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          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Welcome to

          3  the Stated Meeting of the City Council.

          4                 At this time I would like to call on

          5  the Finance Chairman of the City Council David

          6  Weprin to present his first proclamation.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Okay, could I

          8  have Mr. Herbert Weiss, and his family. The Rabbi

          9  Hecks. Rabbi Sheh Heck, Rabbi Shimon Heck, Rabbi

         10  Rimler, Jay Weiss and Lynn Weiss to come up, please.

         11  And Henry Martinez.

         12                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: If we could

         13  have the City Clerk read the proclamation.

         14                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: The Council, City

         15  of New York, Proclamation.

         16                 Whereas: The Council of the City of

         17  New York is pleased and proud to join the

         18  colleagues, family and friends of Herbert Weiss in

         19  recognition of countless decades of services for the

         20  greater community of New York City; and

         21                 Whereas: Embedded with a compelling

         22  desire to enhance the lives of his fellow citizens,

         23  through effective educational programs, Herbert has

         24  served for over 30 years as a member of the Board of

         25  Directors of the National Committee for the
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          2  furtherance of Jewish education, and by personality

          3  and heroic perseverance has held the position of his

          4  distinguished organization as vice president for 20

          5  years; and

          6                 Whereas: Recognizing that the

          7  clearest and most effective demonstration of

          8  leadership is to lead by example, Herbert has

          9  demonstrated great services by providing tables,

         10  desks, sofas, chairs and countless items from his

         11  furniture business in support of the National

         12  Committee for Furtherance of Jewish Education, as

         13  well as his recreational programs; and

         14                 Whereas: Through compassion, charity

         15  and goodwill, Herbert Weiss has undertaken a rich

         16  blend of social support services that has brought

         17  compassion, insight and hope to the many members of

         18  his community; now, therefore,

         19                 Be It Known: That the Council of the

         20  City of New York most gratefully honors Herbert

         21  Weiss for his contribution to the City of New York,

         22  and joins with his colleagues in celebrating the

         23  goodwill he has generated these many years.

         24                 Signed this 12th day of February in

         25  the year two thousand and three, Gifford Miller,
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          2  Speaker for the Entire Council; David I. Weprin,

          3  Council Member, 23rd District, Queens.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Okay, before I

          5  call on Mr. Weiss to say a few words, I just want to

          6  recognize the National Committee for the Furtherance

          7  of Jewish Education as an organization that I'm

          8  proud to say I've been on the Board for over ten

          9  years and is outstanding work for the entire City

         10  and State of New York.

         11                 We also had a very close friend of

         12  Herb Weiss here earlier, who many of you older folks

         13  may remember, and that's Ed Charles who was one of

         14  the 1969 Mets, when they won the world championship,

         15  and he was here earlier. Unfortunately, he had to

         16  leave, but he did come to pay his respects and to

         17  honor Mr. Herbert Weiss.

         18                 Mr. Weiss, would you like to say a

         19  few words?

         20                 MR. WEISS: Thank you very much.

         21                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Mr. Weiss, as

         22  the Majority Leader of the City Council, and on

         23  behalf of the Speaker of the City Council, we would

         24  like to congratulate you for the dedication you have

         25  shown the City and that you are a role model to
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          2  future leaders within the City of New York.

          3                 So, thank you very much for

          4  everything that you've done.

          5                 MR. WEISS: Thank you.

          6                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Next we're

          7  going to be calling on Council Member Barron to

          8  present his proclamation.

          9                 I will now hand the mic over to the

         10  distinguished Council Member Charles Barron.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Thank you very

         12  much. Ladies and gentlemen, I want to bring to your

         13  attention a leader in our community that deserves a

         14  big round of applause and that's the TWU leader

         15  Roger Toussaint. Roger Toussaint.

         16                 We are honored to honor him today for

         17  the intelligent, intellectual, cool-headed strategic

         18  leadership that he provided for this City around a

         19  serious, serious crisis.

         20                 We understand the pressure he was

         21  under, but he came out looking great as a leader,

         22  and we are all very, very proud of his leadership,

         23  and we have a special proclamation for him and the

         24  union today.

         25                 President Roger Toussaint.
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          2                 And will the Clerk read the

          3  proclamation, please.

          4                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: The Council, City

          5  of New York, Proclamation.

          6                 Whereas: The Council of the City of

          7  New York is pleased and proud to join families,

          8  family friends, and distinguished members of the

          9  community in honoring Roger Toussaint for his

         10  important civic contribution as President of TWU,

         11  Local 100; and

         12                 Whereas: As recent events have shown

         13  us Roger, President of TWU Local 100, is a dynamic

         14  leader committed to improving the working conditions

         15  and bettering the lives of thousands of our City's

         16  Transit workers; and

         17                 Whereas: A native of Trinidad, Mr.

         18  Toussaint has spent his life fighting injustice and

         19  striving to correct imbalances where the politically

         20  civic or educational;

         21                 Whereas: He is a highly skilled

         22  negotiator who has proven time and time again that

         23  even the toughest challenges can be met, overcome

         24  with insight, intelligence and commitment to one's

         25  goal. He has demonstrated the importance of an
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          2  ironclad will, and while at the same time he has

          3  shown the great virtue of being open and flexible to

          4  the concerns, opinions and needs of others; and

          5                 Whereas: Since being elected

          6  President of TWU Local 100, in December of 2000, he

          7  has been an inspiring leader who has built an

          8  impressive record of achievements, including major

          9  wage and benefit increases for 700 union members of

         10  Westchester Bus Company, a 28 percent increase and

         11  pension benefits, and a 51 percent in health

         12  benefits; and

         13                 Whereas, Be It Known, that the

         14  Council of the City of New York most gratefully

         15  honors Roger Toussaint for his aspiring leadership

         16  and outstanding civic service.

         17                 Signed this 8th day of January in the

         18  Year 2003, Gifford Miller, Speaker of the Entire

         19  Council; Charles Barron, Council Member 42nd

         20  District, Brooklyn.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Mr. Roger

         22  Toussaint.

         23                 MR. TOUSSAINT: I'd like to thank

         24  Council Member Barron and all the other Council

         25  members for this honor, this award, on behalf of all
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          2  Transit workers, in recognition of what we have

          3  accomplished in this contract struggle.

          4                 I think that the record will show

          5  that we took a major step to bring in Transit

          6  workers out from a plantation system that they were

          7  living under, and took a big step towards

          8  guaranteeing the health benefits, including

          9  prescription coverage for retirees for the first

         10  time ever, and including some recognition that the

         11  employer has more than an obligation than to just

         12  simply hand you a paycheck at the end of the week or

         13  every two weeks, but establishing a serious child

         14  care fund, and an education fund for the first time

         15  ever.

         16                 So, we are glad, we are happy with

         17  this recognition. The same thing that we are

         18  extremely concerned like everyone else is by the

         19  waves of fiscal attacks that are taking place on the

         20  people that deserve it and can afford it least, and

         21  it's real important that the same type of alliance

         22  that came together and played such a powerful role

         23  in supporting us in our contract struggle, labor,

         24  the various advocacy groups and elected officials of

         25  conscience who rallied around us and helped us

                                                            11

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  through our difficult contract fight, continue to

          3  strike that type of alliance to try to protect the

          4  City, New Yorkers, working and poor, that's

          5  desperately needed because we're under massive

          6  attack from several quarters.

          7                 Just let me finally say that today

          8  we're commemorating 150 years of Abraham Lincoln,

          9  and we've been assaulted by super agencies that are

         10  elected by no one and answerable to no one, so I'm

         11  very happy to spend time today with elected

         12  officials who know how they got here, who answer to

         13  the public. Thank you.

         14                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: As well, on

         15  behalf of the Speaker and on behalf of the entire

         16  Council, we want to say that this Council has stood

         17  by TWU since day one, and we are proud that due to

         18  your leadership the rest of the City of New York

         19  realizes the vital work that TWU workers actually

         20  provide to the City of New York.

         21                 Thank you for your leadership.

         22                 If we could also have the United

         23  Negro Foundation please come to the front, to the

         24  podium.

         25                 Another very important organization
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          2  to the City of New York, and I will again give the

          3  mic to Charles Barron.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Could I have

          5  your attention for a minute, please?

          6                 Thank you. We are here today to honor

          7  the United Negro College Fund. This is Black History

          8  Month and the work that they've done over the years,

          9  over the years to make sure that black colleges

         10  still exist, and we have access to higher education,

         11  and that we have access to affirmative action

         12  programs, or whatever is needed to access higher

         13  education, we are here today to honor the United

         14  Negro College Fund.

         15                 Let's give them a big hand-clap, and

         16  will the clerk please read the proclamation.

         17                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: The Council, City

         18  of New York, Proclamation.

         19                 Whereas: The Council of the City of

         20  New York is pleased and proud to join family,

         21  friends, and distinguished community members, in

         22  honoring the legacy of accomplishments, generosity

         23  of the United Negro College Fund;

         24                 Whereas: February being Black History

         25  Month is a time to celebrate and proudly extol the
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          2  cultural heritage of all people of African descent;

          3  it is also a time to reflect on the African-American

          4  experience, a time when we honor and remember, with

          5  special gratitude, the many illustrious achievements

          6  and contributions that African Americans have made

          7  to all aspects of our national life; and

          8                 Whereas: Today, we honor the United

          9  Negro College Fund, an organization that has been at

         10  the forefront of positive social and educational

         11  change within the African-American community for

         12  close to sixty years; and

         13                 Whereas: Since its founding in 1944,

         14  the United Negro College Fund has grown in strength

         15  and purpose to become the nation's oldest and most

         16  successful African-American higher education

         17  assistance organization; its mission is to enhance

         18  the quality of education by raising operating funds

         19  for its 39 member colleges and universities; and

         20                 Whereas: With the motto "A mind is a

         21  terrible thing to waste," the UNCF's programs have

         22  provided vital financial assistance for thousands of

         23  deserving students and have increased access to

         24  technology for students and faculty at historically

         25  Black colleges and universities across the nation;
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          2  and

          3                 Whereas: Countless alumni of these

          4  schools have gone on to distinguished careers and

          5  leadership roles in the fields of medicine,

          6  academia, art, politics and government, including

          7  Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., Leontyne Price,

          8  Spike Lee, Dr. David Satcher, U.S. Surgeon General,

          9  Poet Nikki Giovanni and Dr. Ruth Simmons, President

         10  of Brown University; and

         11                 Whereas: Although it is less than 60

         12  years old, the United Negro College Fund has already

         13  created an enduring and highly significant legacy of

         14  accomplishment; it's long and dedicated advocacy on

         15  behalf of African-Americans have made it one of our

         16  nation's most important benefactors and it is with

         17  great pride and a tremendous sense of gratitude that

         18  we honor it today; now, therefore,

         19                 Be It Known: That the Council of the

         20  City of New York honors the UNITED NEGRO COLLEGE

         21  FUND for its outstanding contribution to the

         22  education of the African-American community.

         23                 Signed this 12th day of February in

         24  the year Two Thousand and Three, Gifford Miller,

         25  Speaker for the Entire Council; Charles Barron,
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          2  Council Member, 42nd District, Brooklyn.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Thank you very

          4  much. And now we present this to Mr. Warren Williams

          5  on behalf of the former Congressman William Gray,

          6  who is President of the United Negro College Fund.

          7                 MR. WILLIAMS: Thank you. I would like

          8  to thank Council Member Charles Barron and the

          9  entire City Council for this honor.

         10                 For nearly 59 years, United Negro

         11  College Fund's primary mission has been to support

         12  its member, historically black colleges and

         13  University, and to increased access to higher

         14  education for students in need, because we believe

         15  that a mind is a terrible thing to waste.

         16                 On behalf of the College Fund, our

         17  leaders, William Gray, President and CEO, James

         18  Austin, Senior Vice President, Northeast Region, and

         19  our family of member colleges and universities, we

         20  thank you for this honor in recognition of our

         21  efforts.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Thank you.

         23                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: I would also

         24  like to add that with this organization in place and

         25  Charles Barron at the head of Higher Education in
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          2  the City Council, I feel very strong and proud that

          3  the future of our City of New York looks great.

          4                 Next I would like to call up Council

          5  Member McMahon to come to the front.

          6                 We are also being joined by Curtis

          7  High School. These are the champions. It's always

          8  great when we get to honor young adults in the City

          9  of New York, we always have to recognize what they

         10  do for us and what they contribute to our great

         11  City, and with that I will hand the mic over to

         12  Council Member McMahon.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Thank you,

         14  Mr. Deputy Speaker.

         15                 And to everyone, it is indeed my

         16  great honor to present to the City Council this

         17  year's PSAL football league champions.

         18                 They are from Curtis High School.

         19  They are not only the pride and joy of Staten

         20  Island, they are the pride and joy of New York City,

         21  and did I make that clear to everyone that they are

         22  from Staten Island, and they are the City Champs.

         23  That means they are the best football team in the

         24  whole City of New York, and they are from Staten

         25  Island and especially the North Shore in my
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          2  district. We are extremely proud of them.

          3                 I am joined by Coach Fred Oliveri and

          4  coach Peter Gambordella, and Peter McNamara, and

          5  they should be applauded not only for what they

          6  accomplished on the grid iron as we used to call it

          7  in my day, but what they accomplished in moulding

          8  these fine young men.

          9                 And I ask you all to look not only at

         10  this year's PSAL champs, but I ask you all to look

         11  into the eyes of our future in the City of New York,

         12  and these fine men are the future leaders of our

         13  City and our country.

         14                 Gentlemen, on behalf of the City

         15  Council we applaud you, and I would ask the clerk to

         16  read the proclamation.

         17                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: The Council, City

         18  of New York, Proclamation.

         19                 Whereas: The Council of the City of

         20  New York is pleased and proud to join family and

         21  friends in honoring the Curtis Warriors on winning

         22  the PSAL High School New York City Football

         23  Championship; and

         24                 Whereas: The Curtis Warriors are a

         25  group of young men that embody the idea of
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          2  excellence in sports and have shown us all what can

          3  be accomplished when each player steps up and puts

          4  the good of the team before himself; and

          5                 Whereas: The Warriors are a team

          6  brimming with talent and great promise and led by

          7  Coach Fred Oliveri, have taken their game to the

          8  next level, improving throughout the season and

          9  setting a standard of excellence on the field that

         10  is both challenging and intimidating for the

         11  opposition; and

         12                 Whereas: Whether stifling Fort

         13  Hamilton defensively through the heads-up playing of

         14  lineman Shemiah LaGrande, and Wayne Volpe,

         15  linebakers Damian McCaig and Ali Delgado, or safety

         16  Joe Bernard, or pounding the ball downfield on the

         17  explosive running of Sha-Ron Gutter, the Warriors

         18  have earned every hard-fought victory; and

         19                 Whereas: The Warriors, who captured

         20  their third PSAL city title in the last five years

         21  took their "A" game to teams all season long, ending

         22  with a very impressive 12-1 record; the team's

         23  commitment to the game and to each other reflects a

         24  professionalism and seriousness that will

         25  undoubtedly carry each player on to greater and
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          2  greater success, both on and off the field; and

          3                 Whereas: It is with a great sense of

          4  pride that we honor all members of the Curtis

          5  Warriors, a team that is truly deserving of the

          6  title of Champions; now, therefore,

          7                 Be It Known: That the Council of the

          8  City of New York honors THE CURTIS WARRIORS for

          9  their excellence on the field.

         10                 Signed this 12th day of February in

         11  the year Two Thousand and Three, Gifford Miller,

         12  Speaker for the Entire Council; Michael E. McMahon,

         13  Council Member, 49th District, Staten Island.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Thank you,

         15  Mr. Clerk. And I forgot to mention, what was the

         16  name of the team we beat in the final? Was that Fort

         17  Hamilton from Brooklyn?

         18                 Way to go, guys.

         19                 On behalf of the City Council, again,

         20  we salute you all. We wish you all the best in your

         21  careers as you move forward. Remember the great

         22  things that Coach Fred and all your coaches taught

         23  you on the grid iron, and we look forward to reading

         24  about you guys and hearing about your careers in the

         25  future.
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          2                 Thank you very much.

