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          2                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Council

          3  Member David Weprin has the only ceremonial today,

          4  so I will hand the mic over to him.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Okay, can I

          6  have General Bob Hollingsworth come up, Lieutenant

          7  Colonel Steven Brozak and Lieutenant Colonel Vincent

          8  Campbell, front and center, and we have our Speaker.

          9                 This is General Hollingsworth, he's

         10  in charge of all the reserves.

         11                 SPEAKER MILLER: If the clerk could

         12  read the Proclamation.

         13                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: The Council, City

         14  of New York, Proclamation.

         15                 The Council of the City of New York

         16  is pleased and proud to join the citizens of this

         17  great city as they pay recognition and hold up for

         18  great honor the National Committee for Support of

         19  the Guard and Reserve; and

         20                 WHEREAS: We are a country made great

         21  by the selfless and noble dedication of Volunteer

         22  citizens who in recognition of their great communal

         23  responsibility enlist in our country's Armed Forces

         24  Reserves and National Guard with no other concern

         25  than to give of themselves; and
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          2                 WHEREAS: The National Committee for

          3  Employer Support of the Guard and Reserve has

          4  striven mightily in enlisting the nationwide support

          5  of employers in demonstrating their belief and

          6  continued support of the concept of, the Citizen

          7  Soldier and in doing so has enhanced the

          8  capabilities of our Armed Forces as well insuring

          9  the safety of our country; and

         10                 WHEREAS: Innumerable employers have

         11  participated in this project and have been duly

         12  recognized for their sterling record of

         13  participation in this project as recipients of the

         14  unique My Boss is a Patriot Award; and

         15                 WHEREAS: The National Committee for

         16  Employer Support of the Guard and Reserve maintains

         17  a national program to inculcate ongoing employer

         18  support of the project through the creation of a

         19  multiplicity of ombudsmen services, on sight visits

         20  to places of employment and through the Bosslift

         21  Program designed to take employers to National Guard

         22  and Reserve training sights and in doing so have

         23  ameliorated countless problems that would afflict

         24  our servicemen and women; and; now, therefore

         25                 BE IT KNOWN: That the council of the
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          2  City of New York most gratefully honors, National

          3  Committee for Employer Support of the Guard and

          4  Reserve, for their sterling contribution to the City

          5  of New York and United States of America and joins

          6  with the Armed Forces of the United States of

          7  America in celebrating the goodwill and patriotism

          8  they have generated these many years.

          9                 Signed this 12th day of June in the

         10  year Two Thousand and Three by Gifford Miller,

         11  Speaker For The Entire Council, and David I. Weprin,

         12  Council Member, 23rd District, Queens.

         13                 SPEAKER MILLER: General, we

         14  appreciate it, and we're glad that you're here and

         15  we'd love it if you'd say a few words.

         16                 GENERAL HOLLINGSWORTH: Thank you, Mr.

         17  Speaker.

         18                 Let me just reemphasize that I want

         19  to accept this on behalf of the 1.2 million Guard

         20  and Reserves around the country, many of which are

         21  in harm's way as we sit here and speak today, and

         22  many of them are your constituents from the five

         23  boroughs in New York.

         24                 I can't express my appreciation

         25  enough for what you all as the City of New York do
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          2  to support these young men and young women that are

          3  willing to put their lives on hold, put themselves

          4  in harm's way for our rights, liberties and freedoms

          5  that we experience today as we live here.

          6                 So, I want to thank you for what you

          7  all have done in the City of New York, and I'd like

          8  to make a little presentation from the Employer

          9  Support of the Guard and Reserve. It's cufflinks

         10  with the seal on them. You know, you're part of the

         11  team and we're glad to have you aboard and on behalf

         12  of the Secretary of Defense, I'd like you to accept

         13  that, sir.

         14                 SPEAKER MILLER: I will. Thank you

         15  very much.

         16                 GENERAL HOLLINGSWORTH: Okay. And then

         17  also we understand here that there's some issues

         18  with the budget here, and for David here, I'd like

         19  to present you something that might help you out

         20  here.

         21                 This is presented to you from the

         22  Employer Support of the Guard and Reserve. There's a

         23  little history behind this particular knife, this is

         24  a Marine K-bar, that made itself many annuals of

         25  history throughout our history of our Corps. So, you
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          2  can use that to do a little budget cutting here,

          3  sir, and enjoy yourself today.

          4                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you, General.

          5  Thank you.

          6                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Good

          7  afternoon, ladies and gentlemen. The recessed

          8  meeting of June 5th, 2003, held on June 12th, 2003

          9  is back in session. Roll call.

         10                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Addabbo.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Here.

         12                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Avella.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Here.

         14                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Baez.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ: Here.

         16                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Barron.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Here.

         18                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Boyland.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: Here.

         20                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Brewer.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Here.

         22                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Clarke.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Here.

         24                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Comrie.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Here.
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          2                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Davis.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER DAVIS: Here.

          4                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: DeBlasio.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEBLASIO: Here.

          6                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Dilan.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER MALAVE-DILAN: Here.

          8                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Espada.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER ESPADA: Here.

         10                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Felder.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Here.

         12                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Fidler.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Here.

         14                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Foster.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Here.

         16                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gallagher.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Here.

         18                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gennaro.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Here.

         20                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gentile.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: Here.

         22                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gerson.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Here.

         24                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gioia.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: Here.
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          2                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gallagher.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Here.

          4                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gonzalez.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER GONZALEZ: Here.

          6                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Jackson.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Here.

          8                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Jennings.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER JENNINGS: Here.

         10                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Katz.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Here.

         12                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Koppell.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Here.

         14                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Lanza.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER LANZA: Here.

         16                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Liu.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Here.

         18                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Lopez.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: Here.

         20                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Martinez.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Here.

         22                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: McMahon.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Here.

         24                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Monserrate.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Here.
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          2                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Moskowitz.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER MOSKOWITZ: Here.

          4                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Nelson.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Here.

          6                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Perkins.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Here.

          8                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Provenzano.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: Here.

         10                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Quinn.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: Here.

         12                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Recchia.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Here.

         14                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Reed.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: Here.

         16                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Reyna.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: Here.

         18                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Sanders.

         19                 (No response.)

         20                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Seabrook.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Here.

         22                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Sears.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Here.

         24                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Serrano.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER SERRANO: Here.
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          2                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Stewart.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Yes.

          4                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Vallone.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Here.

          6                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Vann.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Here.

          8                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Weprin.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Here.

         10                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Yassky.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Here.

         12                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Oddo.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Here.

         14                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Rivera.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: Here.

         16                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Speaker Miller.

         17                 SPEAKER MILLER: Here.

         18                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Thank you

         19  very much. We will now adjourn the recessed meeting

         20  and we will open up the City Council Meeting of June

         21  12th, 2003.

         22                 Will the clerk call the roll.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Addabbo.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Here.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Avella.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Here.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Baez.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ: Here.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Barron.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Here.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Boyland.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: Here.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Brewer.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Here.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Clarke.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Here.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Comrie.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Here.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Davis.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER DAVIS: Here.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: DeBlasio.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEBLASIO: Here.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Dilan.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTIN-DILAN: Here.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Felder.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Here.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Fidler.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Here.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Foster.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Here.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gallagher.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Here.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gennaro.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Here.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gentile.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: Here. And may

          9  I be excused, Mr. President, and ask to vote aye on

         10  all Land Use Call-Ups and all coupled orders on the

         11  calendar?

         12                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Go right

         13  head.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: I vote aye on

         15  all Land Use Call-Ups and all items coupled on

         16  General Order Calendar.

         17                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: So ordered.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gerson.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Here.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gioia.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: Here.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gonzalez.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER GONZALEZ: Here.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jackson.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Here.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jennings.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER JENNINGS: Here.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Katz.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Here.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Koppell.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Here.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lanza.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER LANZA: Here.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Liu.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Here. And may I

         12  request permission to vote yes on all coupled

         13  general order items?

         14                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: So ordered.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Thank you, Mr.

         16  Chair.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lopez.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: Here.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Martinez.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Here.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: McMahon.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Here.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Monserrate.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: President,

         25  I'd also like to request permission to vote on all
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          2  general coupled orders.

          3                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: So ordered.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Aye on

          5  all. Thank you, Mr. Chair.

          6                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: You're very

          7  welcome.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Moskowitz.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER MOSKOWITZ: Here.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Nelson.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Here.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Perkins.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Here.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Provenzano.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: Yes.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Quinn.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: Yes.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Recchia.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Yes.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reed.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: Yes.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reyna.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: Here.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sanders.

         25                 (No response.)
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Seabrook.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Here.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sears.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Here.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Serrano.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER SERRANO: Yes.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Stewart.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Here.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vallone.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Here. And I

         12  request permission, Mr. Chair, to vote aye on all

         13  coupled general orders.

