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          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2                 SPEAKER MILLER: We have just a few

          3  ceremonials before the beginning of the Stated

          4  Council.

          5                 First, we have a number of the

          6  preeminent leaders of the Korean-American community.

          7  We're very blessed and graced to have them with us

          8  here, and I want to ask our good friend and

          9  colleague, Council Member John Liu, to introduce

         10  them and ask the clerk to read the resolution.

         11                 Council Member Liu.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Thank you, Mr.

         13  Speaker.

         14                 I am proud and pleased to bring a

         15  number of our preeminent Korean-American leaders to

         16  City Council Chambers today. We have official

         17  proclamations to present on your behalf to Mr. Chong

         18  Hong, or I finally know him as Mr. John Hong, and

         19  also Mr. Chun Soo Pyun, who are founding members of

         20  the Korean-American Association of Flushing and past

         21  president, and we're also delighted to be joined by

         22  Mr. Chun Soo Pyun who is the current president of

         23  this very prestigious organization and one of the

         24  main civic organizations in the Flushing area.

         25                 We have proclamations that would we
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          2  ask the clerk to read?

          3                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Council, City of

          4  New York, Proclamation.

          5                 Whereas, the Council of the City of

          6  New York is proud to honor two of Queens Communities

          7  most active civic leaders and to acknowledge all the

          8  great work they have done over the years; and

          9                 Whereas: We are a City of remarkable

         10  diversities and compelling beauty, a City of

         11  immigrants, various ethnic groups and religions, a

         12  place where people have come from all over the

         13  world, to start new lives for themselves and their

         14  families; and

         15                 Whereas: We are a City made strong by

         16  the efforts of individuals who give exemplary

         17  service to their community, whether through

         18  participation in volunteer programs, through unique

         19  personal achievement in their professional or other

         20  endeavors, or through a lifetime of good citizenry;

         21  and

         22                 Whereas: Today, on this most

         23  auspicious occasion, we remember with special

         24  gratitude the gifts that members of the

         25  Korean-American community have brought to every
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          2  aspect of our national life, and recognize Mr. Chong

          3  H. Hong, an individual whose efforts have truly

          4  enriched our City; and

          5                 Whereas: Mr. Chong H. Hong, through

          6  his work with organizations such as the Korean

          7  Cultural Society, Flushing Council on Culture & the

          8  Arts, Community Board 7, Korean American Association

          9  of Flushing and the Lunar New Year Festival

         10  Committee, among other groups, has helped to bring

         11  attention to Asian culture; and

         12                 Whereas: Because of his hard work,

         13  Mr. Chong H. Hong has been recognized for his

         14  efforts and given various awards, including the

         15  Ellis Island Award, New York State Governor's Award,

         16  Cultural Award and COCA Award by the Flushing

         17  Council on Culture and Arts, among many other

         18  awards; and

         19                 Whereas: It is with great pride that

         20  we honor Mr. Chong H. Hong for the many years of

         21  hard work and outstanding service he has provided

         22  for the great borough of Queens; Mr. Chong H. Hong

         23  has truly distinguished himself in service to the

         24  City and the community, and it is with the greatest

         25  gratitude that we honor him for all of his
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          2  contributions; now, therefore

          3                 Be It Known: That the Council of the

          4  City of New York most gratefully honors MR. CHUN SOO

          5  PYUN; and MR. CHONG H. HONG for their outstanding

          6  service to the City and the community, and joins

          7  with family, friends and distinguished members of

          8  the community in recognizing his important

          9  contributions to City Life; and

         10                 Signed this 4th day of December in

         11  the year Two Thousand and Two, Gifford Miller,

         12  Speaker for the Entire Council; John Liu, Council

         13  Member, 20th District, Queens.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Mr. Speaker, my

         15  fellow colleagues in the City Council, these two

         16  distinguished gentlemen are part of a community, a

         17  Korean-American Community, that has contributed so

         18  greatly to the City of New York, and to the

         19  revitalization over the last 20 years of my home

         20  town of Flushing, their contributions cannot be

         21  acknowledged more than they can possibly deserve,

         22  and it is especially important at this time as we

         23  approach the 100th Centennial of the history of

         24  Korean-Americans in the United States that this time

         25  is most fitting to present these leaders, these
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          2  outstanding leaders, these proclamations from our

          3  City Council.

          4                 Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

          5                 MR. HONG: It is an honor to receive

          6  the proclamation from the City Council member, so

          7  this proclamation give me more responsibility to

          8  devote for the not only Korean Community, but entire

          9  Asian and the large entire City of New York.

         10                 We are pledging we work harder in the

         11  future.

         12                 Thank you very much.

         13                 MR. PYUN: Lunar New Year, the most

         14  and the biggest holiday in Asian Community, we have

         15  a parade not only in Chinatown, but also in Flushing

         16  downtown, and this parade get together everybody and

         17  make more harmonious community for our culture.

         18                 I brought my diploma, family school

         19  to college, all certificates, also my birth date,

         20  42078, Lunar New Year Calendar.

         21                 We also have our calendar in here

         22  too. Thank you.

         23                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you.

         24                 Thank you all for the service that

         25  you've given to all New Yorkers, in particular the
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          2  Korean-American Community.

          3                 Thank you.

          4                 Council Member Perkins, and Council

          5  Member Jackson are here, if they could come up.

          6                 Before we begin, I want to note that

          7  we've been joined by a number of students from the

          8  Fordham University, Communication. We welcome all of

          9  you. Thank you for being here today.

         10                 Today, we'd also like to ask the NYC

         11  350 folks to come up. And today we're recognizing

         12  the efforts of NYC 350, which recognizes and

         13  commemorates the 350th Anniversary of the

         14  establishment of the first municipal government in

         15  New York City and America, which that's us.

         16                 In 1653, at the site of today's

         17  downtown Customs House, the City of Amsterdam

         18  created the first governing body for the

         19  municipality called the Council. We have a few Dutch

         20  descendents here as well.

         21                 The current City Council traces its

         22  roots from its original Council established in 1653

         23  and the first act of the Council was to authorize

         24  the construction of a wall to protect the City,

         25  which has become our Wall Street.
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          2                 I'd like to ask our clerk to read the

          3  Proclamation.

          4                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: The Council, City

          5  of New York, Proclamation.

