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          2                 SPEAKER MILLER: The first

          3  organization that we're honoring, if they would

          4  would like to come forward is ZAKA. Could their

          5  delegation come forward?

          6                 We are privileged today to be visited

          7  by a rescue and recovery delegation called ZAKA.

          8  Come forward.

          9                 ZAKA is a voluntary organization

         10  whose volunteers provide emergency first aid, assist

         11  rescue effort and recovery and identify victims of

         12  accidents and terrorists attacks in Israel.

         13                 We were very fortunate, when I was

         14  there, and a number of my colleagues, to visit and

         15  learn about the good work that ZAKA does and we said

         16  if you come to New York we'd love to see you and

         17  then you came to New York and we love to see you.

         18  So, this is wonderful. We're very pleased. We have a

         19  proclamation that if I could ask the clerk to read

         20  it, and then we'd love to hear a few words.

         21                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: The Council, City

         22  of New York, Proclamation.

         23                 Whereas: The Council of the City of

         24  New York is proud to honor the men of the ZAKA

         25  Rescue and Recovery Unit for the exceptional
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          2  humanitarian services they perform throughout

          3  Israel;

          4                 Whereas: At the beginning of Rosh

          5  Hashana, the Jewish New Year, as worshippers all

          6  over the world recite prayers asking God to inscribe

          7  them in his book of life, our thoughts inevitably

          8  turn to those who, in the past year, so tragically

          9  lost theirs; innocent men, women and children who

         10  fell victim to horrific suicide attacks in Israel;

         11  and

         12                 Whereas: Though there have been many

         13  individuals who have offered their time and energies

         14  throughout this period of profound national crisis,

         15  none have been more crucial to the rescue and

         16  recovery efforts than the members of ZAKA, a

         17  particular group of men who have repeatedly

         18  distinguished themselves for their valor and

         19  efforts; and

         20                 Whereas: ZAKA Rescue and Recovery is

         21  a humanitarian organization that was founded in 1995

         22  in response to an urgent need to coordinate the

         23  activities of individual volunteers who respond to

         24  tragic events in Israel; and

         25                 Whereas: ZAKA is a Hebrew acronym for
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          2  "Identification of Victims of Disaster," and its

          3  members have the grim yet essential task of

          4  retrieving body parts after bombings to ensure that

          5  the victims of such attacks receive proper Jewish

          6  burials; and

          7                 Whereas: The volunteers of ZAKA, all

          8  ultra-orthodox Jews, are motivated by the ancient

          9  Jewish principle of respect for the dead and the

         10  sanctity of Jewish burial; ZAKA members work

         11  alongside law enforcement and emergency personnel in

         12  responding to incidents of terrorism, accidents or

         13  disasters; and

         14                 Whereas: Because of its exceptional

         15  efforts, ZAKA has emerged as the dominant rescue and

         16  recovery organization in Israel; and

         17                 Whereas: Today, just one day after

         18  the year anniversary of the tragic events of

         19  September 11th, we take time to pause and to reflect

         20  on lives lost, lives saved, and to honor the members

         21  of ZAKA, men whose efforts under the most trying

         22  conditions imaginable have provided comfort and

         23  closure for hundreds of families, and have earned

         24  the respect of thousands, both here and in Eretz

         25  Yisroel; now, therefore
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          2                 Be It Known: That the Council of the

          3  City of New York most gratefully honors the members

          4  of ZAKA Rescue and Recovery for their remarkable

          5  humanitarian effort and exceptional public service.

          6                 Signed this 12th Day of September in

          7  the Year Two Thousand and Two, Gifford Miller,

          8  Speaker for the Entire Council.

          9                 PARTICIPANT: We would like to present

         10  this for the City Council, and thank you for

         11  inviting us to the City of New York, who, like the

         12  people of Israel, have known the suffering caused by

         13  terror and hatred, may the sound of this carry our

         14  prayers for peace, brotherhood, and hope for the

         15  future, with comfort and support of the volunteers.

         16                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you. This

         17  present means a great deal to us, because as the

         18  placque on it says the people of our City and the

         19  people of Israel suffer from the same threats of

         20  violence and terrorism, and feel a strong

         21  brotherhood and comradship. And, so, this means a

         22  great deal to me, I'll certainly keep this on behalf

         23  of the people of the City of New York, and thank you

         24  very, very much for it.

         25                 PARTICIPANT: Thank you.

                                                            8

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2                 SPEAKER MILLER: I just want to also

          3  recognize that we're joined by Ron Sally of the UJA

          4  Federation, Michael Miller JCRC, who also were the

          5  prime movers in making it possible for many of us to

          6  go to Israel just this past month.

          7                 Thank you.

          8                 Okay, if Council Member Brewer could

          9  come forward. Council Member Brewer, and the good

         10  folks from Washington Mutual.

         11                 We are very fortunate to be joined by

         12  a bunch of folks from Washington Mutual who have

         13  been organizing a Walk On Home Walkathon for

         14  affordable housing issues, an issue that is so

         15  critical, and I know Council Member Brewer wants to

         16  say a few words on the subject as well.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Thank you, Mr.

         18  Speaker.

         19                 I'm here because for many, many years

         20  I think we all realize the need for affordable

         21  housing. Washington Mutual has come to New York in a

         22  big way, and I'm delighted that one of their main

         23  priorities is affordable housing. It's going to be

         24  highlighted on September 29th with a walk-a-thon not

         25  only in New York City but around the counties that
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          2  surround New York City, and in addition, they focus

          3  on education, two very important topics for our

          4  beloved City, and it's for that reason these two

          5  topics that are so needed that I am supporting this

          6  proclamation, and look forward to working with the

          7  Speaker, my colleagues, and our good friends at

          8  Washington Mutual.

          9                 Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

         10                 SPEAKER MILLER: If the clerk could

         11  read the proclamation.

         12                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: The Council, City

         13  of New York, Proclamation.

         14                 Whereas: The Council of the City of

         15  New York is pleased and proud to honor Washington

         16  Mutual, Incorporated on the occasion of its

         17  sponsoring the first ever Walk On Home Walkathon for

         18  Affordable Housing, and for its commitment to the

         19  economic and social well-being of the City; and

         20                 Whereas: Washington Mutual,

         21  incorporated is the nation's largest residential

         22  mortgage lender and a leader in the financial

         23  services industry, providing banking services to

         24  consumers and small to mid-sized businesses; and

         25                 Whereas: Washington Mutual has acted
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          2  as a good neighbor within the communities where it

          3  does business by consistently devoting time, effort

          4  and financial resources to programs that focus on

          5  education and the availability of affordable

          6  housing; and

          7                 Whereas: Washington Mutual has

          8  promised to invest $375 billion in low and moderate

          9  income communities across the nation over a ten-year

         10  period beginning in 2002; and

         11                 Whereas: Washington Mutual is

         12  expanding its retail banking and community

         13  redevelopment programs to New York City, thereby

         14  demonstrating its commitment to the rebuilding and

         15  continued growth of our City; and

         16                 Whereas: Washington Mutual is

         17  sponsoring the first ever Walk On Home Walkathon for

         18  Affordable Housing on September 29, 2002 in New York

         19  City and the surrounding communities, and has

         20  pledged to underwrite all costs of the event so that

         21  all proceeds will be donated to nonprofit

         22  organizations that create and maintain affordable

         23  housing as a significant part of their mission; now,

         24  therefore

         25                 Be It Known: That the Council of the
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          2  City of New York supports Washington Mutual's Walk

          3  On Home Walkathon For Affordable Housing encourages

          4  New Yorkers to join, and wishes all participants an

          5  enjoyable day as they do their part to preserve and

          6  expand affordable housing opportunities in the City

          7  of New York.

          8                 Signed this 12th day of September in

          9  the Year Two Thousand and Two, Gifford Miller,

         10  Speaker for the Entire Council; Gale Brewer, Council

         11  Member 6th District, Manhattan.

         12                 PARTICIPANT: On behalf of our

         13  Chairman, Kerry Killinger, and the 2,300 employees

         14  of Washington Mutual in the greater metropolitan

         15  area, I'd like to thank the Council very much for

         16  this proclamation, and I look forward to everybody

         17  in the room today coming out and walking with us on

         18  September 29th.

         19                 Thank you very much.

         20                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you.

         21                 Our next honorees are going to be

         22  brought forward by Council Member Peter Vallone, who

         23  is the Chair of our Public Safety Committee.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Thank you,

         25  Mr. Speaker.
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          2                 May I have the honorees step forward,

          3  please?

