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          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2                 SPEAKER MILLER: We have a

          3  proclamation that we'd like to give to you and to

          4  your colleagues to recognize the extraordinary

          5  contributions of the revered, the Lubavitcher Rebbe,

          6  Rabbi Menachem Schneerson, of course. And we'd like

          7  to ask the clerk at this point to read the

          8  proclamation and then have a few words from you, if

          9  you would, Rabbi. Thank you.

         10                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: The Council, City

         11  of New York, Proclamation.

         12                 The Council of the City of New York

         13  is proud to join family, friends and distinguished

         14  members of the Jewish community in celebrating the

         15  101st birthday of the renowned and revered leader,

         16  the late Lubavitcher Rebbe, Rabbi Menachem M.

         17  Schneerson; and

         18                 WHEREAS: In all of his years of

         19  dedicated leadership, Rabbi Schneerson established

         20  over 2,000 Lubavitcher Centers, helping people of

         21  all walks of life throughout the world, from

         22  Australia to Africa, from Holland to Argentina; and

         23  from Moscow to Jerusalem; and

         24                 WHEREAS: Rabbi Schneerson's

         25  educational activities throughout the globe have
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          2  enriched and strengthened the religious,

          3  educational, cultural and ethical lives of all

          4  citizens of the world; and

          5                 WHEREAS: Rabbi Schneerson called upon

          6  all citizens of the world to make a personal

          7  commitment to increase their acts of goodness and

          8  kindness; and

          9                 WHEREAS: The Lubavitcher movement has

         10  made its world headquarters in our City, the City of

         11  New York, for the past 63 years; and

         12                 WHEREAS: As our Nation's armed forces

         13  have recently been engaged in combat, fighting in

         14  defense of freedom and humanity, we are reminded of

         15  the valuable lessons taught by Rabbi Schneerson as

         16  we pray for the continued success of our soldiers

         17  and their safe return to their families; now,

         18  therefore

         19                 BE IT KNOWN: That the Council of the

         20  City of New York joins world Jewry in observing the

         21  period of Iyar 18, Lag B'omer, 5763 until 30 Av,

         22  5763, corresponding to May 20th, 2003 to August 28th

         23  2003, as 101 Days of Education in which we as a City

         24  shall embrace the duty of learning, and will make an

         25  extra effort to commit additional acts of goodness
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          2  and kindness each day in honor of the Lubavitcher

          3  Rebbe, Rabbi Menachem M. Schneerson.

          4                 Signed this 28th day of May in the

          5  year Two Thousand and Three; Gifford Miller, Speaker

          6  for the Entire Council.

          7                 SPEAKER MILLER: Rabbi, we appreciate

          8  your joining us. We would love it if you would

          9  introduce your colleagues and say a few words and

         10  grace us with your wisdom.

         11                 RABBI SCHNEERSON: Thank you very

         12  much, Mr. Speaker. It's always a pleasure to come

         13  here. I want you to know that if ever you decide to

         14  go to a different building, this is perfect for an

         15  Orthodox shuel. Here you can have the arch, you

         16  already have the built-in gallery, so this is

         17  perfect. So, it gives us a good feeling being here.

         18  It's almost like we feel like Domenic Mincha here

         19  soon, and I'm sure that we almost had here a minion,

         20  don't we, Mr. Felder? So, we can even do that.

         21                 It's a pleasure to be here. You

         22  mentioned that for the last 63 years, Mr. Speaker,

         23  the Lubavitcher movement has found its headquarters

         24  in this City, in your City, and I always made a

         25  point of that, to say that the representatives of
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          2  the City Council, due to the Mayor, whoever he was

          3  when he came to see him, the Governor, the

          4  Lubavitcher movement made its business to be here in

          5  this great City for the last 63 years. And we have

          6  grown, when we came here 63 years ago, maybe we have

          7  ten, 12 representations throughout the world, today

          8  we have almost 3,000 representatives throughout the

          9  world. So, from New York we really grew.

         10                 And that makes a point, and you've

         11  mentioned it here, that we live in a special

         12  generation. This is the last generation of exile,

         13  the first generation of redemption, and we can bring

         14  the redemption closer by doing more acts of goodness

         15  and kindness, which indeed this is what you do, you

         16  are the custodians of goodness and kindness for all

         17  the people in the City of New York, and by extension

         18  to the people in the great State of New York, and by

         19  extension the United States of America, which is now

         20  a super power, so actually here we set the example

         21  for the entire world, which you are doing, and you

         22  will do further with God's help and greater force.

         23                 So, we thank you all, and I want you

         24  to know that every Saturday, since we said this is

         25  compared to a shuel, every Saturday in the shuel
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          2  that looks something like this, we say a special

          3  prayer for all of you for public service. And we say

          4  (in Yiddish) all those who occupy themselves with

          5  serving the public with faith, as you all do, you

          6  shall inspire, that God Almighty should take care of

          7  you and bless you in your material life and in your

          8  personal life, as well as your communal life.

          9                 So, thank you for all your efforts,

         10  and may God bless you, all of you. Thank you very

         11  much.

         12                 Mr. Weprin.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Yes, I just

         14  wanted to say that my late father, Saul Weprin, the

         15  former Speaker of the Assembly, used to host Rabbi

         16  Buttman every year on the Rebbe's birthday to

         17  commemorate the good work of the Lubavitcher

         18  movement and the wonderful things they do, not only

         19  for the City of New York, even though they're

         20  headquartered here but for the State of New York,

         21  and it gives me a great honor to participate in this

         22  as a member of this City Council.

         23                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you. It is

         24  indeed our honor to welcome you every year and we're

         25  glad that we look forward to next year when we
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          2  rededicate ourselves to the principles of goodness

          3  and kindness Hasid -- is that good?

          4                 RABBI SCHNEERSON: Very good.

          5                 SPEAKER MILLER: Simcha gives me a

          6  little bit of tips every now and then -- that mark

          7  this movement and this City and this great country

          8  and this world. Thank you.

          9                 RABBI SCHNEERSON: Thank you very

         10  much. God bless you.

         11                 SPEAKER MILLER: If Council Member

         12  Monserrate is here?

         13                 Council Member Monserrate.

         14                 I know, Council Member Monserrate,

         15  that you have a number of special guests that are

         16  here with us today. If you'd like to call them

         17  forward, then we can honor them and be grateful for

         18  their presence.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Members of

         20  the Council, we are pleased today to have with us

         21  the Rivera family from Jackson Heights, Queens. Let

         22  me just also say that Vida. Where is Vida?

         23                 Vida is currently the New York State

         24  floor champion for gymnastics, and the first Latina

         25  in New York State to achieve that position, and
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          2  we're very proud of you here today.

          3                 Speaker.

          4                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you, Council

          5  Member Monserrate, for welcoming your special

          6  guests. And Vida, we're very honored to have you

          7  with us, and if the Clerk could read the

          8  proclamation.

          9                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: The Council, City

         10  of New York, Proclamation.

         11                 WHEREAS: The Council of the City of

         12  New York is pleased to join family and friends in

         13  honoring Vida Rosa Rivera for her impressive

         14  achievements as a student and athlete; and

         15                 WHEREAS: Vida Rosa Rivera is one of

         16  our City's most promising young people: A straight

         17   "A" student at the NYC Laboratory School for

         18  Collaborative Education, Vida is also a New York

         19  State gymnastics champion who trains six days a

         20  week; and

         21                 WHEREAS: Since she began competing at

         22  age 8, Vida has won dozens of metals in competitions

         23  across the country and in local and state meets; in

         24  2000, Vida was singled out by the Coca Cola Company

         25  as an upcoming Latino athlete and has the high honor
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          2  of riding in the Latino Sports float in the National

          3  Puerto Rican Day Parade; and

          4                 WHEREAS: Vida Rivera is also an avid

          5  reader and fledgling poet: One of her poems, written

          6  after 9- 11, was published in Messages to Ground

          7  Zero: Children Respond to September 11, 2001; and

          8                 WHEREAS: Vida is a teenager who is

          9  passionate, disciplined and dedicated to reaching

         10  her goals; she is an excellent role model for young

         11  women in the community and truly exemplifies the

         12  benefits of female sports in building self- esteem,

         13  promoting positive thinking and influencing academic

         14  excellence; and

         15                 WHEREAS: Although just 13 years old,

         16  Vida Rosa Rivera has demonstrated remarkable focus,

         17  talent and promise in all of her endeavors, and

         18  based on her already impressive accomplishments, she

         19  will undoubtedly go on to much greater success in

         20  life; now, therefore

         21                 BE IT KNOWN: That the Council of the

         22  City of New York honors Vida Rosa Rivera for her

         23  exceptional accomplishment and promise.