          6                 Whereas: The Council of the City of

          7  New York is pleased to join the fine citizens of our

          8  great City, State and nation in commemorating New

          9  York City's 350th Anniversary, and to proudly

         10  declare the Year 2003 as New York City's Birthday;

         11  and

         12                 Whereas: The City of New York, first

         13  known as New Amsterdam, has its very roots in its

         14  charter of self government, established from

         15  February 2nd, 1653, which enumerated the rights and

         16  responsibilities of the citizens of this city and

         17  became our foundation for diversity and inclusion,

         18  becoming the first such charter in the American

         19  colonies, which would later become the United States

         20  of America; and

         21                 Whereas: This charter of self

         22  government also created our City's first government,

         23  then known as the Council, today the City Council,

         24  the first municipal government body in American

         25  history, today being the longest continuous serving
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          2  local municipal government in America; and

          3                 Whereas: As its first notable act, on

          4  March 13, 1653, the Council ordered a wall to be

          5  built to protect the interests of our young city at

          6  its northern extremity, creating what would become

          7  Wall Street, a street rich in history, where George

          8  Washington was inaugurated as our first President;

          9  where the first Capitol of our United States stood

         10  and where our precious Bill of Rights was drafted

         11  and ratified; and

         12                 Whereas: One year after our

         13  indomitable, luminous spirit has emerged from the

         14  ruins of the treacherous attacks and monumental

         15  tragedy of September 11th, 2000, we are determined

         16  to rebuild and to continue growing and evolving;

         17  now, more than ever, is a pivotal time for the

         18  entire world to learn of our rich 350 year history;

         19  and

         20                 Whereas: Among the individuals and

         21  institutions who have helped bring ab9ut an

         22  awareness of this important milestone in our City's

         23  history, none have been more essential than "NYC

         24  350," and Mr. Roland Rogers, citizen of the great

         25  neighborhood of Harlem and tremendous civic
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          2  benefactor, whose efforts over they years have been

          3  worthy of the highest praise and admiration; now,

          4  therefore,

          5                 Be It Known: That the Council of the

          6  City of New York most proudly proclaims all of 2003

          7  as New York City's 350th Anniversary and declares

          8  February 2nd, 2003 to be a very special day of

          9  celebration throughout our great City.

         10                 Signed this 4th day of December in

         11  the year Two Thousand and Two, Gifford Miller,

         12  Speaker for the Entire Council; Bill Perkins, Deputy

         13  Majority Leader, Council Member, 9th District,

         14  Manhattan.

         15                 SPEAKER MILLER: I want to note that

         16  we have Roland Rogers, who is the founder of NYC

         17  350, he's going to say a few words.

         18                 We're also joined by Arthur Picolo,

         19  of the Bowling Green Association, who is in the

         20  back. Thank you for being here with us, Arthur and

         21  Roland. If you would like to say a few words, it

         22  would be appreciative.

         23                 MR. ROLAND: Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

         24                 On behalf of NYC 350, I'd like to

         25  profoundly thank the Speaker and the entire Council
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          2  on recognizing the 350th Anniversary of the founding

          3  of New York City.

          4                 I'd also like to extend some great

          5  thanks to Councilman Perkins and Councilman Jackson,

          6  who was tremendously instrumental and helpful to me

          7  to facilitate what we are doing.

          8                 And lastly, I would like to invite

          9  everyone down next Tuesday to Bowling Green, which

         10  is where the Fort was, to a Christmas Tree Lighting

         11  Ceremony, between 5:30 and 6:00, and come down and

         12  join us to kick off the countdown to the celebration

         13  which will be held at the Customs House February 2nd

         14  of 2003.

         15                 So, again, I want to invite you all.

         16  I want to thank you again for everything you've

         17  done.

         18                 Thank you.

         19                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you. Thank you

         20  for what you're doing, for recognizing our City's

         21  extraordinary history.

         22                 My colleagues, we're also very, very

         23  pleased to be joined today by a number of

         24  extraordinary young people from the Martin Luther

         25  King High School, their soccer team that won the
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          2  Citywide tournament.

          3                 Council Member Gale Brewer is going

          4  to introduce them.

          5                 Council Member Brewer.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Thank you very

          7  much.

          8                 This is a huge honor for me, and I'm

          9  joined here by the Martin Luther King, Jr. High

         10  School Soccer Team, their coach, their principal and

         11  a representative from the superintendent of high

         12  schools in Manhattan's Office, this is a team that

         13  has one six out of the seven last years, and

         14  obviously this year they won again. They are

         15  personally responsible, academically excellent, a

         16  wonderful group of people. I've had the privilege of

         17  being in and out of the school a great deal over the

         18  last year or so, and gotten to know them, I've

         19  watched them play, and I want to say that it is a

         20  particular privilege to honor them there today. Most

         21  of them have never been to City Hall before, and so

         22  we are welcoming them with all of our heart.

         23                 I'd like to first introduce the

         24  soccer coach, Martin Jacobson, to say a few words,

         25  and then we'll read the proclamation.
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          2                 MR. JACOBSON: Thank you, Council

          3  Member.

          4                 It is a great honor being of

          5  immigrant parents myself, being born in New York and

          6  to coach a predominant group of immigrant students

          7  and to show them the way that passion and

          8  determination and the goals they can achieve.

          9                 It is a great honor to be here, where

         10  I've never been before, and make me so proud to be

         11  from New York, to be honored by my City and to have

         12  these great, great student athletes come with me, to

         13  feel the wonderment of our great city and the honors

         14  that go with it as the champions of the City of New

         15  York.

         16                 Thank you.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Okay.

         18                 We're going to have the clerk read

         19  the proclamation, and I'll continue to introduce

         20  some of the players.

         21                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: The Council, City

         22  of New York, Proclamation.

         23                 Whereas: The Council of the New York

         24  is pleased and proud to recognize the Martin Luther

         25  King, Jr. High School Soccer Team and their triumphs
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          2  throughout the years; and

          3                 Whereas: Martin Luther King, Jr. High

          4  School Boys Soccer team has distinguished itself on

          5  winning the 2002 New York City Public High School

          6  Championship; and

          7                 Whereas: New York City congratulates

          8  Martin Luther King Jr. High School Boys Soccer team

          9  and Coach Martin Jacobson on winning their third

         10  consecutive New York City Public School

         11  Championship; and

         12                 Whereas: The Martin Luther King

         13  Knights won the PSAL Soccer Championship six of the

         14  last seven years; and

         15                 Whereas: The team has been nationally

         16  ranked each of the last four years and has attained

         17  its highest ranking this season - a the tenth best

         18  team in the country out of over 5,000 high school

         19  soccer teams; and

         20                 Whereas: Whereas: These highly

         21  skilled athletes, who hail from so many different

         22  countries and cultures, embody the American dream

         23  and are a fine example of what hard work, passion

         24  and commitment will bring; now, therefore

         25                 Be it Known: That the Council of the
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          2  City of New York honors Martin Luther King Jr. High

          3  School Soccer Team and comments their efforts and is

          4  proud they are a part of our great city.

