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COMMITTEE ON PARKS AND RECREATION

Joseph P.  Addabbo, Jr., Chair

May 5, 2003

Int.  No.  437-A


BY: 
Council Members Addabbo, Jr., Avella, Fidler, Gioia, Nelson, Quinn, Sears, Vallone, Jr., Barron, Comrie, Davis, Jackson, Koppell, Liu, McMahon, Sanders, Jr., Stewart, Weprin, Gallagher, Lanza and Oddo
Title:
In relation to naming eighty thoroughfares and public places, Chief John Moran Way, Borough of Queens, Firefighter Thomas R. Kelly Avenue, Borough of Queens, Firefighter Michael J. Elferis Street, Borough of Queens, Firefighter Carl John Bedigian Road, Borough of Queens, Firefighter Michael Bocchino Street, Borough of Brooklyn, Yvette Nicole Moreno Place, Borough of The Bronx, Firefighter Michael Ragusa Way, Borough of Brooklyn, Dianne T. Signer Drive, Borough of Queens, Frank Koestner Avenue, Borough of Queens, Christina Donovan-Flannery Avenue, Borough of Queens, P.O. Paul Talty Way, Borough of Queens, Firefighter Thomas McCann Place, Borough of Queens, Jason M. Sekzer Memorial Place, Borough of Queens, Felicia Hamilton Way, Borough of Queens, Vito J. De Leo Avenue, Borough of Staten Island, Lisa Spina Trerotola Avenue, Borough of Staten Island, Firefighter Jay Ogren Avenue, Borough of Staten Island, Margaret A. Alario Avenue, Borough of Staten Island, Firefighter Frank Palumbo Avenue, Borough of Staten Island, Harry Taback Avenue, Borough of Staten Island, Paul J. Simon Avenue, Borough of Staten Island, John Di Fato Avenue, Borough of Staten Island, Firefighter Patrick Byrne Ladder 101, FDNY Avenue, Borough of Staten Island, Firefighter Peter J. Carroll Street, Borough of Staten Island, Arthur Warren Scullin Way, Borough of Queens, Clinton Davis, Sr. Road, Borough of Queens, Firefighter Stephen G. Siller Way, Borough of Staten Island, Sandra Conaty Brace Way, Borough of Staten Island, Clement A. Fumando Way, Borough of Staten Island, Firefighter Sean S. Hanley Way, Borough of Staten Island, Officer Donald A. Foreman Way, Borough of Staten Island, Firefighter Kenneth B. Kumpel Way, Borough of Staten Island, Firefighter James M. Gray Way, Borough of Staten Island, Daniela R. Notaro Way, Borough of Staten Island, Firefighter James Pappageorge Way, Borough of Queens, Firefighter Joseph A. Mascali Way, Borough of Staten Island, Joseph P. Spor, Jr. Way, Borough of The Bronx, FF Stephen P. Russell Memorial Drive, Borough of Queens, James Marcel Cartier Way, Borough of Queens, Firefighter Paul Gill Street, Borough of Queens, 100th Infantry Division Boulevard, Borough of Queens, James J. Saunders Boulevard, Borough of Brooklyn, Anthony Brizzi Place, Borough of Brooklyn, St. Mary Star of the Sea Way, Borough of Brooklyn, Martense Lane, Borough of Brooklyn, Judge Charles J. Beckinella Place, Borough of Brooklyn, Mizanur Rahman Way, Borough of Brooklyn, Reverend Clyde Hambrick Avenue, Borough of The Bronx, Father Joseph M. Elliott Place, Borough of The Bronx, Vietnam Veterans of America Lane, Borough of Queens, Korean War Veterans Memorial Drive, Borough of Queens, Rawson Street, Borough of Queens, Lowery Street, Borough of Queens, Bliss Street, Borough of Queens, Edward Fowley Way, Borough of Queens, Theresa Crawford Way, Borough of Queens, The Honorable Louis Sangiorgio Plaza, Borough of Staten Island, Merchant Marine Memorial Plaza, Borough of Staten Island, Carlo Denino Way, Borough of Staten Island, Louis Armstrong Place, Borough of Queens, Lena Azizo Cymbrowitz Way, Borough of Brooklyn, Dave Van Ronk Street, Borough of Manhattan, Cherry Lane, Borough of Manhattan, Pat La Frieda Lane, Borough of Manhattan, Library Way, Borough of Manhattan, Ruby Jacobs Walk, Borough of Brooklyn, Mitchell Wesson Place, Borough of Brooklyn, Miguel Cariño Way, Borough of The Bronx, Astin Jacobo Way, Borough of The Bronx, Marshall C. England Way, Borough of The Bronx, Michael Reidy Pathway, Borough of The Bronx, Hon. Pauline Rhodd-Cummings Drive, Borough of Queens, Gloria Warshofsky Memorial Place, Borough of Queens, The Reverend Martin Luther King, Jr. Avenue, Borough of The Bronx, Firefighters John Downing, Brian Fahey and Harry Ford Way, Borough of Queens, School Settlement Way, Borough of Brooklyn, Adam Vineski Walk, Borough of Brooklyn, Nicholas Polonski Walk, Borough of Brooklyn, The Claude Brown Corner, Borough of Manhattan, Manchild Way, Borough of Manhattan, the REPEAL of Section 39 of Local Law 6 of 2003 and the REPEAL of Section 91 of Local Law 6 of 2003.
Int. No. 373