         24                 Signed this 30th day of April --

         25  well, it's May -- in the year Two Thousand and Three
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          2  by Gifford Miller, Speaker For The Entire Council,

          3  and Hiram Monserrate, Council Member, 21st District,

          4  Queens.

          5                 SPEAKER MILLER: Vida, we're very

          6  proud of you and of all your accomplishments, and of

          7  course, would appreciate it if you would say a few

          8  words for us.

          9                 MS. RIVERA: Thank you. I'm very

         10  honored. Very honored. Thank you, Mr. Speaker, and

         11  Monserrate, Council Member Monserrate, and thank

         12  you, Coach Westgoes and my guidance counselor for

         13  coming, and my parents.

         14                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you. Thank you

         15  so much. Congratulations.

         16                 Council Members Gerson and Lopez, are

         17  they here?

         18                 We have a number of special guests. I

         19  know that you and Council Member Quinn, as well, are

         20  honoring today, and if they could come forward, and

         21  maybe Council Member Gerson or Lopez, who wants to

         22  go first?

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Mr. Speaker,

         24  we all know in the City that a democracy, a healthy

         25  democracy requires a vibrant robust free press, and
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          2  a good healthy community requires a local vibrant

          3  robust free press, but it is also committed to the

          4  neighborhood and to the people of the neighborhood

          5  it serves.

          6                 For over 70 years the Villager

          7  Newspaper has served as a model of local press,

          8  newspaper coverage in the Village community, not

          9  only the Village community, but the Lower East Side,

         10  in Chelsea and the surrounding area, as the

         11  proclamation will reflect the Villager not only

         12  serves our community but is an integral part of the

         13  community, and it is now, Mr. Speaker, in the very

         14  able hands of the current publisher, Mr. John

         15  Sutter, for the past four years has upheld and I

         16  know will continue to uphold the outstanding

         17  journalistic tradition and the community commitment

         18  tradition of the Village Newspaper, expanded to the

         19  Downtown Express and the Gay City News.

         20                 So, Mr. Speaker, on behalf of our

         21  community, I thank you for honoring this outstanding

         22  paper that serves not only our City, our community,

         23  but the entire City so well for 70 years. And, John,

         24  here's to another 70 years.

         25                 SPEAKER MILLER: If the Clerk could
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          2  read the proclamation.

          3                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: The Council, City

          4  of New York, Proclamation.

          5                 The Council of the City of New York

          6  is pleased and proud to honor Villager Newspaper, it

          7  has been an indispensable and valued institution for

          8  the Village, Washington Square, SoHo, NoHo, East

          9  Village and Lower East Side for 70 years; and

         10                 WHEREAS: Their incredibly diligent

         11  and insightful reporting has garnered the widespread

         12  recognition and renown for their prowess, including

         13  winning the New York Press Association's top award

         14  last year and the Stuart C. Dorman Award for being

         15  the best local newspaper in the State; and

         16                 WHEREAS: Many of the residents of

         17  Lower Manhattan rely on the Villager for honest,

         18  accurate and timely reporting of local issues and

         19  spotlights on local institutions and personalities

         20  and their brand of "Community Journalism" is setting

         21  new standards for papers across the country; and

         22                 WHEREAS: The Villager, its publisher

         23  John Sutter and it's dedicated team of reporters and

         24  advertising professionals, have greatly contributed

         25  to the economics well being of Lower Manhattan
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          2  through participation in government programs to help

          3  downtown business recover and get their message out

          4  to New Yorkers; now, therefore

          5                 BE IT KNOWN: That the Council of the

          6  City of New York proudly salutes and commends the

          7  Villager, it's publisher John Sutter and it's

          8  dedicated and dependable staff for their many

          9  contributions and their outstanding coverage of

         10  local issues and congratulates them on their 70th

         11  Anniversary of publication Villager Newspaper for

         12  their exceptional service to the City, the community

         13  and the nation.

         14                 Signed this 28th day of May in the

         15  year Two Thousand and Three by Gifford Miller,

         16  Speaker For The Entire Council, Alan J. Gerson, City

         17  Council Member, 1st District, Christine Quinn,

         18  Council Member, 3rd District, and Margarita Lopez,

         19  Council Member, 2nd District.

         20                 SPEAKER MILLER: Congratulations.

         21  We're very honored to have you with us here this

         22  afternoon, and we would be, of course, pleased if

         23  you would grace us with a few words.

         24                 MR. SUTTER: I'd like to thank the

         25  City of New York, Speaker Miller, and our three
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          2  local Council members for honoring and helping us

          3  commemorate 70 years of continuous publication.

          4                 We think it's important to know

          5  what's happening in your local firehouses, in your

          6  local theaters, in your local neighborhoods, what's

          7  being built, who's being celebrated, who's being

          8  mourned. We love being the big paper, little paper

          9  in the City City, and we'll continue to do it. Thank

         10  you so much.

         11                 SPEAKER MILLER: Congratulations.

         12  Thank you so much for joining us.

         13                 My colleagues, Council Member

         14  Seabrook has a number of special guests, all of them

         15  already received their proclamations, but we wanted

         16  to introduce and honor and thank for being with us

         17  on this very special day.

         18                 And Council Member Seabrook, if you

         19  would introduce our distinguished guests, we would

         20  be honored.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Thank you,

         22  Mr. Speaker.

         23                 As you know, this is Black Music

         24  History Month, the month of May. Let's give a hand,

         25  because you wouldn't be able to jam without black
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          2  music. Every month is, as the Speaker says. So, we

          3  wanted to pay a special tribute to those who have

          4  given us so much for so many years, and we have 360

          5  degrees of black music here today, and we will

          6  start, we're going to call them up, and we want them

          7  to kind of line up as we call them up because we

          8  have some real -- now, we didn't ask you all to do

          9  the Gladys Knight and the Pipps here, but we have

         10  with us Ray Goodman and Brown. Ray Goodman and

         11  Brown, For The Moments. Ray Goodman and Brown, For

         12  The Moments, come on around. Legends. Legends. And

         13  they might sing something if you act right.

         14                 And we also have with us here Jerrol

         15  Austin and the Manhattans. And Blue Lovitt. You

         16  know, Blue. Blue might blow something in here today.

         17  Right, Blue?

         18                 BLUE: Thanks for having me.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: All right.

         20  We got Blue here.

         21                 And we got the people who give us all

         22  the news all the time and keep us on point from KISS

         23  FM, 98.7, Bob Pickett. Judge Pickett. Judge Pickett.

         24                 And we also got, left a legacy at

         25  KISS and went over to enthuse and energize LIB
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          2  Sister Ann Trip.

          3                 And, of course, music will not be the

          4  same if we didn't have this legend from the Quiet

          5  Storm, Von Hopper, the Quiet Storm. Von Hopper.

          6  Legend.

          7                 And we also have a legend who created

          8  and brought music to us for so many years, I even

          9  remember him as a kid, when he was on WWRL 1600

         10  before he was also there, MO Gary Bird. Gary Bird.

         11  WWRM. The legend. And one who keeps all this music

         12  in perspective, and we make sure that we watch him

         13  and listen to him each and every day and certainly

         14  on soul beginnings, Mr. Bob Slate. Bob Slate. C'mon

         15  Bob. Always telling it like it is. Bob Slate. From

         16  Harlem, too, Bill.

         17                 And the producer that puts all this

         18  together, writer, Fatime Mohammad. Fatime Mohammad.

