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          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: The Recessed

          3  Meeting of June 2003, to be held today on June 27th,

          4  of 2003.

          5                 Roll call.

          6                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Addabbo.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Here.

          8                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Avella.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Here.

         10                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Baez.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ: Here.

         12                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Barron.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Here.

         14                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Boyland.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: Here.

         16                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Brewer.

         17                 (No response.)

         18                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Clarke.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Here.

         20                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Comrie.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Here.

         22                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Davis.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER DAVIS: Here.

         24                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: DeBlasio.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEBLASIO: Here.
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          2                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Dilan.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER MALAVE-DILAN: Here.

          4                 CITY CLERK CHERRY: Espada.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER ESPADA: Here.

          6                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Felder.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Here.

          8                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Fidler.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Here.

         10                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Foster.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Present.

         12                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gallagher.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Here.

         14                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gennaro.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Here.

         16                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gerson.

         17                 (No response.)

         18                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gioia.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: Here.

         20                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gonzalez.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER GONZALEZ: Here.

         22                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Jackson.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Here.

         24                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Jennings.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER JENNINGS: Here.
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          2                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Katz.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Here.

          4                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Koppell.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Here.

          6                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Lanza.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER LANZA: Here.

          8                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Liu.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Here.

         10                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Lopez.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: Here.

         12                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Martinez.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Here.

         14                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: McMahon.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Here.

         16                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Monserrate.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Here.

         18                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Moskowitz.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER MOSKOWITZ: Here.

         20                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Nelson.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Here.

         22                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Perkins.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Here.

         24                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Provenzano.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: Here.

                                                            7

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Quinn.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: Here.

          4                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Recchia.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Here.

          6                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Reed.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: Here.

          8                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Reyna.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: Here.

         10                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gonzales.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER GONZALES: Here.

         12                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Sanders.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Here.

         14                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Seabrook.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Here.

         16                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Sears.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Here.

         18                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Serrano.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER SERRANO: Here.

         20                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Stewart.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Yes.

         22                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Vallone.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Here.

         24                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Vann.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Here.
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          2                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Weprin.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Here.

          4                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Yassky.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Here.

          6                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Oddo.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Here.

          8                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Rivera.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: Here.

         10                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Speaker Miller.

         11                 SPEAKER MILLER: Here.

         12                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: A quorum is

         13  present.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Madam Public

         15  Advocate, I would like to be marked present.

         16                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         17  Member Gerson is present. Thank you.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Council Member

         19  Brewer as wells.

         20                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         21  Member Brewer, did you hear that?

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: I'm her

         23  sidekick.

         24                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: A quorum is

         25  present.
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          2                 Adoption of the Minutes.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: None.

          4                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Messages and

          5  papers from the Mayor.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Preconsidered M

          7  668.

          8                 SPEAKER MILLER: Finance.

          9                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM:

         10  Communication from City, County and Borough Offices.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Preconsidered M

         12  669.

         13                 SPEAKER MILLER: Finance.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: 670.

         15                 SPEAKER MILLER: Finance.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Petitions and

         17  communications.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: None.

         19                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Land Use

         20  Call-Ups.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: None.

         22                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM:

         23  Communication from the Speaker.

         24                 SPEAKER MILLER: My colleagues, I'll

         25  be brief.
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          2                 Let me just first for my colleagues

          3  remind them as a point of order, when we announce

          4  that we're present at a quorum, that quorum is not,

          5  no one actually ultimately ever takes a record of

          6  who is present and who is not present based on the

          7  quorum call. The roll call is for the purpose of

          8  establishing whether a quorum exists.

          9                 Once the quorum exists, the piece of

         10  paper to determine whether or not there is a quorum

         11  then goes away. It's just for the purpose of

         12  establishing that there is a quorum.

         13                 So, if you don't say that you're

         14  present for the quorum, the question of whether or

         15  not you're present is relative to whether or not you

         16  vote on all of the things that are here for the

         17  actual votes.

         18                 But roll call is just for

         19  establishing there is a quorum.

         20                 Would you like me to do it again?

         21                 So, let me be brief. My colleagues,

         22  it's been a long year and a half for this City

         23  Council and for this City. We have faced

         24  unprecedented fiscal challenges, we have had

         25  unprecedented tests of our leadership ability, and
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          2  this Council has met the test each and every time.

          3                 Today we will take another step on

          4  the road to recovery for this City, a major, major

          5  step. We will have balanced what was a seven and a

          6  half billion dollar gap in a way that reflects

          7  people's ability to pay, as well as services that

          8  people depend upon. It has not been done without

          9  pain, it has not been done without difficulty. It is

         10  not done without sacrifice. But all of those are

         11  necessary to set this City on the road to recovery,

         12  and today we find ourselves much closer than we were

         13  a year or two years ago.

         14                 Today we enact a budget, having

         15  listened to the public, having listened to the

         16  concerns of millions about services that they depend

         17  upon, and how a budget that puts us closer to

         18  realizing the dreams of all New Yorkers, a dream of

         19  a better future for themselves and for their

         20  families, a budget that puts this City's government

         21  on their side, as an agent for improving education,

         22  creating opportunities, and making retirement

         23  possible in this City, a budget that does all of

         24  that, in the worst fiscal times in our City's

         25  history.
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          2                 Each and every one of us, each and

          3  every one of us has shown tremendous leadership, and

          4  I want to compliment all of my colleagues, all of my

          5  colleagues, for stepping up to the plate, for coming

          6  to this process, for working with each other, for

          7  listening to each other, and for ultimately standing

          8  together.

          9                 I'm very, very proud to serve with

         10  all of you, and I thank you for your friendship, for

         11  your support and for your service to this City.

         12                 I'd like to yield just for a moment

         13  to the Chair of the Finance Committee to say a few

         14  words as well.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Thank you, Mr.

         16  Speaker. Fellow colleagues, today is historic. We,

         17  the formerly new kids on the block under Speaker

         18  Miller, are no longer neophytes. We have passed the

         19  test and emerged as responsible and effective

         20  members of the City Council. We are about to pass

         21  our second budget under Speaker Miller, although it

         22  feels like ten.

         23                 These past few months have been

         24  arduous. We struggled with providing the people of

         25  New York City with a workable budget, couple this
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          2  with funding requests from constituent groups, as

          3  well as countless Citywide organizations, attempting

          4  to better the lives of our citizens, and we were

          5  confronted with what appeared to be a daunting

          6  situation.

          7                 Yet, despite these multiple

          8  challenges, we have succeeded. We have produced a

          9  comprehensive, responsible and balanced budget for

         10  the people of the City of New York.

         11                 When we leave here some time today,

         12  we must also realize it is our responsibility to

         13  make this budget work, and in doing so, ensure the

         14  effectiveness of our municipal service system.

         15                 We have worked mightily to have our

         16  school system given the opportunity to once again

         17  service all the students of our City, by providing

         18  them with an education that will prepare them and

         19  make them competitive members of the City workforce.

         20                 We have done many other things, and

         21  we have provided services in areas throughout the

         22  City. Not every step taken in this process was a

         23  victory. There still remain issues that we will

         24  visit again in the future. But under the

         25  circumstances, given the fiscal crisis, I think this
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          2  budget is significantly improved over the Mayor's

          3  Preliminary Budget.

          4                 I want to take a brief moment to both

          5  thank and congratulate Speaker Miller for providing

          6  the leadership and insight in this difficult

          7  process.

          8                 In addition, I want to extend our

          9  deep appreciation to Larian Angelo, Director of the

         10  Finance Unit, and her tireless and highly

         11  professional staff, and I'm not going to mention

         12  anybody's name because I might leave somebody out,

         13  but believe me, these past few months, past few days

         14  in particular, have been sleepless nights and the

         15  Finance staff has really worked tirelessly

         16  throughout and I really think they deserve each and

         17  every member's commendation.

         18                 The herculean and effective efforts

         19  that they provided, provided the guidance and nuts

         20  and bolts information which enabled us to develop

         21  this budget.

         22                 Thank you.

         23                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Discussion

         24  of General Orders.

         25                 Council Member Seabrook.

                                                            15

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Thank you,

          3  Madam Public Advocate.

          4                 If I could just interrupt the

          5  proceedings to introduce a member of the State

          6  Senate from Illinois who is visiting us here today,

          7  Senator Donnie Trotta, from the State of Illinois,

          8  is here. And if you would give him a warm and

          9  cordial welcome from the City Council, he's standing

         10  beside me. Senator Trotta from the State of Illinois

         11  is here.