BY:

Council Members McMahon, Comrie, Gennaro, Jackson, 

Nelson and Weprin

TITLE:
A Local Law in relation to naming Merchant Marine 

Memorial Plaza, Borough of Staten Island.

Comment:

On May 5, 2003, the Committee on Parks and Recreation will hold a hearing to consider a bill renaming thoroughfares and public places.  The Council acts upon the authority granted in Title 25 of the New York City Administrative Code, section 102.1 (b), which states:

b. 
Unless the local law specifically provides otherwise, any local law changing  the name of a street, park, playground or portion thereof, or any facility or structure, located and laid out on the  city  map,  that bears a name indicated on the city map shall not be construed to require a  change  in  such  name  as it is indicated on the city map; provided, however, that in the case of a local law changing the name of  a  street or  portion thereof, the name added by such local law shall be posted on a sign placed adjacent to or near a sign bearing the name of such street or portion thereof indicated on the city map.


The following street name changes are not to be construed as a change in the City map, but as additional names to be posted near or adjacent to the street or location indicated on the City map.   Also, Int. No. 373 will be filed, as it is included with the other name changes.

Background:

On September 11, 2001 at 8:45 A.M.  American Airlines Flight 11, a jet carrying 92 passengers that was hijacked on a flight from Boston, Massachusetts, crashed into the north tower of the World Trade Center.  The impact of the jet tore a huge hole in the building and set it afire, trapping hundreds of people on the upper floors.  At 9:03 A.M.  a second hijacked jet airliner, United Airlines Flight 175, with 65 passengers also out of Boston, crashed into the south tower of the World Trade Center.  The plane exploded causing a fire that trapped everyone in the building who was above the point of impact.  Within the next ninety minutes both towers collapsed.

Despite the heroic efforts of New York City’s Fire Department, Police Department, Emergency Services Unit, and hundreds of civilians, more than 2,800 people were killed when the World Trade Center came down.  Included among the casualties were firefighters, police officers, emergency medical technicians, airline passengers and crewmembers, those who worked or had business in the World Trade Center, and civilians on the ground.  It is the view of the New York City Council, and millions of Americans, that all of the people who lost their lives in this terrorist attack are heroes as well as victims.  Today we celebrate their lives and mourn their passing by naming the following streets in honor of those heroes.  

