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          2                 CHAIRPERSON COMRIE: Today is a very

          3  busy day. Hopefully by the end of the day we will

          4  have some final resolutions on our budget for this

          5  year, so therefore, there are a lot of things

          6  happening concurrently.  There is a Finance meeting

          7  currently going on and some other meetings, but we

          8  are here today as this is the Committee on Rules,

          9  Privileges and Elections.   My name is Leroy Comrie.

         10                 Today we have before us three

         11  candidates for our consideration.  The first

         12  candidate is Eric Goldstein.  The Mayor has

         13  submitted his name for the Council's advice and

         14  consent.  The Mayor wishes to reappoint Mr.

         15  Goldstein, a resident of Manhattan, to the

         16  Environmental Control Board as a member with

         17  experience in air pollution control, to complete the

         18  remainder of a four- year term, that began on March

         19  6, 2001 and expires on March 5, 2005.

         20                 The second candidate is Veronica

         21  Villanueva, a Council direct appointment to the

         22  Equal Employment Practices Commission.  Ms.

         23  Villanueva is a resident of Queens.  Upon

         24  appointment, she will serve the remainder of a four-

         25  year term that began on July 1, 2000 and expires on
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          2  June 30, 2004, replacing Frank Nicolosi, also a

          3  Queens resident, who has been serving in a holdover

          4  capacity since July 1, 1996.

          5                 The final candidate for consideration

          6  today is Mr. Youngik Yoon.  A candidate for

          7  designation by the Council and subsequent

          8  appointment by the Mayor to the Civilian Complaint

          9  Review Board.  Mr. Yoon is a resident of the Bronx.

         10  Upon appointment he will fill the remainder of a

         11  vacant three- year term, which began on July 5, 2001

         12  and expires on July 4, 2004.

         13                 The first candidate that we will have

         14  for consideration is Mr. Goldstein.  As you know,

         15  the Environmental Control Board is part of the New

         16  York City Department of Environmental Protection.

         17  It adjudicates notices of violation issued by

         18  various city agencies, including the Departments of

         19  Environmental Protection, Police, Sanitation, Health

         20  and Mental Hygiene, Fire and Buildings Departments.

         21  ECB has the power to render decisions, issue orders

         22  and to impose civil penalties as provided under the

         23  law for such violations.  ECB enforcement

         24  jurisdictions include the cleanliness of city

         25  streets, the disposal of waste, the purity of the

                                                            5

          1  RULES, PRIVILEGES AND ELECTIONS

          2  water supply, the regulation of street peddling and

          3  the City's response to emergencies caused by the

          4  releases or threatened releases of hazardous

          5  substances.  The ECB has concurrent jurisdiction

          6  with the Board of Health to enforce certain

          7  provisions of the Health Code.

          8                 ECB has 13 members, consisting of the

          9  Commissioners of the Departments of Environmental

         10  Protection, Sanitation, Health and Mental Hygiene,

         11  Buildings, Police, Fire, Consumer Fairs, as well as

         12  six persons appointed by the Mayor with the advice

         13  and consent of this Council.  The Commissioner of

         14  the Department of Environmental Protection Services

         15  serves as Chair of the ECB.

         16                 Five of the six non- commissioner

         17  members must possess broad general background and

         18  experience and have specific experience one each of

         19  the following areas:  Air pollution control, water

         20  pollution control, noise pollution control, real

         21  estate or the business community.  The six non-

         22  commissioner members shall represent the general

         23  public.  Members other than agency commissioners are

         24  compensated and receive $150.00 per diem when

         25  performing the work of ECB.  Member terms are for
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          2  four years.

          3                 Mr. Goldstein, at this time we would

          4  like you to raise your right hand and be sworn in

          5  please.

          6                 MR. O'MALLEY: Do you solemnly swear

          7  and affirm the testimony you are about the give the

          8  Committee is the truth?

          9                 MR. GOLDSTEIN:  I do.

         10                 CHAIRPERSON COMRIE:  Please state

         11  your name for the record.

         12                 MR. GOLDSTEIN:  My name is Eric A.

         13  Goldstein.

         14                 CHAIRPERSON COMRIE:  Thank you.  Do

         15  you have an opening statement Mr. Goldstein?