          4                 Yesterday our President gave an

          5  address to the nation regarding September 11th, and

          6  mentioned our heroes, those who died and those who

          7  served, and also mentioned that people are asking

          8  him "what can we do to help?" And one of the things

          9  the President said is "volunteer to serve your

         10  community." And that's what we have up here with us

         11  today, people who have been volunteering to serve

         12  our community for years and years now since 1950, I

         13  believe. Some of the people up here haven't been

         14  here since 1950, but the organization has been up

         15  here helping the City, and now more than ever, it's

         16  so important that we have volunteers like this

         17  helping to keep this City safe. They are due some

         18  recognition for the work for the last 50 years, and

         19  especially for their hard work on September 11th.

         20  Not many people realize, but these people were down

         21  there, they were down there at the site and they

         22  were helping from day one, and that's why today the

         23  City Council is honoring our auxiliary Police

         24  Department with a proclamation.

         25                 I'd invite some of my fellow members
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          2  up here. We have with us today, before we get to the

          3  reading of the proclamation -- sorry, Victor -- the

          4  senior ranking officer in the City, and Manhattan

          5  South Unit Commander, Auxiliary Captain Morris

          6  Fatilowitz, right next to me. And I'll list the next

          7  group and then we'll save the applause for the end.

          8                 We have Lieutenant Stephen

          9  Rubenstein, Auxiliary Sergeant Nelson Guzman,

         10  Auxiliary Police Officer Joseph Sutnick, Auxiliary

         11  Police Officer Angel Santos. We have Sergeant Peter

         12  Roberts, from Manhattan North; and from my home

         13  County in Queens we have Auxiliary Lieutenant

         14  Michael Bassano.

         15                 Some of these members have over three

         16  decades of service, and it looks like we have even

         17  more than is on my list today, but welcome,

         18  everyone. And if I may ask the Clerk to read the

         19  Proclamation.

         20                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: The Council, City

         21  of New York, Proclamation.

         22                 Whereas: The Council of the City of

         23  New York is pleased and proud to honor members of

         24  the New York City Police Department Auxiliary Police

         25  Patrol Support Unit/Auxiliary Police Emergency
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          2  Unit/Rescue Service (APSU/AESU/Rescue Service) for

          3  its service to the City during the recovery efforts

          4  at Ground Zero; and

          5                 Whereas: From the beginning to the

          6  very end of the recovery effort at Ground Zero, They

          7  played a vital role, serving as the auxiliary arm of

          8  the NYPD; and

          9                 Whereas: The APSU was founded as a

         10  volunteer rescue unit and adjunct to the NYPD

         11  Emergency Services Unit (ESU) to assist in the

         12  protection of life and property from enemy attack;

         13  and

         14                 Whereas: Over time, the duties and

         15  responsibilities of the APSU have grown to encompass

         16  rescue and emergency medical services throughout the

         17  City in the event of natural and man-made disasters;

         18  and

         19                 Whereas: APSU members have special

         20  training and skills to respond to emergencies, and

         21  their services comprehend a wide range of abilities;

         22  they are certified New York State Emergency Medical

         23  Technicians, Paramedics, and Federal Office of

         24  Emergency Management (FEMA) Instructors; and

         25                 Whereas: From the very first day of
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          2  the disaster APSU/AESU/Rescue Service members

          3  throughout the City distinguished themselves at

          4  Ground Zero in numerous ways, including: delivering

          5  equipment and water to the "pile," maintaining

          6  rescue equipment and vehicles, offering computer

          7  technical support for the Command Center, and

          8  providing requested manpower, especially during

          9  times of shortages due to recovery efforts and

         10  special events; and

         11                 Whereas: APSU members also

         12  distinguished themselves at the American Airlines

         13  A300 Airbus crash on November 12, 2001 in the Belle

         14  Harbor section of Rockaway; and

         15                 Whereas: Today, we come together to

         16  honor the men and women of the NYPD Auxiliary Police

         17  Patrol Support Unit/Auxiliary Police Emergency

         18  Unit/Rescue Service (APSU/AESUR/Rescue Service),

         19  individuals who have served the City during its

         20  worst crises, offering needed assistance and vital

         21  care to thousands; now, therefore

         22                 Be It Known: That the Council of the

         23  City of New York honors the members of the

         24  APSU/AESU/RESCUE SERVICE UNIT for exceptional

         25  service during and after the events of September
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          2  11th, 2001.

          3                 Signed this 12th day of September in

          4  the year Two Thousand and Two, Gifford Miller,

          5  Speaker for the Entire Council; Peter F. Vallone,

          6  Council Member 22nd District, Queens.

          7                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you.

          8                 Captain Fatilowitz, we're very

          9  honored by your presence and a grateful City is

         10  appreciative for all the work that you and all the

         11  individuals who are here, and part of the unit more

         12  generally and broadly across the City do every day.

         13  Would you like to say a few words? We'd be

         14  appreciative.

         15                 CAPTAIN FATILOWITZ: Thank you very

         16  much. I'd like to take this opportunity again to

         17  thank the Speaker. The Speaker has been our advocate

         18  and recognizes our volunteers. He's fought for us in

         19  his many previous roles, and I also like to thank

         20  the Council Member Vallone for working with us, and,

         21  of course, my own Council Member Alan Gerson and all

         22  the other Council members that have signed on.

         23                 We have nine units around the City

         24  right now. We used to have 14, and with your help we

         25  hope we establish the 14 members, because we are the
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          2  auxiliary arm of the Emergency Services Division of

          3  the Police Department, and we helped emergency

          4  services and did everything with them side-by-side

          5  for the rescue and recovery effort. And, again, we

          6  don't know what's going to happen tomorrow, but we

          7  should always be prepared, and the Police Department

          8  needs volunteers. This City needs volunteers and we

          9  are glad to be here. I have some members here, as a

         10  matter of fact, from Peter's district, that have

         11  over 30 years of service, I have 28 and some of my

         12  members have up to two decades of service. There are

         13  many people that want to volunteer, and with the

         14  help of the City Council, we will revitalize this

         15  program and we thank you again very much for

         16  honoring us today.

         17                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you. Thank you

         18  all very much for being here.

         19                 My friends, today is a very

         20  bittersweet moment for all of us who serve down here

         21  at City Hall. We get a chance to honor somebody

         22  whose career has been an extraordinary service to

         23  the people of the City of New York, and who has also

         24  been a friend and a colleague for many, many years.

         25  But we also are honoring, because we're going to
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          2  miss her so desperately, Mary Gay Taylor has left

          3  Room 9, and its Annex, yes, after 20 years of being

          4  here at City Hall and being the people of the City

          5  of New York's eyes and ears down here at City Hall.

          6  She is an institution here, it's hard for me to

          7  imagine coming to work and it certainly feels a

          8  little lonelier, but we appreciate all that you did

          9  for the City of New York, and we wanted to have an

         10  opportunity to honor you here.

         11                 If the clerk could read the

         12  proclamation.

         13                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: The Council, City

         14  of New York, Proclamation.

         15                 Whereas: The Council of the City of

         16  New York is proud to honor WCBS reporter Mary Gay

         17  Taylor for 20 years of stellar news reporting at

         18  City Hall; and

         19                 Whereas: New York is a city of

         20  millions, a place of extraordinary diverse culture

         21  and of expressive, compelling character, a city

         22  typically at the flashpoint of much that is

         23  newsworthy; and;

         24                 Whereas: From researching and field

         25  producing to writing and consumer reporting, Mary
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          2  Gay Taylor has covered in New York City for almost

          3  35 years, and has brought the highest standards of

          4  excellence to her work on numerous topics and

          5  critical social issues; and

          6                 Whereas: Like many others in the

          7  profession, Ms. Taylor started at the bottom and,

          8  through dedication, focus and hard work, rose

          9  through the ranks of NYC reporters to become an

         10  authoritative and respected voice in her field; and

         11                 Whereas: Since arriving on the City

         12  Hall scene nearly 20 years ago, Mary Gay Taylor has

         13  been a vital force within the field of news

         14  reporting, working to disseminate information in the

         15  most responsible way for all New Yorkers; and

         16                 Whereas: It is through the efforts of

         17  individuals such as Mary Gay Taylor that all New

         18  Yorkers are informed of issues considered newsworthy

         19  in the legislative and executive branches at City

         20  Hall; her work is an informative and valuable

         21  resource for countless individuals, and she has

         22  proven herself a true friend of the City; now,

         23  therefore

         24                 Be It Known: That the Council of the

         25  City of New York honors Mary Gay Taylor for her
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          2  stellar contributions to the field of news

          3  reporting, and for twenty years of covering events

          4  at City Hall.

