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          2                 SPEAKER MILLER: I'd like to give the

          3  microphone to Council Member Barron so that he can

          4  introduce his guests and all of our guests.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Thank you very

          6  much, Mr. Speaker.

          7                 I'm going to ask Mr. Jefferson to

          8  come forward with this daughters.

          9                 Excuse us for a second, please.

         10                 Mr. Jefferson. I want everybody to

         11  give a big hand-clap to Mr. William Jefferson, 103

         12  years young.

         13                 We're going to ask the clerk to read

         14  the proclamation, but we're just honored to have him

         15  here with his daughters, give his lovely daughters a

         16  hand-clap, and the senior citizens from Linden Plaza

         17  Houses in East New York, we're just honored to be

         18  here to honor Mr. Jefferson, and we'll have the

         19  clerk read the proclamation, after the proclamation

         20  we'll have some words from Mr. Jefferson.

         21                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: The Council, City

         22  of New York.

         23                 Whereas: The Council of the City of

         24  New York is pleased and proud to join family,

         25  friends and distinguished community members in
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          2  honoring Mr. William Jefferson  as he celebrates his

          3  103rd birthday; and

          4                 Whereas: Seniors are important

          5  members of society, individuals whose contributions

          6  have helped shape and inform the modern world; from

          7  electricians and educators to business owners and

          8  artists, we have all been enriched by the legacy of

          9  the senior community, a legacy that has ensured the

         10  safety, progress and prosperity of our great country

         11  for generations to come; and

         12                 Whereas: Today, we come together to

         13  honor the life and legacy of William Jefferson, a

         14  man who has achieved the distinction of living one

         15  hundred and three years: Mr. Jefferson is an

         16  individual of remarkable strength, character and

         17  dignity who has experienced all that the 20th

         18  century had to offer and is still here to tell us

         19  his story; and

         20                 Whereas: Born in South Carolina on

         21  January 2nd, 1900, William Jefferson eventually came

         22  East - first to New Jersey and then on to New York -

         23  where he vigorously applied himself to learning many

         24  skills, such as electrical work, plumbing and house

         25  painting; and
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          2                 Whereas: After obtaining a position

          3  at the American window Shade Company, William worked

          4  at hanging shades and blinds in many of our City's

          5  public schools and businesses; and

          6                 Whereas: After retiring in 1967,

          7  William Jefferson continued to help others in any

          8  way he could; in 1976 he moved to Linden Plaza and

          9  began offering his time, energy and love to his

         10  neighbors; he helped start the Senior Citizens

         11  Center and established the community garden, one of

         12  his great passions; and

         13                 Whereas: A devoted husband to his

         14  loving wife, the late Mabel Stevens; an adoring

         15  father to his five daughters, Willa Mae, Carrie,

         16  Louise, Mabel and Theresa, and role-model to his

         17  grandchildren, and great-grandchildren, William

         18  Jefferson continues to instruct others by his

         19  example and is an inspiration to those who know and

         20  love him; now, therefore

         21                 Be It Known: That the Council of the

         22  City of New York honors WILLIAM JEFFERSON on the

         23  occasion of his 103rd BIRTHDAY and commends him for

         24  his contribution to our City.

         25                 Signed this 29th day of January in
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          2  the year Two Thousand and Three, Speaker Gifford

          3  Miller for the Entire Council; Charles Barron,

          4  Council Member, 42nd District, Brooklyn.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Thank you.

          6                 And now we'll hear some words from

          7  Mr. Jefferson himself.

          8                 MR. JEFFERSON: I'm proud to be here

          9  with these wonderful people. Another five years ago

         10  I'll be here again.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Thank you very

         12  much, and God bless all of you.

         13                 Mr. Speaker.

         14                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you. Thank you

         15  very much for being here.

         16                 Is Council Member Vallone, Jr., here?

         17  Jr.

         18                 Today we're honoring the 100th

         19  anniversary of the Bide-A-Wee Home Association.

         20                 Council Member Vallone, Jr., would

         21  like to say a few words.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Can I please

         23  have the representatives of Bid-A-Wee come on up?

         24                 As they approach, some of you may

         25  notice that some of these representatives are
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          2  related to me.

          3                 I think both of my parents are here.

          4  One of the things I did learn from my parents, that

          5  obviously is not public speaking or politics, but it

          6  is a love of animals, and I think that's mostly from

          7  my mother, who is over there on my right, and

          8  because of that, I think it's very fitting that the

          9  City Council honor today a group that's done more

         10  for animals than probably any other group in

         11  existence in the world.

         12                 This year is the 100th anniversary of

         13  the Bide-A-Wee Association's existence for helping

         14  animals, and today the City Council is going to

         15  present the proclamation, which will be read later,

         16  to the Bide-A-Wee Association. I'm going to hand it

         17  now to the Chairperson of that group, Ms. Buffy

         18  Cook.

         19                 Would the clerk please read the

         20  proclamation.

         21                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: The Council, City

         22  of New York, Proclamation.

         23                 Whereas: The Council of the City of

         24  New York is pleased and proud to join family,

         25  friends, distinguished community members and adoring
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          2  pets on the occasion of Bide-A-Wee Home

          3  Association's 100th Anniversary, and to honor it for

          4  a century of exceptional humane service; and

          5                 Whereas: We are a City made strong by

          6  the efforts of individuals and organizations who

          7  give exemplary service to the community, whether

          8  through participation in volunteer programs, through

          9  unique personal achievement in their professional or

         10  other endeavors, or through a lifetime of good

         11  citizenry; and

         12                 Whereas: Today, we celebrate a

         13  milestone in the life of one such organization - the

         14  100th anniversary of Bide-A-Wee, an organization

         15  that has added to the time honored tradition of

         16  strengthening our City by providing humane services

         17  for tens of thousands of animals each year; and

         18                 Whereas: One of the first humane

         19  organizations in the United States, Bide-A-Wee Home

         20  Association has been serving our City since 1903,

         21  it's primary purpose to give temporary shelter and

         22  find permanent, loving responsible homes for

         23  unwanted dogs, cats, puppies and kittens, to date,

         24  over one million pets have been adopted; and

         25                 Whereas: Every year, thousands of
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          2  helpless, unwanted pets are taken in by Bide-A-Wee

          3  and receive shelter, food, medical care,

          4  companionship and most of all love, within a few

          5  months, almost all are successfully placed with

          6  carefully screened adopters; and

          7                 Whereas: Bide-A-Wee provides a

          8  variety of other services to our City, among which

          9  are humane education, free spaying and altering for

         10  young adult dogs and cats, an externship program for

         11  veterinarian students, pet therapy, pet memorial

         12  parks and a unique retirement home on Long Island

         13  for older, un-adoptable pets; and

         14                 Whereas: Bide-A-Wee (a Scottish

         15  expression meaning "Stay Awhile") is a model of

         16  civic virtue and is truly a remarkable organization

         17  that exemplifies all that is most noble and most

         18  generous in the human spirit of kindness and

         19  compassion; it has greatly enriched our City with

         20  its presence and it is with a deep sense of

         21  gratitude that we honor it today; now, therefore,

         22                 Be It Known: That the Council of the

         23  City of New York congratulates the BIDE-A-WEE HOME

         24  ASSOCIATION on the occasion of its 100th ANNIVERSARY

         25  and commends it for the extraordinarily humane work
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          2  it has provided to millions of pets over the years.

          3                 Signed this 29th day of January in

          4  the year Two Thousand and Three, Gifford Miller,

          5  Speaker for the Entire Council; Peter Vallone, Jr.,

          6  Council Member, 22nd District, Queens.

          7                 MS. COOK: Hi, I'm Buffy Cook, I'm

          8  Chairman of the Board of Bide-A-Wee, and I just find

          9  this overwhelming, we are really, really so grateful

         10  to you and to this whole Council to give us this

         11  wonderful proclamation.

         12                 We've been in business 100 years now,

         13  and it started with our founder building cement

         14  troughs on Fifth Avenue for the horses to drink,

         15  because there were no place for them to get water as

         16  they walked up Fifth Avenue, and we've been here

         17  ever since. We're out in Long Island, and we've

         18  handled over a million animals.

         19                 We have a huge organization now with

         20  outreach programs.

         21                 Anyway, I just am so grateful, and we

         22  all are.

         23                 I would like to introduce our

         24  President and CEO, this is Ray Samala. We have Vice

         25  Chairman Bill Buker. And the Director, Joe Garrison;
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          2  and Amy Cohen our Vice President. We're all very,

          3  very grateful, and thank you so much.

          4                 SPEAKER MILLER: I think, my

          5  colleagues, it's only fair for me to have the

          6  opportunity to introduce the next person to say a

          7  few words, and that is -- most of you know that I

          8  struggle with a burden that would overwhelm most

          9  mortal men, which is following in the footsteps of

         10  our great Speaker Peter Vallone.

         11                 What people don't know is that my

         12  poor wife has to match the legacy to Tena Vallone,

         13  as giving so much to the City of New York, and

         14  always being such a gracious, extraordinarily

         15  generous person to all of us in the City Council.

         16                 But truthfully, really, all of us

         17  stand on the shoulders that Peter Vallone lifted

         18  this Council to, almost single-handedly in some

         19  ways, but as the leader of this Council, and in

         20  helping to shape what this Council has been and can

         21  be and will be, we're extraordinarily grateful to

         22  him for all that he does and has done for the City

         23  of New York, and Peter, we would be honored if you

         24  would say a few words.

         25                 PETER VALLONE: Thank you, Mr.
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          2  Speaker, I'm very proud of you, and my colleagues in

          3  the Council. I think history will record, from the

          4  start of recorded history, that a civilization will

          5  be judged eventually by how it treats its animals,

          6  because if you're cruel to animals, you're certainly

          7  going to be cruel to the human beings that follow.

          8                 So, it's a great pleasure. I know

          9  that my wife wants to go back to cleaning cages at

         10  Bide-A-Wee, which she does very, very well. And

         11  congratulations to all. And thank you, Mr. Speaker.

         12  Thanks to Council for keeping an eye on and make

         13  sure that our humane laws are enforced and brought

         14  up to date when necessary.

         15                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you all.

         16                 PETER VALLONE: Mr. Speaker, while I'm

         17  here, I have the great pleasure of introducing to

         18  you and to the City Council the CEO of the Great

         19  Museum in France, the Louve, who is -- actually, we

         20  had this painting on loan to the Louve, one of the

         21  great paintings of Marquis De Lafayette, the only

         22  likeness of he Marquis Lafayette, true likeness that

         23  we have, painted by Samuel Morse, the inventor of

         24  the Morse Code. So, I'm going to ask Mr. Selus to

         25  come up here, Daidas Selus, the CEO of the Louve,
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          2  and when you go to France, this is the man to see,

          3  if you really want to see that museum.

          4                 SPEAKER MILLER: Well, we welcome you

          5  to our City. We're so thrilled that you're here. We

          6  hope that this means that you're prepared, and you

          7  and your board are prepared to fly the entire City

          8  Council to Paris to visit the Louve in the very,

          9  very near future.

         10                 MR. SELUS: We already did that with

         11  Mr. Vallone. I hope he appreciated it. And I'm here

         12  to foster the education between your public school

         13  and the Louve and all public school in Paris, so I

         14  hope that we can do that in the next years with the

         15  City of New York. Thank you.

         16                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you.

         17                 Okay, if Council Members Rivera and

         18  Koppell could come forward, and the All Star Knights

         19  Chess Team.

         20                 Council Member Koppell will give a

         21  brief opening remark.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Thank you

         23  very much, Mr. Speaker.