         16                 MR. GOLDSTEIN:  Very briefly.  Good

         17  morning Chairman Comrie and members of the Committee

         18  and staff.  My name is Eric A. Goldstein.  I work my

         19  full- time job at the Natural Resources Defense

         20  Council, where I direct the Urban Program NRDC as a

         21  national non- profit environmental organization.  I

         22  have been nominated for reappointment to the

         23  Environmental Control Board.  I was originally

         24  appointed by Mayor Koch.  If confirmed by the

         25  Council, I look forward to serving the people of the
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          2  City of New York in this capacity as a citizen

          3  member of the ECB and I am here and happy to answer

          4  any questions you may have.

          5                 CHAIRPERSON COMRIE:  I'm sorry, I've

          6  been remiss. As I said earlier, we have a Finance

          7  Committee meeting that is going on concurrently with

          8  Committee Chairs a part of this Committee, at least

          9  four or five members are part of this Committee, so

         10  they are actually in the other room.  We have

         11  Committee members that are here.  Council Member

         12  Maria Baez from the Bronx, Council Member Simcha

         13  Felder from Brooklyn and that's it.  Actually you

         14  should feel assured that there are not a lot of

         15  Council Members here, because your appointment, that

         16  means, are not in jeopardy, so nobody had expressed

         17  to me any major concerns or issues regarding your

         18  candidacies.  Council Member Felder didn't speak to

         19  me, but now he's taking exception to that, but in

         20  either case, we will try -- there are a lot of

         21  questions that I have regarding ECB in general, Mr.

         22  Goldstein, but due to the fact that we're trying to

         23  do the budget today, I would defer a lot of my

         24  questions.

         25                 But clearly, some of the issues of
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          2  summonses and the way summonses are issued,

          3  especially with the new sprinkler regulations and

          4  how that effects homeowners that are on vacation

          5  with sprinkler systems, or the neighbors are trying

          6  to them a favor and they can document that, is

          7  something that we really need ECB to take under

          8  consideration.  I know that this is a City where

          9  everybody has an excuse, but some excuses are a

         10  little more legitimate than others.  If the office,

         11  especially if an elected official deems that or

         12  feels that an excuse is more than just somebody

         13  trying to beat at ticket, we would hope that ECB

         14  would consider that as a primary consideration when

         15  we send a letter to ECB to review and request that

         16  they reconsider some certain violations.

         17                 Clearly, we want the community to

         18  know the rules and understand the rules, but in a

         19  City of this size, a lot of people don't get the

         20  rules, even though you post them and you put them up

         21  publicly, especially our older citizens that tend to

         22  be set in their ways and set in their traditions and

         23  patterns.  We need to look at that.

         24                 Recently, the State of New York, this

         25  is a question for you.  Recently, the State of New
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          2  York moved to regulate fine particular matter.  The

          3  tiny droplets of air pollution that spew from

          4  trucks, buses and power plants.  Last month the

          5  State Department of Environmental Protection,

          6  Conservation rather, introduced a draft plan that

          7  would require anyone seeking to build new pollution

          8  belching facilities to access and lower particular

          9  matter emissions.  How do you feel about the State's

         10  plan to judge new facilities solely on their own

         11  projected emissions regardless of the existing

         12  pollution around the area, around the site?

         13                 MR. GOLDSTEIN:  Well, clearly

         14  particular pollution is one of the more serious air

         15  quality problems facing New York City.  It has been

         16  historically, buses and trucks and motor vehicles

         17  are the primary source.  Any new State program needs

         18  to ensure that there is a full analysis of all of

         19  the sources of pollution, not just the individual

         20  new source that is being permitted and may be

         21  permitted.  That's the purpose of the environmental

         22  review process, is to take a holistic look at all of

         23  the sources and to assess the situation accordingly.

         24    Of course there is a lot more that could be done

         25  to control particulate matter in terms of buses and
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          2  the MTA replacing its diesel buses with clean air

          3  buses, in terms of better City enforcement of the

          4  idling provisions that restrict bus idling to no

          5  more than three minutes and a most recent issue on

          6  the particulate matter front is what's going to

          7  happen in lower Manhattan with the reconstruction,

          8  all the tour buses coming in, the construction

          9  equipment, those too are other sources of

         10  particulate matter and need to be addressed.

         11                 CHAIRPERSON COMRIE:  Do these matters

         12  come before ECB as far as regulation or fine of

         13  facilities?

