support of this and expressing compassion how they

         24  feel about it.

         25                 I'm outraged that the federal
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          2  government who have shown such disrespect for our

          3  ancestors. If you do not respect our ancestors, it

          4  means you do not respect us. And I think we have

          5  proven ourselves to this American society, we have

          6  fought in every war, we built the nation, we tamed

          7  the west, what do we have to do to get some respect

          8  around here?

          9                 So, again, I commend my colleagues

         10  for their support, because this is not simply a

         11  resolution where we're just honoring, it's also a

         12  reflection of the total people, and for the federal

         13  government to continue to deny that respect to the

         14  bones of our ancestors is more than outrageous, and

         15  I'm glad that our Council at least has risen to the

         16  occasion, and show proper respect and let that

         17  resound in the House of Congress.

         18                 Thank you, Madam Public Advocate.

         19                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you.

         20                 Council Member Perkins.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Thank you

         22  very much.

         23                 I just want to first commend Council

         24  Member Barron, as well as my colleagues with regard

         25  to Reso 604-A, and it's a very, very important
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          2  statement, coming out of this Council.

          3                 It's been since 1991 that the African

          4  Burial Ground was discovered and commitments were

          5  made to bring some dignity to the ancestors of those

          6  who are of African descent as they were interred at

          7  that place. And that period of time, instead of

          8  seeing progress, in many respects we have seen going

          9  backwards, because by now not only should the bones

         10  have been reinterred, not only should they have been

         11  brought back from wherever they were, or sent for

         12  study, but there should have been a monument built

         13  by now and other type of activities should have been

         14  placed at this site long before now.

         15                 Right now it is basically a lawn with

         16  a name plate that acknowledges that it exists and

         17  where it exists, but it does not truly reflect the

         18  dignity and respect that this City, that this

         19  country should have for those who are interred there

         20  and for those of us who have had, whose ancestors

         21  are part of that burial ground.

         22                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Time,

         23  Council member.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Thank you

         25  very much.
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          2                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          3  Member Yassky.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Thank you. I

          5  just want to join in support of Res 604-A, and

          6  commend Council Member Barron for his work on this.

          7                 The burial site I remember very well

          8  in 1991 when people realized that there was more

          9  here than met the eye, and for people who know what

         10  that is, that's sacred ground. And it's true, yes,

         11  there's a plaque, but most people who walk by there

         12  I think have no understanding whatever of what's

         13  going on there and what that ground represents, and

         14  I do think that the federal government has just

         15  defaulted in its responsibilities. I mean, it was

         16  one thing to proceed without knowing, but now that

         17  they know, there's no reason not to do the right

         18  thing, and I commend Council Member Barron for this

         19  resolution.

         20                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Being no

         21  more, we're going to move on.

         22                 We're going to vote on the

         23  resolutions. Remember, it's an aye or a nay vote.

         24                 Okay, Resolution 135-A, all in favor?

         25                 Opposed?
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          2                 No. Adopted.

          3                 Resolution 604-A.

          4                 Opposed?

          5                 Adopted.

          6                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM Resolution

          7  730, in favor?

          8                 Opposed?

          9                 Resolution 750.

         10                 Opposed?

         11                 Adopted. Both adopted, sorry.

         12                 Resolution 752-A?

         13                 Opposed?

         14                 Adopted.

         15                 Resolution 803?

         16                 Opposed?

         17                 Adopted.

         18                 Resolution 833?

         19                 Opposed?

         20                 Adopted.

         21                 Resolution 834?

         22                 Opposed?

         23                 Adopted.

         24                 General Discussion.

         25                 Council Member Nelson.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Thank you,

          3  Madam Public Advocate.

          4                 Just there's three resos, 871, 876

          5  and 880, and they all deal with payday loans. You

          6  might know that the MTA, again I must hit them, they

          7  allow advertising for this, number one, and it draws

          8  people into getting instant cash while paying

          9  usurious fees for it. Up to 474 percent, perhaps

         10  even up to 700 percent I have heard.

         11                 This is something that would make the

         12  mob envious of, and it's legal at present.

         13                 So, two things. One, we have to

         14  educate the public to it, until we can actually

         15  hopefully outlaw it. So, we're working on that.

         16  There's three resolutions that deal with it.

         17                 And I congratulate also my

         18  colleagues, Council Member Comrie and Council Member

         19  Sears for this as well, which they may be addressing

         20  the issues. And there's two intros on it, too.