          5                 Signed this 12th day of September in

          6  the Year Two Thousand and Two.

          7                 Gifford Miller, Speaker for the

          8  Entire Council.

          9                 SPEAKER MILLER: Mary Gay, your

         10  friends from Room 9 are hanging on your every word.

         11                 MS. GAY TAYLOR: It's been a privilege

         12  to cover the City Council for all these years, going

         13  back to the time when there were 35 and each Council

         14  member had a desk in what's now your lounge, and the

         15  radio reporters would go in there and work and any

         16  desk where there was a Council member didn't come in

         17  too often, and we sort of were squatters in there I

         18  think. It has been a privilege. I've covered moments

         19  that were historic, moments that were difficult,

         20  contentious, only rarely dull, and funny. So, it has

         21  been wonderful. I'm going to miss you all. I'm going

         22  to miss the action, as a relatively new Council who

         23  works out a relationship and gets things done with a

         24  relatively new Mayor. So, don't forget, the radio

         25  guys are still here. Got Rich Land from WCBS 880,
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          2  Stan Brooks from 1010 WINS and Glen Chuck from

          3  Metro, so keep on going in there. Stop into the

          4  Radio Shack and let everybody know what's going on.

          5  Keep us informed.

          6                 Thank you.

          7                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you. Could we

          8  ask all the people from Room 9 to come up and take a

          9  picture? And the Annex.

         10                 My colleagues, we have an enormously

         11  distinguished visitor who we'd love if he'd come up.

         12  Please come up, Mr. Speaker. We have the Speaker of

         13  the State Assembly who has come to join us.

         14                 The Speaker always approves of our

         15  judgment, but in this case he's particularly

         16  approving of our decision to honor the Auxiliary

         17  Support Units from his district and wanted to drop

         18  by to say a few words.

         19                 We would be really grateful if you

         20  would say a few words for us.

         21                 ASSEMBLY SPEAKER: Well, I just came

         22  here because I think you choose wisely when you

         23  choose to honor the Auxiliary Support Unit, and

         24  especially in our precinct.

         25                 These are people who have done the
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          2  work day in and day out unsung and what little

          3  recognition they get from your proclamation is

          4  certainly, certainly meritorious, and goes a long

          5  way toward at least acknowledging the great work

          6  that they do. So, Morris Fatilowitz, who has been a

          7  friend of mine for many, many years, and the entire

          8  crew here has, you can see them on the streets, you

          9  see them all over the district, and it's very

         10  fitting that you choose to honor them. So,

         11  congratulations to you for making this award. And

         12  congratulations to the crew.

         13                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you. Thank you,

         14  my friend, for being here. It means a great deal to

         15  us.

         16                 My friends, today is a sad day for

         17  the City Council, but a happy day for Adriana.

         18  Adriana Garcia is leaving the City Council after 12

         19  years of service in the Land Use Division. All of

         20  you I know who have had the opportunity to work with

         21  her have appreciated her intelligence, her hard

         22  work, and her thoughtfulness in addressing what is a

         23  very, very difficult job, and we're particularly

         24  pleased that we have both the current and the former

         25  chairs of the Land Use Committee here, and I wonder
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          2  if you would like to say a few words before we have

          3  the clerk read the proclamation.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Adriana, we are

          5  certainly going to miss you. Everyone here should

          6  know that Adriana is the only registered architect

          7  on the staff of the Land Use Division, and her, and

          8  so we're looking -- we use her expertise quite

          9  often. If you have a zoning application and you

         10  cannot envision it, Adriana can envision it. She can

         11  sketch it, she can paint it and she makes a

         12  beautiful rendition of what it will be, and she also

         13  happens to be one of the few experts at this arcane

         14  document that we call the zoning resolution. So, we

         15  are going to miss her dearly, just her expertise,

         16  and her great smile and personality and just a lot

         17  of fun.

         18                 Adriana, we wish you all the luck in

         19  the world.

         20                 MS. EISLAND: Well, I'm so glad that

         21  you talked about Adriana's professionalism and

         22  obviously being the only architect, and I know you

         23  found, and I think everybody in this room has always

         24  found that no matter what the project, whether it's

         25  one of Adriana's on her desk, or if it's just in the
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          2  Land Use Division, there is nobody more cooperative

          3  and more willing to please both the members and

          4  anybody who calls for information. We're all going

          5  to miss her I'm sure, and we certainly wish her God

          6  speed and lots of fun in the next life.

          7                 Thank you, Gifford, very much.

          8                 SPEAKER MILLER: If the Clerk could

          9  read the proclamation, which we are now holding.

         10                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: The Council, City

         11  of New York, Proclamation.

         12                 Whereas: The Council of the City of

         13  New York is pleased and proud to honor Adriana

         14  Garcia for 28 years of outstanding service to the

         15  City, 12 of which has been with the Council's Land

         16  Use Division; and

         17                 Whereas: For nearly three decades,

         18  Adriana Garcia has been involved in and has made

         19  many significant contributions to all aspects of

         20  urban planning and development in New York City; and

         21                 Whereas: Since beginning her career

         22  as a designer/draftsperson at Yale University in the

         23  late sixties, Ms. Garcia has dedicated herself to

         24  issues concerning city planning; and

         25                 Whereas: In 1974, Ms. Garcia began
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          2  work at the New York City Department of City

          3  Planning where, as an architect, she held the

          4  position of Community Planner and Office Liaison to

          5  Community District No. 3, while there Ms. Garcia was

          6  also responsible for planning, architectural and

          7  design issues, policies and procedures; and

          8                 Whereas: For the past 12 years, Ms.

          9  Garcia has been with the Council's Land Use

         10  Division, where her detailed knowledge of all

         11  aspects of City Planning has been crucial to its

         12  success; and

         13                 Whereas: As one of the original staff

         14  members of the Division, Adriana's insights and

         15  opinions have helped shape and organize the Land Use

         16  function at the Council; and

         17                 Whereas: Adriana has worked with all

         18  51 Council Members, assisting them with projects

         19  within their districts; among her many

         20  contributions, she has worked closely with Council

         21  Member Lopez's committee in formulating ways to

         22  achieve barrier free designs for the disabled; and

         23                 Whereas: Through vision and hard

         24  work, Adriana Garcia has proven herself an essential

         25  force in helping to preserve and further develop New

                                                            26

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  York City's unique urban landscape; she has been

          3  truly invaluable to the Council, and it is with

          4  heartfelt thanks that we wish her the very best in

          5  her retirement; now, therefore

          6                 Be It Known: That the Council of the

          7  City of New York most honors ADRIANA GARCIA for her

          8  outstanding service to the City and the community.

          9                 Signed this 12th day of August in the

         10  year Two Thousand and Two, Gifford Miller, Speaker

         11  for the Entire Council.

         12                 MS. GARCIA: Speaker Miller, Council

         13  members present and past, thanks for this honor, as

         14  I am winding down my career with the City. All along

         15  it has been very important to me to give my best

         16  effort to each task. There is no small job.

         17                 Also, I have been very fortunate to

         18  have had as my director Gail Benjamin, whose

         19  knowledge, intelligence and remarkable memory has

         20  made Land Use a highly technical division.

         21                 I thank you, Gail, for having given

         22  me the opportunity to work in Land Use. Also, I am

         23  staying in New York, a City I love.

         24                 Thank you all very much.

         25                 MS. BENJAMIN: This is a very
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          2  important day for Adriana and the Land Use Division

          3  and the Council as a whole. Twelve years ago Adriana

          4  came to this Division and to the Council at the same

          5  time as the Council was beginning its land use

          6  responsibilities. Adriana was one of the original

          7  staff members, and has remained one of our most

          8  valuable staff members. Her expertise was something

          9  I could always count on. Her knowledge, her

         10  willingness to work with all 51 members, and her

         11  ability to translate into understandable terms, both

         12  concepts, pictures, and, as Council Member Katz

         13  said, arcane documents.

         14                 She's been invaluable to me. She's

         15  taught the other members of the staff. I think

         16  everyone would agree on staff that she's been very

         17  generous with her knowledge and abilities and helped

         18  us all move forward and learn.

         19                 We're going to miss her, hopefully

         20  we'll be able to miss her to at least work as a

         21  consultant sometimes, but we're also hoping she'll

         22  have a great time in retirement, and further her

         23  career.

         24                 Thank you, Adriana.

         25                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Roll call.
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          2                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Addabbo.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Here.

          4                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Avella.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Here.

          6                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Baez.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ: Here.

          8                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Barron.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Here.