          5                 Signed this 4th day of December in

          6  the year Two Thousand and Two, Gifford Miller,

          7  Speaker for the Entire Council; Gale A. Brewer,

          8  Council Member, 6th District, Manhattan.

          9                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you. I'm going

         10  to let Gale introduce all the players but I just

         11  want to note that the coach just told me it's six

         12  out of last seven, but it would have been seven out

         13  of seven if it hadn't hit three goal posts, right?

         14                 MR. JACOBSON: Correct.

         15                 SPEAKER MILLER: Three goal posts,

         16  they ran runners up at one time. We won't focus on

         17  that, though, we'll focus on this victory today.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Dr. Eda

         19  Magolis is the principal of Martin Luther King Jr.

         20  High School. She's new and she's doing a great job.

         21  She wants to say a few words.

         22                 MS. MAGOLIS: Thank you.

         23                 All I want to say is that I'm very

         24  proud to be the principal of such wonderful young

         25  people, and this is an example of the students and
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          2  the quality of students that we have at Martin

          3  Luther King High School. We're very proud of all of

          4  you guys.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Michael

          6  Racnelli is here representing the Superintendent. If

          7  you just want to say hello, Michael, wherever you

          8  are? Oh, there you are, okay.

          9                 MR. RACNELLI: On behalf of

         10  Superintendent Sawyer, he sends his best wishes.

         11                 I had the good fortune of chatting

         12  with these young men in the side Chamber here. If

         13  you were to talk to them and if you were to look

         14  into their eyes, you would see that they are in fact

         15  true champions.

         16                 Robert Lipsite has written several

         17  articles in the New York Times on the team, and he'

         18  referred to them as "gentlemen jewels," and that's

         19  what they truly are. They are winners, they are

         20  champions, and we should be very proud of them. God

         21  bless you all.

         22                 Deron Charles and Felix Fruglo.

         23  Felix, do you want to talk first and say a few

         24  words?

         25                 MR. CHARLES: Well, my name is Deron,
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          2  instead of Felix. I'm not from Jamaica, I'm from

          3  Trinidad. All I would like to say is I'm proud, I'm

          4  blessed to be a part of this New York City

          5  championship team, and what I would like to say is

          6  that I entered the school here in September of 2001,

          7  and from September to this year, now it's been a

          8  year and some months now, so from since being a part

          9  of this team I enjoyed playing the team, and one

         10  thing I'd like to say is that one thing we have on

         11  this team is unity, is that each and every other

         12  player here come from a different country, a

         13  different background. We have some from Guyana, we

         14  have some from Jamaica, from the Caribbean, from all

         15  over. So, one thing that is good is we have the

         16  unity and the love and good discipline too. That is

         17  what brought us to win six championships in a row.

         18  So, that's all I could say.

         19                 MR. FRUGLO: First of all, my name is

         20  Felix Fruglo. And I would like to thank them for

         21  inviting us here.

         22                 I'm from Guyana and I've been doing

         23  this for four years, and out of four years, I won

         24  three championships, and I'm so glad.

         25                 And I would like to thank my
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          2  Chairperson for listening to me, and me listening to

          3  him, and giving me the honor to be on this team.

          4                 And I'd like to thank all the Jamaica

          5  and the Trinidad boys, for listening to me as a

          6  captain in the team, and especially the African

          7  boys, where they're from, you know, I'd like to

          8  thank all of them for being with us, and I wish next

          9  year there will be another championship for this

         10  school.

         11                 Thank you very much.

         12                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you all very

         13  much for being here. Congratulations for your

         14  accomplishments.

         15                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Roll call.

         16                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Addabbo.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Here.

         18                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Avella.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Here.

         20                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Baez.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ: Here.

         22                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Barron.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Here.

         24                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Boyland.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: Here.
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          2                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Brewer.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Here.

          4                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Clarke.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Here.

          6                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Comrie.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Present.

          8                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Davis.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER DAVIS: Present.

         10                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: DeBlasio.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEBLASIO: Here.

         12                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Diaz.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER DIAZ: Here.

         14                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Dilan.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER MALAVE-DILAN: Here.

         16                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Felder.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Here.

         18                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Fidler.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Here.

         20                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Foster.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Here.

         22                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gallagher.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Here.

         24                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gennaro.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Here.
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          2                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gerson.

          3                 (No response.)

          4                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gioia.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: Here.

          6                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Golden.

          7                 (No response.)

          8                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Jackson.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Here.

         10                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Jennings.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER JENNINGS: Here.

         12                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Katz.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Here.

         14                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Koppell.

         15                 (No response.)

         16                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Lanza.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER LANZA: Here.

         18                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Liu.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Here.

         20                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Lopez.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: Here.

         22                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Martinez.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Here.

         24                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: McMahon.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Here.
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          2                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Monserrate.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Here.

          4                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Moskowitz.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER MOSKOWITZ: Here.

          6                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Nelson.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Here.

          8                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Perkins.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Here.

         10                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Provenzano.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: Here.

         12                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Quinn.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: Here.

         14                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Recchia.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Here.

         16                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Reed.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: Here.

         18                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Reyna.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: Present.

         20                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Sanders.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Here.

         22                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Seabrook.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Here.

         24                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Sears.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Here.
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          2                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Serrano.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER SERRANO: Here.

          4                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Stewart.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Yes.

          6                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Vallone.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Here.

          8                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Vann.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Here.

         10                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Weprin.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Here.

         12                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Yassky.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Here.

         14                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Oddo.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Here.

         16                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Rivera.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: Here.

         18                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Speaker Miller.

         19                 SPEAKER MILLER: Here.

         20                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: A quorum is

         21  present.

         22                 Can we have the invocation, please,

         23  by Rabbi Jonathan Glass.

         24                 All stand.

         25                 RABBI GLASS: Men and women of the
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          2  City Council, Hanukkah is more than a story of

          3  military struggle and success in battle. It is the

          4  story of a struggle of values and the right to

          5  believe in practice according to one's conscience

          6  and not a particular ruling power.

          7                 This time of year we need to take

          8  time to appreciate our freedom of religion

          9  guaranteed by the Constitution, and to use the power

         10  of government to be ever vigilant of this great gift

         11  of God. Amen.