         21  Again, we're sponsoring it together. It will be

         22  myself with Sears, and Comrie and the Speaker

         23  Miller.

         24                 Anyway, draw your attention to all

         25  these. It's seriously impacting negatively upon our
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          2  constituents and the poorest are the ones who are

          3  attracted to this. Those most vulnerable.

          4                 Thank you, Madam Public Advocate.

          5                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE PERKINS:

          6  Simcha Felder.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Are you the

          8  Public Advocate?

          9                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE PERKINS:

         10  Actually in the absence of the Speaker, I am the

         11  Acting Speaker.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Okay, I just

         13  wanted to know.

         14                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE PERKINS: So,

         15  in that regard it's time for reparations.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Am I supposed

         17  to respond to that?

         18                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE PERKINS: As

         19  the Madam Public Advocate?

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Can you make

         21  up your mind who you are? Are you the Acting Speaker

         22  or the Public Advocate?

         23                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE PERKINS:

         24  Actually I have two hats.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Okay. May I,
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          2  Madam Public Advocate and Acting Speaker, first of

          3  all, I want to thank all of my colleagues who have

          4  remained here for this discussion.

          5                 Acting Speaker, I have a general

          6  question, general discussion. My understanding is

          7  that under the rules there's a maximum of five

          8  proclamations for each Stated Meeting; is that true?

          9                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPEAKER: Yes.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: And if we have

         11  about 20 meetings a year that would be about 100

         12  proclamations; is that true?

         13                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE PERKINS: Yes.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: You're not

         15  under oath, you can say.

         16                 I would like to suggest, that besides

         17  the maximum of five per Stated Meeting, there should

         18  be a maximum per member. If we have 15 members and

         19  they have about 100 a year, that should be a maximum

         20  of two per member.

         21                 If I love doing proclamations, which

         22  I don't, or somebody else likes doing 30 a year, I

         23  don't understand how this process works?

         24                 I want to suggest that it be brought

         25  up in the Rules Committee or wherever else, that
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          2  besides the maximum of five per Stated Meeting there

          3  should be a maximum per member.

          4                 Mr. Acting Speaker?

          5                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE PERKINS: Are

          6  you finished?

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: I'm not

          8  finished.

          9                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE PERKINS: I

         10  heard your suggestion and I want you to know that it

         11  will be taken up by the next steering committee

         12  meeting, unless I can convene a steering committee

         13  meeting soon.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: No, I don't

         15  want you to do that. I know you're very busy. Thank

         16  you.

         17                 Okay, as Acting Deputy Majority

         18  Leader, I call on Mr. Bill Perkins.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Thank you

         20  very much.

         21                 Folks, I just wanted to bring your

         22  attention to the fact that on May 17th, 2003, the

         23  National Association for the Advancement of Colored

         24  People, better known as the NAACP, and the nation,

         25  will commemorate the anniversary of the Landmark
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          2  Brown versus Board of Education Decision, and

          3  reestablish a commitment to continue lending,

          4  leading the charge to build a foundation for

          5  assuring that all students have access to a

          6  high-quality education.

          7                 As a ground-breaking case, Brown

          8  versus Board of Education not only overturned the

          9  precedent of Pressy versus Ferguson, which had

         10  ruled, "separate but unequal facilities

         11  constitutional, but also provided the legal

         12  foundation for the civil rights movement of the

         13  1960s.

         14                 And even though the Brown versus

         15  Board of Education Decision was considered a

         16  revolutionary decision, it was in fact the

         17  culmination of changes both in the court and in the

         18  strategies of integration's most powerful legal

         19  champion, the National Association for Advancement

         20  of Colored People.

         21                 So, I just want to bring that to your

         22  attention. As a life member of the NAACP, I also

         23  want to take the time to encourage you to make sure

         24  that you join NAACP, because it's still the leading

         25  civil rights organization representing not only
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          2  people of color but people who are interested in

          3  civil liberties and civil rights in our country.

          4  Thank you very much.

          5                 Next.

          6                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          7  Member Monserrate.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Thank you,

          9  Madam Chair.

         10                 Last week the Rent Guidelines Board

         11  approved a plan to increase rent to record highs,

         12  this could literally mean a difference between a

         13  home and the streets for many of New York families.

         14  This is simply too much for our working families in

         15  the City of New York and the residents to bear while

         16  dealing with increased fees, higher subway tolls,

         17  and skyrocketing unemployment.

         18                 There has been a lot of rhetoric

         19  about sharing the pain during this fiscal crisis,

         20  yet the New York City real estate market has created

         21  some of the wealthiest individuals on earth.