         24                 Can we have all of the kids come

         25  forward? Maybe a few more on that side, a couple of
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          2  the boys on that side, and then we'll have people

          3  from Chess in the schools, and from District 10 and

          4  the School Board.

          5                 Mr. Speaker, I'm delighted, Mr.

          6  Speaker, to present to you these young men and women

          7  from Middle School 118, which is part of District

          8  10. You may recall that I was the President of

          9  District 10 before I joined this body, and they live

         10  in either my district, or many of the live actually

         11  in Council Member Joel Rivera's District, in which

         12  the school is located, and these young people have

         13  really distinguished themselves, the sixth grade

         14  from 118 won the national scholastic chess

         15  championship in Atlanta, Georgia, competing against

         16  hundreds of other private and public schools.

         17                 The Seventh Grade won second place

         18  and the Eighth Grade won third place in that

         19  national competition, and we're all so proud of them

         20  and grateful also to the principal, Julia Cox, who

         21  is here today, to all their advisors and to the

         22  program Chess in the schools that's represented here

         23  by Louis Coleman and also Marly Kaplan, who provides

         24  support for the Chess program in over 100 schools.

         25                 Mr. Speaker, I'm delighted that
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          2  you're here to also welcome and congratulate the

          3  kids and their sponsors.

          4                 SPEAKER MILLER: Council Member

          5  Rivera, you would like to say a few words?

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: Yes, thank

          7  you.

          8                 Today we're here gathered to

          9  recognize the champions from the Bronx. These are

         10  the champions from the Bronx, and I'm proud that

         11  we're able to recognize them, because these are kids

         12  that come from lower income and middle income

         13  communities that thrive to succeed.

         14                 It is important that we continue to

         15  support our children and continue to put children

         16  first, and that's why I'm honored to be here today,

         17  to recognize these young children.

         18                 As you can see, they range from the

         19  ages of 11 to about 14 or 15 years old, and they are

         20  champions in Chess, which is a very strategic mental

         21  sport that kids play and adults play and maybe we'll

         22  have a Chess King masters here within the future and

         23  I'll look forward to that.

         24                 We have to continue supporting this

         25  organization, because it enriches the minds of our
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          2  children within the City of New York.

          3                 We have to continue supporting it

          4  because it gives them an opportunity to take part in

          5  something positive instead of something negative,

          6  and this is a Council-funded initiative, so we have

          7  to make sure that this Council continues to fund

          8  this organization, continue to give opportunity to

          9  the young men and women within the Borough of the

         10  Bronx.

         11                 Thank you very much. Let's give a big

         12  round of applause to the champions of the Bronx.

         13                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you.

         14                 If the Clerk could read the

         15  proclamation.

         16                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: The Council, City

         17  of New York, Proclamation.

         18                 Whereas: The Council of the City of

         19  New York is pleased and proud to join the students

         20  and the staff of William W. Niles Middle School 18,

         21  in celebrating the recent achievements of their

         22  Chess team and to honor MS 118 for providing its

         23  students with an environment and education fit for

         24  champions; and

         25                 Whereas: Located at 179th Street in
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          2  the East Tremont section of the Bronx, MS 118 is at

          3  the forefront of educational reform, and innovative

          4  the staff of MS 118 is supported by dynamic

          5  administration that encourages innovation,

          6  experimentation, and creativity. Its stated vision

          7  is to create a community of lifelong learners who

          8  will be the leading citizens of tomorrow;

          9                 Whereas: The school hosted a Chess

         10  program and a championship Chess team; and

         11                 Whereas; although they were delayed

         12  on their way to the 202 great nationals in Atlanta,

         13  MS 118 sixth, seventh and eighth grade team came

         14  away with the championship with first, second and

         15  third place prizes respectfully;

         16                 Whereas: The students of this school

         17  placed among the top 100 players in the United

         18  States in their age group by the USCF; now,

         19  therefore,

         20                 Be It Known: That the Council of the

         21  City of New York most gratefully honors the ALL STAR

         22  KNIGHTS CHESS TEAM for its exemplary contribution to

         23  the City and the community.

         24                 Signed this 29th day of January in

         25  the year two thousand and two, Gifford Miller,
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          2  Speaker for the Entire Council, G. Oliver Koppell,

          3  Council Member, 11th District, the Bronx; Joel

          4  Rivera, Majority Leader, Council Member, 15th

          5  District, Bronx.

          6                 SPEAKER MILLER: My colleagues we're

          7  going to ask the principal Julia Cox to say just a

          8  few words on behalf of the school.

          9                 MS. COX: On behalf of the Middle

         10  School 118 community, we would like to thank with

         11  our most sincere hearts the City Council for their

         12  support of chess in the schools, which makes all of

         13  this possible.

         14                 We'd like to thank Oliver Koppell,

         15  and Joel Rivera, for recognizing the excellence that

         16  exists in the Bronx, and we'd like to thank the

         17  Council and Chess In Schools for providing us with

         18  the opportunity for the rest of the world to

         19  recognize as well. Thanks again.

         20                 SPEAKER MILLER: Also, on behalf of

         21  the school board, Lee Nieves.

         22                 MR. NIEVES: Good afternoon. On behalf

         23  of Community School Board 10, I'd like to

         24  congratulate these All Star Knight Chess champions

         25  for their tremendous work.
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          2                 Congratulations.

          3                 SPEAKER MILLER: And, finally, on

          4  behalf of Chess In The Schools, Lewis Coleman.

          5                 MR. COLEMAN: I'm very proud to be

          6  here today, because Chess In Schools has been very

          7  dear to my heart.

          8                 This program started in 1986 as an

          9  experiment in three schools, and we now have about

         10  160 schools with 38,000 kids.

         11                 Our objective really is to give these

         12  kids from primarily Title 1 schools the opportunity

         13  to use Chess as a way to get ahead, get self-esteem

         14  and help them.

         15                 A corollary to that has been

         16  something which we can't do anything about. Some of

         17  these kids get so good they want to go to

         18  tournaments and this is what's happened and this is

         19  what you've seen today. It's not our objective, but

         20  we're proud of them for succeeding and staying to

         21  it.

         22                 I'm happy to be here and I hope this

         23  continues for many, many years.

         24                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you, Lewis. Let

         25  me just close by saying, the Public Advocate is also

                                                            21

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  here, Betsy Gotbaum, a supporter, and we in the

          3  Council, we're very proud to support Chess In The

          4  Schools, and as Council Member Koppell just pointed

          5  out, this really does put alie to those that say

          6  that we can't achieve things, and shows that if you

          7  give kids the resources and the opportunities, that

          8  they can succeed beyond our, even our wildest

          9  expectations, and for this group to go down into the

         10  national championship and bring home some victories

         11  for this City is a wonderful thing. Thank you all

         12  for what you do.

         13                 Council Member Sanders. If Council

         14  Member Sanders could come forward, our next

         15  ceremonial.

         16                 There he is. Do you have our honoree

         17  with you?

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Yes.

         19                 SPEAKER MILLER: Good.

         20                 My friends, Council Member Sanders is

         21  going to say a few words, but we've been joined by

         22  Idalia Viard, who has done an extraordinary thing.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Mr. Speaker,

         24  you are one in a thousand. I want to introduce you

         25  to a young lady who is one in 100,000.
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          2                 One-hundred thousand people competed

          3  for this fine award and this young lady won, and I'm

          4  going to be brief because I want to have the clerk,

          5  of course, read the proclamation.

          6                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: The Council, City

          7  of New York, Proclamation.

          8                 Whereas: The Council of the City of

          9  New York congratulates Idalia Viard of PS 106 in Far

         10  Rockaway on drawing a very beautiful picture and

         11  winning the 2003 Reading Is Fundamental Poster

         12  Contest; and

         13                 Whereas: Idalia Viard is a

         14  10-year-old fifth grader at Public School 106 in Far

         15  Rockaway and is a very special young lady; and

         16                 Whereas: Idalia's beautiful drawing

         17  of a multi-colored flower with two bees reading a

         18  book and saying "Bee Smart. Read with a friend" was

         19  selected as the best of more than 100,000 nationwide

         20  entries in the 18th Annual Reading Is Fundamental

         21  Poster Contest; and

         22                 Whereas: Idalia is an excellent

         23  student and loves to read. In her own words, she

         24  says that "reading is important because it boosts

         25  your imagination and expands your vocabulary; and
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          2                 Whereas Idalia likes to read with her

          3  friends because "you're sharing something and it

          4  gives you a better friendship," she also likes

          5  reading with her parents because when she reads a

          6  book that has hard words, her mom or dad will sound

          7  it out for her and tell her what it means; and

          8                 Whereas: Idalia has shown

          9  imagination, talent and great promise in her artwork

         10  and has made her family, friends and teachers very

         11  proud of her efforts; now, therefore

         12                 Be It Known: That the Council of the

         13  City of New York congratulates IDALIA VIARD for her

         14  beautiful drawing and for winning the 2003 READING

         15  IS FUNDAMENTAL POSTER CONTEST.

         16                 Signed this 29th day of January in

         17  the year Two Thousand and Three, Gifford Miller,

         18  Speaker for the Entire Council; James Sanders, Jr.,

         19  Council Member, 31st District, Queens.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: If we can

         21  hear from the Chief of Staff.

         22                 MR. CANTLEY: I'm Brent Cantley,

         23  representing Reading is Fundamental. We're here on

         24  behalf of the 5 million children we serve annually

         25  in the United States, providing them with books and
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          2  other essential literacy services, and we're very

          3  proud of Idalia, and we're especially thankful for

          4  Nestle's generous support to make this all possible.

          5                 Thank you.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: We spoke of

          7  Nestle, why don't we hear from Nestle in the form of

          8  Ms. Rita Henderson.

          9                 MS. HENDERSON: Thank you so much.

         10                 It is such a pleasure to be here

         11  today.  From sunny Southern California, we bring you

         12  our congratulations. Nestle, not only the world's

         13  largest food company, but a company that is

         14  passionate about children and education, and we have

         15  partnered with Reading Is Fundamental since 1996 and

         16  shared their vision that every child deserves to

         17  know how to read and should have books.

         18                 Congratulations, Idalia.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: I

         20  congratulate Nestle's also, and I'm sure that our

         21  chocolate for the City Council is in the mail.

         22                 Last but never least, the champ

         23  herself, Ms. Idalia.

         24                 MS. IDALIA: I'd like to thank my

         25  mother, Mrs. Baris, Mrs. Wader and RIF for choosing
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          2  me.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Thank you

          4  very much, Mr. Speaker.

          5                 SPEAKER MILLER: And congratulations

          6  to your entire family, and we're all so proud of

          7  you. Congratulations.

          8                 If Council Member Provenzano could

          9  come forward.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: I'm right

         11  here. Here I am. Gifford, I know I'm short but...

         12  Don't say anything.

         13                 SPEAKER MILLER: Do you want to come

         14  up here?

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: No, I'm

         16  going to do this and then I'll bring my police

         17  officers up to you.

         18                 SPEAKER MILLER: Okay.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: It's

         20  really an honor for me today to have four police

         21  officers from the 45th Precinct. The four officers,

         22  Sergeant Charles Daskalakis, Officer John Ferrer,

         23  Officer Anthony LeDonne, and Officer Faziool Shaffi,

         24  and they're accompanied by the Commanding Officer of

         25  the 45th Precinct James Kipaldo, and our Borough
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          2  Chief Anthony Izzo.

          3                 These four officers were on the scene

          4  on December 29th, Sunday, at 4:00 a.m. in the

          5  morning when a building on East Tremont Avenue burst

          6  into flames.

          7                 Sergeant Charles Daskalakis, I love

          8  to say your name, arrived on the scene first,

          9  smashed the lobby door window, and was hit with a

         10  wall of heavy smoke.

