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          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2                 SPEAKER MILLER: We have a ceremonial

          3  before we begin the regular portion of the meeting.

          4  Council Member Serrano has a couple of individuals

          5  that he and I would like to honor. I'm going to turn

          6  it over to Council Member Jose Serrano.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER SERRANO: Thank you,

          8  Mr. Speaker.

          9                 It's a wonderful day here in the City

         10  Council as we honor a lifetime of achievements of

         11  Ralph Hittman.

         12                 In his 43 years as Executive Director

         13  of the Boys Brotherhood Republic and its summer camp

         14  Wabanache, Ralph Hittman, now retired, has guided

         15  over 60,000 youth from all backgrounds to become

         16  better New Yorkers.

         17                 Using self-government as the teaching

         18  tool, Ralph taught the importance of respect

         19  self-esteem and citizenship.

         20                 These attributes have helped many

         21  young New Yorkers develop the leadership skills they

         22  need to succeed.

         23                 Ralph and Rose, you've made a strong,

         24  positive impression on me as well as thousands of

         25  other people in this great City and indeed
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          2  throughout this nation and world. It is a tremendous

          3  honor to have you with us today to accept our

          4  gratitude for all that you've done for this City.

          5                 Thank you and God bless you both.

          6                 Before I turn it over I'd just like

          7  to mention, we're joined by some colleagues. Your

          8  son Stephan Hittman, Lieutenant Thor Johansen from

          9  the New York City Fire Department, and Lieutenant

         10  William Redden from the New York City Fire

         11  Department. Thank you for being here.

         12                 SPEAKER MILLER: I also want to note

         13  that Bob Catano, on behalf of Borough President

         14  Marty Markowitz is here, as well, and there is a

         15  proclamation as well, and we're very grateful for

         16  you being here, as well, Bob. Thank you for being,

         17  and certainly on behalf of the great Borough

         18  President in the great Borough of Brooklyn we're

         19  honored, and we ask at this point for the Clerk to

         20  read the proclamation.

         21                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: The Council, City

         22  of New York, Proclamation.

         23                 Whereas: The Council of the City of

         24  New York is pleased and proud to honor Ralph and

         25  rose Hittman for their outstanding service to the
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          2  City and the community; and

          3                 Whereas: We are a City made strong by

          4  the efforts of individuals who give exemplary

          5  service to their community, whet her through

          6  participation in volunteer programs, through unique

          7  personal achievement in their professional or other

          8  endeavors, or through a lifetime of good citizenry;

          9  and

         10                 Whereas: Rose and Ralph Hittman are

         11  two individuals who embody the traditional model of

         12  true citizenship; to develop one's intellect, spirit

         13  and talents; to contribute to and proudly promote

         14  the community in which one lives; to provide

         15  insight, wisdom and inspiration for others, thereby

         16  increasing their potential to do good; and

         17                 Whereas: Mr. Hittman has spent a

         18  lifetime devoted to bettering the community; as

         19  Executive Director of the Boys Brotherhood Republic

         20  of New York, Inc., he has made a tremendously

         21  positive impact on countless lives, providing people

         22  of all ages with confidence, pride and purpose in

         23  community involvement and respect for others as

         24  productive citizens; and

         25                 Whereas: The BBR is a year round,
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          2  multi-faceted community center servicing the needs

          3  of families of different backgrounds, colors,

          4  cultures, origins and religions; at the helm of this

          5  important organization, Mr. Hittman worked to help

          6  others understand the value and virtue of democracy;

          7  and

          8                 Whereas: In 2001, Mr. Hittman was

          9  awarded the prestigious Ellis Island Medal of Honor

         10  Lifetime Achievement award in recognition of his

         11  exceptional humanitarian service to the people of

         12  America; and

         13                 Whereas: Over the years Mr. Hittman

         14  has been given loving support by his wife Rose,

         15  together they have two successful sons, Dr.'s

         16  Michael and Stephen Hittman, and three adorable

         17  grandchildren; now, therefore

         18                 Whereas: It is with great pride that

         19  we honor Ralph and Rose Hittman, two people who have

         20  truly distinguished themselves in service to the

         21  community; they are worthy of the highest esteem,

         22  not only of the community but of all New Yorkers;

         23  now, therefore

         24                 Be It Known: That the Council of the

         25  City of New York most gratefully honors RALPH and
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          2  ROSE HITTMAN for their outstanding service to the

          3  City and the community.

          4                 Signed this 23rd day of October in

          5  the year Two Thousand and Two, Gifford Miller,

          6  Speaker for the Entire Council; Jose M. Serrano,

          7  Council Member, 17th District, Bronx.

          8                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you. We're so

          9  pleased that you're with us here, and it's our great

         10  privilege to honor you today. We'd love it if you'd

         11  say a few words to the members here.

         12                 MR. HITTMAN: May I start off by

         13  saying that I never knew this gentleman is as good

         14  looking as he is.

         15                 Thank you all for this special,

         16  special award, special honor. In this sad old world

         17  of ours, of selfishness, greed, violence and hate,

         18  thank God for groups like yours who work to improve

         19  the lives of the people of the City of New York, of

         20  every age, background, color origin and religion.

         21                 In my lifetime, I've met many giants.

         22  None played professional baseball, basketball,

         23  football, golf, hockey, soccer or tennis, but all of

         24  my giants stand heads taller than any of the

         25  athletes in any league, in any sport, in concern for
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          2  others and in character.

          3                 In our game of life, I would rate all

          4  of you Hall of Famers, and if you appoint me manager

          5  of this team, I promise not to trade any of you for

          6  anyone else.

          7                 Special thanks to my wife Rose. We've

          8  been married for, I hate to say this, I've lied to

          9  everyone else, we've been married for 62 years. Our

         10  sons, Dr. Michael Hittman and Dr. Stephan Hittman

         11  and their families, and to Jose Marco Serrano, and

         12  to his family, we know his father, we know his

         13  family, we love them all. This family and all of you

         14  will remain very close to our hearts, because that's

         15  where we keep our valuables.

         16                 Thank you all very much.

         17                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you so much.

         18  We're honored by your presence.

         19                 The Borough President extends a

         20  citation as well, and we're grateful for Borough

         21  President Markowitz for doing so, and for you, Bob,

         22  for being here on his behalf.

         23                 At this meeting we're very pleased to

         24  have a special guest to do the Invocation. Father

         25  Marek of Staten Island, and also Council Member Mike
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          2  McMahon's district. So, he's going to do a brief

          3  introduction and then we'll begin the meeting.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Thank you,

          5  Mr. Speaker.

          6                 It's a great honor and privilege for

          7  me to be here today with Father Marek Suchocki, who

          8  is the Pastor of St. Stanislaus Kostki Church in the

          9  North Shore of Staten Island. And we're pleased that

         10  he's here to give us the invocation. We also want to

         11  present to him a proclamation, because of the hard

         12  work that he has done, not only for the spiritual

         13  health of his Catholic parishioners, but also what

         14  he's done as a community leader, setting up a whole

         15  community center and community services for the

         16  Polish Immigrant Community across Staten Island and

         17  across the City of New York.

         18                 And having said all of that, it's a

         19  great honor for me to stand here with you, Mr.

         20  Speaker, and with Father Marek, and members of our

         21  community, including my lovely wife Judith and to

         22  present this proclamation to Father Marek for all

         23  his hard work on behalf of all of the people of the

         24  City of New York.

         25                 SPEAKER MILLER: If the clerk could
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          2  read the proclamation.

          3                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: The Council, City

          4  of New York, Proclamation.

          5                 Whereas: The Council of the City of

          6  New York is pleased and proud to honor Father Marek

          7  for his inspiring leadership and inspirational

          8  leadership at St. Stanislaus Kostki Church of Staten

          9  Island; and

         10                 Whereas: We turn to our spiritual

         11  leaders for encouragement, strength and guidance for

         12  the moral foundation upon which to restore our

         13  spirit an renew our faith. Their words help heal us,

         14  and their good works are an endless source of

         15  inspiration and joy; and

         16                 Whereas: The St. Stanislaus Church

         17  has a long and distinguished history, and has

         18  dutifully served the New Brighton community, as well

         19  as the people of Polish descent on Staten Island for

         20  over 100 years; and

         21                 Whereas: If the true measure of a man

         22  is revealed and the good works he performed, then

         23  Father Merek is indeed a man of exceptional

         24  character, he has smoothened the most distressed, he

         25  has offered balance, calm and direction during a
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          2  moment of great inspirational need, and most

          3  importantly he has been a bedrock of moral

          4  excellence and instruction to all members of St.

          5  Stanislaus; now, therefore,

          6                 Be It Known: That the Council of the

          7  City of New York most gratefully honors Father Marek

          8  for the years of dedicated service to his church,

          9  the City and the community.

         10                 Signed this 23rd day of October in

         11  the year Two Thousand and Two, Gifford Miller,

         12  Speaker for the Entire Council; Michael E. McMahon,

         13  Council Member, 49th District, Staten Island.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Thank you,

         15  everyone. And if I can say one last thing, Mr.