         12                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         13  Member Barron.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Thank you,

         15  Madam Public Advocate.

         16                 I just want to commend and

         17  congratulate the City Council for coming to the

         18  rescue once again, to rescue the City from a

         19  doomsday budget to a budget now that restores some

         20  of the vital services. But as we go forth, I want to

         21  caution us to not be overly celebrating today,

         22  because we still have an issue that we have to deal

         23  with strongly, and that is the issue of the

         24  school-aged workers and the paraprofessionals, who

         25  will not be celebrating today, and the five
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          2  firehouses that remain closed that will not be

          3  celebrating today. I say that we should take on

          4  those tasks to make them a part of this restoration,

          5  and we have to look in the future, make sure that we

          6  have a much closer relationship with the Mayor so

          7  that we can get all the things we need from the

          8  State.

          9                 So, I want to congratulate the Fresh

         10  Democracy Council, the 38 young, new, fresh Council

         11  members who came in and decided that we was going to

         12  make this thing work, it didn't fall apart, it got

         13  better.

         14                 And I want to congratulate the Black,

         15  Latino and Asian Caucus for their participation in

         16  this budget process that saved a lot of programs in

         17  communities of color that are in great need.

         18                 So, once again, job well done for the

         19  City Council. We came to the rescue once again. No

         20  one is going to ever be able to take the credit for

         21  what we have done to restore vital services to our

         22  City.

         23                 Thank you very much, Madam Public

         24  Advocate.

         25                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you
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          2  very much, Council Member.

          3                 Council Member DeBlasio.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER DeBLASIO: Thank you,

          5  Madam Advocate.

          6                 First of all, I want to commend the

          7  Speaker and Chair Weprin, Forest Taylor, Larian

          8  Angelo, the entire staff, for all their tremendous

          9  efforts, to make sure this budget came together on a

         10  timely basis.

         11                 The bottom line today is this budget

         12  restores so many fundamental basic services, we

         13  should all be very proud of it, particularly in

         14  areas such as libraries and Sanitation and Parks.

         15  There are so many positive stories here of what was

         16  saved that will fundamentally affect our

         17  neighborhood, and that's the good news.

         18                 The bad news is, despite this

         19  Council's continued efforts to ensure our firehouses

         20  would reopen, we had a shoulder turned to us

         21  regularly by the Administration.

         22                 I want to emphasize that Council

         23  consistently was willing and ready to ensure that

         24  funding would be there to reopen those firehouses.

         25                 We have consistently provided
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          2  alternative ways to save money in the firehouses and

          3  not in any way harm direct service to the people,

          4  direct protection of our neighborhoods, I find it

          5  very unfortunate that the Mayor chose not to heed

          6  our offers and didn't take this opportunity to

          7  immediately reopen the firehouses.

          8                 I also hope that before the new

          9  school year begins, the Mayor will reconsider his

         10  stance on some of the people that provide direct

         11  service to our children, the school aides, the

         12  paraprofessionals, the folks who every day make

         13  education work in New York City, we're all supposed

         14  to be committed to education first and foremost, we

         15  have to protect the individuals who directly serve

         16  our children and make our educational system work.

         17                 Once again, the Council stood firm on

         18  that issue, the Mayor chose to take another path.

         19  But the bottom line is, this is a good budget that

         20  protects services for our neighborhoods, and I'm

         21  proud to vote for it.

         22                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Please be

         23  quiet when our colleagues are talking.

         24                 Thank you.

         25                 Council Member Fidler.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Thank you,

          3  Madam Public Advocate. I, too, want to extend my

          4  thanks to the Speaker and the Finance staff. I'd

          5  like to say a few words as the Chairperson of the

          6  Brooklyn Delegation of this Council about this

          7  budget.

          8                 Certainly, the fact that this budget

          9  keeps our libraries open, keeps the Prospect Park

         10  Zoo open, allows our garbage to be picked up twice a

         11  week and treats us fairly when it comes to

         12  recycling, those are all good things. But I want to

         13  talk about what we're moving forward on as well.

         14                 In economic development, we've saved

         15  the BAM LDC. We're going to have the first Caribbean

         16  American Trade Center in the City in the State of

         17  New York.

         18                 We're moving forward on the SUNY

         19  biotech incubator. We've preserved our cultural

         20  institutions. We're finally going to see the

         21  completion of the Brooklyn's Children's Museum and

         22  the construction of the Brooklyn Jewish Children's

         23  Museum.

         24                 Our colleges, Kingsborough, Medgar

         25  Evers and Brooklyn College, are all going to see
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          2  improvements. Our parks, the Picnic House at

          3  Prospect Park, the Dutch historic houses in this

          4  City, Weeksville, and, of course, our great

          5  aquariums are all going to do well an get capital

          6  improvements.

          7                 Our hospitals, our emergency rooms at

          8  Wyckoff Hospital and at Kingsbrook are going to be

          9  renovated and expanded. Our Cancer Center at

         10  Maimonides Hospital is going to be funded, and there

         11  will be improvements at Brookdale and Beth Israel as

         12  well.

         13                 Brooklyn has a lot to be thankful

         14  for, and I want to thank our Speaker, and I want to

         15  thank the Brooklyn Delegation to the Council, I want

         16  to thank the Finance staff and I want to thank all

         17  of our colleagues for working together to make sure

         18  that this is a five borough budget. Thank you very

         19  much.

         20                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         21  Member Rivera.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: Thank you,

         23  Madam Public Advocate.

         24                 To my colleagues in the City Council.

         25  This has been a trying year for many of us as we
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          2  have seen battles and obstacles come before us in

          3  the past couple of months and in the past year.

          4  Today we are approving a budget that is fiscally

          5  responsible, yet at the same time we are able to

          6  save vital programs for our seniors, for our

          7  children and for every day residents. We were able

          8  to save weekend meals for our seniors. We are able

          9  to provide an opportunity for thousands of New

         10  Yorkers seeking a good quality higher education to

         11  move onto the CUNY system by implementing $5.5

         12  million in scholarship programs for our children

         13  here in the City of New York.

         14                 We are able to keep our libraries

         15  open five days per week in the City of New York that

         16  depends heavily on these libraries for our lower and

         17  middle-income communities to go and read their books

         18  and do their studying.

         19                 We are able to save our cultural

         20  institutions from closures, we are able to beautify

         21  our parks. We are able to keep our streets clean.

         22  And at the same time we are able to prevent the

         23  closures of 2,300 day care slots, which means that

         24  the hardworking mothers and fathers of our

         25  communities will be able to send their children to
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          2  day care.

          3                 We are ensuring that 136,000 youth

          4  within our borough and our City have good quality

          5  after school programs so that they can get some

          6  education after they leave school.

          7                 We are preventing the closure of 11

          8  child health care clinics in our City, and we are

          9  also reimplementing our infant mortality reduction

         10  programs. This is a great day for the City of New

         11  York. This is a great day for all of us.

         12                 We are passing a budget that is

         13  smaller than the Executive Plan. The Executive Plan

         14  was 44.5 billion, the budget we are passing today is

         15  43.7. But at the same time, we are passing a plan

         16  that helps to protect our vital services.

         17                 I think this is a great day because

         18  we get to show the City of New York that we're able

         19  to come to a salvation. Thank you.

         20                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

         21  Council member.

         22                 Please, you all, do try to listen to

         23  your colleagues, because the din in this room, I

         24  know we're all excited and very happy, but please

         25  listen to your colleagues. Thank you.
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          2                 Council Member McMahon.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Thank you,

          4  Madam Public Advocate. I want to thank the Academy

          5  -- oh, that's the wrong speech, Domenic, give me

          6  the other one.

          7                 I want to add my voice to the voice

          8  of my colleagues to thank our Speaker, the

          9  leadership of the Council and the staff here at the

         10  Council.  The work that they do on behalf of the

         11  people of the City of New York is not always

         12  understood or appreciated, but I think we should

         13  understand and appreciate that today.

         14                 A year and a half ago, when we

         15  became, the majority of us became the stewards of

         16  the good ship known as the City of New York, that

         17  ship was in dire circumstances to be sure. We had

         18  recently been attacked and physically we were

         19  damaged, emotionally we were scarred to the extent

         20  that we will probably never recover from, yet it was

         21  our job to make that ship sail again, and, yet, that

         22  ship was foundering on the jetties of fiscal gaps

         23  and holes that the City had not seen in a

         24  generation, and we were asked to that that ship off

         25  the jetties and to get it sailing again.
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          2                 I remind my colleagues who celebrate

          3  today that the work is far from over. Maybe we

          4  pulled the ship off of the rocks and we got the sail

          5  up, but I believe we sit in an eye of a storm and we

          6  still need the winds to come to move the ship

          7  forward.