         14                 MR. GOLDSTEIN:  These matters come

         15  before ECB only in one way.  ECB is, as you know,

         16  essentially an adjudicatory agency, so if the

         17  issuing agency, and ECB hears -- seven agencies sit

         18  on the ECB, and there are several other agencies

         19  that also have some of their summonses returnable to

         20  ECB.  So only if an issuing agency issues a summons

         21  or notice of violation, does that issue come before

         22  the Environmental Control Board.

         23                 CHAIRPERSON COMRIE:  Council Member

         24  Bill Perkins would like to register his vote for the

         25  record.
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          2                 MR. GOLDSTEIN:  Thank you Council

          3  Member Perkins.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS:  I just

          5  wanted to thank the Chairman for allowing me to

          6  attend to another important matter, but didn't want

          7  to lose the opportunity to extend may support for

          8  these applications for these candidates.  So I just

          9  wanted to for the record, vote aye on all.  Thank

         10  you.

         11                 CHAIRPERSON COMRIE:  Thank you,

         12  Council Member.  It's going to be that kind of day.

         13  Were you in the middle of answering a question?

         14  Yes, you were in the middle of answering a question.

         15                 MR. GOLDSTEIN:  Yes.  I believe, in

         16  short, Council Member Comrie, that there is

         17  authority to address this diesel problem, but it

         18  only comes before the Environmental Control Board

         19  when an issuing agency issues a summons or notice of

         20  violation. ECB serves primarily as an adjudicatory

         21  body and does not independently go out to enforce

         22  statutes.  What the agencies bring to the ECB, is

         23  what we as citizen members and the Board itself

         24  review.

         25                 CHAIRPERSON COMRIE:  Okay.  Finance
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          2  must be voting. I've got to go vote soon too.  But

          3  they can maybe bring the vote in here.

          4                 Does ECB develop any rules or

          5  statutes at all regarding the adjudication policies

          6  or policies with the different agencies that they

          7  review the tickets that come before them.

          8                 MR. GOLDSTEIN:  ECB has procedural

          9  rules that govern how the Environmental Control

         10  Board conducts its hearings and appellate processes.

         11    ECB, although we have the authority under the City

         12  charter to adopt independent substantive rules, the

         13  ECB doesn't really use that authority.  The ECB was

         14  founded in 1970 in a different time and with

         15  somewhat of a different perception of its functions,

         16  it has really evolved into the City's leading

         17  adjudicatory agency for all of these violations in

         18  various different departments.  It's not really

         19  equipped to issue substantive rules on environmental

         20  matters, but confines itself to adjudicating all of

         21  these notices of violation that are brought to it

         22  from the various issuing agencies.

         23                 CHAIRPERSON COMRIE:  So, like the

         24  waste transfer stations, which I'm sure you're

         25  familiar with because of your full time job, the
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          2  State DEC is the primary agency that regulates them,

          3  but the complaints to your agency.

          4                 MR. GOLDSTEIN:  Yes.  The State

          5  regulates them and to some extent the City

          6  Sanitation Department does.  The way in which they

          7  come before ECB and your right, I am aware of this

          8  problem and very concerned about it and have in my

          9  full- time job spent a lot of time combating these

         10  facilities.  The only way in which they come before

         11  the ECB is if the Department of Sanitation issues a

         12  violation for improper conduct by these facilities.

         13                 CHAIRPERSON COMRIE:  So you can't

         14  through ECB -- well you're saying the ECB hasn't

         15  taken the opportunity of rule making to deal with

         16  that.  I would humbly suggest that they do.  While

         17  we again, abbreviate this meeting, I think that I

         18  would like the opportunity to come before the Board

         19  and talk about those things, because the need to

         20  have safe waste transfer facilities and the way they

         21  affect the community areas, I have two in my

         22  district that truly need to be shut down only

         23  because they have -- the way they are situated is

         24  just not conducive to the residential community and

         25  there is no way to ever make it so, because there is
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          2  just limited physical space.  They are both located

          3  right directly across from residences, there is not

          4  even a two way street really.  It's barely a two way

          5  street and you're bringing in 18- wheelers or 24-

          6  wheelers on a 24 hour basis and I would hope that

          7  you being the person that you are could, with your

          8  background and record,  could hopefully get ECB to

          9  start thinking about doing some proactive

         10  legislation or proactive rules and regulations

         11  regarding how that is concerned. Right now, as you

         12  know, the State DEC will supersede even Sanitation

         13  or Sanitation will supersede DEC because of need

         14  over availability, and again, I don't have time to

         15  get into this in depth. But clearly, reading your

         16  background, I see that you do have the expertise to

         17  maybe help with that issue.