         19  And music certainly will not be the same, if we

         20  didn't have the legend. The legend is here. The Bird

         21  Man, Slinger Francisco, the Mighty Sparrow is here.

         22  The Mighty Sparrow. He keeps getting younger and

         23  younger.

         24                 So, Mr. Speaker, in recognition of

         25  all of these people with Black Music Month, and all
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          2  the contribution that they have given, and we're

          3  going to do that, too, but I told them, some of them

          4  I said, you know what? Fellows, when I get to the

          5  City Council, you all coming down to the City

          6  Council, we made it, baby. So, we're here. I

          7  promised all these guys that they were coming down,

          8  that we will have it and it will never be the same

          9  again.

         10                 Now, the Speaker has said that he's

         11  going to allow anybody who wants to sing a little

         12  tune, you could do that too. Not you. You don't have

         13  a car, so you can't do anything.

         14                 Blue is here. And we've got Bob.

         15                 (singing.)

         16                 SPEAKER MILLER: Gentlemen and lady,

         17  thank you all for being here. We're so honored to

         18  have you and have this opportunity to honor you for

         19  all you've given to this City, this country and the

         20  world. Thank you all very, very much.

         21                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Quiet,

         22  please.

         23                 Will the Stated Meeting of May 28th

         24  please come to order. Roll call.

         25                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Addabbo.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Here.

          3                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Avella.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Here.

          5                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Baez.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ: Here.

          7                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Barron.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Here.

          9                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Boyland.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: Here.

         11                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Brewer.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Here.

         13                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Clarke.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Here.

         15                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Comrie.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Here.

         17                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Davis.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER DAVIS: Here.

         19                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: DeBlasio.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEBLASIO: Here.

         21                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Dilan.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER MALAVE-DILAN: Here.

         23                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Espada.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER ESPADA: Here.

         25                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Felder.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Here.

          3                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Fidler.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Here.

          5                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Foster.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Here.

          7                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gallagher.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Here.

          9                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gennaro.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Here.

         11                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gentile.

         12                 (No response.)

         13                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gerson.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Here.

         15                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gioia.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: Here.

         17                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gallagher.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Here.

         19                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gonzalez.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER GONZALEZ: Here.

         21                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Jackson.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Here.

         23                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Jennings.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER JENNINGS: Here.

         25                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Katz.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Here.

          3                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Koppell.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Here.

          5                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Lanza.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER LANZA: Here.

          7                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Liu.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Here.

          9                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Lopez.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: Here.

         11                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Martinez.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Here.

         13                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: McMahon.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Here.

         15                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Monserrate.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Here.

         17                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Moskowitz.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER MOSKOWITZ: Here.

         19                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Nelson.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Here.

         21                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Perkins.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Here.

         23                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Provenzano.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: Here.

         25                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Quinn.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: Here.

          3                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Recchia.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Here.

          5                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Reed.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: Here.

          7                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Reyna.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: Here.

          9                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gonzales.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER GONZALES: Here.

         11                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Sanders.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Here.

         13                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Seabrook.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Here.

         15                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Sears.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Here.

         17                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Serrano.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER SERRANO: Here.

         19                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Stewart.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Yes.

         21                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Vallone.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Here.

         23                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Vann.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Here.

         25                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Weprin.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Here.

          3                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Yassky.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Here.

          5                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Oddo.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Here.

          7                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Rivera.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: Here.

          9                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Speaker Miller.

         10                 SPEAKER MILLER: Here.

         11                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: A quorum is

         12  present.

         13                 Invocation delivered by Rabbi

         14  Jonathan Glass.

         15                 Please rise.

         16                 RABBI GLASS: Men and women of the

         17  City Council, Memorial Day may just be the most

         18  important of all our legal holidays, it reminds us

         19  just how costly it is to maintain this great

         20  experiment of liberty.

         21                 The very foundation of our society

         22  rests on the assumption that what we have is worth

         23  the price of life itself.

         24                 Therefore, this annual occasion must

         25  give us individually renewed appreciation for what
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          2  we enjoy as a nation. More importantly, however, it

          3  should serve as the basic credo behind all our

          4  functions as this governing body of the great City

          5  of New York.

          6                 Amen.

          7                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Motion to

          8  spread the Invocation by Council Member DeBlasio.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER DeBLASIO: I make a

         10  motion to spread the Invocation in full upon the

         11  record.

         12                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Adoption of

         13  Minutes.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: None.

         15                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Messages and

         16  papers from the Mayor.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 607.

         18                 SPEAKER MILLER: Rules, Privileges and

         19  Elections.

         20                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM:

         21  Communication from City, County and Borough Offices.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 608.

         23                 SPEAKER MILLER: Housing and

         24  Buildings.

         25                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Petitions
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          2  and Communications.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: None.

          4                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Land Use

          5  Call-Ups.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 609.

          7                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

          8  Call-Up vote.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 610.

         10                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on a Call-Up

         11  vote.

         12                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Roll call.

         13                 SPEAKER MILLER: At this point I would

         14  ask the Clerk to call the roll on the items coupled

         15  on the Call-Up vote.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Addabbo.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Aye on all.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Avella.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Aye.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Baez.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ: Aye.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Barron.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Aye.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Boyland.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: Aye.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Brewer.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Aye.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Clarke.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Aye.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Comrie.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Aye.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Davis.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER DAVIS: Aye on all.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: DeBlasio.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEBLASIO: Aye on all.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Dilan.

         13                 (No response.)

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Espada.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER ESPADA: Aye.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Felder.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Aye.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Fidler.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Aye.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Foster.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Aye.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gallagher.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Aye.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gennaro.

         25                 (No response.)
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gentile.

          3                 (No response.)

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gerson.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Yes.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gioia.

          7                 (No response.)

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gonzalez.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER GONZALEZ: Aye on all.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jackson.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Aye on all.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jennings.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER JENNINGS: Aye on all.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Katz.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Aye on all.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Koppell.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Aye.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lanza.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER LANZA: Aye.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Liu.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Yes on all.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lopez.

         23                 (No response.)

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Martinez.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Yes, with
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          2  the permission of all my colleagues, I want to vote

          3  aye on Land Use Call-Ups and all coupled general

          4  orders and resolutions.s.

          5                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: McMahon.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Yes.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Monserrate.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Yes. Aye

         10  on all. I also request the opportunity to vote aye

         11  on all on the Land Use Call-Ups.

         12                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Moskowitz.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER MOSKOWITZ: Aye on all.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Nelson.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Aye.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Perkins.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Aye on all.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Provenzano.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: Aye.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Quinn.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: Aye.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Recchia.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Aye.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reed.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: Aye.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reyna.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: Aye.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sanders.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Aye.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Seabrook.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Aye.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sears.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Aye.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Serrano.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER SERRANO: Aye.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Stewart.

         14                 (No response.)

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vallone.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Aye.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vann.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Aye.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Weprin.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Aye.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Yassky.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Aye.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gentile.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: Present. And

         25  aye on all.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Stewart.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Aye.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Oddo.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Yes.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Rivera.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA:  Aye.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Speaker Mr. Miller.

          9                 SPEAKER MILLER:  Aye.

         10                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Land Use

         11  Call-Ups adopted by 47 votes in the affirmative.

         12                 Can't wait for a Communication from

         13  the Speaker.

         14                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you, Madam

         15  Public Advocate.

         16                 We're doing a number of important

         17  things today. My colleagues, I want to draw to your

         18  attention, and to the attention of the general

         19  public three important resolutions that we're

         20  passing today regarding federal government actions

         21  that are necessary for the economic recovery and

         22  social well-being of the people of the City of New

         23  York.

         24                 At least on two of those resolutions

         25  I'm pleased to report that there's some progress
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          2  since our hearing in Washington, and I want to

          3  particularly commend the Chair of the State and

          4  Federal Legislation Committee, our Majority Leader

          5  Joel Rivera, for chairing those hearings in

          6  exemplary fashion and bringing our message to

          7  Washington at a time that it needed to be heard.

          8                 The first resolution, 865-A concerns

          9  economic stimulus through revenue sharing and since

         10  the time of our hearing there has indeed been a $20

         11  billion revenue sharing package that has been agreed

         12  to by the House and by the Senate.

