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          1  COMMITTEE ON GENERAL WELFARE

          2                 CHAIRPERSON DeBLASIO: The General

          3  Welfare Committee is called to order. I know it's a

          4  real busy day for everyone so we're going to keep

          5  this brief. Thank you to all the members for coming.

          6  I want to acknowledge Council Member Chris Quinn,

          7  Council Member Jose Serrano, Jr., Gale Brewer,

          8  Kendall Stewart, and I think we're going to be

          9  joined for a moment by Council Member Bill Perkins,

         10  who is the prime sponsor with the Speaker of this

         11  bill and also places a crucial role in terms of the

         12  Kate Bill in the last session of the Council.

         13                 I want to, first of all, say we have

         14  received the Mayor's veto of Intro. 93-A and we will

         15  be voting on repassing the Intro. and filing the

         16  Mayor's veto, then immediately following that we're

         17  going to do a quick vote on proposed Resolution

         18  660-A sponsored by Council Member Avella, which will

         19  be considered at the Stated Meeting.

         20                 First, I want to thank in terms of

         21  the Kate Bill, in terms of 93-A, I want to thank

         22  Speaker Miller and Council Member Perkins, the two

         23  lead sponsors. They both couldn't have done more to

         24  make this bill a reality and they provided

         25  extraordinary leadership, especially in the face of
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          2  what I think was very difficult opposition. And I

          3  want to thank the advocates that made this bill

          4  possible over the last several years, all of whom

          5  worked very hard, ACORN, the Urban Justice Center,

          6  the Legal Aid Society, the Welfare Law Center, Fury,

          7  Community Voices Heard, and PSC CUNY.

          8                 I want to thank the staff, really a

          9  tremendous effort by the staff, our Counsel Jackis

         10  Sherman, her predecessor Rob Newman, members of my

         11  staff, Josh Wallach, Peter Colavito, Alex Nevarro,

         12  and members of the other Committee staff members,

         13  with Finance and with other parts of the Council,

         14  Christina and Sean, Peter Bruno and everyone who

         15  played a role over these last few years.

         16                 As everyone knows, there's been

         17  tremendous debate on this bill. We've had two public

         18  hearings, we voted it out of Committee at a public

         19  hearing on January 27th, it passed the Council 42 to

         20  three in February. And I just want to say on the

         21  substance, this is very much a pro work bill. This

         22  is a bill that acknowledges the reality of the

         23  private sector economy and how people on welfare can

         24  prepare themselves to thrive in the private sector

         25  economy, and to support their families and become
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          2  self-sufficient. And we actually borrowed a lot of

          3  the ideas for this bill from the successful

          4  experiences of other states and localities around

          5  the country, and from the ideas ironically of

          6  republican Senator Olympia Snow of Maine, who has

          7  been leading the charge in the Senate for a new

          8  approach to welfare that would balance real

          9  accountability with a real understanding of how to

         10  get people to self-sufficiency.

         11                 So, I think we've come up with a very

         12  balanced approach on this bill. We've tried very

         13  hard to work with the Administration, but at a

         14  certain point that effort proved no longer to be

         15  fruitful and we have moved ahead with the bill. And

         16  I'd like to offer any of my colleagues who would

         17  like to speak up front that opportunity and after

         18  that we will be ready to go to a vote. Any comments

         19  up front? Okay, now if our colleague would call the

         20  roll.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: DeBlasio.

         22                 CHAIRPERSON DeBLASIO: Aye.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Quinn.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: Congratulations

         25  to the chair, the staff and all of the advocates who
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          2  the Chair mentioned and all of the welfare

          3  recipients who have come and made their case to us

          4  about why this bill is needed so they can really

          5  move forward and make the most of their lives and

          6  their family lives. I vote aye.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Brewer.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: I vote aye and

          9  second what Christine said, and for many years have

         10  been very supportive of what I call returning

         11  students, people who are taking the opportunity for

         12  a second chance and who absolutely deserve the right

         13  to do so, and with all due respect, to my friend

         14  Richard Schwartz at the Daily News, I disagree.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Serrano.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER SERRANO: Aye.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Stewart.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: I think this

         19  is an opportunity to help in the education of some

         20  of the disadvantaged and some of the poor folks in

         21  our district. And with that in mind, with all the

         22  fiscal crisis that we have in terms of the cutting

         23  of the educational opportunities that we have had,

         24  like TAP and SEEK and all these other programs, I

         25  think this is something that we can at least try to
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          2  maintain for our poor people in the district, and I

          3  vote aye.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: By a vote of five in

          5  the affirmative, zero in the negative and no

          6  abstentions, proposed Intro. 93-A is readopted and M

          7  Message 482 is filed.

          8                 CHAIRPERSON DeBLASIO: First, a round

          9  of applause to everyone. Thank you to everyone for

         10  their incredibly hard work on this. And can we keep

         11  the roll open on that for other colleagues who will

         12  be coming shortly?