          8                 We must all commit ourselves to work

          9  together to do that. There are those who think that

         10  the task is over. There are those who think we have

         11  a surplus. We have no surplus. There are those who

         12  will say that we look for tax and spend. We do not

         13  look for tax and spend, we look to keep the ship,

         14  the City of New York afloat. The spending that we do

         15  is for a bear minimum to make sure that our City

         16  move forward for our generation and future

         17  generations, and I am pleased to be a member of the

         18  crew that is working together to keep that ship

         19  floating. And I also want to thank my republican

         20  colleagues in response to a statement that was in

         21  the press today about having your cake and eating it

         22  too. They were kind enough to give me a piece of

         23  cake, the problem is they didn't give me a fork. I

         24  guess you can't eat it and have it at the same time,

         25  but I thank them very much for that and I look
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          2  forward to sharing a beautiful cake with my

          3  colleagues.

          4                 Thank you.

          5                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

          6  Council Member. I guess you are from Staten Island,

          7  huh? The ship, I mean.

          8                 Council Member Davis.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER DAVIS: Madam Public

         10  Advocate, earlier it was stated that some of us are

         11  very happy. Well, not all of us are happy. I don't

         12  know if this is a day of celebration or a day of

         13  feeling like did what had to be done.

         14                 I think of paraprofessionals,

         15  hard-working individuals, unfortunately who out

         16  there have received pink slips. I think of

         17  firehouses that are closed, and I really question

         18  the Mayor as far as the commitment and have we

         19  thought about in the longrun about the safety of

         20  individuals.

         21                 So, as much as I'm grateful to the

         22  tremendous leadership that the Speaker and the

         23  members of the Council displayed, as far as their

         24  leadership when it comes to weekend meals for senior

         25  citizens and preventing senior citizen centers from
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          2  being closed, as proud as I am to be a member of the

          3  Brooklyn Delegation, and watching Chairman Fidler

          4  and Charles Barron and Yvette Clarke and Domenic

          5  Recchia and all the others who fought tireless for

          6  every program that was protected, but I don't know

          7  about happiness because I'm thinking about the

          8  paraprofessionals. I'm thinking about the others,

          9  and I want to say to them, who have received, pink

         10  slips during this tough time, we in this City

         11  Council, all of us, regardless of our parties are

         12  committee to we're not going to forget you. We're

         13  going to make sure that we continue to fight,

         14  continue to find monies in this tough time, restore

         15  monies, continue to fight for the commuter tax with

         16  the sunset provision. We're not going to give up and

         17  we're not going to forget you.

         18                 So, though I rejoice at the monies

         19  that were provided for the cultural institutions,

         20  and though I rejoice, my heart still remembers them

         21  that were left.

         22                 Thank you.

         23                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

         24  Council Member.

         25                 Council Member Dilan.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: Madam Advocate,

          3  thank you. And I've been known as one never to

          4  filibuster in this body with the amount of time that

          5  we have, so I'm going to continue with that and be

          6  brief with my statements.

          7                 I'm pleased to see under the

          8  leadership of Speaker Gifford Miller Forest Hill in

          9  the Finance Division that we were able to negotiate

         10  a fine restoration package that services many

         11  agencies throughout the City of New York.

         12                 I'm pleased to see the 1.7 million

         13  restored to senior meals. I'm pleased to see that

         14  not a single senior center will close, especially

         15  Greenwich House which the Health Chair so deeply

         16  cares about, and that will be a continuing battle

         17  and one that she has my continued support.

         18                 I'm pleased to see that this budget

         19  is kind on the items that the Brooklyn Delegation

         20  cares about, including our Borough President, but

         21  there are some down sides, and to those down sides

         22  there will be a continuing battle.

         23                 Like many of my colleagues, I, too,

         24  care about the school aides and the

         25  paraprofessionals that are going to get laid off
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          2  today, but maybe there's a ray of hope. Maybe

          3  there's a ray of hope that's provided by Council

          4  Member Jackson, and the Campaign for Fiscal Equity,

          5  who received a landmark decision yesterday.

          6                 Maybe with some of that money that

          7  Council Member Jackson and the rest of those

          8  individuals won yesterday, maybe some of that money

          9  we can buy back some of these paraprofessional and

         10  school laid positions within the very near future.

         11                 To my colleagues, as we close session

         12  today, I certainly look forward to coming back and

         13  serving with all of you during the next session. I

         14  wish all of you a good summer, and I know we'll all

         15  do very well in our reelection campaigns.

         16                 Thank you very much, Madam Advocate.

         17                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

         18  Council Member. Right on time.

         19                 Council Member Brewer.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Thank you,

         21  Madam Public Advocate.

         22                 I rise to also thank the Speaker's

         23  staff, in particular Larian Angelo, and the

         24  wonderful people who work with her.

         25                 I also want to thank the members of
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          2  the Manhattan Delegation and my co-chair, Council

          3  Member Reed, Brian Kavanaugh, who is Chief of Staff

          4  and General Counsel, who put all the packages

          5  together.

          6                 On the service restorations, the one

          7  I feel most strongly about, although they are all

          8  important, is the anti-eviction. Housing is a very

          9  important right in our City and it's challenged

         10  every single day. So, the fact that we've restored

         11  the ability to try to keep people in their homes, in

         12  this new rent environment that is so difficult for

         13  many families is important.

         14                 Of course, there are many ongoing

         15  issues mentioned by my colleagues, but I also

         16  remember that there will be additionally, not just

         17  the ones that are mentioned, some of the cultural

         18  institutions are going to face them.

         19                 I want to say that in the bigger

         20  world, which I think actually the public pays more

         21  attention to, we're always reminded that we care a

         22  lot about direct service, but the fact of the matter

         23  is, around the world there's a lot of fighting, and

         24  people are being killed, and it's a real I think

         25  testament to the Mayor's Office and to the Mayor, to
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          2  the Speaker and the Mayor, that we're able to

          3  compromise. That doesn't go on unnecessarily in the

          4  rest of the world. So, I thank my colleagues for

          5  your support and look forward to making sure these

          6  are the best possible services for all New Yorkers.

          7  Thank you very much.

          8                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          9  Member Recchia.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: First, I want

         11  to thank the Speaker and his staff for doing an

         12  outstanding job. But there was a major issue in this

         13  budget and that was tort reform. And even though

         14  many people in this City aren't happy about this

         15  issue, about tort reform and what has transpired, we

         16  got the best deal that we could get. We're going to

         17  save the City 40 to 50 million a year, the people of

         18  this City of New York are still going to have their

         19  right for their day in court, but more importantly,

         20  there was a fund created and there was additional

         21  law created, which we're going to pass shortly, and

         22  I believe that we will have to return to that in the

         23  future to see what happens and how we can correct

         24  it.

         25                 But I just want to tell the people of
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          2  the City of New York that your rights are still

          3  protected, there is clauses in there that said

          4  adjacent land-owners must have insurance, and that

          5  they are still protected.

          6                 But more importantly, I want to thank

          7  someone very special who worked very hard on this.

          8  He heard from everyone in the City complained and he

          9  listened and he worked day in and day out til the

         10  wee hours of the morning, and I think we should give

         11  a round of applause to Marcel. He's an outstanding

         12  attorney.

         13                 Marcel. Thank you.

         14                 And I just want to echo what Charles

         15  Barron said. We cannot leave the paras, the school

         16  aides, the family workers, out there. We must help

         17  them, and there must be a compromise, so we could

         18  make sure that they return in September back to

         19  their jobs. Thank you.

         20                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         21  Member Avella.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Thank you,

         23  Madam Public Advocate.

         24                 I just want to echo the concerns of

         25  my colleagues as to the wonderful things that we're
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          2  able to put back in this budget, and I certainly

          3  appreciate the work of the Speaker and Larian and

          4  all of the staff and the colleagues.

          5                 However, as has been mentioned, there

          6  are two outstanding issues, the paraprofessionals,

          7  but I wanted to speak about the other outstanding

          8  issue, and that's the firehouses. And I consider it

          9  shameful on the Mayor's part that even though the

         10  City Council offered to put back the money in the

         11  budget, he refused to accept it.

         12                 I remember back when a firehouse was

         13  closed in Richmond Hill, and there was fatality

         14  after fatality after fatality, and God forbid that

         15  we should be in this situation again, but I think

         16  it's disgraceful on the Mayor's part that he put the

         17  bottom line ahead of the public safety of this City

         18  in those communities where the firehouses are

         19  closed.

         20                 And let us not forget that we're not

         21  going to let this issue rest, and on every single

         22  occasion we are going to remind the Mayor to reopen

         23  those firehouses.

         24                 Thank you, Madam Public Advocate.

         25                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you.
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          2                 Council Member Yassky.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Thank you very

          4  much.

          5                 I look forward to voting for this

          6  budget because I believe that overall it is a fair

          7  and responsible budget, and the Speaker on our

          8  behalf did a marvelous job in getting it to us.