         11                 The four officers decided to remain

         12  together, as they heard cries upstairs, they formed

         13  a human chain, they felt their way to the second

         14  floor room where they found the victims, three

         15  victims and led them to safety. And I really am

         16  pleased. I think these four officers displayed the

         17  highest degree of heroism, courage and compassion

         18  for their fellow man. They put their own lives at

         19  risk, and they're not firemen, they're police

         20  officers and they're from my precinct, so I'm truly,

         21  truly proud of them today.

         22                 SPEAKER MILLER: And if the clerk

         23  could read the proclamation.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO; will the

         25  families please come up?
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          2                 SPEAKER MILLER: Yes, please have the

          3  families join us. And then if the clerk could read

          4  the proclamation.

          5                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: The Council, City

          6  of New York, Proclamation.

          7                 The Council of the City of New York

          8  is pleased and proud to recognize Sgt. Charles

          9  Daskalakis for his bravery while rushing to the aid

         10  of those in need during a fire emergency; and

         11                 Whereas: When flames erupted shortly

         12  after 4:00 a.m. in a building on East Tremont Avenue

         13  on the morning of Sunday, December 29th, 2002, Sgt.

         14  Charles Daskalaksi, Officer John Ferrer, Officer

         15  Anthony LeDonne, and Officer Faziool Shaffi reported

         16  to the blaze; and

         17                 Whereas: When notified of this

         18  emergency situation, the officers were in their

         19  station house a few blocks from the fire and Sgt.

         20  Charles Daskalakis arrived on the scene first and

         21  smashed the lobby door window and was hit with a

         22  wall of thick smoke; and

         23                 Whereas: With flames erupting

         24  everywhere around them, the officers decided to

         25  remain together as they heard faint cries up in the
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          2  stairs and formed a human chain as they felt their

          3  way to the second floor room where they found the

          4  victims huddled and led them to safety; and

          5                 Whereas: The bravery and heroism of

          6  these officers was evident during this three-alarm

          7  fire when, without hesitation, they put their own

          8  lives at risk and entered a burning building to

          9  rescue three residents; and

         10                 Whereas: These police officers are

         11  deserving of the community's deepest respect and

         12  gratitude; now, therefore

         13                 Be It Known: The Council of the City

         14  of New York salutes SGT. CHARLES DASKALAKIS for his

         15  heroic and unselfish act of bravery while assisting

         16  his fellow man in a time of need.

         17                 Signed this 29th Day of January in

         18  the year two thousand and three, Gifford Miller,

         19  Speaker for the Entire Council; Madeline Provenzano,

         20  Councilwoman, 13th District, Bronx.

         21                 SPEAKER MILLER: My colleagues, I know

         22  we all want to thank all these officers, we also

         23  want to thank their families who support them and

         24  make it possible for them to go out and save all of

         25  our families.
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          2                 So, thank you all very, very much for

          3  what you do for the City of New York.

          4                 COMMANDING OFFICER KIPALDO: General

          5  Douglas McArthur said that the noblest development

          6  of mankind was a man who was willing to give his

          7  life for an ideal, for his country, for his fellow

          8  soldier.

          9                 In civil service perhaps that ideal

         10  is reflected in servants who are willing to give

         11  their lives for the safety of innocents and men and

         12  women who are total strangers to them.

         13                 We saw it in the World Trade Center,

         14  we see it now in the waters off City Island where

         15  police SCUBA dive into 33 degree temperatures to try

         16  and bring closure to the families of the missing

         17  boys, and I saw it on December 29th when my Sergeant

         18  and my three officers went into a burning building

         19  to rescue three people who were complete strangers

         20  to them.

         21                 Sergeant Daskalakis, Officer LeDonne

         22  and Shaffi, once again I commend you for your

         23  bravery.

         24                 Your families, I say you should be

         25  proud of them, God knows we are. Good luck. God
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          2  bless.

          3                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you. Thank you,

          4  all. Thank you very much.

          5                 My colleagues, we have one more

          6  ceremonial.

          7                 We began this meeting honoring a

          8  centenarians, we're going to end our ceremonial

          9  portion by honoring a centenarian, and we've been

         10  joined by Council Member David Weprin, who has

         11  brought this extraordinary individual along with us.

         12                 Council Member Weprin.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: We have with

         14  us today, Mr. Benjamin Federbush, who just

         15  celebrated on January 12th his 100th birthday, and

         16  he's accompanied by his daughter Barbara Bilian, and

         17  his son-in-law Arian Bilian, and we had to really

         18  convince Mr. Federbush to come today, because he has

         19  never missed a day at his senior center for the last

         20  28 years. He's been a volunteer at the Jasis Senior

         21  Center, and he pretty much runs the place, from what

         22  I understand, which is at the Holliswood Jewish

         23  Center in my district, and he was very reluctant to

         24  come during lunch hour, I want you to know, and the

         25  only reason he decided to come was he wanted to
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          2  thank the City Council for their efforts in keeping

          3  the senior centers open. And he was very proud of

          4  that, and I understand there's a group led by Bobbie

          5  Sachman in the balcony from the Council of Senior

          6  Centers and Services, who also wanted to thank us

          7  for our efforts in helping out with the senior

          8  centers.

          9                 SPEAKER MILLER: If the clerk could

         10  read the proclamation, please.

         11                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: The Council, City

         12  of New York, Proclamation.

         13                 The Council of the City of New York

         14  is pleased and proud to join with the members and

         15  friends of Benjamin Federbush as they come together

         16  this day at meeting the meeting of the Jewish

         17  Association for Services for the Aged at the

         18  Holliswood Jewish Center as they celebrate the one

         19  hundredth birthday of its esteemed member Benjamin

         20  Federbush; and

         21                 Whereas: WE are a City made strong by

         22  the efforts of individuals who give exemplary

         23  service to the community, whether through

         24  participation in volunteer programs, through unique

         25  personal achievement in professional or other
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          2  endeavors, or through a lifetime of good citizenry;

          3  and

          4                 Whereas: On January 12, 1903 Benjamin

          5  Federbush was born on the Lower East Side of

          6  Manhattan and like so many others who were born in

          7  that neighborhood grew up and became vital and

          8  vibrant citizens of this City; and

          9                 Whereas: Inspired with the promise of

         10  education and imbued with a strong sense of

         11  perseverance, Benjamin Federbush began a career on

         12  Wall Street that where he rose from messenger to

         13  operating a quotation phone to that of a bond

         14  salesman; and

         15                 Whereas: In the truest sense of

         16  fulfilling the American dream, Benjamin married

         17  Minnie Jacoby and raised a family and is now blessed

         18  with the august title of grandfather and great

         19  grandfather with all the benefits it provides; and

         20                 Whereas: The Jewish Association for

         21  Services for the Aged has benefitted greatly from

         22  Ben's sagacity, goodwill and dedication;

         23                 Be It Known: That the Council of the

         24  City of New York most gratefully honors BENJAMIN

         25  FEDERBUSH for HIS sterling contribution to the City
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          2  of New York, and joins with their colleagues in

          3  celebrating the goodwill he has generated these many

          4  years.

          5                 Signed this 29th day of January in

          6  the year two thousand and three, Gifford Miller,

          7  Speaker for the Entire Council; David I. Weprin,

          8  Council Member, 23rd District, Queens.

          9                 SPEAKER MILLER: Yes, Mr. Federbush,

         10  we'd be honored if you'd grace us with a few words.

         11                 MR. FEDERBUSH: I don't know what to

         12  say. I'm overwhelmed.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: What's the

         14  secret to your long life?

         15                 MS. FEDERBUSH: Well, I never smoked

         16  and I never drank, and I have a wonderful family, a

         17  wonderful daughter and a wonderful son-in-law, and

         18  the rest of the family is somewhere's around in the

         19  building, I hope they can be here with me now. Can

         20  they be here?

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: I think they

         22  had to go home.

         23                 MR. FEDERBUSH: Oh, they went home?

         24                 SPEAKER MILLER: But we're glad that

         25  so many of your family was able to be here with you
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          2  today, and we're honored by your presence, all of

          3  us. Thank you.

          4                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: It

          5  the Stated Meeting of January 29th is called to

          6  order.

          7                 Roll call.

          8                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Addabbo.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Here.

         10                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Avella.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Here.

         12                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Baez.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ: Here.

         14                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Barron.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Here.

         16                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Boyland.

         17                 (No response.)

         18                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Brewer.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Yes.

         20                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Clarke.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Here.

         22                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Comrie.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Present.

         24                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Davis.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER DAVIS: Present.
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          2                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: DeBlasio.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEBLASIO: Here.

          4                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Dilan.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER MALAVE-DILAN: Present.

          6                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Felder.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Here.

          8                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Fidler.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Here.

         10                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Foster.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Here.

         12                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gallagher.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Here.

         14                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gennaro.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Here.

         16                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gerson.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Here.

         18                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gioia.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: Here.

         20                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gonzalez.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER GONZALEZ: Here.

         22                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Jackson.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Here.

         24                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Jennings.

         25                 (No response.)
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          2                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Katz.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Here.

          4                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Koppell.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Here.

          6                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Lanza.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER LANZA: Here.

          8                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Liu.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Here.

         10                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Lopez.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: Here.

         12                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Martinez.

         13                 (No response.)

         14                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: McMahon.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Here.

         16                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Monserrate.

         17                 (No response.)

         18                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Moskowitz.

         19                 (No response.)

         20                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Nelson.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Here.

         22                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Perkins.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Here.

         24                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Provenzano.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: Here.
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          2                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Quinn.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: Here.

          4                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Recchia.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Here.

          6                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Reed.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: Here.

          8                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Reyna.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: Here.

         10                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Sanders.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Here.

         12                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Seabrook.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Here.

         14                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Sears.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Here.

         16                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Serrano.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER SERRANO: Here.

         18                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Stewart.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Yes.

         20                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Vallone.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Here.

         22                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Vann.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Here.

         24                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Weprin.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Here.
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          2                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Yassky.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Here.

          4                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Oddo.

          5                 (No response.)

          6                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Rivera.

          7                 (No response.)

          8                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Speaker Miller.

          9                 SPEAKER MILLER: Here.

         10                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: A quorum is

         11  present.

         12                 All rise for the Invocation by Father

         13  James Hayes.

         14                 FATHER HAYES: God, our Creator, we

         15  gather here this day as elected officials, leaders,

         16  stewards, guardians to the public trust, members of

         17  this City Council;

         18                 We gather to work in harmony and

         19  peace for the good of all, who live and work in this

         20  great City;

         21                 Guide the members of this Council,

         22  grant to these stewards to this City inner strength,

         23  wisdom and a sense of justice.

         24                 We gather here this day in the spirit

         25  of unity, to dialogue, discuss and vote on issues
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          2  that will enhance the true quality of life for all;

          3                 Allow them to administer their office

          4  in righteousness, may they encouraged due respect

          5  for all life and diversity;

          6                 May they execute the laws with

          7  justice, and we ask that our gathering be tempered

          8  by a great sense of inner wisdom; a wisdom that will

          9  enable us to see in a clearer manner, create new

         10  paths, to discern new directions, to continue to

         11  plan and build up this great City.

         12                 We gather here this day in the spirit

         13  of gratitude, a gratitude for all the gifts we have

         14  been bestowed on each one of us here this day;

         15                 But let's use our gifts for the

         16  common good of all. Let our gratitude be also

         17  tempered by a sense of compassion.

         18                 We gather here in the spirit of

         19  courage. As we meet, discuss and vote, we ask for

         20  guidance in of our deliberations, that our decisions

         21  benefit all in this City.