         12                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Amen. Motion

         13  to spread the invocation.

         14                 Council Member Nelson.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: I make a

         16  motion to spread the invocation upon the record.

         17                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: First of

         18  all, I'd like to welcome the wonderful young people

         19  of the Arts and Business School from Corona, Queens,

         20  who I met earlier, and they're up there. Give them

         21  all a hand.

         22                 And many of you will be sitting down

         23  in this Chamber one day, I'll bet.

         24                 And I'd like to call on Council

         25  Member Jim Gennaro, please.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Thank you,

          3  Madam Public Advocate. I just wish to thank you and

          4  to thank the Speaker and thank my colleagues and the

          5  staff here of the City Council for your wonderful of

          6  expressions of sympathy to myself and my family over

          7  this past week with the passing of my mom. I love

          8  you all. Thank you very much.

          9                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

         10  Council Member.

         11                 Adoption of the Minutes. Council

         12  Member Reyna.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: Motion of the

         14  minutes of the Stated Meeting of July 24th, 2002, be

         15  adopted as printed.

         16                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         17                 Messages and papers of the Mayor.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: None.

         19                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM:

         20  Communication from City, County and Borough Offices.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: None.

         22                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Petitions

         23  and communications.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: None.

         25                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Land Use
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          2  Call-Ups.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 383.

          4                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Roll call.

          5                 SPEAKER MILLER: At this point I would

          6  ask the clerk to call the roll on all items coupled

          7  on the Land Use Call-Up.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Addabbo.

          9                 (No response.)

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Avella.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Aye.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Baez.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ: Aye.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Barron.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Aye.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Boyland.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: Aye.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Brewer.

         19                 (No response.)

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Clarke.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Aye.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Comrie.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Aye.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Davis.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER DAVIS: Aye.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: DeBlasio.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEBLASIO: Aye.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Diaz.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER DIAZ: Aye.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Dilan.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTIN-DILAN: Aye.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Felder.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Aye.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Fidler.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Aye.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Foster.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Aye.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gallagher.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Aye.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gennaro.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Aye.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gerson.

         19                 (No response.)

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gioia.

         21                 (No response.)

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Golden.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER GOLDEN: Aye.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gonzalez.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER GONZALEZ: Aye.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jackson.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Aye.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jennings.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER JENNINGS: Aye.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Katz.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Aye.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Koppell.

          9                 (No response.)

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lanza.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER LANZA: Aye.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Liu.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Yes.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lopez.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: Yes.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Martinez.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Aye.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: McMahon.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Aye.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Monserrate.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Aye.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Moskowitz.

         23                 No response.)

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Nelson.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Aye.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Perkins.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Aye.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Provenzano.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: Aye.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Quinn.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: Yes.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Recchia.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Aye.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reed.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: Yes, aye.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reyna.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: Aye.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sanders.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Here.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Seabrook.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Yes.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sears.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Aye.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Serrano.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER SERRANO: Aye.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Stewart.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Aye.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vallone.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Aye.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vann.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Yes.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Weprin.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Aye.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Yassky.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Aye.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Addabbo.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Aye on all.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Oddo.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Yes.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Rivera.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: Aye.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Brewer.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Aye.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Speaker Mr. Miller.

         17                 SPEAKER MILLER:  Aye.

         18                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Land Use

         19  Call-Ups, 48 in the affirmative, zero in the

         20  negative and zero abstentions.

         21                 Communication from the Speaker.

         22                 SPEAKER MILLER: My colleagues, we

         23  have a number of important pieces of legislation on

         24  the agenda for today, but I want to bring my

         25  colleagues' attention to just two, which deal with
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          2  the scourge of domestic violence, that affects too

          3  many families here in New York City and across our

          4  country and indeed the world.

          5                 These two measures both seek to

          6  eliminate the domestic violence before it can occur,

          7  and also to deal with it once it does.

          8                 The first measure to take away the

          9  ability of those who have protection orders out

         10  against them, or have been convicted of misdemeanors

         11  or domestic violence assaults, from getting rifles,

         12  is a common sense measure, the response of the

         13  critical need to make sure that we keep weapons of

         14  violence out of the hands of those who are violent

         15  individuals.

         16                 And the second measure ensures that

         17  those who are seeking the safety of our shelters

         18  don't have to go through extensive paperwork and

         19  prove and deliver and police reports and other

         20  things, that they're being persecuted if they're

         21  fleeing from domestic violence, that we would open

         22  our arms and help them immediately.

         23                 I think those are both strongly the

         24  sentiments of the people of the City of New York,

         25  and I'm proud of both of these pieces of
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          2  legislation, and I commend them to my colleagues.

          3                 I also want to mention one other

          4  effort to my colleagues, again. Yesterday the Chair

          5  of the General Welfare Committee, the Chair of the

          6  Consumer Affairs Committee and I joined with the

          7  Consumer Affairs Department to announce an

          8  initiative on the earned income tax credit.

          9                 We in the Council are participating

         10  particularly and directly in the direct service of

         11  ensuring that our constituents get the money that

         12  they deserve for the extraordinary hard work that

         13  they perform.

         14                 And, so, there was one briefing

         15  yesterday and there will be another briefing coming

         16  up by our staff on how to prequalify people to get

         17  the earned income tax credit.

         18                 I know that all of our district

         19  offices will be offering this service, and I want to

         20  make sure that every Council member has their staff

         21  and themselves available to the Council's general

         22  staff and to the Community Food Resource Center,

         23  which is working with us in partnership on this

         24  important effort to make sure that all of our

         25  constituents get access to this important money
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          2  which they need to pay their bills, to make sure

          3  that they can continue to provide for their

          4  families.

          5                 More than a half a billion dollars is

          6  left on the table, as it were, 230,000 New Yorkers

          7  who could receive a check and are not currently

          8  getting it.

          9                 The City Council is committed to

         10  making sure that they do and I want to particularly

         11  compliment the leadership of Bill DeBlasio and Phil

         12  Reed, and all the members of the City Council and

         13  the staff in making sure that we engage in this

         14  effort, and I look forward to working with all of

         15  you on it.

         16                 That concludes the communication from

         17  the Speaker.

         18                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Discussion

         19  of General Orders.

         20                 Yassky. Mr. Yassky.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Yes, I do just

         22  want to urge my colleagues to vote for Intro. 211,

         23  one of the two bills that the Speaker just

         24  described. What this bill would do would be to

         25  direct the Police Department not to issue a license
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          2  to obtain a firearm, as defined in State Law, to

          3  anyone who is subject to a restraining order, or who

          4  has been convicted of domestic violence in the past.