          9                 I do, however, though, I must point

         10  out that the failure to provide funding to reopen

         11  the firehouses, which I know was something that the

         12  Mayor made a deal breaker, I think is a serious

         13  defect in this budget, and I certainly plan to work

         14  as hard as I can to reopen those firehouses over the

         15  coming year.

         16                 Thank you for the stirring applause.

         17                 There are two other points I want to

         18  mention in this budget. One is the tort reform bill

         19  which I will vote for, but, again, it's very much my

         20  hope that we can find a better way to protect

         21  victims who are victimized by negligence and the

         22  negligent person does not have the resources to

         23  compensate the victim for his or her injuries.

         24                 I do not think this bill does enough

         25  to protect people in that situation, and it's my
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          2  hope that we'll be fixing that over the coming year.

          3                 And I also want to thank and commend

          4  the Speaker and Chairman John Liu and Chair Gennaro

          5  of the Environmental Protection Committee for the

          6  provisions in the sale of taxi medallions

          7  legislation that for the first time will require

          8  some taxis to be clean air taxis. Not all, not as

          9  many as some of us would like, but nonetheless, a

         10  terrific first step, and I believe this will be the

         11  first step toward converting the entire taxi fleet

         12  to clean air taxis and that will be a real boon to

         13  the many asthma sufferers in this City.

         14                 So, thank you very much.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Can someone

         16  explain why we have to speak twice about the same

         17  thing? Out of order.

         18                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Excuse me.

         19  You're out of order, sir.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Right.

         21                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: I mean,

         22  Council Member Fidler -- no, no, sorry -- Felder,

         23  you're out of order.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: I mean, we get

         25  a chance to speak now and then take the vote again,
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          2  it just doesn't make sense. I'm out of order.

          3                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: You're out

          4  of order. You're not on the list.

          5                 Council Member Boyland.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: And I have to

          7  follow that. Thank you.

          8                 I first want to commend the Speaker

          9  on the budget restoring child care health clinics,

         10  housing, women groups. As I passed through

         11  downstairs as the advocates commended us on the good

         12  work that we had done, we still have a few issues

         13  that we have to look over and resolve, one being the

         14  school aid issue. As an educator, you never fall out

         15  of grace with the unions and with the teachers, but

         16  you must be able to provide some kind of resources

         17  for school aides, and as we have to remember, as we

         18  move back from welfare reform, a lot of our

         19  constituents that move from welfare to workfare,

         20  moved into a school-aged position, and now we're

         21  asking that we turn our backs on them, but we do not

         22  want to turn our backs on them, but to continue to

         23  fight.

         24                 I want to thank, first of all, the

         25  Finance staff, both capital and finance, because
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          2  they've been excellent in hearing the messages and

          3  the words that we have sent to them in terms of our

          4  constituent needs; our Council central staff, for

          5  taking all of the calls that they have done so. My

          6  Women's Issues staff are doing a magnificent job

          7  this year of bringing to light issues that really

          8  wake up and make people pay attention to what women

          9  in New York City are saying, as well as the

         10  advocates and my Brooklyn staff, Antonia, Alexis and

         11  all of those that worked very well to make this

         12  budget a success.

         13                 Again, to the Speaker, I want to

         14  commend you, and to my colleagues, on a job well

         15  done, and we look forward to continue to do this

         16  next fiscal year.

         17                 Thank you.

         18                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         19  Member Clarke.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Thank you,

         21  Madam Public Advocate.

         22                 The only limit to our realization of

         23  today will be our doubts about our reality. My

         24  colleagues, I stand before you with mixed emotions,

         25  but we as duly elected members of this legislative
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          2  house are charged to do today is to expect to

          3  negotiate a budget based upon good faith and

          4  political will of our Speaker and the Mayor.

          5                 This situation can only be summed by

          6  his quote from Otto Von Bidmark. "Law is like

          7  sausages, it is better not to see them being made."

          8                 For the past several months, we as a

          9  body have listened to the will of our constituents.

         10  Some of us have traveled end to end within our

         11  respective districts, trying to express the dire

         12  fiscal situation that our City is currently in.

         13                 We have held Committee hearings, we

         14  have met with various agencies, we have analyzed

         15  this budget to no end.

         16                 With that being said, can we honestly

         17  say that the restoration package we seek to adopt

         18  today truly reflects the priorities of the citizens

         19  of this City?

         20                 Do we stand here with the stewardship

         21  charged to us ready to wield the will of the people

         22  of the City in a fair and proportionate way? Let's

         23  be clear. The citizens of this City deserve a budget

         24  package that speaks to the priorities that they hold

         25  dear. Priorities such as maintaining the quality of
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          2  life within our communities, safer and cleaner

          3  streets, economic opportunity and job security,

          4  educational opportunities for our children, and the

          5  quality health care and community social services

          6  for our constituencies.

          7                 Yes, through a protracted struggle of

          8  voiceless advocacy and shoveled diplomacy, we have

          9  preserved many of these priorities in this adopted

         10  package.

         11                 Some crucial priorities, however,

         12  were left out. I remember standing with several

         13  colleagues within this house demanding the will of

         14  the people be done, to allow that our first line of

         15  defense be put in place.

         16                 I recall visiting the detention

         17  centers of Rikers Island for the substance abuse

         18  intervention division, as well as the Bronx

         19  firehouse marshals.

         20                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Time,

         21  Council member.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Okay. It's

         23  time. You get my point. We didn't quite make it this

         24  time, but we've done the best that we can, and we

         25  will continue to fight. We've only just begun, my
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          2  colleagues. We've only just begun.

          3                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

          4  Council member.

          5                 Council Member Katz.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Thank you, Madam

          7  Public Advocate, my colleagues. I wanted to echo

          8  what most folks have said, and thank the Speaker and

          9  the Finance staff and especially Forest Taylor,

         10  Larian and Cheech, Andrew Grossman, who puts up with

         11  us from the Queens Delegation, and so many other

         12  folks. We're not an easy bunch and they manage to do

         13  very well with us. So, I want to thank them.

         14                 My colleagues, these are very

         15  difficult times, and, obviously, the City of New

         16  York is no exception, but I'm extremely proud of

         17  this City Council, and I'm proud to be a member of

         18  this legislative body. We have performed in a

         19  fiscally extremely responsible way, while not

         20  abandoning the principles for which we were all

         21  elected for. And I'm proud of that, and today I'm

         22  proud to be called a New York City Council Member,

         23  but I don't believe that our times are over, and

         24  difficult times are not over. Next year we're also

         25  going to have a difficult budget.
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          2                 But it is amazing that with a $3.8

          3  billion budget deficit, and with a budget that I

          4  believe funds vitally necessary programs in the City

          5  of New York, we managed it, and we've managed to do

          6  it without internal fighting, we've managed to do it

          7  without borough warfare. We've managed to do it to

          8  make sure that every service that we all vitally

          9  care about in the City of New York has been funded

         10  to the best of our ability. And, so, for that I want

         11  to thank you for allowing me to be part of this

         12  body. It is a good budget. It's not perfect, but I

         13  believe we did a good job. The services we care

         14  about are funded.

         15                 Thank you very much, Madam Public

         16  Advocate.

         17                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         18  Member Comrie.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Thank you,

         20  Madam Public Advocate. Today I want to commend the

         21  Speaker, the Finance staff, all of the members of

         22  the City Council, all of the people that have been

         23  involved around this City in shaping this budget. As

         24  I've traveled around my district and talked to

         25  people in my communities, they have expressed their
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          2  concerns and their desire to make sure that whatever

          3  happens we make sure that the City is still a safe

          4  place for them to work, for their children to play

          5  and for people to want to come to.

          6                 We made some difficult choices this

          7  year. We've taken steps that were unprecedented.

          8  We've made tough choices, we've looked at hard

          9  decisions, we've made decisions that were what we

         10  thought were the best for the City so that it can

         11  maintain its balance, so it can maintain its

         12  prosperity and have some ability to reconstitute

         13  itself.

         14                 We were able to put together a small

         15  surplus to run into what we know will be a deficit

         16  next year. We did that by making a very difficult

         17  decision to raise revenues in a time and in a

         18  fashion that have been unprecedented. But we knew

         19  that those revenues were necessary to protect the

         20  zoos, to protect the parks, to protect seasonal

         21  workers, to protect child care, to protect legal

         22  enforcement, to protect public advocacy, to protect

         23  those programs and services that make our City work.

         24                 We've taken some difficult decisions

         25  and we haven't won every argument, but we think
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          2  we've made this City understand that we care and

          3  we're willing to fight for whatever we feel is

          4  qualified, is necessary, and there were still

          5  arguments and issues to be done, to be aired and to

          6  be won.