         14                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: So ordered.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Thank you. I

         16  vote aye.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vann.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Here.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Weprin.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Here.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Yassky.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Here.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Oddo.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Yes.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Rivera.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA:  Yes.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Speaker Mr. Miller.

          4                 SPEAKER MILLER:  Here.

          5                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: A quorum is

          6  present.

          7                 Adoption of the Minutes. Council

          8  Member Nelson.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: I move for the

         10  adoption of the minutes of the meeting of May 5th,

         11  be adopted as printed.

         12                 MAJORITY LEADERY RIVERA: So ordered.

         13                 Messages and Papers from the Mayor.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Preconsidered M

         15  618.

         16                 SPEAKER MILLER: State and Federal

         17  Legislation.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Preconsidered M

         19  619.

         20                 SPEAKER MILLER: State and Federal

         21  Legislation.

         22                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Communication

         23  from the City County and Borough Offices.

         24                 M 620 through M 652.

         25                 SPEAKER MILLER: All are referred to
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          2  the Committee on Transportation.

          3                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Petitions and

          4  Communications.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: None.

          6                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Land Use

          7  Call-Ups.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: None.

          9                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Communication

         10  from the Speaker.

         11                 SPEAKER MILLER: My colleagues, we do

         12  a number of important things today, but I want to

         13  bring to your attention two in particular.

         14                 Today we do two things of tremendous

         15  importance of the people of the City of New York.

         16  The first one is that today we are adopting by

         17  resolution an exemption from local sales tax opting

         18  into everything that the State gave us an

         19  opportunity to opt into on reducing the clothing

         20  tax, clothing sales tax on people who are paying for

         21  clothing items less than $110.

         22                 I think it's important to not from an

         23  institutional point of view that removing this

         24  clothing tax was a Council initiative from some time

         25  ago. It was something that the City Council fought
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          2  very hard to enact, because sales tax is one of the

          3  most regressive ways of gathering revenue.

          4                 It particularly impacts poor people,

          5  it particularly impacts businesses, and by making

          6  our businesses less competitive with those in New

          7  Jersey and Connecticut, this City suffers, and these

          8  are tough times, and recently as part of the State

          9  Legislature's agreement on the budget, there was a

         10  decision to increase the sales tax on clothing items

         11  under $110, and having to go back into effect at

         12  least until June 1st of next year. That's something

         13  that this Council opposed, as part of our Albany

         14  agenda, and in fact, consistently the Council has

         15  fought against sales tax increases and to keep sales

         16  tax as low as possible.

         17                 And that's why today I'm pleased to

         18  recommend to my colleagues, passage of preconsidered

         19  Resolution 937, which will ensure that for the next

         20  fiscal year there will be two sales tax-free weeks,

         21  one before Labor Day, going back to school, and one

         22  right after Martin Luther King Day, and that this

         23  sales tax will go away permanently and completely on

         24  June 1st of next year.

         25                 This City needs to recognize that
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          2  people are suffering, that New Yorkers are being

          3  asked to have their paychecks stretched thinner and

          4  thinner, that at the same time as there's a fare

          5  hike, and rammed through by the Governor, tuition

          6  hikes in our colleges, community colleges, and, yes,

          7  that this City has asked for more in terms of

          8  property taxes because of our great fiscal crisis.

          9                 We need to be sensitive to the needs

         10  of the average working people, and this tax in

         11  particular, I think is one the Council unanimously

         12  has opposed and is very concerned about, and, so,

         13  today we take the option that the State extended to

         14  us to reduce clothing taxes by as much as we can,

         15  $47 million in the coming fiscal year, and $180

         16  million in the following fiscal year. We will simply

         17  have to find the money to make this work, and we

         18  can, because by putting this aside, this allows us

         19  to return to the budget negotiations, and there are

         20  many issues left to resolve.

         21                 The Council has set out and will

         22  continue to set out alternative spending cuts that

         23  can pay for services that we desperately need, and

         24  we must continue to ring every dollar from

         25  inefficiencies and wasteful spending, in order to be
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          2  able to put those dollars where they belong, in the

          3  pockets of working New Yorkers and in programs and

          4  services that they depend upon.

          5                 That's what this is, another step in

          6  the right direction, and I am pleased that the Mayor

          7  agreed to support this as well.

          8                 This is something that there should

          9  be agreement on. This kind of a tax increase is too

         10  difficult for businesses and average working New

         11  Yorkers. We must act to protect people as much as we

         12  possibly can.

         13                 That's what we do today, and I look

         14  forward to continuing to discuss and negotiate with

         15  the Administration on behalf of the people of the

         16  City of New York a budget that in the end recognizes

         17  that even in these difficult times we have to make

         18  sure that we continue to find the dollars to meet

         19  our priorities. And whether that means giving people

         20  back a little of their hard-earned dollars, or

         21  whether that means making sure that programs and

         22  services that they depend on continue, so that they

         23  can achieve the American dream, so that they can

         24  send their kids to school, so their kids can have a

         25  hope of going to college, so that they can make sure
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          2  that their children are healthy and that they get

          3  day care so they can get jobs and they can go on and

          4  grow old with dignity and make sure they have the

          5  nutrition they need. That's what a budget is really

          6  all about, and we look forward to continuing to work

          7  to negotiate to make sure that we get that, but one

          8  way or the other in the end we will adopt a budget

          9  that protects all the people of the City.

         10                 This is a significant step in the

         11  right direction and I recommend that preconsidered

         12  Resolution 937 to my colleagues as progress and as a

         13  step forward.

         14                 The other item that I want to bring

         15  to your attention is a home rule message that

         16  provides for the alienation of parkland in the

         17  Bronx. It's a very difficult step I think for the

         18  Council, one that as a returning member of the

         19  Council I had to consider before, preconsidered 619.

         20                 Personally, I believe that it would

         21  be ideal to be able to avoid filtration of any of

         22  our water supply, that we should be making every

         23  conceivable step to protect our water system from

         24  contamination, but we're under a federal Court Order

         25  that requires us to filter the Croton system, and as
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          2  an environmentalist, I believe we should take

          3  federal Court Orders seriously. As a general rule,

          4  federal Court Orders are an environmentalists' best

          5  friend, and it is we who call press conferences

          6  asking other people to abide by these Court Orders.

          7                 In this case the Council has to, I

          8  believe has to act responsibly to consider the fact

          9  that we're under a Court Order.

         10                 However, we have to act responsibly

         11  and I think that the number of the parks advocates,

         12  the environmental advocates and community advocates

         13  who raised concerns about this application raised

         14  excellent concerns, and several of them we managed

         15  to fully address, I believe, as part of this

         16  alienation.

         17                 First and foremost was the question

         18  of whether or not an environmental impact statement

         19  would be completed to supplement the environmental

         20  impact statement that was done when this was last

         21  considered by the City.

         22                 And the answer is that we required

         23  them to do that, as part of this legislation.

         24                 The alienation is not complete until

         25  the supplemental Environmental Impact Statement has
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          2  been accomplished, it is subject to that SEIS.

          3                 And a second issue that I think was

          4  of tremendous concern was that if indeed, as the DEP

          5  has said, over and over again, this is the least

          6  cost alternative, and it will allow DEP to be able

          7  to invest $200 million in our parks in the Bronx in

          8  order to improve conditions there, how do we know

          9  where they're going to spend it, how can we have

         10  control over it, what can we do?

         11                 And, again, this alienation subjects

         12  the completion of that alienation to the completion

         13  of a memorandum of understanding which will set out

         14  where those dollars will be spent that has to be

         15  agreed to by the Senate, Majority Leader, by the

         16  Speaker of the Assembly and by this entire Council

         17  as part of a vote to authorize it, so that in the

         18  end we believe that DEP will be forced to document

         19  indeed through the Supplemental Environmental Impact

         20  Statement that this is the least cost alternative,

         21  that this is an alternative that can work for the

         22  people of the City of New York, it's an alternative

         23  that keeps all the jobs and business creation that

         24  comes as a result of this massive investment in the

         25  City of New York and it does it in a way that allows
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          2  the investment into our parks in the Bronx.

          3                 It's not, of course, a perfect world.

          4  We don't live in a perfect world, and we don't get

          5  everything that we would like to see, but we believe

          6  this creates a fair process. This is a matter that

          7  has been discussed at almost ad nauseam, and I'm

          8  sure that discussion will continue.

          9                 The SEIS allows for a continued

         10  public input and we look forward to that. This

         11  Council will be having to approve the memorandum of

         12  understanding on investment in the parks, and we

         13  will make sure to continue to do oversight on this

         14  issue to make sure that in the end the people who

         15  live in the area of Mosholu Park, the people who

         16  live in the entire City of New York can be sure that

         17  through this process this is the best investment

         18  that the City could make and the least burdensome

         19  alternative that we can take in order to comply with

         20  the federal court order and protect our City's water

         21  system.

         22                 With that, I conclude the

         23  communication from the Speaker.

         24                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Discussion of

         25  General Orders.
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          2                 Council Member Koppell.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Thank you

          4  very much, Mr. Majority Leader and my colleagues.