          5                 I think this is a very important

          6  step. We know that guns and domestic violence are a

          7  deadly combination and we've got to keep them apart,

          8  if we can.

          9                 I just want to thank Chairman Vallone

         10  for his leadership on this bill and also the

         11  Speaker.

         12                 Thank you.

         13                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         14  Member DeBlasio.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER DeBLASIO: Thank you,

         16  Madam Public Advocate.

         17                 I also want to urge my colleagues

         18  today to vote for Intro. 120-A, and I appreciate the

         19  Speaker's strong support on this bill.

         20                 We've had extensive conversations

         21  with the Administration trying to ensure that we had

         22  a workable bill, but it's crucially necessary

         23  because what we found in our hearings of the General

         24  Welfare Committee in July is that we have a

         25  persistent problem of people seeking protection who
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          2  are domestic violence victims, and not being

          3  embraced by our current structure because of lack of

          4  paperwork, such as a police report or an order of

          5  protection, as well as certain categories of people

          6  being considered not appropriate for protection as

          7  domestic violence victims.

          8                 And the purpose of this legislation

          9  is to send a loud and clear message throughout the

         10  City government, if someone is a victim of domestic

         11  violence, get them to safety right away, no ifs,

         12  ands or buts, and that's why it's crucial. And if it

         13  saves one more person it's a step in the right

         14  direction.

         15                 So, I urge everyone in this body to

         16  support it. Thank you.

         17                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

         18  Council Member.

         19                 Council Member Reed.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: Thank you, Madam

         21  Public Advocate.

         22                 I wanted to just call my colleagues'

         23  attention to Intro. 27-A, that we are going to vote

         24  on which is a gender neutral bill, it asks that all

         25  the City documents now review and make sure that the
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          2  language that we use is gender neutral.

          3                 For far too long I think we have

          4  assumed a male role in government, and I'd like us

          5  to at least balance that out to the reality of where

          6  we are as a society. So, I'm encouraging everybody

          7  to vote on that.

          8                 I wanted to thank Chairman Perkins of

          9  Government Operations for working with me, as well

         10  as the Administration, so that we could move this

         11  bill through smoothly.

         12                 Thank you very much.

         13                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         14  Member Davis.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER DAVIS: Yes, thank you,

         16  Madam Public Advocate.

         17                 I, as a retired police officer, and a

         18  person who has been out there and involved in taking

         19  guns off the street, as a person who has responded

         20  to many a domestic violence terrible incidents, and

         21  as well as I've seen the importance of orders of

         22  protection.

         23                 We should do everything in our power

         24  to keep guns, rifles, shotguns, and so on and so

         25  forth, out of the hands of potential individuals who
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          2  would use these weapons in an appropriate way.

          3                 So, I stand on my experience and I

          4  hope that my colleagues would take my advice as a

          5  retired police officer and support Intro. 211-A.

          6                 This is quality legislation by

          7  Councilman David Yassky, and we must do all that's

          8  in our power to protect the innocent and make sure

          9  that guns do not fall into the wrong hands.

         10                 People have said guns don't kill

         11  people, people do. So, we must make sure that we do

         12  not allow guns to fall into wrong hands, and this

         13  type of legislation introduced by Councilman David

         14  Yassky will protect lives.

         15                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you.

         16                 Council Member Nelson.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Madam Public

         18  Advocate, thank you.

         19                 I urge my colleagues to support

         20  Intro. 216-A on today's agenda, which will expand

         21  the Veteran's Advisory Board from five to nine and

         22  mandate that they will all be veterans, every

         23  number.

         24                 This will help to ensure that the

         25  needs of those who served our country in all the
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          2  wars is being represented and their requests are

          3  addressed.

          4                 So, I appreciate that, and, again,

          5  colleagues, for 216-A, please vote for thank you,

          6  Madam Public Advocate.

          7                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you.

          8                 Report of Special Committees.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: None.

         10                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Report of

         11  Standing Committees.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports on the

         13  Committee on Aging.

         14                 Intro. 265.

         15                 SPEAKER MILLER: This item is adopted

         16  and laid over.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports of the

         18  Committee on General Welfare.

         19                 Intro. 120-A.

         20                 SPEAKER MILLER: Amended and coupled

         21  on the General Order Calendar.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports of the

         23  Committee on Land Use.

         24                 LU 209 and companion Reso 607.

         25                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the
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          2  General Order Calendar.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 221 and

          4  companion Reso 608.

          5                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

          6  General Order Calendar.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 241 and

          8  companion Reso 609.

          9                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

         10  General Order Calendar.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 243 and

         12  companion Reso 610.

         13                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

         14  General Order Calendar.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 249 and

         16  companion Reso 611.

         17                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

         18  General Order Calendar.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 252 and

         20  companion Reso 612.

         21                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

         22  General Order Calendar.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 253 and

         24  companion Reso 613.

         25                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the
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          2  General Order Calendar.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 260 and

          4  companion Reso 614.

          5                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

          6  General Order Calendar.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 261 and

          8  companion Reso 615.

          9                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

         10  General Order Calendar.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 282 and

         12  companion Reso 616.

         13                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on General

         14  Order Calendar.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 287 and

         16  companion Reso 617.

         17                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on General

         18  Order Calendar.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 301 and

         20  companion Reso 618.

         21                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

         22  General Order Calendar.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 308 and

         24  companion Reso 619.

         25                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the
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          2  General Order Calendar.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 324 and

          4  companion Reso 620.

          5                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

          6  General Order Calendar.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports of the

          8  Committee on Public Safety.

          9                 Intro. 243-A.

         10                 SPEAKER MILLER: Amended and laid

         11  over.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Intro. 286-A.

         13                 SPEAKER MILLER: Amended and laid

         14  over.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports of the

         16  Committee on Rules, Privileges and Elections.

         17                 M 330 and companion Reso 621.

         18                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

         19  general order calendar.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports of the

         21  Committee on Sanitation and Solid Waste Management.

         22                 Preconsidered Intro. 325.

         23                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

         24  general order calendar with a message of necessity.

         25                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: General
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          2  order calendar.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Intro. 27-A.

          4                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

          5  General Order Calendar.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Intro. 70-A.

          7                 SPEAKER MILLER: Laid over.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Intro. 146-A.

          9                 SPEAKER MILLER: Laid over.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Intro. 211-A.

         11                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

         12  General Order Calendar.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Intro. 216-A.

         14                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

         15  General Order Calendar.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Intro. 257-A.

         17                 SPEAKER MILLER: Laid over.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Resolution

         19  appointing various persons Commissioner of Deeds.