While honoring them, we also acknowledge that it is but a modest gesture when compared to their great and ultimate sacrifice.  This is the fifth piece of legislation that the Council has considered to rename streets and other public places in their honor.  The following forty sections of the bill are to honor these individuals.
Section 1. Chief John Moran Way, Borough of Queens
Introduced by Council Member Addabbo, Jr.
July 16, 1959 - September 11, 2001
Section 2. Firefighter Thomas R. Kelly Avenue, Borough of Queens
Introduced by Council Member Addabbo, Jr.
February 13, 1962 - September 11, 2001
Section 3. Firefighter Michael J. Elferis Street, Borough of Queens
Introduced by Council Member Avella
October 14, 1973 - September 11, 2001
Section 4. Firefighter Carl John Bedigian Road, Borough of Queens
Introduced by Council Member Avella
August 31, 1966 - September 11, 2001
Section 5. Firefighter Michael Bocchino Street, Borough of Brooklyn
Introduced by Council Member DeBlasio
November 25, 1955 - Septermber 11, 2001
Section 6. Yvette Nicole Moreno Place, Borough of The Bronx
Introduced by Council Member Espada
October 4, 1976 - September 11, 2001
Section 7. Firefighter Michael Ragusa Way, Borough of Brooklyn
Introduced by Council Member Fidler
July 30, 1972 - September 11, 2001
Section 8. Dianne T. Signer Drive, Borough of Queens
Introduced by Council Member Gallagher
March 23, 1969 - September 11, 2001
Section 9. Frank Koestner Avenue, Borough of Queens
Introduced by Council Member Gallagher
August 24, 1953 - September 11, 2001
Section 10. Christina Donovan-Flannery Avenue, Borough of Queens
Introduced by Council Member Gallagher
August 10, 1975 - September 11, 2001
Section 11. P.O. Paul Talty Way, Borough of Queens
Introduced by Council Member Gioia
November 23, 1960 - September 11, 2001
Section 12. Firefighter Thomas McCann Place, Borough of Queens
Introduced by Council Member Gioia
February 19, 1955 - September 11, 2001
Section 13. Jason M. Sekzer Memorial Place, Borough of Queens
Introduced by Council Member Gioia
June 5, 1970 - September 11, 2001
Section 14. Felicia Hamilton Way, Borough of Queens
Introduced by Council Member Gioia
June 20, 1939 - September 11, 2001
Section 15. Vito J. De Leo Avenue, Borough of Staten Island
Introduced by Council Member Lanza
March 23, 1960 - September 11, 2001
Section 16. Lisa Spina Trerotola Avenue, Borough of Staten Island
Introduced by Council Member Lanza
September 30, 1964 - September 11, 2001
Section 17. Firefighter Jay Ogren Avenue, Borough of Staten Island
Introduced by Council Member Lanza
December 28, 1970 - September 11, 2001
Section 18. Margaret A. Alario Avenue, Borough of Staten Island
Introduced by Council Member Lanza
September 18, 1959 - September 11, 2001
Section 19. Firefighter Frank Palumbo Avenue, Borough of Staten Island
Introduced by Council Member Lanza
March 14, 1956 - September 11, 2001
Section 20. Harry Taback Avenue, Borough of Staten Island
Introduced by Council Member Lanza
April 22, 1945 - September 11, 2001
Section 21. Paul J. Simon Avenue, Borough of Staten Island
Introduced by Council Member Lanza
March 31, 1947 - September 11, 2001
Section 22. John Di Fato Avenue, Borough of Staten Island
Introduced by Council Member Lanza
August 31, 1962 - September 11, 2001
Section 23. Firefighter Patrick Byrne Ladder 101, FDNY Avenue, Borough of Staten Island
Introduced by Council Member Lanza
July 22, 1962 - September 11, 2001
Section 24. Firefighter Peter J. Carroll, Borough of Staten Island
Introduced by Council Member Lanza
May 4, 1959 - Septermber 11, 2001
Section 25. Arthur Warren Scullin Way, Borough of Queens
Introduced by Council Member Liu
May 7, 1944 - September 11, 2001
Section 26. Clinton Davis, Sr. Road, Borough of Queens
Introduced by Council Member Liu
November 12, 1962 - September 11, 2001
Section 27. Firefighter Stephen G. Siller Way, Borough of Staten Island
Introduced by Council Member McMahon
November 15, 1966 - September 11, 2001
Section 28. Sandra Conaty Brace Way, Borough of Staten Island
Introduced by Council Member McMahon
November 18, 1940 - September 11, 2001
Section 29. Clement A. Fumando Way, Borough of Staten Island
Introduced by Council Member McMahon
February 18, 1942 - September 11, 2001
Section 30. Firefighter Sean S. Hanley Way, Borough of Staten Island
Introduced by Council Member McMahon
June 18, 1966 - September 11, 2001
Section 31. Officer Donald A. Foreman Way, Borough of Staten Island
Introduced by Council Member McMahon
February 4, 1948 - September 11, 2001
Section 32. Firefighter Kenneth B. Kumpel Way, Borough of Staten Island
Introduced by Council Member McMahon
December 30, 1958 - September 11, 2001
Section 33. Firefighter James M. Gray Way, Borough of Staten Island
Introduced by Council Member McMahon
November 8, 1966 - September 11, 2001
Section 34. Daniela R. Notaro Way, Borough of Staten Island
Introduced by Council Member McMahon
April 23, 1976 - September 11, 2001
Section 35. Firefighter James Pappageorge Way, Borough of Queens
Introduced by Council Member Monserrate
March 23, 1972 - September 11, 2001
Section 36. Firefighter Joseph A. Mascali Way, Borough of Staten Island
Introduced by Council Member Oddo
December 2, 1956 - September 11, 2001
Section 37. Joseph P. Spor, Jr. Way, Borough of The Bronx
Introduced by Council Member Rivera
July 21, 1966 - September 11, 2001
Section 38. FF Stephen P. Russell Memorial Drive, Borough of Queens
Introduced by Council Member Sanders, Jr.
May 19, 1961 - September 11, 2001
Section 39. James Marcel Cartier Way, Borough of Queens
Introduced by Council Members Sears and Monserrate
June 22, 1975 - September 11, 2001
Section 40. Firefighter Paul Gill Street, Borough of Queens
Introduced by Council Member Vallone, Jr.
April 11, 1967 - September 11, 2001
Section 41. 100th Infantry Division Boulevard, Borough of Queens
Introduced by Council Member Avella