         16  Speaker. Just recently Father Marek received

         17  American citizenship and he was sworn in as an

         18  American citizen. And he also told me that he

         19  registered to vote, but he won't tell us what party

         20  he registered for.

         21                 SPEAKER MILLER: There are ways to

         22  find out.

         23                 Thank you very much. We look forward

         24  to your words inspiring us at this meeting.

         25                 Thank you for being with us.
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          2                 My colleagues, right before we begin

          3  I just want to acknowledge that we have a City

          4  Council member from New Zealand who is here, Dennis

          5  Morgan. If you could wave, Dennis.

          6                 We're always pleased to be joined by

          7  our City Council colleagues from around the world,

          8  but I think in particular all of us, if I could have

          9  your attention for just a second. On a serious note,

         10  all of us know the people of New Zealand, as well as

         11  Australia and Indonesia lost a great deal in the

         12  terrible terrorist attack in Indonesia and a number

         13  of New Zealand citizens were killed and hurt in that

         14  attack, and certainly in New York City we understand

         15  what that's about, better than we wish we

         16  understood, and our condolences go to the entire

         17  country for their great loss, and we're glad that

         18  you're here today. Thank you.

         19                 Okay, let's begin.

         20                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: The Stated

         21  Meeting, October 23rd, is called to order.

         22                 Roll call.

         23                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Addabbo.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Here.

         25                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Avella.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Here.

          3                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Baez.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ: Here.

          5                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Barron.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Here.

          7                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Boyland.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: Here.

          9                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Brewer.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Here.

         11                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Clarke.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Here.

         13                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Comrie.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Here.

         15                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Davis.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER DAVIS: Present.

         17                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: DeBlasio.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEBLASIO: Here.

         19                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Diaz.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER DIAZ: Here.

         21                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Dilan.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER MALAVE-DILAN: Here.

         23                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Felder.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Here.

         25                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Fidler.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Here.

          3                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Foster.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Here.

          5                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gallagher.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Here.

          7                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gennaro.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Here.

          9                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gerson.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Here.

         11                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gioia.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: Here.

         13                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Golden.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER GOLDEN: Here.

         15                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Jackson.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Here.

         17                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Jennings.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER JENNINGS: Here.

         19                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Katz.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Here.

         21                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Koppell.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Here.

         23                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Lanza.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER LANZA: Here.

         25                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Liu.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Here.

          3                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Lopez.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: Here.

          5                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Martinez.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Here.

          7                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: McMahon.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Here.

          9                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Monserrate.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Here.

         11                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Moskowitz.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER MOSKOWITZ: Here.

         13                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Nelson.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Here.

         15                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Perkins.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Here.

         17                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Provenzano.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: Here.

         19                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Quinn.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: Here.

         21                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Recchia.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Here.

         23                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Reed.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: Here.

         25                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Reyna.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: Here.

          3                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Sanders.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Here.

          5                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Seabrook.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Here.

          7                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Sears.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Here.

          9                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Serrano.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER SERRANO: Here.

         11                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Stewart.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Yes.

         13                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Vallone.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Here.

         15                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Vann.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Here.

         17                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Weprin.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Here.

         19                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Yassky.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Here.

         21                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Oddo.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Here.

         23                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Rivera.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: Here.

         25                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Speaker Miller.
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          2                 SPEAKER MILLER: Here.

          3                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: A quorum is

          4  present. All rise.

          5                 Invocation. Father Marek Suchocki.

          6                 FATHER MAREK SUCHOCKI: Let us pray.

          7                 All that God has created and

          8  sustains, all the events He guides, and all human

          9  works that are good and have a good purpose, from

         10  those who praise and bless the Lord in your hearts,

         11  He's the source and origin of every blessing.

         12                 Teach us in regards of worthy of

         13  praise and consideration of the work of those who do

         14  a service to others, dedicate themselves to the

         15  public good and undertake the burdens of this task.

         16                 Public life on behalf of the person

         17  and society finds its basic standard the pursuit of

         18  the common good, is the good of everyone and is the

         19  good of each person taken as a whole.

         20                 The common good embraces the sum

         21  total of all those conditions of social life by

         22  which individuals find this, organizations can

         23  achieve more through their own fulfillment.

         24                 Today we express our appreciation for

         25  our sisters and brothers and to praise the Lord for
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          2  the spirit of service towards others in our beloved

          3  City.

          4                 Lord, send down your blessings on

          5  your servants who so generously devote themselves to

          6  help others. When they are called in times of need,

          7  let them faithfully serve you and their neighbor,

          8  thank Almighty God, from all of us, His blessings

          9  and love, amen.

         10                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Adoption of

         11  the Minutes.

         12                 Council Member Clarke.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Motion that

         14  the minutes of the Stated Meeting of June 26th, 2002

         15  be adopted as printed.

         16                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Excuse me.

         17  Councilman McMahon, this is the motion to spread the

         18  Invocation in full. Excuse me.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Thank you,

         20  Madam Public Advocate.

         21                 It's my privilege and honor to move

         22  that we spread that wonderful invocation from Father

         23  Marek upon the record of the Council today.

         24                 Thank you very much.

         25                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you.
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          2                 Adoption of the Minutes. Council

          3  Member Clarke.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Madam Public

          5  Advocate, I move that the minutes of the Stated

          6  Meeting of June 26th, 2002 be adopted as printed.

          7                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Messages and

          8  Papers from the Mayor.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 326.

         10                 SPEAKER MILLER: Transportation.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 327.

         12                 SPEAKER MILLER: Transportation.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 328.

         14                 SPEAKER MILLER: Contracts.

         15                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM:

         16  Communication from City, County and Borough Offices.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: None.

         18                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Petitions

         19  and Communications.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: None.

         21                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Land Use

         22  Call-Ups.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 329.

         24                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Roll call.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Addabbo.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Aye on all.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Avella.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Aye on all.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Baez.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ: Aye on all.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Barron.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Aye on all.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Boyland.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: Aye on all.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Brewer.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Aye on all.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Clarke.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Aye on all.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Comrie.

         16                 (No response.)

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Davis.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER DAVIS: Aye on all.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: DeBlasio.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEBLASIO: Aye on all.

         21  And Madam Chair, I ask unanimous consent to vote on

         22  the items coupled on general order and on the

         23  resolutions calendar. Because I have to leave for a

         24  vital community gathering. Thank you.

         25                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Diaz.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER DIAZ: Aye on all.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Dilan.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTIN-DILAN: Aye.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Felder.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Aye.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Fidler.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Aye on all.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Foster.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Aye on all.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gallagher.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Aye on all.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gennaro.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Aye.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gerson.

         17                 (No response.)

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gioia.

         19                 (No response.)

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Golden.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER GOLDEN: Aye on all.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jackson.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Aye on all.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jennings.

         25                 (No response.)
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Katz.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Aye.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Koppell.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Aye.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lanza.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER LANZA: Aye.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Liu.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Yes on all.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lopez.

         11                 (No response.)

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Martinez.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Aye.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: McMahon.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Aye.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Monserrate.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Aye on

         18  all.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Moskowitz.

         20                 (No response.)

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Nelson.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Aye on all.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Perkins.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Aye on all.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Provenzano.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: Aye.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Quinn.

          4                 (No response.)

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Recchia.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Aye.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reed.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: Aye on all.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reyna.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: Aye on all.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sanders.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Aye on all.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Seabrook.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Yes.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sears.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Aye on all.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Serrano.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER SERRANO: Aye on all.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Stewart.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Aye on all.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vallone.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Aye.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vann.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Aye.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Weprin.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Aye on all.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Yassky.

          4                 (No response.)

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Comrie.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Present. Aye

          7  on all.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gerson.

          9                 (No response.)

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gioia.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: Present. And I

         12  vote yes on all Land Use Call-Ups.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Oddo.

         14                 (No response.)

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Rivera.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: Here. Aye.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Speaker Mr. Miller.

         18                 SPEAKER MILLER:  Aye.

         19                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Land Use

         20  Call-Ups, 43 in the affirmative, none in the

         21  negative.

         22                 Communication from the Speaker.

         23                 SPEAKER MILLER: Just very briefly, my

         24  colleagues, I want to call upon the Chair of the

         25  Select Committee of Technology to make a brief
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          2  announcement about this meeting.

          3                 Council Member Brewer.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Thank you very

          5  much, Mr. Speaker.

          6                 I'm delighted today to be able to

          7  thank the very special staff of the City Council,

          8  one that deals with technology, and with Nick Noe,

          9  who is the policy analyst for the Select Committee

         10  on Technology and Government, and the Speaker, and

         11  nyc.gov, to say that today's City Council meeting is

         12  being webcast, and what that means is that on our

         13  computer in our office, Ryan Cavanaugh, who is my

         14  Chief of Staff and General Counsel, just said to me,

         15  Gale, I don't need to come over there, I can watch

         16  what you're doing from my computer. I can hear you

         17  and I can see you.

         18                 So, I want to thank the incredible

         19  staff of the Speaker's Office for pulling this off,

         20  and for nyc.gov, and I hope that there's much more

         21  technology and access to government information to

         22  come.