         20                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

         21  General Order Calendar.

         22                 At this point I'd ask the clerk to

         23  call the roll on all items coupled on the General

         24  Order Calendar.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Addabbo.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Aye.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Avella.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Aye.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Baez.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ: Aye.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Barron.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Aye.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Boyland.

         10                 (No response.)

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Brewer.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Aye.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Clarke.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Aye on all.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Comrie.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Aye on all.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Davis.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER DAVIS: Aye on all.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: DeBlasio.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEBLASIO: Aye on all.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Diaz.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER DIAZ: Aye.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Dilan.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTIN-DILAN: Aye on

         25  all.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Felder.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Yes.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Fidler.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Aye on all.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Foster.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Aye.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gallagher.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Aye on all;

         10  except no on Intro. 27-A.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gennaro.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Yes on all.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gioia.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: Yes on all.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Golden.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER GOLDEN: Aye on all.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gonzalez.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER GONZALEZ: Aye on all.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jackson.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Aye on all.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jennings.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER JENNINGS: Aye on all.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Katz.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Aye on all.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lanza.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER LANZA: Aye.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Liu.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Yes on all.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lopez.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: Aye on all.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Martinez.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Aye on all.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: McMahon.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Aye on all.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Monserrate.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Aye on

         13  all.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Moskowitz.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER MOSKOWITZ: May I have

         16  permission to vote on the Land Use item as well?

         17                 Aye on all Land Use, and aye on the

         18  General Order as well. Thank you.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Nelson.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Aye on all.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Perkins.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Aye on all.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Provenzano.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: Aye on

         25  all.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Quinn.

          3                 (No response.)

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Recchia.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Aye on all.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reed.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: Aye on all.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reyna.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: Aye on all.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sanders.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Aye on all.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Seabrook.

         13                 (No response.)

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sears.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Aye on all.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Serrano.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER SERRANO: Aye on all.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Stewart.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Aye on all.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vallone.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Aye on all.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vann.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Aye on all.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Weprin.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Aye on all.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Yassky.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Aye.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Boyland.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: Aye on all.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Quinn.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: If I could be

          8  excused to explain my vote?

          9                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: I just want to

         11  add my voice to those applauding Chairperson

         12  DeBlasio and the General Welfare Committee and other

         13  members of the Committee for the bill we're voting

         14  on today regarding domestic violence victims and

         15  their ability to get into the shelter system.

         16                 This bill is one that will be

         17  particularly helpful to lesbian, gay, bisexual and

         18  transgender survivors of domestic violence.

         19                 Since LGBT families are not

         20  recognized in the same way that other families are

         21  by the State of New York, we don't have a standing

         22  in Family Court, therefore to get Orders of

         23  Protection, LGBT victims have to go to Criminal

         24  Court, so there's somewhat of a higher burden put

         25  before LGBT survivors as they're seeking this

                                                            49

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  protection. So, eliminating that requirement will

          3  make it that much easier for people who are in that

          4  situation and trying very hard to get out of it to

          5  get the shelter that they and their family need, and

          6  I just wanted to make that note because I think it's

          7  a very important step forward for the community in

          8  their efforts to break free of abusive

          9  relationships.

         10                 So that said, I vote aye on all.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Seabrook.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Aye on all.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Oddo.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Yes.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Rivera.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA:  Aye on all.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Speaker Mr. Miller.

         18                 SPEAKER MILLER:  Aye.

         19                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: All items on

         20  today's General Order Calendar were adopted by a

         21  vote of 49 in the affirmative, zero in the negative

         22  and zero abstentions, with the exception of Intro.

         23  27-A with 48 in the affirmative, one in the

         24  negative; and revised Land Use Call-Up vote, 49 in

         25  the affirmative, and zero in the negative.
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          2                 Introduction and Reading of Bills.

          3                 SPEAKER MILLER: All items are

          4  referred to the committees indicated on the agenda.

          5                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Discussion

          6  of resolutions.

          7                 Councilman Nelson. Council Member

          8  Nelson, excuse me.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: No problem.

         10  With the new bill we just penned, it must be more

         11  specific, absolutely.

         12                 Thank you, Madam Public Advocate.

         13                 I'd like to thank Chairman Serrano

         14  for consideration of the Resos 576, which develops a

         15  National Purple Heart Hall of Honor in Windsor New

         16  York, and also designates August 7th, 2003 as

         17  National Purple Heart Recognition Day.

         18                 There have been over a million and a

         19  half people who, you don't want to have this

         20  distinction, but if you do, it's nice to be

         21  recognized for it. It means you were wounded in

         22  battle, protecting the rights of all of us in

         23  fighting and dying for freedom. And there are still

         24  almost 600,000 living, and we are at war right now,

         25  we're fighting an international war on terrorism,
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          2  and I hope it doesn't have to be brought home again

          3  for all of us to realize, and recognize what the

          4  fighting men and women of this country do for us.

          5                 We should always remember it and

          6  always show them recognition.

          7                 So, my colleagues, Resolution 576.

          8  And, again, thank you for Council Member Perkins,

          9  for the Veteran's Advisory Board, and the Speaker

         10  Giff Miller for Sheparding it through.

         11                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Resolutions.

         12  Oh, I'm sorry. Council Member DeBlasio.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER DeBLASIO: Thank you. I

         14  just want to speak in favor of the resolution

         15  declaring December 10th as Human Rights Day, simply

         16  to say that in times of dangers to our National

         17  Security, it's crucial that we also remember what

         18  makes this City special, this country special, which

         19  is our commitment to human rights.

         20                 And I want to particularly thank the

         21  Brooklyn Chapter of Amnesty International, which

         22  spearheaded the effort to make sure that we

         23  commemorate this day each year.

         24                 Thank you.

         25                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,
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          2  Council member.

          3                 Council Member Clarke.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Thank you,

          5  Madam Public Advocate.

          6                 I'm reading out to my colleagues in

          7  favor of Resolution 589 recognizing December 1st,

          8  2002 as World AIDS Day in the City of New York.

          9                 I think that we need to really raise

         10  the level of consciousness within all of the

         11  residents of the City of New York, that the HIV/AIDS

         12  scourge is not gone but it continues to rear its

         13  ugly head in many of our communities, particularly

         14  communities of color, and that the enlightenment and

         15  education and awareness that comes along with the

         16  fact that we are living in a world that continues to

         17  see the spread of HIV/AIDS, it's critical that we

         18  raise our voices, that we educate our young, and

         19  that we educate those within our community who have

         20  yet to traditionally get this information.