         22                 Permit our discussions this day to

         23  become the foundation of order, rule and good

         24  government;

         25                 Let courage guide our deliberations
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          2  this day, mindful also that justice and peace be our

          3  guide.

          4                 God, our Creator, come to us,

          5  enlighten our heart. Give us light and inner

          6  strength. Guide us by inner wisdom, and let the

          7  spirits of unity, courage, and wisdom, be with us

          8  this day;

          9                 And let us respond in one voice by

         10  saying amen.

         11                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Amen.

         12                 Council Member McMahon.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Thank you,

         14  Madam Public Advocate.

         15                 I move to spread the invocation of

         16  Father Hayes upon the full record.

         17                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Adoption of

         18  the Minutes.

         19                 Council Member Gioia.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: Madam Public

         21  Advocate, I'd like to make a motion that the minutes

         22  of the Stated Meeting of September 25th, October

         23  9th, October 23rd, November 7th, November 20th,

         24  November 25th, December 4th and December 18th, 2002,

         25  be adopted as printed.
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          2                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

          3                 Messages and Papers from the Mayor.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 411.

          5                 SPEAKER MILLER: Consumer Affairs.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 412.

          7                 SPEAKER MILLER: Finance.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 413.

          9                 SPEAKER MILLER: Finance.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 414.

         11                 SPEAKER MILLER: Finance.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 415.

         13                 SPEAKER MILLER: Finance.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 416.

         15                 SPEAKER MILLER: Finance.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: M 417.

         17                 SPEAKER MILLER: Finance.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: M 418.

         19                 SPEAKER MILLER: Finance.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: M 419.

         21                 SPEAKER MILLER: Rules, Privileges and

         22  Elections.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 420.

         24                 SPEAKER MILLER: Rules, Privileges and

         25  Elections.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 421.

          3                 SPEAKER MILLER: Rules, Privileges and

          4  Elections.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 422.

          6                 SPEAKER MILLER: Rules, Privileges and

          7  Elections.

          8                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM:

          9  Communication from City, County and Borough Offices.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: None.

         11                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Petitions

         12  and communications.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 423.

         14                 SPEAKER MILLER: Received, ordered,

         15  printed and filed.

         16                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Land Use

         17  Call-Ups.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 424.

         19                 SPEAKER MILLER: At this point I'd ask

         20  the clerk to call the roll on all items coupled on

         21  the Land Use Call-Up Calendar.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Addabbo.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Aye on all.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Avella.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Aye on all.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Baez.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ: Aye on all.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Barron.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Aye on all.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Brewer.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Aye on all.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Clarke.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Aye on all.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Comrie.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Aye on all.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Davis.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER DAVIS: Aye on all.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: DeBlasio.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEBLASIO: Aye on all.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Dilan.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTIN-DILAN: Aye on

         18  all.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Felder.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Aye on all.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Fidler.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Aye on all.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Foster.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Aye on all.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gallagher.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Aye on all.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gennaro.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Yes on all.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gerson.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Yes on all.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gioia.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: Yes to all.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gonzalez.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER GONZALEZ: Aye on all.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jackson.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Aye on all.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jennings.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER JENNINGS: Aye on all.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Katz.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Aye on all.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Koppell.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Aye on all.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lanza.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER LANZA: Aye on all.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Liu.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Yes on all.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lopez.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: Aye on all.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Martinez.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Aye on all.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: McMahon.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Aye on all.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Monserrate.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Aye on

          7  all.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Nelson.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Aye on all.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Perkins.

         11                 (No response.)

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Provenzano.

         13                 (No response.)

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Quinn.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: Aye.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Recchia.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Aye on all.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reed.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: Aye on all.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reyna.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: Aye on all.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sanders.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Yes to all.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Seabrook.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Yes to all.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sears.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Aye on all.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Serrano.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER SERRANO: Yes.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Stewart.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Yes to all.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vallone.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Aye on all.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vann.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Aye, all.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Weprin.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Aye on all.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Yassky.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Aye on all.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Perkins.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Aye on all.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Provenzano.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: Aye on

         20  all.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Oddo.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Yes.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Rivera.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA:  Aye.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Speaker Mr. Miller.
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          2                 SPEAKER MILLER:  Aye.

          3                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Land Use

          4  Call-Ups. Forty-eight in the affirmative, none in

          5  the negative.

          6                 Communication from the Speaker.

          7                 SPEAKER MILLER: My colleagues, I'm

          8  pleased to report to you that there's a number of

          9  excellent pieces of legislation on the agenda for

         10  today, all of which focus on the administration of

         11  good government here in the City of New York.

         12                 We ranged from important measures to

         13  improve the Campaign Finance Act, to improve the

         14  capital budget of the City of New York, to deal with

         15  sidewalk cafes, and their administration, and other

         16  important items, but the most important news, of

         17  course, to report today is our friend and colleague

         18  Eva Moskowitz gave birth to a baby boy six days ago,

         19  Dillon Moskowitz-Grannis, healthy, mother and baby

         20  are well. Our thoughts are with them, and we

         21  certainly are thinking about them at this exciting

         22  time for their family.

         23                 So, congratulations to them, and with

         24  that I conclude the Communication from the Speaker.

         25                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Discussion
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          2  of General Orders.

          3                 Council Member Sears.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: I just want to

          5  speak on Intro. 63-A, introduced by myself and

          6  Council Members Jackson, Nelson, Reed, Rivera,

          7  Stewart, Provenzano, Katz, Vallone, Weprin, Gerson

          8  and Lanza, and also members Clarke and Yassky.

          9                 Time Magazine featured

         10  whistle-blowers as "persons of the year." We in the

         11  City of New York can do no less. In Intro. 63-A, it

         12  broadens the definition of whistle-blower to include

         13  not only mayoral employees, agencies, employees, but

         14  also those agencies, the head or members of which

         15  are appointed by one or more City officers, and the

         16  employees who work in the offices of elected

         17  officials.

         18                 The bill also expands the categories

         19  of whistle-blower complaint, from the current three

         20  categories, which are criminal acts, corruption and

         21  conflicts of interest, to include reports of gross

         22  mismanagement, and abuse of authority by another.

         23                 The bill retains the current

         24  statutory jurisdiction that the Department of

         25  Investigation maintains over whistle-blower
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          2  complaints, as all complaints, whether made to a

          3  Council Member, the Public Advocate, or the City

          4  Comptroller, must be funned through DOI in addition

          5  to any complaints made directly to DOI.

          6                 63-A further provides that upon

          7  request these four entities are required to make

          8  reasonable efforts to protect the complainant's

          9  identity.

         10                 At this time I would like to note

         11  that Marjorie Lans, DOI's General Counsel, is

         12  present with us today, which is an indication of how

         13  important and necessary this bill is.

         14                 The bill contains further safeguards

         15  for the protection of the whistle-blower employees

         16  who work in entities subject to DOI's jurisdiction,

         17  who believe that a retaliatory adverse personnel

         18  action has been taken, may report such to DOI.

         19                 Upon completion of the investigation,

         20  DOI will provide the complainant with a written

         21  statement to the outcome of the investigation,

         22  including recommendations for remedial action.

         23                 If any, or a statement that DOI has

         24  dismissed the complaint, if DOI determines that a

         25  retaliatory adverse personal action has indeed
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          2  occurred --

          3                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          4  member.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: I will sum up.

          6                 I want to thank the Mayor's staff,

          7  especially John Crotty, and Marietta Crimedes, and

          8  the Mayor, the Committee, the staff, Sephora

          9  Leffrak, Sandy Dillon, DOI and, of course, to our

         10  very dear Speaker.

         11                 Thank you very much.

         12                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         13  Member Katz.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Thank you, Madam

         15  Public Advocate.

         16                 Today on the calendar is Intro. 294.

         17  In a day that we are doing a whole bunch of

         18  legislation about good government, this truly is a

         19  piece of good government, not only how we got here,

         20  but also the substance behind the legislation.

         21                 This is legislation that is going to

         22  streamline the process for obtaining a sidewalk cafe

         23  in the City of New York.

         24                 Before this legislation is passed, to

         25  get a sidewalk cafe, one had to go to so many
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          2  different agencies, it took over 200 days to get it

          3  approved, we are cutting the time to 110 days, and

          4  now the Department of Consumer Affairs is going to

          5  have the approval process.

          6                 So, we not only are streamlining it,

          7  we are also empowering the communities that have

          8  these sidewalk cafes in them, in that the

          9  enforcement is going to be extremely tough now. If

         10  you violate a sidewalk cafe permit in any way, the

         11  City will now have the right to shut you down.

         12                 So, the sidewalk cafes that are out

         13  there and are legitimate, this will help them in

         14  getting their license, and the one that are ruining

         15  the communities which we live in, will have the

         16  authority to shut down.

         17                 I would like to thank the Speaker of

         18  the Council for his leadership on this.

         19                 I'd also like to thank Phil Reed, the

         20  Chair of the Consumer Affairs Committee, who has

         21  worked tirelessly on this topic, the Land Use staff

         22  for all the work they've done in the Subcommittee.

         23                 I'd also like to point out to my

         24  colleagues, that up in the balcony is Commissioner

         25  Dykstra, Gretchen Dykstra, Commissioner of Consumer
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          2  Affairs. Her agency has been working very hard on

          3  this and very diligently on this legislation. It

          4  truly is what good government is all about,

          5  combination of this Council and the Mayor's

          6  Administration working together in order to open up

          7  the process, open up government, and make it easier

          8  for communities to be empowered.

          9                 Thank you my colleagues.

         10                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         11  Member Brewer.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Thank you very

         13  much.

         14                 I rise, Madam Public Advocate, about

         15  119-A, which mandates first time in the United

         16  States, that official reports of the City of New

         17  York go up on the Internet within ten days, and that

         18  means that they'll be both good news and bad news,

         19  and there are a lot of wonderful parties in this.

         20  Nick Noe, who is the policy analyst for the Select

         21  Committee on Technology. I also want to thank, I

         22  forgot earlier, Bill Perkins, of the Government

         23  Affairs Committee, and his staff.

         24                 I'm very pleased that the compliance

         25  and the Actual work in terms of putting the material
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          2  up will be done by DoITT, but the oversight is by

          3  the great librarians at our municipal library who

          4  really care that the public gets information.

          5                 I also feel that it will make it

          6  easier for those who have a disability, because both

          7  the City Council's website and the Mayor and the

          8  City of New York's website are both ADA compliant.

          9  So, it's easier for people to get information who

         10  have disabilities, and then finally of course it

         11  saves money when any of us can refer both reporters,

         12  as well as people who are just looking for

         13  information from the public to a website, as a City

         14  agent staff person, it saves money.

         15                 So, I hope you will support it, and I

         16  think it's a big step up, thanks to the Speaker and

         17  all of you, for access to government information so

         18  that it is truly public.

         19                 Thank you very much.

         20                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         21  Member Jackson.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Thank you,

         23  Madam Public Advocate.

         24                 And my colleagues, good afternoon to

         25  everyone here.
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          2                 I rise as a prime sponsor of Intro.

          3  342-A, to amend the local law in relation to naming

          4  39 thoroughfares and public places after individuals

          5  in our community that perished in the World Trade

          6  Center tragedy.

          7                 And I rise specifically to comment on

          8  two, one is Damien Meehan, and Clyde Frazer, Jr.,

          9  and I want to acknowledge the family of Damien that

         10  is here today. We have Mr. Michael Meehan, his

         11  father. Will you stand up? His sister Janeanne, his

         12  brother Michael, Jr., who is a member of the NYPD,

         13  and his brother Kevin, who is a member of the FDNY.

         14  This is the Meehan family.

         15                 I didn't know Damien Meehan

         16  personally, but by all accounts, he was a terrific

         17  young man, a son, a brother, a husband and father of

         18  two young children, and was cut down in his prime.