         23                 Thank you very much.

         24                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you, Madam

         25  Chair.
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          2                 That concludes the communication from

          3  the Speaker.

          4                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Discussion

          5  of General Orders.

          6                 Council Member Katz.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Madam Public

          8  Advocate, Mr. Speaker, my colleagues, today on the

          9  agenda, on the Land Use agenda, our two items that I

         10  would like to explain, both of which you have been

         11  contacted by several groups on.

         12                 The first one is an item on Cooper

         13  Union. It is an expansion of Cooper Union to change

         14  their restrictive declaration to allow commercial

         15  space, and a waiver of the height and setback

         16  waivers of two buildings.

         17                 Many of you, my colleagues, I know

         18  have been contacted by many groups on this project.

         19  I'd like all of you to know, this was a long and

         20  winding road to get to the point where the Land Use

         21  Committee spent days discussing this item and many,

         22  many hours of testimony in order to pass the final

         23  conclusion that was approved by the City Planning

         24  Commission.

         25                 My colleagues should know, that the
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          2  building, the engineer site, which has been the most

          3  controversial, has gone from its original proposal

          4  of 361,000 square feet, to, because of community

          5  input and community board input and community groups

          6  in the area, has now been approved at 270,800 square

          7  feet.

          8                 The City Planning Commission, Cooper

          9  Union, the Council Member from the district who this

         10  represents, Margarita Lopez, have been working

         11  tirelessly in getting a compromise in order to

         12  expand Cooper Union and leave it the best it

         13  possibly could for the surrounding community.

         14                 I'd also like to note that on the

         15  agenda today is a recommendation to disapprove an

         16  application -- my colleagues, I will only take

         17  another 30 seconds, I promise.

         18                 On the agenda today also is an

         19  application and a recommendation to disapprove a

         20  Greater Emanual Baptist Church Project on 118th

         21  Street, between Second and Third Avenues.

         22                 The reason for this disapproval,

         23  Madam Public Advocate, is because the saturation in

         24  the area of several shelters, two homeless shelters

         25  that were actually put on the block of Greater
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          2  Emanual Projects and several other reasons for that.

          3                 The Community Board disapproved it

          4  finally. This was a shelter for 60 percent homeless

          5  people and 40 percent low-income people for 72 units

          6  as live-in shelter.

          7                 Our recommendation was to disapprove

          8  this project, because of those reasons said I would

          9  like to note, however, Madam Public Advocate, that

         10  the Greater Emanual Church has some great projects.

         11  They are a good organization, their projects are

         12  very good and have been very beneficial to the City

         13  of New York. This is simply the right project in the

         14  wrong neighborhood.

         15                 I appreciate my colleagues' support

         16  on both these items, and I thank you for your time,

         17  Madam Public Advocate.

         18                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you.

         19                 Nobody else?

         20                 Council Member Gennaro, excuse me.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Thank you,

         22  Madam Public Advocate.

         23                 I rise today to speak about a

         24  resolution that's on a general order calendar,

         25  Resolution 439-A, something that would call upon the
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          2  State of New York to pass legislation to have New

          3  York State follow in California's footsteps, and

          4  having motorvehicles here in New York State, that

          5  would speak to the issue of Greenhouse gases. We

          6  have a great opportunity here to send a message to

          7  the State of New York and to the country that the

          8  people of New York State want to have better cars,

          9  want to have less polluting cars and want to do

         10  something about global warming. So, I urge all the

         11  members to support Resolution 439-A.

         12                 Thank you.

         13                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

         14  Council member.

         15                 Council Member Lopez.

         16                 Please be quiet when your colleagues

         17  are speaking.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: I would like to

         19  address the floor on the issue of Cooper Union, and

         20  I would like the attention of my colleagues on this

         21  issue.

         22                 This has been a very difficult issue

         23  for my community. And I would like to ask everyone

         24  to follow the statements that I'm going to make here

         25  today.
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          2                 Two years ago, Cooper Union came to

          3  my office to talk to me about this project, and at

          4  the time I declined to meet with them. And I told

          5  them that they needed to meet with the community

          6  first.

          7                 The proceeded to meet with the

          8  community, and at the time that they came to talk to

          9  me, I even didn't give them the opportunity to

         10  present the projects to me.

         11                 I wanted my community to hear it

         12  first, and I wanted my community to understand what

         13  this proposal was about.

         14                 After that origin of requests, Cooper

         15  Union presented this to the community, and it was

         16  indicated to me that they enjoyed some support from

         17  the part of the community.

         18                 Later on that support was taken away,

         19  and the community began to question the entire

         20  process and the project.

         21                 As the community developed the

         22  process, I saw meetings happening, negotiations

         23  happening. Community Board 2 and Community Board 3

         24  put together a task force to discuss this issue in

         25  the most democratic way possible.
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          2                 Information went back and forth

          3  between members of the community.

          4                 During this entire process, Margarita

          5  Lopez has never make an agreement with Cooper Union.

          6  Margarita Lopez has never received any benefit from

          7  this process. I have kept my integrity the way that

          8  my mama teach me to have it.

          9                 I am here today to clarify these

         10  issues, because I want people to understand that

         11  when you get elected to office, accusations are made

         12  against your integrity that are not true.

         13  Accusations are made against you when you try to

         14  conduct business in the most clear way possible.

         15                 I have no weight in my position in

         16  regard of dealing with this issue, in the most

         17  clear, clear way possible, because that's who I am.

         18                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         19  member.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: I don't want to

         21  disrespect you, Madam Chair, but I need to explain

         22  this. I beg you to give me that opportunity.

         23                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Okay.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: Thank you.

         25                 Cooper Union need to build a facility
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          2  in my district that I would prefer that that would

          3  not happen. But Cooper Union is part of my

          4  community, and it has been a distinguished member of

          5  my community, like the homeless people that used to

          6  be in Tompkins Square Park were distinguished

          7  members of my community. They deserve to be treated

          8  well, equally and right, and that's what I'm doing

          9  here today.

         10                 I support the plan of Cooper Union,

         11  and I want my members in this Council to understand

         12  that it's based on the merits of the project, and

         13  not based on innuendos, accusations.

         14                 Do I believe that this project will

         15  contribute to displacement? Yes, I believe it will

         16  contribute to displacement. Because every

         17  development contributes to displacement, but the

         18  reality of development and economic development is

         19  that that occurred and we have to put -- if we have

         20  to put ways in which we had controlled that, but I

         21  cannot change the laws, I cannot change regulations.

         22                 I am here to do the best job I can

         23  and with the most honesty I can. Thank you very

         24  much.

         25                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,
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          2  Council member.

          3                 Council Member Fidler.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: I just want to

          5  say, listening to my colleague, anyone who would

          6  question the integrity of Council Member Lopez,

          7  doesn't know Council Member Lopez. And I am

          8  embarrassed that she even felt the need to have to

          9  say that in this floor, because, Councilwoman, I

         10  know that your 50 colleagues on this Council know

         11  you are as honest and of the highest integrity, and

         12  you shouldn't have had to have defend yourself

         13  before anybody today.

         14                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

         15  Council member.

         16                 Anybody else?

         17                 Report of Special Committees.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: None.

         19                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Reports of

         20  Standing Committees?

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports of the

         22  Committee on Economic Development.

         23                 Reso 311.

         24                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on a general

         25  order calendar.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports of the

          3  Committee on Environmental Protection.

          4                 Reso 439-A.

          5                 SPEAKER MILLER: Amended and coupled

          6  on the General Order Calendar.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports of the

          8  Committee on Finance.

          9                 Intro. 249.

         10                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

         11  General Order Calendar.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports of the

         13  Committee on Land Use.

         14                 LU 194 and companion reso 553.

         15                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on general

         16  order.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 197 and

         18  companion Reso 554.

         19                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on general

         20  order.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 213 and

         22  companion Reso 555.

         23                 SPEAKER MILLER: Motion to disapprove.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 222 and

         25  companion Reso 556.
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          2                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on General

          3  Order.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 246 and

          5  companion Reso 557.

          6                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on General

          7  Order.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 247 and

          9  companion Reso 558.

         10                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on General

         11  Order.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 254 and

         13  companion Reso 559.

         14                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on General

         15  Order.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 274 and

         17  companion Reso 560.

         18                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on General

         19  Order.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 284 and

         21  companion Reso 561.

         22                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on General

         23  Order.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 285 and

         25  companion Reso 562.
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          2                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on General

          3  Order.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 286 and

          5  companion Reso 563.

          6                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on General

          7  Order.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: LU 289 and companion

          9  Reso 564.

         10                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on General

         11  Order.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 290 and

         13  companion Reso 565.

         14                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on General

         15  Order.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 300 and

         17  companion Reso 566.

         18                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on General

         19  Order.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 306 and

         21  companion Reso 567.

         22                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on General

         23  Order.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports of the

         25  Committee on Rules, Privileges and Elections.
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          2                 M 312 and companion Reso 568.

          3                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on General

          4  Order Calendar.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 313 and

          6  companion Reso 569.