         18                 MR. GOLDSTEIN:  Well I'd be happy to

         19  bring that up with the Board and even before that,

         20  I'd be glad to meet to with you personally, and with

         21  our staff and your staff maybe we can address some

         22  of those issues and respond to these concerns,

         23  because I certainly agree with you.  These waste

         24  transfer stations are a key public menace in every

         25  community in which they reside.
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          2                 CHAIRPERSON COMRIE:  Thank you Mr.

          3  Goldstein.  Any members have questions?  No other

          4  members here other than Council Member Baez.  Sorry.

          5    There is just one Housekeeping issue.  There is a

          6  waiver that's required and you need to get a ruling

          7  from the Law Department and send us a copy of that

          8  as soon as possible. That's it.  We'll move on to

          9  the next person.  Mr. Yoon.  Oh, you have a

         10  question.  Council Member Simcha Felder has a

         11  question.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER:  Thank you.

         13  Sorry for the interruption.  I don't know anything

         14  about you, but since the Chair has mentioned such

         15  nice things about you, I know the Chair and I can

         16  assume that everything he said is true.  I just have

         17  one particular question about violations relating to

         18  coffee.  Do you like the smell of coffee?

         19                 MR. GOLDSTEIN:  I personally don't

         20  drink coffee.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER:  No, but I

         22  want to know whether you like the smell of coffee.

         23                 MR GOLDSTEIN:  I'm ambivalent.  I

         24  guess any odor, if its too intense, can create a

         25  problem.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER:  So, now that

          3  you don't want to tell me whether you like to smell

          4  coffee, just kidding.  The issue is we've had an

          5  experience with one of the few coffee manufacturers

          6  that are left in the City, Gilly's Coffee, that got

          7  a violation that I think you may be familiar with.

          8  Unless you want me to detail it.  I think you're

          9  familiar with it.

         10                 CHAIRPERSON COMRIE:  Council Member

         11  Felder you know we have a Caucus meeting in ten

         12  minutes and I started the meeting by saying that we

         13  really need to sit down with ECB Board and have a

         14  detailed discussion and I would the like the Rules

         15  Committee to convene that meeting with the Board and

         16  hopefully we can do that because there are a lot of

         17  particular issues and ECB has a wide jurisdiction

         18  over things that affect all the members and

         19  especially members constituents and I think that

         20  that's a meeting that, while we might have to deal

         21  with another Chair, I forget what chair that is

         22  right now, but I think we might have to do a joint

         23  meeting to deal with a lot of these issues.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER:  I'm sorry.

         25  That would be excellent and we would welcome that
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          2  Mr. Chairman.   Okay so now that the Chair has asked

          3  me to shut up, I just want, for the record to ask if

          4  I can be included in that meeting even though I'm

          5  not on the Committee.

          6                 CHAIRPERSON COMRIE:  No, no, it's

          7  going to be a Joint Rules Committee meeting.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER:  No, but I'm

          9  not on the Rules Committee.  I want to be part of

         10  that meeting that you set up with ECB.

         11                 CHAIRPERSON COMRIE:  Okay.  You will

         12  be.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER:  Thank you,

         14  thank you very much.

         15                 CHAIRPERSON COMRIE:  I thought you

         16  were on Rules Committee.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER:  Okay, since I

         18  have now been nominated to be on Rules Committee --

         19                 CHAIRPERSON COMRIE:  Council Member

         20  Christine Quinn has joined us from Manhattan and

         21  Council Member Madeline Provenzano and Minority

         22  Leader Jimmy Oddo and Majority Leader Joel Rivera

         23  and Council Member Melinda Katz.  Council Member

         24  Quinn has three meetings and she needs to vote and

         25  register her vote at this time, so, Council Member
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          2  Quinn.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN:  Thank you very

          4  much Mr Chair. I appreciate this.  I have a

          5  conflict, I have something else I have to get to.