         10                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Boyland.

         11                 (No response.)

         12                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Brewer.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Here.

         14                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Clarke.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Here.

         16                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Comrie.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Here.

         18                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Davis.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER DAVIS: DeBlasio.

         20                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: DeBlasio.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEBLASIO: Here.

         22                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Diaz.

         23                 (No response.)

         24                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Dilan.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER MALAVE-DILAN: Here.
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          2                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Felder.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Here.

          4                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Fidler.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Here.

          6                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Foster.

          7                 (No response.)

          8                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gallagher.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Here.

         10                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gennaro.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Here.

         12                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gerson.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Here.

         14                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gioia.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: Here.

         16                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Golden.

         17                 (No response.)

         18                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Jackson.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Here.

         20                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Jennings.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER JENNINGS: Here.

         22                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Katz.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Here.

         24                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Koppell.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Here.
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          2                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Lanza.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER LANZA: Here.

          4                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Liu.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Here.

          6                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Lopez.

          7                 (No response.)

          8                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Martinez.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Here.

         10                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: McMahon.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Here.

         12                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Monserrate.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Here.

         14                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Moskowitz.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER MOSKOWITZ: Here.

         16                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Nelson.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Here.

         18                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Perkins.

         19                 (No response.)

         20                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Provenzano.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: Here.

         22                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Quinn.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: Here.

         24                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Recchia.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Here.
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          2                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Reed.

          3                 (No response.)

          4                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Reyna.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: Here.

          6                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Sanders.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Here.

          8                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Seabrook.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Here.

         10                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Sears.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Here.

         12                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Serrano.

         13                 (No response.)

         14                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Stewart.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Present.

         16                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Vallone.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Here.

         18                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Vann.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Here.

         20                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Weprin.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Here.

         22                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Yassky.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Here.

         24                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Oddo.

         25                 (No response.)
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          2                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Rivera.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: Here.

          4                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Speaker Miller.

          5                 SPEAKER MILLER: Here.

          6                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: A quorum is

          7  present. All rise, Invocation delivered by Reverend

          8  David Benke of St. Peter's Lutheran Church.

          9                 REVEREND BENKE:  My privilege to be

         10  with you today and to lead us in these opening

         11  words. They are from the basis of a prayer that I

         12  prayed originally at Yankee Stadium on September

         13  23rd, 2001, which applies to our minds, our hearts,

         14  and our task even today.

         15                 O Lord our God, we're leaning on You

         16  today. You are our Tower of Strength, and we're

         17  leaning on You.

         18                 You are our Mighty Fortress, our God

         19  who is a Rock; in You do we stand.

         20                 Those of us who bear the name of

         21  Christ know that You never stood so tall as when You

         22  stooped down to send your son through death and life

         23  to bring us back together, and we lean on You today.

         24                 O Tower of Strength, be with those

         25  who mourn the loss of loved ones; bring them closer

                                                            33

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  to us day-by-day.

          3                 O Heavenly Father, we pray at this

          4  time You might continue to extend Jacob's ladder for

          5  those who have ascended the stairways to save us, as

          6  others escaped the fire and flames.

          7                 O Tower of Strength, open innocent

          8  and victimized hearts to the sacrifice of the

          9  Innocent One; pour Your consolation upon the

         10  traumatized, especially our children.

         11                 Un-bind, un-fear, un-scorch, un-sear

         12  our souls; renew us in Your free spirit. We're

         13  leaning on You, our Tower of Strength. We find our

         14  refuge in the shadow of your shelter.

         15                 Lead us from this place - in this

         16  place where so many important decisions are made

         17  that affect the lives of millions who depend on You

         18  for every new day, to bring forth the power of Your

         19  love wherever we are. I ask it in the precious name

         20  of Jesus. Amen.

         21                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         22  Member Dilan.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: Before I move

         24  to spread the Invocation, I just would like my

         25  colleagues to know that Pastor Benke was called upon
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          2  by then Mayor Giuliani to perform a healing service

          3  at Yankee Stadium, and due to that, he has been

          4  removed from his order in the Lutheran Church, and

          5  we just asked him to reconsider.

          6                 There will be a motion to this effect

          7  coming before the Cultural Affairs Committee

          8  September 20th, and I would like my colleagues to

          9  support it.

         10                 At this time, Mr. Speaker, I move to

         11  spread the Invocation.

         12                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         13                 Adoption of the Minutes.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Done.

         15                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Messages and

         16  Papers from the Mayor.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 301.

         18                 SPEAKER MILLER: Rules, Privileges and

         19  Elections.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 302.

         21                 SPEAKER MILLER: Governmental

         22  Operations.

         23                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM:

         24  Communication from City, County and Borough Offices.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 303.

                                                            35

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2                 SPEAKER MILLER: Received, ordered,

          3  printed and filed.

          4                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Petitions

          5  and Communications.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 304.

          7                 SPEAKER MILLER: Received, ordered,

          8  printed and filed.

          9                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Land Use

         10  Call-Ups.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 305, 306,

         12  307, 308, 309 and 310.

         13                 SPEAKER MILLER: All are coupled on

         14  the call-up vote.

         15                 At this point I'd ask the Clerk to

         16  call the roll on all items coupled on the call-up

         17  vote.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Addabbo.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Aye.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Avella.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Aye.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Baez.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ: Aye.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Barron.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Aye.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Boyland.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: Aye.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Brewer.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Aye.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Clarke.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Aye.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Comrie.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Present. Aye.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Davis.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER DAVIS: Aye.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: DeBlasio.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEBLASIO: Aye.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Diaz.

         15                 (No response.)

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Dilan.

         17                 (No response.)

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Felder.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Aye.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Fidler.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: I vote aye.

         22  And Madam Public Advocate, may I ask unanimous

         23  consent of my colleagues to vote on all the matters

         24  in the General Order Calendar at this time, as well?

         25  I have a family medical emergency.
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          2                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: In that case,

          4  I vote aye on all, particularly Intro. 252-A, which

          5  honors, amongst other things, the memory of two of

          6  my constituents, Firefighter Gregory Saucedo, and

          7  Jimmy Quinn Way, I vote aye on all. Thank you.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Dilan.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: Aye.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Foster.

         11                 (No response.)

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gallagher.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Aye.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gennaro.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Aye.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gerson.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Yes.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gioia.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: Yes.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Golden.

         21                 (No response.)

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jackson.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Aye.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jennings.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER JENNINGS: Aye.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Katz.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Aye.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Koppell.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Aye.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lanza.

          7                 (No response.)

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Liu.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Yes.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lopez.

         11                 (No response.)

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Martinez.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Aye.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: McMahon.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Aye.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Monserrate.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Aye.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Moskowitz.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER MOSKOWITZ: Aye.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Nelson.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Aye.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Perkins.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Aye.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Provenzano.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: Aye.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Quinn.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: Aye.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Recchia.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Madam Chair,

          6  I ask that I be excused. I have an emergency I have

          7  to go to, and I would like to vote aye on all

          8  call-ups.

          9                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Thank you.

         11  And all coupled orders.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reed.

         13                 (No response.)

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reyna.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: Aye.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sanders.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Aye.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Seabrook.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Aye.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sears.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Aye.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Serrano.

         23                 (No response.)

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Stewart.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Aye on all.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vallone.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Aye.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vann.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Aye.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Weprin.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Aye.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Yassky.

          9                 (No response.)

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK Lanza.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER LANZA: Aye.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Oddo.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Yes.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Rivera.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: Aye.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Speaker Mr. Miller.

         17                 SPEAKER MILLER:  Aye.

         18                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Land Use

         19  Call-Up vote, 43 in the affirmative, zero in the

         20  negative.

         21                 Communication from the Speaker.

         22                 SPEAKER MILLER: My colleagues, I'd

         23  like to begin by calling upon Council Member Avella,

         24  and Majority Leader Rivera, who have some guests who

         25  have joined us.
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          2                 Unfortunately, due to the traffic

          3  conditions, outrageous City's traffic conditions

          4  today, we ran just a little bit late. We want to

          5  call on Council Members Avella and Rivera to

          6  acknowledge the presence of some very special

          7  guests.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVER: Thank you.

          9  Ladies and gentlemen, today we are honored here

         10  today by the presence of the municipal government,

         11  the Council of Milano and Polermo. We have the

         12  Speaker of Milano and the Speaker of Polermo here,

         13  as well as their colleagues. If they could please

         14  rise.