          7                 But today we have come together and

          8  made some decisions and are about to adopt a fiscal

          9  budget, and we are doing so as a consensus and we

         10  are looking for the members to understand that we

         11  have to do this as a body, that you cannot enjoy

         12  some of the benefits and not take some of the pain.

         13                 There's no opportunity for people to

         14  piece this out and then call themselves a

         15  responsible legislator. There's no opportunity for

         16  people to say, well, I like X but I don't like Y.

         17  There's no opportunity for people to --

         18                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Time,

         19  Council Member.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: -- Say that I

         21  like to do some things but I can't vote on other

         22  things, and still be allowed to enjoy all of the

         23  benefits of the things that they like.

         24                 It would be easy for us to give

         25  people options, but we don't have any other options.
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          2                 I'm sorry, Madam Public Advocate, I

          3  will end at this time. Thank you.

          4                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you.

          5                 Council Member Gerson.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Thank you,

          7  Madam Public Advocate.

          8                 Today especially I am proud to serve

          9  on this City Council, proud to serve under the

         10  leadership of Gifford Miller with each of my

         11  colleagues and with the support of the outstanding

         12  central staff and Finance staff, which we benefit

         13  from, Larian Angelo, and Jim Caras, and Jeff Rotas,

         14  and Forest Taylor, Marcel Van Ooyen, Frank

         15  Tramontano and all the Finance staff, I thank them.

         16  And I thank you, Madam Public Advocate, for the

         17  attention you've given to the entire Council, but

         18  also to Lower Manhattan, during our special time of

         19  need.

         20                 But I am proud to serve on this

         21  Council because we have indeed kept faith with the

         22  priorities of our City, kept faith during a time of

         23  unprecedented financial hardship, when it would have

         24  been too easy to have forgot about and turned our

         25  backs on our seniors and our youth, and those who
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          2  are not well and those who are homeless and those

          3  who are in need. We kept our faith, but we must

          4  remember that there remains a lot of unfinished

          5  business, unfinished business on our streets because

          6  of the firehouses which remain closed, unfinished

          7  business in our classrooms, because of the school

          8  aides and the paras which will deprive many of our

          9  young people of the support and the nurture which

         10  they need and deserve for a quality education.

         11                 And we should remember the reason we

         12  have so much unfinished business, it is because in

         13  large part this Administration, elected because of

         14  claims to be creative and sound business managers.

         15  This Administration has failed to exhaust all

         16  possibilities for revenue attainment which would not

         17  harm our economy, and will not harm individuals.

         18                 The Administration has failed to look

         19  into recommendations at this Council for funds from

         20  the private sector which would have kept the fire

         21  hazards open.

         22                 We have other opportunities,

         23  opportunities for property tax reform which will

         24  create more equity and yet obtain revenue, property

         25  taxes to even out the fine structure of this City
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          2  which raises money not through petty silly means,

          3  but through better job of enhancing fine and fee

          4  collection.

          5                 And I'll conclude by pointing out,

          6  Madam Public Advocate, that the great challenge that

          7  this Council and this City face in the weeks and

          8  months ahead as we go to the next year's fiscal

          9  crisis, will be to pursue these opportunities for

         10  obtaining revenue and equitable, sound measures

         11  which do not harm the economy. They exist and we

         12  must make that a priority as we go forward. Thank

         13  you very much.

         14                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         15  Member Vann.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Yes, thank you,

         17  Madam Public Advocate.

         18                 I think we all realize that budget

         19  really reflects the priorities that we have for the

         20  people that we represent, and to that extent I think

         21  the Council has done a great job, and commend our

         22  leadership, staff, colleagues, everyone who has been

         23  involved, and I also think the advocates who I think

         24  did an excellent job camping out as it were in front

         25  of City Hall, stopping us on the street, writing
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          2  letters, it's a very important part of government

          3  that very often does not get recognized, but very

          4  critical in keeping us to the issue.

          5                 It would be a great victory except we

          6  were not able to provide for the paraprofessionals.

          7  I think that's a very costly error. We did all that

          8  we could, but there's the height of naivete' not to

          9  recognize the value that these people have in our

         10  classroom and in our schools, and there's a height

         11  of naivete to not recognize what they do, the

         12  assistant teachers, those who maintain the

         13  lunchrooms, it's a very, very important element to

         14  that educational process in our schools, I regret

         15  that we were not able to do that, so I commend my

         16  colleagues for everything else, and I know I will

         17  not give up, and I'm sure my colleagues won't

         18  either, that we're able to look after the most

         19  vulnerable and those who have the greatest

         20  possibility for the future, our children, our

         21  schools, and those who help to make that work, and a

         22  lot of that belongs to the paraprofessionals that we

         23  are going to continue to fight for.

         24                 Thank you, Madam Public Advocate.

         25                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council
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          2  Member Gentile.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: Thank you,

          4  Madam Public Advocate.

          5                 I want to add my thanks to the

          6  Speaker and his staff, and to the Finance staff, and

          7  to our Chairman of our Finance Committee, for the

          8  presentation and the job well done.

          9                 I came into this Chamber as the

         10  newest member as the process was well underway in

         11  the budget, putting together a budget for this year,

         12  and certainly I must say when I came, Mr. Speaker,

         13  you said to me that there would be some very tough

         14  decisions to make and there have been.

         15                 You said, Mr. Speaker, that there

         16  would be some very tough votes to take, and there

         17  have been. But, Mr. Speaker, you also said that at

         18  the end of the day, you will be proud of the job

         19  you've done for the City of New York, and I think we

         20  can all say that here today. It is not a perfect

         21  document, but when you have a budget gap that we had

         22  to deal with, we could not expect a perfect

         23  document. There have been areas that have been

         24  suggested that we need to work on, and certainly

         25  that's something I join my colleagues in looking on
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          2  for the future.

          3                 But I must say that this is a

          4  participatory process, a process that I'm not

          5  normally used to coming from where I came from, so I

          6  want to again thank the Speaker and my colleagues,

          7  because I am proud to say that I'm a member of this

          8  body, a body that is a deliberative participatory

          9  body, and I thank you.

         10                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

         11  Council Member.

         12                 Council Member Koppell.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Thank you,

         14  Madam Public Advocate.

         15                 First of all, let me say I think the

         16  budget is better than any of us could have expected

         17  or anticipated a few months ago, and I'm pleased

         18  that we offer these services and the projects that

         19  are included in the budget to the citizens of the

         20  City.

         21                 I want to address myself to what has

         22  been called tort reform.

         23                 First of all, the bills, the two

         24  bills that we're passing that have very little to do

         25  with tort reform, they have to do with placing
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          2  liability where liability should have been placed

          3  for a long time. Whether we had a crazy system or

          4  have a crazy system that I have introduced

          5  legislation on for 15 years, first in the State

          6  Legislature and now here, where property owners are

          7  responsible for maintaining sidewalks, but if

          8  accidents occur, it's the City that pays the

          9  judgment. It makes no sense at all for that to be

         10  the case, even though the City is the owner of the

         11  sidewalk, but if you make the property owner

         12  responsible for maintaining it, then the property

         13  owner should also be responsible if it's not

         14  properly maintained.

         15                 In fact, the current system is so

         16  engineered that there's incentive not to fix the

         17  sidewalk, or not to clear up the snow, because if

         18  you leave it alone, you cannot be sued, if you do

         19  something you can be sued because you didn't do it

         20  appropriately or well.

         21                 So, when it snows right now before

         22  these bills pass, it's better to let the snow stay

         23  rather than clean it up, because if you leave a

         24  little patch of ice, you can get sued; if you don't

         25  clean it up at all you can't be sued.
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          2                 So, the basic principle here is

          3  right, it's something I've tried to get for years. I

          4  congratulate the Mayor and this house for doing

          5  this, and the Mayor really got it through, Mayors

          6  since Koch had been trying to do it and they

          7  couldn't get it through.

          8                 But the City should remain residually

          9  liable. The City owns those sidewalks. It shouldn't

         10  be a situation where if someone is injured, they

         11  cannot get recompensed because the property owner is

         12  bankrupt, or because the property is worthless.

         13                 And while there is a bill here that

         14  gives some compensation, it's really not full

         15  compensation to the injured parties.

         16                 Unfortunately, I know this house

         17  tried to get that in the law, the Mayor refused,

         18  what we have is certainly better than nothing, and

         19  the shift of liability makes sense, and will

         20  ultimately save the City $40 million.