         13                 This is not enough. It is simply not

         14  enough, but it is a step in the right direction in

         15  terms of bringing real fairness to the treatment of

         16  localities and cities and other local governments

         17  across this country by our federal government.

         18                 The second item that we received

         19  positive progress on is the earned income tax

         20  credit, and the outrageous and persecutory rules and

         21  regulations of the IRS to persecute working people

         22  who are utilizing perhaps one of the most successful

         23  programs in our nation's history in lifting people

         24  out of poverty.

         25                 The IRS on Friday decided to suspend
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          2  those regulations and to have a 30-day comment

          3  period, so I'm pleased that this resolution now will

          4  become part of that comment, and I think it's very,

          5  very important that the entire City of New York be

          6  on record, that this program, which is really a

          7  program that lifts people out of poverty and makes

          8  work work, is a program which should not be used as

          9  a way to persecute working people and provide for

         10  the IRS to go after and demand documentation that no

         11  other taxpayers in this country are required to

         12  produce.

         13                 I apparently am going to get $800

         14  from the federal government as a child deduction,

         15  $400 check for each one of my children, and yet the

         16  IRS has not asked me to provide birth certificates

         17  on either of my children.

         18                 It does not make any sense to me why

         19  as part of the earned income tax credit the IRS

         20  should be demanding marriage certificates and birth

         21  certificates, and other kind of documentation that

         22  is not required of any other taxpayers and certainly

         23  goes far beyond their efforts to rein in off-shore

         24  tax shelters and corporate tax gimmicks and

         25  violations which would reap this country much, much,
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          2  much more money and much more needed revenue. So,

          3  I'm pleased that this resolution is passing. I

          4  recommend it to you and look forward to becoming

          5  part of the comment period.

          6                 The final point here is on homeland

          7  security.

          8                 This City is hundreds and hundreds

          9  and hundreds and hundreds of millions of dollars

         10  short, in terms of what it needs to protect New

         11  Yorkers, and all Americans and everyone who visits

         12  this great City from foreign attack.

         13                 We will do whatever is necessary, but

         14  it is not right that New York City taxpayers are

         15  asked to further subsidize the national defense.

         16  That's what we have a federal government for.

         17                 There has been some positive

         18  progress, but it is not enough to actually meet our

         19  needs. And, so, I recommend that resolution as well.

         20                 Finally, I also want to bring to your

         21  attention that today the City Council will be making

         22  good on the commitment we made, I guess it was about

         23  two weeks ago, part of that commitment when we

         24  passed a home rule package for state aid

         25  legislation.
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          2                 That legislation included as part of

          3  the package a sales tax increase of one-eight of one

          4  percent. That was a provision that I think most of

          5  the members of this Council felt was one of the

          6  least desirable parts of that package.

          7                 But this Council has stood up time

          8  and time again and negotiated responsibly with every

          9  partner in this City to try to deal with the fiscal

         10  crisis.

         11                 We were the first people to say from

         12  the beginning of last year that we ought to get our

         13  hands on the fiscal crisis and propose meaningful

         14  and reasoned ways out. We were the first people to

         15  say that it needed to be balanced. And while we

         16  don't love this provision, we recognize that the

         17  entire package was the right thing to do for the

         18  people of the City of New York. And, so, once again

         19  we stepped up and met our responsibilities. Today we

         20  will continue that effort.

         21                 Let us be clear. This sales tax is

         22  only acceptable as part of a broader package and

         23  includes debt consolidation and assistance from the

         24  state, a personal income tax surcharge that is the

         25  most progressive in the City's history and a variety
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          2  of other measures, including the sale of taxicab

          3  medallions and other items that help this City deal

          4  with the fiscal crisis.

          5                 By itself this would not be a

          6  desirable outcome, but taken as a positive and

          7  progressive step in the right direction of fiscal

          8  responsibility for the City, taken as it was as the

          9  only option that we had as part of an Albany aid

         10  package that provided us with a total of $2.7

         11  billion worth of relief, and taken as it was and

         12  negotiated in good faith with the Mayor, with the

         13  State Senate and with the Assembly, those parties

         14  that were willing to negotiate in good faith, it is

         15  the right step and the necessary thing to do.

         16                 I recommend it to my colleagues and

         17  ask you for your support, so that we can move

         18  ourselves closer to being able to enact a budget

         19  that protects the values and priorities of all New

         20  Yorkers, that meets the needs of all New Yorkers, as

         21  is best possible during this time of fiscal crisis.

         22                 For those who would say that we

         23  shouldn't take this step because it's a bad idea, I

         24  would say to you this: This is a fiscal crisis, and

         25  what is needed in crises, is leaders of good faith,
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          2  step forward and meet their responsibilities.

          3                 This Council has taken tough step

          4  after tough step to meet this fiscal crisis. We will

          5  continue to take those steps until we reach the

          6  final point when we can say that we have restored

          7  fiscal stability to the City in a way that meets the

          8  needs of every community of this City.

          9                 Thank you.

         10                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Discussion

         11  of General Orders.

         12                 Nobody?

         13                 Report of Special Committees.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: None.

         15                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Reports of

         16  Standing Committees.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports of the

         18  Committee on Finance. Intro. 433-A.

         19                 SPEAKER MILLER: Amended and coupled

         20  on the General Order Calendar.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Intro. 456.

         22                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

         23  General Order Calendar.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Preconsidered

         25  Intro. 491.
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          2                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

          3  General Order Calendar with a message of necessity.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Preconsidered

          5  LU 445 and companion Reso 918.

          6                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

          7  General Order Calendar.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Preconsidered

          9  LU 446 and companion Reso 919.

         10                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Preconsidered

         12  LU 447 and companion Reso 920.

         13                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports of the

         15  Committee on Land Use.

         16                 LU 407 and companion Reso 921.

         17                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

         18  General Order Calendar.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 410 and

         20  companion Reso 922.

         21                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 419 and

         23  companion Reso 923.

         24                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 431 and
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          2  companion Reso 924.

          3                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 432 and

          5  companion Reso 925.

          6                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 434 and

          8  companion Reso 926.

          9                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 439 and

         11  companion Reso 927.

         12                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 443, and

         14  companion Reso 928.

         15                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports of the

         17  Committee on State and Federal Legislation.

         18                 Reso 865-A.

         19                 SPEAKER MILLER: Amended and coupled

         20  on the General Order Calendar.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reso 866-A.

         22                 SPEAKER MILLER: Amended and coupled

         23  on the General Order Calendar.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reso. 867-A.

         25                 SPEAKER MILLER: Amended and coupled
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          2  on the General Order Calendar.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Resolutions

          4  appointing various persons Commissioner of Deeds.

          5                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

          6  General Order Calendar.

          7                 At this point I would ask the Clerk

          8  to call the roll on all items coupled on the General

          9  Order Calendar.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Addabbo.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Aye on all.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Avella.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Aye.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Baez.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ: Aye.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Barron.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Aye on all.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Boyland.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: Aye on all.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Brewer.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Aye.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Clarke.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Aye.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Comrie.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Aye.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Davis.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER DAVIS: Aye.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: DeBlasio.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEBLASIO: Aye.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Dilan.

          7                 (No response.)

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Espada.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER ESPADA: Aye.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Felder.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Aye.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Fidler.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Aye.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Foster.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Aye.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gallagher.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: No on

         18  Intro. 491; and yes on all other coupled general

         19  orders.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gentile.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: Aye on all.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gerson.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Yes on all.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gioia.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: Yes on all, and
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          2  I request unanimous consent to vote yes on all Land

          3  Use Call-Ups.

          4                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: Thank you.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gonzalez.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER GONZALEZ: Aye on all.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jackson.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Aye on all.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jennings.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER JENNINGS: Aye.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Katz.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Aye on all.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Koppell.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Aye.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lanza.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER LANZA: Madam Public

         18  Advocate, may I be excused to explain my vote?

         19                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER LANZA: Thank you.