          3                 Coach Fred, a few words?

          4                 COACH OLIVERI: Thank you very much.

          5                 I really appreciate, I really want to

          6  thank Council Member McMahon for hosting us. It's an

          7  honor being up here. The team played outstanding up

          8  here all year, played hard, played as a team, and

          9  deservedly receive this recognition, and I want to

         10  thank everyone for supporting Curtis Football, and

         11  Curtis High School and public education. Thank you

         12  very much.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Thank you,

         14  Coach Oliveri.

         15                 Go Warriors! Thanks, guys.

         16                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Thank you.

         17                 If we can have Council Member Yvette

         18  Clarke please come to the front.

         19                 My fellow colleagues all assembled

         20  here today, it gives me great pride to bring to you

         21  one of the precious jewels of the 40th Council

         22  District, that being the New York Congregational

         23  Nursing Center.

         24                 Joining me today is Mr. Cecilia C.

         25  Zuckerman, Executive Vice President, Miss Irene
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          2  Carr, Director of Special Projects, Ms. Randa

          3  Gustella, Director of Public Relations and

          4  Development, Chet should be here as well, our

          5  Executive Chef, Kendall Christiansen, my neighbor

          6  and President of the Board of Directors, this

          7  congregational nursing center has won one of the

          8  most prestigious awards, it's the American

          9  Association of Homes and Services for Aging 2002

         10  Excellence In Practice Award for service to one of

         11  our favorite groups, the seniors, the elderly

         12  community, and for their culinary arts program.

         13                 I'd like you to give them a wonderful

         14  resounding round of applause while the clerk reads

         15  the proclamation.

         16                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: The Council, City

         17  of New York, Proclamation.

         18                 Whereas: The Council of the City of

         19  New York is pleased and proud to join family,

         20  friends and distinguished community members in

         21  honoring New York Congressional Nursing Center,

         22  recipient of the "American Association of Homes and

         23  Services for the Aging 2002 Excellence in Practice

         24  Award", and

         25                 Whereas: Seniors are important
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          2  members of society, individuals whose contributions

          3  have helped shape and inform the modern world;

          4  across decades and throughout the defining moments

          5  of the 20th century, we have all been enriched by

          6  the legacy of the senior community, one that has

          7  ensured the safety, progress and prosperity of our

          8  great country for generations to come; and

          9                 Whereas: In our City there are

         10  numerous programs, agencies and institutions that

         11  provide essential services to the elderly community

         12  and the community-at-large; and

         13                 Whereas: Today, we honor New York

         14  Congregational Nursing Center, a shining example of

         15  excellence among our City's Senior programs and

         16  winner of the "American Association of Homes and

         17  Services for the Aging 2002 Excellence in Practice

         18  Award"; and

         19                 Whereas: New York Congregational

         20  Nursing Center is a five year old, 200 bed, skilled

         21  nursing facility in East Flatbush, Brooklyn that

         22  values the contributions seniors have made to our

         23  country and is dedicated to improving the quality of

         24  life for all seniors in the community by providing a

         25  safe and welcoming environment for their needs; and
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          2                 Whereas: New York Congregational

          3  Nursing Center has distinguished itself in service

          4  to the senior community with its Culinary Arts

          5  program, which provides members the opportunity to

          6  prepare meals and recreates some of the simple

          7  privileges they enjoyed while living independently;

          8  and

          9                 Whereas: New York Congregational

         10  Nursing Center continues to maintain a high quality

         11  social environment for the elderly, one that

         12  respects the individuality and dignity of all

         13  persons; it has added great wealth to our City by

         14  ministering to the needs of our seniors and

         15  demonstrating that age is only a state of mind; now,

         16  therefore

         17                 Be It Known: That the Council of the

         18  City of New York honors NEW YORK CONGREGATIONAL

         19  NURSING CENTER for its dedication to the senior

         20  community of our City, and congratulates it on

         21  receiving "AMERICAN ASSOCIATION OF HOMES AND

         22  SERVICES FOR THE AGING 2002 EXCELLENCE IN PRACTICE

         23  AWARD".

         24                 Signed this 12th day of February in

         25  the year Two Thousand and Three, Gifford Miller,
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          2  Speaker for the Entire Council; Yvette D. Clarke,

          3  Council Member, 40th District, Brooklyn.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: We're going to

          5  have Celia Zuckerman address this on behalf of the

          6  nursing center, which also happens to be my

          7  landlord. I don't live at the center, I rent space.

          8                 MS. ZUCKERMAN: It would be a long

          9  time before you'd be living in the center.

         10                 I want to thank the Council members

         11  and thank our special Council Member Yvette Clarke

         12  for this wonderful honor today, and thank you

         13  Kendall Christiansen, who is here as President of

         14  our Board, representing the members of our Board in

         15  the community to thank all of you for this honor and

         16  thank you, my team. They did it.

         17                 Thank you.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: All right. And

         19  if you ever want a really great meal, you've got to

         20  check out the chef. He's fabulous.

         21                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: On behalf of

         22  the Speaker of the City of New York and on behalf of

         23  the entire Council, we want to say thank you for the

         24  good services you provide for the senior citizens in

         25  Brooklyn. Thank you very much.
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          2                 MS. ZUCKERMAN: Thank you.

          3                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Roll call.

          4                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Addabbo.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Here.

          6                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Avella.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Here.

          8                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Baez.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ: Here.

         10                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Barron.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Here.

         12                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Boyland.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: Here.

         14                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Brewer.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Here.

         16                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Clarke.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Here.

         18                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Comrie.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Here.

         20                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Davis.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER DAVIS: Present.

         22                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: DeBlasio.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEBLASIO: Present.

         24                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Dilan.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER MALAVE-DILAN: Here.
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          2                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Felder.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Here.

          4                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Fidler.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Here.

          6                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Foster.

          7                 (No response.)

          8                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gallagher.

          9                 (No response.)

         10                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gennaro.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Here.

         12                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gerson.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Here.

         14                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gioia.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: Here.

         16                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Golden.

         17                 (No response.)

         18                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Jackson.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Here.

         20                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Jennings.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER JENNINGS: Here.

         22                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Katz.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Here.

         24                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Koppell.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Here.
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          2                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Lanza.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER LANZA: Here.

          4                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Liu.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Here.

          6                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Lopez.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: Here.

          8                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Martinez.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Here.

         10                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: McMahon.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Here.

         12                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Monserrate.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Here.

         14                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Moskowitz.

         15                 (No response.)

         16                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Nelson.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Here.

         18                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Perkins.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Here.

         20                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Provenzano.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: Here.

         22                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Quinn.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: Here.

         24                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Recchia.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Here.
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          2                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Reed.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: Here.

          4                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Reyna.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: Here.

          6                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Sanders.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Here.

          8                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Seabrook.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Here.

         10                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Sears.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Here.

         12                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Serrano.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER SERRANO: Here.

         14                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Stewart.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Present.

         16                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Vallone.

         17                 (No response.)

         18                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Vann.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Here.

         20                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Weprin.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Present.

         22                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Yassky.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Here.

         24                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Oddo.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Here.
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          2                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Rivera.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: Here.

          4                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Speaker Miller.

          5                 SPEAKER MILLER: Here.

          6                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: A quorum is

          7  present.

          8                 Please rise for the Invocation.

          9                 REVEREND CAMP: Eternal God, our

         10  Father, we thank you for the privilege to stand in

         11  your presence, we thank you for health, and we thank

         12  you for strength.

         13                 I pray the Lord that as you supersede

         14  on these gatherings that you would bless every

         15  Councilperson, and all in whom they represent. As

         16  individuals I ask that you would bless their homes,

         17  their children, their wives and husbands and loved

         18  ones whom they are not able to see all of the time.

         19                 In the Lord I pray that your counsel

         20  of protection will continue to hover over this

         21  place, for we recognize in the process of decisions

         22  and arguments and debates that we invoke your

         23  presence in this place.

         24                 I pray, Lord, that you may grant

         25  health; I pray that you may grant inward peace.

                                                            30

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2                 This we ask, in your son Jesus we

          3  pray, amen.

          4                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: To spread

          5  the invocation in full, Council Member Barron.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Thank you,

          7  Madam Chair.

          8                 I want to thank Reverend Larry Camp

          9  from the Bethlehem Baptist Church in East New York.

         10  He's a great leader in our community and we

         11  certainly appreciate the invocation with that.

         12                 I make a motion to spread the

         13  Invocation in full upon the record.

         14                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         15                 Adoption of the Minutes.

         16                 Council Member Stewart.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Thank you.

         18                 I move the motion that the minutes of

         19  the Stated Meeting of January 8th and January 29th,

         20  2003 be adopted as printed.

         21                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         22                 Messages and Papers from the Mayor.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: None.

         24                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM:

         25  Communication from City, County and Borough Offices.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: M 425.

          3                 SPEAKER MILLER: Housing and

          4  Buildings.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: M 426 on page 1,

          6  through M 470 on page six.

          7                 SPEAKER MILLER: Transportation.

          8                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Petitions

          9  and communications.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: None.

         11                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Land Use

         12  Call-Ups.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: M 471.

         14                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on a call-up

         15  vote.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: M 472.

         17                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on a call-up

         18  vote.

         19                 At this point I will ask the clerk to

         20  call the roll on all items coupled on the Land Use

         21  Call-Up vote.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Addabbo.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Aye on all.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Avella.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Aye on all.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Baez.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ: Aye on all.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Barron.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Aye on all.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Boyland.

          7                 (No response.)

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Brewer.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Aye.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Clarke.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Aye on all.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Comrie.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Aye on all.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Davis.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER DAVIS: Aye on all.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: DeBlasio.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEBLASIO: Aye on all.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Dilan.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTIN-DILAN: Aye on

         20  all.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Felder.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Aye on all.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Fidler.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Aye on all.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Foster.
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          2                 (No response.)

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gallagher.

          4                 (No response.)

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gennaro.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Yes on all.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gerson.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Yes on all.

          9  And Madam Public Advocate, with permission of my

         10  colleagues, I would like at this time to vote yes on

         11  all coupled and general orders so I may attend to a

         12  medical matter in my family.

         13                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Thank you very

         15  much.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gioia.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: Yes to all.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gonzalez.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER GONZALEZ: Aye on all.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jackson.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Aye on all.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jennings.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER JENNINGS: Aye on all.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Katz.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Aye on all.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Koppell.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Aye.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lanza.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER LANZA: Aye.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Liu.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Yes on all.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lopez.

          9                 (No response.)

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Martinez.

         11                 (No response.)

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: McMahon.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Aye on all.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Monserrate.

         15                 (No response.)

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Nelson.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Aye on all.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Perkins.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Aye on all.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Provenzano.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: Aye.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Quinn.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: Aye.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Recchia.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Aye on all.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reed.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: Aye on all.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reyna.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: Aye on all.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sanders.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Yes to all.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Seabrook.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Aye.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sears.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Aye on all.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Serrano.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER SERRANO: Aye on all.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Stewart.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Yes on all.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vallone.

         17                 (No response.)

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vann.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Aye on all.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Weprin.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Aye on all.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Yassky.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Aye on all.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Monserrate.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Aye on
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          2  all.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Martinez.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Aye on all.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lopez.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: Aye on all.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Oddo.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Yes.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Rivera.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA:  Aye.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Speaker Mr. Miller.

         12                 SPEAKER MILLER: Aye.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Boyland.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: Aye on all.

         15                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Land Use

         16  Call-Up vote, 45 in the affirmative, zero in the

         17  negative.

         18                 Communication from the Speaker.

         19                 SPEAKER MILLER: This is the point

         20  where I communicate, correct?

         21                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: It is

         22  indeed.

         23                 SPEAKER MILLER: We have a number of

         24  important pieces of important legislation today that

         25  we're voting on, and I want to ask one particular
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          2  piece of legislation that I think is critically

          3  important for this body, for the City access to

          4  training and education bill, which is critically

          5  important for ensuring that we actually

          6  successfully, that we actually successfully ensure

          7  that New Yorkers have a real opportunity to get to

          8  work.

          9                 Because what this bill is about is

         10  getting New Yorkers off of welfare, and into real

         11  jobs that they can provide for their families from.

         12  And we know from the experience of other

         13  jurisdictions that a diverse opportunity, not just

         14  workfare but also access to training and education,

         15  but all in the concept of providing work is exactly

         16  the response that has the best results, and

         17  particularly now when our economy is struggling,

         18  when it's hard to find jobs, we should not be

         19  placing obstacles between people and work, and there

         20  is no doubt that providing access to training and

         21  education removes obstacles between people and work

         22  and I'd like to ask the chair of the General Welfare

         23  Committee who worked very, very hard on this

         24  legislation, Bill DeBlasio, to say a few words on

         25  this subject, as well.

                                                            38

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER DeBLASIO: Thank you,

          3  Mr. Speaker.

          4                 I want to tell you, there's been a

          5  lot of heroes in the effort to bring this bill to

          6  fruition and I want to speak to the substance of it,

          7  but I first and foremost want to thank the Speaker

          8  and Council Member Bill Perkins, the originator of

          9  this bill in the last session, for their tremendous

         10  help and so many staff members of all of ours who

         11  worked so hard on this and community organizations,

         12  including ACORN, Urban Justice Center, Legal Aid

         13  Society, Make The Road By Walking, Welfare Rights

         14  Initiative, FURY, Community Voices Heard and the

         15  Welfare Law Center. It's a tremendous group

         16  coalition effort. But substance is the part I want

         17  to dwell on for just one moment.

         18                 The Speaker is absolutely right, this

         19  is a bill that helps people get to real jobs in the

         20  real private sector economy. The private sector

         21  economy, that the Mayor rightfully pointed out in

         22  the State of the City Speech will be economy based

         23  on information and technology. That's what people

         24  have to be prepared for. They need a GED or an

         25  associate's degree or a college degree or computer

                                                            39

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  training. They need real training to be able to make

          3  it in the competitive economy of today.

          4                 We have taken the inspiration for

          5  this bill, for a number of efforts in Washington,

          6  including a bipartisan effort led by Republican

          7  Center Olivia Snow of Maine, which really focused

          8  national attention on the need to mix work with

          9  training and education for the best result, and it's

         10  been proven nationally that a mix of work plus

         11  training and education is what works, it's been

         12  proven in California, in Oregon, and throughout the

         13  country in various local examples.

         14                 So, I ask all my colleagues to please

         15  support Intro. 93-A today. It will truly help New

         16  Yorkers get to good paying jobs and become

         17  self-sufficient so they can provide for their

         18  families. Thank you.

         19                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you.

         20                 I also want to give an opportunity,

         21  as you said, to one of the prime sponsors and the

         22  prime movers behind this bill, the Deputy Majority

         23  Leader Bill Perkins, to say a few words on this

         24  subject as well.

         25                 Bill.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Thank you

          3  very much, Mr. Speaker. And I want to thank

          4  especially Bill DeBlasio, and the General Welfare

          5  Committee and his extraordinary staff, that

          6  sheperded this piece of legislation so successfully

          7  to his committee and to this body.

          8                 I can't urge my colleagues enough in

          9  support of this legislation. I subtitle it the

         10  "Helen Perkins Bill" named after my mother who was

         11  a public welfare recipient, and when this bill first

         12  came up last year, she made sure that I was a

         13  sponsor of this bill, that I was a lead sponsor of

         14  this bill, because she understood as a woman who was

         15  on public assistance raising three boys by herself

         16  how valuable training, access to training and

         17  education would be, in order to overcome the

         18  obstacles that she suffered as a single mother

         19  raising four boys, and how if we are truly going to

         20  do welfare reform in this society, that this is the

         21  type of legislation that we need to provide.

         22                 And it's an extraordinary compliment

         23  to this Council and to this Speaker that we're

         24  taking such leadership, which I believe will ring

         25  loudly nationally, and make us proud to be in a City

                                                            41

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  Council that is able to do this for so many families

          3  in need of assistance.