          5  We're discussing in preconsidered 619 on the

          6  calendar a project that is entirely within the 11th

          7  Council District, my district.

          8                 You should understand this is not

          9  like most projects. This is an enormous project. The

         10  footprint of this project in the park, if it is

         11  built in the park, is four times larger than the

         12  World Trade Center site that is being redeveloped or

         13  hopefully redeveloped shortly. It is a huge project,

         14  costing well over $1 billion, and it's going to have

         15  a tremendous impact on the people of the Jerome

         16  community, Jerome Mosholu community, which is

         17  currently a minority and poor community, and the

         18  people in that community are virtually unanimously

         19  opposed to this because they're concerned about the

         20  impact on them.

         21                 More importantly this alienates

         22  parkland and does not substitute other land for

         23  parkland which is the most common way that we deal

         24  with the problem of parkland alienation. We proposed

         25  an exchange of land so that there would be no net
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          2  loss of park land, that has been rejected by the

          3  City and has been rejected by those who negotiated

          4  this bill.

          5                 So, we don't have any exchange,

          6  although the bill was amended to say that we should

          7  give consideration to that. Well, what does that

          8  mean? That's no assurance whatsoever.

          9                 We also have the promise of the City

         10  in the form of Commissioner Ward that the park will

         11  be restored, but that's not in the bill. We have the

         12  promise of various mitigation measures to prevent

         13  impact of dust, to prevent the impact, adverse

         14  impact of thousands of trucks rumbling through the

         15  community, but that's not in the bill.

         16                 The fact is that this bill is a

         17  permission to alienate parkland without any real

         18  protection.

         19                 Now, it is true that they put into

         20  the bill that supplemental environmental impact

         21  statement needs to be prepared, and that's an

         22  improvement. But it's not enough.

         23                 I had made a number of suggestions,

         24  not wild, crazy suggestions, one, that we go through

         25  a ULURP process, which would involve the local
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          2  community Board, and that's very important, and the

          3  people lobbying against this bill, the parks people,

          4  Citywide the environmentalists have said that's a

          5  very important step before parkland should be

          6  alienated, and used for other purposes.

          7                 They say they've done a ULURP but

          8  that was on another project four years ago, not this

          9  project.

         10                 That wouldn't be too much to ask. I

         11  have never said that I am totally against the

         12  possibility of parkland alienation, if there is a

         13  proper exchange, which there could be with

         14  neighboring land around the Jerome Reservoir. If

         15  there is a proper consideration, including community

         16  consideration through the ULURP process. But I have

         17  been rejected in that request both in Albany and by

         18  the City.

         19                 We should not pass this without that.

         20  It's not too much to ask. It's not unreasonable. The

         21  fact is that we don't have any assurance. We don't

         22  know who's going to be the Mayor. We don't know

         23  who's going to be the environmental commissioner as

         24  this project goes ahead, it's going to take five or

         25  six years. Those assurances have to be built into
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          2  the bill.

          3                 One last thing I'd like to say, and I

          4  say this unfortunately, but imagine for a moment

          5  that they were going to build a billion and a half

          6  or 1.2 billion project, four times larger than the

          7  World Trade Center, in the middle of Central Park,

          8  do you think for a moment that anybody in Manhattan

          9  would accept that?

         10                 You know they wouldn't. Would accept

         11  that without any assurances, would accept it without

         12  even an assurance in the bill that there will be in

         13  fact the restoration of the park which they say

         14  there will be.

         15                 The fact is you are here buying

         16  something you don't know what you're getting, and

         17  there's no need for it. Yes, there are deadlines,

         18  they've been extended for ten years. Ten years. Four

         19  years ago the Council voted to authorize this

         20  project and they didn't provide for alienation for

         21  park land and the Court stopped it, and just like,

         22  you know, Lazareth, I guess, or someone rising from

         23  the dead, here it is again.

         24                 So, deadlines. Yes, there are

         25  deadlines. There are deadlines with the federal
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          2  government. We happen to know people in the federal

          3  government. The Mayor happens to know someone who is

          4  the head of the federal government. If they want a

          5  delay they can get a delay, so the proper assurances

          6  can be written in this bill.

          7                 As this bill is currently written, it

          8  doesn't protect the Woodlawn community or the

          9  Mosholu community, and the thousands of residents

         10  there. It doesn't provide for the proper exchange of

         11  parkland. It threatens the environment. And the

         12  process, I tell you, members, in every one of your

         13  districts, the City can come in here now and take

         14  parkland for whatever they want, claim that that's

         15  the cheapest way to build, and you won't be able to

         16  stop it.

         17                 As the representative of the 11th

         18  Council District, who represents thousands of people

         19  in the immediate area, I ask that this home rule

         20  message be rejected and the State Legislature have

         21  been told that in order to do this properly, the

         22  assurances have to be given to all of us that park

         23  land can be taken this way and to the community,

         24  that their interests will in fact be protected.

         25                 This bill is not enough. It could be
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          2  enough. It's not enough, and it should not pass.

          3                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Thank you

          4  very much.

          5                 Councilwoman Helen Foster.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: May I be

          7  excused? May I vote and then be excused, please?

          8                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Yes, you may.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: I'd like

         10  unanimous consent to be able to vote?

         11                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: So ordered.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Thank you. I

         13  vote aye on all orders on the calendar today. Thank

         14  you.

         15                 Council Member Domenic Recchia.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: I also want

         17  unanimous consent of my colleagues to be excused to

         18  vote aye on all coupled orders on the calendar.

         19                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: So ordered.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Thank you.

         21                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA and ladies and

         22  gentlemen, please hold your cheers and the applause.

         23  We're going to try to get through today's Stated

         24  Council as easy as possible. Thank you very much.

         25                 And now I will be calling upon myself
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          2  for a brief discussion.

          3                 Ladies and gentlemen, we have been

          4  discussing the issue of the water filtration plant

          5  in the City Council for quite some time, and it is

          6  an extremely sensitive issue that comes before us

          7  here today.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Point of

          9  order, Mr. Chairman.

         10                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Pardon me?

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: I would ask

         12  that the Chair relinquish the Chair while he makes

         13  this statement.

         14                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: You would ask

         15  that I relinquish --

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: While you're

         17  making a statement on the bill, I would ask that you

         18  relinquish the chair.

         19                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: By all means.

         20                 (Applause.)

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: I will protest

         22  that also because this House is a House that the

         23  majority of the people sitting in here are

         24  democrats, and I'm sorry but I am not going to allow

         25  this process to go through with a republican
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          2  representing this house. I'm sorry, no. We are

          3  democrats in here and the majority are democrats.

          4  I'm sorry.

          5                 I'm serious about what I'm saying.

          6  I'm serious. I'm not joking. I'm serious. I'm not

          7  joking about what I just said.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: I think we

          9  should take a vote on it.

         10                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE GIOIA: I'd

         11  like to recognize Council Member Rivera.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: Thank you very

         13  much, sir.

         14                 Ladies and gentlemen, as I was saying

         15  the water filtration plant is a very sensitive issue

         16  that is facing our borough and our City.

         17                 Attention, please. Let's have some

         18  seriousness here. Could we get some order?

         19                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE GIOIA: Please

         20  come to order.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: Thank you very

         22  much.

         23                 We have to understand the fact that

         24  this is a federal mandate coming from the federal

         25  EPA mandating that we have a filtration plant to
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          2  filter the Croton watershed.

          3                 There are advocates that would say we

          4  don't need filtration, and that may be the case, but

          5  we are not the body to make that decision. We do not

          6  have control to make that decision.

          7                 The EPA has mandated they rebuild a

          8  filtration plant. Thus far the City of New York has

          9  faced $100,000 in fines that are accruing. We have

         10  not paid them yet, some people would say it's not

         11  true, though we are accruing over $100,000 in fines

         12  and penalties related to this issue.

         13                 If we do not resolve this issue, the

         14  City of New York will be fined $25,000 per day on

         15  the backs of the hard-working men and women of water

         16  rates bills.

         17                 Right after the water rates bill just

         18  increased, I doubt the residents of the City of New

         19  York wanted to get fined an additional $25,000 per

         20  day.

         21                 We have discussed this issue within

         22  my committee for quite some time, and we have

         23  delayed its passing because we heard the concerns of

         24  the people of the community that wanted the

         25  environmental impact study.
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          2                 We fought hard and we got that into

          3  the bill. We did that because we understand that

          4  people need to see the process. People need to have

          5  a discussion. People need to be able to see the plan

          6  and see the cost of it, so we had the environmental

          7  impact study for the community, but we still have

          8  the responsibility to resolve this issue at hand.

          9                 I understand Council Member Oliver

         10  Koppell's feelings on this issue. I understand the

         11  community residents' feeling on this issue, but the

         12  City of New York must be responsible and must follow

         13  the federal mandates that I've given towards, and we

         14  must look for the most cost effective site to build

         15  this location, and we must find a site that is the

         16  most beneficial.