         15                 The governments have decided to come

         16  to the City of New York in both a sign of solidarity

         17  with the families and the City for the lives that

         18  were lost in September 11th, 2001, but also to

         19  develop a working relationship between the two

         20  governments so that we can continue to ensure that

         21  the citizens of New York City and the citizens of

         22  the Milano and Polermo will continue to move forward

         23  as opposed to backwards, and we welcome the

         24  opportunity to work hand-in-hand with both of your

         25  governments.
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          2                 And I have my colleague and the

          3  Speaker of the City Council, Gifford Miller; my

          4  colleague Tony Avella, who is the Chair of the

          5  Italian Caucus here within the City Council. We

          6  would like to make a presentation, but before so, I

          7  would like to give the opportunity for my colleagues

          8  to speak.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Thank you.

         10  First of all, it's my pleasure, as the first Chair

         11  of the first Italian American Caucus in the City

         12  Council to welcome you here today and to express our

         13  continued appreciation for the close relationship

         14  that the United States of America has always had

         15  with Italy, and we look forward to developing a

         16  relationship between the three City Councils.

         17                 I think this is the start of

         18  something that could be very big in the future for

         19  both our countries. And I'd like to call up the

         20  fellow members of the Italian American Caucus to

         21  join us, as we make a small presentation to both

         22  delegations.

         23                 And I'd also like to call upon

         24  Speaker Gifford Miller to say a few words.

         25                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you. Gentlemen
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          2  and ladies, we are graced and appreciative of your

          3  presence. It certainly is true that in the last

          4  year, New Yorkers have always felt that they're the

          5  capital of the world, but we certainly have felt in

          6  the last year, the center of the world's hopes and

          7  prayers and love and support, and your coming to

          8  this country on this difficult time for us, means

          9  more to us than we can say. So, we're very grateful

         10  and glad that you're here.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: Yes, if we

         12  could have both Councils from Milano and Polermo

         13  please come to the front so we can make the

         14  presentation.

         15                 And also, we also look forward to

         16  taking a trip to Italy to visit both of your

         17  municipal governments and its houses as well. And if

         18  any colleague in the City Council would like to come

         19  up and take a photo as well, you're all welcome.

         20                 MILAN DEPUTY SPEAKER: We, both the

         21  cities, are very honored to be here in your City

         22  Hall. It is very important for us, because it is a

         23  stimulus of the friendship between our countries and

         24  our towns.

         25                 We came here in New York to express
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          2  our solidarity to New Yorkers and to the USA for the

          3  criminal attacks of last year. We land yesterday,

          4  went to a ceremony in the fire station of Staten

          5  Island, where we had the most important

          6  recognizement to the firefighters. This

          7  recognizement is called (in Italian), and it is a

          8  governmental which represents our patron saint. Our

          9  patron saint was a bishop and both a Governor, and

         10  for us it's very important because his role was to

         11  defend Milan from the barbarians, to remove from the

         12  city. We know antagonism of intolerance. So, we

         13  think the lesson that our patron saint gave to all

         14  us, can be also be in line with tradition of New

         15  York, because New York, too, is a City open to

         16  everybody, where everybody comes to enterprise, to

         17  live, helping it to better their conditions.

         18                 At the beginning of last century when

         19  our immigrants came to USA, their boats were stopped

         20  in front of the Statue of Liberty, Miss Liberty. And

         21  for us this statue is very important, because it's

         22  the representative of our sentiment and allow our

         23  similar consideration in the way of work.

         24                 For this reason, I invite you to come

         25  to Milan, also to compare our way of government,
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          2  because mainly our occupation is to serve citizens,

          3  to improve themselves.

          4                 I want to thank the people who worked

          5  last year, and of the people who died in that

          6  occasion, because this is a lesson for everybody.

          7  They were civil servants, also private people, who

          8  knew the difficulties entering the towers, an act of

          9  every day courage, and this must be an example for

         10  everybody who wants to serve the City, the society

         11  and the State.

         12                 I want to say again, as well as

         13  Polermo, our solidarity, as well as our brotherhood,

         14  and we hope to see you soon in Polermo.

         15                 POLERMO DEPUTY SPEAKER: (Speaking in

         16  Italian.) (Through an interpreter) I'm translating

         17  what the Deputy Speaker of the City of Polermo said.

         18  He is glad to be here, and he would like to bring,

         19  on behalf of his fellow citizens, the greetings from

         20  Polermo. He's very glad to be here, and together

         21  with the Councilman, and would like to come back

         22  once again, I mean another time, I mean not on this

         23  sad occasion, but another time. And he says that the

         24  Twin Tower Anniversary has showed America how Europe

         25  and the whole world is close to the United States,
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          2  and he's waiting to say hello to you in Polermo.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: I would like

          4  to say once again thank you to both municipal

          5  governments of Milan and Polermo for attending

          6  today's Stated Council, and we look forward to

          7  visiting both of your cities, to see how we can be

          8  of assistance, and to see how we can exchange

          9  information, as well.

         10                 Thank you.

         11                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM:

         12  Communication from the Speaker.

         13                 SPEAKER MILLER: My colleagues, today

         14  the City Council, as part of the General Order

         15  Calendar we're considering an important piece of

         16  legislation.

         17                 I will take the first step in

         18  addressing part of the City Council's overall energy

         19  plan that was put out by the Chair of the

         20  Environmental Protection and myself, from during the

         21  past month. This is the first step. It is a bill. It

         22  is a common sense bill that simply says that when

         23  the City goes to purchase products, it should

         24  purchase products that save us money and save us

         25  energy. This bill would track what the federal
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          2  government and what the State Government of New York

          3  is already doing. We're behind the ball today, and

          4  this bill will simply put us back into alignment

          5  with what other intelligent government purchasing

          6  processes are.

          7                 When given a choice between a product

          8  that will cost more money and take up more energy

          9  and a product that will cost less money over the

         10  life of the product and save us energy, the City

         11  should make the intelligent decision that any

         12  reasonable consumer should make, and that's what

         13  we're suggesting and that's what this bill would do.

         14  I encourage my colleagues to support it.

         15                 With that, I move on. I surrender the

         16  rest of my time.

         17                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Discussion

         18  of General Orders.

         19                 Could you please be quiet?

         20                 Councilman Oddo.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: If I may just

         22  briefly speak about three items on coupled general

         23  order.

         24                 Intro. 6, Intro. 37, the suspension

         25  of alternate side of the street parking. I'm a
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          2  co-sponsor of one of the bills, but I hope that with

          3  the passage of these two pieces of legislation,

          4  we've sort of exhausted the universe of holidays and

          5  occasions that we want to suspend alternate side of

          6  the street parking.

          7                 Again, I'm supportive of this

          8  legislation, but I think, I hope we've come to the

          9  end in that we don't continue that every month of

         10  the year we have numerous dates that we have

         11  suspension of these rules.

         12                 And also, very quickly, I've been a

         13  vocal and frequent critic of the Council's role in

         14  street name changes, to the extent that I've

         15  introduced a bill that would get us out of the

         16  street naming change business.

         17                 I tip my hat to the Chair of the

         18  Parks Committee, who has changed the rules, and I

         19  think we do it better and we do it differently. But

         20  on this occasion, I think in light of everything

         21  that the City has endured, I think the street name

         22  changes in honor of those folks who tragically were

         23  lost on September 11th, I think that's the least

         24  that we can do for their families, and obviously I

         25  support it and I thank you.
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          2                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Councilman

          3  DeBlasio.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER DeBLASIO: Thank you,

          5  Madam Chair. I'd like to follow-up on Councilman

          6  Oddo, and say I think in the case of Intro. 37 and

          7  Intro. 6 that will be voted on today, these merit

          8  special support by the Council.

          9                 There are tremendously good reasons

         10  why we recognize our fastly growing Asian community

         11  by suspending alternate side on Asian Lunar New Year

         12  and certainly our huge Catholic community, in terms

         13  of Ash Wednesday, but I particularly want to speak

         14  to Purim and the importance it holds for the Jewish

         15  Community and the fact that this is a holiday on

         16  which people who are devout travel, that is their

         17  mandate, to travel throughout the City to see their

         18  loved ones, to bring gifts. It's a holiday when we

         19  should be helping --

         20                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Please be

         21  more considerate of your colleagues.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER DeBLASIO: Helping

         23  people to celebrate the richness of their culture

         24  and their religion in supporting them, not hindering

         25  them, and not creating problems for communities,
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          2  logistically and otherwise that we don't have to

          3  have.

          4                 So, I particularly want to strongly

          5  urge my colleagues to support Intro. No. 37.