          4                 Thank you very much.

          5                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you. And I just

          6  want to close by saying I think that's exactly

          7  right, this really will send a message nationally

          8  that you can have a balanced approach, that you can

          9  legislate one of the toughest work requirements in

         10  the country, but if you're going to legislate the

         11  toughest work requirement in the country, you have

         12  to make it possible for people to get work.

         13                 And, so, we know for a fact that

         14  access to training and education works. We know that

         15  people want to get it, we should not stand between

         16  people and their college degrees, which should be

         17  helping them with their college degrees. That's what

         18  this bill is about. It's about getting people into

         19  jobs that they need for themselves and their

         20  families, empowering them and the City at large, and

         21  we hope this certainly sends a message nationally,

         22  and that concludes the communication from the

         23  Speaker.

         24                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Discussion

         25  of General Orders.
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          2                 Council Member Barron.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Thank you,

          4  Madam Chair. I certainly rise to support the access

          5  to training and education bill, but I also want to

          6  bring to the attention to my colleagues

          7  preconsidered resolution 723, a resolution approving

          8  membership changes to certain standing committees,

          9  chairs and allowances.

         10                 I want to urge you to vote against

         11  that resolution. I don't think that we should use

         12  the City Council leadership to punish those who

         13  don't vote in favor of the things that leadership

         14  wants. This is a democracy. Those especially within

         15  a fresh democracy council, we fought very hard for

         16  democratic rules of the City Council. To now use

         17  leadership and power to punish those who are voting

         18  against, particularly the property tax, I think is

         19  wrong. And I think we should really reconsider that,

         20  if there is going to be a leadership vote, then

         21  let's have some discussion on it.

         22                 At least this should have been

         23  chaired until we had a chance to discuss what a

         24  leadership vote is. We cannot impose it after the

         25  fact.
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          2                 This is wrong, it should be at least

          3  delayed until we have further discussion, and I want

          4  to encourage the City Council to have democracy and

          5  have everybody vote freely to vote as they choose

          6  without punishment.

          7                 You could be next, and I want to urge

          8  you to vote against that until we have a chance to

          9  have full discussion.

         10                 Thank you, Madam Chair.

         11                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Councilman

         12  Jennings.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER JENNINGS: Good

         14  morning, Public advocate. I just wanted to discuss

         15  --

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Point of

         17  order, Madam Chair.

         18                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Yes, Council

         19  Member.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: I'm a little

         21  unclear with respect to the manner in which the

         22  rules provide for this, but I know that the rules

         23  provide for the uncoupling of certain matters and

         24  the separate consideration thereof.

         25                 This matter, while it has not been
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          2  called up yet, and I realize that we have discussion

          3  of general orders, but I don't want to miss the

          4  opportunity to respectfully request that this matter

          5  be uncoupled from general orders.

          6                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Yes, the

          7  matter will be laid aside and discussed separately.

          8  Thank you, Council member.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Thank you.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER JENNINGS: Should I

         11  yield my discussion until later then?

         12                 I'll wait when the matter comes up

         13  and discuss it then?

         14                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Okay, so

         15  ordered.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER JENNINGS: Can I be

         17  first to discuss that, please?

         18                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: You can,

         19  yes.

         20                 Council Member Fidler.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: I almost feel

         22  it's anti-climatic now, Public Advocate.

         23                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: You're never

         24  anti-climatic.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: I'm rising to
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          2  ask my colleagues to support Intro. 322-A which is

          3  the Sports Youth Code of Conduct Bill.

          4                 Some people I don't think understand

          5  the bill all that clearly, so I just want to make it

          6  as clear as possible before we vote.

          7                 The bill contains a model code of

          8  conduct that may be used by any youth group in the

          9  City of New York, or any youth code of conduct that

         10  they choose in its place, and it then gives those

         11  groups the right to enforce that code of conduct in

         12  the face of repeated and egregious violations. It

         13  applies to all youth groups that use City

         14  facilities, get City funding.

         15                 It empowers those groups to try and

         16  nip in the bud, the kind of horrible incident that

         17  we've all read about and seen nationally where

         18  somebody takes a poke at the coach and causes

         19  injury, try and nip them in the bud so that we can

         20  make sure that the events that we hold for our young

         21  people in this City show good sportsmanship, good

         22  conduct, fair play, teach them the right things, and

         23  remind everybody that youth sports events are about

         24  the kids.

         25                 I would ask all of my colleagues to

                                                            46

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  join in voting aye on 322-A. Thank you.

          3                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          4  Member Oddo.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Thank you, Madam

          6  Public Advocate.

          7                 In keeping with the can't we all get

          8  along mode, I would rise to also talk about the bill

          9  that Council Member Lew Fidler that just spoke

         10  about, Intro. 322-A, and I rise to commend him on

         11  this piece of legislation, and I know there's some

         12  folks out there who have been critical of it, but I

         13  think in an era where we read headlines, "Soccer

         14  Referee Stabbed,"; "School Athlete Suspended After

         15  Two Referees Hospitalized"; "Sleeper Hole Leads To

         16  Disqualification"; in an era where 19,000 members of

         17  the National Association of Sports Officials are

         18  actually offered assault assurance so if and when

         19  they are attacked they have some medical protection,

         20  I think that it's right for this body to be talking

         21  about this issue, and I commend Council Member

         22  Fidler on this bill. Is it the silver bullet? No. Is

         23  it the baseline? Absolutely, yes. Should we be doing

         24  more than this? I absolutely agree.

         25                 New Rockney once said that "one man
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          2  practicing sportsmanship is far better than 50

          3  preaching it." And I know it may sound that there

          4  are 51 Council Members preaching it, but I think

          5  somebody has to talk about this.

          6                 I just want to let all my colleagues

          7  know that there is a program that I'm going to be

          8  pursuing on Staten Island. I'm going to be inviting

          9  my two colleagues on Staten Island to join with me.

         10  It's presented by the St. Barnabas Health Care

         11  System. It's called "Rediscovering Youth

         12  Sportsmanship," and it's the program designed with

         13  parents and coaches and officials.

         14                 Council Member Fidler's bill is the

         15  beginning. There's lots more that each of us can do,

         16  and if any one of my colleagues has a situation in

         17  his or her district the way we have on Staten

         18  Island, I would invite them to get information about

         19  this program, and I just want to congratulate Lew on

         20  something that I think is an important thing. Thank

         21  you.

         22                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         23  Member Koppell.

         24                 Council Member Reed.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: Thank you, Madam
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          2  Public Advocate.

          3                 I rise to speak on 257-A, the "cell

          4  phone bill," as it's more commonly referred to, and

          5  I want to thank my colleagues for their support on

          6  this bill, the first time, and the Committee has

          7  voted it back out and on to the floor.

          8                 You know, obviously I've been asked a

          9  lot of questions about this, and it's simply a

         10  quality of life issue. This is not an anti-mayor

         11  vote, but it's a pro-paying patron vote. It is

         12  really that simple. And I want to applaud my

         13  colleagues in terms of the other issues that we are

         14  grappling with today in terms of helping people rise

         15  up from welfare to work, and some of the other

         16  substantive issues that we're looking at.

         17                 This is a quality of life of people

         18  in this City who find themselves stressed between

         19  high alert, alarm alert, and whether or not they've

         20  got a job and all that, they just simply want to go

         21  to the movies and have about an hour and a half of

         22  peace and quiet, where they pay $10. Nothing more to

         23  this. We're not making a statement to the Mayor

         24  about his concern about it, we're simply making a

         25  statement of the City Council and the authority we
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          2  have to do that. I want to thank my colleagues in

          3  advance for their support.

          4                 Thank you.

          5                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          6  Member Yassky.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Yes. Thank you

          8  very much. I want to speak in support of Intro.

          9  282-A which deals with the J-51 extension, and I

         10  know that the Housing and Buildings Committee has

         11  worked on this extensively, and I commend in

         12  particular Chair Provenzano for her work on this.

         13                 I want to register a couple of

         14  concerns, but nonetheless express my support for the

         15  extension. This is a program I think we should all

         16  be aware that costs money. It doesn't show up in the

         17  Expense Budget, but it does cost the City

         18  approximately $160 million a year, and what it does

         19  is it helps building owners renovate their housing

         20  stock.

         21                 I think most of this money is well

         22  spent, and so I will support the extension of the

         23  program. I do believe that the program could be

         24  tightened and that in these difficult budget times,

         25  we have to make sure that every dollar of public
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          2  spending is getting the maximum effect, and I know

          3  that the Chair of the Committee and the Speaker's

          4  Office is committed to seeking from the Department

          5  of Housing Preservation and Development some better

          6  data about who exactly receives the J-51 benefit,

          7  and what it is used for that would allow us to

          8  evaluate how we can tighten up the program to get

          9  the maximum bang for the buck.

         10                 So, with that understanding I want to

         11  express my support for the bill. Thank you very

         12  much.

         13                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         14  Member Sanders.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Madam Public

         16  Advocate, I ask that the Council forgive me, I must

         17  go to a previously scheduled appointment, but I do

         18  want to vote yes on all matters before I leave.

         19                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         20  I'm sorry I couldn't hear you.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Thank you.

         22                 And on the matter that has been laid

         23  aside.

         24                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         25                 Council Member Brewer.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Thank you.

          3                 I just want to talk about the J-51,

          4  282-A. I will support it but I want to second what

          5  Council Member Yassky stated, that it does cost the

          6  City money.

          7                 I also want to mention that as

          8  someone who worked in the City Council in the 1980s,

          9  I do have a bad taste for this tax abatement because

         10  it did destroy the viability of affordable housing

         11  in single room occupancy buildings, in my opinion.

         12  That law has been changed, so now J-51 has an

         13  affordability clause. And I mention all of this,

         14  because I think that there are still some geographic

         15  challenges, meaning that there are portions that get

         16  tax abatement that may not need them under this

         17  continuation.

         18                 And secondly, this bill, according to

         19  HPD, the purpose is to move the renovation of

         20  buildings that are vacant at the present time, and

         21  that owners are not rehabbing for housing and in

         22  this case for affordable housing a good thing. But I

         23  would question exactly how the rent structure is

         24  calculated for some of these projects.

         25                 The good news is that we have the
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          2  commitment of HPD and the City Council staff to look

          3  carefully at J-51, and at 421-A and B to see exactly

          4  how they work.

          5                 Because I know we're going to have

          6  further discussions when the vote comes I will vote

          7  for it. But I want everyone to be cautioned to say

          8  that each one of these extensions needs to be looked

          9  at carefully, and if there is such a project in your

         10  district, please pay close attention.

         11                 Thank you.

         12                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Council Member

         13  David.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER DAVIS: Yes, thank you,

         15  Madam Public Advocate.

         16                 This is tough to do, because it goes

         17  against what my chair, well, when I was a member of

         18  the Consumer Affairs Committee, as I am still,

         19  restricting the use of public mobile telephones in a

         20  place of public performance.

         21                 This is dealing with the Mayor's veto

         22  of this particular bill that made it through a City

         23  Council.

         24                 I voted against it the first time

         25  around. I felt that people talking on a cell phone
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          2  is rude, I feel that it's inappropriate, and you

          3  shouldn't do it.

          4                 I also think you shouldn't talk,

          5  period, in a place of public performance. I think

          6  that's rude and inappropriate also.

          7                 I'm concerned that we should not have

          8  a police state. And I happen to be a retired police

          9  officer, we should not have a police state and we

         10  should not  -- we don't want to be a Council that

         11  passes laws just to be passing laws, and I think in

         12  this particular instance on this particular bill, I

         13  think that I am encouraging my colleagues to say no.

         14                 I don't always agree with the Mayor,

         15  but on this particular cell phone, I am encouraging

         16  my colleagues to say no to it on Intro. 257-A.

         17                 It's wrong to talk, it's

         18  inappropriate, it's rude, but it should not be

         19  considered illegal.

         20                 Thank you, Madam Public Advocate.

         21                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you.

         22                 Report of Special Committee.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: None.

         24                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Report of

         25  Standing Committees.

                                                            54

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Report of the

          3  Committee on Consumer Affairs.

          4                 Intro. 257-A.

          5                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

          6  General Order Calendar.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: M-411.

          8                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled to be filed.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reports on the

         10  Committee on Housing and Buildings.

         11                 Intro. 282-A.

         12                 SPEAKER MILLER: Amended and coupled

         13  on the General Order Calendar.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Intro. 283-A.

         15                 SPEAKER MILLER: Amended and coupled

         16  on the General Order Calendar.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reports from the

         18  Committee on Land Use.

         19                 LU 292 and companion Reso 705.

         20                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

         21  General Order Calendar.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: LU 296 and companion

         23  Reso 706.

         24                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: LU 297 and companion
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          2  Reso 707.

          3                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: LU 309 and companion

          5  Reso 708.

          6                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: LU 312 and companion

          8  Reso 709.

          9                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: LU 322 and companion

         11  Reso 710.

         12                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: LU 328 and companion

         14  Reso 711.

         15                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: LU 333 and companion

         17  712.

         18                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: LU 334 and companion

         20  Reso 713.

         21                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: LU 338 and companion

         23  Reso 714.

         24                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: LU 341 and companion
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          2  Reso 715.

          3                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: LU 344 and companion

          5  Reso 716.

          6                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: LU 345 and companion

          8  Reso 717.

          9                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: LU 346 and companion

         11  Reso 718.

         12                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: LU 347 and companion

         14  Reso 719.

         15                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: LU 350 and companion

         17  Reso 720.

         18                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reports of the

         20  Committee on Rules, Privileges and Elections.

         21                 Preconsidered 473 and companion Reso

         22  721.

         23                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Preconsidered Reso

         25  722.
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          2                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reports of the

          4  Committee on Youth Services.

          5                 Intro. 322-A.

          6                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

          7                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: General

          8  Order Calendar.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Intro. 93-A.

         10                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

         11  General Order Calendar.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Resolution appointing

         13  various persons Commissioner of Deeds.

         14                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

         15  General Order Calendar.

         16                 At this point I'd ask the Clerk to

         17  call the roll on all items coupled on the General

         18  Order Calendar.

         19                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Regarding

         20  Intro. 257-A, shall the bill pass, the objection of

         21  the Mayor notwithstanding.

         22                 Roll call.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Addabbo.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Aye.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Avella.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Aye.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Baez.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ: Aye.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Barron.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Aye.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Boyland.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: Pass.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Brewer.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Aye. And I'm

         11  very pleased about the bill that's passing that

         12  allows returning students to really return.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Clarke.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Aye on all.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Comrie.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Aye on all.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Davis.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER DAVIS: Permission to

         19  explain my vote?

         20                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER DAVIS: As I just spoke

         22  about the cell phone, I believe it is Intro. 257-A,

         23  I want to commend Chairman Phil Reed who is the

         24  Chairman of the Consumer Affairs Committee. I

         25  understood his passion. He was very gracious in
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          2  making an argument. But it just did not go far

          3  enough for me. When it comes to the law, I'm very

          4  sensitive, and I think that there is a difference,

          5  and I want to make it very clear to people, I think

          6  there's a difference between rude and inappropriate

          7  and illegal. Talking in a movie theater in a public

          8  place is rude, but it does not reach the level of

          9  illegal. We should not live in a police state.

         10                 So, I vote aye on all, and I agree

         11  with the Mayor in Intro. 257-A and I vote no.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: DeBlasio.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEBLASIO: Aye on all.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Dilan.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: Madam Advocate,

         16  may I be excused to explain my vote?

         17                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: I would like to

         19  vote aye on all coupled general orders, with the

         20  exception of 257-A, which I vote no.

         21                 I voted no on the first time around

         22  for this bill, and at that time I had suggested that

         23  this body consider a rule change to ban the use of

         24  cell phones on the floor and within Committee Room

         25  and I would like to deal with that issue very soon.
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          2                 Additionally, I have a problem with

          3  imposing a $50 fine to citizens of New York City

          4  whom use their cell phones in the movie theaters.