         17                 The home rule that we are passing

         18  here today does not guarantee -- I will ask for a

         19  couple more seconds.

         20                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE GIOIA: That's

         21  granted.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: Thank you.

         23                 The home rule that we are passing

         24  here today does not guarantee it will be in the

         25  Mosholu site. What it does, it allows the Mosholu
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          2  site to stay as an option for the DEP's utilization.

          3                 So far we've heard that the

          4  Westchester site will cost $2 billion, the Harlem

          5  River site will cost $1.6 billion, and the Van

          6  Cortlandt site will cost about $1.3 billion.

          7                 I think the City of New York and the

          8  City residents should be given the opportunity to

          9  utilize the cost effective site and this

         10  environmental impact statement will find that most

         11  cost effective site.

         12                 I ask all members to please vote aye

         13  on this home rule that's before us here today, so

         14  that we would at least have the option of utilizing

         15  the most cost effective site in the City of New York

         16  to fulfill our federally mandated consent decree.

         17                 Thank you very much.

         18                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE GIOIA: Thank

         19  you, Council Member. I recognize Council Member

         20  Barron and simultaneously relinquish the chair to

         21  Council Member Rivera.

         22                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Thank you.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Thank you, Mr.

         24  Chairs. I wanted to, before you put me on the clock,

         25  Mr. Chairman, I just want to take two seconds to
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          2  acknowledge my wife. My wife is here today. I want

          3  everybody to see you. I just wanted to let you know

          4  that she has been in the Board of Education for 37

          5  years. She's retired now. She's a free black woman

          6  dealing with a free black man.

          7                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: That's a

          8  beautiful thing.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: And Jimmy Oddo

         10  and Gallagher, you better watch what you say to me

         11  today, because my wife is here.

         12                 I rise, Mr. Chairman, to -- you know,

         13  these votes of the City Council are votes of

         14  conscious, and this was a very difficult vote for me

         15  and may not go with the flow, but much as I would

         16  like to support your project, as much as I would

         17  like to see employment come to the area and

         18  development. As an environmental activist, I cannot

         19  vote that way today.

         20                 I will have to vote no on this

         21  project. Reason being I think we're setting a bad

         22  precedence on allowing the City to determine when

         23  park land can no longer be used as park land.

         24                 I think if it happens for the good,

         25  if you feel in your community and some may not feel
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          2  that way, when it comes to other communities, I just

          3  think we're setting a bad precedence.

          4                 And I do think there should be a

          5  ULURP process for this particular project, and it

          6  was good you're doing a supplemental environmental

          7  impact statement review process, but when I looked

          8  at the larger picture of everything involved, and I

          9  said to myself that I have to be true to my

         10  conscience, an environmental tip, as I would say, I

         11  would have to vote no to this and I thank you for

         12  the time.

         13                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Council

         14  Member Yassky.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Thank you.

         16                 I want to express my concern about

         17  the process that led to this vote today. I

         18  understand that all the arguments in favor of this

         19  filtration plant, but I do believe that the affected

         20  community did not receive its due, and I'm a little

         21  I guess sensitive about this, because just a short

         22  while ago in my own district the City located a

         23  facility that the neighbors were not happy about,

         24  but the precedent that I'm really thinking of is a

         25  few years before that, also in the district I now
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          2  currently represent, the City needed to engage in a

          3  $2.3 billion restoration of a water sewage treatment

          4  plant, something of course no community would like

          5  and looks forward to, and when that happened, the

          6  then administration did, to its credit, sit down

          7  with the community and work out, maybe folks still

          8  weren't happy the project was still going forward,

          9  but they figured out a way to at least accommodate

         10  the affected neighbors. And I think any time

         11  something of this magnitude is going into a

         12  community, the affected neighbors need to be

         13  listened to, need to be heard, and their

         14  representative in the City Council needs to be

         15  talked to and negotiated with. And it's very much of

         16  concern to me that that did not happen here.

         17                 I hope, Oliver said this would be a

         18  precedent, I hope it's not a precedent, because that

         19  I think is just not the right way to treat the

         20  communities of New York.

         21                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Thank you

         22  very much, Council Member Miguel Martinez.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Thank you,

         24  Mr. Chair. With the permission of my colleagues, I'd

         25  like to vote aye on all coupled general orders?
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          2                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: So ordered.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Thank you.

          4                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Council

          5  Member Fidler.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Thank you. I'd

          7  like to go back for a moment to the sales tax bill.

          8                 Very recently my wife was buying

          9  summer clothes for my kids for camp, was standing on

         10  line and the other consumers on line said that darn

         11  City Council just raised sales tax on my kids'

         12  clothing. And I want to commend our Speaker, because

         13  if not for his leadership and his aggressive posture

         14  in Albany, that sales tax would be higher than it is

         15  today.

         16                 And I want to commend him further for

         17  his aggressive and quick leadership in taking the

         18  option that reduces sales tax on clothing to its

         19  maximum, because that's a sales tax that this

         20  Council didn't want to see. It wasn't our action

         21  that removed the exemption on clothing up to $110,

         22  it never should have happened. And, so, everything

         23  we can do, and anything we can do to reduce that tax

         24  as quickly as possible, we should do.

         25                 And, so, I am sure and I hope, and I
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          2  know that even our republican colleagues are going

          3  to go along with this one today, that this body

          4  unanimously send a message to Albany that they ought

          5  to go back there and repeal the clothing tax

          6  exemption removal today, before they leave Albany,

          7  we'll do what we have to do down here to get rid of

          8  it as soon as we can, and I urge that that vote be

          9  unanimous today.

         10                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Speaker

         11  Miller.

         12                 SPEAKER MILLER: I just want to take

         13  an opportunity, I had an oversight on my comments

         14  earlier and I should have covered this, I wanted to

         15  take an opportunity to thank Council Member Koppell

         16  for his hard work on behalf of this community, and

         17  for the many discussions that I had with him

         18  personally, I know he met up with the Chief of Staff

         19  and with the staff here at the Council, and to say

         20  that I think that it was indeed that this is an

         21  improved, with regard to 619, the bill in Albany and

         22  the Senate is enormously improved, I think everybody

         23  would concede that it is enormously improved from

         24  where it started out, and I think that whether or

         25  not people in the end agree that it's worth doing or
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          2  not, I think everybody would agree that it is

          3  enormously improved as a result of the advocacy of

          4  Council Member Koppell and his hard work, as well as

          5  the hard work of the chair of the Committee and

          6  other members of the Council who grappled seriously

          7  and thoughtfully with the issues that were involved

          8  here, and that this is a process that you know no

          9  process is perfect. But I would note that I think

         10  there were three hearings on this home rule, which

         11  is probably a record for home rules, that a number

         12  of the concerns that were raised, as I noted in my

         13  comments originally, were addressed as part of the

         14  final accommodation of the bill, and I would just

         15  say on the subject of the ULURP process, that some

         16  would say we should go through ULURP again, as I

         17  heard, and a couple people comment.

         18                 Our staff advised us that the ULURP

         19  process that was completed, and there was a full

         20  ULURP process for a larger and more impactful

         21  proposal than this one, by quite some considerable

         22  margin, there was a full ULURP process that was

         23  completed, and that if we were to require another

         24  ULURP process that in itself would have been an

         25  enormous precedence, so that whenever there was an
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          2  application which people didn't like the result of,

          3  they would come back and say, well, you asked for

          4  it, let's do it again, because we've already done it

          5  once, and if our Land Use staff, who was I think the

          6  finest Land Use staff there has ever been for any

          7  legislature in the country advised me that the ULURP

          8  process has been satisfied then I have to take that

          9  very seriously, and I think that from the flipside,

         10  it's a point of view that the people are raising

         11  precedence that we also are to consider whether or

         12  not we're going to respect that ULURP process or not

         13  when it happens, and even if the outcome isn't or

         14  wasn't exactly what we provided.

         15                 But I want to underline that I think

         16  that I understand that there are reasonable people

         17  who are on both sides of this issue, that Council

         18  Member Koppell and I had discussions on the subject

         19  of the ULURP process, as well as other items, and

         20  that we have a disagreement on this particular

         21  matter, that that is exactly what legislatures are

         22  supposed to, I wanted to particularly take this

         23  opportunity to compliment him for his hard work and

         24  his hard work and his hard advocacy on behalf of his

         25  community and say that I think for better or for
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          2  worse that this is -- well, not for better or worse,

          3  but for better, this is a much better bill as a

          4  result of his hard work and the hard work of the

          5  Chair and everyone else who was involved in these

          6  discussions over the last several months.

          7                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Thank you

          8  very much.

          9                 Council Member Reed.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: Thank you, Mr.

         11  Majority Leader. I am going to vote aye on this

         12  piece. I understand the difficulties that my

         13  colleagues in the Bronx have with it, but I think

         14  there is a greater good.