          6                 And lastly, I want to ask, and I'm

          7  sure everyone is supportive, but I want to ask

          8  support for Resolution 252-A, all the various name

          9  changes, street name changes related to the

         10  aftermath of September 11th, and particularly in the

         11  case of my district, the renaming of 16th Street,

         12  Captain Vincent Brunton Way, and Captain Brunton for

         13  22 years served the Fire Department as a real leader

         14  and example, and I appreciate your support for that

         15  resolution.

         16                 Thank you.

         17                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         18  Member Felder.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Thank you.

         20                 I first wanted to mention one of the

         21  Mayor's appointments for the Tax Commission, Glenn

         22  Newman, who was my Commissioner at Finance, and I

         23  wanted to commend the Mayor and the City Council for

         24  approving, the Committee for approving his

         25  appointment. He's going to be an unbelievable asset
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          2  to the City, as he was years ago when he was at the

          3  Finance Department.

          4                 In addition, on Intro. Number 37,

          5  which is the Purim bill, I just wanted to add that

          6  besides everything that was mentioned by my

          7  colleagues, I wanted to thank John Liu for his

          8  leadership on the Transportation Committee on this

          9  bill, and Speaker Miller for his support and the

         10  safety issue that my colleague, Councilman Member

         11  DeBlasio mentioned is very, very, very critical. And

         12  I want to thank my other colleagues for

         13  co-sponsoring it.

         14                 There are few of you that have not

         15  co-sponsored this bill yet, and I'm looking forward

         16  to initialing your sheet so that you can join us in

         17  co-sponsoring this bill. Thank you very much.

         18                 Intro. 37.

         19                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         20  Member Jackson.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Thank you,

         22  Madam Chair.

         23                 My fellow colleagues and members of

         24  the audience, if it was 100 degrees outside today,

         25  we would be sweating outside and sweating here in
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          2  the Chambers, and everybody would be turning on

          3  their AC in order to cool off.

          4                 I don't need to tell you what has

          5  happened around the country concerning the amount of

          6  energy that we've used as people trying to cool off.

          7                 Intro. 156-A provides an opportunity

          8  for us as consumers to purchase equipment that will

          9  cool us off, but at the same time conserve energy.

         10  Not only with ACs, but with the equipment that we

         11  use, photocopies and other machines, we're asking

         12  all of us to think not right now, because it's about

         13  75 degrees outside, but think about what we're doing

         14  as a society and as people as far as energy and the

         15  direction where we want to go.

         16                 If you consider that, then you will

         17  vote today to support Intro. 156-A, and I know that

         18  you will have the support of all of the people in

         19  your area, your constituency area, and they will

         20  agree that voting for this today will be beneficial

         21  for this entire City, the entire State, the Country

         22  and the entire world. Thank you.

         23                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

         24  Council member.

         25                 Report of Special Committees.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: None.

          3                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Reports of

          4  Standing Committees.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports of the

          6  Committee on Consumer Affairs.

          7                 Intro. 67-A.

          8                 SPEAKER MILLER: Amended and laid

          9  over.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports of the

         11  Committee on Finance.

         12                 Intro. 248-A.

         13                 SPEAKER MILLER: Amended and laid

         14  over.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports of the

         16  Committee on Land Use.

         17                 LU 127 and companion Reso 472.

         18                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on general

         19  order.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 153 and

         21  companion Reso 473.

         22                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on general

         23  order.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 155 and

         25  companion Reso 474.
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          2                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on general

          3  order.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 207 and

          5  companion Reso 475.

          6                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on general

          7  order.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 224 and

          9  companion Reso 476.

         10                 SPEAKER MILLER: Motion to disapprove.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 229 and

         12  companion Reso 477.

         13                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on general

         14  order.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 230 and

         16  companion Reso 478.

         17                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on general

         18  order.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 231 and

         20  companion Reso 479.

         21                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on general

         22  order.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 232 and

         24  companion Reso 480.

         25                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on general
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          2  order.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 235.

          4                 SPEAKER MILLER: Approved with

          5  modification and referred to the City Planning

          6  Commission.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 236 and

          8  companion Reso 481.

          9                 SPEAKER MILLER: Motion to disapprove.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 248 and

         11  companion Reso 482.

         12                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on General

         13  Order.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Preconsidered

         15  LU 255 and companion Reso 483.

         16                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on general

         17  order.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Preconsidered

         19  LU 256 and companion Reso 484.

         20                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on General

         21  Order.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Preconsidered

         23  LU 257 and companion Reso 485.

         24                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on general

         25  order.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Preconsidered

          3  LU 258 and companion Reso 486.

          4                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on general

          5  order.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Preconsidered

          7  LU 262 and companion Reso 487.

          8                 SPEAKER MILLER: Motion to disapprove.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Preconsidered

         10  LU 463 and companion Reso 488.

         11                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on general

         12  order.

         13                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Reports on

         14  the Committee --

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports on the

         16  Committee on Parks and Recreation.

         17                 Intro. 252-A.

         18                 SPEAKER MILLER: Amended and coupled

         19  on the general order calendar.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports on the

         21  Committee on Rules, Privileges and Elections.

         22                 M 292 and companion Reso 489.

         23                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on general

         24  order.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 293 and
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          2  companion Reso 490.

          3                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on general

          4  order.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports on the

          6  Committee on Transportation.

          7                 Intro. 6.

          8                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on general

          9  order.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Intro. 37.

         11                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on general

         12  order.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reso 442-A.

         14                 SPEAKER MILLER: Amended and coupled

         15  on general order.

         16                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: General

         17  order calendar.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Intro. 156-A.

         19                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on general

         20  order.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 223 and

         22  companion Reso 491.

         23                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on general

         24  order.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER CHERRY: Resolution
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          2  appointing various persons Commissioner of Deeds.

          3                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on general

          4  order.

          5                 At this point I'd ask the clerk to

          6  call the roll on all items coupled on the general

          7  order calendar.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Addabbo.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Aye on all.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Avella.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Aye.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Baez.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ: Aye on all.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Barron.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Aye on all.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Boyland.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: Aye on all.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Brewer.

         19                 (No response.)

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Clarke.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Aye on all.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Comrie.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Aye on all.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Davis.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER DAVIS: Aye on all.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: DeBlasio.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEBLASIO: Aye on all.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Dilan.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTIN-DILAN: Aye on

          6  all.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Felder.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Aye on all.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gallagher.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Aye on all,

         11  and no on Intro. 156-A.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gennaro.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Yes on all.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gerson.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Aye on all,

         16  with an abstention on 156-A.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gioia.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: Yes.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jackson.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Aye on all,

         21  especially 156-A.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jennings.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER JENNINGS: Here I am.

         24  Aye on all.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Katz.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Aye on all.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Koppell.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Aye on all.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lanza.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER LANZA: No on 156-A;

          7  aye on all the rest.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Liu.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Yes on all.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lopez.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: Yes on all.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Martinez.

         13                 (No response.)

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: McMahon.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Aye on all.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Monserrate.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Aye on

         18  all.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Moskowitz.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER MOSKOWITZ: Aye on all.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Nelson.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Aye on all.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Perkins.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Aye on all.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Provenzano.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: I abstain

          3  on Intro. 156-A; and yes on all the others.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Quinn.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: Aye on all.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reyna.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: Aye on all.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sanders.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Aye on all,

         10  especially 156-A.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Seabrook.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Aye on all.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sears.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Aye on all.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Serrano.

         16                 (No response.)

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Stewart.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Abstention on

         19  156-A; aye on all.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vallone.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Aye on all.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vann.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Aye on all.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Weprin.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Aye on all.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Yassky.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Aye on all.

          4  And I request unanimous consent to also vote aye on

          5  the Land Use items that were voted on earlier.

          6                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Thank you.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Brewer.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Aye on all.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Diaz.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER DIAZ: Yes on all, and

         12  yes on everything, and yes on whatever the Speaker

         13  wants.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Martinez.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Aye on all.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Oddo.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: No on Intro.

         18  156-A and yes on all.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Rivera.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: Aye on all.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Speaker Mr. Miller.

         22                 SPEAKER MILLER:  Aye.

         23                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         24  Member Gerson.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: On 156-A to
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          2  switch the abstention to an aye vote. Thank you very

          3  much.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Golden.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER GOLDEN: 156-A no; aye

          6  on all others. 156-A I vote no; aye on all others;

          7  and all my Land Use call-ups, I be permitted to vote

          8  aye on all.

          9                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         10                 All items on today's general order

         11  calendar were adopted by a vote of 47 in the

         12  affirmative, zero in the negative, zero abstentions,

         13  with the exception of Intro. 156-A, 41 in the

         14  affirmative, four in the negative and two

         15  abstentions.