          5                 I know it's an unenforceable bill,

          6  and that's not the basis of which my no-vote goes

          7  for, but just the principal that there is a fine

          8  there, and additionally I believe that this is an

          9  item that shouldn't be legislated. Thank you very

         10  much.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Felder.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: I don't

         13  understand what's going on. What are we voting on?

         14                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: General

         15  Order Calendar.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Everything on

         17  the General Order Calendar? Okay, so I pass, period.

         18                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Simcha, with

         19  the exception of Reso 723.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: So I pass on

         21  all.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Fidler.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Madam Public

         24  Advocate, may I explain my vote, please?

         25                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: I'm voting aye

          3  on all. I want to reiterate on the cell phone bill

          4  that we have no belief out in the hintalands of

          5  Brooklyn that the police are going to come into our

          6  movie theaters, but certainly we'll have no belief

          7  that we'll ever see an usher in our movie theaters

          8  either.

          9                 However, Council Member Reed was very

         10  persuasive in pointing out that when we're sitting,

         11  waiting for the movie to start and they run that

         12  slide that says please turn off your cell phone and

         13  put it on vibrate, it's the law, that more people

         14  will be inclined to comply, and for that sole

         15  benefit I think the bill is worthwhile and I vote

         16  aye on all.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gennaro.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: I vote aye. I

         19  also ask permission to vote on preconsidered Reso

         20  723, because I have to go back in my district. I

         21  vote aye on that as well.

         22                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Thank you.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gioia.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: Yes to all.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gonzalez.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER GONZALEZ: Aye on all.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jackson.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Aye on all.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jennings.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER JENNINGS: I vote aye

          8  on all.

          9                 If I can get some clarification on

         10  leadership? Is 257-A a leadership vote, if somebody

         11  could help me out? I need to know. Okay, thank you.

         12                 I vote aye on all, except for Intro.

         13  257-A. I'm afraid that this legislation may be

         14  unfairly enforced in some neighborhoods over other

         15  neighborhoods, and this is just another attempt to

         16  have another so-called tax on my constituents, and I

         17  don't think -- I think our constituents have been

         18  taxed enough. I vote no.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Katz.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Madam Public

         21  Advocate, leave to explain my vote?

         22                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: As many of you

         24  may recall -- I vote aye on all. But just to

         25  explain, as many of you may recall, I abstained on
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          2  the cell phone vote at the last, in the December

          3  stated meeting. I abstained for the reasons that I

          4  had some serious concerns about legislating too much

          5  moral behavior in the City of New York. Although I

          6  do believe that this legislation will prove to be

          7  very useful because of the idea of saying in the

          8  movie theaters that it is now illegal, please turn

          9  off your cell phones. I think it will benefit a lot

         10  of folks. But most importantly, this is a vote that

         11  was approved of by most of the City Council. This

         12  legislative body has made a decision to make talking

         13  on a cell phone illegal. I will vote with the

         14  legislative body, and with that, I vote aye.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Koppell.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Request

         17  permission to explain my vote?

         18                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: I'm going to

         20  vote aye on all.

         21                 On the cell phone bill, the

         22  discussion has centered around the us of cell phones

         23  in the movie theater, which is indeed disturbing.

         24  But in some ways far less disturbing than the use of

         25  cell phones in places of public performance.
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          2                 As a member of the Consumer

          3  Committee, who participated in the broadly announced

          4  hearings of Chairman Green, and I want to appreciate

          5  -- Reed, I'm sorry -- and I want to appreciate what

          6  Chairman Reed did to allow this to be heard. We had

          7  testimony from actors and actresses that when they

          8  are interrupted by cell phones, it breaks their

          9  concentration and makes it difficult for them to

         10  continue their performance.

         11                 In connection with musical

         12  performance, you can imagine how disturbing it is to

         13  a musician, especially when the cell phone actually

         14  plays some sort of jingle as part of its

         15  notification system.

         16                 And, so, as important as it may be to

         17  discourage use in movie theaters, I think it is

         18  particularly important to discourage use in places

         19  of public performance.

         20                 It is true, it is true obviously that

         21  this cannot be enforced each time someone breaks it,

         22  and neither can spitting on the sidewalk, neither

         23  can no smoking, and a host of other laws we have on

         24  the books because they regulate conduct in a serious

         25  manner for important reasons and most people happen
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          2  to obey the law.

          3                 You know, the United States is known

          4  for the fact that people obey by and large the tax

          5  laws. In other countries there's rampant tax

          6  evasion. We are proud of the fact that United

          7  States, most people obey the law. And when it says

          8  that's the law, I think it will have force with most

          9  people, and those few that it doesn't have force

         10  with, maybe once or twice they will get arrested and

         11  pay a $50 fine. So be it. This is a good bill.

         12  Chairman Reed is to be complimented on his

         13  persistence. I vote aye on all, including the

         14  override of the Mayor's veto.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lanza.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER LANZA: Pass.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Liu.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Madam Chair, may

         19  I be excused to explain my vote?

         20                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: I vote yes on all

         22  items with the exception of Intro. 257-A, in which I

         23  feel compelled to vote no, not because I think that

         24  people ought to be allowed to use cell phones in

         25  places of public performance, but simply because
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          2  using your cell phone while during a public

          3  performance is simply rude behavior. It is one of a

          4  whole assortment of rude behaviors, rude and crude

          5  behaviors that New Yorkers should know better than

          6  to engage in, and if we start down this road, then

          7  there will be many, many other bills that we will

          8  have to pass so that people will get the message,

          9  and ultimately it takes the responsibility away from

         10  the individual person to know what's right and

         11  what's wrong.

         12                 Thank you.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lopez.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: Pass.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Martinez.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Aye on all,

         17  and I'll keep my phone on vibrator.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: McMahon.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Aye on all.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Monserrate.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Madam

         22  Chair, I'd like to, specifically regarding Intro.

         23  257-A, I abstain, and aye on the rest.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Nelson.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: May I be
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          2  excused to explain my vote?

          3                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Thank you,

          5  Madam Public Advocate.

          6                 I understand the Mayor's point of

          7  view, but I understand Phil Reed's more in that.

          8                 The theater experience, the movie

          9  experience, there's a lot taken away from it with

         10  these interruptions. Will anybody be arrested? Well,

         11  that's yet to be seen?

         12                 Is there an off-duty cop that might

         13  just want to ruin his evening and arrest somebody,

         14  give a ticket? I don't know.

         15                 It might be an off-duty cop getting

         16  the phone call for all we know, and who is going to

         17  arrest him. But it will, I believe, put a theme into

         18  the psyche of movie-goers, or theater-goers, and I

         19  think that's important. They know that they can get

         20  in trouble, they can pay a fine, and for that alone

         21  I believe it's worth it.

         22                 I vote aye on all.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Perkins.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: May I please

         25  be excused to explain my vote?
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          2                 I want to vote aye on all. First I

          3  want to commend my colleague Phil Reed for his

          4  persistence with regard to the cell phone law and

          5  especially since it doesn't seem to apply to City

          6  Council -- I'm not going to start, but in any case,

          7  I just want to say that I believe it's an important

          8  piece of legislation. In terms of just civil

          9  behavior and a message to the public about the use

         10  of the phones.

         11                 I also want to take a moment to

         12  explain my vote with regard to Reso 723.

         13                 Since it's been laid aside, I

         14  understand at another time I'll speak to it.

         15                 Then I would like to abstain on

         16  Intro. 322-A, but in doing so I want to say to

         17  Council Member Lew Fidler, who is the Chair of our

         18  Youth Committee, that you did a rather commendable

         19  job in addressing this matter. It was an

         20  extraordinary participation in terms of the various

         21  groups that came to participate in the healthiness

         22  of the debate, the openness of the process, as well

         23  as the fact that you have developed a model for

         24  those who might not be so inclined to develop one on

         25  their own.
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          2                 However, I'm of the opinion that at

          3  this point in time I'm not going to be able to

          4  support this, since in my community there was a

          5  difference of opinion, but nevertheless, there is an

          6  appreciation from the Harlem Little League for the

          7  work that you have done.

          8                 Thank you very much.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Provenzano.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: I vote no

         11  on 93-A, and yes on everything else. Thank you.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Quinn.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: If I could be

         14  excused to explain my vote?

         15                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: I vote aye

         16  on all and I just wanted to add my voice to those

         17  congratulating Chairperson DeBlasio and his staff

         18  for their great work on this bill.

         19                 I vote aye on all.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Recchia.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Aye on all.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reed.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: Aye on all.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reyna.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: Aye on all.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Seabrook.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Madam Public

          4  Advocate, if I may be excused to explain my vote,

          5  please?

          6                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: I rise today

          8  in support of all the legislation that's here, in

          9  particular, as you know, the last vote on the cell

         10  phone issue I voted against it because I felt that

         11  it wasn't the proper thing to do. And after the

         12  hearings that I saw and the Chairman being as

         13  persuasive and determined to make this happen, I

         14  felt that it would be in the best interest to have

         15  this as a part of the legislative process so that we

         16  can have it as a law, because it can in some way be

         17  a deterrent and hopefully that people will get the

         18  message about a sense of respect, responsibility,

         19  and so I commend the Chairman for a job well done.

         20  So, I change my vote from the past to a no to a yes

         21  vote.

         22                 Thank you.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sears.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Permission to

         25  explain my vote?
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          2                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Madam Chair,

          4  thank you.

          5                 I am voting aye on all, but I would

          6  like to make a comment on 257-A, if I may.

          7                 I've heard a lot of reasons that it's

          8  unenforceable and that we must be very careful that

          9  we don't infringe upon the rights of others.

         10                 I believe that adults that are

         11  discourteous and do what they do with these cell

         12  phones, that's one issue. I have been in classrooms,

         13  going to the classes in the schools in my district.

         14  I have heard cell phones go off by the students,

         15  total disrespect for their teachers and for their

         16  peers.

         17                 If it does anything else, this bill

         18  will help us to educate, because then young people

         19  know they're violating the law, I think it is one of

         20  the finest instruments to help them to understand

         21  human decency and courtesy.

         22                 And I thank Chairman Reed, because we

         23  have an obligation not only to pass and protect the

         24  rights of other people and loans and mortgages and

         25  usurious rates, we have a responsibility to educate
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          2  right from wrong, I truly believe that.

          3                 So, I vote aye on all.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Serrano.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER SERRANO: Aye on all.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Stewart.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Aye on all.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vann.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: May I explain my

         10  vote, Madam?

         11                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Thank you.

         13                 I think, I don't believe I'm more

         14  observant than other citizens, maybe it's a matter

         15  of longevity, but I have observed and experienced

         16  and witnessed change in behavior within our City and

         17  within our Society in general, that we could

         18  consider discourteous and rude and crude, I do not

         19  believe that we can legislate human behavior, but I

         20  do think there are instances and areas where we

         21  ought to send an example and send a message, and I

         22  think the phone bill, the cell bill, that which we

         23  are overturning the Mayor's veto, is correct.

         24                 I think it sends a message. I think

         25  it does not solve the fundamental problem, but it
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          2  does let the citizens know that there are things

          3  that we should not do, and I think people who are

          4  good citizens and people of goodwill, will take that

          5  law and influence others under their control,

          6  whether it's family members, friends and so forth.

          7  So, it's the right thing to go.

          8                 Just as I think the ban against toy

          9  guns, which will be coming up, is a similar issue,

         10  we can't control it, totally, its behavior, but we

         11  need to say there are certain things that we should

         12  not do, and I this is such a bill. I think it's

         13  important, and I, along with all the others, I vote

         14  aye.

         15                 Thank you, Madam Chair.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Weprin.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Aye on all.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Yassky.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Aye on all.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Barron.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Thank you,

         22  Madam Chair. I would like to reconsider my vote for

         23  Intro. 322-A, the Youth Services. In all due respect

         24  to the Chair, I think that the conflicts that occur

         25  at Little League baseball games, I would think that
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          2  to put the onus on little leagues and teams to try

          3  to resolve those conflicts might be a bit much.

          4  Might create more conflict than it does resolving

          5  it.

          6                 So, on Intro. 322-A I'd like to vote

          7  no. 322-A I'd like to vote no.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Boyland.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: Aye on all.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Felder.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: I vote aye on

         12  all; except for Intro. 257-A, I vote no. And out of

         13  all due respect for Chairman Reed, I find it

         14  offensive when people eat popcorn during and other

         15  things, and I understand the motivation. I just vote

         16  no on that.

         17                 And Intro. 322-A I abstain.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lanza.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER LANZA: I vote no on

         20  93-A; I abstain on 257-A and I vote aye on all the

         21  rest.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lopez.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: Permission to

         24  explain my vote, Madam Chair?

         25                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: Thank you.

          3                 I'm rising today to speak on 93-A. I

          4  think it's very important to call the attention to

          5  this House, to the fact that we're passing an

          6  incredible piece of legislation that will make

          7  history in this nation.

          8                 In 1996, the federal government

          9  passed a piece of legislation that was called

         10  Personal Responsibility and Work Opportunity

         11  Conciliation Act.

         12                 At the time in our nation, the wind

         13  that was blowing was a wind of attack against poor

         14  people in this country, and that particular piece of

         15  legislation was nothing else than to put down women

         16  who have to take care of the children because they

         17  cannot find a job nowhere, and they tried to find

         18  some education and they're trying to find a way to

         19  get out of poverty.

         20                 Today this Council is passing a piece

         21  of legislation that indeed is going to make Personal

         22  Responsibility Act be real, and that Personal

         23  Responsibility Act that we're talking about is that

         24  government have an obligation to provide for the

         25  members of the community that compose that nation.
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          2  And in regard of this particular piece of

          3  legislation, what we're talking about is giving the

          4  children of this nation the tools that they need to

          5  be able to find a job.

          6                 It's as simple as that. Nobody born

          7  and said I don't want to work. I want to be a

          8  welfare Queen. That is not what happened in our

          9  communities. Then this body has taken the incredible

         10  leadership to make possible that in this nation the

         11  wind that begin blowing no longer be the wind that

         12  you're condemned because you are in need in a given

         13  moment, but the wing that speak, you can come to the

         14  top with us when we give you opportunity.

         15                 I vote aye on all items.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Oddo.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: I just want the

         18  record to reflect that Intro. 257-A was not a

         19  leadership vote within the Republican Delegation,

         20  and I vote aye on all, with the exception of Intro.

         21  93-A I vote no.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Rivera.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA:  Madam Public

         24  Advocate, if I can be excused to explain my vote?

         25                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: Thank you very

          3  much.

          4                 At this point in time I would like to

          5  state that it's extremely important that we continue

          6  to give an opportunity for those who need to receive

          7  a good quality education, to actually receive a good

          8  quality education. And when we talk about getting

          9  people off of welfare, we have to do it in a manner

         10  that allows them to obtain good quality jobs, and,

         11  unfortunately, the previous system did not allow for

         12  that to take place.

         13                 What we are doing here today in the

         14  City Council is ensuring that people that wanted to

         15  live a better life can do so by obtaining a quality

         16  education in the City of New York.

         17                 And I proudly vote aye on all, these

         18  matters that are on the agenda today, and I just

         19  want to state the education is the pathway out of

         20  poverty.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Speaker Mr. Miller.

         22                 SPEAKER MILLER:  I vote aye.

         23                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: All items on

         24  today's General Order Calendar were adopted by a

         25  vote of 45 in the affirmative, zero in the negative

                                                            78

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  and zero abstentions.

          3                 With the exception of I-257-A, which

          4  was adopted by a vote of 38 in the affirmative, five

          5  negative and two abstentions, and I-322-A, which was

          6  adopted by a vote of 42 in the affirmative, one in

          7  the negative and two abstentions, and 93-A which was

          8  adopted by a vote of 42 in the affirmative, three in

          9  the negative and zero abstentions.

         10                 And now we go to the matter that was

         11  laid aside.