         22                 We need documentation that this

         23  industry is truly being threatened by increased

         24  costs, rather than merely suffering from a slightly

         25  diminished yet still respectable bottom line.
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          2                 That's why I've joined with Helen

          3  Foster and other Council Members, to introduce a

          4  resolution calling for a moratorium on rent

          5  increases.

          6                 This issue, this is a matter of due

          7  diligence at a moment of financial crisis in our

          8  City, and I want to thank many of the tenant

          9  organizers throughout the Borough of Queens and the

         10  City who are here today who rode buses up to Albany

         11  and I want to say that we are here supporting our

         12  Speaker also who made a decision, a conscientious

         13  decision, to assist many of the tenants to head up

         14  to Albany and lobby because that's what government

         15  is about.

         16                 So, to our Speaker, kudos, and I

         17  praise him, and we stand by him, and to all the

         18  other tenant leaders out there, the fight continues.

         19                 Thank you very much. I urge all my

         20  colleagues to please sign on to Reso 875. Thank you.

         21                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         22  Member Yassky.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Thank you. I

         24  just want to draw my colleagues' attention to three

         25  bills being introduced today that I think would make
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          2  a material difference to the quality of life of our

          3  constituents.

          4                 One of them has to do with security

          5  outside bars and nightclubs. As you know, with the

          6  smoking ban in effect, we are going to see a real

          7  increase in people milling about outside bars and

          8  nightclubs. I think that one way to protect the

          9  affected neighborhoods is to allow bars and

         10  nightclubs to hire off-duty police officers in

         11  uniform to stand outside these establishments.

         12  There's nothing like a uniform presence to ensure

         13  public order.

         14                 The second and third of these bills

         15  have to do with the litter caused by circulars and

         16  flyers put on cars, car windshields and doorsteps

         17  and stoops.

         18                 I'm sure your neighborhoods, like

         19  mine, suffer from a great deal of litter caused by

         20  these flyers. Two bills being introduced, one urges

         21  the State Legislature to make it unlawful and make

         22  it a littering violation for people to put flyers on

         23  windshields, and makes it a presumption that the

         24  person who's establishment is advertised on the

         25  flyer is responsible for the litter.
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          2                 And then the second would allow

          3  home-owners to place a receptacle on their stoops or

          4  doorsteps specifically for flyers. The first

          5  amendment would make it then a littering violation,

          6  for someone to put a flyer elsewhere on the stoop or

          7  doorstep. The first amendment prohibits us from

          8  completely prohibiting the practice of throwing

          9  piles of paper on people's doorsteps, but we can

         10  authorize homeowners to create that sort of special

         11  receptacle and then make a littering violation if

         12  people do not respect it.

         13                 So, I urge my colleagues to support

         14  these. Thank you.

         15                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         16  Member Sanders.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Madam Public

         18  Advocate, I rise to greet my colleagues with a

         19  no-brainer. A no-brainer. Who in this audience, who

         20  in this body is in favor of excessive noise

         21  pollution?

         22                 Since I have not gotten a single

         23  logical yes, I'm going to accept that this body

         24  stands with the people of New York.

         25                 Our Mayor created the telephone
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          2  number 3-1-1. The number one complaint of the 3-1-1

          3  line was noise pollution.

          4                 I stand before you to talk about

          5  Intro. 472. An introduction, a bill that was brought

          6  to me by some constituents.

          7                 The City does not have the

          8  wherewithal right now to deal with the question of

          9  noise.

         10                 Right now they have a standard of

         11  what is called unreasonable noise. Now, notice that

         12  is very subjective. Some may hear it this way, some

         13  may hear it another way.

         14                 We are putting in, instead of some

         15  subjective unreasonable noise, we are trying to

         16  change the law to say plainly audible, meaning that

         17  if you can hear a lawnmower or a car radio 100 feet

         18  away in the day or 50 feet away in the evening, that

         19  is noise pollution. That will give our police the

         20  ability to go and tell a person that they have to

         21  cut that stuff off. They have to cut it out. All of

         22  your constituents have come before you talking about

         23  the never-ending party that goes on and on until

         24  three and four in the morning and we can't get any

         25  police to come and do anything about it.
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          2                 Or people just cutting their radio,

          3  their giant boom box is on, where you are on the

          4  next block, yet you feel like you're in the middle

          5  of the party, and you weren't even invited, and you

          6  couldn't even decline.

          7                 Support me and let's squash the

          8  noise. Thank you very much.

          9                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

         10  Council member.

         11                 Council Member Davis.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER DAVIS: I rise to

         13  encourage support of Resolution 875, which deals

         14  with New York City Rent Guideline Board not to

         15  improve any rent increase or rent stabilized

         16  apartments until further study. Further study.