          6  I vote aye on all the appointments.  Best of luck.

          7  Congratulations and condolences.

          8                 CHAIRPERSON COMRIE:  Council Member

          9  Katz also has a meeting with Landmarks Commission at

         10  11:30, she needs to be go next.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ:  I appreciate it

         12  and I guess I'm voting aye on all.  Thank you very

         13  much Mr. Chair.

         14                 CHAIRPERSON COMRIE:  As I've said,

         15  it's that kind of day around here.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ:  We mean no

         17  disrespect to the applicants.  It's been a hectic

         18  day and we do -- at least we're voting aye

         19

         20                 MR. GOLDSTEIN:  Thank you Council

         21  Member.  We understand.

         22                 CHAIRPERSON COMRIE:  As I said

         23  earlier, because you all come with great

         24  credibility, the members are not here to attack you,

         25  so that's a good thing.  If you've ever seen any of
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          2  our other meetings when we are concerned about a

          3  candidate, they are here in force and I do have a

          4  great Committee.

          5                 At this time, we'll go to the second

          6  candidate, Ms. Veronica Villanueva, an appointment

          7  to the Equal Employment Practices Commission,

          8  Chapter 36 of the Charter establishes an Equal

          9  Employment Practices Commission within the City of

         10  New York. The law provides that EEPC review,

         11  evaluate and monitor the employment procedures,

         12  practices and programs of city agencies, including

         13  the City's Department of Citywide Administrative

         14  Services.  Its purpose is to ensure an effective

         15  affirmative employment program of equal employment

         16  opportunity for minority group members and women who

         17  are employed by or seek employment with City

         18  agencies.

         19            The Commission consists of five members

         20  who are compensated on a per diem basis.  The Mayor

         21  and the Council each appoint two members and the

         22  Mayor and the Speaker of the Council jointly appoint

         23  a fifth member to serve as Chair.  Members,

         24  including the Chair have four- year terms.  If you

         25  could raise your right hand at this time to be sworn
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          2  in please.

          3                 UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  Do you

          4  solemnly swear and affirm the testimony you are

          5  about to give the Committee is the truth?  Please

          6  state your name for the record.

          7

          8                 MS. VILLANUEVA:  Veronica Villanueva.

          9

         10                 CHAIRPERSON COMRIE:  Do you have an

         11  opening statement?

         12                 MS. VILLANUEVA:  Just very briefly

         13  Mr. Chairman. Good morning Mr. Chairman and members

         14  of the Committee.  My name is Veronica Villanueva.

         15  My full- time job is with Levy, Ratner and Beruzzi,

         16  a law firm in the City, in Manhattan.  As an

         17  attorney representing labor unions and employees for

         18  the past six years.  It is an honor and a privilege

         19  to be considered for appointment for the position of

         20  EEPC Commissioner and I look forward to working with

         21  the EEPC, if appointed, to ensure equal employment

         22  practices of New York City's agencies and I am ready

         23  to answer any questions you may have.

         24                 CHAIRPERSON COMRIE:  Okay we have

         25  been joined by Council Member Michael Nelson from
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          2  Brooklyn.  Does anyone have any questions for Ms.

          3  Villanueva?

          4                 Okay.  I would just like to welcome

          5  you aboard as you're a Queens resident, I have a

          6  little impartiality since I'm from Queens also, and

          7  feel free to reach out to us if you have any

          8  questions or concerns after you are appointed.  I

          9  hope that just as and aside to the Mayor's office,

         10  that the two appointments that we're bringing

         11  before, I hope are reviewed and appointed as quickly

         12  as possible.  There has been some delay on our side

         13  and we've done our best from our side to do the

         14  right thing when we deal with Mayoral appointments,

         15  we would hope that the Mayor's office also follows a

         16  30 day clock to do the appointments of people that

         17  we send over to them.  Clearly, we are bringing

         18  forth to the Mayor candidates, especially the next

         19  candidate, who is willing to serve in a very

         20  difficult Commission, being on CCRB, and also Ms.