         12                 Our first person to speak is Council

         13  Member Jennings.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER JENNINGS: I think

         15  distinguished lady, Public Advocate, I just wanted

         16  to remind you of the rules that we have ten minutes

         17  of discussion on preconsidered motions -- orders,

         18  okay? Madam Advocate, are you aware of that?

         19                 Madam Advocate?

         20                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Excuse me?

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER JENNINGS: I just

         22  wanted to remind you we have ten minutes.

         23                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Yes. Yes.

         24  Ten-minute rule.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER JENNINGS: Thank you.
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          2                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: You don't

          3  have to speak for ten minutes, however.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER JENNINGS:

          5  Distinguished lady, I just want to say loud and

          6  clear how proud I am to be an American, and how

          7  proud I am to be in a free country. And I understand

          8  sometimes in a democracy, as Thomas Jefferson wrote

          9  in his papers, "we must strive always to make sure

         10  that democracy is always alive and well everywhere,

         11  and in every place in this country."

         12                 Madam Public Advocate, back on

         13  November 25th I took a very critical vote, I voted

         14  to not have property taxes raised by 18.5 percent in

         15  my district, and when I took that vote, Madam Public

         16  Advocate, I knew what I was doing. I was clearly

         17  aware of the affect and impact it would have on my

         18  district, and I clearly understood the impact and

         19  affect it would have in this body.

         20                 Madam Public Advocate, I did what I

         21  thought was right on behalf of my constituents. I

         22  clearly understand that today I must be punished. I

         23  understand that I must be removed off my committee,

         24  and I would like to ask my colleagues not to get up

         25  and sacrifice themselves for me. I was the one who
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          2  did this, and I should take the sacrifice for

          3  myself. I was the one who knew what I was doing, and

          4  I would like to let you understand that I hold no

          5  animosity for the Speaker, or for the leadership

          6  team. I forgive you. I forgive you.

          7                 Two-thousand years ago there was a

          8  man from Galilee who did not agree with Cesar, and

          9  he, too, was sacrificed and punished, but he

         10  accepted his punishment. He didn't cry over it, he

         11  didn't bicker over it. He said, God, thank you, and

         12  please forgive them for they know not what they do.

         13                 I'll ask you, Mr. Speaker, and my

         14  fellow members of the leadership team, today two of

         15  my colleagues have already got up to speak on my

         16  behalf, and I would like you please not to do

         17  anything to harm them. It is my fault. I was the one

         18  who instigated them. I am the instigator and I,

         19  alone, should be punished now and any time further

         20  in the future. Thank you.

         21                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         22  Member Koppell.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Madam Public

         24  Advocate, Mr. Speaker, and colleagues, when we were

         25  elected to this body, and I believe it's 39 new
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          2  members were elected to the body, there were many

          3  who came to this body and believed that the rules

          4  under which the House had operated for many years,

          5  allowed too little flexibility and too little

          6  democracy for the rank and file members of this

          7  body. And I might say that one of the spokespersons

          8  who stated that and who argued that, was indeed our

          9  Speaker, who was subsequently selected to be the

         10  Speaker. And he, in fact, had proposed a series of

         11  rules to democratize with a small d, the body, and

         12  give members more freedom of action, and give the

         13  Speaker less control over what the individual

         14  members might decide to do, as independent elected

         15  Council Members. And it was my perception when the

         16  Speaker did that, and proposed that, and when this

         17  house voted for that, the idea was to loosen the

         18  control that had existed before by the previous

         19  speakers of this body.

         20                 Now, it's nice to talk about that in

         21  the abstract, but sometimes the rubber hits the road

         22  and you've got to talk about it in the concrete, and

         23  the tough instances, when independence means that

         24  you have to take issue, perhaps with the Speaker,

         25  and perhaps with the Majority.
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          2                 One of the ideas in the rules was

          3  that you can dissent without necessarily being

          4  punished.

          5                 The fact is that in many legislative

          6  bodies, the members are virtually irrelevant. I can

          7  tell you that we hear constantly that Albany is run

          8  by three men in a room, and that the individual

          9  members in Albany have little to say. And that's

         10  what we want to avoid, it seems to me, in this body,

         11  and what we're very proud of avoiding. But that

         12  demand that individual members don't have to fear

         13  that if they take issue with the leadership, or even

         14  with the majority, that they're going to be

         15  punished.

         16                 Now, I don't agree with the vote

         17  against the property tax increase. I think it was an

         18  important vote, the right vote, but as has been

         19  said, and I don't want to make too much of this, I

         20  will always stand up for the right of my colleagues

         21  to take a position differently from mine, and to

         22  vote their conscience, or to vote their politics. It

         23  doesn't have to be conscience. I'm not saying this

         24  was a conscience vote. It could be a political vote.

         25  It could be even a frivolous vote. But you are
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          2  elected here to be able to vote what you think is

          3  the right way and not to be punished for it. Because

          4  if, in fact, you're going to be punished for the way

          5  you vote, then every time you vote on something, you

          6  have to think in the back of my head, if I vote the

          7  wrong way I'm going to be punished. I better vote

          8  the right way, or I'm going to be taken off a

          9  committee, or I'm going to lose some benefit.

         10                 We tried to put into the rules that

         11  benefit should not be discretionary so that people

         12  had freedom of action, and this may not be the most

         13  important thing, and it has been said to me that

         14  more serious consequences could have resulted, and

         15  that the Speaker and others argued against that,

         16  though some argued for it, well and good, but there

         17  should be no consequences of this, or especially on

         18  a vote that was as significant as this and that

         19  caused such anguish and anxiety.

         20                 We're going down a slippery slope and

         21  I say I want to call a halt to it, and say that

         22  people should be free to vote the way they feel they

         23  ought to vote, and not feel controlled by the

         24  Speaker or even by the majority, and we will all be

         25  the better for it. We will enjoy and appreciate
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          2  participation in this great democratic body more

          3  fully, and let me say this: If a bill went down, if

          4  a bill went down that it was even supported by the

          5  Speaker, the City would not fall apart, and it's

          6  rare that that would happen, and it wasn't going to

          7  happen this time, because the bill passed by an

          8  overwhelming margin.

          9                 Let us have a democratic body where

         10  people feel free to vote for what they think they

         11  should vote for, and vote against what they feel

         12  they should vote against, and let us have a body

         13  where people are answerable to their constituents at

         14  election time, but not answerable to any one member,

         15  any Speaker or any other member or any majority when

         16  they vote what they think is the right way.

         17                 And, therefore, though some of the

         18  changes here may be appropriate, the changes that

         19  take off three members from Committees that they

         20  want to serve on and were appointed to, in my

         21  opinion because they voted "the wrong way," that

         22  should not pass and I urge members to vote against

         23  it.

         24                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Council

         25  Member Comrie.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Mr. Speaker

          3  Pro-Tem, I find this to be a unique situation. We

          4  are here in a democratic society, in a democratic

          5  city, going through a process that is very difficult

          6  for all of us.

          7                 In order for our body to be unified

          8  in our response to the Mayor, and our response to

          9  the City, there are certain times where this body

         10  has to make difficult decisions as a body, that is

         11  as individuals, not as a speaker, not as a

         12  leadership, but as a body. When a member who has a

         13  right to do whatever they feel to do, and this is

         14  not limiting democratic discussion, this is not

         15  limiting choice, this is not limiting a person's

         16  opportunity to speak their mind or free will, or

         17  whatever political decisions they may have to make

         18  in order to focus on their own primary concern. This

         19  is a body. And in order for this body to be unified,

         20  and have measured response to all of the forces

         21  around us, there are certain times where critical

         22  votes must be taken. And also members feel

         23  particularly difficult when they go back into the

         24  communities and they are told why didn't you do what

         25  X, Y or Z did? Why didn't you do what X, Y or Z did?
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          2  What was the problem why you could not do what X, Y

          3  or Z did?

          4                 And then you have a further situation

          5  where members feel that they have to be expressive,

          6  they have to be given an opportunity to air their

          7  opinions. They have to be given an opportunity to do

          8  all these discussions.

          9                 I would hereby submit that we have

         10  that body that does that. We have a Democratic

         11  Caucus that does that, we have it in the budget

         12  negotiation team, we have it in the delegation

         13  meetings. There is no opportunity in this body for

         14  anyone not to have a full discussion on whatever the

         15  issues, whatever their concerns are, whatever their

         16  passions are.

         17                 There is no one in this body that

         18  should feel limited in their opportunity to discuss,

         19  and take out impassioned positions on whatever they

         20  feel is necessary. This is not limiting that. This

         21  is not seeking to inhibit that. This is seeking only

         22  therefore to let this body know and to send a

         23  message not just an individual member but to the

         24  entire City. This is a body that must be unified in

         25  order for it to progress in a positive manner to
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          2  send a unified message to this entire City of what

          3  the feeling and consent of this entire Council is.

          4                 That's all this is. And anyone that

          5  would like to cloak it in any other terms is being

          6  deliberately disingenuous.

          7                 I would submit to this body that I

          8  feel that this is more open than the Congress, more

          9  open than the Senate or the Assembly. Every member

         10  here has an opportunity to talk to local press,

         11  Citywide press, and do whatever they feel is

         12  necessary to stake out their positions.

         13                 Therefore, I would agree with this

         14  decision that is being made today. There was a lot

         15  of discussion over the past four months regarding

         16  this situation. A lot of discussion over the past

         17  four months on where we need to move forward and how

         18  we need to move forward, and how we protect our

         19  membership and our membership's rights to be free,

         20  our membership's rights to be independent.

         21                 This was not just brought up today,

         22  this was not just thought of yesterday. This has

         23  been discussed since November.

         24                 Again, I would admonish anyone that

         25  would want to take this down another path, that
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          2  they're being deliberately disingenuous and

          3  disrespectful to this body. Thank you.

          4                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Thank you

          5  very much.

          6                 Council Member Charles Barron.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Thank you.

          8                 First, I want to say I'm not speaking

          9  to support the Council Member from Galilee or

         10  Nazareth or wherever he's from, I don't speak to

         11  support any individual person, but on a very, very

         12  serious note, I beg to differ with the Majority

         13  Whip. We had no discussion on a leadership vote in

         14  the Democratic Caucus. No discussion on the

         15  consequences of a leadership vote in the Democratic

         16  Caucus.

         17                 We had no discussion on the

         18  consequences of a leadership vote in our Borough

         19  Delegation meeting.

         20                 You can't impose this all of a sudden

         21  when you don't approve of the way people voted.

         22                 Now, no one was more disappointed in

         23  those who voted against it. This would have been a

         24  good vote for us to unite. To me, and I know some of

         25  those who voted against it may disagree, that we
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          2  took the courageous vote, the vote for the property

          3  tax, understanding there was consequences in our

          4  neighborhood. It's easy, I think, to vote against it

          5  and go back and get some cheers, while the rest of

          6  us have to struggle with property owners.

          7                 But you have to rise above that

          8  personal feeling, and look at how we're going to

          9  govern ourselves in this City Council. And I want to

         10  strongly urge you to at least table it, at least

         11  vote it down now, until we can have some discussion

         12  in the Democratic Caucus, some discussion in our

         13  Borough Delegation, and not rush it through now.

         14  This is wrong. And when you talk about a leadership

         15  vote, who decides when it's a leadership vote? When

         16  will be informed that it's a leadership vote? And if

         17  that is the way the institution is going to be run,

         18  then fine, I need to know that this is a leadership

         19  vote and there's going to be consequences.

         20                 I don't want to just vote and never

         21  know when it's a leadership vote and what is a

         22  leadership vote, why do we have to have leadership

         23  votes, all of that stuff should be dealt with in our

         24  bodies that were designed for us to have some

         25  democratic discussion.
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          2                 So, if you could rise above your

          3  personal feelings about any individual, or your

          4  personal feelings on how they vote and realize the

          5  consequences of this decision without democratic

          6  discussion, I would appreciate that, and so would

          7  you in the future, and for all of you who were in

          8  the Fresh Democracy Council, this is what we got

          9  together for in the first place, 22 of us before we

         10  came here, we talked about democracy and how that

         11  could best happen, and most of the Speaker

         12  candidates supported it, and this Speaker supported

         13  the eight rule changes. We perhaps need to reconvene

         14  ourselves to see how we go further to assure that we

         15  have a democratic process.

         16                 Some might get punished today, and

         17  it's not you today, but you could be the one

         18  tomorrow. We need to discuss this and not rush to

         19  judgment now.

         20                 Thank you.

         21                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         22  Member Davis.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER DAVIS: Much of today's

         24  discussion is about three democratic individuals

         25  belonging to the democratic party who voted against
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          2  the property tax.

          3                 I want to make it very clear on why I

          4  thought 18.5 was too high. I thought that there

          5  should have been a hike, 12 percent.

          6                 I just felt that 18.5 is too high. I

          7  said it during the democratic caucus meetings.  I

          8  thought that Albany wouldn't come to the table. I

          9  felt that we would be left holding the bag, we would

         10  come in at 18.5, we would put all our eggs in the

         11  basket and Albany would leave us standing out there.

         12                 So, yesterday, along with our Speaker

         13  Miller, and other members of the Brooklyn and Queens

         14  and all the various boroughs, we all went to Albany.

         15  I was there still crying out to Albany, help us,

         16  knowing that I joined with my colleagues, because at

         17  the end of the day it passed.

         18                 I didn't run around saying I voted 12

         19  percent and everyone else voted 18.5, and they're

         20  bad and -- no, we're one. We're one City Council.

         21  So, it passed.

         22                 Just like today, I voted against the

         23  cell phone, but it passed. So, as a body we stood

         24  together. But I was hurt, and I am hurt. I am hurt

         25  that based on this preconsidered 723, that I will be
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          2  removed from Cultural Affairs, Libraries and

          3  International Intergroup Relations Committee.

          4                 I had a good time serving with

          5  Councilman Jose Serrano, who was a tremendous chair.

          6  I mean, we did some good things. We went over to

          7  Israel, and we went to Zimbabwe. I went in the name

          8  of the International Intergroup Relations Committee.

          9  I didn't go as a member, but I went along with

         10  Charles Barron, and I submitted a report to my

         11  Chair. So, it did hurt me to know that my Cultural

         12  Affairs, International, my Libraries, that Committee

         13  was taken from me.

         14                 But, nonetheless, if I am put in

         15  Oversight And Investigations, or whatever Committee,

         16  I'll be happy to serve. I'll serve anywhere in this

         17  City Council, just like I served in the middle of

         18  the night when I was on a street corner standing and

         19  patrolling some of your neighborhoods. I'll always

         20  serve. I came to the City Council to serve. I served

         21  when I was knocking on people's doors at five in the

         22  morning getting guns off the street. I'll continue

         23  to serve.

         24                 But I'm not going to lie to you, as a

         25  retired cop I came here, I am shocked. I am
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          2  surprised at how this democracy -- I was a part of

          3  the First Democracy Council. Democracy, you vote the

          4  will of the people.

          5                 Now, I'm going to differ with my

          6  colleague Charles Barron. I think the most difficult

          7  thing is this vote against the Speaker. Every single

          8  day that I've come in here you wonder how you're

          9  going to be hit. You don't know whether you're going

         10  to be taken off this committee, you don't know

         11  whether how much funds your district is going to

         12  get, you don't know whether the capital programs --

         13  right now, right now three of us haven't gotten our

         14  parking permits from the Mayor, so we have the Mayor

         15  hitting us, and we have, it appears - it appears,

         16  the Speaker and the City Council and the leadership

         17  hitting us. Why? Because we voted the will of the

         18  people.

         19                 Now, I disagree with Charles in this

         20  respect, going back to my particular district. My

         21  district, I don't know about cheers. This, the most

         22  difficult thing, was to stand up, in my humble

         23  opinion, and vote against what the body stated. And

         24  I did not know it was the "leadership" vote and this

         25  kind of vote and that kind of vote, but I just was
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          2  concerned with voting the will of my district.

          3                 My constituents called me, never have

          4  they been so clear, every single call I got made it

          5  clear to me, vote against the property tax hike.