         19                 A terrible tragedy, as with the

         20  thousands of others lost to us on September 11th.

         21                 Today we honor Damien and his family

         22  and friends by naming a section of 207th Street in

         23  Inwood after him, Damien Meehan Way, so that we

         24  never forget the significance of the individuals

         25  lost to us that day.
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          2                 And I hope that this will bring some

          3  small measure of comfort to his families and

          4  friends.

          5                 And regarding Clyde Frazer, Jr., this

          6  is an individual that I did not know personally, but

          7  he was a coach and son and ran a basketball program

          8  up in Harlem for hundreds and hundreds of youth,

          9  that taught them about respect, dignity, hard work

         10  and team play.

         11                 And he was also a member of the New

         12  York State Public Employees Federation, PEF, a union

         13  in which I represented him and thousands of others

         14  in New York City, and I was talking to Bill Perkins

         15  who as a prime sponsor on moving forward Clyde

         16  Frazer, Jr., and Bill told me today that Clyde

         17  Frazer, Jr., was his cousin. So, I rise to give a

         18  little identity behind two of the 39 names that are

         19  being named today.

         20                 Thank you, Madam Public Advocate.

         21                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         22  Member Gerson.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Thank you,

         24  Public Advocate.

         25                 Mr. Speaker, fellow colleagues, today
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          2  we will vote also on renaming a portion of Rivington

          3  Street here on the historic Lower East Side, or

          4  actually co-naming it between Ludlow and Orchard

          5  Street as Rabbi Yakkov Spiegel Way.

          6                 I have the privilege to know Rabbi

          7  Spiegel for many, many years, to report to you

          8  throughout his life, he provided inspiration to

          9  persons of all backgrounds and faith, from the days

         10  when he marched for civil rights with Dr. Martin

         11  Luther King to his final days when he ministered

         12  tirelessly and energetically to his community as the

         13  Rabbi of the historic First Romanian Synagogue on

         14  the lower east side.

         15                 He was a force, a civic force for the

         16  good, benefitting all of our neighborhood, all of

         17  its diverse sectors.

         18                 Madam Advocate, Mr. Speaker, we are

         19  joined today by the oldest son of Rabbi Spiegel. I'd

         20  like to ask you to stand and be acknowledged, Rabbi

         21  Gershion Spiegel, who continues the legacy of his

         22  father.

         23                 On behalf of the Council, Rabbi

         24  Spiegel, we thank you for your commitment and

         25  ongoing work in continuing along with your brothers
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          2  and your mother and your family in the entire

          3  community, the wonderful life example that your

          4  father set, and with the renaming, with the

          5  co-naming of this street, his legacy will be a

          6  reminder to all of us to always seek to do better,

          7  to do mitzvahs, to do good, to repair, to do our

          8  part to repair the world.

          9                 Thank you very much.

         10                 Madam Advocate, let me just also, let

         11  me just also endorse the remarks of Council Member

         12  Katz, with respect to the sidewalk bill, and on

         13  behalf of my district, thank Commissioner Dykstra

         14  for her work on this very important issue. Thank you

         15  very much.

         16                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you.

         17                 Council Member Davis.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: And I got it

         19  under the bell, Madam Advocate.

         20                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: You did

         21  indeed. Congratulations.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER DAVIS: Thank you very

         23  much.

         24                 Do I get an extra ten seconds because

         25  Alan spoke on my time?

                                                            58

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: No way.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER DAVIS: I just want to

          4  support Intro. 63-A. The protection of

          5  whistle-blowers. As a person who at one particular

          6  time some considered me a whistle-blower in the

          7  Police Department, being a police officer and

          8  speaking out against police brutality, we must in

          9  this City Council protect individuals for

         10  whistle-blowers because they're standing up for what

         11  they believe is right, and I'm so happy that this

         12  Council is committed to standing up for people who

         13  have integrity.

         14                 A whistle-blower is a person who has

         15  integrity. They don't need to be monitored. A

         16  whistle-blower doesn't need to be monitored, they're

         17  committed to doing what's right. And I'm so happy

         18  the Council is committed to protecting individuals

         19  who believe in doing the right thing, and I believe

         20  that this Council is a Council that doesn't believe

         21  in retribution especially when people vote their

         22  consciousness.

         23                 This Council is committed and we do

         24  not believe in retribution.  We believe in

         25  protecting whistle-blowers, we believe in protecting
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          2  people who stand up to protect the rights of

          3  citizens. And as an EEO, Equal Employment

          4  Opportunity liaison to the Police Department, I

          5  stood up for many people, some who were gay, some

          6  who were women, some who were discriminated, and we

          7  fought to protect those individuals.

          8                 So, I'm happy that this Council will

          9  not retribute, or have any retributions against

         10  anybody who speaks up, stands up and does the right

         11  thing.

         12                 Whether it's voting for anything that

         13  everyone may not be in the popular majority or

         14  whatever. So, this Council is permitted to

         15  protecting whistle-blowers, and I thank this

         16  Council. So, I encourage everyone to stand and

         17  support Intro. 63-A.

         18                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         19  Member Comrie.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Council

         21  members, I just want to let you know that there is a

         22  change in the way that we need to do our business.

         23  We mentioned it earlier, but on the resolution form,

         24  you now no longer have to get the initial of your

         25  fellow Council members to be a co-prime sponsor.
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          2                 Only if and when the Council member

          3  that originated the bill indicated that he would

          4  like to be the only sponsor, which has never

          5  happened in this body, so right now we do not have

          6  to go around as we have been during the meetings,

          7  which has been somewhat disruptive, while we are all

          8  eager to support each others' legislation you no

          9  longer have to do that. You just have to fill out

         10  the form and hand it in. You no longer need the

         11  signature of your fellow member to be considered a

         12  prime sponsor.

         13                 Thank you.

         14                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         15  Member Yassky.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Thank you.

         17                 I, too, want to rise in support of

         18  Intro. 63-A, the Whistle-blower Protection Act. I

         19  think that it was only too recently that we've seen

         20  an example of how important this legislation is

         21  where the past, immediate past president of the

         22  Housing Development Corporation, according to

         23  newspaper accounts, and I'm sure this will be

         24  fleshed out in courts some time, stole more than

         25  $200,000 of taxpayer money over a period of years,
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          2  and a theft like that could not take place over such

          3  a long period of time without other people becoming

          4  aware of it, and, so, I think it must be the case

          5  that people felt not free to come forward and speak

          6  up. Otherwise something would have been done about

          7  it.

          8                 So, I think this bill will be a big

          9  step forward in enabling government workers to

         10  identify and prevent corruption before it drags on

         11  for years at a time.

         12                 I commend Chair Sears for her work on

         13  this very, very important bill.

         14                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         15  Member Lopez.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: Thank you,

         17  Madam Public Advocate.

         18                 I just want to congratulate the

         19  Chairwoman of the Land Committee and the staff of

         20  the Land Committee in regard of Intro. 294. It was

         21  about time that we reevaluate the sidewalk cafes'

         22  laws and it was about time because to the surprise

         23  of many people, the law did not include the

         24  requirements to include people with disabilities in

         25  regard to the sidewalk cafes.
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          2                 And I want to alert the Council that

          3  this law for the first time is looking into the

          4  issue of making a real inclusive City, when we talk

          5  about having sidewalk cafes that need to be

          6  wheelchair accessible.

          7                 For that reason, I think that it's

          8  very important to notice this item, and I, from the

          9  bottom of my heart, congratulate the Commissioner of

         10  Consumers Affairs for bringing this to a final

         11  conclusion and for the cooperation that was

         12  exhibited by all of the parties involved.

         13                 Thank you.

         14                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Nobody else?

         15                 Report of Special Committees.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: None.

         17                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Reports of

         18  Standing Committees?

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports of the

         20  Committee on Consumer Affairs.

         21                 Intro. 294.

         22                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

         23  General Order Calendar.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Report of the

         25  Committee on General Welfare.
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          2                 Intro. 93-A.

          3                 SPEAKER MILLER: Amended and laid

          4  over.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Report on the

          6  Committee on Governmental Operations.

          7                 Intro. 171-A.

          8                 SPEAKER MILLER: Amended and coupled

          9  on the General Order Calendar.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Intro. 313-A.

         11                 SPEAKER MILLER: Amended and coupled

         12  on the General Order Calendar.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports of the

         14  Committee on Land Use.

         15                 Intro. 294.

         16                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

         17  General Order Calendar.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 291 and

         19  companion Reso 671.

         20                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 293 and

         22  companion Reso 672.

         23                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 294 and

         25  companion Reso 673.
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          2                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 295 and

          4  companion Reso 674.

          5                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 298 and

          7  companion Reso 675.

          8                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 299 and

         10  companion Reso 676.

         11                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 303 and

         13  companion Reso 677.

         14                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 307 and

         16  companion Reso 678.

         17                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 311 and

         19  companion Reso 679.

         20                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 319 and

         22  companion Reso 680.

         23                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 329 and

         25  companion Reso 681.
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          2                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 331 and

          4  companion Reso 682.

          5                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 335 and

          7  companion Reso 683.

          8                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 336 and

         10  companion Reso 684.

         11                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 337,

         13  companion Reso 685.

         14                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 343 and

         16  companion Reso 686.

         17                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 353 and

         19  companion Reso 687.

         20                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 354 and

         22  companion Reso 688.

         23                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

         24  General Order Calendar.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Preconsidered
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          2  LU 355 and companion Reso 689.

          3                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports on the

          5  Committee on Parks and Recreation.

          6                 Intro. 342-A.

          7                 SPEAKER MILLER: Amended and coupled

          8  on the General Order Calendar.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Intro. 343-A.

         10                 SPEAKER MILLER: Amended and coupled

         11  on the General Order Calendar.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports on the

         13  Committee on Sanitation and Solid Waste Management.

         14                 Intro. 240-A.

         15                 SPEAKER MILLER: Amended and laid

         16  over.

         17                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: General

         18  Order Calendar.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Intro. 63-A.

         20                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

         21  General Order Calendar.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Intro. 119-A.

         23                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

         24  General Order calendar.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Intro. 215-A.
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          2                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

          3  General Order Calendar.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Resolution

          5  appointing various persons Commissioner of Deeds.

          6                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

          7  General Order Calendar.

          8                 At this point I'd ask the clerk to

          9  call the roll on all items coupled on the General

         10  Order Calendar.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Addabbo.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Aye on all.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Avella.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Aye on all.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Baez.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ: Aye on all.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Barron.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Aye on all.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Brewer.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Aye on all.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Clarke.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Aye on all.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Comrie.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Aye on all.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Davis.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER DAVIS: Aye on all.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: DeBlasio.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEBLASIO: Aye on all.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Dilan.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTIN-DILAN: Pass.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Felder.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Aye on all.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Fidler.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Aye on all.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Foster.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Aye on all.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gallagher.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Madam

         15  Public Advocate, may I be temporarily excused to

         16  explain my vote?

         17                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: I am going

         19  to vote aye on all with the exception of Intro.

         20  171-A, which I'm going to abstain and Intro. 313-A

         21  which I'm voting in the negative.

         22                 I'd like to hope that this Council

         23  and this body will also take into consideration the

         24  legislation that I submitted forward with regard to

         25  campaign financing that would remove the four to one
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          2  match and make it a two to one match, so that we can

          3  save this City money.

          4                 When we listened to the Mayor's

          5  Financial statement and we look at all the things

          6  that are going to be cut, and we look at Department

          7  of the Aging and Police Department and everything

          8  under consideration, the $7 million that we can save

          9  in one fiscal year can do a lot to providing

         10  services, and the $27 million that we could save

         11  over a three-year fiscal period when there's

         12  Citywide elected offices, will go a long way to

         13  helping us in our budget deficit.