         21  Villanueva, who is going to be putting in a lot of

         22  quality time looking at equal employment practices

         23  in the City.  We hope that the Mayor's office will

         24  do their best to appoint them quickly.  So since no

         25  one has raised any questions.  We have been joined
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          2  by Council Member Yvette Clarke, who is running from

          3  meeting to meeting.  Majority Leader Joel Rivera has

          4  a statement.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA:  Good

          6  afternoon, both of the possible candidates for

          7  today's appointment.  For Veronica, I do know that

          8  you have had some creative measures in place, or

          9  creative ideas on how to increase minority

         10  recruitment into the system. Could you possibly

         11  share that with us?

         12                 MS. VILLANUEVA:  Very briefly, of

         13  course not really knowing what measures are in place

         14  already, some of the ideas that I had were some

         15  internship programs within City Agencies to get

         16  minority candidates for the agencies either from

         17  high school or college graduates who could serve as

         18  unpaid or paid interns, depending on, of course, the

         19  agencies budget, which would really give an

         20  opportunity for both the candidate to take a look at

         21  what the agency does, what kind of work they do,

         22  whether they are really interested in pursuing this

         23  as a career and it would give the agency an

         24  opportunity to review the candidates who might be

         25  applying.  I thought that would be an efficient and
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          2  low cost way to attract candidates.

          3                 I had some other ideas about possible

          4  advertising in the subway system in minority

          5  neighborhoods.  I think that's generally it.

          6                 CHAIRPERSON COMRIE:  I'm sorry I'm

          7  rushing.  In rushing, we're not doing you justice,

          8  but you did do some very creative and thorough to

          9  the questionnaire and I want to congratulate you.

         10  At this point, I would like to move to the next

         11  candidate, only because of time.  The Civilian

         12  Complaint Review Board Candidate is Mr. Youngik

         13  Yoon.

         14                 The New York City Civilian Complaint

         15  Review Board was created as an entity independent of

         16  the New York City Police Department.  Its purpose is

         17  to investigate complaints concerning misconduct by

         18  officers of NYPD toward members of the public.  The

         19  Board's membership must reflect the City's diverse

         20  population and all members must be residents of the

         21  City.

         22                 The CCRB consists of a Board of

         23  thirteen members of the public as well as a civilian

         24  staff necessary for CCRB to exercise its powers and

         25  fulfill its duties.  The members are all appointed
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          2  by the Mayor as follows:   Five members, one from

          3  each Borough shall be designated by the City

          4  Council.  Five members, including the Chair, shall

          5  be selected by the Mayor and three members having

          6  law enforcement experience, shall be designated by

          7  the Police Commissioner.  Only those appointees to

          8  the CCRB designated by the Police Commissioner may

          9  have law enforcement experience.

         10                 The Mayor selects one of the members

         11  to serve as Chair.  CCRB hires the Executive

         12  Director, who in turn, hires and supervises the

         13  agencies all civilian staff.  All appointees to CCRB

         14  serve three- year terms.  Board members are

         15  prohibited from holding any other public office or

         16  public employment.  All CCRB members are eligible

         17  for compensation for their work on a per diem basis.

         18    The current per diem rate is $266.00.   Complaints

         19  within the CCRB's jurisdiction are those that allege

         20  excessive use of force, abuse of authority,

         21  discourtesy or use of offensive language, including

         22  but no limited to, slurs relating to race,

         23  ethnicity, religion, gender, sexual orientation or

         24  disability.

         25                 At this time Mr. Yoon can you raise
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          2  your right hand to be sworn in please?

          3                 MR. O'MALLEY:  Do you swear and

          4  affirm the testimony you are about to give the

          5  Committee is the truth?

          6                 MR YOON:  Yes I do.

          7                 MR. O'MALLEY:  Please state your name

          8  for the record.

          9                 MR YOON:  Youngik Yoon.

         10                 CHAIRPERSON COMRIE:  Council Member

         11  Clarke has a pressing commitment and she also has to

         12  vote at this time so she can attend to it.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE:  Thank you Mr.

         14  Chair.  To both candidates I'd like to say -- three,

         15  excuse me.  To all candidates this morning, I'd like

         16  to first of all, thank you for stepping to the plate

         17  and bringing your talents and expertise to the

         18  various commissions on which you will serve.  We

         19  hope that you will embrace your work with all your

         20  vigor and that you will bear in mind that the City

         21  of New York is a growing city of diversified needs

         22  and concerns and that will be reflective in your

         23  work and deliberations on behalf of the people of

         24  the City of New York. Having said that, I'd like to

         25  vote, Mr. Chair, aye on all.
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          2

          3                 CHAIRPERSON COMRIE:  Thank you

          4  Council Member.  Did you get sworn in yet?

          5                 MR. YOON:  Yes.

          6                 CHAIRPERSON COMRIE:  Do you have an

          7  opening statement?