         21                 In good faith and commensurate with

         22  my responsibility as a member of this City Council,

         23  I vote no on preconsidered Intro. 491, and

         24  consistent with that vote I believe, I vote yes on

         25  Resolution 867-A and all other general coupled
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          2  orders. And I say it's consistent because I believe

          3  that when it comes to taxing folks, the burden ought

          4  to be on the government, on the IRS and not on the

          5  taxpayer.

          6                 Thank you.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Liu.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Yes on all.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lopez.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: Aye on all.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: McMahon.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: I request

         13  leave to explain my vote, Madam Public Advocate?

         14                 I vote aye on all, which includes

         15  Intro., preconsidered Intro. 491, which is the sales

         16  tax provision for the City, and I vote for this, and

         17  I want to make it perfectly clear, only because it's

         18  part of the overall relief package that was agreed

         19  to by the Republican State Senate and the Democratic

         20  Assembly in Albany and I see this as a vote for the

         21  overall package, and I don't believe that we can

         22  separate these items. And I comment on that only

         23  because I do represent a district in the Borough of

         24  Staten Island, and any increase in the sales tax is

         25  certainly controversial because of the problems that
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          2  we face with shoppers being able to commute over to

          3  New Jersey, it's especially acute there, as well as

          4  the added burden on New Yorkers.

          5                 However, as I said before, I believe

          6  that the terrible fiscal times that the City finds

          7  itself in requires us to do this, even though it is

          8  not a perfect deal and this is not the best of all

          9  possible worlds. I misquoted the last time, it was

         10  Voltaire who said that, not Molaire. It was pointed

         11  out to me and I want to make the record clear on

         12  that.

         13                 And, again, I therefore vote aye on

         14  all matters because it is part of the overall

         15  initiative.

         16                 Thank you.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Monserrate.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Aye.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Moskowitz.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER MOSKOWITZ: Aye on all.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Nelson.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Aye on all.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Perkins.

         24                 (No response.)

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Provenzano.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: Aye.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Quinn.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: Aye.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Recchia.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Aye.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reed.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: Aye.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reyna.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: Aye.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sanders.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Aye.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Seabrook.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Aye.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sears.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Aye.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Serrano.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER SERRANO: Aye.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Stewart.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Aye.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vallone.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Mr. Chair,

         23  may I be briefly excused to explain my vote?

         24                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: As Council
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          2  Member McMahon, I am voting for this only because it

          3  was the only option given to us by Albany. We should

          4  be voting on approval for a commuter tax right now,

          5  but since Albany did not give us that, it was this

          6  series of taxes, this sales tax included, or 31,000

          7  police officers or 40 firehouses closing, so that is

          8  why I am forced to vote for the sales tax increase,

          9  and I vote aye on all.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vann.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Aye on all.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Weprin.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Aye.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Yassky.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Aye on all.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Dilan.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTIN-DILAN: Aye.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Perkins.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Aye on all.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Oddo.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: May I be

         22  temporarily excused to explain my vote?

         23                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Thank you.

         25                 I vote aye on all, with the exception
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          2  of preconsidered Intro. 491.

          3                 The merchants and retailers in Staten

          4  Island are shedding a tear with this vote, while the

          5  merchants in Woodbridge are telling their kids that

          6  there might be a trip to Disneyland after all.

          7                 I vote no on preconsidered Intro.

          8  491.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Rivera.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA:  I vote aye.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Speaker Mr. Miller.

         12                 SPEAKER MILLER:  Aye.

         13                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: All items on

         14  today's General Order Calendar were adopted by a

         15  vote of 50 in the affirmative, zero in the negative,

         16  zero abstentions; with the exceptions of 491, which

         17  is adopted by a vote of 47 in the affirmative, three

         18  in the negative, and zero abstentions. And the

         19  revised Land Use Call-Up vote was 50 in the

         20  affirmative, zero in the negative.

         21                 Introduction and Reading of Bills.

         22                 SPEAKER MILLER: Those are all going

         23  to be referred to the committees as indicated on the

         24  agenda.

         25                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Discussion
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          2  of Resolutions.

          3                 Remember, everybody, you only have

          4  one minute.

          5                 SPEAKER MILLER: We're having a good

          6  meeting.

          7                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Nobody wants

          8  to talk for one minute?

          9                 Mr. Jackson. Bob?

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: This is

         11  Introduction and Reading of Bills?

         12                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Resos.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Oh, I'm

         14  sorry.

         15                 SPEAKER MILLER: Let's vote.

         16                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Resolutions.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: I just want

         18  to take 30 seconds to call your attention to the

         19  Preconsidered Resolution that honors the memory of

         20  the good work of Walter Sizulu, who recently passed

         21  away and who was a contemporary in the African

         22  National Congress with the one and only Nelson

         23  Mandella. And I want to thank the Cultural Affairs

         24  Committee for their expeditious efforts to move this

         25  through to Committee and just ask my colleagues to
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          2  please join me in supporting this resolution that I

          3  think speaks well for those of us who were

          4  interested in the causes of social justice, not only

          5  here but also abroad. Thank you.

          6                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Okay,

          7  preconsidered Resolution 910. All in favor say aye?

          8                 All opposed?

          9                 Resolution is adopted.

         10                 General Discussion.

         11                 Council Member Barron.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Thank you,

         13  Madam Advocate.

         14                 I want to commend the Chair of the

         15  Public Safety Committee Peter Vallone, Jr., and

         16  Council Member Phil Reed for launching an

         17  investigation into the incident in Manhattan leading

         18  to the death of Ms. Spruill when the police dropped

         19  a grenade in her home.

         20                 The City Medical Examiner said that

         21  that grenade dropping was directly linked to her

         22  heart attack, and I think we should move beyond

         23  procedures changing, heads need to roll. Somebody

         24  should pay for that. I don't think we should just

         25  change police procedures, but somebody needs to be
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          2  arrested and prosecuted for the death of Ms.

          3  Spruill. And I hope we don't just go and look for

          4  changes in the Police Department without holding

          5  somebody accountable for it. And I support the call

          6  of the community for a federal investigation to see

          7  how that warrant, that no knock warrant was approved

          8  and it led to her death.

          9                 Heads should roll. This was the most

         10  horrific accident they're saying. We don't call it

         11  an accident, a crime was committed, and they don't

         12  have accidents like that in other communities, but

         13  those accidents seem to always happen in our

         14  community.

         15                 And I'm fed up with it. I know our

         16  communities are fed up with it, and someone should

         17  pay dearly for the death of Ms. Spruill.

         18                 Thank you very much.

         19                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         20  Member Gioia.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: Madam Public

         22  Advocate, Mr. Speaker, for too many years violence

         23  has plagued Northern Ireland. It is imperative that

         24  we in New York City and we in New York City Council

         25  do everything we can to protect human rights, the
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          2  civil rights, in the community of all people

          3  everywhere around the world.

          4                 The ancient Greeks realized thousands

          5  of years ago that the existence of injustice

          6  anywhere is a threat to justice everywhere.

          7                 When I saw the reports in the media

          8  that officers from the British Army Intelligence

          9  helped Guerillas kill Roman Catholics in Northern

         10  Ireland in the late 1980s, I was shocked. Terrorism

         11  in any form is unacceptable. Terrorism sponsored by

         12  an ally of the United States is a betrayal of the

         13  core values we believe in as Americans.

         14                 The resolution I have introduced

         15  today expresses shock, sadness and dismay at these

         16  recent reports.

         17                 The resolution also expresses hope

         18  for an end to terrorism and to violence, and a hope

         19  for finally a lasting peace in Northern Ireland.

         20                 I hope that all of my colleagues who

         21  sign onto this resolution condemn terrorism and show

         22  their support for the peace process in Northern

         23  Ireland.

         24                 Thank you.

         25                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council
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          2  Member Jackson.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Thank you,

          4  Madam Public Advocate.

          5                 Good afternoon, my fellow colleagues.

          6                 This morning at 11:00 a.m. there was

          7  a press conference on Intro. No. 484, which is an

          8  Intro that once the change of law, Administrative

          9  Code of the City of New York in relations to the

         10  prequalifications of bidders for public work

         11  contracts, this will bring about an honest and

         12  integrity and on a list of contractors that do work

         13  with the City of New York, and in the longrun will

         14  save the City of New York money.