         16                 Revised Land Use call-up. There were

         17  47 in the affirmative, and zero in the negative.

         18                 Introduction and Reading of Bills.

         19                 SPEAKER MILLER: All items are

         20  referred to the committee as it's indicated on the

         21  agenda.

         22                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Discussion

         23  of Resolutions.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: None.

         25                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Resolutions.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: None.

          3                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: General

          4  Discussion.

          5                 Council Member Barron.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Madam Public

          7  Advocate, I just wanted to rise to invite my

          8  colleagues today at 4:00 p.m., his excellency, the

          9  Honorable Robert Mogabay from Zimbabwe, will be

         10  visiting City Hall. It will be hosted by myself and

         11  members of the Black, Latino and Asian Caucus, and I

         12  would like to invite all of my colleagues down to

         13  the Red Room at 4:00 p.m. to receive his Excellency,

         14  the Honorable Robert Mogabay from the Nation of,

         15  African Nation of Zimbabwe.

         16                 Thank you.

         17                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         18  Member Lopez.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: Thank you,

         20  Madam Chair.

         21                 I am raising to this occasion to

         22  announce to the Council that the Public Advocate and

         23  I, together with 20 other Council members, have

         24  introduced a bill today to fix something that is

         25  terribly, terribly wrong and that should never
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          2  happen.

          3                 At 12:00 on the remainder of the day,

          4  I was in Pier 11 with 50 members of the disabled

          5  community who are users of wheelchairs. They tried

          6  to board one of the vessels called "New York

          7  Waterways," and when they tried to board one of the

          8  vessels, they were in line to get in. The boat

          9  immediately departured and did not allow them to

         10  come in. Denying them access, violating laws that we

         11  have approved in this City, violating every

         12  sensitivity that can be put in this City about the

         13  rights of people with disabilities.

         14                 Immediately after that happened, I

         15  departure from Pier 11 and I went to the Human Right

         16  Commission with the 50 of them to file a complaint.

         17                 And it's precisely for that reason

         18  that we're filing for today Intro. 261, because

         19  wheelchair users and blind people are not allowed to

         20  use the Waterway fares, meanwhile they are using tax

         21  dollars payers to subsidize that system.

         22                 I hope that all of the members of the

         23  Council sign to this bill, and I couldn't believe

         24  when I saw today by my own eyes the denial of the

         25  waterway to allow them to board in that vote today.
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          2                 Thank you very much.

          3                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

          4  Council member.

          5                 Council Member DeBlasio.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER DeBLASIO: Thank you,

          7  Madam Chair.

          8                 Two items that are being introduced

          9  today. Resolution 470, which speaks to a very, very

         10  troubling situation, and one that I was involved

         11  with a few months ago. I joined members of the

         12  United Federation of Teachers and a number of other

         13  unions outside the headquarters of United Cerebral

         14  Palsy of New York, an organization that one would

         15  think would be in the forefront of trying to help

         16  everyone, including their own workers, but

         17  unfortunately the management of United Cerebral

         18  Palsy is avoiding, very aggressively avoiding any

         19  opportunity to work with its employees and to act in

         20  good faith and to negotiate a fair contract with its

         21  members. And it's crucial that this body support

         22  Resolution 470 and sign onto it to send a message to

         23  United Cerebral Palsy to live up to its philosophy

         24  and its employees with as much consideration as it

         25  does those it serves.
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          2                 Secondly, a very, very important

          3  issue in the aftermath of September 11th, and a way

          4  that we can act productively to try and do something

          5  positive for our communities after this tragedy.

          6                 Resolution 467, related to Liberty

          7  Bonds, I ask for all of you please to support the

          8  Speaker and Council Member Gerson and I.

          9                 This resolution calls for the State

         10  and the City to make greater use of Liberty Bonds as

         11  a method to finance affordable housing.

         12                 To date, where Liberty Bonds have

         13  been used to finance housing, very little of that

         14  housing has been affordable, and it is crucial that

         15  we take this huge amount of new funding and ensure

         16  that it help revitalize our City, including those in

         17  greatest need of affordable housing. So, please join

         18  us on resolution 467. Thank you.

         19                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         20  Member Jackson.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Thank you,

         22  Madam Chair.

         23                 My fellow colleagues, I rise today to

         24  ask you to support Resolution 470, which deals with

         25  the labor agreement with the United Federation of
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          2  Teachers, the union that's representing the workers

          3  at UCP.

          4                 And I attended a picket of their

          5  board meeting just a couple of months ago, and I

          6  spoke to workers and a majority of the workers there

          7  said to me they have to work two jobs in order to

          8  try to support their families because their salary

          9  is not enough to even pay their rent. And they said

         10  to me that they haven't had a contract since July of

         11  1999, and ladies and gents, today's date is now

         12  September 12th, the Year 2002.

         13                 When you think about how much money

         14  you earn as Council members, I want you to consider

         15  the workers at UPC, knowing that they earn

         16  approximately one-fifth, one-fifth of what you earn,

         17  and can you imagine trying to feed your family of

         18  one-fifth of what you earn? When you think about

         19  that, today I ask you to please sign onto Resolution

         20  470. Thank you.

         21                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         22  Member Oddo.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Thank you, Madam

         24  Public Advocate.

         25                 I rise today, and I hope that my
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          2  colleagues are receptive to what I'm about to say. I

          3  hope I articulate it enough. I'm not looking to stir

          4  any controversy, and I don't certainly know anything

          5  to rise from the grave several weeks ago, but like

          6  everybody else, I was in front of the TV and at

          7  various memorials yesterday, and was impacted by,

          8  there was a great spirit in this town following

          9  September 11th, and as sad as yesterday was, there

         10  was a great spirit in all five boroughs yesterday.

         11                 This Council has come together and I

         12  think done a very good job in very difficult

         13  circumstances. I think the story really is

         14  unwritten, our best work is ahead, but that's a rant

         15  for another time.

         16                 I hope that from this point on each

         17  member of this body will refrain from rhetoric,

         18  hyperbole or jokes about slapping, not slapping,

         19  kicking, not kicking, or anything to that effect.

         20                 I had a conversation with Council

         21  Member Barron. I sent him a letter after the

         22  incident. He called me like a gentleman. We spoke. I

         23  think we had a good exchange on the phone. But I

         24  can't help but think that if Jimmy Oddo had made

         25  comments like that, it would be the leading item in
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          2  this body today, the first Stated Council Meeting

          3  after it happened.

          4                 I know I'm going to try to conduct

          5  myself in a manner that even when we disagree on

          6  passionate items that we hold ourselves to a

          7  different level, and I ask each of you to kind of

          8  reflect on yesterday and incorporate that goodwill

          9  into this body when we have heated discussion.

         10                 Thank you.

         11                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         12  Member Dilan.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: Yes, I just

         14  wanted to just take a moment to acknowledge the

         15  election of my predecessor and father to the State

         16  Senate, Martin Malave-Dilan, who has served with

         17  many members of this body.

         18                 I also wanted to acknowledge the

         19  successful campaign for my colleague, Ruben Diaz,

         20  who barely got a chance to keep his seat warm. It's

         21  a good thing the Speaker changed the legislation,

         22  because he would have got that chair for 35 bucks,

         23  and that would have been a good value.

         24                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         25  Member Davis.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER DAVIS: Yes, I would

          3  like to just stand and rise and address, in my area

          4  of the 35th Councilmanic District of Prospect

          5  Heights and Clinton Hill, the Mayor's Administration

          6  has been attempting to move our transient hotels

          7  into my district without the notification to the

          8  community boards and also to the City Council. I'm

          9  saying to the Mayor as he did this operation over in

         10  Queens, and Borough President Helen Marshall said

         11  she was outraged, that we will stand up to any

         12  attempt by the Mayor's Administration to move in

         13  homeless shelters without community input.

         14                 There is a Uniform Land Use Review

         15  Process. The community Board should be at least

         16  notified. There should be discussion and I stand to

         17  remind the Mayor and the Mayor's Administration that

         18  there is a partnership between the City Council and

         19  the Mayor, as well as our Borough Presidents.

         20                 So, to the residents in Prospect

         21  Heights, and I stand with you in the Prospect

         22  Heights Action Coalition, and to the residents of

         23  Fort Green, I join with you in the Fort Green action

         24  for a fair community. We will not sit by idly and

         25  allow this to take place. We will stand with you,
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          2  and we do believe that there should be a fair

          3  process, and your input is very important.