          7                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on General

          8  Order.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports of the

         10  Committee on Transportation.

         11                 Reso 496.

         12                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on General

         13  Order.

         14                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: General

         15  Order Calendar.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Intro. 231-A.

         17                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on General

         18  Order Calendar.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 161 and

         20  companion Reso 570.

         21                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 162 and

         23  companion Reso 571.

         24                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 163 and
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          2  companion Reso 572.

          3                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 164 and

          5  companion Reso 573.

          6                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Resolution

          8  appointing various persons Commissioner of Deeds.

          9                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

         10  General Order Calendar.

         11                 At this point I would ask the clerk

         12  to call the roll call on all items coupled on the

         13  General Order Calendar.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Addabbo.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Aye.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Avella.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Aye.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Baez.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ: Aye.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Barron.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Aye on all.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Boyland.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: Aye.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Brewer.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Aye.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Clarke.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Aye on all.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Comrie.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Aye on all.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Davis.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER DAVIS: Aye on all.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Diaz.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER DIAZ: Aye on all.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Dilan.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTIN-DILAN: Aye on

         12  all.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Felder.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Aye on all.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Fidler.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Aye on all.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Foster.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Aye.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gallagher.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Aye on all,

         21  except for Land Use 213 and companion Resolution

         22  555, in which I abstain.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gennaro.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Aye.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gerson.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Madam Chair,

          3  may I be excused to explain my vote?

          4                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: First of all,

          6  Madam Chair, as the neighboring district and

          7  neighboring colleague to Council Member, to my

          8  colleague Council Member Lopez, let me make it

          9  abundantly clear that the Council Member and I may

         10  agree and disagree on issues, and we may agree and

         11  disagree on certain procedure or other matters, but

         12  one thing can never be in question, and has never

         13  been in question in my mind and should not be in

         14  anyone else's mind, and that is the integrity and

         15  the honesty and sincerity of my colleague, Council

         16  Member Lopez. That is beyond question, and her

         17  integrity beyond reproach, in my mind and in the

         18  minds of anyone who is honest and knows Council

         19  Member Lopez, and I want to make that clear to my

         20  colleague.

         21                 On the issue of Cooper Union, I am

         22  going to vote yes.

         23                 I want to make it clear that we all

         24  know in the area of Land Use we sometimes

         25  reluctantly need to vote yes because the alternative
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          2  could be a lot worse, so as I reluctantly cast this

          3  vote, I just want to make two points clear to my

          4  colleague: One, the change in the Land Use Code, the

          5  variance being granted in this case, must not,

          6  cannot and should not be taken as a precedent for

          7  any part of the immediate surrounding area in the

          8  East Village or in any part of Lower Manhattan, and

          9  for that matter in any part of the City in a similar

         10  situation. We must not allow this. We must view this

         11  as a unique situation. You must not allow it to be

         12  taken as precedent certainly in the immediate or

         13  adjoining East Village areas which are going to be

         14  the subject for very sensitive change, potential

         15  change in the near future.

         16                 Secondly, and finally, Madam Chair,

         17  this must bring to the light to the entire Council

         18  our need to deal with the issue of community use

         19  bonuses as it affects facilities created by large

         20  institutions. To allow institutions, however worthy

         21  they may be, to build building after building for

         22  which they apply for a community use bonus is

         23  inappropriate. These buildings are not true

         24  community facilities in the sense they're not open

         25  to the community, and to allow a large facility to
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          2  repeatedly take advantage of bonus after bonus is in

          3  effect to repeal the Land Use code as it affects

          4  those areas through a mechanism of what should be an

          5  exception to the rule, rather than a means to create

          6  a rule itself.

          7                 So, I know under the leadership of

          8  our colleague, Melinda Katz, the Land Use Committee

          9  in the Council will deal with this and I'll

         10  certainly be working with the Land Use Committee to

         11  make sure we put an end to the abuse of community

         12  use, as in many areas, including those uses by large

         13  institutions, no matter how worthy they may be.

         14                 I vote yes.

         15                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

         16  Council member.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gioia.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: I vote yes to

         19  all.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Golden.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER GOLDEN: Aye on all

         22  except for Land Use 213, companion Resolution 555, I

         23  abstain.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jackson.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Aye on all.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jennings.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER JENNINGS: Aye on all;

          4  and I vote on Land Use Call-Ups that I missed. Aye

          5  on all. If I may Public Advocate? Thank you.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Katz.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Madam Public

          8  Advocate, excused to explain my vote?

          9                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: I think I'd be

         11  remiss if I didn't go over in a little bit of detail

         12  Cooper Union and how we got to the point that we

         13  were at.

         14                 I want my colleagues to understand,

         15  and I want the community to understand and I'd like

         16  Cooper Union to understand, and I'd like Cooper

         17  Union to understand. These decisions that we make in

         18  the City Council are not taken lightly. These

         19  decisions we make that affect everyone's daily life,

         20  quality of life and the economic development of the

         21  City is a matter of a balancing act that every day

         22  each and every one of my colleagues and myself do,

         23  in order to see this City move forward, in order to

         24  see this City create tax revenue, in order to see

         25  this City thrive and be the greatest City it can be.
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          2                 So, when a Council Member like

          3  Council Member Lopez has a project in their district

          4  that tends to be controversial because of community

          5  input and because of CPC issues and because of all

          6  the Land Use issues that are involved, there is

          7  great time and effort put into making sure that we

          8  move forward in the City of New York, while creating

          9  the least amount of community controversy that we

         10  can.

         11                 So, for the record, I'd like to

         12  explain the walking tours that we did of Cooper

         13  Union with the Council Member, with the staff and

         14  with members of the folks that are making these

         15  decisions here today, to several, several meetings

         16  that were held with my colleagues, with the Council

         17  Member, with the staff, several modifications that

         18  were made on the City Planning Commission level

         19  because of community input, because of community

         20  board input. The community board input that now will

         21  occur, simply because the Council insisted through

         22  its representatives in that area, that the community

         23  board have input in open space that will be created

         24  by Cooper Union, and that Cooper Union will not be

         25  able to just use the space as it sees fit.
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          2                 There were several, several layers of

          3  this project, as there always is, Madam Public

          4  Advocate, on any project of this nature and of this

          5  gravity that will be passed hopefully by the City

          6  Council by my colleague.

          7                 I thank you for your time and I thank

          8  my colleagues for their support.

          9                 Thank you.

         10                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

         11  Council member.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Koppell.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Yes.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lanza.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER LANZA: Aye.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Liu.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Yes on all.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lopez.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: Permission to

         20  explain my vote?

         21                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Yes. So

         22  ordered.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: On the issue of

         24  Cooper Union, it would be hypocritical for a Council

         25  member to vote no in an issue that has been worked
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          2  over and over again to make it better and to make it

          3  in a way that doesn't hurt the community as much as

          4  will be if negotiations didn't take place.

          5                 It will be also hypocritical for me

          6  to abstain in this vote, because it would mean that

          7  I am a coward, and I am not a hypocrit and I am not

          8  a coward. Therefore, I understand that this plan is

          9  the best plan possible, according to rules and

         10  regulations that we have in this City, and I vote

         11  yes.

         12                 Thank you very much.

         13                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

         14  Council member.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Martinez.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: May I

         17  explain my vote?

         18                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Thank you,

         20  Madam Chair.

         21                 Madam Chair, as the Chairman on the

         22  Subcommittee on Land Use, Dispositions and

         23  Concession, I want to again speak on behalf of the

         24  work that Council Member Lopez did to bring this

         25  issue to the attention of my Committee and my
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          2  colleagues in helping us understand the issue at

          3  hand, and also to acknowledge her involvement of

          4  making sure of a full community participation in

          5  this process. It was a decision that was made, well

          6  informed, a decision that was made where the

          7  Councilman played a role in making sure that

          8  everyone understood the issue, to a point that we

          9  even took a tour of the site in the community to

         10  better understand the issue at hand.

         11                 And I am confident that we made the

         12  right decision, and at this time I want to vote aye

         13  on all, including that particular issue.

         14                 Thank you, Madam Chair.

         15                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

         16  Council member.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: McMahon.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Aye.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Monserrate.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Aye on

         21  all.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Nelson.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Aye on all.

         24  And I compliment my colleague Margarita Lopez for

         25  standing for her principles, and convictions over
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          2  powerful special interest groups. That's what she

          3  was elected to do, and she's to be honored for it.

          4  Thank you.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Perkins.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: I would like

          7  to take a moment to explain my vote.

          8                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: I want to

         10  vote aye on all, and take a moment to extend my

         11  appreciation to Councilwoman Margarita Lopez for the

         12  extraordinary work that she did to bring about what

         13  is considered to be a very fair and equitable

         14  decision with regard to LU 161, 162, 163, 164, in

         15  the face of a great deal of difficulty and in the

         16  face of a great deal of unfair criticism, and

         17  allegations about our integrity. She stood strong on

         18  behalf of her community, and as a result I think

         19  this Council will be able to pass this with a good

         20  conscience that we have fulfilled the needs of that

         21  community and of the City. Thank you.