          8                 MR YOON:  Briefly Chairman.  My name

          9  is Youngkin Yoon.  I am an attorney who has been

         10  practicing for a number of years in Jackson Heights

         11  Queens, New York.  I am being considered for the

         12  position of CCRB.  If I am appointed, I will do my

         13  best to fulfill the duties imposed by the City

         14  Charter.

         15                 CHAIRPERSON COMRIE:  Thank you.

         16  Council Member Rivera has to vote now because of our

         17  schedule today.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA:  Thank you

         19  very much.  For the candidates coming forth today, I

         20  think that it's good that people are being active

         21  within our government and I vote aye on all.

         22                 CHAIRPERSON COMRIE:  Thank you.  I

         23  just heard that Council Member James Sanders mother

         24  passed away this morning.  So all members can be

         25  aware of it and all of Council staff, Council Member
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          2  James Sanders of 31st Council District.

          3                 Council Member Baez has a question.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ:  Yes, thank you

          5  Mr. Chair.  Mr. Yoon, how do you feel about the

          6  Alberto Sprull incident and other similar incidents

          7  of police misconduct of that nature.

          8                 MR YOON:  I do remember.  That was a

          9  case, which was a terrible case that resulted in the

         10  loss of life.  Police acted based on information

         11  provided.  An informant who may not have been too

         12  credible.  I feel that whenever police enter

         13  somebody's house, they should use extreme caution

         14  and make sure the tip from informant it very

         15  credible so that this kind of incident would not

         16  happen again.

         17                 CHAIRPERSON COMRIE:  Council Member

         18  Provenzano?  I'm sorry, were you finished?  Okay,

         19  you can do that now if want to.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO:  I don't

         21  really have a question either, but I just wanted to

         22  commend all of the candidates.  Mr. Goldstein who

         23  left, who is a reappointment and we have been told

         24  that he's done an excellent job and Ms. Villanueva

         25  who comes very highly recommended and Mr. Yoon, who
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          2  is our Bronx candidate and Mr. Yoon at least in one

          3  area I think shows some terrific judgement.  He

          4  moved from Jackson Heights to the Bronx,

          5  specifically my district, and I also moved from

          6  Jackson Heights to the Bronx many more years ago,

          7  probably before you were born, but- I don't mean

          8  this in a bad way, but my feeling is, you're

          9  probably a little bit inexperienced, but that could

         10  be a good thing because your willingness to serve is

         11  a great asset and I'm sure you'll get a lot of on

         12  the job training.  The Bronx has been without a

         13  candidate for a long, long time, so we really

         14  welcome you and the Bronx delegation and all the

         15  Council members, certainly will be there for you if

         16  there is any input we can give you or any feedback

         17  that you want to give us.

         18                 MR. YOON:  Thank you.

         19                 CHAIRPERSON COMRIE:  Mr. Yoon, there

         20  is just one housekeeping matter, because Council

         21  Member Baez is in a discussion, I'll do that right

         22  now.  There is a -- as you know if your firm might

         23  wind up representing a client where such

         24  representation may involve inquiry into a police

         25  officer's conduct, we would suggest that you seek an

                                                            29

          1  RULES, PRIVILEGES AND ELECTIONS

          2  opinion from the New York City Conflicts of Interest

          3  Board at that time to determine if there are any

          4  restrictions that could apply to your firm, since

          5  you have a general law practice, you pretty much

          6  work with whatever comes through the door.  So you

          7  might want to consider that as a caution.