         15                 My concern is more in terms of the

         16  project as it moves forward in terms of

         17  construction, and I want to take this opportunity to

         18  say that over and over and over again we see these

         19  massive projects, but we really don't see anybody

         20  who lives in New York City working on the project,

         21  and I would like to put the Administration on notice

         22  that just because the construction trade industry

         23  thinks this is a good idea, we think it's a good

         24  idea that people that work in the City of New York

         25  with this diversity actually work on this project.
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          2  And I'd hate to see us a couple of years down the

          3  road having to look and examine who it is that's

          4  working there and not find City taxpayers or any

          5  reflection on what in fact the Bronx' district

          6  community looks like.

          7                 Thank you very much.

          8                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Thank you

          9  very much, Council Member.

         10                 Council Member Katz.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Thank you. I

         12  wanted to underline what the Speaker had talked

         13  about. You know, this is a very difficult decision,

         14  and those of you that know the Land Use Committee

         15  know that quite often we have difficult decisions to

         16  make, and especially in placing sites and doing

         17  ULURP in different districts.

         18                 But I'd like to underscore what the

         19  Speaker said. This ULURP process happened two years

         20  ago, and it was an extremely open and dedicated

         21  process. And those of you that know the Land Use

         22  staff know that they put all of their time, effort

         23  and commitment into making sure that everyone was

         24  heard on this process and that the ULURP process was

         25  done and that the hearings were open, and that all
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          2  the work that goes into a ULURP and all the

          3  information that needs to be traded was actually

          4  traded.

          5                 Like the Speaker said, once a ULURP

          6  process is done, to open it up again would

          7  absolutely be precedent setting, and it's just not

          8  normally done.

          9                 I would like to note, though, that in

         10  response to many of the concerns, the community and

         11  other people have had, the supplemental

         12  environmental impact statement will be going forward

         13  and that process I know will be respected, and the

         14  fact of the matter is, this Council will have

         15  oversight, we'll make sure that process is also an

         16  open one and make sure that process is also taken

         17  seriously.

         18                 But just to underscore, the ULURP has

         19  been done, it was an open process, I understand how

         20  difficult these decisions are for every single

         21  person in this room. It is sometimes often the

         22  burden of the Land Use issues. But as the Speaker

         23  said, the staff has worked extremely hard to make

         24  sure that all the information to be traded has been

         25  traded, and I appreciate the work that the Land Use
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          2  staff did in the past and what the State and Fed

          3  Committee did this time on their three hearings, to

          4  make sure that information was out there.

          5                 I'll be supporting this project.

          6  Thank you very much.

          7                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Thank you

          8  very much, Councilwoman.

          9                 Council Member Gennaro.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Thank you,

         11  Mr. Acting Public Advocate. I just want to, people

         12  have spoken to the legalities of the filtration

         13  plant, let me just speak to the science of it for

         14  just a second.

         15                 I've been working on this issue since

         16  1990, since I came on here as a staff person working

         17  with the Environmental Protection Committee, no one

         18  has dedicated more of their career to trying to

         19  avoid filtration than I have, but in the case of

         20  this filtration project, the surface water treatment

         21  rule does not really afford us any other options at

         22  this point.

         23                 It is a federal mandate that we do

         24  technically a filtration project, and although there

         25  are heartfelt advocates who believe that chlorine
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          2  dioxide treatment would provide the necessary

          3  treatment for the water, that is legally short of

          4  actual filtration will not pass muster with the

          5  federal government. There is no avoiding filtration

          6  in this case. It has been supported by the Natural

          7  Resource Defense Council and other environmental

          8  groups. I'm extremely sympathetic to the position of

          9  the environmentalists who were in opposition,

         10  because no one really wants to see filtration. But I

         11  will be siding with the environmentalists who do

         12  support this project and there are many who do, and

         13  I just wanted to give people that science and

         14  perspective that I, as an environmentalist, and

         15  chair of the Committee on Environmental Protection

         16  do support this project and I urge my colleagues to

         17  support it as well.

         18                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Thank you

         19  very much.

         20                 The next will be Council Member

         21  Davis.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER DAVIS: Thank you,

         23  Acting Public Advocate.

         24                 I'm one who believes we should stand

         25  with Council members in their Councilmanic districts
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          2  as a whole, and then there should be respect for a

          3  Council Member's view.

          4                 I would like to commend the Speaker

          5  Gifford Miller, the Land Use, and as well as Council

          6  Member Oliver Koppell, for voicing his position and

          7  having the Speaker stand up and articulate how well

          8  he fought to work out his position.

          9                 I must admit that I am still

         10  wrestling with this decision, but I am happy to see

         11  that this Council has arrived at a level where you

         12  don't have to agree, and you can be commended, and

         13  we can debate in a healthy forum, and I think that

         14  Speaker Gifford Miller and the entire Council should

         15  be commended, and as well as the Land Use Division.

         16                 So, I'll continue to hear the

         17  argument on the floor, as I make my decision, which

         18  that decision will be what's in the best interest of

         19  the City of New York. Again, I commend Speaker

         20  Gifford Miller and Councilman Oliver Koppell.

         21                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Thank you

         22  very much.

         23                 Council Member Addabbo.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Thank you. As

         25  Chairman of the Parks Committee, I am not pleased
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          2  with this project, or the alienation of park

          3  property, but after we look at the fact that it is

          4  federally mandated, time sensitive and warranted,

          5  and the fact that we are going to look at the pros

          6  and cons of the short term and long-term effects of

          7  the project, I do feel the need to vote yes on the

          8  project, and do hope that it's not a sign of things

          9  to come for our park land, and we will be mindful

         10  and conscious of that.

         11                 I do hope in the future, though, that

         12  obviously the public opinion and the public input is

         13  made of importance, and that's why I say that should

         14  this project go forward, I'm hopeful that the local

         15  community boards, I understand there are three in

         16  the area, can meet regularly with the community and

         17  with the City agencies involved to address any

         18  future -- was that a line item? I don't know if that

         19  was in the budget. Time is up.

         20                 But the fact is, I'm hoping that the

         21  local three community boards can get together with

         22  the community and see delays from the City agencies

         23  involved, to answer any future problems that the

         24  communities may have during the process and progress

         25  of this project.
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          2                 Like I said, I am not happy that

          3  there is alienation of park property. It's something

          4  I am against, but this project is wanted and needed,

          5  so therefore I'll be voting yes.

          6                 Thank you.

          7                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Thank you

          8  very much.

          9                 Council Member Espada.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER ESPADA: Thank you, Mr.

         11  Chairman.

         12                 First let me just acknowledge that

         13  this indeed has been a process, as a new member I

         14  don't always get to be on all the committees I want

         15  to be, and that's fair and fine, but I've certainly

         16  been an eyewitness to a process that has I think

         17  significantly improved the matter that is before us

         18  today.

         19                 Certainly since I came on in

         20  February. However, let me just say that the water

         21  quality that is presently consumed in New York City

         22  in the particular district is and always has met

         23  federal standards. Number one.

         24                 Number two, we do acknowledge that

         25  the issue of the supplemental environmental impact
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          2  is an improvement. We do acknowledge that there had

          3  been a ULURP process, but let me pause there. We

          4  don't really need to differ with experts. I'm no

          5  expert on Land Use, but I have learned to trust my

          6  instincts and certainly those of the people I

          7  represent, and the fact is that when you are

          8  ULURPING, when you are valuating a particular site

          9  for a particular project, and now four years later

         10  it is a different project with different

         11  comparables, with different conditions, in a post

         12  9/11 scenario, in a post era where we now know that

         13  the immediate area surrounding it is an asthma alley

         14  disaster area.

         15                 Now, if the water quality were not up

         16  to federal standards, then the public health

         17  analysis would be that how could you make people

         18  drink poor drinking water; how could you expose them

         19  to that threat?

         20                 Instead I think what this has been

         21  reduced to, is, yes, this is an improved project,

         22  yes the legislation in Albany is improved, but the

         23  process that Oliver Koppell spoke to --

         24                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: If you could

         25  sum it up, Council member.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER ESPADA: If I may just

          3  have 30 seconds, this process does not belong to

          4  this project. This process lives in perpetuity.  It

          5  is precedent setting and very disturbing.

          6                 Thank you for your patience and

          7  cooperation. Thank you.

          8                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Thank you

          9  very much.

         10                 Councilwoman Lopez.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: It is very

         12  difficult for me to make peace with the two programs

         13  that we have in place. I understand the difficulties

         14  of Council Member Koppell on the issue in question.

         15  It would reduce greatly the land that exists for

         16  park purposes. But we also have to put this in

         17  perspective and we have to understand that, for

         18  example, in the case of this particular project, the

         19  water that this particular project will filter is

         20  the water that goes to the district in which I live.

         21                 The district in which I live has a

         22  disproportionate number of people living with HIV.

         23  The water that we talk right here, right now, is

         24  connected to the question of people having immune

         25  deficient system problems, and this water is
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          2  critical to all of those people who suffer from HIV

          3  to be clear, pure, and the best water as possible.