         22                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

         23  Council member.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Provenzano.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: Yes.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Quinn.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: Pass.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Recchia.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Aye on all.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reed.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: Aye on all.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reyna.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: Aye on all.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sanders.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Aye on all.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Seabrook.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Aye.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sears.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Aye on all.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Serrano.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER SERRANO: Aye on all.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Stewart.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Aye.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vallone.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Aye on all.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vann.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Aye on all.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Weprin.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Aye on all.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Yassky.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Request

          4  permission to explain my vote?

          5                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: I just would

          7  like to speak in support of the nomination of Dolly

          8  Williams to the City Planning Commission. As a

          9  member of Community Board 6, I've had the

         10  opportunity to work with Ms. Williams on several

         11  matters and have found her to be a terrifically able

         12  and dedicated member of the community.

         13                 I think she'll be a fine addition to

         14  the City Planning Commission, and I'm looking

         15  forward to her appointment thereto.

         16                 With that said, I vote aye on all,

         17  and I also would request unanimous consent to vote

         18  aye on all Land Use matters voted on previously.

         19                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Quinn.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: If I could

         22  receive unanimous consent to vote on the Land Use

         23  Call-Ups, please?

         24                 I vote aye on all, except I abstain

         25  on LU 161, Reso 570; LU 162, Reso 571; LU 163, Reso

                                                            52

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  572; LU 164 and Reso 573.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Oddo.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Yes on the

          5  General Order Calendar. And if I might vote on Land

          6  Use Call-Ups?

          7                 Aye on all, with the exception of LU

          8  213 and Reso 555, I abstain on them. Thank you.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Rivera.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: Yes on all

         11  general coupled orders; and I would also like to

         12  vote on the Land Use Call-Ups? Thank you very much.

         13  I vote aye on all Land Use Call-Ups.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Speaker Mr. Miller.

         15                 SPEAKER MILLER:  Aye.

         16                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         17  Member Moskowitz. Good afternoon. How do you vote?

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER MOSKOWITZ: I vote aye

         19  on all. Thank you. I vote aye on all coupled orders.

         20  Thank you very much. And if I may vote on the Land

         21  Use, I vote aye. Thank you.

         22                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: All items on

         23  today's General Order Calendar were adopted by a

         24  vote of 50 in the affirmative, zero in the negative,

         25  zero abstentions; with the exception of Land Use 213
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          2  and Resolution 555, which was adopted by a vote of

          3  47 in the affirmative, zero negative, three

          4  abstentions; and Land Use 161, 162, 163 and 164,

          5  which was adopted by a vote of 49 in the

          6  affirmative, zero in the negative, one abstention.

          7                 The revised Land Use Call-Up vote, 50

          8  in the affirmative, and zero in the negative.

          9                 Introduction and Reading of the

         10  Bills.

         11                 SPEAKER MILLER: All items are

         12  referred to the Committee as indicated in the

         13  schedule.

         14                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Discussion

         15  of Resolutions.

         16                 Hold on one sec, we've got to get you

         17  all now. Remember, it's one minute, everybody.

         18                 Council Member Monserrate is first.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Thank you,

         20  Madam Public Advocate.

         21                 I want to call attention to a

         22  resolution that we will be voting on today, 241-A,

         23  which deals with the reform of the Rockefeller Drug

         24  Laws enacted in 1973.

         25                 Now, I clearly understand the need

                                                            54

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  that there is, and the dedication that we have to

          3  protect our neighborhoods, and to make our City

          4  safe. Prior to coming to the Council I did that

          5  actively close to 12 years, as a member of the NYPD.

          6                 However, I also understand the need

          7  there is for the protection of constitutional rights

          8  and equal protection under the law. That's why I

          9  introduced this resolution, which was co-sponsored

         10  by Yvette Clarke, Chairperson of the Fire and

         11  Criminal Justice Committee.

         12                 These laws represent a clear

         13  disparity in their application with destructive

         14  consequences to communities of color, nearly 94

         15  percent of those imprisoned under Rockefeller Drug

         16  Laws are people of color, and over 65 percent of

         17  them are New York City residents.

         18                 These men and women, I'll be closing

         19  shortly, these men and women, residents of our City,

         20  are serving longer sentences in many cases than

         21  people who commit rape or murder.

         22                 I want my colleagues to understand

         23  that. There is a desperate need for reform.

         24                 Yesterday the Senate Majority Bruno

         25  said words we thought we never would hear. He said
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          2  Rockefeller Reform was back on the table and that a

          3  vote could be only weeks or days away.

          4                 I urge all my colleagues in the

          5  Council to support this resolution and send a very

          6  clear message to Albany that we need to reform these

          7  archaic draconian laws now.

          8                 Thank you very much.

          9                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

         10  Council member.

         11                 Please try to limit yourselves to one

         12  minute.

         13                 Council Member Rivera.

         14                 Oh, Council Member Clarke. Excuse me.

         15  I thought Council Member Rivera wanted to speak.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Thank you,

         17  Madam Public Advocate.

         18                 I, too, my colleagues, am speaking to

         19  you today on Resolution 241-A. For almost 30 years,

         20  a full generation, New York City residents have been

         21  victimized and institutionalized by these very

         22  draconian laws, unduly cruel and unusual punishment

         23  for the severity of the crime.

         24                 Once such example is that a defendant

         25  with no criminal history found guilty of a single
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          2  two ounce cocaine sale, may be subjected to a

          3  mandatory minimum sentence of 15 years to life, the

          4  equivalent mandatory minimum for a second degree

          5  murder conviction.

          6                 These laws diminish the power of

          7  judges, it diminishes the power of people, and they

          8  must be dealt with now.

          9                 Governor Pataki in the State

         10  Legislature have tried repeatedly over time to come

         11  to an agreement on this pending resolution.

         12                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

         13  Council member.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Okay, Madam

         15  Public Advocate.

         16                 I urge my colleagues to vote yes for

         17  Resolution 241-A. Thank you very much, Madam Public

         18  Advocate.

         19                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

         20  Council member.

         21                 Council Member Perkins.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: I just want

         23  to add my voice of support to this resolution.

         24                 I want to echo the remarks made by

         25  Council Member Monserrate and Councilwoman Yvette
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          2  Clarke. I am especially concerned about the racial

          3  implications of the Rockefeller Laws, particularly

          4  in that they tend to have a discriminatory impact on

          5  communities of color, and I think that we as a City

          6  and as a State cannot allow any laws to be on the

          7  books of that nature. And, so, I just want to add my

          8  voice to those who are morally concerned about laws

          9  that are racially discriminatory.

         10                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

         11  Council member.

         12                 Council Member Jennings.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER JENNINGS: Can I speak

         14  about the Intro now or later?

         15                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: What?

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER JENNINGS: I can speak

         17  about an intro now, that's being introduced now?

         18                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Just

         19  resolutions. One minute on resolutions.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER JENNINGS: I'll pass.

         21  Thank you.

         22                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         23  Member Sanders.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: I don't want

         25  to speak right now, I want to speak a little later,
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          2  Madam Public Advocate.

          3                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          4  Member Weprin.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: General

          6  Discussion, please.

          7                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          8  Member Vann.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Thank you, Madam

         10  Public Advocate.

         11                 I only wish to raise my voice in

         12  support of Resolution 241-A.

         13                 For many years when in the Assembly

         14  we used to press very hard to try and get the

         15  Rockefeller drug laws overturned. We always ran into

         16  resistance at the Governor's Office, and so it's

         17  been very frustrating being in the Assembly and

         18  seeing the injustice of this bill and seeing the

         19  people have been treated unfairly, deprived of their

         20  families and so forth, and not being able to do

         21  anything about it.

         22                 So, I fully support this resolution

         23  and I hope that this being an election year, and the

         24  pressure coming from the City Council will make a

         25  difference, and there will be some light shed on
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          2  this and some fairness and justice will come to

          3  people who do not deserve the treatment they are

          4  getting in those state prisons.

          5                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

          6  Council member.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: I also ask to be

          8  recognized under General Discussion.

          9                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

         10  Council Member.

         11                 Council Member Davis.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER DAVIS: Thank you,

         13  Madam Chair.

         14                 I just want to encourage my colleague

         15  to sign onto Resolution 518, recognizing October as

         16  Domestic Violence Awareness Month.

         17                 I've built my name in Brooklyn doing

         18  a Stop The Violence March every year, and various

         19  Stop The Violence activities.

         20                 As a retired police officer, who has

         21  responded on many occasions to incidents of domestic

         22  violence, and all types of violence, unfortunately,

         23  we must send a clear message that violence will not

         24  be tolerated here in the City of New York.

         25                 On a small scale, individual scale,
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          2  that's domestic violence, Resolution 318, which I

          3  also support, deals with freedom trees being planted

          4  across the City in remembrance of the victims of the

          5  September 11th terrorist attacks on the World Trade

          6  Center.

          7                 We must stop violence in the City, we

          8  must stop violence around the world. We have a lot

          9  of work to do in sending a clear message that

         10  violence of any nature will not be tolerated here in

         11  this great City and the great City of New York.