         15                 So far there's 34 members that have

         16  been listed in our documents, even though 39 have

         17  indicated that they have primary sponsors, and I ask

         18  the rest of you to sign onto this great piece of

         19  legislation that will bring a high quality product

         20  and also save the City money. So, it's a win/win

         21  situation for the City of New York, and both the

         22  employers association and the labor unions are

         23  aligned together in order to make sure this works.

         24  So, I ask you to sign onto Intro. 484.

         25                 And also I want to compliment Speaker
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          2  Miller and the Chair of the Transportation

          3  Committee, John Liu, for moving forward a piece of

          4  legislation, Intro. 481, as far as to the

          5  TransitCheks. That's a win/win situation, and

          6  employees will save hundreds of dollars a year.

          7                 So, it's very, very important to all

          8  of your constituents. And I ask you also to sign

          9  onto Intro. 481. Thank you.

         10                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         11  Member Davis.

         12                 Thank you. I rise to address the fact

         13  that Albert Spruill, I went up to Harlem to pay my

         14  condolences, but I was outraged. You know, people

         15  wonder why I always say I'm a retired cop, because

         16  there's no greater profession for me than being a

         17  retired police officer. I say it with honor. And

         18  having worked on the warrant squad, as well as the

         19  Police Academy Instructor, I was outraged to learn

         20  that the police officers had thrown a grenade into a

         21  home. I, too, was a retired cop who worked in a

         22  warrant squad, and at four and five o'clock in the

         23  morning we would go and get so-called bad

         24  individuals, but there was a checks and balances. We

         25  never took the word of an unreliable informant, we
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          2  never took the word of an informant right off the

          3  bat. You're supposed to do some type of quality

          4  investigation. There's always checks and balances.

          5  There's talking to the neighbors, there's talking to

          6  the owners of the building, there's so much to be

          7  done, and what these cops did in this particular

          8  case was outrageous and it saddened my heart.

          9                 I've always complimented Police

         10  Commissioner Ray Kelly, for I think he's done a fine

         11  job, but in light of this terrible incident, and

         12  then the following day an unarmed African immigrant

         13  being shot five times, the Police Department has to

         14  stop and start addressing precinct level training.

         15  For too long the precinct has gotten away with just

         16  sending cops out, throwing on a videotape and not

         17  implementing quality precinct level training. And it

         18  must be done. The Police Department must respect

         19  human rights. Though I was happy to join with

         20  Councilman Larry Seabrook, as calling for a full

         21  investigation on a federal level to see whether the

         22  Police Department is violating individuals' human

         23  rights.

         24                 Now, I know that some of my

         25  colleagues are talking right now, and that is
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          2  probably because they don't even know who Alberta

          3  Spruill is, but I would ask that you respect her

          4  memory as she was killed by way of a heart attack,

          5  and give me the decency and the respect, as I'm

          6  talking about an African-American woman was killed

          7  needlessly. I thank my colleagues for giving me that

          8  respect.

          9                 As a retired police officer I will

         10  always honor the name of Alberta Spruill, as well as

         11  other cops who have put their lives on the line for

         12  the safety of the citizens of New York.

         13                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         14  Member Miller. Mr. Speaker, excuse me.

         15                 SPEAKER MILLER: Making me nervous

         16  there.

         17                 First of all, let me just say that

         18  James is absolutely right, that we ought to all

         19  listen to each other, and that this is important

         20  work that we do here and that we should listen to

         21  each other who is speaking on the floor, on any

         22  subject.

         23                 And this subject is a lot more

         24  prosaic, I just wanted to welcome a delegation of

         25  the Chinese People's Association for Friendship With
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          2  Foreign Countries who is here. Vice President Lee

          3  Chalin is here, and thank you. They've presented the

          4  City Council with a friendship pin. We appreciate

          5  that. We appreciate your being here.

          6                 But if we could try to show each

          7  other the respect of listening to what we each have

          8  to say, I think that we'd all be better off. Thank

          9  you.

         10                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         11  Member Dilan.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: Thank you,

         13  Madam Advocate.

         14                 I just want to take a moment just to

         15  send a polite message to the NYPD with regard to its

         16  latest rash of summonses. You know, I fear that in

         17  neighborhoods like mine where it's common practice

         18  for Hispanic Individuals to sit on the corner and

         19  play Dominos during the warm months of June, July

         20  and August, that that should be their right to do

         21  so.

         22                 Now, the Police Department blows it

         23  over as a quality of life issue, and it may well be

         24  a quality of life issue, but what the message that I

         25  want to send to them is if you want to enforce
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          2  quality of life issues, enforce it in good times

          3  fiscally, enforce them in bad times fiscally,

          4  because no other district screens out for quality of

          5  life issues to be cleaned up and corrected as mine,

          6  but they shouldn't be targeting individuals like

          7  this during bad fiscal times to raise money.

          8                 So, I'll ask them to be a little more

          9  sensitive towards our people, because I fear that if

         10  a pregnant woman walks down the stairs in a subway

         11  and she's tired, that she shouldn't have to get a

         12  $50 ticket. I mean, those $50 could have went

         13  towards diapers or other things. So, I think as an

         14  overall practice, while we do have to quote/unquote

         15  raise money, we should be careful how we go about

         16  doing it. And if we do that in a manner where we use

         17  the quality of life initiative to say that these

         18  items should be cleaned up and corrected, then we

         19  certainly as a City should be consistent with our

         20  message so that the people outside of this hall and

         21  throughout the City understand what they're supposed

         22  to abide by and abide by the laws that the City has

         23  on the books, and not come up and enforce arcane

         24  laws when we need to raise money.

         25                 So, I just would like to get that
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          2  message out. I'm sure in talking with my other

          3  colleagues that they have concerns about it in their

          4  district, and while we do have to raise money, we

          5  shouldn't have to raise it on the backs of these

          6  innocent people, and we should be more consistent in

          7  the way we decide to go about issuing summonses.

          8                 Thank you.

          9                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         10  Member Sears.

         11                 Thank you, Madam Public Advocate.

         12                 Today I've introduced a resolution,

         13  916, and there is a letter placed on everyone's

         14  desk, and I'm really urging that you sign onto this

         15  and support it. I have a feeling if we were to do it

         16  unanimously, it would send a message to the state,

         17  and it's dealing with Madison Square Garden and its

         18  tax exempt status. And I'm doing this at a time when

         19  we are all asked to do our share, and certainly New

         20  Yorkers have been doing an enormous share. And since

         21  1982, Madison Square Garden has not paid tax. This

         22  is calling upon them to pay their fair share. And if

         23  they did, forget since 1982, but if they did, there

         24  would be enough generated to keep the firehouses

         25  open, and I think when we all have to put a chip in
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          2  a big pot, that we should ask Madison Square Garden

          3  the same, and in no way is that a threat that they

          4  will be moving out. It is much too good an

          5  organization that they have and certainly they will

          6  -- and if you read the letter, there are two other

          7  cities where they pay their taxes, they're sports

          8  arenas pay their taxes.

          9                 So, I thank you very much, and I urge

         10  all of you to join me so that unanimously we can

         11  send a message to Albany to correct what now should

         12  be corrected, not a wrong, but it should be

         13  corrected.

         14                 Thank you.

         15                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         16  Member Lopez.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: If you are a

         18  Council member who has Section 8 in your district,

         19  you better look at Reso 907.

         20                 If you don't have Section 8 housing

         21  in your district, you better look at Reso 907,

         22  because we are in a moment in history where the

         23  President of the United States have proposed to take

         24  the money of Section 8 and put it in a block grant

         25  into the hands of the Governors of the different
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          2  states, and that the Governors of the different

          3  states will determine what is going to be done and

          4  how it's going to be handled, the Section 8 money.

          5                 This is a very serious issue for New

          6  Yorkers in New York City. Section 8 provide

          7  affordable housing for New Yorkers, and as you know,

          8  we have a serious problem with that area right now

          9  in New York City.