         21                 So, I vote for it, but I vote for it

         22  with the regret that it doesn't fully protect those

         23  who may be injured. It's a mistake, but we're moving

         24  forward, and I guess politics is the art of

         25  compromise.
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          2                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

          3  Council member.

          4                 Nobody else?

          5                 Move on to Support of Special

          6  Committees.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: None.

          8                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Reports of

          9  Standing Committees.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports of the

         11  Committee on Finance.

         12                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Mr. Speaker?

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Intro. 473.

         14                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

         15  General Order Calendar.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Intro. 474.

         17                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Intro. 496-A.

         19                 SPEAKER MILLER: Amended and coupled

         20  with a message of necessity.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Intro. 520.

         22                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled with a

         23  message of necessity.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Intro. 521.

         25                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled with a
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          2  message of necessity.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Preconsidered

          4  Reso 972.

          5                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Preconsidered

          7  Reso 973.

          8                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 412.

         10                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled to be filed.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 413.

         12                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled to be filed.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 414.

         14                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled to be field.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 415.

         16                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled to be filed.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 416.

         18                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled to be filed.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 417.

         20                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled to be filed.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 418.

         22                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled to be filed.

         23  This is like a TV commercial.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 536.

         25                 SPEAKER MILLER: I think that's with a
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          2  companion Reso, right?

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: And companion

          4  Reso 974.

          5                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

          6  General Order Calendar.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 537 and

          8  companion Reso 975 and 976.

          9                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 538 and

         11  companion Reso 977.

         12                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on general

         13  order calendar.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 539, 540,

         15  541, 542, 543, and 661.

         16                 SPEAKER MILLER: All coupled to be

         17  filed.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Preconsidered M

         19  668 and companion Reso 978.

         20                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on general

         21  order calendar.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Preconsidered M

         23  669 and companion Reso 979.

         24                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Preconsidered M
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          2  670, and companion Reso 980.

          3                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports of the

          5  Committee on General Welfare.

          6                 Intro. 500-A.

          7                 SPEAKER MILLER: Amended and coupled

          8  on the general order calendar with a message of

          9  necessity.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reso 844-A.

         11                 SPEAKER MILLER: Amended and coupled.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports of the

         13  Committee on Sanitation and Solid Waste Management.

         14                 Intro. 485-A.

         15                 SPEAKER MILLER: Amended and coupled

         16  on the General Order Calendar with a message of

         17  necessity.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER CHERRY: Reports of the

         19  Committee on Standards and Ethics.

         20                 Intro. 64-A.

         21                 SPEAKER MILLER: Amended and coupled

         22  on the general order calendar with a message of

         23  necessity.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports of the

         25  Committee on Transportation.
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          2                 Intro. 193.

          3                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Preconsidered

          5  Intro. 522.

          6                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled with a

          7  message of necessity.

          8                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: General

          9  Order Calendar.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Intro. 393-A.

         11                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Intro. 399-A.

         13                 SPEAKER MILLER: Laid over.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Intro. 410.

         15                 SPEAKER MILLER: Laid over.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reso 960.

         17                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

         18  General Order Calendar.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Resolution

         20  appointing various persons Commissioner of Deeds.

         21                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on a General

         22  Order Calendar.

         23                 At this point I'd ask the Clerk to

         24  call the roll on all items coupled on the General

         25  Order Calendar.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Addabbo.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: At this time

          4  I'm passing the first positive vote for the budget.

          5  In the yes vote I just want to congratulate the

          6  Speaker and the Finance Division. Thank you very

          7  much.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Avella.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Aye.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Baez.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ: Aye.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Barron.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Aye on all.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Boyland.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: Aye on all.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Brewer.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Aye on all.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Clarke.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Aye on all.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Comrie.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Happily, aye

         22  on all.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Davis.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER DAVIS: Aye on all.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: DeBlasio.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEBLASIO: Aye on all.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Dilan.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTIN-DILAN: Aye on

          5  all.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Espada.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER ESPADA: Aye on all.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Felder.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: May I be

         10  excused not to explain my vote? Aye.

         11                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Fidler.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Aye on all.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Foster.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Aye on all.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gallagher.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: May I be

         18  temporarily excused to explain my vote?

         19                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER:  I'll be

         21  voting no on Intro. 474, no on preconsidered Reso

         22  972, and no on preconsidered Reso 973. And I had

         23  wished that the resolution for fixing the tax rate

         24  for Fiscal Year '04 had not been coupled with the

         25  budget. If it were not, I would have voted in
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          2  opposition to that.

          3                 I vote aye on all other coupled

          4  general orders.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gennaro.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Aye.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gentile.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: Aye on all.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gerson.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Yes on all.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gioia.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: Yes on all.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gonzalez.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER GONZALEZ: Aye on all.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jackson.

         16                 (No response.)

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jennings.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER JENNINGS: Aye on all.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Katz.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Aye on all.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Koppell.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Aye on all.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lanza.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER LANZA: I vote no on

         25  Intro. 474 and preconsidered resolution 972 and 973
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          2  and aye on the rest.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Liu.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Yes on all.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lopez.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: Pass.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Martinez.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Aye on all.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: McMahon.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Aye on all.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Monserrate.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Aye on

         13  all.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Moskowitz.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER MOSKOWITZ: Madam

         16  Public Advocate, may I be temporarily excused to

         17  explain my vote?

         18                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER MOSKOWITZ: Thank you.

         20                 I am going to vote aye on all, but I

         21  did want to make sure that my colleagues, I want to

         22  call their attention to whether 975 we are for the

         23  first time voting essentially to approve the

         24  amendment to the Department of Education's capital

         25  plan. And while I know that our Speaker fought as
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          2  hard as he could to not have our children

          3  shortchanged in terms of the capital plan, this is a

          4  capital plan that has been reduced year after year

          5  for the last several years, and while I am heartened

          6  by the Campaign for Fiscal Equities' lawsuit, the

          7  facilities that we are providing to our children are

          8  woefully inadequate.

          9                 Queens most dramatically is affected

         10  by the overcrowding, that even in my Borough of

         11  Manhattan, District 6, is terribly affected by the

         12  overcrowding, and it's not simply overcrowding, it's

         13  the fact that our kids don't have gyms and art rooms

         14  and science labs and computer labs, and we have a

         15  responsibility to fix the Education's capital plan

         16  and I look forward to working with my colleagues and

         17  the Speaker on doing business differently in the

         18  City of New York and ensuring that our children have

         19  the facilities that they need to learn. The

         20  facilities problem is perhaps less compelling to the

         21  average New Yorker, and when we think about

         22  education, we tend to think of science programs.

         23                 But without the science labs, our

         24  kids cannot be expected to fully comprehend science.

         25                 So, I appreciate your indulgence, but
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          2  I do want to ask my colleagues to join me as we go

          3  forward correcting a terrible moral wrong in terms

          4  of the facilities our children were educated in.

          5                 I vote aye again, thank you very

          6  much.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Perkins.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: I'm going to

          9  pass.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Provenzano.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: Aye on

         12  all.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Quinn.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: If I could be

         15  excused to explain my vote?

         16                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: Before voting

         18  aye, I want to thank a number of the staff who were

         19  particularly helpful to the Health Committee and the

         20  issues we sought to restore there and to issues of

         21  my district, so I'm going to read a little of my

         22  list.

         23                 I want to particularly thank for all

         24  their hard work, Larian Angelo, Cheech, Peter Bruno,

         25  Staci Emanuel, Christina Cassano, Michael Polenberg
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          2  and Louisa Sanchez, who worked with the Health

          3  Committee. Jeff Lotus, Jonathan Rosenberg, David

          4  Pechefsky, all the revenue folks, Jim Caras, Forest

          5  Taylor, and in Manhattan I want to give a special

          6  thank you to Gale Brewer and Phil Reed who are the

          7  chairs of our delegation who do an amazing job. And

          8  Brian Kavanaugh, the Chief of Staff to Gale Brewer,

          9  who does an unbelievable amount of work on behalf of

         10  the Manhattan Delegation.

         11                 Lastly, I just want to thank all of

         12  my colleagues for their unbelievable support in

         13  getting the restorations made to the Department of

         14  Health and Mental Hygiene and the Health and

         15  Hospitals Corporation, not one Child Health Clinic

         16  will close in the City of New York. Every uninsured

         17  child who doesn't have the ability to go to a

         18  private doctor will have the ability to go to the

         19  health clinic in their neighborhood.

         20                 We should be very proud of that. I

         21  thank everyone for their incredibly hard work on

         22  that, and I vote aye on all.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Recchia.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Aye on all.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reed.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: May I be excused

          3  to explain my vote?

          4                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: So ordered.

          6                 Thank you. I just want to say that I,

          7  too, appreciate the work of the staff, but also of

          8  my colleagues.

          9                 We have as a body taken our work, as

         10  we do every year, every seriously, and worked very

         11  hard to try to understand this.