         12                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

         13  Council Member.

         14                 Council Member Barron.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: I would just

         16  like to commend my chair of the Women's Issues

         17  Committee, Tracy Boyland, for Resolution 318, and

         18  Resolution 494, and Resolution 518. It is time that

         19  girls and women receive parity in sports in our

         20  schools, and I'm glad that we finally have a

         21  resolution that's recognizing that equal sports

         22  participation for women and girls and also

         23  Resolution 518, as Council Member Davis just so

         24  eloquently stated the importance of Domestic

         25  Violence Month -- Domestic Awareness Month.
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          2                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

          3  Council member.

          4                 Council Member Jackson.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Thank you,

          6  Madam Chair.

          7                 I rise to express my support for Reso

          8  241-A.

          9                 I've sat through the hearing

         10  yesterday in which many, many representatives of

         11  various groups got up to speak about the injustice

         12  law that we live under currently, the Rockefeller

         13  Drug Law, and I listened to the testimony of mother

         14  whose son died in prison, and I listened to the

         15  testimony of this young man, who when he lost his

         16  arm was involved in drugs, and subsequently went to

         17  jail for almost 15 years.

         18                 And I'll tell you, one of the

         19  communities that's so severely impacted is a

         20  community that I represent. And, so, I look forward

         21  to the day that we repeal the Rockefeller Drug Law

         22  and I support all my colleagues in supporting this

         23  resolution.

         24                 Thank you.

         25                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,
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          2  Council member.

          3                 Council Member Martinez.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Thank you,

          5  Madam Chair.

          6                 I also want to stand up in support of

          7  Reso 241-A. Many families have been separated, an

          8  unjust law, the Rockefeller Law, that in many of our

          9  communities families are suffering.

         10                 I believe that the time has come that

         11  the change on this law to unite and bring families

         12  together have been separated for many years, and the

         13  fact that when we look at this law

         14  disproportionately, the families that are being

         15  separated by this law are families of colors, Latino

         16  and African American families.

         17                 We need to take a look at this. We

         18  need to put the pressure on now. So that the change

         19  needs to come.

         20                 I also want to stand in support of

         21  the Reso recognizing the Domestic Violence Awareness

         22  Month, an issue that in many of our communities is

         23  where we find that when we look at crime, crime is

         24  on the rise. That's the crime that is hard to report

         25  and the crime that many times we don't see.
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          2                 Thank you, Madam Chair.

          3                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

          4  Council Member.

          5                 Council Member Lopez.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: Yes, I just for

          7  the record want to register my absolute support for

          8  Reso 241-A.

          9                 It is very important to clarify that

         10  if this law will be so wonderful and would resolve

         11  the issues of drug trafficking in our state, we

         12  should not have drug trafficking right now.

         13                 And the only thing that we have is

         14  communities that have been destroyed by the way that

         15  these laws were put together.

         16                 It's time for a reform. It's time to

         17  change them, to really put laws in place that put in

         18  jail the one who is trafficking in drugs, and not

         19  putting in jail people who should not be there to

         20  begin with, and where they needed to be was in drug

         21  treatment and drug rehabilitation.

         22                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

         23  Council member.

         24                 All right, no more.

         25                 I will now read the resolution and
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          2  then there's a voice vote.

          3                 Resolution 241-A. Resolution calling

          4  upon the New York State Legislature to adopt

          5  meaningful reform of the Rockefeller Drug Laws.

          6                 All in favor?

          7                 Opposed?

          8                 Resolution is adopted.

          9                 Resolution 318, calling on the City

         10  of New York to invoke the spirit of historic liberty

         11  trees by planting freedom trees.

         12                 All in favor?

         13                 Opposed?

         14                 Resolution adopted.

         15                 Resolution 494. Recognizing the 30th

         16  anniversary of Title 9 and celebrating girls and

         17  women in sports.

         18                 All in favor?

         19                 Opposed?

         20                 Resolution adopted.

         21                 Resolution 518, recognizing October

         22  2002 as Domestic Violence Awareness Month.

         23                 All in the affirmative?

         24                 Opposed?

         25                 Resolution adopted.
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          2                 General Discussion.

          3                 Council Member Liu.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Thank you, Madam

          5  Public Advocate.

          6                 I just wanted to express my

          7  disappointment that Intro. 6, which would create

          8  basically a New York City recognized holiday on

          9  Asian Lunar New Year has been vetoed by the Mayor. I

         10  ask my colleagues in the City Council to support

         11  this bill and to support its passage, nonetheless.

         12  Thank you.

         13                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         14  Member Barron.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Thank you,

         16  Madam Public Advocate.

         17                 I just wanted to thank my colleague,

         18  Council Member James Davis, for accompanying me on

         19  our trip to Zimbabwe. It was a great mission. A lot

         20  of lies were exploded, myths were exploded. We'll be

         21  doing a full report on it in a week. But I wanted to

         22  thank him, Adam Clayton Powell, IV, Assemblyman and

         23  State Senator Donny Trotter, from the State is

         24  Illinois. We had a fantastic trip, and we'll have a

         25  great report. So, I just want to thank Council

                                                            66

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  Member Davis for accompanying me on the trip to

          3  Zimbabwe and it was a great event.

          4                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you.

          5                 Council Member Gerson.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Thank you,

          7  Madam Public Advocate.

          8                 Just a few notes of appreciation and

          9  thanks on behalf of my district and myself.

         10                 First to our Speaker and to Council

         11  Member Domenic Recchia, the Chair of our Small

         12  Business Committee.

         13                 We had an outstanding press

         14  conference earlier this morning, following up on the

         15  hearing, which Council Member Recchia chaired,

         16  calling the attention of the general public and

         17  State and federal governments to the ongoing plights

         18  of small business downtown, pointing out the

         19  ridiculous obstacles which remain in the way of

         20  these businesses from receiving the support, grants

         21  and loans they need, and we will be following up

         22  with Resolutions which Council Member Recchia and

         23  myself will be introducing before this resolution,

         24  calling on State and federal governments to do the

         25  right thing.
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          2                 We were joined by Congress Member

          3  Nadler, Speaker Silver, Senator Connor, and we look

          4  forward to the support of the entire Council. And

          5  again I want to extend my appreciation to Council

          6  Member Recchia for his leadership role.

          7                 Secondly, I want to thank all of my

          8  colleagues for adopting by vote today the resolution

          9  calling for the return of the Customs House to Lower

         10  Manhattan. I want to thank our Speaker for his

         11  leadership on that issue in particular.

         12                 This is a travesty that the federal

         13  government would remove out of our City and indeed

         14  out of our state, the Customs House from its

         15  historic home.

         16                 The good news is we believe following

         17  the hearing that we had, and I thank Council Member

         18  James Sanders, Chair of our Economic Development

         19  Committee for chairing that hearing. It looks like

         20  we are going to get the Customs House back and this

         21  resolution will certainly help make that happen.

         22                 And, finally, I would be remiss for

         23  not thanking my colleagues for their vote on support

         24  of recognition of women's equality in sports. As the

         25  son of women's physical ed teacher, on her behalf I
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          2  thank you for that vote.

          3                 Thank you very much.

          4                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

          5  Council member.

          6                 Council Member Fidler.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Thank you.

          8                 Despite the fact that I don't believe

          9  Diane Cardrol (phonetic) has ever mentioned me in a

         10  New York Times article, I do want to convey our best

         11  wishes on her recent marriage.

         12                 Diane, I'm told in a secret vote of

         13  the Council we voted 46 to two with three

         14  abstentions to extend those well wishes to you, I

         15  didn't say who abstained, Jimmy. Don't sound so

         16  guilty. And I understand that Ben Smith from the

         17  City Sun also joined the marriage ranks, I want to

         18  congratulate him too. And I understand, Ben, your

         19  vote was unanimous.

         20                 Back to serious business.

         21                 I want to call my colleagues'

         22  attention to Intro. 290, which is on our proposed

         23  list of bills today. That bill, in cases of new

         24  construction, where people close with a temporary

         25  certificate of occupancy, the Buildings Department
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          2  fines the new homeowner, the builder does not come

          3  back to finish the job.

          4                 My bill, together with Councilwoman

          5  Clarke, would change that so that the contractor

          6  would receive the violation, not the innocent home

          7  owner, and in fact, would allow the City to pierce

          8  the corporate veil and go to the principal of the

          9  contractor, so that even if the job was done in the

         10  name of a shell corporation, the person who is

         11  ultimately responsible for finishing the job is the

         12  person who would be fined, and I call my colleagues

         13  to join in sponsoring that.

         14                 Councilman Gallagher, who I hope is

         15  my friend, has introduced a bill that would reduce

         16  the match from the Campaign Finance Board, and in

         17  principal, especially in tight financial times, I

         18  appreciate what that bill intends to do.

         19                 I would, however, ask my colleagues

         20  to consider the fact that we ought not be passing

         21  legislation that makes it more difficult for people

         22  to run against us, that perhaps we can delay a bill

         23  like that for a two-year period, so that we are not

         24  seen as giving ourselves an advantage.