          4  That's one of the concerns I have.

          5                 The other concern I have is that this

          6  is a water that is available for all of the

          7  residents of my community and many parts of the

          8  Lower Manhattan, and it's not right to have some

          9  members of New York City having access to water that

         10  is good, clean and wonderful and some of the members

         11  of this City who don't have that benefit. Happen to

         12  be that many of those members are the one who live

         13  in my district. Therefore, although I appreciate the

         14  situation of Council Member Koppell, I also have to

         15  appreciate my own situation in my district where the

         16  people who drink the water that come from that

         17  filtration plant live right there where I live,

         18  where I do business. Therefore, this proposal needs

         19  to be seen in a Citywide context, and not just in a

         20  context of one particular area. It have implication

         21  for many, and the implications at the end of the day

         22  are related to health.

         23                 I want to make echo to the voice of

         24  my colleague, Council Member Phil Reed, that one

         25  only issue that I have with this project and I have
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          2  from the past to now is the employment piece of it.

          3                 It is going to be employment on this,

          4  New York City residents have to have employment

          5  opportunities.

          6                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Thank you

          7  very much.

          8                 Council Member Lanza.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER LANZA: Thank you, Mr.

         10  Majority Leader.

         11                 I'd like to commend Speaker Miller

         12  for leading this City Council in a way which has

         13  allowed for the open and free exchange of ideas. I

         14  think it is a tribute to the kind of man he is and

         15  the leadership he provides.

         16                 I find it interesting, the concern,

         17  the great concern that some have with respect to the

         18  conduct of three members of 51, and I think that's a

         19  tribute to the great leadership provided by our

         20  Minority Leader James Oddo, and I thank him as well.

         21                 I do want to speak briefly about the

         22  episode which occurred here a little earlier

         23  concerning who sits in which seat, and I say merely

         24  this, that those who preach tolerance, but

         25  selectively practice it, are nothing more than
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          2  hippocrates. Thank you.

          3                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Council

          4  Member Jennings.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER JENNINGS: Good

          6  morning, Mr. Public Advocate.

          7                 If the people who were before us, and

          8  the Council before us and administration before us

          9  had done everything they could to protect the

         10  watershed as they should have, we wouldn't be in

         11  thispredicament today to make such a difficult

         12  decision.

         13                 And the decision we're faced with is

         14  versus environmental, versus economic development.

         15  So, politically in regard of offending leadership

         16  versus standing by your colleague, and certainly

         17  every time you are in a position like that it's a

         18  very, very difficult position to be in, and to take

         19  the courage to do what's right, and to stand by your

         20  principles, sometimes it's difficult to do. But, no,

         21  throughout this past few weeks I've gotten many

         22  postcards and letters from children in that

         23  community, asking that they don't want to suffer

         24  from cancer, they have asthma in that community, and

         25  a lot of concerns about their environmental impact
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          2  of that neighborhood.

          3                 Number two, I just find it profound

          4  that we would consider building such a filtration

          5  plant over a park. I've never heard of this

          6  happening before, although I have little experience

          7  int his matter, I never heard of us building such a

          8  tremendous project over a public park. And,

          9  certainly, there is other alternatives for where

         10  this project can be, and why always in New York

         11  City, why always in a poor community, why can't this

         12  be built in Westchester?

         13                 I understand in Westchester, there is

         14  a place in Westchester for them to build this park,

         15  and I don't know if we have to vote on this today,

         16  because I would like not to vote yes, and I would

         17  like not to vote no, but there can be more further

         18  study in regard of moving this project into

         19  Westchester.

         20                 Number two, also, according to

         21  Westchester, as a Council Member --

         22                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: If you could

         23  sum it up.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER JENNINGS: I not just

         25  represent my district but represent everyone in New
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          2  York City because we all get paid by every single

          3  taxpayer in New York City. And when the people of a

          4  community feel so outraged about a project, should

          5  we not listen sometimes to the needs of the people

          6  and what the local community feels about a project,

          7  because sometimes they know what's best, or they

          8  have their feeling, and we should always pay

          9  attention to the way people feel. And that's why if

         10  there's a way of postponing this vote today, I would

         11  like the Council to do that.

         12                 Thank you.

         13                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Thank you

         14  very much.

         15                 Seeing there are no other speakers on

         16  General Orders, we will move on to Report of Special

         17  Committees.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: None.

         19                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Report of

         20  Standing Committees.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports of the

         22  Committee on Finances.

         23                 Preconsidered Reso 937.

         24                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on General

         25  Order Calendar.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Preconsidered

          3  Reso 938.

          4                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports of the

          6  Committee on Housing and Buildings.

          7                 Intro. 429.

          8                 SPEAKER MILLER: Adopted and laid

          9  over.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reso 907-A.

         11                 SPEAKER MILLER: Amended and coupled

         12  on the General Order Calendar.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reso 911-A.

         14                 SPEAKER MILLER: Amended and coupled

         15  on a general order calendar.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 608.

         17                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled to be filed.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports of the

         19  Committee on State and Federal Legislation.

         20                 SLR 13.

         21                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

         22  General Order Calendar.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: SLR 60.

         24                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

         25  General Order Calendar.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: SLR 63.

          3                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: SLR 81.

          5                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: SLR 83.

          7                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled to be filed.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: SLR 93.

          9                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Preconsidered

         11  SLR 101.

         12                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Preconsidered

         14  SLR 102.

         15                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 578.

         17                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Preconsidered

         19  SLR 619.

         20                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         21                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: General order

         22  calendar.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Resolution

         24  appointing various persons Commissioner of Deeds.

         25                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

                                                            62

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  General Order Calendar.

          3                 At this point I would ask the clerk

          4  to call the roll on all items coupled on the general

          5  order calendar.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Addabbo.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Aye.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Avella.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Aye on all.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Baez.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ: Aye.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Barron.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: I vote aye on

         14  all; and I vote no on preconsidered Resolution M

         15  619.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Boyland.

         17                 (No response.)

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Brewer.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Pass.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Boyland.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: Aye.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Clarke.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Aye on all.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Comrie.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Aye on all.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Davis.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER DAVIS: Permission to

          4  explain my vote?

          5                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: So ordered.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER DAVIS: All right. You

          7  know, I think somewhat of my hesitation around the

          8  argument about what's good for the City of New York,

          9  because I've heard that argument being made when

         10  they stack my Councilmanic district with homeless

         11  shelters, and not give my Councilmanic district an

         12  opportunity to have their opinions heard. So, I try

         13  to separate my distrust of the system and distrust

         14  of the process to make a vote as a Council member

         15  for what's actually in the best interest of the City

         16  of New York, and after talking and speaking with all

         17  the other Council members who would be affected by

         18  the waters, we have to make sure that the jobs go to

         19  the people in the community, and after having

         20  commending the Speaker and Oliver Koppell for this

         21  exchange and realizing that after four years there

         22  is a different ULURP should have taken place, but I

         23  think that in light of the three Council hearings I

         24  vote on Preconsidered M 619 aye, and aye on all, and

         25  I respect you so much Oliver Koppell. Aye on all.

                                                            64

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: DeBlasio.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEBLASIO: Aye on all.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Dilan.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTIN-DILAN: Mr.

          6  President Pro-Tem, may I be temporarily excused to

          7  explain my vote?

          8                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Yes, you may.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTIN-DILAN: Mr.

         10  President, I, in Committee, voted for this, but at

         11  that time I did not get a chance to state my

         12  position on the Croton Water Filtration System. I do

         13  believe that this is in the best interest of the

         14  City, however, I do share some of Council Member

         15  Koppell's concerns.

         16                 During Committee we heard testimony

         17  from various City agencies in favor. One of them so

         18  happened to be the New York City Parks Department.

         19  They made certain commitments within the Committee,

         20  that certain amount of capital dollars would be sent

         21  to the Borough of the Bronx, and one of the Council

         22  Member's major, Council Member Koppell's major

         23  problems with that is that those concessions weren't

         24  in the legislation.

         25                 I think in the future we need to make
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          2  sure that when promises were made, that they can be

          3  kept, and, you know, I understand that their word is

          4  one thing, and I do believe that they'll keep their

          5  word, but if this project isn't finished and if the

          6  Parks' money doesn't come and doesn't become more

          7  realistic, and a new Administration could possibly

          8  be voted in by the time this is all said and done,

          9  and that Administration is not obligated to keep

         10  those commitments that were made to us before

         11  Committee.

         12                 So, I think that in the future we

         13  need to look as a body and as a Committee to show up

         14  some of those processes and I think that we wouldn't

         15  have as much concern as we did today from Council

         16  Member Koppell.

         17                 However, I think for the overall

         18  benefit of the City, and for the greater good, I

         19  must vote aye for this proposal and therefore vote

         20  aye on all, but I would like to send the message of

         21  caution that when we make major agreements like

         22  this, that we get more firm commitments in

         23  legislation.