         13                 And now one other item of business,

         14  I'd like to call forward our colleague Council

         15  Member Tony Avella, and just say before he speaks

         16  that he is bringing forward proposed resolution

         17  660-A. I want to thank him as the prime sponsor for

         18  his efforts on his behalf.

         19                 This resolution responds to a very

         20  insidious situation where a white Supremicist group

         21  is out there fostering hate, creating an atmosphere

         22  that could lead to violence and low and behold is

         23  being legitimized by credit card companies as if

         24  they are any other business, and thanks to the good

         25  work of Council Member Avella, this issue has been
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          2  brought to light. This is the kind of situation

          3  where I think action by this Council will really

          4  shine a national spotlight on the problem.

          5                 So, I would like to welcome the

          6  Council Member and give him an opportunity to

          7  explain this resolution.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Thank you,

          9  Chair DeBlasio. I appreciate your efforts in this

         10  regard and the entire Committee for moving this

         11  along.

         12                 I just have a brief statement.

         13  Resolution 660-A is an extremely important

         14  resolution that calls upon the major credit card

         15  companies in this country, Visa, Master Card,

         16  Discover and American Express to refrain from

         17  advertising their credit card services on the

         18  website of the National Alliance.

         19                 And doing business with this

         20  organization, which is a well known neo Nazi group,

         21  recognized by the anti-defamation league as the most

         22  dangerous organized hate group in America.

         23                 As you will note from your own

         24  briefing report prepared by the staff, the National

         25  alliance has established one of the most
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          2  technologically sophisticated sites on the Internet,

          3  and it uses this technology to showcase its racism

          4  and neo-nazi ideology.

          5                 It uses its in-line store to

          6  disseminate material such as books, audio and

          7  videotape, CD and other materials, which preach

          8  anti-Semitism and a hatred of all minority groups in

          9  this country, as well as violent opposition to the

         10  United States government.

         11                 Visa, Master Card, Discover and

         12  American Express each display their logos

         13  prominently in a banner ad for the book catalog and

         14  the home page of this website. The purpose of this

         15  resolution is to ask Visa, Master Card, Discover and

         16  American Express to stop assisting in the

         17  dissemination of this material by offering use of

         18  their services on the website of this organization.

         19                 Whether it be innocent or otherwise,

         20  these companies are aiding the creation and support

         21  of a global platform for groups such as the National

         22  Alliance who preach hate and violence. Corporate

         23  business practices which help the spread of racism

         24  and violence for the sake of corporate profits

         25  cannot go unopposed.
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          2                 And if you may remember, the day I

          3  introduced this resolution I pass on everybody's

          4  desk just samples of the hate literature that goes

          5  on, that they advertised on this website. And by the

          6  way, many of which have shown up in my district and

          7  I know have shown up in some of the districts of my

          8  colleagues. It is disgraceful as you've all seen.

          9                 This group has conducted tremendous

         10  acts of violence throughout the country. You all

         11  know Timothy McVae, who did the Oklahoma City

         12  bombing. Found in his possession was a book which is

         13  actually a novel on how to overthrow the United

         14  States government, which was written by the

         15  president of this organization.

         16                 It is a very serious organization and

         17  I appreciate the Committee's help in getting these

         18  credit card companies to stop this practice. It

         19  really is disgraceful.

         20                 Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

         21                 CHAIRPERSON DeBLASIO: Would any other

         22  members of the Committee care to make a comment

         23  before we vote?

         24                 Council Member Brewer.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: I just want to
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          2  thank Council Member Avella for bringing it to our

          3  attention.

          4                 CHAIRPERSON DeBLASIO: Okay, if the

          5  clerk would call the roll.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: DeBlasio.

          7                 CHAIRPERSON DeBLASIO: Aye.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Quinn.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: Yes.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Brewer.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Aye.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Serrano.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER SERRANO: Aye.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Stewart.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Aye.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: By a vote of five in

         17  the affirmative, zero in the negative and no

         18  abstentions, the resolution is adopted.

         19                 Council Members, please sign the

         20  Committee reports. Thank you.

         21                 CHAIRPERSON DeBLASIO: Please hold

         22  that vote open as well for our colleagues.

         23                 Thank you, everyone, for being here,

         24  and the meeting is adjourned.

         25                 (Hearing concluded at 11:41 a.m.)
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