         25                 Just as the body shouldn't be able to
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          2  give itself a raise, we shouldn't make it harder, as

          3  we did in one provision of the term limits bill, to

          4  make people run against us. I mean, that's kind of

          5  anti-democratic, and I hope that my colleagues will

          6  consider that. Thank you.

          7                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

          8  Council member.

          9                 Council Member Weprin.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Yes, I would

         11  like to call my colleagues' attention to Intro. 298,

         12  which is co-prime-sponsor by Council Member Vann and

         13  myself.

         14                 I believe Council Member Vann will

         15  talk about an incident that happened in his

         16  district. So I won't steal his thunder, however, we

         17  have some toy guns that are sold legally in the City

         18  of New York that are colored. Under the current law,

         19  toy guns cannot be sold if they're black or silver,

         20  but can be brightly colored, and apparently what a

         21  lot of youngsters are doing is spray painting the

         22  toy gun from a multi-colored dye to a black, and

         23  that I think was the incident that occurred in

         24  Council Member Vann's district.

         25                 Council Member Vann and I had a press
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          2  conference earlier today, to emphasize and in light

          3  of what's been happening in the Washington, D.C.

          4  area with the sniper terrorizing the entire area, I

          5  think it calls the attention to the community to the

          6  dangers of guns and not encouraging our young people

          7  to use guns.

          8                 A reporter asked me, "didn't you play

          9  with guns as a kid? Didn't you play cops and

         10  robbers?" And my answer was, "yes, I did, but we

         11  were living in different times back then," and I

         12  don't appreciate my children playing with guns and I

         13  hope this will be a pioneer of legislation in other

         14  municipalities to follow suit.

         15                 Thank you.

         16                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

         17  Council Member.

         18                 Council Member Vann.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Thank you, Madam

         20  Public Advocate.

         21                 First of all, I would like to thank

         22  Council Member Weprin for allowing the bill to be a

         23  Vann Weprin. In reality he called in an hour or so

         24  before me, but because of an incident that occurred

         25  in my district, he was generous enough and kind
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          2  enough to let me be the first sponsor.

          3                 The tragedy referred to was a young

          4  man, he was having a dispute with a neighbor, and he

          5  told the neighbor he was going to get his piece, and

          6  the neighbor was obviously shaken, called the

          7  police. The young man came back, apparently

          8  banishing a weapon. The police responded. They came

          9  in, he was shot, he was killed, and a toy gun was

         10  found on the ground. A wasted life.

         11                 Intro. 298 would save lives, which is

         12  why so many of my colleagues have agreed to sponsor.

         13  We have probably in excess of 40 sponsors now, but

         14  I'm looking for 51, because this is something that

         15  will save lives within our City.

         16                 What we would expect to accomplish

         17  basically is that no toy guns would be sold if it

         18  resembled the shape of a real gun.

         19                 Secondly that no criminal will be

         20  able to use a toy gun to commit a crime; and

         21  thirdly, no child will be able to paint a toy gun to

         22  look real and thereby cause a deadly mistake.

         23                 This is what we expect to accomplish

         24  with this and I, again, thank all of my colleagues

         25  for coming on board and being supported of this
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          2  Intro., we know that it will be successful and

          3  adopted at a future date.

          4                 And, again, Council Member Weprin, I

          5  appreciate your consideration.

          6                 Again, it will ban the sale of all

          7  toy guns in the City of New York.

          8                 If you were to walk into a lighted

          9  room and you were to see me with this gun like this,

         10  you'd say, Vann, stop playing around, what are you

         11  doing? If you were to walk into a lighted room and

         12  see me with this to my head, you would have a

         13  different concern. That's how real these toys have

         14  been made.

         15                 So, the legislation, I hope you will

         16  pass, it is significant. It will save lives. I hope

         17  my colleagues, I know my colleagues will rise to the

         18  occasion.

         19                 Thank you, Madam Public Advocate.

         20                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

         21  Councilman.

         22                 Council Member Perkins.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Thank you

         24  very much.

         25                 I just want to take a moment to call
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          2  to my colleagues' attention Intro., Resolution 547,

          3  a voting rights of parolees and people who have been

          4  incarcerated resolution, which calls on the State

          5  Legislature to take action on a bill introduced in

          6  the State Senate that will restore the right to vote

          7  to parolees.

          8                 It also calls on the Congress to

          9  enact legislation introduced by Congressman Connors,

         10  that would allow for a more uniformed voting rights

         11  standard across the country.

         12                 Each of the 50 states has different

         13  rules about who can vote, and there is no federal

         14  law governing the voting rights of people who have

         15  been incarcerated, who have been convicted of

         16  crimes.

         17                 Secondly, I'd like to call your

         18  attention to Reso 548, regarding the Hanschu

         19  Authority Agreement. This Resolution will require

         20  the NYPD to illustrate their need to severely

         21  restrict or eliminate certain functions of a Hanschu

         22  Authority Agreement, ensuring that the NYPD

         23  intelligences gathering focuses on political

         24  activity conformed with constitutional guarantees.

         25                 By the way, this agreement came about
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          2  as a result of violations of the Constitution that

          3  took place and we want to make sure that the reasons

          4  for why it came into existence are not set aside for

          5  the convenience for trying to address certain type

          6  of political activity that's taken place in this

          7  hysterical time of terrorism.

          8                 Last but not least, I want to call

          9  attention to Reso 549. A resolution opposing the war

         10  on Iraq. This resolution opposes the congressional

         11  resolution allowing the President to declare war on,

         12  or without United Nations support, and specific

         13  evidence of US being in imminent danger by actions

         14  of the government of Iraq.

         15                 I do not believe the case for war has

         16  been made by our President. There are a host of

         17  issues, questions and concerns that I believe have

         18  not been addressed by the White House.

         19                 For instance, the country is

         20  currently facing severe economic problems. Many

         21  people have lost their jobs, many others are in

         22  danger of losing jobs, families becoming homeless,

         23  because they are unable to pay their rents, others

         24  not being able to afford food themselves and their

         25  children, losses in the stock market, worry about
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          2  prescription drug cost, and a host of other dire

          3  concerns.

          4                 I want to --

          5                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          6  member.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: I want to

          8  echo some of the questions raised by my Congressman

          9  Charles Reingall, and his statement opposing the war

         10  to conclude.

         11                 What will be the risk to our troops,

         12  including estimates of the number to be deployed,

         13  casualties and deaths? How long will our troops be

         14  required to remain in Iraq for war and to implement

         15  and maintain a change of regime?

         16                 What is the level of support for

         17  countries in the region and that of other US allies?

         18                 And finally, what --

         19                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         20  member, please.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: -- Is the

         22  plan to defray economic costs of the war, and how

         23  will that cost be shared by our allies?

         24                 There's more to add, but in the

         25  interest of time, thank you very much.
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          2                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: I have to

          3  ask you please to restrict your comments to two

          4  minutes. Be fair to everybody here. Thank you.

          5                 Council Member Sanders.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Thank you,

          7  Madam Public Advocate.

          8                 Drop the rock. Absolutely the

          9  Rockefeller Drug Laws need to be revamped. We need

         10  to do that, and I applaud this group.

         11                 There's a bumper sticker out there

         12  that says, that shows a picture of the American Flag

         13  and it says, "These colors don't run." I trust that

         14  the US Customs Department understands that, and when

         15  times get bad in New York, customs is not run out of

         16  New York City. So, I think that that's good.

         17                 On the same theme, we're proposing,

         18  of course, freedom trees, and I want to congratulate

         19  all of my colleagues for being in favor of freedom

         20  trees.

         21                 I want to congratulate Ms. Dolly

         22  Williams for becoming a member of the City Planning,

         23  and last but never least, I think that still up here

         24  the ACORN High School for Social Justice is

         25  upstairs. Are you still up here? Well, I'll take
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          2  that to mean you are.

          3                 And I have less than 56 seconds and I

          4  have stopped. Thank you very much, Madam.

          5                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you.

          6                 Council Member Nelson.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: My colleagues,

          8  we can do some good again for those cognitively

          9  impaired and non-cognitively impaired senior

         10  citizens. Reso 546 would ask State Legislators to

         11  fix the penal law to include the crime of financial

         12  exploitation of the elderly.

         13                 In that, about 12 percent of all

         14  cases each year of elder abuse involves financial

         15  exploitation. Most everybody probably doesn't know

         16  that.

         17                 Criminal investigations and offenders

         18  who steal from impaired seniors are often closed

         19  because prosecutors are faced with problems in these

         20  areas. I'm checking the clock here.

         21                 Whereas, those accused of such

         22  exploitation often claim that the property was given

         23  them willfully, and prosecutors have a very

         24  difficult time of it.

         25                 The wording would be changed as such.
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          2  To confront the situation, the wording must be

          3  properly defined within the penal code, so as to

          4  make a class that prosecutors can more readily bring

          5  charges against the perpetrators.

          6                 So, again, these victims can be

          7  robbed blind with virtually no legal recourse. My

          8  colleagues, check out Reso 546 and sign on.