         24                 Thank you.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Espada.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER ESPADA: Mr. Chairman,

          3  I request permission to explain my vote.

          4                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: So ordered.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER ESPADA: Thank you, Mr.

          6  Chairman.

          7                 I neglected to thank you personally

          8  for your stewardship in your committee, for you to

          9  improve this project before us today, and thank you

         10  for your labor on this project.

         11                 I did neglect in the time I had

         12  before me before to acknowledge obviously the $200

         13  million is not a full commitment, although the

         14  overture is greatly appreciated, the issue of jobs

         15  is not obviously an issue that has bypassed my

         16  attention, with the concerns already articulated,

         17  obviously we would support those. But we come back

         18  to the issue of why I must oppose 619, and that is

         19  negative, precedent-setting pattern of not fully

         20  consulting communities, and trying to find ways in

         21  which the projects that must be cited, either

         22  because of federal mandates or other exigencies are

         23  placed in areas where the community does not want

         24  them. With the full force of that community behind

         25  us, we say no to M 16 and aye on all the other

                                                            67

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  items. Thank you.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Felder.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: May I be

          5  excused to explain my vote, Mr. President?

          6                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Yes, you may.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Thank you.

          8                 I vote aye, and I believe that we

          9  should not be able to explain our votes twice in the

         10  General Order Calendar and then repeat it.

         11                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: I agree. I

         12  would ask all Council Members, if you've spoken

         13  beforehand, to place not speak again. Of course, you

         14  are allowed to if you so choose, but I would ask

         15  that you not from this point on. Thank you.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Thank you.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Fidler.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: May I be

         19  briefly excused to explain my vote?

         20                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Yes, you may.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: I didn't speak

         22  on this, Simcha, and I will be brief.

         23                 Despite my considerable respect for

         24  Council Member Koppell and the community he

         25  represents, I do believe the greater good is served
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          2  by an aye vote. And I want to repeat what I said at

          3  the State and Federal Legislation Committee, which

          4  is if I am still here when this project is complete,

          5  I will remember the commitment that was made by the

          6  Administration to restore this park in full to equal

          7  or better than it is today, and I vote aye on all.

          8                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Thank you

          9  very much.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gallagher.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Pass.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gennaro.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Yes on all.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gerson.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Pass.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gioia.

         17                 (No response.)

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gonzalez.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER GONZALEZ: Aye on all.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jackson.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Aye on all.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jennings.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER JENNINGS: May I be

         24  excused to explain my vote?

         25                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Yes, you
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          2  may.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER JENNINGS: I know a few

          4  months ago some of us voted on issues that wasn't in

          5  line with leadership and we were punished for that,

          6  and I just hope that as a Council, we have matured

          7  beyond those days.

          8                 I think that Council Member Koppell

          9  is a statesman and has more experience in government

         10  than most of us put together in this room and we

         11  should all respect his opinions, no matter if it's

         12  different from our own, and I think for that we

         13  should respect each other's opinion, because this is

         14  what government is about, this is what democracy is

         15  about. Democracy is about representative government

         16  and we all come from different communities, with

         17  different ideas of how this City should be run, and

         18  we come together in this place with different ideas

         19  than we debate, and at the end of the day we vote on

         20  something and the laws pass and we all follow the

         21  laws no matter which way we voted on anything either

         22  yes or no.

         23                 In that vain I would like to vote no

         24  on preconsidered Resolution 938, and I abstain on

         25  Preconsidered Resolution M 619 and aye on all. Thank
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          2  you.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Katz.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Aye on all.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Koppell.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Explain my

          7  vote?

          8                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Yes, you may.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Thank you.

         10                 Thank you, Mr. Majority Leader.

         11                 Just briefly, first of all, I want to

         12  thank those who complimented me and specifically

         13  thank those who voted against this project this

         14  time.

         15                 I do want to clarify a couple of

         16  things. First of all, this is not about filtration,

         17  it's not about whether we filter water. The fact is

         18  that the federal government has mandated there are

         19  now three sites that are eligible, there's only one

         20  site that's in a park, what this bill is about is

         21  allowing park land to be used. If we didn't pass

         22  this home rule message, there still are two other

         23  sites where the filtration plant could be built, and

         24  there may even be other sites. There are two sites

         25  that have had a draft Environmental Impact Statement
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          2  prepared on them already.

          3                 This home rule message is not about

          4  filtration. It's not about protecting Margarita

          5  Lopez' constituents. Whether you agree there should

          6  be filtration or not, and some people think it's

          7  unnecessary, and it is true that the water quality

          8  is drinkable, it's been drinkable, it continues to

          9  be drinkable, in fact it's improved somewhat. This

         10  is not about clean water, it's about building a

         11  filtration plant because the federal government says

         12  we must do, and it's about building it in a park.

         13  And it's about building it in a park without the

         14  kind of protection that every member here would like

         15  to see their community have.

         16                 As I said before, I'm not NIMBY. I

         17  have stood up in my career many times against almost

         18  everyone in my district who I believe was exercising

         19  NIMBY. And I can give you chapter and verse, not

         20  now. It's not NIMBY, it's asking for appropriate

         21  protection that you would want for your

         22  constituents, and that I want for my constituents,

         23  and indeed for all the people of the City, and also

         24  for saying that park land alienation should be a

         25  last resort. Not the easy way out.
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          2                 Therefore, Mr. Majority Leader, I

          3  request to vote no on preconsidered M 619 and I'll

          4  vote aye on all the other general order matters.

          5                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Thank you

          6  very much.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gioia.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: I vote yes on

          9  all.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lanza.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER LANZA: Pass.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lopez.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: I want to make

         14  a clarification before I vote. May I?

         15                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Of course you

         16  can.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: I just want to

         18  make clear to all of the members of the house, that

         19  the three communities that are affected by it, it's

         20  the three areas, is the South Bronx, the Spanish

         21  Harlem, the Lower East. These are communities that

         22  are traditionally known more for having an enormous

         23  amount of people of color living on it.

         24                 Also affect the community of the area

         25  where the island (phonetic) is in that particular
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          2  piece in there. Then I think that this issue need to

          3  be looked at from the context of clean water that to

          4  be getting to all New Yorkers and not some New

          5  Yorkers. I vote aye on all.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: McMahon.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Speaker

          8  Pro-Tem, I ask for leave to explain my vote.

          9                 As I mentioned at the State and

         10  Federal Legislation hearing which you chaired so

         11  ably, it is with utmost respect for Council Member

         12  Koppell, and the way that he is so ably represented

         13  in his community, that I think very long and hard,

         14  yet weighing any pros and cons, namely the benefit

         15  for the City as a whole, as well as for the many

         16  jobs that will be created with this project on and

         17  on. I will be voting yes for that.

         18                 I'd also like to speak to the vote

         19  that we take today on the resolution regarding the

         20  repeal of the elimination of the waiver of the sales

         21  tax on clothing for items up to $110.

         22                 If you listen very closely, you can

         23  hear off to the south of this building in the

         24  Borough of Staten Island for sure a cry of joy and

         25  what you hear the merchants in that borough, very,
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          2  very happy I am sure because we being so close to

          3  New Jersey suffer a great deal from those who would

          4  rather commute to New Jersey to avoid the sales

          5  taxes that we have in the City.

          6                 You know, this is very good news, and

          7  I know they cannot wait until June 1st. It is also a

          8  great, great day for people who have low or moderate

          9  income, because they will be having significant

         10  savings when they buy clothes for their children,

         11  their families and themselves. And, so, what we do

         12  here today I think is a great step in the direction

         13  of reducing these taxes, and I think that it's a day

         14  for us to be happy and to be proud of the actions

         15  that we're taking, and it's with that pride that I

         16  gladly vote yes on all items.

         17                 Thank you.

         18                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Thank you

         19  very much. Proceed.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Moskowitz.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER MOSKOWITZ: Aye.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Nelson.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Aye.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Perkins.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Aye on all.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Provenzano.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: Aye on

          4  all.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Quinn.

          6                 (No response.)

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reed.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: Aye on all.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reyna.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: Aye on all.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Seabrook.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Aye.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sears.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Permission to

         15  explain my vote, please?

         16                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Of course.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Thank you.

         18                 I should be very quick. I serve on

         19  the State and Federal Legislation, and I have to

         20  commend our Chair, Councilman Rivera, because this

         21  Committee went through everything it had to do to

         22  reviewing and reviewing what Land Use did, and I

         23  would just like to remind everyone that when it went

         24  through its first Land Use, in going with the rules

         25  of that ULURP process, the community boards were
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          2  involved, and they also had to have public hearings

          3  and that process took place and a ULURP process is

          4  once.

          5                 I've spoken with Councilman Koppell

          6  and he is to be commended for going forth and truly

          7  fighting for what was necessary, however this

          8  project is a Citywide project and I'd like to think

          9  that the reason I'm drinking good water is because

         10  20 and 30 years ago people made certain that

         11  generations to come did that.