         10                 If the Section 8 money is taken and

         11  allocated in a block grant into the hands of the

         12  Governor, New York City is going to suffer greatly.

         13                 The vast majority of Section 8

         14  housing is in New York City. That money need to come

         15  directly to us and not through the middle man. It is

         16  no reason for that, and I invite you to sign to that

         17  resolution and that the Council is slowly manifest

         18  themselves against this proposal. This is a bad

         19  proposal for New York City. It's no good. And we

         20  want our senators to vote against this proposal of

         21  the block grant on Section 8 money. Thank you.

         22                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         23  Member Perkins.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Thank you

         25  very much, Madam Public Advocate.
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          2                 First, in the spirit of Council

          3  Member Davis, Reverend Davis, sometimes I think of,

          4  you know, even though I think it's a little on the

          5  late side, I'd like for us to take a quick moment of

          6  silence in memory of Ms. Spruill, and all those like

          7  her who have been victims of this type of a

          8  situation.

          9                 (Moment of Silence.)

         10                 CHAIRPERSON PERKINS: Thank you very

         11  much. And I want to thank our Speaker for his

         12  sensitivity to this matter, and, again, I want to

         13  thank Council Member Davis, for really helping us to

         14  recognize how important this is to our City, and to

         15  Council Member Reed and Council Member Vallone.

         16  Thank you for the leadership you're taking in trying

         17  to bring about some hearings on this, especially

         18  from the perspective of the Council, taking some

         19  leadership as an institution to try to address where

         20  this system, particularly in terms of our police

         21  services is falling short, and time and time again

         22  we're confronted with this and it's good that we as

         23  an institution play a role.

         24                 Two other quick things. I want to

         25  bring attention to my colleagues to an Intro. 488,
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          2  introduced by my colleague Councilman Yassky and

          3  myself, as it relates to the Charter reform and the

          4  opportunity at preventing the Mayor or even the City

          5  Council, for that matter, from creating a Commission

          6  on Charter Reform and then using our resources to

          7  guarantee the outcome of that. I am clearly opposed

          8  to ending primaries, and I believe that this Charter

          9  Commission is set up for the purpose of doing

         10  exactly that. But I don't think that it should be

         11  bankrolled by the Mayor, and I think that to do such

         12  would be against the spirit of the kind of reforms

         13  that we've been trying to institute in this Council,

         14  in this City and in this State.

         15                 Last but not least, I want to also

         16  bring your attention to, if you don't mind, one

         17  other reso -- let me just get the number here --

         18  Reso 909, calling upon the federal, state and local

         19  officials and upon New York City agencies and

         20  institutions to affirm and uphold civil rights and

         21  civil liberties. And in terms of the patriot act and

         22  the kind of measures that are being taken on a

         23  federal level, that are undermining our Bill of

         24  Rights and our Constitution.

         25                 Thank you very much.
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          2                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          3  Member Seabrook.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: I'd like to

          5  commend Councilman Vallone, because I have a

          6  resolution 914, and I talked to him about holding

          7  hearings around the issue of Ms. Spruill and also

          8  the use of these devices, grenades, et cetera, and

          9  the use of confidential informants.

         10                 So, I'm glad that the Council is

         11  moving in that direction, in terms of dealing with

         12  that responsibility.

         13                 And secondly, there's an Intro. 489

         14  that talks about the use of videotaping when the

         15  Police Department use these type of devices, these

         16  grenades, that there be videotaping, and the

         17  videotaping of these type of incidents, as you know,

         18  in Ms. Spruill's case the Police Department

         19  attempted to break the door down, and in various

         20  attempts to break the door down, when they could not

         21  break the door down, they got more aggressive, and

         22  the aggressiveness allowed them to throw the grenade

         23  into the home.

         24                 And, so, I think that that's

         25  important, that the videotaping, and probably the
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          2  language that's used, because they don't come in.

          3  James knows as well as I do, they don't come in and

          4  say could everybody please stand to sit down.

          5                 So, the language, I think that the

          6  videotaping is crucial, essential and important, to

          7  see the state of mind that each individual was in

          8  when this rate took place.

          9                 Lastly, this is a problem that

         10  certainly cannot be solved by the Police Department,

         11  because the Police Department, the District

         12  Attorney, the Court Systems, and all are

         13  interconnected as it relates to warrants and the

         14  issue of warrants, the use of confidential

         15  informants, was this a paid informant or was this

         16  just someone who liked working with the police? That

         17  particular involvement, who signed the affidavit?

         18                 So, I think that you have to impanel,

         19  and my Resolution 915 calls for the Attorney General

         20  of the State of New York who actually have the

         21  jurisdiction and power to become a special

         22  prosecutor when there is the violation of civil

         23  rights. So, he can actually come in without having

         24  permission or requested by the Governor or anyone

         25  else.
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          2                 I would hope that the Mayor see fit,

          3  and I think that he's a just person --

          4                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Time,

          5  Council member.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: I'm going to

          7  wrap it up in just a second.

          8                 That this City, in a sense of

          9  fairness and justice, that the Mayor should call for

         10  the Attorney General to have a special in-panel

         11  grand jury and let the chips fall where they may in

         12  this instance because the Mayor cannot scrutinize

         13  the court system, therefore it is important, it is

         14  imperative that the Attorney General, come in, as

         15  well as the federal Department of Justice come in to

         16  do a thorough and independent investigation.

         17                 Thank you very much, Madam Chair.

         18                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         19  Member Gerson.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Thank you,

         21  Madam Public Advocate.

         22                 Madam Public Advocate, my colleagues,

         23  on any given day in this City there are 19,000

         24  teenagers or near teens homeless living on our

         25  streets and sidewalks.
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          2                 There are another 13,000 or so

          3  younger children living in shelters without homes.

          4  I'm confident we all agree that we face a moral

          5  humanitarian, as well as a practical social and

          6  economic imperative to provide these young people

          7  with nurturing homes, education and health care.

          8                 My colleagues, tomorrow there will be

          9  a conference taking place that will address this

         10  issue and for the purpose of coming up with an

         11  action plan to deal with this problem, to deal with

         12  the humanitarian imperative, the organizations, the

         13  homeless provider, and youth provider organizations,

         14  sponsoring the Conference of Chosen this time so it

         15  is part of the budget process so we don't forget

         16  these young people.

         17                 I want to thank our Speaker Gifford

         18  Miller for his leadership and his support of the

         19  conference on behalf of the organizers, the homeless

         20  organizations, and all of my colleagues, especially

         21  the chairs of the relevant committees of this

         22  Council, as well as Senator Hillary Clinton.

         23                 I just want to note that we know it

         24  will be a busy day tomorrow to do the budget

         25  caucuses but the conference takes place right nearby
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          2  at Pace University, just a few blocks from here, and

          3  if my colleagues could attend even briefly and send

          4  representatives when you cannot attend, I know it

          5  will be informative, as well as appreciated by the

          6  young people, the homeless young people who will be

          7  present at the conference, as well as the experts

          8  and the conference organizers.

          9                 This is a nonpartisan activity aimed

         10  to find real solutions to a humanitarian imperative.

         11                 So, I thank you all very much for

         12  your attention

         13  and support to this extraordinarily important issue.

         14                 Thank you.

         15                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         16  Member Gennaro.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Yes, thank

         18  you. Thank you.

         19                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Do you want

         20  to vote?

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Yes, Madam

         22  Public Advocate, I ask consent to vote aye on all

         23  Land Use Call-Ups, and aye on all items on the

         24  General Order Calendar.

         25                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: So ordered.

          3                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          4  Member Yassky.

          5                 Oh, I'm sorry. We better do the

          6  total.

          7                 All items on today's general order

          8  calendar were adopted by a vote of 51 in the

          9  affirmative, zero in the negative, zero abstentions,

         10  with the exception of 491, which was voted with 48

         11  in the affirmative and three in the negative.

         12                 And the revised Land Use Call-Up

         13  affirmative 51, negative zero.