         14                 So, I encourage my colleagues to help

         15  me and to move forward this legislation and subject

         16  to a future hearing in the City Council here.

         17                 Thank you.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gennaro.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Yes on all.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gerson.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Yes to all.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gioia.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: Yes to all.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gonzalez.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER GONZALEZ: Aye on all.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jackson.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Aye on all.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jennings.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER JENNINGS: Aye on all,

          6  and especiall on Intro. 63-A. I hope it applies to

          7  us here, too.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Katz.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Aye on all.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Koppell.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Aye on all.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lanza.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER LANZA: Aye on all;

         14  except Intro. 313-A, in which I vote no.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Liu.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Yes on all.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lopez.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: Aye on all.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Martinez.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Aye on all.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: McMahon.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Aye on all.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Monserrate.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Aye on

         25  all.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Nelson.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Aye on all.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Perkins.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Aye on all.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Provenzano.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: I abstain

          8  on 215-A, and aye on all the rest.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Quinn.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: Aye on all.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Recchia.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Aye on all.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reed.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: May I be excused

         15  to explain my vote?

         16                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: I vote aye on

         18  all and I just want to take special attention to the

         19  sidewalk cafe. We find ourselves in an unusual

         20  situation of the Council where we had to work in two

         21  separate committees and I want to applaud certainly

         22  the members of my committee that worked on that, but

         23  also to say how nice it was to work with Council

         24  Member Katz in achieving what I think is going to be

         25  a benefit for everybody, not only the merchants, but
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          2  really for the citizens. I know I've been frustrated

          3  many times at having to step into the street

          4  practically to walk around sidewalk cafe, I think

          5  the most important thing about this bill is it puts

          6  some real teeth in the enforcement, so I'll be happy

          7  to see in the Mayor's budget that we have

          8  enforcement people. That would be terrific. But the

          9  bill is exciting and I vote aye on all.

         10                 Thank you.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reyna.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: Aye on all.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sanders.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Aye on all.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Seabrook.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Aye on all.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sears.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Aye on all.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Serrano.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER SERRANO: Aye on all.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Stewart.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Aye on all.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vallone.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: May I be

         25  briefly excused to explain my vote?
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          2                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: I have some

          4  serious reservations about Intro. 171-A, which every

          5  Council member here should be aware of. This law

          6  will allow the CFB to hold us, to claim that we

          7  violated the law if we fail to submit back-up

          8  documents.

          9                 I thought that was outrageous. The

         10  penalty should be withholding the money, not

         11  claiming that we have violated the law and finding

         12  us. We all know what that's like.

         13                 So, I attempted to change that. We

         14  are working on changing that, and the Council

         15  Members should know that they are on the record, at

         16  the hearing, I'm a member of Gov Ops, and they said

         17  they only intend to enforce that against people who

         18  substantially violate this, and who have a pattern

         19  of abuse, not for failing to submit an address for

         20  one of your contributors.

         21                 So, the law on the whole is a good

         22  law, and I will vote aye on all, but I do want my

         23  colleagues to be aware of that.

         24                 Thank you.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vann.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Aye on all, with

          3  reservation on 171-A.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Weprin.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Aye on all.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Yassky.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Aye on all.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Dilan.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: Aye on all.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Oddo.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Yes on all; with

         12  the exception of 171-A I abstain, and on Intro.

         13  313-A I vote no. I'm just wondering how many of my

         14  constituents who find themselves personally or

         15  professionally in some sort of debt can call up

         16  friends in government and have their debt legislated

         17  away.

         18                 I wouldn't think it was too many. I

         19  vote no.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Moskowitz.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER MOSKOWITZ: I vote aye

         22  on all. Yes, and the baby, too. Thank you.

         23                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: That's

         24  dedication.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Rivera.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA:  Aye on all.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Speaker Mr. Miller.

          4                 SPEAKER MILLER:  I vote aye.

          5                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          6  Member Moskowitz.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER MOSKOWITZ: Thanks. If

          8  I could have permission to vote on all of the Land

          9  Use, I vote aye. Thank you.

         10                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         11                 All items on today's general order

         12  calendar were adopted by a vote of 48 in the

         13  affirmative, zero in the negative and zero

         14  abstentions, with the exception of 171-A, which was

         15  adopted by a vote of 46 in the affirmative, zero in

         16  the negative, two abstentions, and 313-A which was

         17  adopted by a vote of 45 in the affirmative, three in

         18  the negative, zero abstentions, and 215-A, which is

         19  adopted by a vote of 47 in the affirmative, zero in

         20  the negative, one abstention.

         21                 Revised Land Use Call-Up vote, 48 in

         22  the affirmative.

         23                 Introduction and Reading of Bills.

         24                 SPEAKER MILLER: All items are

         25  referred to the committees as indicated on the
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          2  schedule.

          3                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Discussion

          4  of Resolutions.

          5                 SPEAKER MILLER: None.

          6                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Resolutions.

          7                 SPEAKER MILLER: None.

          8                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: General

          9  Discussion.

         10                 Council Member Avella.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Thank you,

         12  Madam Public Advocate.

         13                 First of all, I'd like to apologize

         14  to my colleagues for a bit of, I guess, shock

         15  therapy, but I wanted to call their attention to

         16  Reso 660, which is an attempt to call the credit

         17  card companies of Visa and Master Card and Discover

         18  charge and American Express to task for their

         19  support of a neoNazi organization, the National

         20  Alliance, which the Anti-Defamation League calls

         21  "the single most dangerous hate group in the United

         22  States."

         23                 And if you'll find on your desk just

         24  a sample of some of the stickers that they give out,

         25  and actually some of these stickers were in my
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          2  community, and also on your desk is a copy of the

          3  home page of the website which shows the credit card

          4  logos.

          5                 Some of you may remember Timothy

          6  McVae who did the bombing in Oklahoma City. He is a

          7  member of this group. The former President of this

          8  group wrote a novel called "The Turn of Diaries,"

          9  which is a textbook for overthrowing the United

         10  States of America. That book was found in his

         11  possession. How he bombed the FBI building in

         12  Oklahoma City was an exact copy of the book. This

         13  group is anti-Semetic, it is against minorities, it

         14  is against the gay and lesbian community, it is even

         15  against women executives. It is a very dangerous

         16  group, and we should do all within our power to

         17  oppose its activities and certainly going after the

         18  credit card companies I think is appropriate.

         19                 I would certainly ask all of my

         20  colleagues to sign onto this piece of legislation.

         21                 Thank you.

         22                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         23  Member Felder.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Thank you,

         25  Madam Public Advocate.
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          2                 I'd like to ask my colleagues to turn

          3  your attention to Intro. No. 350 and Intro. No. 351.

          4                 350 at the present time, the

          5  Sanitation Enforcement Agents and other Enforcement

          6  Agents are able to ticket commercial strips, shop

          7  owners, only during two hours at most during the

          8  day. But they can ticket home-owners at any time

          9  during the day.

         10                 And we're asking that the City enact

         11  that there should be two hours, at most, if less is

         12  better, but two hours at most where a home-owner

         13  would be responsible to making sure that their

         14  property is cleaned. There's no reason that anyone

         15  should have to stand outside all day and make sure

         16  that a candy wrapper doesn't blow in front of their

         17  house. That's 350.

         18                 351 is a law which would protect

         19  home-owners. As it stands now, when the mail

         20  service, Fed Ex or UPS comes to your home and they

         21  try to make a delivery and no one is home, they

         22  stick this little sticker on the door saying we were

         23  here, you weren't.

         24                 Now, if by chance you happen to be

         25  away for a week, you come back, there are three or
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          2  four stickers, and the gangsters in my neighborhood

          3  and the robbers, and I've spent a lot of time

          4  discussing this issue, say that this is the perfect

          5  way for them to know where to go to.

          6                 So, I'm asking my colleagues to

          7  please enact, and sign onto 351, to make sure that

          8  no one could leave these stick-ums on the door, and

          9  I'm delighted that Council Member Oddo, the Minority

         10  Leader, is co-sponsoring this bill with me, to make

         11  sure that people don't know when you're home or

         12  you're not home or away or not away. They should

         13  have to put these notices in an inconspicuous way or

         14  perhaps in your mail slot.

         15                 Thank you.

         16                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         17  Member Sears.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Thank you,

         19  Madam Public Advocate.

         20                 On everyone's desk there's been a

         21  letter from me with a copy of a resolution 667.

         22                 The resolution has to do with the

         23  inequities in the co-ops and the condominiums

         24  property tax. When we had to vote on the property

         25  tax I stood up and supported it but stated at some
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          2  time we would have to look at the inequities.

          3                 This resolution is calling for a

          4  hearing at the appropriate committee to do that very

          5  thing.

          6                 I'm asking you to sign onto this

          7  because it happens to be one of the most important

          8  things that we can do in equalizing what I and many

          9  others consider to be an injustice in the property

         10  tax.

         11                 Thank you.

         12                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         13  Member Fidler.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Thank you,

         15  Madam Public Advocate. Councilman Avella started off

         16  by apologizing for shock therapy, and I want to

         17  apologize in advance for something I consider to be

         18  shocking.

         19                 The Department of Employment for the

         20  City of New York is currently reviewing an RFP for

         21  the Summer Youth Employment Program that represents

         22  a 91 percent cut from last year's program. That's

         23  not only shocking, it's outrageous.

         24                 They are planning on fewer than 6,000

         25  summer jobs in this City.
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          2                 I can't imagine how many years we'd

          3  have to go back to find a smaller Summer Youth

          4  Employment Program in the City of New York.

          5                 To make it worse, they have divided

          6  up our City into eight regions. There's going to be

          7  one contractor with subcontractors for each region.

          8  They gave six weeks for the contractors to find

          9  subcontractors, and there's no question that not

         10  only will that system not permit the DOE to

         11  acknowledge and implement the program that would

         12  even reasonably close to the size that we would

         13  accept in this City Council, but it will also make

         14  it impossible for that program to reflect the

         15  diversity in the City of New York in the different

         16  communities that represent these regions.

         17                 The Youth Services Committee will be

         18  holding an oversight hearing on Friday. I invite

         19  each and every one of you who is as outraged as I am

         20  to come to ask Commissioner Wu how this could

         21  possibly be in the planning, how they could possibly

         22  accommodate a reasonable Summer Youth Employment

         23  Program in this City.

         24                 I know times are tough, but 91

         25  percent for our kids should be out of the question.
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          2                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          3  Member Barron.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Thank you,

          5  Madam Advocate.

          6                 I wanted to bring to the attention to

          7  my colleagues, we had an anti-war -- I want to

          8  commend the group, the Coalition Answer, for the

          9  anti-war demonstration we had in Washington.  Over a

         10  half of -- 500,000 people showed up, it was a very

         11  positive rally, and we're talking about no blood for

         12  oil and that group did an excellent job along with

         13  Reverend Herbert Doughtry, Brother Larry Holmes, and

         14  Sister Viola Plummer from the December 12th

         15  movement. I want to commend all the youth that were

         16  a part of the anti-war movement, saying "no blood

         17  for oil. Bush, we're not fighting your war."

         18                 I also want to bring my colleagues'

         19  attention to Reso 661, saying that we are against

         20  the renomination of Charles Pickerin to the

         21  judiciary, to the appellate term, federal appellate

         22  judge.

         23                 This is a man who has a history of

         24  racism, a good friend of Trent Lott, and as a Judge

         25  in Mississippi he refused to prosecute fully those
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          2  who burnt crosses on our lawns. So, we definitely

          3  are not in favor of his renomination.