          8                 MR. YOON:  Okay.

          9                 CHAIRPERSON COMRIE:  We have been

         10  joined by Speaker Miller and he's already speaking

         11  with someone else.  Did you want to make a statement

         12  or -- okay just checking.  Council Member Baez has a

         13  statement.  Then we can vote.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ:  Thank you once

         15  again.  Just for the record, I wanted the committee

         16  to know that I have known Mr. Yoon for several years

         17  in his capacity as an attorney and during this time

         18  he has repeated expressed his sensitivity to issues

         19  of police misconduct.  His work in our Bronx

         20  communities and the legal services he has provided

         21  over the years has enabled him to build multiracial

         22  coalitions of individuals and groups.  I have no

         23  doubt that as an Asian American, Mr. Yoon will be

         24  able to investigate any allegations of police

         25  misconduct and take into consideration the concerns
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          2  of all our communities.  The Bronx has not been

          3  represented in the CCRB for sometime since our last

          4  appointee resigned.  I am encouraging my colleagues

          5  to approve Mr. Yoon as our designee and also ask

          6  that the Mayor expedite Mr Yoon's appointment to the

          7  CCRB.  Thank you.

          8                 MR. YOON:  Thank you.

          9                 CHAIRPERSON COMRIE:  Again, I want to

         10  congratulate all three candidates.  Mr. Goldstein

         11  for continuing to serve, Ms. Villanueva for joining

         12  the process and especially Mr. Yoon, not saying that

         13  the other two committees are not important, but CCRB

         14  tends to be more high profile.  Clearly, you all

         15  understand what you're getting into and this Council

         16  will support you and again we'll ask the Mayor to

         17  quickly appoint you.  So Ms. Aaron, please convey

         18  that message to the Mayor's office, that we would

         19  like to see him appointed within the thirty- day

         20  period so that both candidates can get their proper

         21  appointment as quickly as possible. The Bronx has

         22  been without a CCRB participant for quite a long

         23  time and they've worked hard and painstakingly to

         24  find someone that they think will meet all of the

         25  needs of the City to serve on CCRB. Since you are
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          2  the only one here from the Mayor's office I don't

          3  have anybody else to look at.  Not that it's bad to

          4  look at you.

          5                 Clearly, I want to congratulate the

          6  candidates for deciding to serve the City in this

          7  capacity.  Service to the City is a noble and

          8  wonderful opportunity and I hope that you enjoy

          9  every moment of it.

         10                 At this time, we'll call the vote.

         11  We've been joined by Council Member Lewis Fidler

         12  from Brooklyn and our Finance Chair, the meeting

         13  must be over, Council Member David Weprin.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN:  It's not

         15  over.  I came to vote.

         16                 CHAIRPERSON COMRIE:  Okay. Council

         17  Member David Weprin from Queens.  And we'll call the

         18  vote at this time.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Comrie.

         20                 CHAIRPERSON COMRIE:  Aye on all.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Provenzano.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO:  Aye on

         23  all.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Baez.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ:  Aye on all.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Fidler.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER:  Aye on all.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Weprin.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN:  Aye on all.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Oddo.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO:  Yes.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Speaker, Mr. Miller.

          9                 SPEAKER MILLER:  Aye.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: By a vote of 12 in the

         11  affirmative, zero in the negative and no

         12  abstentions, all items are adopted.  Council Members

         13  please sign the Committee reports.

         14                 CHAIRPERSON COMRIE:  Also, just

         15  another piece of housekeeping not related to these

         16  two candidates.  There have been two opinions that

         17  we have been waiting on from the Mayor's office from

         18  Health and Hospitals and the Voter Assistance

         19  Commission is pending, for over -- one is over a

         20  year old.  Can we please note that for the record,

         21  that we really need to get those opinions. Thank

         22  you.

         23                 Thank you very much for coming down

         24  this morning. We will have to keep the vote open

         25  because there are other members in the building, but
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          2  are in meetings.  So thank you very much. Please,

          3  will members sign the roll.  Don't forget to sign

          4  the papers.

          5                 (Hearing concluded at 11:45 a.m.)
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          3

          4

          5     STATE OF NEW YORK   )

          6     COUNTY OF NEW YORK  )

          7

          8

          9                 I, DAWN RIZZO, do hereby certify that

         10  the foregoing is a true and accurate transcript of

         11  the within proceeding.

         12                 I further certify that I am not

         13  related to any of the parties to this action by

         14  blood or marriage, and that I am in no way

         15  interested in the outcome of this matter.

         16                 IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto

         17  set my hand this 25th day of June 2003.
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         24                          DAWN RIZZO
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          9            I, DAWN RIZZO, do hereby certify the

         10  aforesaid to be a true and accurate copy of the

         11  transcription of the audio tapes of this hearing.
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