         12                 Some people in the public often times

         13  think that we're not really paying attention to the

         14  people's business, but I witnessed over six years

         15  that a lot of motion goes into this, and brainpower.

         16                 I also want to thank the Speaker,

         17  because the process here in the City Council, this

         18  legislative body, is a transparent and democratic

         19  one, and no one can say that they didn't know what

         20  was going on in the process, unlike some

         21  institutions. If you're here, if you're paying

         22  attention, you'll understand what it is, and that is

         23  what democracy is all about.

         24                 Lastly, I would just like to say to

         25  my colleague, Charles Barron, that we're all happy
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          2  to have the 38 of you in the fresh democracy

          3  council, but the old souls that were here and still

          4  left over, I think had some hand in it, Charles.

          5  With all of that, I vote aye. Thank you.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reyna.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: Permission to

          8  explain my vote?

          9                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: Thank you.

         11                 I just wanted to take this

         12  opportunity to thank our Speaker, our Finance staff,

         13  our colleagues, for a wonderful job in working

         14  together to fulfill our obligations as members of

         15  this City Council.

         16                 I know that this is a stepping stone

         17  in the right direction and we have a long road ahead

         18  of us, but together when we come back, hopefully,

         19  next January. We look forward to another adventure,

         20  and this is, of course, after our successful

         21  election.

         22                 I would like to just make mention

         23  that this was not an easy fight, and we hope that

         24  our fire engine companies are still going to keep

         25  hope alive, because are going to continue this
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          2  struggle, and our day care counsels to continue

          3  working with us to make sure that we protect the

          4  services of our young people. Thank you.

          5                 I vote aye.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Seabrook.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Aye.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sears.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Permission to

         10  explain my vote, please?

         11                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: There is much

         13  work that has been done, and before I just say a

         14  short word about that, there are many people that we

         15  have to thank, and I would be remiss if I didn't do

         16  that, because for this Council, for my Committee and

         17  for myself they have been extremely helpful.

         18                 You first have to thank the Speaker

         19  because he has made the task of our budget not

         20  easier, but he has certainly made it the best that

         21  we could possibly do and I thank him. And I thank

         22  Forest Taylor for the work that he has done with us

         23  and for us and Tom McMahon. I thank Larian Angelo,

         24  because she keeps our sanity. She may lose hers but

         25  she keeps ours.
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          2                 Frank Tramontano, Andy Grossman and

          3  staff, Chima and Michelle. Jeff, Rose and Angela and

          4  Josh. Gary Altman, who always keeps us in a way that

          5  gets him more frienzied. Paul Scimone, and I

          6  certainly thank Jim Caras, because he has done a

          7  great deal with the Finance Committee of which I

          8  serve on.

          9                 This is the second budget that I am

         10  voting on, that all of us are voting on, and

         11  although it is certainly not everything we have in

         12  it, but I can say it is a great feeling to be able

         13  to vote on a budget that has something for everybody

         14  at a time when the fiscal constraints are just the

         15  worst in this history of the City of New York.

         16                 It is wonderful to work with

         17  everyone, it really is, and I want to thank my

         18  Committee for Standards and Ethics. We voted on 64-A

         19  today, and I draw your attention to a bill that has

         20  been long overdue, and I thank the Committee

         21  personally for all the work and for Sephora Lefrak,

         22  Counsel of that Committee. And with that, I thank

         23  everybody and look forward to working another year

         24  with all of you.

         25                 Thank you.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Stewart.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: May I be

          4  excused to explain my vote.

          5                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: First of all,

          7  I would like to thank the Speaker and his staff for

          8  being so understanding and doing such a great job

          9  with the Finance Committee.

         10                 I also want to thank my leader from

         11  Brooklyn, the leader of the Brooklyn Delegation for

         12  having all of us participate in the process and

         13  having our say and doing a great job.

         14                 With saying that, I vote aye on all.

         15  Thank you.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Serrano.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER SERRANO: Aye.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vallone.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Aye on all.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vann.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Aye on all.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Weprin.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Aye.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Yassky.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Request
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          2  permission to explain my vote?

          3                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Thank you. I

          5  will vote aye on all coupled bills.

          6                 With respect to the tort reform bill,

          7  there is one provision that I would hope to see

          8  change in the future and that has to do with the,

          9  there is an exemption in the bill for one-, two-,

         10  and three-family homes as you know, I believe that

         11  should also apply to small co-op and condo

         12  buildings, ten units or under. I believe that we're

         13  putting an additional liability on those smaller

         14  buildings is not the right way to go and I will be

         15  introducing legislation to exempt them from this,

         16  and I hope we can work on that in the future, but I

         17  will be voting for that bill, and I also would like

         18  to thank Lou Fidler, our delegation chair, for all

         19  the work that went into the long and arduous

         20  delegation process. Thank you, Chair Fidler.

         21                 And also, for their very hard work

         22  the Speaker's Chief of Staff, Forest Taylor, and

         23  Deputy Chief Staff, Marcel Van Ooyen for his work on

         24  the taxis bill and the tort reform bill. I vote aye

         25  on all.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lopez.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: Permission to

          4  explain my vote.

          5                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: Before I say

          7  anything, I just want to make clear that today's the

          8  first time that in this Chambers I am allowed to

          9  vote in any item as a full bona fide citizen of this

         10  country, because the Supreme Court had decided that

         11  I am entitled.

         12                 The same I have to say for all the

         13  gay, lesbian, transgendered and bisexual people of

         14  our nation. Saying that, this budget process has

         15  been a magnificent budget process, in which the

         16  Governor of the State abandoned the City of New

         17  York, in which the Governor of the State, George

         18  Pataki, decided that was an easy way to go of our

         19  budget, and he was to cut the budget, closing

         20  clinics, letting the school system shut down and not

         21  serving the people of this State.

         22                 Governor Pataki understood that that

         23  was okay and that was dandy, but this house and the

         24  Mayor of this City say hell no.

         25                 We are not going to go that route.
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          2                 We are going to understand that a

          3  responsible budget is to sit down and figure out how

          4  to minimize the effect that can happen in our City,

          5  this devastation, to bring back our City to a real

          6  economic development and renouncing of our City.

          7                 Governor Pataki understand that the

          8  City of New York is not part of the State. Well, we

          9  tell you, George Pataki, we are part of the State.

         10  And we took care of ourself. And I want to thank

         11  each and every one of us for what we did, for taking

         12  the difficult route, for making clear that we were

         13  not going to close clinics, for making clear that we

         14  were not going to give massive layoff, for making

         15  clear that we understand that the humanity of this

         16  City is more important than running for office in

         17  the Year 2005 and have on your record that you did

         18  not increase taxes.

         19                 Thank you very much. I vote aye.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Perkins.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Thank you

         22  very much.

         23                 Let me begin, as an honorary member

         24  of the Gay Caucus, I want to associate myself with

         25  the remarks, the early remarks made by my colleague
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          2  Margarita Lopez.

          3                 I do feel 100 percent free now as a

          4  result of the Supreme Court recent decision that was

          5  made.

          6                 Let me also take a quick look --

          7  where you going, Leroy? Oh, Lord have mercy.

          8                 Anyway, let me just be quick. I just

          9  want to acknowledge my appreciation to the Central

         10  staff and, of course, my personal staff for the

         11  outstanding work that they have done to get us to

         12  this point.

         13                 I want to also take a moment to thank

         14  my Speaker and the leadership of this Council,

         15  including my leadership in the Manhattan Delegation.

         16                 I am concerned, as has been pointed

         17  out before, that our firehouses could not be saved

         18  and our paraprofessionals and our teacher aides,

         19  those most vulnerable of our City workers were left

         20  at the chopping block, but I'm hopeful that we will

         21  return to their issues and ultimately find a way to

         22  make life better for them.

         23                 We're all here significantly by the

         24  virtue of the good work of the advocates who have

         25  bugged us day in and day out, kept us focused on
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          2  what it is that we need to know. I want to thank

          3  them, and as my colleague Al Vann has pointed out, I

          4  want to encourage them to continue to bug us and to

          5  make this democracy work better.

          6                 I am especially pleased by the fact

          7  that we have restored amongst so many other things,

          8  our commitment to infant mortality. I am especially

          9  pleased that the Administration understood the

         10  significance of that, especially at this point in

         11  time.

         12                 I hope their understanding will go

         13  far enough to allow them, to encourage them, to

         14  actually let the money be spent by both for whom the

         15  money was intended to be spent, that they do not

         16  hold it up.

         17                 You know, the statistics show that a

         18  woman in Cuba has a better chance of having a birth,

         19  a successful birth, than a woman in Harlem or

         20  Bedford Stuy, and that is something that we really

         21  need to keep in mind as we move forward.