          6  Vote against it. But it wasn't even that, it was the

          7  fact that I thought Albany would leave us standing,

          8  Albany would leave us hanging out there.

          9                 And my last couple of things: It has

         10  been a wonderful experience. I will serve in any

         11  capacity, but I do think it should be laid over. I

         12  do think there should be further discussion, and I

         13  was not pleased with the way the property tax hike

         14  went down. There wasn't enough public hearings for

         15  me. I thought there should have been more

         16  discussion. But we did it. And I stand by the fact

         17  that we, as a body, did it. But now it's time for

         18  the body to stand up for us who made a tough call

         19  and stood up for democracy.

         20                 I was fired from NYPD because I spoke

         21  out against police brutality. Eighteen months I had

         22  no job. Some of the people I spoke out for didn't

         23  even come to give me a dollar, to help me out.

         24  Eighteen months I went without a job. But I spoke

         25  out, and I did, and I followed my conscience.
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          2                 And then I beat the Kings County

          3  Democratic Organization. I didn't have the good

          4  fortune of coming here because of my family, or

          5  coming here because the organizations blessed me. I

          6  came here because I believed in reform. I came here

          7  because I believed in democracy.

          8                 So, today I stand up, and I say to

          9  the body, don't punish us who stood up because we

         10  followed our conscience. It may differ than your

         11  conscience, but support us who stood up for what we

         12  believe.

         13                 If I am removed from the Cultural

         14  Affairs Committee, not because I did anything to

         15  violate that Committee, but because I did something

         16  to vote the will of the conscienceness (sic) of the

         17  people, then, fine. But I wanted to make it clear

         18  that I'm not happy with it, but I will serve any

         19  committee, anywhere in this City Council, because

         20  there's nothing greater than to be an elected

         21  official, picked, chosen, elected by the people of

         22  the City of New York. There is nothing greater. And

         23  if I must be punished for standing up, then so be

         24  it. But understand that we go forth as a body,

         25  regardless of whether you vote for it, against it,
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          2  regardless of whether I get all my committees taken

          3  away, or I'm appointed to just the one committee, we

          4  go forth as a body united to serve the people of the

          5  City of New York, and I will not be concerned about

          6  what hit, and who is going to be behind, or what's

          7  going to go down. Is this a political mafia, or is

          8  this a democracy? Do I have to be concerned about

          9  who is going to shoot me in the back of my head; or

         10  do I have to come here to know that if I vote the

         11  will of the conscienceness (sic) of the people, my

         12  colleagues will say you voted the will of the

         13  people; way to go; you did the right thing.

         14                 So, that's all we're chosen to do, is

         15  to come here and vote the will of the people.

         16                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         17  Member McMahon.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Madam Public

         19  Advocate, I ask leave of my colleagues to be able to

         20  vote as the MTA is in my district trying to impose

         21  Governor Pataki's tax on the commuters of the City

         22  and I have to go to the hearing. I ask leave and I

         23  vote yes on Intro. 723. Thank you.

         24                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         25  Member Jackson.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Thank you,

          3  Madam Chair.

          4                 On this issue, I am going along with

          5  the vote this afternoon, and I say to you and my

          6  colleagues that I stand up for right and justice,

          7  and I don't need anyone's back to stand up to take a

          8  position one way or the other on a particular

          9  matter.

         10                 I think if you know me, I stand by

         11  myself. Even though I work in a team situation, I

         12  stand alone. I'm a leader. And I don't need anyone

         13  to say to me that they're going to give me X, Y, Z,

         14  or they're going to take away a Committee Chair or a

         15  Committee assignment. It makes no difference. The

         16  bottom line is that none of you here voted for me in

         17  office. 163,000 people that live in Morningside

         18  Heights, Hamilton Heights, West Harlem, Washington

         19  Heights and Inwood voted for me. And I do know that

         20  when it came to that issue of the property tax, that

         21  was a bread and butter issue for the people of my

         22  constituency, and I had to vote yes, and if I would

         23  have voted no, if I would have voted no, and if you

         24  guys and women here and this body were to decide to

         25  take me off a committee, that's your business,
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          2  because the bottom line is that none of you voted

          3  for me.

          4                 But I'm in favor of the action

          5  because for every action that we take I realize that

          6  there are consequences, and I tell people in my

          7  district, if you don't like the way I vote, don't

          8  vote for me again. That's their decision.

          9                 But I said to one of my colleagues

         10  this morning, this afternoon, "did you hear what

         11  happened?" He asked me, and I said "yes." He said,

         12  "are you going to vote for it?" And I looked him

         13  straight in the eyes and I said, "Yes, I am." Every

         14  action there's a reaction. Nothing remains the same.

         15  Life is constantly on a change.

         16                 So, I say to all of you, each one of

         17  you must make a decision how you're going to vote

         18  for this, but I wanted to share with you my

         19  feelings, that I'm going to vote yes on this.

         20                 I asked Peter Vallone, Sr., when we

         21  had training at the Baruch College, and I asked him,

         22  "what type of message are you giving to us as new

         23  members coming in the Council?" And he said to me,

         24  he said, and some of you were there, that is not a

         25  majority that "you need, you need 36 votes" -- is it
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          2  36 to override a veto? Thirty-four, to override a

          3  veto. "And if you don't have that, they will pick

          4  you off one by one," and I know that as a body we

          5  must stand united, even though there are some people

          6  that vote against several bills, if we don't stand

          7  united, forget about it. We're in trouble.

          8                 So, I stand up. And no one asked me

          9  to stand up to say what I'm saying now. I'm standing

         10  up to say that I'm going to vote yes on this, and I

         11  understand there's consequences of my vote, meaning

         12  I stood up, and some of the colleagues here that may

         13  disagree with me, you know, they may not vote on

         14  certain issues that I agree with. If I ask them to

         15  sign on a resolution, they may not sign on because

         16  I'm standing up now. But I'm standing up and voicing

         17  my opinion on this important matter.

         18                 Thank you, Madam Chair.

         19                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         20  Member Perkins.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Thank you

         22  very much. This is an awkward position to be in to

         23  be speaking on behalf of this, but it's something

         24  that I feel that we all must do.

         25                 I agree with Charles Barron that this
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          2  is not about the Councilman from Galilee nor is it

          3  about the speaker named Cesar.  In other words, this

          4  is not a decision that Gifford Miller makes for us.

          5  This is a decision that we make for us. This is a

          6  situation in which, first of all, contrary to what

          7  was said earlier, while there may not have been

          8  discussions prior to that vote, there were

          9  substantial amount of discussion subsequent to that

         10  vote. From the perspective of the black, Latino and

         11  Asian Caucus there was discussion. And from the

         12  perspective of our Steering Committee there was

         13  discussion. And from the perspective of our budget

         14  committee there was discussion, and there was even

         15  instruction being given to take the discussions back

         16  to your delegation and I know that at least in some

         17  delegations there was discussion.

         18                 And there was a consensus, and the

         19  consensus was to strip folks of their chairmanship.

         20  That was the consensus that we heard, and obviously

         21  that's not the decision that ultimately is being

         22  recommended.

         23                 Obviously what's being recommended is

         24  that a decision that hopefully will sustain the

         25  unity and will bring about a consensus so that we
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          2  could move forward.

          3                 We are at a point where we are not

          4  going to be able to simply make popular votes. In

          5  fact, quite the opposite. Most of our votes were

          6  probably going to be votes like the last one, based

          7  on what is the most responsible thing to do for the

          8  people of the City of New York, not that which is

          9  going to get us applause when we go to our community

         10  board meeting, or that which we can brag about on

         11  New York 1 and get some sort of applause when we go

         12  back into our neighborhoods, but that which is going

         13  to prevent this City from being taken over by the

         14  Emergency Financial Control Board, that which is

         15  going to enable our senior centers to stay around,

         16  that's going to allow us to have a decent police

         17  force and Fire Department, so on and so forth.

         18                 So, this is not a decision that was

         19  made by Gifford Miller. And I know that folks will

         20  want to describe this as a leadership vote from the

         21  perspective of the Speaker, or from the perspective

         22  of those of us who are on the leadership team. This

         23  is a vote that will be made by everybody in this

         24  room today on their own, based on what they consider

         25  to be the merits of it, and for those who agree with
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          2  the recommendation of the Rules and Privileges

          3  Committee, then maybe we will prevail. For those who

          4  don't agree, this is not a leadership vote. So, if

          5  you feel that you don't want to vote for it, you

          6  don't have to. This is a vote that you can decide

          7  what you think is best for this institution as we

          8  move forward on behalf of the citizens of New York

          9  City in terms of how we can deliberate the budget

         10  and other kinds of very, very important matters that

         11  are going to be before us.

         12                 So, I want to just make sure that the

         13  notion is dispelled that Speaker Gifford Miller is

         14  Cesar and is subjecting people to some unholy

         15  sacrifice or to some other kind of martyrdom, when,

         16  in fact, that's not the case.

         17                 You are all Cesars when it comes to

         18  this decision today. Thank you very much.

         19                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         20  Member Seabrook.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Thank you,

         22  Madam Public Advocate.

         23                 Just a little comment as it relates

         24  to this. It is an unfortunate situation that we will

         25  have to sit here and listen to this. And it's
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          2  unfortunate that there could not be a meeting for us

          3  to have a discussion about this so that all of this

          4  airing of this makes absolutely no sense.

          5                 I think that everybody's vote is a

          6  precious vote, and everybody's vote is their vote.

          7  And it also means that Robert Jackson is absolutely

          8  correct, there is not a person in this room who sits

          9  in any one of these seats can vote for anyone else

         10  other than themselves.

         11                 But I understand politics, I

         12  understand power, and I understand those who have

         13  it, and I also understand punishment and I also

         14  understand reward, because that's a part of the

         15  political process of which we live.

         16                 But I think that there needs to be

         17  some orientation about what is called a principle

         18  vote, and what is called a leadership vote, and what

         19  is called well I'll do what I want to vote. Because

         20  at some point everybody, I would hope, have some

         21  sense of principles, and take a principle position

         22  on something.

         23                 Everybody don't have the same

         24  principles, and the same rights and responsibility,

         25  but there are certain things that people believe in,
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          2  and that they are entitled to do that. That's the

          3  beauty of America, that America even allows me to

          4  defend your right to be wrong, because that's

          5  America and I believe in it, and I understand the

          6  politics. I've served under a lot of speakers and

          7  the realities of that and know in terms of certain

          8  things that have to be done. I understand that. But

          9  I think that there needs to be some discussion and

         10  dialogue about what is a principle vote. And we have

         11  to respect a persons principles, and understand

         12  that. Because there's going to be a lot of votes in

         13  here that people are going to take in the next new

         14  voting season that's here, if you're going to be

         15  talking about taking people's jobs and cutting away

         16  at other things.

         17                 And, so, that's going to be an issue

         18  of where do we stand and how do you deal in

         19  leadership and everything else, and that's

         20  understandable. But there are some fundamental

         21  principles that people do live and die by, and they

         22  have to suffer the consequences.

         23                 You know, I'm not here speaking about

         24  retaining anything for anybody, but I am about

         25  retaining the principles and the right to have that
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          2  right to decide on the principle vote. And the

          3  people have a right to punish those who they would

          4  like to punish or reward. That's the nature of being

          5  in power. But don't, please don't equate, because

          6  someone did not vote that way, that there is a lack

          7  of a principle, though some people might take it as

          8  a principle vote and we have to deal with it on the

          9  basis of one's principles, because I think most

         10  Americans and most people who sit in this body do

         11  have some principles, and there are certain votes

         12  that they just wouldn't sell for anything in the

         13  world because they believe in what they're sitting

         14  here for.

         15                 So, I would hope that we could kind

         16  of sit and have a discussion and dialogue about this

         17  whole issue and decide that there are some votes

         18  that some people just go to vote no on. And there

         19  are some people that would go and take forever and a

         20  day. That's the realities of politics and we have to

         21  understand that.

         22                 So, I would hope that people don't

         23  get all bent out of shape about how somebody voted

         24  and how somebody got punished, because life is going

         25  to go on, change is going to continue working, Alan
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          2  is going to continue working, he's going to continue

          3  working, everybody is going to be here, that's the

          4  reality of it. But there are certain things that

          5  people can and can't do, and we need to understand

          6  and we need to respect that. That's what this body

          7  is all about, respect. There's only 51 people.

          8  That's not a lot of respect that people have to do.

          9  That's easy to do to respect 51 people.

         10                 Thank you, Madam, very much.

         11                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         12  Member Recchia.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Yes, Madam

         14  Chair. I have to go to a meeting in my district. I'd

         15  like to vote aye on Reso 723.

         16                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Thank you.

         18                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         19  Member Martinez.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Madam Chair,

         21  I have to excuse myself. I want to vote aye on Reso

         22  723.

         23                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         24                 Council Member Vann.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Yes, thank you,
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          2  Madam Public Advocate.

          3                 I, too, am late for a meeting I set

          4  up two months ago, but I did not want to run out for

          5  some may think I'm ducking the issue, and I think I

          6  wanted to be heard.

          7                 Someone asked a question which vote

          8  should be a principle vote. Well, I've survived a

          9  lot of speakers, I've been around a long time, and I

         10  would advise that every vote, every vote should be a

         11  principle vote. Every vote that you take should be a

         12  principle vote.

         13                 I think this exercise here is

         14  probably the height of democracy in action, because

         15  from my point of view, this whole discussion should

         16  not be before the people.

         17                 I think considering the issue that we

         18  are dealing with, the crises that we face in this

         19  City and this State and nation, and the hurt, the

         20  pain that we may have to endure is far greater than

         21  discussing whether or not we had discipline in our

         22  little group of 51 members who are representing the

         23  people.

         24                 So, on the one hand, I applaud the

         25  democracy. Everybody knows what we're dealing with
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          2  here and maybe that's good. On the other hand, I

          3  would like to have resolved this somewhere out of

          4  the hearing of the people so we could have spent

          5  this time figuring out and debating how we're going

          6  to keep them safe, how we're going to keep them

          7  healthy, how we're going to keep them educated, how

          8  we're going to keep them housed. I would have

          9  preferred that.

         10                 I understand there is a need for

         11  discipline. You can't really effectively provide for

         12  the welfare of the people if you don't have

         13  discipline within your own ranks. There has to be

         14  discipline, how ever you achieve it. Sometimes it's

         15  achieved by everybody feeling they have a fair

         16  participation and a fair involvement in what's

         17  happening.

         18                 Sometimes it comes from a leader, a

         19  Speaker, or leadership that feel they must punish.

         20  Whatever, it has to be a discipline. However, when

         21  you vote you have a choice, do you want to vote to

         22  satisfy your leadership, or do you want to vote to

         23  satisfy your conscience. And once you vote to

         24  satisfy your conscience, you really don't give a

         25  damn about the discipline, because it's more
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          2  important that you sleep well, that you know you're

          3  representing the interests of the people, that

          4  anything anybody can impose upon you.

          5                 This is a healthy debate, it's

          6  democratic, but it's unnecessary. We shouldn't be

          7  before the people.

          8                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          9  Member Lopez.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: I abstain.

         11                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Oh, I'm

         12  sorry, you're voting.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: I abstain.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: I have been in

         15  this house for six years now it's going to be, and

         16  every single time that I have been in this house and

         17  I pass a vote, every single one of those times has

         18  been a vote that I voted with my conscience. I have

         19  never cast a vote in here that was not based on my

         20  belief and my principles.

         21                 Today we are discussing in here right

         22  now something that I absolutely echo the words of

         23  Council Member Vann. We should not be having this

         24  discussion in here. We should be having this

         25  discussion some other place. It's sad that that

                                                            110

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  didn't happen, and that is fine. In here we should

          3  be discussing the business that affect our

          4  communities in terms of the possible devastation

          5  that the budget is going to take.

          6                 Meanwhile, I rise to put a point in

          7  place. We have a decision to make in this house in a

          8  continuum basis about different things, and that

          9  decision had to be a collective decision,

         10  collectivity cannot occur unless the concurrences of

         11  the mind get to a point together. And when that

         12  point arrives that point must be respected by

         13  everyone who wants to be part of the collectivity.