          4                 I also want to say that this was a

          5  very painful, painful last few days, to have Bush

          6  announce a budget that's going to be talking about

          7  $300 billion national federal deficit and all he can

          8  think about is war.

          9                 Pataki, $11 billion budget deficit

         10  and he's gotten $2 billion from education. In one

         11  hand he's giving the City 1.2 billion, in the other

         12  hand he snatches it right back and gives us a $2

         13  billion cut in education, in health and in so many

         14  other services needed to this City. We cannot cut

         15  our way out of this. It's time for the rich to pay.

         16  Raise the taxes of those who can afford it.

         17                 And then finally, on the local level

         18  here, we have a $3 billion budget deficit to close

         19  here in the City, and we say to the Mayor, you can't

         20  increase parking fines and keep increasing birth

         21  certificates, fees for birth certificates, and

         22  things like that. It's time to do something strong

         23  and courageous with Albany.

         24                 Mayor, you've got to be more

         25  courageous up in Albany, and since you avoid dealing

                                                            84

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  with these major issues, when Pataki was running he

          3  owes you big time. You supported him, now it's time

          4  for him to support you and the City.

          5                 I thank you, Madam Chair.

          6                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you.

          7                 Council Member Perkins.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Thank you

          9  very much.

         10                 Speaking of war, I just want to make

         11  a quick comment that, you know, we've had a

         12  resolution before the members that basically speaks

         13  against the war in Iraq, and that is a war call on

         14  the part of our President that uses as a back-drop

         15  New York City and 9/11 as the rationale for why we

         16  need to go to war, and I just want to make it clear

         17  that we have a domestic agenda that's going to

         18  suffer from this war, as we have learned in the past

         19  with the Vietnam War, when we stopped our war on

         20  poverty and in order to fight a losing war in

         21  Vietnam, and we know what happened at the end of

         22  that war when our brothers and our sisters came home

         23  and the conditions that they met, and the conditions

         24  that they suffered, and I just want to make it clear

         25  that as one who has a relative that died at the

                                                            85

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  World Trade Center, one who this body is honoring,

          3  Clyde Frazer, Jr., I want it to be clear that I and

          4  our family say, no, do not fight this war in our

          5  name, do not fight this war in the name of our

          6  relative who was a victim, do not fight this war in

          7  the name of our communities, do not fight this war -

          8  I would hope that this Council would say in the name

          9  of our people of New York City.

         10                 Thank you very much.

         11                 I want to also take a moment to

         12  extend my appreciations to Council Member Barron on

         13  his resolution regarding Pickering.

         14                 Pickering is one of those who

         15  represents a corporation that has been involved in

         16  the slave trade and as a result we believe that

         17  until he acknowledges, and that organization CSX

         18  acknowledges their role involved with regard to the

         19  TransAtlantic Slaves Trade, that we should not have

         20  him or anyone like that representing us on a

         21  national level.

         22                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         23  Member Comrie.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Madam Public

         25  Advocate, I am asking my colleagues to please
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          2  consider Intro. 349. We spoke about Traffic

          3  Enforcement Agents earlier, and I have to let you

          4  know that they are a segment of our City that brave

          5  harsh conditions in order to provide a benefit to

          6  our City.

          7                 They work long hours, they work under

          8  difficult situations. I'm sure at one point or the

          9  other, all of us in this room have had a few unkind

         10  words to say when we've seen a ticket either in our

         11  car or on our home.

         12                 As active City employees they're not

         13  given the benefit of a hazardous duty condition.

         14  They're not considered a uniformed officer, and they

         15  don't have that status.

         16                 In order for them to get the extended

         17  health benefits that they need when they get run

         18  over or the extended medical benefits that they

         19  need, they must be given that opportunity to be

         20  given uniformed officer status so that they can then

         21  go to collective bargaining and try to get those

         22  benefits that are given to other members of the City

         23  in different -- the Police, Fire, Sanitation and

         24  Correction, other people that deal with hazardous

         25  duty, that provide a direct economic benefit to our
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          2  City.

          3                 Clearly, last year the Comptroller

          4  estimated that they produced $382 million, $379

          5  million in revenue for the City, and they project to

          6  do an additional $69 million above that this year.

          7                 We need to make it so this force has

          8  an equal opportunity to get their maximum benefit

          9  for all of the revenue that they produce, to allow

         10  them to get an opportunity to have their medical

         11  benefits considered at the same level is imperative

         12  also for their morale, also for their dignity, for

         13  the services that they provide to the City.

         14                 I would ask my colleagues to please

         15  support and sign onto Intro. 349. Thank you.

         16                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         17  Member Weprin.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Yes, thank

         19  you, Madam Public Advocate.

         20                 I rise and join my colleagues to

         21  co-sponsor Intro. 365, which basically amends the

         22  sign law or the requirements which are allowed to be

         23  on signs.

         24                 The current law was enacted in 1961,

         25  and it prohibits anything other than the name and
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          2  address of a business on a sign that protrudes,

          3  which are about 80 percent of the signs in the City

          4  of New York, particularly in the area of mom and pop

          5  stores, and small stores.

          6                 A number of merchants in my area on

          7  union turnpike in Queens have contacted me because

          8  they have selectively gotten fines of up to $2,500

          9  for basically putting the phone number of their

         10  establishment on their sign and the type of material

         11  or stores that they sell.

         12                 For example, if a pizzeria is named

         13  Tony's Place, they are not allowed to put the word

         14  "pizza" on the sign. To show the absurdity of the

         15  matter, a stationery store is not allowed to say

         16  that they sell newspapers. And they are selectively

         17  getting fines up to $2,500 per violation of this,

         18  and it goes back to a 1961 ordinance which was

         19  enacted when most signs were not awnings, but

         20  awnings were done as a temporary basis in the summer

         21  specifically for shade and other purposes. It's

         22  really an outdated regulation. I have met with the

         23  Buildings Commissioner on the matter, I expect to

         24  have her support once we have a hearing on it, and I

         25  urge my colleagues to join me in co-sponsoring
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          2  Intro. 365.

          3                 Thank you.

          4                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          5  Member Katz.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Thank you, Madam

          7  Public Advocate. Intro. 358 on the agenda today is a

          8  bill that would protect neighborhoods that have

          9  restrictive covenants tied to their deeds.

         10                 Many of our neighborhoods here in the

         11  City of New York were built, and in the deeds, or

         12  attached to the deeds are covenants which require

         13  that the building of the homes, no matter what the

         14  zoning is for the neighborhood, you can only build

         15  one- to two-family homes, depending on the covenant.

         16                 In my neighborhood in Kew Gardens it

         17  cost one community $100,000 in legal fees because

         18  someone wanted to knock down the buildings that were

         19  there, one-family homes, and build a medical

         20  facility there and a sixth floor apartment building,

         21  cost $100,000.

         22                 This bill would require that the

         23  Buildings Department looked to see whether a

         24  restrictive covenant was filed with the deeds at the

         25  Buildings Department.
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          2                 If there's a restrictive covenant and

          3  the application for the building would violate that

          4  covenant, the permit must be denied.

          5                 It is a way for us to keep track, it

          6  is a way for us to save our neighborhoods, it is a

          7  way for us to keep a lot of these over-building in

          8  our communities out.

          9                 No other community should have to

         10  spend so much money in order to have this fight.

         11                 I really recommend that most of my

         12  colleagues, or all of my colleagues join this bill.

         13  It is a way for us to protect our areas.

         14                 Thank you very much.

         15                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         16  Member Gennaro.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Thank you,

         18  Madam Public Advocate.

         19                 I want to speak a little bit, also I

         20  want to follow-up David Weprin and talk about Intro.

         21  365. I was happy to work with David on this. I do

         22  have my District Office on Union Turnpike, I was

         23  also happy to work on this with Council Member

         24  Monserrate.

         25                 Just following up on David's point,
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          2  not only you can't put Tony's Pizza on the side, you

          3  can't even put your telephone number on the sign, or

          4  actually on the awning. And if any of my colleagues

          5  have had the Buildings Department come into their

          6  districts and focus on so merchant, it is very

          7  onerous for them, and I fear that in this time of

          8  fiscal crisis, the mom and pop stores throughout the

          9  City could represent low-hanging fruit in terms of

         10  revenue. These are very, very large fines.

         11                 They have to pay the fines, they have

         12  to take their awnings down. So, please join us on

         13  Intro. 365 to protect the local merchants.

         14                 Thank you.

         15                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         16  Member Liu.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Did you say Liu?

         18                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Yes. I'm

         19  sorry.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Thank you, Madam

         21  Public Advocate.

         22                 I just wanted to ask my colleagues to

         23  observe a moment of silence for Josephine Linn, who

         24  was a friend and advisor to me, and a friend and

         25  constituent for Council Member Diana Reyna.
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          2                 Josephine Linn and her husband were

          3  found killed in their apartment last night.

          4                 (Moment of Silence.)

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Thank you, Madam

          6  Public Advocate.

          7                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          8  Member Gerson.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Thank you,

         10  Public Advocate.

         11                 I just want to briefly bring to the

         12  attention of my colleagues three sets of

         13  introductions we made today. One would require the

         14  posting of the City's Human Rights Law, in all

         15  places of employment, in the places of significant

         16  commercial transaction, and it would require the

         17  posting in languages that are appropriate to the

         18  areas where it's -- I see you, Phil Reed, with the

         19  wristwatch -- Madam Public Advocate, in addition

         20  we've introduced a series of bills pertaining to

         21  excessive noise from motorcycles, as our Speaker has

         22  worked on noise issues for years and all of us who

         23  are I'm sure aware of this issue, we need this

         24  legislation in order to facilitate proper

         25  enforcement of the current flagrant violation of
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          2  laws by motorcycles using illegal straightpipes and

          3  elicit engines.

          4                 And Madam Public Advocate, let me

          5  thank you and your office for your work. You are, I

          6  believe, a co-sponsor technically of the legislation

          7  and I thank you for that and for your leadership in

          8  pulling these bills together.

          9                 I urge that we get it implemented

         10  before the spring traditional return of the

         11  motorcycle, noisy motorcycle season, so hopefully

         12  we'll have a quieter spring this season.

         13                 And, finally, we've introduced a bill

         14  requiring the private sector to do what the public

         15  sector is doing in its NYCHA housing, and that is

         16  for persons over 60, for instance, in needs with

         17  disabilities to affix handrails and anti-slip treads

         18  on the side of bathtubs and in the flooring of

         19  bathtubs, so we avoid needless accidents from the

         20  lack of this apparatus. So, I hope we'll see a swift

         21  passage of this as well.

         22                 And, again, Public Advocate, thank

         23  you very much.

         24                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

         25  Council Member Gerson.
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          2                 Council Member Davis.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: And for the

          4  record, that's twice I made it under the bell.

          5                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: I know. You

          6  get a prize.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: It was my New

          8  Year's Resolution.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER DAVIS: I'm not going

         10  to ask for an extra couple of seconds this time.

         11                 First of all, I want to compliment

         12  the Mayor for not closing the senior citizens

         13  centers.

         14                 It was two centers that were in my

         15  district, Atlantic Terminal Senior Citizen Center

         16  and Harriet Houses. So, now they have been

         17  protected.

         18                 I want to compliment Gifford Miller,

         19  the Speaker, and the City Council, for making that

         20  message clear to the Mayor, that he should not have

         21  senior citizens closings.

         22                 I also want to say to the Mayor, it

         23  was a good thing no police layoffs. But now to do no

         24  police layoffs, and to think about so many cuts to

         25  our youth, as far as the Summer Youth Program is
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          2  concerned, Councilman Fidler has been doing a

          3  wonderful job fighting for youth jobs, we must have

          4  youth summer jobs, because there's a thought that

          5  goes from the Bible, "An idle mind is the devil's

          6  workshop.