          4                 So, Mr. Mayor, remember there is a

          5  partnership between the City Council, the government

          6  and your administration.

          7                 Thank you.

          8                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          9  Member Felder.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Thank you.

         11  Madam Public Advocate, and fellow Council members,

         12  it's a Jewish custom at this time of the year to ask

         13  for forgiveness from one's friends and colleagues.

         14  Like many of you I believe that the work we do in

         15  this Chamber is of extreme importance and can impact

         16  the lives of every New Yorker.

         17                 Therefore, not surprising that

         18  debates often become heated between Council Members.

         19  There's nothing wrong with this.

         20                 In fact, if we didn't passionately

         21  advocate on behalf of our constituents, we would not

         22  be doing our job.

         23                 We must also remember that

         24  disagreeing passionately on certain issues does not

         25  preclude us from working together on others.
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          2                 However, if there's anything that I

          3  said or did to any one of my colleagues, hurt you in

          4  any way, or to the staff as well, I want to

          5  apologize at this time and thank you.

          6                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          7  Member Serrano, I call you to vote.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER SERRANO: Thank you.

          9  Please excuse my tardiness. I vote aye on all Land

         10  Use Call-Ups, and aye on all the items on the

         11  General Order Calendar.

         12                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

         13  Council member.

         14                 Council Member Perkins.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Thank you

         16  very much.

         17                 I want to call my colleagues'

         18  attention to Reso 469, which I introduced. It's the

         19  Innocence Protection Act of 2001.  DNA evidence has

         20  recently been taking center stage in the criminal

         21  justice process as a means of proving a person's

         22  innocence or guilt.

         23                 It has emerged as the most reliable

         24  method for identifying criminals when biological

         25  evidence is available.
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          2                 But our federal laws are lacking

          3  standards in how to allow such evidence into court.

          4  The Innocence Protection Act of 2001, known as HR

          5  912 and S486, amends the federal judicial code to

          6  allow a person convicted of a federal crime to apply

          7  for DNA testing in order to support a claim that the

          8  person did not commit the federal crime of which the

          9  person was convicted or any other offense that may

         10  have been influential on the person's sentencing.

         11                 The bill has 241 sponsors in the

         12  House and 30 in the Senate. In July it was approved

         13  by the Senate's Judiciary Committee. It sets forth,

         14  one, guidelines for the court to use in order in DNA

         15  testing, post testing procedures, provisions

         16  regarding preservation of evidence, criminal

         17  penalties for destroying or altering DNA evidence,

         18  and provisions regarding post conviction, DNA

         19  testing and state criminal justice systems.

         20                 It prohibits the State from denying

         21  Death Row inmates applications for DNA testing if

         22  specified conditions apply, provides grants to

         23  prosecutors for DNA testing programs, would hold

         24  funds from states not complying with standards for

         25  capital representation, increases compensation in
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          2  federal cases, and sets forth state compensation

          3  provisions in cases where an individual is unjustly

          4  sentenced to death.

          5                 This is an important federal bill

          6  with immense ramifications for this City and State.

          7  It is my hope that with a strong message from this

          8  Council, our representatives in Washington will go

          9  forth and do the right thing. And I hope that my

         10  colleagues would join me with regard to this

         11  resolution.

         12                 Thank you very much.

         13                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

         14  Council member.

         15                 Council Member Avella.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Thank you,

         17  Madam Public Advocate.

         18                 I'd just like to inform my colleagues

         19  of Intro. 260 which is an attempt to straighten out

         20  the confusion between the Department of Buildings

         21  and Housing Preservation and Development.

         22                 Presently both agencies have

         23  overlapping jurisdiction; however, they both have

         24  two different systems for categorization of

         25  violations. One has A through D, with A being the
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          2  most serious, the other has D through A, with A

          3  being the most minor, so this bill would make the

          4  two agencies categorize between the two of them so

          5  that there's one simple system, so that homeowners,

          6  builders, can understand what type of violation

          7  they're getting, and thereby rectify the violations

          8  easier.

          9                 Thank you.

         10                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you.

         11                 Council Member Brewer.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Thank you very

         13  much.

         14                 I want to join my colleague and thank

         15  Council Member Avella on the resolution, I mean the

         16  Intro. 260. I want to say that this is a beginning

         17  of working, trying to get Buildings and HPD to work

         18  together. As an example, I just did a ceiling to

         19  floor inspection with the two agencies, and, first

         20  of all, the problems in terms of their collaboration

         21  were so intense that one agency cannot communicate

         22  with the others, so one agency waited downstairs for

         23  two hours, while the other agency was upstairs for

         24  two hours, and then we had to redo the entire

         25  inspection. Some of the problems were those that
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          2  will be addressed by this particular bill. But this

          3  is the beginning of hopefully working with the

          4  agencies to get them to collaborate better so that

          5  services are provided for owners and tenants in a

          6  much more collaborative fashion.

          7                 I urge everyone to support this bill,

          8  and I thank my colleague Council Member Avella.

          9                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         10  Member Weprin.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: I rise in

         12  support of Intro. 264 and 265. Recent State

         13  legislation allows localities to raise the income

         14  levels at which disabled persons would seem to

         15  qualify for a reduced property tax exemption, as

         16  well as senior citizens.

         17                 Because New York City has a high cost

         18  of living, the City should provide disabled persons

         19  and seniors with the greatest amount of property tax

         20  relief allowable by the State by raising its income

         21  levels for purposes of the exemption, so that the

         22  greatest number of disabled and seniors property

         23  owners will qualify for the largest allowable

         24  exemption.

         25                 I urge my colleagues to join in
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          2  co-sponsoring 264 and 265.

          3                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

          4  Council member.

          5                 Council Member Diaz.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER DIAZ: Thank you, Madam

          7  Chairlady.

          8                 I want to express my appreciation,

          9  and my sincere gratitude to my Speaker.

         10                 Mr. Speaker? Mr. Speaker? Mr.

         11  Speaker? I just want publicly to express my

         12  appreciation, my heartfelt thanks to you, for your

         13  support. You came to the Bronx to campaign with me,

         14  to vote, to accompany me to the voting booth, you

         15  are a great man, I love you, and I love all my

         16  colleagues. I love you, Madam Chairlady. Thank you.

         17                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBUAM: Council

         18  Member Sears.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Thank you,

         20  Madam Advocate.

         21                 I'm asking today for my colleagues to

         22  consider resolution 471, and I'd like to explain

         23  why.

         24                 A young woman by the name of Debbie

         25  Smith was raped in 1989 in the State of Virginia.
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          2  For six years the case remained unsolved. After six

          3  years, through DNA testing of Debbie Smith's rape

          4  kit, the man who raped her was discovered.

          5                 It is believed that 150,000 to

          6  500,000 rape kits have not been tested for DNA. One

          7  of the reasons for the delay is the fact that Police

          8  Department's throughout the country lack funding to

          9  train their officers to do the testing on these

         10  kits.

         11                 Carolyn Maloney of the House of

         12  Representatives is one of the authors of HR 2874,

         13  and this bill, along with the companion bill, S

         14  2055, will provide federal funding to carry out DNA

         15  testing of these rape kits, and allow information to

         16  be entered into a database of convicted sex

         17  offenders.

         18                 The State would be required to adhere

         19  to uniformed standards, and help in training by

         20  establishing a sexual assault nurse examiner

         21  program.

         22                 I can't stress how important this is,

         23  and we should support and get this through the House

         24  of Representatives and the Senate.

         25                 I thank you.
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          2                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you.

          3                 Anybody else?

          4                 I'm going to reread the roll call,

          5  the changed vote.

          6                 All items on today's General Order

          7  Calendar were adopted by a vote of 48 in the

          8  affirmative, zero in the negative, zero abstentions,

          9  with the exception of Intro. 156-A, which has 42 in

         10  the affirmative, four in the negative, two

         11  abstentions.

         12                 And revised Land Use Call-Up in the

         13  affirmative 48.

         14                 And the meeting is now adjourned.

         15                 (Hearing concluded at 3:03 p.m.)
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          3

          4

          5     STATE OF NEW YORK   )

          6     COUNTY OF NEW YORK  )

          7

          8

          9                 I, CINDY MILLELOT, a Certified

         10  Shorthand Reporter and Notary Public in and for the

         11  State of New York, do hereby certify that the

         12  foregoing is a true and accurate transcript of the

         13  within proceeding.

         14                 I further certify that I am not

         15  related to any of the parties to this action by

         16  blood or marriage, and that I am in no way

         17  interested in the outcome of this matter.

         18                 IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto

         19  set my hand this 12th day of September 2002.
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