         21                 So, I encourage my colleagues to

         22  hastily pass this resolution, and that you spread

         23  the word within your various communities as I do in

         24  mine.

         25                 Thank you.
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          2                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

          3  Council member.

          4                 Council Member Davis.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER DAVIS: Yes, thank you,

          6  Madam Public Advocate.

          7                 I want to compliment Councilman

          8  Michael Nelson for introducing the National Purple

          9  Heart Recognition Day. This was a great honor for me

         10  to sign on, also being a member of the Cultural

         11  Affairs Committee, I've had the good fortune of

         12  having a vote and getting it out of Committee, and

         13  now have a good fortune of making it, passing on

         14  today, assuming that it passes.

         15                 My father being a World War II

         16  veteran fought for this country, and my grandfather

         17  fought in World War I. So, I don't forget the

         18  contributions, not only of my forefather, not only

         19  my family members who have fought for this country,

         20  but of others that have given their lives.

         21                 So, with great honor, I encourage all

         22  my colleagues to sign on.

         23                 And as well, Human Rights Day in New

         24  York City, Council Member Charles Barron and myself

         25  went to Zimbabwe to stand up, to make sure after we
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          2  heard that there was human rights and various

          3  violations and we stood up, so we encourage you to

          4  support Resolution 577 and 586.

          5                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

          6  Council member.

          7                 Anymore?

          8                 Yes, Council Member Jackson.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Thank you,

         10  Madam Public Advocate. I rise today in recognition

         11  of Resolution 589.

         12                 Again, it's so important that we

         13  recognize the devastation that AIDS has played, not

         14  only in New York City, but around the world, and I

         15  just have to stand and say that we must do

         16  everything we can to eradicate the number one

         17  disease that's killing thousands of individuals

         18  every day, and hundreds of thousands around the

         19  world every single year, and that is AIDS, so in

         20  recognition of December 1st, 2001, 2002, as World

         21  AIDS Day, I hereby say to all my colleagues, spread

         22  the positive word, and let's not get HIV positive.

         23  Thank you.

         24                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: We're going

         25  to vote on the resolutions now, yay or nay.
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          2                 Resolution 576, all in favor?

          3                 THE QUORUM: Aye.

          4                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Opposed?

          5                 Resolution 577, in favor?

          6                 THE QUORUM: Aye.

          7                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Opposed?

          8                 Resolution 586, in favor?

          9                 THE QUORUM: Aye.

         10                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Opposed?

         11                 Resolution 589, in favor?

         12                 THE QUORUM: Aye.

         13                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Opposed?

         14                 All resolutions are adopted.

         15                 General Discussion.

         16                 Council Member Barron.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Thank you,

         18  Madam Chair.

         19                 As is my custom, I find resolutions

         20  that all of us can agree upon, so I found a very

         21  easy one, Madam Chair, this time that I know none of

         22  my colleagues will disagree with, and I expect

         23  almost unanimous support; and that is the African

         24  Burial Ground right downtown here in Manhattan. As

         25  we talk about local development, the development of
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          2  Lower Manhattan, please do not forget the African

          3  Burial Ground. It is the history of New York City in

          4  1625, thousands of Africans were stolen from the

          5  Caribbean and Africa to build New York City, the

          6  infrastructure and evidence of that is in the

          7  African Burial Ground right downtown here in

          8  Manhattan.

          9                 424 remains were excavated in 1991,

         10  and ten, 12 years later, they still not have been

         11  reinterred.  This is an absurdity.

         12                 This resolution is calling for a

         13  memorialization for the Africans who built New York

         14  City, and we need to protect them and respect them.

         15  And also the FEMA development, the lower development

         16  of Manhattan must include the African Burial Ground.

         17  We deserve at least that. So, I'm asking all of my

         18  colleagues for support on that. I'm working with the

         19  Manhattan Borough President's on seeing to it that

         20  it is memorialized and properly respected.

         21                 I thank you so much, Madam Chair.

         22                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

         23  Council Member.

         24                 Council Member Lopez.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: Yes. I just
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          2  wanted to address my colleagues. I wanted to

          3  apologize for not being here last week when you had

          4  to vote on the increase for the property taxes, and

          5  I want to make clear that this was out of my

          6  control, that was the only reason I was not able to

          7  be in place here.

          8                 But I want to make very clear here,

          9  without no confusion, categorically that I totally

         10  support the decisions that you made, if I would have

         11  had the opportunity to vote in that particular

         12  increase, I would have done it, and I want to make

         13  that very clear in the floor here, in case that

         14  somebody may think that I was not here for other

         15  reasons.

         16                 Then saying that, I repeat, I think

         17  you did the right thing.

         18                 It's very important to preserve the

         19  fiber of the needs of our community and that

         20  services that are so critical to maintain health,

         21  law, order and civilized way of living in our City.

         22                 Thank you, and I vote in absence for

         23  my part would have been yes.

         24                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

         25  Council member.
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          2                 Council Member Brewer.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Thank you very

          4  much. I just want to mention, and some of you have

          5  come over to sign on to a proposed local law which

          6  would create a pilot program to install and test

          7  audible pedestrian signaling technology to alert

          8  visually impaired pedestrians and others.

          9                 This issue was brought to our

         10  attention by the participants and members of the

         11  Jewish Guild for the Blind, and we have received

         12  many, many phone calls since we started talking

         13  about it from other individuals who are visually

         14  impaired in the City, and I look forward to hearings

         15  and discussions regarding the work that has been

         16  done in other cities, some cities are completely

         17  available technologically in terms of mobility for

         18  those who are visually impaired. There are some

         19  noise issues that we can address with the new

         20  technology that's now available. I urge you all to

         21  sign on.

         22                 Secondly, I want to mention something

         23  that I've talked to with Council Member Yvette

         24  Clarke. My e-mail is full of the concerns of those

         25  who care about the Country of Haiti, and the
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          2  situation in which President Araseed is not the

          3  President Araseed that I met when he first became

          4  President many years ago.

          5                 So, I just want to mention that as an

          6  issue that I think it's hard to introduce as a body.

          7  It is a country that is in very desperate shape as

          8  we speak, and it's something to keep on the radar

          9  screen.