         14  You cannot be part of the collectivity and at the

         15  same time destroy the collectivity with actions that

         16  you take on an individual basis, and then later

         17  believe that you have to be granted the same kind of

         18  consideration that is given to those ones who

         19  preserve the collectivity.

         20                 You must understand that. And if you

         21  don't understand that, then you need to go back to

         22  school and to comprehend that.

         23                 In the process of comprehending that,

         24  then you will understand that this is not an issue

         25  of "Jesus Christ Superstar," this is an issue about
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          2  democracy functioning and about an issue where

          3  people have to make responsible and adult decisions,

          4  decisions that may affect your participation in a

          5  committee, or may not affect your participation in a

          6  committee; decisions that may congratulate you in

          7  the street, or may criticize you on the street. But

          8  that's the business of government.  And the business

          9  of government and to get elected to a body is a

         10  business to understand that leadership doesn't come

         11  easy. Leadership is to stand up in front of a place

         12  and make decisions that are difficult, that at the

         13  same time will bring consequences to you and to

         14  everybody else that you represent.

         15                 I want to close my remarks saying

         16  this: The vote that was taken in regard to the

         17  property tax, this is the third time I mentioned

         18  this publicly, I was not here because I have a prior

         19  engagement that I put in place a year before. I was

         20  not able to vote in that decision at the time. I

         21  said publicly that I was in favor of it, and I

         22  repeat it again here in this house. I don't have to

         23  do that. I can get away and put in my literature

         24  that I didn't vote for that increase. But I want

         25  every member of my community to know, to hear me say
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          2  I would have vote for that if I would have been able

          3  to be here. And if somebody want to condemn me for

          4  that, that is fine.

          5                 I'm saying that here now to say

          6  collectivity is critical to be able to conduct a

          7  business of government. And if I am not willing to

          8  be part of that collectivity, I don't have no

          9  business in this house.

         10                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         11  Member Barron.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Yes, I'd like

         13  to be excused. I have another engagement. But I vote

         14  no on preconsidered Resolution 723.

         15                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         16  Member Monserrate.

         17                 Council Member Monserrate.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Thank you,

         19  Madam Chair.

         20                 I rise just for the sake of clarity,

         21  and one of the colleagues discussed this debate

         22  within the Caucus, the Black, Latino and Asian

         23  Caucus, and that debate never occurred. The debate

         24  that we had was some of the members presented to us

         25  what they believed were some threats, which was a
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          2  different issue.

          3                 We never debated this issue, nor

          4  discipline, nor taking any action. So, I wanted to

          5  make that very clear.

          6                 Additionally, I want to echo the

          7  sentiments of my colleague Al Vann and his concern

          8  that in this public forum is where we're having this

          9  debate, and it probably would have been better to

         10  have done it within the Democratic Caucus or other

         11  delegations.

         12                 At the end of the day we have to make

         13  a vote and I'm in favor of supporting the measure,

         14  but I am not in favor of the process in which it

         15  took place. I don't think I should have come here

         16  today and been informed of this vote.

         17                 Thank you very much.

         18                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         19  Member Liu.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Thank you, Madam

         21  Public Advocate.

         22                 I am going to vote yes on Resolution

         23  723. Recluctantly so, because I don't even think it

         24  goes so far. I don't even think it's a big deal. But

         25  nonetheless, I will vote yes. Thank you.
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          2                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          3  Member Sears.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Thank you,

          5  Madam Chair. I will be very, very quick. And I ask

          6  that all of you just listen to me for a moment.

          7  Because I don't think that this issue is about three

          8  or four members, and I don't think it's about 51

          9  members. I think it's about the City of New York.

         10  And perhaps maybe the discussion should be

         11  elsewhere, but government is for the people, and

         12  it's not secret, and if they hear that we disagree,

         13  what better place than in a Chamber where we vote

         14  laws to show how we do have democracy at work.

         15                 All of us represent districts, all of

         16  us have almost the same amount of people, and we all

         17  got here the same way. No one got here any

         18  differently. We all pounded doors and we all had to

         19  send mail and we all did the things that we didn't

         20  like to do, but it helped us to win.

         21                 But when we won those elections and

         22  we came into this Chamber, we didn't come in just

         23  representing a district, we came in as a whole body

         24  representing the City of New York, and there are

         25  times that when the focus is on the City as a whole,
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          2  we must separate ourselves from the district. We

          3  have to do that, and we have to look at what is

          4  right for the City. Each and every one of us have

          5  home-owners, each and every one of us have

          6  cooperatives. This is more than just a property tax.

          7  This is more of whether you agree or disagree at who

          8  serves on what committee and who chairs.

          9                 I think what this is bringing to an

         10  issue is how much do we look at ourselves as being

         11  the governmental body for the City of New York, and

         12  that's how I look at us. And I look, if what is

         13  right for four boroughs, or five boroughs, and it's

         14  not so right for my district, I've said this before

         15  here and I'll say it again, ultimately it becomes

         16  right for all of us. Maybe not at the same time, but

         17  it ultimately becomes right for all of us, and we

         18  voted for a Speaker, and we voted for that Speaker

         19  to represent us at budgetary times, we voted for our

         20  Speaker as a leader and to hear us through and he

         21  hears and he listens.

         22                 If we do not like that, there are

         23  ways to deal with that, but certainly we do not

         24  undermine and strip away the fusion, we do not strip

         25  away the strength of what makes up the body, and the
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          2  leadership is a very strong part of this body. And

          3  when we begin to pick at it, and when we begin to

          4  pull our own districts away from the City as a

          5  whole, we are doing a disservice to the City and

          6  we're doing a disservice to this body.

          7                 I support this. I think the debate

          8  has been a healthy one. I don't think anybody is

          9  embarrassed by it and I think that we should vote on

         10  it and I vote yes, and I just say again, that not

         11  only do we represent districts, not only do I

         12  represent the 25th District, but when it comes to a

         13  vote for issues, it's not just because of the 25th,

         14  it's the five boroughs and 8 million people, and

         15  that's what we do, 51 members of us, and if we were

         16  to stay concentrating on our district, we wouldn't

         17  do anything right for the City of New York, because

         18  everyone feels a little differently.

         19                 So, I thank you for that. I thank the

         20  Speaker for his leadership. We will not always agree

         21  but there are ways to speak with him and do that,

         22  and since this was brought into the open, I had to

         23  say what we had to say, and the Speaker is here and

         24  leads us for five boroughs, not for one district and

         25  one district, and we must remember that, and we must
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          2  think of ourselves as a body in unison for the City

          3  of New York, not just for one district.

          4                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          5  Member Brewer.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Thank you.

          7  Very briefly. I want to just agree with my

          8  colleagues on one point, which is I think this

          9  should be a public debate. I don't think this should

         10  be behind closed doors, and I appreciate as

         11  difficult as it may seem, I'm as you know, a

         12  supporter of public information on the Internet and

         13  public information in the City Council.

         14                 The second issue is, very quickly, I

         15  come from the district of the great Ronnie Eldridge

         16  who had lots of challenges during her term. She

         17  succeeded in bringing her contents to the body and I

         18  think to the City, perhaps to the nation as a whole

         19  - big shoes to fill on my part. I'm very mindful of

         20  the work that we did during the Fresh Democracy

         21  Council, and I think there's a difference. I think

         22  Council Member Eldridge voted her conscience. And I

         23  must admit in terms of this particular situation, I

         24  believe it's different, because I believe in this

         25  situation it was our conscience to vote for the
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          2  youth and young people and seniors and so on, and

          3  that was the only way, was to get that property tax

          4  increased.

          5                 So, I think in this case it's

          6  equivalent to the Ronnie Eldridge and we did the

          7  right thing. So, I am in favor of this resolution,

          8  but I did want to clarify the first point and

          9  disagree with my colleagues on openness.

         10                 Thank you.

         11                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Mr. Speaker.

         12                 SPEAKER MILLER: I want to agree with

         13  Council Member Brewer, that I think this is entirely

         14  within the spirit of the fresh democracy council,

         15  and more importantly, it's entirely within the

         16  spirit of democracy and representative of government

         17  here in New York City, and in this country.

         18                 We come to a legislative body

         19  differently than one becomes -- if you're elected

         20  Mayor you are a party of one. You represent all the

         21  people but you're a party of one. When you say I

         22  want this done, the people who you're saying it to

         23  work for you. When you come to a legislative body,

         24  as I came to this legislative body, you're only able

         25  to exercise your responsibility to represent your
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          2  community, to the extent that your colleagues grant

          3  you that privilege, and to the extent that your

          4  colleagues work with you to accomplish that end. So,

          5  I was elected Speaker, that doesn't give me anything

          6  in particular. It merely says that I represent the

          7  members of this body, and to the extent that it's my

          8  responsibility to administer the will of the

          9  representatives of this body.

         10                 That's what empowerment is about,

         11  because each of you is only empowered if the

         12  institution is empowered and to the extent that your

         13  colleagues work with you to accomplish your end, as

         14  one person voting on anything. We've accomplished

         15  nothing. Nothing. We only accomplish something when

         16  we work together, and we only can do that when we

         17  extend that opportunity to each other.

         18                 Now, in particular on the budget

         19  vote, we have gone a long way in this body to

         20  empower individual members. We engage in

         21  extraordinarily open discussion, we listen to each

         22  other's priorities, and we try from our 51 different

         23  districts to come together at the end of the day to

         24  best represent all of the people of the City of New

         25  York. And if we are unable to come together, then we
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          2  will have accomplished nothing for all of the people

          3  of the City of New York and for the people of our

          4  district.

          5                 Now, we have a process. We have an

          6  open process. We discuss it in our caucuses, we

          7  discuss it in our budget negotiating teams, we

          8  discuss it in our steering committees, we discuss it

          9  as leadership. We empower some to go across the hall

         10  and negotiate on our behalf, but in the end, we're

         11  only able to accomplish what we can, as Council

         12  Member Lopez said, the collective. And, so, in the

         13  end this is about recognizing, that if we are to

         14  empower ourselves, we must empower each other. And

         15  if we are to extend leadership responsibilities and

         16  privileges to each other we must accept the

         17  responsibility that comes with that.

         18                 Today we're voting on a bill, or a

         19  resolution rather, that gives different people

         20  different opportunities for leadership.

         21                 It doesn't take away anyone's

         22  opportunity to vote their conscience. It doesn't

         23  take away anyone's opportunity and responsibility, I

         24  would hope everyone would vote their conscience

         25  every single time. But I will disagree with one

                                                            121

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  thing that was said here, is that I disagree that it

          3  is the right, perhaps it's the right, but it's

          4  certainly not the responsibility of each of us to

          5  support others in taking frivolous votes. And I

          6  firmly disagree with that. We should not support

          7  everyone's ability to take frivolous votes.

          8                 Now, I'm not saying that I think

          9  these votes in this case were frivolous. I do not. I

         10  believe that each person who voted on this vote

         11  voted their conscience. But we as members have to

         12  get, whatever we get accomplished, on the budget, as

         13  a collective, we have to do it together.

         14                 And, so, it is entirely within our

         15  rights, entirely within the democratic process. In

         16  fact, I can't think of anything more democratic than

         17  this. This is as democratic as it gets. Perhaps

         18  there are places where speakers can just say, boom,

         19  you get this and you get that and you get this and

         20  you get that. That's not what we do today. We don't

         21  do that. Precisely not that. We empower each other,

         22  or we don't empower ourselves at all. And that's

         23  what this is about in the end. And I look forward,

         24  and I hope and I expect and I believe that this

         25  discussion further empowers us, that this discussion
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          2  provides openness and clarity, and certainly in the

          3  leadership we're committed to continuing that

          4  process, and continuing to try to do the best we can

          5  on behalf of each individual member, and each

          6  individual member's districts.

          7                 So, I also want to, of course, thank

          8  my colleagues for extending this beyond the

          9  deadlines of each of the members of room 9, but I

         10  think we've had a lot of discussion on this subject

         11  and I would move that we vote on this matter at this

         12  point.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Addabbo.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Aye.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Avella.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Aye.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Baez.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ: Aye.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Boyland.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: Aye.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Brewer.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Aye.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Clarke.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Aye.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Comrie.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: May I be

          3  excused to explain my vote?

          4                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: No. If you

          5  spoke during the debate, you may not speak now.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: I just wanted

          7  to add an addendum.

          8                 All right, I thank you. I'll pass. I

          9  vote aye.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Davis.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER DAVIS: Pass.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: DeBlasio.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEBLASIO: Aye.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Dilan.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTIN-DILAN: Aye.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Felder.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Yes.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Fidler.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Madam Public

         20  Advocate, not having spoken during the debate, may I

         21  be briefly excused to explain my vote?

         22                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Yes, Council

         23  member.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Briefly, I

         25  promise.
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          2                 First, I mean I guess it would be

          3  ridiculous after listening to an hour and a half of

          4  debate on this to suggest that this preconsidered

          5  reso was about something other than, you know, three

          6  members who cast votes, because I notice 51

          7  Committee changes and other substantive changes

          8  here, and in regards to some of the others, I know

          9  that the Speaker did a magnificent job of addressing

         10  the hopes and desires of several members of the

         11  Brooklyn Delegation. And I want to thank him for

         12  that.

         13                 As far as Councilman Davis is

         14  concerned, I think that the Speaker's appointment to

         15  Councilman Davis to the Oversight and Investigation

         16  Committee is inspired, given Councilman Davis'

         17  unique independence and desire to ferry out

         18  corruption and competence wherever he sees it and I

         19  think he's going to be a great member of that

         20  Committee.

         21                 The other thing I want to say is, I'm

         22  amazed that an hour and a half, at least during that

         23  period of time when I was in the room, I didn't hear

         24  anyone say that each member that voted on the

         25  property tax issue did not make as part of their
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          2  remarks that they knew there might be consequences

          3  or repercussions to that vote.

          4                 I mean, if Warner Wolf were here,

          5  he'd say let's go to the video tape, all right?

          6                 I know my republican colleagues knew

          7  that they would incur the wrath of the Mayor and

          8  would probably have been punished in a way far

          9  greater than anything we might do today if punished

         10  is the right word. And I know that each member, each

         11  democratic member said, I'm sure that in voting no

         12  I'm going to feel consequences. So, it's kind of

         13  sophomoric for us to sit here and talk about we

         14  never discussed a leadership vote or what it would

         15  mean to any of us, because it's just not the truth.

         16  It's not the reality, and, you know, frankly we're

         17  all big boys and girls, we got here because we

         18  understand politics, hopefully we understand

         19  government. And I vote aye.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gioia.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: Madam Public

         22  Advocate, I believe we should move to a ten-minute

         23  clock on all discussions in the future. I vote yes.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gonzalez.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER GONZALEZ: Aye.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jackson.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Yes.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jennings.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER JENNINGS: Pass.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Katz.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Aye.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Koppell.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: No.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lanza.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER LANZA: Aye.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Liu.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Yes.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lopez.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: Yes.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Monserrate.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Aye.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Nelson.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Two minutes,

         20  Madam Public Advocate.

         21                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Okay. Only

         23  because I've heard so much today and in the past

         24  overall, to put forward that there was a way out of

         25  this other than raising the property taxes, it

                                                            127

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  reminds me of Richard Nixon's secret plan to end the

          3  Vietnam war early but he was not willing to reveal

          4  it until after he was made President.

          5                 You put this forward. You let

          6  everybody know what the big secret is, how we could

          7  get away in this City with keeping it afloat,

          8  keeping it sound and not just going on New York 1,

          9  New York 2, the New York channel, to express why

         10  this had to be done.

         11                 Since a lot of others were castigated

         12  for taking this vote, when it had to be done, I

         13  believe that, I know it, I'd rather not fire any

         14  more police or fire or other type of essential

         15  services, and not having any other way to go, and

         16  one might construe it to be an empty political vote

         17  to go back to your people, and say, hey, aren't I

         18  great? Me good; they bad. When you start doing that

         19  all over the place, you can incur the wrath of

         20  others who did what they felt they had to do to save

         21  this City and feel me good, you bad, but most of us

         22  have not done that.