          7                 Young people need jobs. We don't want

          8  young people throughout the summer, 90 degrees, 95,

          9  100 degree weather, not having something

         10  constructive to do. Summer youth jobs teaches

         11  individuals responsibility, it teaches persons how

         12  to get up in the morning, to go to a job.

         13                 So, the same way I compliment the

         14  Mayor on no layoffs, preventing senior citizen

         15  closings, I say, Mr. Mayor, rethink your position as

         16  far as summer youth jobs are concerned. We must

         17  allow our young people to learn the importance of

         18  going to work and establishing responsible

         19  lifestyles.

         20                 Thank you so very much.

         21                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         22  Member Stewart.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Thank you,

         24  Madam Public Advocate.

         25                 My colleagues, I want to bring your
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          2  attention to Intro. 363, and this has to do with

          3  liability insurance for gun owners.

          4                 There are many accidents caused by

          5  guns in New York City. Many times these accidents

          6  cause injuries and damages of considerable degrees

          7  and monetary values.

          8                 In most instances, the owners of

          9  these firearms are unable to pay for these damages,

         10  thereby denying the victims of compensation. This

         11  legislation will cause firearm owners to be more

         12  careful in handling storage and carrying their

         13  weapons.

         14                 This will also result in fewer

         15  firearms accidents.

         16                 We mandate that all automobiles that

         17  comes on the road have liability insurance, and

         18  despite the fact that more people are killed each

         19  year by guns than by cars, we ignore the victims of

         20  these gun owners.

         21                 So, I am calling on you to join with

         22  me with Intro. 363.

         23                 I also want to bring your attention

         24  to Reso 668, and which this calls on the State to

         25  basically enforce, to encourage store owners and
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          2  operators to comply with the existent law by

          3  accepting returnable containers for beverages that

          4  they sell.

          5                 What happens is that you go to the

          6  corner store and you buy a soda and you pay the

          7  extra five cents but they will not accept the

          8  return. I'm asking you to support me on these two

          9  pieces of legislation, and thank you very much.

         10                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         11  Member Monserrate.

         12                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         13  Member Monserrate.

         14                 Council Member Lopez.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: I have a button

         16  that I own for 15 years of my life, and it says

         17  "What is war good for? Absolutely nothing."

         18                 I wear that button today after I

         19  listened to the Address of the President in our

         20  Nation, and I am raising here today not to criticize

         21  our President, and not to question that statement

         22  that he made yesterday to all of us, I'm just

         23  raising in this Chamber, to remind any New Yorker

         24  who is listening that we are going in a path that is

         25  dangerous and that implies that our children may
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          2  come back in ways that we not want to see them.

          3                 I don't think that anyone in our

          4  nation is looking for war, and I don't think that we

          5  also should seek and wait for anybody to come and

          6  attack us and take away the life of our American

          7  citizens, but I also think that we need to be very

          8  careful where we're going and what we're going to

          9  do.

         10                 Life never return once it's taken,

         11  and I want to invite every New Yorker to call the

         12  congressional delegation and the Senate delegation

         13  and to call the President of the United States to

         14  let them know where they stand on the issue of

         15  invading another country and how we better be served

         16  in terms of the needs that we have in this nation of

         17  ours.

         18                 We stand for freedom, that is true,

         19  and we defend freedom, but freedom without life is

         20  irrelevant.

         21                 We need to be careful where we're

         22  going and I suggest that in our City we take this

         23  very serious, where we are right now, and that we

         24  called our representative.

         25                 Thank you.
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          2                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          3  Member Nelson.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Thank you,

          5  Public Advocate, Betsy Gotbaum, I'd like to draw my

          6  colleagues' attention to Reso 665. What we have here

          7  is we're asking President Bush and the Congress to

          8  maintain the current level of funding for the

          9  low-income HEAP, as we call it, Home Energy

         10  Assistance Program, for the Fiscal Year 2003, and

         11  not decrease it by $300 million, because it becomes

         12  a numbers game, there's more to it, but what it does

         13  is adds up to trouble for people who cannot afford

         14  to have heat and because of that, they could freeze

         15  or certainly be extremely discomforted and cold.

         16                 Secondly, there's been a spate of

         17  swastikas in my community along borderline with

         18  Council Member Fidler's, and done by some, perhaps

         19  they're students of the National Alliance Internet.

         20  I thank Council Member Avella for bringing this up

         21  in a Reso.

         22                 The good news, part of it, though,

         23  was that one was saved, because as one person across

         24  the street was dousing the front part of a synagogue

         25  with gasoline, somebody named Saheed, there was
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          2  somebody across the street named Saheed also, by the

          3  way, also Islamic, who stopped him from doing it and

          4  thereby saving the schuel.

          5                 So, there's a good message there that

          6  there's good and evil obviously in all people.

          7                 I'd like to thank also the cops, the

          8  Brooklyn District Attorney, and the voluntary groups

          9  that just rushed into the scenes rapidly, and are

         10  working towards capturing these cretins.  It's not

         11  an animal, I love animals, these are just creatures,

         12  whoever they are, and they're really scaring and

         13  getting people unnerved.

         14                 I thank you. Thank you, Madam Public

         15  Advocate.

         16                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         17  Member DeBlasio.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER DeBLASIO: Thank you,

         19  Madam Public Advocate.

         20                 Earlier today we got very distressing

         21  news from Albany of the Governor's budget

         22  announcement, and the magnitude of the impact on

         23  public education, in particular, is striking.

         24                 Apparently the Governor has called

         25  for a $1.24 billion cut to public schools for the
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          2  next year's budget, one and a quarter billion

          3  dollars statewide of which at least 400 million

          4  would affect New York City's schools.

          5                 That's on top of the $150 million cut

          6  the Mayor proposed yesterday.

          7                 Those two together I think create a

          8  devastating situation for our schools.

          9                 There's no way we can now believe the

         10  fiction that that level of cut can occur without

         11  affecting classroom instruction.

         12                 And in the middle of such a huge

         13  reorganization of our schools, I think it's

         14  incumbent upon all of us to let the Governor and the

         15  Mayor know that this level of cut is simply

         16  unacceptable to our communities that will undermine

         17  the progress our schools have made.

         18                 I remind you, the Mayor's cut alone,

         19  150 million out of the 550 million he proposed,

         20  constituted well over a quarter of all the cuts. I

         21  don't think it's consistent with what our

         22  constituents have said about making education the

         23  number one priority.

         24                 Further, I want to mention, just make

         25  sure we're all clear, nothing in the Mayor's
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          2  statements yesterday suggested any change in his

          3  stance on firehouses. The intention of the Mayor is

          4  still to follow through with the Commission which

          5  could determine the need to cut firehouses, not just

          6  for this current fiscal year but going forward. So,

          7  for all of us with that problem facing our

          8  districts, nothing has changed as of yesterday's

          9  announcement.

         10                 And lastly, I know all my colleagues

         11  understand this, particularly my colleagues from

         12  Brooklyn and Queens, obviously the inclusion of the

         13  additional tolls on the bridges would be essentially

         14  a Brooklyn/Queens tax and for that reason alone

         15  absolutely unfair.

         16                 Thank you.

         17                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         18  Member Jackson.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Thank you,

         20  Madam Public Advocate.

         21                 I rise to let my colleagues know that

         22  I'm wearing a button and it says, "The world says no

         23  to war. February 15th, in New York City." And, so, I

         24  ask you to join me on February 15th and stand in

         25  opposition to the impending wall on Iraq, and some
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          2  people have said, and I've communicated, that as an

          3  individual I'm against all wars, and that war

          4  doesn't bring anything but death in families, and

          5  heartbreak and crying, and no one has a right to

          6  take the life of another individual.

          7                 And, so, I rise as a public

          8  representative, representing northern Manhattan, to

          9  let you know, my colleagues, that I stand in

         10  opposition to the impending war on Iraq.

         11                 Also, I stand here in order to ask

         12  you to support Resolution 667, introduced by my

         13  colleague Helen Sears, which basically says we must

         14  take a look at the situation with co-ops and condos,

         15  and in my district there are thousands and thousands

         16  of co-ops and condos in which I hear from the owners

         17  every single day, that they're taxed by so much

         18  higher than those of one, two and three-family

         19  home-owners, and I think there needs to be some

         20  fairness and equity, as far as the amount that they

         21  pay compared to the one, two and three-family

         22  homeowners.

         23                 Also, I want to say to everyone that

         24  the CFB versus the State of New York, Michael

         25  Bloomberg has said that he was going to file a brief
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          2  on behalf of the children of New York City, and on

          3  May 8th in Albany the case is going to be heard, and

          4  I may be walking to Albany from New York City, and

          5  I'm asking you to think about that so when a

          6  decision is made that we can have all of my

          7  colleagues and myself walking to Albany on behalf of

          8  the 1.1 million school children that we represent.

          9                 Thank you very much.

         10                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         11  Member Addabbo.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Thank you,

         13  Madam Chair, Madam Public Advocate.

         14                 I ask my colleagues today to join me

         15  in supporting Reso 659 which supports state pending

         16  legislation both on the Senate and the Assembly

         17  level, allowing a taxpayer to voluntarily contribute

         18  to a City park fund by indicating on their state tax

         19  return that a portion of their refund or overpayment

         20  would be dedicated and earmarked to funding tree and

         21  shrub planting, park preservation, expansion,

         22  maintenance and improvement.

         23                 This State proposal practically has

         24  no fiscal effect on the State and would allow

         25  residents to directly assist our Parks Department,
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          2  with the overall condition of over 500,000 street

          3  trees, 2 million park trees, and 28,000 acres of

          4  park property during these tough fiscal times.

          5                 I appreciate your support on Reso

          6  659.

          7                 Thank you very much.

          8                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

          9  Council Member.

         10                 Anyone else?

         11                 Council Member Oddo.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: I will try to be

         13  as brief as possible.

         14                 Council Member Weprin's comments

         15  regarding Intro. 365 reminded me of a situation that

         16  arose in the early 1990s where food-serving bars and

         17  taverns were receiving summonses for not having "no

         18  spitting" signs posted, and it was based on an

         19  ordinance obviously back from way when spittoons

         20  were frequent, and hearing Council Member Weprin

         21  speak today, and after reading some of the headlines

         22  in yesterday's and today's newspapers about the

         23  extra revenue that we will be raising in parking

         24  tickets, which in theory I don't have a problem

         25  with, I think each of us needs to be cognizant and
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          2  vigilant that the small businesses in our districts

          3  don't get nickeled and dimed with zealous

          4  enforcement.

          5                 It happened in the early nineties, in

          6  '91 and '92 and I think that we should be vigilant

          7  in making sure that doesn't happen again.

          8                 For any of my colleagues remaining in

          9  the Chambers who have constituents having problems

         10  obtaining final C of O's, I ask that you look at

         11  Intro. 360.

         12                 Essentially what the bill would do is

         13  ask for a performance bond, so if a builder is

         14  building a one, or two or three-family home, and he

         15  will get that performance bond back when the new

         16  home-owner gets a final C of O, in my community too

         17  many people have temporary C of O's, and the less

         18  reputable builders in the industry sort of build and

         19  they're fly-by-night organizations and they're gone,

         20  and the escrow is a few thousand dollars and they

         21  don't cover the cost of the remaining changes that

         22  need to be made to obtain the final C of O.

         23                 So, I would ask if you would look at

         24  that legislation, thank you.

         25                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,
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          2  Council member.

          3                 Anyone else?

          4                 Meeting is adjourned.

          5                 (Hearing concluded at 3:20 p.m.)
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