         10                 Thank you very much.

         11                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

         12  Council member.

         13                 Council Member Fidler.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Thank you.

         15                 In the holiday spirit of can't we all

         16  just get along, I've introduced today Intro. 322,

         17  which creates a code of conduct for all spectators

         18  and participants that use sports events, that use

         19  City facilities or City funding.

         20                 The Youth Services Committee will be

         21  having a hearing on this Intro. On December 16th,

         22  and I hope it will be back here on the floor for a

         23  vote in time for next year's sports season.

         24                 It's a very simple code of conduct,

         25  calls for sportsmanship, that people conduct
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          2  themselves in the way that we'd be proud of, that

          3  officials and participants not be abused either on

          4  the field or from the people watching the game, and

          5  I would call upon all of my colleagues to sign onto

          6  Intro. 322, and I hope it will be back here shortly

          7  for a vote.

          8                 Thank you.

          9                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you.

         10                 Council Member Davis.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER DAVIS: Thank you.

         12                 I wanted to compliment Councilwoman

         13  Tracy Boyland for having a very important joint

         14  hearing with Councilman Peter Vallone, Jr., about

         15  young ladies, sexually exploited, sexually exploited

         16  girls. Unfortunately, something tragic took place in

         17  Brooklyn a couple of days ago where a woman was

         18  raped in Lincoln Terrace Park, and Councilwoman

         19  Tracy Boyland, along with the Police Department,

         20  very much important, responded as quickly as

         21  possible in this meeting with the Parks Department

         22  leadership to make sure that terrible tragedies like

         23  this never take place.

         24                 So, I felt it was very important to

         25  compliment Councilwoman Boyland, as we go forth to
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          2  make sure that young ladies and girls and women and

          3  people in general are not victims of a terrible act

          4  and sexually exploited, or raped or sexually abused

          5  and so on and so forth.

          6                 So, again, I just wanted to commend

          7  Councilwoman Tracy Boyland.

          8                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

          9  Council Member.

         10                 Council Member Monserrate.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Thank you,

         12  Madam Chair.

         13                 I just wanted to call the attention

         14  to my colleagues to Intro. 326 today, the bill that

         15  I have titled Access Without Fear. It's a protection

         16  for confidential information for our City residents,

         17  and it would provide protections against disclosure,

         18  regarding an individual's health, their disability

         19  status, their income tax record, their orientation,

         20  their status as a victim of domestic violence, there

         21  status as to public assistance and immigration

         22  status, and I look forward to working with, and I

         23  want to thank all of the colleagues of the Council

         24  who are now about 30 strong who have already

         25  co-sponsored the bill. Thank you for the support on
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          2  behalf of the residents of the City of New York.

          3                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          4  Member Oddo.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Thank you, Madam

          6  Public Advocate.

          7                 I missed the opportunity earlier to

          8  commend folks regarding Intro. 216-A. I want to

          9  thank the Speaker and Chairman Perkins. I want to

         10  thank Council Member Nelson, in particular, and his

         11  staff. Some of the vet community contacted us when

         12  they had some concerns about exactly how the bill

         13  was worded, and Council Member Nelson and his staff,

         14  and Chairman Perkins really stepped up and addressed

         15  their concerns.

         16                 To some of the vets, Joe Sabello, Jim

         17  Salazar, Aleek Avino from the Staten Island's VP's

         18  office, thank you.

         19                 And just a few words to commend our

         20  colleague Council Member Lou Fidler on his bill.

         21  Recreational rage, or rec rage, as it's now being

         22  known, is something that's prevalent across the five

         23  boroughs and across the country, unfortunately, and

         24  this is a serious issue. These are supposed to be

         25  some of the best moments of young children's lives
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          2  and best moments for the parents, a few bad apples

          3  turn what is supposed to be American Pie-type

          4  moments, to turn them into violent incidents. And I

          5  think this Council should be concerned with the

          6  safety of the kids on the field and the safety of

          7  the parents in the stand.

          8                 So, I want to commend Council Member

          9  Fidler and hope that his Committee has a prompt

         10  hearing and we enact that legislation.

         11                 Thank you.

         12                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         13  Member Stewart.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: I want to

         15  thank, publicly thank the Chair of the Women's

         16  Committee for making such a wonderful presentation,

         17  and I accept this pending, pending the legal advice,

         18  what is the conflict of interest.

         19                 Thank you.

         20                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Councilman

         21  Recchia.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: I rise today

         23  to ask my colleagues to sign onto Intro. 603, which

         24  would give everyone who is getting grants from FEMA

         25  and from Lower Manhattan, that those grants and
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          2  income would be tax exempt.

          3                 So, I'm asking everyone to please

          4  sign on because we have to make sure that all the

          5  money they get is tax exempt, they don't have to pay

          6  taxes on it. So, thank you very much.

          7                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          8  Member Clarke.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Yes. I am also

         10  just urging my colleagues to remember that African

         11  Burial Ground down in lower Manhattan and the

         12  resolution submitted by Charles Barron. This is a

         13  piece of all of our history. These are Africans

         14  brought to the shores of New York City, who

         15  contributed with their lives in the building of the

         16  City, certainly we need to memorialize the efforts.

         17                 Secondly, the Access Without Fear

         18  legislation goes to the root of who we are as a

         19  people in New York City.

         20                 This will address issues concerning

         21  every class of individuals here in New York City who

         22  deserve to have their confidentiality through their

         23  access to services that we provide here in the City

         24  of New York.

         25                 We are clear on our need to have
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          2  homeland security but we are also clear for the need

          3  not to do that at the expense of our civil rights of

          4  our human rights, and certainly we walk that fine

          5  line when the federal government imposes regulations

          6  that requiring turning our civil servants into FBI

          7  agents.

          8                 This has not been the history of our

          9  City and certainly we must codify how we feel about

         10  New York City being the gateway to immigrants and a

         11  liberation area for those who have historically been

         12  discriminated against.

         13                 I ask that you give this your utmost

         14  consideration and if you've not signed onto these

         15  resolutions, and this Intro as of yet, that you do

         16  so today.

         17                 Thank you.

         18                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you.

         19                 Mr. Speaker.

         20                 SPEAKER MILLER: My colleagues, I'd

         21  like to close this meeting by recognizing just the

         22  pass date December 1st, the resolution we passed as

         23  World AIDS Day, and ask my colleagues to join in

         24  standing with me in a moment of silence and in

         25  memory of all those that we've lost to AIDS, and to
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          2  all those who are living with HIV today.

          3                 (Moment of Silence.)

          4                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you.

          5                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Meeting is

          6  adjourned.

          7                 (Hearing concluded at 2:50 p.m.)
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