          9                 Thank you, Madam Public Advocate.

         10                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

         11  Council member.

         12                 Council Member Jennings.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER JENNINGS: I'll pass.

         14                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         15  Member Gallagher.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Thank you,

         17  Madam Public Advocate.

         18                 Despite the nice comments from my

         19  colleague, Lew Fidler, I'm going to try to encourage

         20  many of my colleagues today to join with me in

         21  supporting Intro. 291.

         22                 So far 12 members have signed onto

         23  this bill, and I think it's an important bill.

         24                 What this bill would do, it would

         25  amend the Administrative Code to change the
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          2  matcheable contributions with the Campaign Finance

          3  from going to a four to one ratio, to a two to one

          4  ratio.

          5                 In light of the City's $5 billion

          6  budget deficit, in light of all that we've read in

          7  the newspapers and heard in these Chambers, how

          8  we'll have to reduce police strength, we'll have to

          9  make cuts to our public education system, we'll have

         10  to see firehouses potentially closed, people are

         11  looking to raise taxes. This bill could save this

         12  City $7 million in the first fiscal year, by the

         13  time the next election rolls around for Citywide, it

         14  can save up to $20 million.

         15                 So, I implore my colleagues to do the

         16  right thing in these times of fiscal restraint, and

         17  join onto this bill and help me push this bill

         18  forward in this hall and in this Council.

         19                 Thank you.

         20                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

         21  Council Member.

         22                 Council Member Brewer.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: I'm sitting

         24  here with my friend and colleague David Yassky, and

         25  I want to thank him for organizing the resolution to
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          2  support clean money in Albany, along with a

          3  proliferation of funds.

          4                 I would say that the second worst

          5  Scrooge in our neighborhood is the proliferation of

          6  campaign money, and the one way to stop it is to

          7  sign onto Intro. 552, so we can put more pressure on

          8  the folks in Albany to clean up their act and to

          9  have a Campaign Finance Law that mirrors what we

         10  have here in New York, I'll bet some changes.

         11                 So I want to reiterate how important

         12  this particular resolution is, and we hope that you

         13  join us.

         14                 Thank you.

         15                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

         16  Council Member.

         17                 Council Member Davis.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER DAVIS: I want to,

         19  first of all, acknowledge Council Member Charles

         20  Barron. We just got back from Zimbabwe and it was a

         21  tremendous trip. Indeed it was a fact-finding

         22  mission, as we met with all sides, the white

         23  farmers, President Mogabe, Board of Election

         24  officials, and it was a tremendous fact-finding

         25  trip, and we will be releasing information.
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          2                 Second, I also want to welcome the

          3  ACORN High School, as they are within the 35th

          4  Councilmanic District. My district. And I want to

          5  remind people that in 1991, I was a police officer

          6  at that time, and I stopped Toys R Us from selling

          7  look-a-like toy guns. A police officer mistakingly

          8  shot a little boy named Nicholas Heywood. Nicholas

          9  Heywood was holding a look-a-like toy gun. We went

         10  to Toys R Us, we urge them to stop the sale of

         11  look-a-like toy guns, and then CEO Michael Goldstein

         12  took our advice.

         13                 Still here in America, and in the

         14  City I encouraged Department of Consumer Affairs to

         15  go from store to store as we must stop the sale of

         16  look-a-like toy guns.

         17                 Too often a police officer has to

         18  make a split-second decision on whether or not a gun

         19  is the real McCoy or a toy, is it live or is it

         20  Memorex? So we cannot make that split-second

         21  decision with these toy guns on the market.

         22                 So, I want to compliment Councilman

         23  Al Vann, I want to compliment Councilman David

         24  Weprin for putting forth this creative and

         25  imaginative legislation, that's what this City
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          2  Council is all about, it's about saving lives.

          3                 And, again, in my closing, we thank

          4  Speaker Gifford Miller for creating an environment

          5  where we have the freedom to go forth and to serve

          6  in creative and imaginative ways. And because of

          7  this type of legislation, we will save young

          8  people's lives across America, starting with right

          9  here in the City of New York.

         10                 Thank you so very much, Madam Public

         11  Advocate.

         12                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Right on the

         13  dot.

         14                 Council Member Yassky.

         15                 Council Member Yassky?

         16                 Council Member Seabrook.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Yes, Madam

         18  Public Advocate.

         19                 Just to my colleagues today, I'd like

         20  for you all to extend a happy birthday to one of our

         21  colleagues, Mr. Allan Jennings. His birthday is

         22  today and we'd like to extend a happy birthday. We

         23  won't indulge staff, but happy birthday to Allan

         24  Jennings.

         25                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council
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          2  Member McMahon.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Thank you,

          4  Madam Public Advocate.

          5                 I rise to call my colleagues'

          6  attention to Intro. 296, and to thank you, Madam

          7  Public Advocate, for your leadership in the City on

          8  this issue.

          9                 What this bill would seek to do is to

         10  mandate that the Department of Health continue with

         11  the program that has existed for the last few years,

         12  whereby the City makes sure that every school,

         13  irrespective of whether it's a public school or a

         14  private or a parochial or Jewish or any type of

         15  denomination, whatever type school it is, has in the

         16  school a registered nurse, able and willing to

         17  provide emergency medical treatment, prevention, and

         18  education for the health of our children.

         19                 Now, one of my colleagues questioned

         20  this and said why are you coming up with a new idea

         21  like this? What will this cost the City? I want to

         22  make it clear to all of my colleagues, this is not a

         23  new idea. This is a program that has existed for the

         24  last few years, and right now there are children who

         25  suffer from asthma, there are children who suffer
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          2  from diabetes, there are children who suffer from

          3  allergic reactions in our schools that may well be

          4  that they do not have the availability of a nurse,

          5  because the Commissioner of Health, the Department

          6  of Health has made cuts to this program without

          7  really informing us as to the nature of these cuts.

          8  And now we have schools that have been notified that

          9  their nurses have been cut, and that we are in a

         10  near crisis situation.

         11                 I realize that the City's budget is

         12  in extreme difficult circumstances. But we have to

         13  be very careful about budget cuts that we allow, and

         14  we know that there will be many and that they will

         15  be difficult. But the health of our children, with

         16  nurses on the front line, is something that we can

         17  never allow to be cut.

         18                 And I also know there are those who

         19  will say, well, if they want equal access to nursing

         20  they should go to public school. But you know what?

         21  250,000 children are served by the non-public school

         22  system, and that is a great savings to the City in

         23  and of itself. For a mere $5 million we can make

         24  sure this program stays intact and that the health

         25  and welfare of all children in this City is taken
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          2  care of.

          3                 Thank you very much.

          4                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

          5  Council member.

          6                 Council Member Oddo.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Thank you very

          8  much, Madam Public Advocate.

          9                 On October 10th of this year, the

         10  City Council's Health Committee held what I believed

         11  to be a historic hearing on Intro. 256, which is the

         12  Smoke Free Air Act.

         13                 I just want to take a moment to

         14  commend the Chair of that Committee, Council Member

         15  Christine Quinn, for the job that she did.

         16                 I say to the City Clerk Victor

         17  Robles, you would have been proud of your successor

         18  in the hearing and the type of hearings she ran. I

         19  think folks on both sides of the hearing were happy

         20  in how the hearing was run, and I believe that they

         21  had ample opportunity to articulate their case.

         22                 I wrote a letter to the Speaker

         23  yesterday that seems to be getting lots of

         24  attention, and I want to make sure that the record

         25  is clear.
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          2                 I said to the Speaker if it looks

          3  like Intro. 256, the bill that the Mayor introduced

          4  that Christine and I are I believe sponsors, if that

          5  process is going to drag itself out somewhat, then

          6  I'd like to pass a bill that I introduced in April

          7  of this year which does not go as far as the Mayor's

          8  bill, but can be passed next week so that we have

          9  protections for some workers by Thanksgiving.

         10                 I want to make it clear to everyone

         11  that my bill and the letter to the Speaker is not a

         12  compromise bill. I'm not looking to compromise. I am

         13  still a proud sponsor of Intro. 256.

         14                 It's not an attempt to water down or

         15  to disenvow or walk away from Intro. 256, but to me

         16  it's a common sense tangible step that we can take

         17  immediately so that we can provide protection to

         18  some workers. And I think the goal remains and the

         19  goal is to pass Intro. 256, and on the weight of

         20  that goal, if that process is going to drag itself

         21  on, I'd like to see my bill passed.

         22                 So, I'd like to make sure that

         23  everyone understands what my intentions are and

         24  again commend Council Member Quinn, and also, if I

         25  may, close with commending Council Member Koppell
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          2  for some of his pertinent pointed questions during

          3  the hearing.

          4                 Thank you.

          5                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

          6  Councilman.

          7                 Council Member Yassky? Well, he was

          8  just here.

          9                 SPEAKER MILLER: Okay, I just want to

         10  remind my colleagues, the Democratic Caucus, that we

         11  have a meeting right now in the members lounge, and

         12  I would ask everyone to get down there for that.

         13                 Thank you.

         14                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Meeting is

         15  adjourned.

         16                 (Hearing concluded at 3:00 p.m.)
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