         22                 I should also point out to you that

         23  in places like Cuba they understand that one

         24  successful way of solving the problem of infant

         25  mortality had to do with breastfeeding, and
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          2  breastfeeding is good for infant mortality, and they

          3  give women enough maternity leave so that they can

          4  successfully breastfeed and then that way they've

          5  been able to bring the infant mortality down.

          6                 Let me just conclude by also paying

          7  special appreciation to the Chair of the Health

          8  Committee, because many of the areas of my special

          9  interests, the clinics, infant mortality, cancer,

         10  HIV/AIDS, fell into that Committee, and I was very

         11  happy with the kind of cooperation that I received

         12  from Christine Quinn and the members of that

         13  Committee, in addressing those issues as related to

         14  the budget. Thank you very much.

         15                 After saying all that, I vote aye on

         16  all.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Oddo.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: May I be excused

         19  to explain my vote?

         20                 Are you finished, Bill.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Thank you for

         22  your time.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: It's your world,

         24  Bill. Go ahead. Your budget, your world.

         25                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: All right.

          3                 A budget doesn't have to reflect my

          4  own personal priorities or values or philosophy for

          5  me to recognize how much goes into it, and I'd like

          6  to start by thanking the people that really drive

          7  the process and that's staff. Having been a staff

          8  person around here for seven years, I know how much

          9  work they put into it and I would be remiss if I

         10  didn't start with Forest and Larian and all the way

         11  down to thank all the folks that really have worked

         12  hard to reach this point.

         13                 I also would like to thank, since

         14  we're thanking staff, the members of the Mayor's

         15  Office of Legislative Affairs for their hard work. I

         16  also would like to thank them for the two tickets in

         17  the balcony that they gave Council Member Lanza and

         18  I to watch the hand shake and the press conference.

         19                 I would like to thank my own staff

         20  and the staff for the Republican Delegation for

         21  their hard work, and of course thank the Speaker for

         22  his really refreshing approach to including everyone

         23  into this process.

         24                 In an incredible act of self

         25  restraint, I'm going to end my comments on the
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          2  budget right there, and simply vote no on Intro.

          3  474, Reso 972 and 973; and yes on all others.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Rivera.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA:  Aye on all.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Speaker Mr. Miller.

          7                 SPEAKER MILLER:  My colleagues we

          8  have reached the end of this budget process for this

          9  year.

         10                 Let me abuse your support by just

         11  saying a few words.

         12                 First, I want to thank my staff. They

         13  did an incredible job. This past year and a half has

         14  been an extraordinarily difficult year for all of

         15  us, and all of my staff has been extraordinary with

         16  every division, but I want to start by thanking my

         17  Chief of Staff, and I want to thank every Division

         18  Head, and all of their divisions, and I don't want

         19  to start thanking by name in particular, because

         20  every single person on my staff worked so incredibly

         21  hard to help bring us to this point, to a point

         22  where it's really extraordinary that this Council,

         23  in the worst budget year in the history of the City,

         24  stood together - stood together, and that is because

         25  of the hard work of every member of the staff.
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          2                 But I do, since it's the budget, I

          3  want to disobey my Finance Director one more time,

          4  because she told me not to thank her personally but

          5  just to thank the whole Finance Division, which is

          6  an extraordinary division, and every single member

          7  worked so hard, and I know that because I was there

          8  at midnight the other night and almost all of them

          9  were there, but I'm going to disobey her once again,

         10  because I want to thank Larian and Forest personally

         11  for putting up with me.

         12                 Where is she? Is she not here?

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: And she is a

         14  lesbian. Let's make that clear.

         15                 SPEAKER MILLER: Okay, I want to thank

         16  Forest and Larian, because no Finance Director, no

         17  Chief of Staff ever had to put up with me before,

         18  and until you know what it's like when it's 12:30 at

         19  night and I'm sitting in her office going through

         20  every single little item of this and where is this

         21  copy, and I want to see what this thing is going to

         22  look like, you can't imagine her pain and Forest's

         23  pain. And congratulations and thank you both, and

         24  thank all of the other staff who really are

         25  extraordinary. I will stop there, but I'm very
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          2  fortunate, and all of us are very, very fortunate.

          3                 And I'll just say this, I said it

          4  before but it's amazing, we stood together. We have

          5  stood together through this whole process, all of

          6  us, supporting each other and doing our job, and I

          7  think as a result, I think all of us can say

          8  individually, but more importantly collectively,

          9  that as a result of the New York City Council, this

         10  budget is more responsible and more human than it

         11  would otherwise have been.

         12                 And for those who would ask what it

         13  was that we did, I think they're asking the wrong

         14  people. They shouldn't ask us what we did, ask the

         15  children who will still be able to go to day care.

         16  Ask the mothers who are pregnant, some of them in

         17  areas where infant mortality is an epidemic, ask

         18  them once they get the programs and the support that

         19  they need to make sure they deliver their babies

         20  healthy. Ask the children who will still be able to

         21  have their teachers support them and get them the

         22  resources they need to learn. Ask the young people

         23  who will still be in college, still be able to dream

         24  the American dream and have it mean something to

         25  them because of our work. Ask the hard-working who
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          2  will still have their garbage picked up, which they

          3  deserve. Ask all of us, all families in this City

          4  who are trying to clothe their children, and can

          5  still purchase those products here in New York City,

          6  and make sure that businesses prosper. Ask the

          7  seniors who will still be able to eat seven days a

          8  week, even as times get tougher, and as their

          9  retirement reserves seem to stretch further. Ask

         10  every New Yorker whether their government is on

         11  their side, and I'll tell you I think as a result of

         12  the New York City Council it is a little bit more,

         13  even in these difficult times.

         14                 And I want to thank the Mayor and his

         15  Administration, and all of his staff for not letting

         16  partisan politics and not letting institutional

         17  divides ultimately divide us, but for working with

         18  us, for listening to us, for listening to the

         19  public, and for ensuring that in the end we have a

         20  process and we have a budget that all of us can look

         21  the voters in the eye and look those who aren't

         22  voters in the eye and say we did our best by you in

         23  these most difficult times that the City has ever

         24  faced.

         25                 That is something. So, thank you all.
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          2  And I vote aye.

          3                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Okay, all

          4  items on today's General Order Calendar were adopted

          5  by a vote of 48 in the affirmative, zero in the

          6  negative and zero abstentions; with the exception of

          7  Intro. 475, which was adopted by a vote of 45 in the

          8  affirmative, three in the negative, zero

          9  abstentions; and preconsidered Resos 972 which is

         10  adopted by a vote of 45 in the affirmative, three in

         11  the negative, zero abstentions; and preconsidered

         12  973, which is adopted by 45 in the affirmative,

         13  three in the negative and zero abstentions.

         14                 Excuse me. Correction on 475, it's

         15  474.

         16                 Introduction and Reading of Bills.

         17                 SPEAKER MILLER: All items are

         18  referred to the agenda as indicated on the schedule.

         19                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Adoption of

         20  resolutions.

         21                 SPEAKER MILLER: None.

         22                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Resolutions.

         23                 SPEAKER MILLER: None.

         24                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: General

         25  Discussion.
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          2                 Seeing no one, meeting is adjourned.

          3                 Oh, sorry. Sorry, everybody.

          4                 I hereby declare that the Executive,

          5  Expense and Revenue Budget, the Executive, Capital

          6  Budget for the Fiscal Year 2004 and the Capital

          7  Program for the three succeeding fiscal years, all

          8  as modified in accordance with Section 120-B and

          9  Section 222-A of the New York City Charter are

         10  hereby adopted on June 27th, 2003, at 4:34 p.m.

         11                 The meeting is adjourned.

         12                 (Hearing concluded at 4:34 p.m.)
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          2              CERTIFICATION

          3

          4

          5     STATE OF NEW YORK   )

          6     COUNTY OF NEW YORK  )

          7

          8

          9                 I, CINDY MILLELOT, a Certified

         10  Shorthand Reporter and Notary Public in and for the

         11  State of New York, do hereby certify that the

         12  foregoing is a true and accurate transcript of the

         13  within proceeding.

         14                 I further certify that I am not

         15  related to any of the parties to this action by

         16  blood or marriage, and that I am in no way

         17  interested in the outcome of this matter.

         18                 IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto

         19  set my hand this 27th day of June 2003.
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                                   ---------------------

         25                          CINDY MILLELOT, CSR.
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          9            I, CINDY MILLELOT, a Certified Shorthand

         10  Reporter and a Notary Public in and for the State of

         11  New York, do hereby certify the aforesaid to be a

         12  true and accurate copy of the transcription of the

         13  audio tapes of this hearing.
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