         12                 I vote aye on all. Thank you.

         13                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Thank you

         14  very much.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Serrano.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER SERRANO: Aye.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Stewart.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: For the

         19  greater good of the City of New York, I vote aye on

         20  619 and all others. Thank you.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vann.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Speaker Pro-Tem,

         23  can I explain my vote?

         24                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Yes.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN:  Recently there
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          2  was a similar issue in a Brooklyn district, and it

          3  was a Citywide project and the Council made a strong

          4  argument, and I tend to support the principle of

          5  what is in the best interests of a members district,

          6  a member representing the constituency of those

          7  neighborhoods, unless there's a very high arching

          8  overriding imperative, I would tend to support that

          9  member and his or her opinion of what should happen,

         10  and I will not deviate from that now,

         11  notwithstanding the respect for the Speaker, the

         12  Speaker staff and all that has been involved.

         13                 So, therefore, I vote aye on all,

         14  except on preconsidered M 619, I vote no, to be

         15  consistent.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Weprin.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Aye.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Yassky.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Aye on all.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Brewer.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: May I please

         22  be excused to explain my vote? I am going to vote

         23  aye on all, and abstain on M 619, for the following

         24  reason: I think on balance the project includes jobs

         25  for New Yorkers, opportunity for economic
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          2  development in the Bronx, and I think that

          3  particularly given the Parks Commissioner and the

          4  Commissioner of the Department of Environmental

          5  Protection, there are people who have always, in my

          6  30 years of knowing each one of them, have always

          7  kept their word and that the $200 million will go

          8  back to the park.

          9                 I was around when the sewerage

         10  treatment plant was built on 135th Street. There we

         11  had to struggle to get a park. But I think in this

         12  instance we've learned a lot and the park will go

         13  back.

         14                 However, I do have a lot of concern

         15  in the way in which the process evolved, despite the

         16  tremendous efforts of this City Council, and I guess

         17  this in my gut, which is what you have to follow in

         18  the end, I feel that there could have been an

         19  up-front discussion, having been many CEQRs and

         20  EISs, this is the first Supplemental EIS I've ever

         21  heard of, but having been through all the other

         22  kinds of discussions, I would have liked to have

         23  everything laid out in advance, would have made a

         24  huge difference in the past, as something like the

         25  sewerage treatment plant.
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          2                 So, I have listened carefully today

          3  and have every reason to believe that the parties

          4  and the stakeholders will follow what has been laid

          5  before us.

          6                 I am going to abstain, just because I

          7  would have liked to see a slightly different

          8  process.

          9                 Thank you very much.

         10                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Thank you.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gallagher.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: May I be

         13  temporarily excused to explain my vote?

         14                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Yes.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: I will be

         16  voting no on SLR 63 and aye on all coupled general

         17  orders, and I'd just like to send a little message

         18  out to my Minority Leader James Oddo, I know that

         19  you would have been able to handle the privileges of

         20  the Chair. You know, I am sorry that there are some

         21  members of this body that are so petty, and like it

         22  or not, Council Member Lopez, the rules of Council

         23  establish Minority Leader as an officer of this

         24  Council. To the Speaker, what a great gesture by you

         25  in a show of bipartisanship. You really are a great

                                                            80

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  leader for this City Council, but I'm sorry it was

          3  ruined by narrow-mindedness.

          4                 And on a separate note, I would have

          5  expected that some of my colleagues, especially

          6  those who are members of the Fresh Democracy

          7  Council, who talked about more openness in this body

          8  --

          9                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE: Out of order.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: -- To stand

         11  up today and to let their colleagues know how they

         12  were disappointed in what we saw earlier today.

         13  Thank you.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gerson.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: President

         16  Pro-Tem, may I be excused to explain my vote?

         17                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Yes.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: In fact, there

         19  remains a significant qualitative difference between

         20  the water supplies of the water of the Croton system

         21  and the Catskill system, and because I cannot list

         22  the delay to the assurance of top quality water for

         23  both systems, including the Croton system which does

         24  serve a significant part of my district, I will vote

         25  yes on all, including preconsidered M 619.
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          2                 However, I want to make it clear that

          3  Council Member Koppell is 100 percent correct when

          4  he points out that there needs to be greater

          5  community input, that there needs to be a greater

          6  community protection in the area surrounding this

          7  proposed construction site, in the Mosholu part of

          8  Van Cortlandt Park, of which I am extremely

          9  familiar. There needs not to be, or there cannot be

         10  a precedent set for park alienation and there needs

         11  to be assurance that if this does go forward, that

         12  in addition to the adequate protections, there be

         13  more than adequate restoration of park land,

         14  including the turning over of the reservoir to full

         15  park use.

         16                 I vote yes on this resolution, only

         17  with the commitment and with the understanding that

         18  I will continue to stand by Council Member Koppell,

         19  and with that community is one City United,

         20  utilizing this Council's oversight responsibilities

         21  and authorities and utilizing our opportunity to

         22  cast a vote on the MOU before final construction

         23  begins to assure that there has been before

         24  construction begins, I emphasize again adequate

         25  protection for that community and adequate assurance
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          2  against undue and unfounded alieanation of park

          3  land. I'm confident that this Council will stand

          4  with Oliver Koppell and with the community in making

          5  those assurances real, and I will certainly expend

          6  all of my effort and energies to join with that

          7  community in so doing.

          8                 Thank you very much. I vote yes on

          9  all.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lanza.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER LANZA: I vote no on

         12  SLR 63, and aye on the rest.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Oddo.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: May I be

         15  temporarily excused to explain my vote?

         16                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Yes.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: I vote yes on

         18  all items, with the exception of SLR 60, 63 and 81,

         19  and I abstain with respect to the sales tax

         20  resolution, we are grateful for the two weeks, but I

         21  think the more important aspect of this resolution

         22  is that it ensures that sales tax on clothing under

         23  $110 will be completely eliminated by '05.

         24                 Let me just commend our colleague

         25  Eric Gioia for the wonderful job he did in
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          2  substituting for Majority Leader Joel Rivera.

          3                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Out of order.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: I couldn't have

          5  done it better myself.

          6                 And one last comment on the gavel

          7  gate controversy, and I'll recite the words of the

          8  great political scientist Elvis Costello, "what's so

          9  funny about peace, love and understanding?"

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Rivera.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA:  I vote aye on

         12  all.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Speaker Mr. Miller.

         14                 SPEAKER MILLER:  Aye.

         15                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Thank you

         16  very much.

         17                 All items on today's General Order

         18  Calendar were adopted by a vote of 50 in the

         19  affirmative, zero in the negative, and zero

         20  abstentions, with the exception of preconsidered

         21  619, which was adopted with a vote of 44 in the

         22  affirmative, four in the negative and two

         23  abstentions, and Resolution 938, which was adopted

         24  49 in the affirmative and one in the negative and

         25  zero abstentions, and SLR 63, which was adopted with
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          2  47 in the affirmative, three in the negative, and no

          3  abstentions, and SLR 60 and 61 which was adopted by

          4  49 in the affirmative, one in the negative and zero

          5  abstentions.

          6                 Introduction and Reading of the

          7  Bills.

          8                 SPEAKER MILLER: All items are

          9  referred to the committees as indicated on the

         10  agenda.

         11                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Discussions

         12  on Resolutions.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: None.

         14                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Resolutions.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: None.

         16                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: General

         17  Discussion.

         18                 Speaker Miller.

         19                 SPEAKER MILLER: I just wanted to say

         20  that as part of the General Order Calendar today

         21  there was a resolution that was passed, I had

         22  thought that it would be on the resolution portion

         23  of the calendar but I'm pleased that it's on the

         24  calendar at all, and that is a resolution that I

         25  sponsored with Council Member Margarita Lopez
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          2  regarding the Section 8 housing voucher choice

          3  program.

          4                 It is the stated intention of

          5  President Bush to replace Section 8 housing vouchers

          6  with a block grant. This proposal is a terrible

          7  proposal for the City of New York and for working

          8  poor people everywhere.

          9                 Section 8 vouchers are one of the

         10  most successful affordable housing efforts that has

         11  ever been undertaken in this country, 84,000

         12  families depend upon them, and to give this money in

         13  a block grant to the Governor who will use it as

         14  another opportunity, I'm sure, to take dollars out

         15  of the City of New York and send it somewhere else,

         16  make sure that we don't reach inflation in terms of

         17  the actual cost of increase of housing and to turn

         18  the state into a middle man who will then take a cut

         19  out of this Section 8 proposal is a disaster.

         20                 I'm very pleased that the Bloomberg

         21  Administration, NYCHA and Chairman Hernandez have

         22  opposed this strenuously and we want to join in that

         23  and hope that Congress will listen to our pleas to

         24  preserve this outstanding program and to oppose

         25  efforts to gut it through turning it into a block
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          2  grant program.

          3                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: This meeting

          4  is recessed.

          5                 (Hearing recessed at 5:10 p.m.)
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