         23                 So I think there is a balance here,

         24  and I think basically overall people go off quite

         25  unscathed by voicing their opinion in either side of
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          2  this contest.

          3                 I vote aye.

          4                 Thank you, Madam Public Advocate.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Perkins.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Pass.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Provenzano.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: May I be

          9  excused to explain my vote?

         10                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: So

         12  ordered.

         13                 I've been sitting here debating with

         14  myself, but I can't let this pass. I'm a legislator

         15  of Italian-American heritage. I take offense,

         16  Councilman, are you still here? James Davis, at your

         17  derogatory comment in referring to this body as a

         18  "political mafia." But I will also take the high

         19  road.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER DAVIS: I never said

         21  Italian.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: Excuse me?

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER DAVIS: I never said

         24  Italians. I'm offended by you would suggest --

         25  Italians are good people. I never said Italians.
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          2  There's Italian mafia, there's all type of mafias.

          3  There are black mafia. I never said Italian. I'm

          4  offended by that.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: You said

          6  political.

          7                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Councilman

          8  Davis, you're out of order. Let the Councilwoman

          9  proceed.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: You did

         11  say political mafia, and I was going to say and I

         12  will continue saying that I was going to take the

         13  high road, and I will continue to take the high road

         14  and suggest that possibly you made an unfortunate

         15  choice of words. And I would also suggest that in

         16  the future you pay more attention to your

         17  commentary.

         18                 Having said that, either way I was

         19  going to vote yes. So, I vote yes.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Quinn.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: Yes.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reed.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: Yes.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reyna.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: Yes.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Seabrook.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Yes.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sears.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: I thought I

          6  voted. Yes.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Serrano.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER SERRANO: Yes.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Stewart.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: May I be

         11  excused to explain my vote?

         12                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: I believe

         14  that leadership has to do with having true

         15  independence, and that true independence is what we

         16  call inner-independence. That is listening to all

         17  and making a decision, and most importantly,

         18  standing by the results or your consequences of your

         19  decision. And so, those of you who felt that you

         20  were punished is because of the decision you have

         21  made, and as a true leader you have to be able to

         22  stand by the consequences of those decisions and

         23  those results.

         24                 Having said that, I vote aye.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Weprin.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Aye.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Yassky.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Aye.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Davis.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER DAVIS: Madam Public

          7  advocate, in the name of democracy may I have

          8  permission to explain my vote?

          9                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: No, because

         10  you've participated in the debate, and no one who

         11  participated in the debate may speak at this time.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER DAVIS: I disagree with

         13  your decision. With all respect, and I vote no.

         14                 Thank you.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jennings.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER JENNINGS: Madam Public

         17  Advocate, I know earlier I did state that I accept

         18  my punishment, but it's very hard to put a nail or a

         19  bullet in my own head.

         20                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Please yes

         21  or no, Council Member.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER JENNINGS: So, I'm

         23  going to have to vote no, but I accept my

         24  punishment.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Perkins.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: I know I

          3  cannot be excused to explain my vote.

          4                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: You may not.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: So, in

          6  accordance with the rules, I won't try at this time.

          7  Thank you very much. I vote aye.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Oddo.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Yes.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Rivera.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA:  Yes.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Speaker Mr. Miller.

         13                 SPEAKER MILLER:  Yes.

         14                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you.

         15                 Preconsidered resolution 723 was

         16  adopted by a vote of 40 in the affirmative, four in

         17  the negative, and one abstention.

         18                 Introduction and Reading of the

         19  Bills.

         20                 SPEAKER MILLER: All items are

         21  referred to the Committee as indicated on the

         22  agenda.

         23                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Discussion

         24  of Resolutions. Nobody?

         25                 SPEAKER MILLER: We've got one over
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          2  here.

          3                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Sorry.

          4  Council Member Perkins.

          5                 Council Member Seabrook, in the

          6  absence of Council Member Perkins.

          7                 Council Member Perkins.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Thank you

          9  very much, Madam Public Advocate.

         10                 In the course of encouraging my

         11  colleagues to support the resolution regarding the

         12  appointment of Pickering, at the same time

         13  commending our State Senators, US Senators Hillary

         14  Clinton and Chuck Schumer, and the Congressional

         15  Black Caucus, I want to encourage you to support

         16  that resolution. It was offered by our colleague

         17  Charles Barron and was voted out of my Committee in

         18  Governmental Operations.  I think it sends an

         19  important statement about where this Council stands.

         20                 And let me just say, having said

         21  that, that I want a quick moment for the record to

         22  say that the Caucus of Black, Hispanic and Asian

         23  members did have a discussion about the leadership

         24  vote and about the need for the Caucus to consider

         25  that.
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          2                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          3  member, you're out of order. You're not supposed to

          4  discuss that at this point.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Okay, thank

          6  you very much. I misunderstood. I thought this was

          7  the point at which I could raise that as well.

          8                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: No, you've

          9  already discussed that.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Okay. Well,

         11  for the record, I'm glad I did. Thank you.

         12                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Resolution

         13  585. All in favor?

         14                 Opposed?

         15                 Resolution is adopted.

         16                 Resolution 656. All in favor?

         17                 Opposed?

         18                 Resolution adopted.

         19                 Resolution 661-A. All in favor?

         20                 Opposed?

         21                 Resolution adopted.

         22                 General Discussion. First Council

         23  Member Perkins. Seabrook. Council Member Seabrook.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Thank you

         25  very much, Madam Public Advocate. I rise requesting
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          2  of my colleagues to Resolution 703. There are two

          3  resolutions, but Resolution 703 really congratulates

          4  and commends the City University of New York, Dr.

          5  Matthew Goldstein, President Edison O. Jackson of

          6  Medgar Evers College and President Jerrold Linch. As

          7  you know, there have been a vigorous struggle to

          8  have those schools and the monies allocated for

          9  their capital construction plan for the expansion.

         10                 Those are two schools who are

         11  certainly enjoying a tremendous amount of enrollment

         12  that they have expanded, and, so, with their

         13  successful efforts they have been able to secure the

         14  dollars necessary for the expansion. So, I urge my

         15  colleagues to join me in supporting Resolution 703

         16  and its adoption, that they can join on to that.

         17                 Madam Chair -- I've got to have a

         18  little bit of order in here.

         19                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Quiet,

         20  please. I can't hear the Council member.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: It's not

         22  over yet. This is one that I want you to listen to

         23  and listen to good.

         24                 This is a resolution that we're

         25  putting together, Resolution 704. This resolution
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          2  urges both the New York State Attorney General, and

          3  the New York State Legislature to review the

          4  suspension of Alton Matticks (phonetic) license to

          5  practice law in this state.

          6                 As you know, Alton Matticks' license

          7  has been suspended for an unsurmountable number of

          8  years, and that it is important that we as a body

          9  send a message so that the State Legislature who

         10  initiated this whole idea of taking his license, and

         11  to the Attorney General so that there can actually

         12  be a reviewing of the suspension of his license.

         13                 Alton Matticks, who has been a

         14  distinguished attorney in this City, and I might

         15  add, an attorney who has never had a client

         16  complaint filed against him.

         17                 And, so, I would hope that people

         18  would understand and support this resolution, and

         19  that we could have a discussion and that all of our

         20  members can join on to this resolution.

         21                 Thank you so very much, Madam Public

         22  Advocate.

         23                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         24  Member Perkins.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Thank you
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          2  very much, Madam Public Advocate.

          3                 I just want to call the attention of

          4  my colleagues to Reso 702. A resolution in support

          5  of the World Says No To War Day, taking place in New

          6  York and other cities around the world, on February

          7  15th, 2003.

          8                 As you know, there is a growing

          9  movement throughout our country as it relates to the

         10  activities on the part of the Bush Administration,

         11  in terms of Iraq, and there are those of us who feel

         12  that our City should be on record in terms of

         13  protecting this war, this drum roll to war that is

         14  in many respects crippling our efforts to do revenue

         15  sharing because we know that over $200 billion on a

         16  conservative estimate will be sucked out of our

         17  economy and diverted to this law, which will in turn

         18  have a serious impact on our ability in this Council

         19  and in this City to address our fiscal problems. And

         20  so, on the 15th there are those, over 50 cities in

         21  our country that will be convening on the steps of

         22  City Hall and ultimately at 49th Street and First

         23  Avenue, to protest the war and to call for an

         24  approach that includes peace as part of the process.

         25                 Thank you very much.
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          2                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

          3  Council Member.

          4                 Council Member Boyland.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: Thank you,

          6  Madam Chair.

          7                 I rise today to bring attention to

          8  the fact that when we walked in these halls this

          9  morning, there were a number of people rallying in

         10  front of City Hall.

         11                 These people I am speaking of are

         12  1707 day care workers and CSA workers, day care

         13  administrators. We must be cognitive of the fact

         14  that over 50,000 went without day care service today

         15  based on the fact that their contract had not been

         16  renewed since December of 1999.

         17                 We stood on the steps with our

         18  colleagues, the Women's Caucus, the General Welfare

         19  Committee and so on, State legislators and senators

         20  to talk about why we have not had the opportunity to

         21  sit down with the Mayor to discuss why our day care

         22  workers are going without a contract.

         23                 This is crucial to us because of the

         24  number of children that are serviced by our day care

         25  centers. We're talking about 350 day care services
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          2  that was literally the doors were shut closed today,

          3  based on the fact that they had not even had the

          4  opportunity to sit down in good faith with the

          5  Mayor.

          6                 So, I am calling on the Mayor and I

          7  am calling on my colleagues to help us do a letter

          8  writing campaign to let the mayor sit down and have

          9  an open discussion with the day care center workers

         10  and CSA so we can resolve this so I think within the

         11  next ten days if there is nothing resolved there is

         12  going to be another possible strike.

         13                 So, I ask for my colleagues' support

         14  in that manner. Thank you.

         15                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         16  Member Brewer.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Thank you very

         18  much. I just wanted to mention that there are three

         19  bills, I know that people are leaving but there are

         20  three bills being introduced today. One on FOIL, one

         21  on construction noise, and one trying to define the

         22  difference between alteration and demolition, and I

         23  just urge everyone to support them. Thank you very

         24  much.

         25                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council
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          2  Member Nelson.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Thank you,

          4  Madam Public Advocate.

          5                 First of all, I think we should say

          6  go hay fot choi (phonetic) to all citizens of New

          7  York and especially to our Chinese citizenry

          8  especially. All Asian, but I think it's mostly a

          9  Chinese New Year, I believe.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Lunar, Mike.

         11  Lunar.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Lunar New

         13  Year, by the way, which we had alternate side of the

         14  street parking suspended, thanks to Giff Miller, and

         15  I thank all of the co-sponsors to that, as well,

         16  along with Purim and Ash Wednesday.

         17                 Also, Reso 701, just briefly take a

         18  look at it, those of you who are here. It's asking

         19  to recognize the high Jewish holidays. Often times

         20  there's an important meeting at the UN, and the

         21  Jewish members cannot attend. So please address that

         22  and sign on.

         23                 Thank you. Thank you, Madam Public

         24  Chair.

         25                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council
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          2  Member Jennings.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER JENNINGS: Madam Public

          4  Advocate, I want to get clear why I stand as a man

          5  of God, and I've always invoked God's name, I get

          6  snickering, I don't know why, but we had more of

          7  God's love, and understood what God's love was all

          8  about, we wouldn't be going through the problems

          9  that are going through the society today. We

         10  wouldn't have violence in the streets, we wouldn't

         11  have people hating each other. We wouldn't have

         12  people in this body hating each other. We wouldn't

         13  have 9/11. There would have been no bombing in the

         14  world trade center. We wouldn't be going on our way

         15  to go to war with Iraq. We're going to war with

         16  Iraq, we had the 9/11 tragedy, we had all of the

         17  violence in this country and in this City because of

         18  hate. And I just want us to understand God's love is

         19  true, and we need to spread more love and less hate.

         20                 Madam Public Advocate, I don't have

         21  any regrets about my vote back in November, or any

         22  regrets that happened here today, because I love God

         23  and I love my colleagues and I love the Speaker. I

         24  love you, my brother, and I forgive you. And I

         25  understand, and we have to understand that he is new
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          2  and sometimes a person who is new, you have to, you

          3  know, let people understand how to take control of

          4  the body, and he's just going through his growing

          5  experiences, and I understand, and I hope in the

          6  future that things could be done in more of a loving

          7  and humble way. I think that when you show love and

          8  you treat people kindly, you can get more and more

          9  and more than when you use a bat across the head.

         10                 You know, I got here not because I

         11  was elected by any political organizations, or any

         12  wealthy persons sponsoring me, I came here simply

         13  because the people put me here, and I'm eternally

         14  grateful to the people of my district and the people

         15  of the City of New York for allowing me to serve

         16  them.

         17                 Thank you.

         18                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         19  Member Davis.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER DAVIS: Thank you,

         21  Madam Public Advocate.

         22                 When I respond, when I used to

         23  respond to a home, I never said who is on the other

         24  end of that 911 phone call. I just responded. And

         25  when I went into a dark alley or whatever I did, I

                                                            143

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  responded. I never said is an Italian calling or a

          3  Chinese calling, or African-American calling. It

          4  didn't matter. It was a person on the other end, a

          5  citizen of New York responding.

          6                 And I want to just make it clear for

          7  the record that I disagree with Councilwoman

          8  Madeline Provenzano. I never said Italian. I said

          9  that this City Council should not be associated with

         10  mafia.

         11                 Now, I would say to her, I would not

         12  associate, I wouldn't get offended if someone said

         13  that this City Council should not act like we're

         14  criminals. That doesn't mean black people. I

         15  wouldn't get offended if someone said this Council

         16  should not act like we're people who are taking, or

         17  some bad word, I wouldn't say that's black people. I

         18  don't think that she should say, hey, the word of

         19  "mafia," and associate mafia with Italians, because

         20  I don't think the word mafia should be associated

         21  with Italian or Chinese or African-American or any

         22  other people. She's got to understand that. And I

         23  think that it's time, that I understand the past,

         24  but when I'm speaking, mafia doesn't have anything

         25  to do with Italians, because I love all of God's
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          2  people, black, white, Jew, Gentile, Protestant,

          3  Catholic, just for the record.

          4                 Now, in the City Council for our

          5  vote, the Mayor has already threatened to come into

          6  our district and campaign against us. And we have

          7  others threatening, well, I'm going to campaign

          8  against you. But we voted the will of the conscience

          9  of our people, our district.

         10                 Maybe my colleagues, their

         11  constituents told them to vote in another way.

         12  That's on them. I can't say. I'm not in their

         13  district. But my constituents made clear to me and

         14  people across the City, so when I voted for the

         15  property tax hike -- or against the property tax

         16  hike, I thought I was doing the will of the City of

         17  New York. But it is a collective vote as a body. We

         18  voted. I voted against the cell phone today. It

         19  passed. It's a collective body; any other way is a

         20  communism. I support democracy, and if the people in

         21  my district want to put me back in office, so be it.

         22  And if not, so be it.

         23                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

         24  Council member.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER DAVIS: Thank you.
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          2                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: No more?

          3  Meeting is adjourned.

          4                 (Hearing concluded at 5:00 p.m.)
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          4

          5     STATE OF NEW YORK   )

          6     COUNTY OF NEW YORK  )

          7

          8

          9                 I, CINDY MILLELOT, a Certified

         10  Shorthand Reporter and Notary Public in and for the

         11  State of New York, do hereby certify that the

         12  foregoing is a true and accurate transcript of the

         13  within proceeding.

         14                 I further certify that I am not

         15  related to any of the parties to this action by

         16  blood or marriage, and that I am in no way

         17  interested in the outcome of this matter.

         18                 IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto

         19  set my hand this 12th day of February 2003.
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