         17  What's the rush to judgment? Further study. Study to

         18  show you're self approved. Study is a good thing.

         19                 So, I encourage to wait, the study

         20  process to take place.

         21                 And then also to support Resolution

         22  873, which I along with Councilman Bill DeBlasio,

         23  his tremendous leadership, to prevent DWI, Driver

         24  While Intoxicated, to make sure that people who

         25  drive while intoxicated are held accountable for
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          2  their actions.

          3                 Too many loopholes. I, as a retired

          4  Police Officer, I've pulled over individuals that

          5  was under the influence of alcohol. We need to

          6  strengthen the system to make sure that individuals

          7  do not find a loophole. People are going to jail for

          8  six months and they are involved with DWI, where

          9  lives have been lost, and individuals have been

         10  killed.

         11                 And then Resolution 872, which is a

         12  resolution that I'm introducing, recognizing the

         13  Month of June as Water Safety Month.

         14                 So many lives have been lost, June

         15  being the beginning of the summer, so many lives

         16  have been lost and every year we hear about it,

         17  every summer we hear about it. So, I want to get as

         18  much education out there as possible, so that

         19  parents and individuals who have children, when

         20  they're on the beaches, they'll be conscious of the

         21  fact that drownings do take place.

         22                 So, I would encourage all the Council

         23  Members to support Resolution 872, which will say

         24  that June is Water Safety Month here in the City of

         25  New York, urging all New Yorkers and visitors who
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          2  plan to be near any water source to apply water

          3  safety measures to prevent drownings and

          4  water-related injuries.

          5                 I've seen families who have lost

          6  children needlessly and senselessly. Let's be

          7  conscious. Let's support Resolution 872, 873 and

          8  875. Thank you, Madam Public Advocate.

          9                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         10  Member Clarke.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Thank you,

         12  Madam Public Advocate.

         13                 My colleagues, I'd like to bring to

         14  your attention a very time sensitive resolution that

         15  is before you today.

         16                 Resolution 869, which talks about

         17  Article 15-A, which is a State Executive Order

         18  around providing opportunities for women and

         19  minority-owned business enterprises. It is due to

         20  expire this year, and there had been legislation put

         21  forward in both the Assembly and the Senate that

         22  have all of the requirements that we need to

         23  maintain this program to set the trend so that

         24  business can continue to be integrated into the full

         25  spectrum of procurement opportunity here in the
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          2  State of New York and thereby extension the City of

          3  New York.

          4                 We need to take a note and send a

          5  message to the State Legislature that this is not

          6  something they can afford to sleep on, we're not

          7  sleeping on it here in the City, and we expect to

          8  see them pass this legislation so that by extension

          9  we can reap benefits and apply the appropriate

         10  pressures here in the City to make sure that women

         11  and minorities are involved in the full spectrum of

         12  economic development in the City of New York.

         13                 Money is being spent in fiscal

         14  crisis. We want to see it made possible for

         15  communities that have long been denied the

         16  opportunity to be a part of this, to be a part of

         17  the economic recovery of our City.

         18                 So, my colleagues, don't forget to

         19  sign on. Let's send that message to the State.

         20  Article 15-A will expire in December.

         21                 Thank you very much, Madam Public

         22  Advocate.

         23                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         24  Member Gennaro.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Thank you,
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          2  Madam Public Advocate.

          3                 I'm not in my regular seat because

          4  the microphones aren't working in that row.

          5                 I rise to support Resolution 875, in

          6  support of further study before the Rent Guidelines

          7  Board proceeds with any increase for tenants.

          8                 We had a glorious day in Albany

          9  yesterday bringing this to the steps of the State

         10  capital. I'm in full support of Resolution 875.

         11                 I also wish to thank anyone here, and

         12  everyone here, who had signed onto the letter that I

         13  passed around calling upon the Water Board to

         14  further decrease the water rate increase that it

         15  passed on May 5th. They had asked originally for a

         16  6.5 percent increase. We brought a Council analysis

         17  showing that 2.3 percent was necessary.

         18                 That was also thanks to David Weprin

         19  and the Finance staff who helped us crunch the

         20  numbers. They came back with a 5.5 percent increase,

         21  which is still way too high. They passed that on May

         22  5th, but now every member of the Council has signed

         23  onto those letters and we'll be taking it to them

         24  once again. I thank everyone here for signing onto

         25  that important letter. Thank you.
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          2                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Seeing there

          3  is nobody else, the meeting is recessed.

          4                 (Hearing recessed at 4:10 p.m.)
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