         14                 Council Member Yassky.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Thank you.

         16                 Our colleague Council Member Perkins

         17  has already drawn your attention to Intro. 488,

         18  which he has introduced today along with 29 others

         19  of us, and I just want to urge those of you who

         20  support this bill, who have not signed on to

         21  co-sponsor it, to do so. This deals with Charter

         22  Reform, and ensures if the bill is passed, the goal

         23  is to ensure that Charter Reform is done in a

         24  democratic way where the people can decide whether

         25  we're going to amend the City's Charter or not, and
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          2  that it's not dominated by one person or a small

          3  group of people by spending a great deal of money to

          4  overwhelm the public debate. And I think this is

          5  very important, not just a matter of good

          6  government, but colleagues for ourselves and our

          7  institutional prerogative, Charter reform can be

          8  abused and become a way around the City Council. And

          9  I think that we need to be very sensitive to that,

         10  and that particularly where it's not a real public

         11  debate taking place, I think we have to guard

         12  against that.

         13                 And, so, I would urge those of you,

         14  if you support this bill, because it's already been

         15  discussed in the press, and there's been some

         16  suggestion, well, it's not going to pass, there's

         17  not going to be enough support for it, I think we

         18  should demonstrate that there is significant support

         19  for it here in the Council. As 30 co-sponsors

         20  already, those of you who support it, and have not

         21  co-sponsored, I would urge you to do so. Thank you.

         22                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         23  Member Vann.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: No.

         25                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council
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          2  Member Vann, no, you didn't? I'm sorry.

          3                 Council Member Clarke.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Thank you,

          5  Madam Chair.

          6                 I wanted to take a moment to just

          7  really highlight the courage of my colleagues, and

          8  specifically highlight Council Member DeBlasio,

          9  Council Member Reed, Deputy Majority Leader Perkins,

         10  Council Member Gonzalez, Council Member Reyna,

         11  Council Member Dilan, Council Member Yassky, Council

         12  Member Gioia, Council Member Addabbo, and the

         13  Speaker Mr. Miller, these are colleagues, who,

         14  unfortunately due to the budget crisis had to see

         15  services taken, very essential services threatened

         16  to be taken, and in some instances taken out of

         17  their communities which are our fire services.

         18                 And I woke up on Sunday morning with

         19  a very sad feeling in my heart because while we

         20  understand that these are very hard fiscal times,

         21  very perilous times for us as a City to add to that

         22  peril by closing firehouses, what we know, we know

         23  that ultimately life and property will be lost at

         24  the result of the increase of response time, really

         25  speaks to the level of inhumanity we've allowed to
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          2  enter into the whole budget process. And certainly

          3  if we're talking about being in the 21st century, if

          4  we're not able to prioritize across agencies and

          5  throughout this City, the thing that will keep us

          6  safe and sane, in a very tough, fiscal climate, then

          7  certainly we will have a very dear price to pay in

          8  the future.

          9                 To all of those in the public who

         10  have been a part of really highlighting and

         11  informing the communities about the risk that this

         12  City is taken, I say thank you to you as well.

         13                 To my colleagues I say that we cannot

         14  afford further erosion in our essential services,

         15  and I encourage you to continue the struggles in

         16  education within your community against the

         17  diminishing of our public safety.

         18                 Thank you, Madam Chair.

         19                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         20  Member Comrie.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: I'll pass.

         22  I'll pass.

         23                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         24  Member Stewart.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Thank you,
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          2  Madam Public Advocate.

          3                 Brothers and sisters, I want to call

          4  your attention to resolution 908 which seeks to

          5  affirm and uphold every individual's civil rights

          6  and civil liberties, even as there is some concern

          7  about national security. I strongly support this

          8  resolution for many reasons.

          9                 A major one is that I represent the

         10  large immigrant community, a community that

         11  unfortunately knows too well how easy it is, even in

         12  the best of times for grave injustices to be

         13  committed against immigrants of color.

         14                 We cannot stand by as we see our

         15  brothers who appear to be Arabs, Muslims or South

         16  Asian descent, singled out and racially profiled as

         17  possible enemy combat, for no reason other than

         18  their ethnic heritage.

         19                 Certainly, we must guard the nation

         20  security, but not at the sacrifice of basic human

         21  freedom for everyone, or anyone. Any citizen, and

         22  even non-citizens alike.

         23                 New York City, which has been called

         24  a City of immigrants should join proudly with the

         25  over 100 other communities across the nation and
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          2  pass this legislation.

          3                 Thank you very much, Madam Public

          4  Advocate.

          5                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          6  Member Reed.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: Thank you very

          8  much, Madam Public Advocate.

          9                 I am looking forward, unfortunately,

         10  to having the hearings relating to warrants and

         11  breaking down people's doors, but the reason that

         12  we're having these hearings is because of two

         13  deaths, and it's time that we stop having to have

         14  hearings in response to people dying.

         15                 The City needs to take a look at the

         16  behavior of any of our law enforcement, but other

         17  agencies that put people in jeopardy.

         18                 Next week it will be some child that

         19  has lost her life because ACS case got misplaced,

         20  and we'll be having hearings.

         21                 I'm glad that my chair, Peter Vallone

         22  of the Public Safety Committee was out there with me

         23  today talking about trying to find real ways to

         24  improve the system, but improving that system does

         25  not bring either of those two innocent people back

                                                            74

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  to us.

          3                 Secondly, I'd like to remind and

          4  suggest that we pay attention when we're talking

          5  about this whole Charter Revision piece, and if my

          6  younger colleagues forget, the way our Charter is

          7  structured right now, the Mayor can put a resolution

          8  on the election, which negates, avoids any other

          9  dialogue, or any other subject.

         10                 So, if we the Council or the people

         11  don't have a referendum, and the Mayor doesn't

         12  particularly think that's a good idea, he or she

         13  goes and puts their own resolution up there, it

         14  could be about naming, you know, January 16th after

         15  Donald Duck, it wouldn't matter, all of a sudden

         16  that takes precedence. That is a very dangerous

         17  thing to have happen. You contract with this kind of

         18  money, and whether it is term limits, or whether

         19  it's nonpartisan elections, the people don't much

         20  stand a chance. I would suggest that we need to

         21  review the Charter itself about whether or not the

         22  Mayor should have the sole voice on resolutions. I'm

         23  not quite sure why it's so essential that the Mayor

         24  can preempt anything else that we would like to look

         25  at as it relates to a resolution. So, I'm going to
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          2  try to put that forward but I urge my colleagues to

          3  not take this lying down because it just takes away

          4  the power that your constituents gave you to address

          5  legislation in a dialogue that does not have a

          6  dollar sign attached to it. Thank you.

          7                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

          8  Council member.

          9                 Anybody else? So then we will recess.

         10                 (Hearing recessed at 3:20 p.m.)

         11

         12

         13

         14

         15

         16

         17

         18

         19

         20

         21

         22

         23

         24

         25

                                                            76

          1

          2              CERTIFICATION

          3

          4

          5     STATE OF NEW YORK   )

          6     COUNTY OF NEW YORK  )

          7

          8

          9                 I, CINDY MILLELOT, a Certified

         10  Shorthand Reporter and Notary Public in and for the

         11  State of New York, do hereby certify that the

         12  foregoing is a true and accurate transcript of the

         13  within proceeding.

         14                 I further certify that I am not

         15  related to any of the parties to this action by

         16  blood or marriage, and that I am in no way

         17  interested in the outcome of this matter.

         18                 IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto

         19  set my hand this 28th day of May 2003.

         20

         21

         22

         23

         24

                                   ---------------------

         25                          CINDY MILLELOT, CSR.

                                                            77

          1

          2             C E R T I F I C A T I O N

          3

          4

          5

          6

          7

          8

          9            I, CINDY MILLELOT, a Certified Shorthand

         10  Reporter and a Notary Public in and for the State of

         11  New York, do hereby certify the aforesaid to be a

         12  true and accurate copy of the transcription of the

         13  audio tapes of this hearing.

         14

         15

         16

         17

         18

         19

         20

         21

         22

         23

         24                 -----------------------

                              CINDY MILLELOT, CSR.

         25