Less than twelve months after the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor, the 100th Infantry Division was activated at Fort Jackson, South Carolina, with an enlisted cadre principally from the 76th Infantry Division and an officer cadre from the Army at large.  From activation through V-E day and beyond, the 100th was commanded by Major General Withers A. Burress, and was thus one of only 11 U.S. Army divisions to be led by the same commanding general throughout the Second World War.


The Division went into combat in early November 1944 as part of the U.S. Seventh Army’s VI Corps, with the mission of penetrating the German Winter Line in the High Vosges Mountains on the edge of the oft-disputed province of Alsace.  In the brutal fighting that ensued, the division stubbornly resisted all attempts at envelopment, and despite heavy casualties, the 100th completely disrupted the German offensive.  Ultimately, the 100th Division captured the Citadel of Bitche in March 1945 and passed through the Siegfreid Line into Germany.


In all, in 185 days of uninterrupted ground combat, the 100th Infantry Division liberated and captured over 400 cities, towns and villages, defeated major elements of eight German divisions, and took 13, 351 prisoners.  In doing so, it sustained 916 soldiers killed in action, 3,656 wounded and lost 180 men missing in action.  The surviving members of the 100th Infantry have asked for this sign to be placed in honor of an entire division, all heroes.

Section 42. James J. Saunders Boulevard, Borough of Brooklyn
Introduced by Council Member Barron
March 1, 1932 - March 2, 2002

James J. Saunders, a man with a big heart, was born to James Saunders and Havanna Brown on March 1, 1932 in Enfield, North Carolina.  He attended Enfield High School and worked part time as the school’s bus driver.  In 1956, he moved to New York City.  On August 3, 1957, he married his childhood sweet heart, Blanche Lee Whitaker-Crowell in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania.  They had five children and extended their family by adopting six other children.  To support such a large family, James worked overtime.  He was initially employed by Ready Records in Freeport, Long Island, then by Times Square Stores in Brooklyn.  He found a solid future with the New York City Transit Authority where he worked for 20 years, until his retirement.


James never tired of helping neither his family nor the people of the community.  His commitment never waned throughout, witnessed by decades of service. He served as President of many block and community associations, was a member of Brooklyn Community Board 5, member of the Martin Luther King, Jr. Park Beautification Committee, and Deacon of Messiah Missionary Baptist Church.

Section 43. Anthony Brizzi Place, Borough of Brooklyn
Introduced by Council Member DeBlasio
 September 7, 1934 - May 30, 2000
Anthony was born on September 7, 1934, and was a life long resident of the Borough Park section of Brooklyn. Anthony and his brothers went into the family Business, The Brizzi Funeral Home.


As a resident of the community, Anthony was very aware of the needs of his community and had demonstrated an unending concern to their resolution. To this end he associated himself with the five parishes that encompassed his community by serving on their religious and civic committees. Anthony and his brother Nick were very involved in the funding of the Council of Neighborhood Organizations, where Anthony served as Vice-President for 15 years.


On May 20, 2000, Mr. Anthony “Butch” Brizzi passed away and is greatly missed by all.

Section 44. St. Mary Star of the Sea Way, Borough of Brooklyn
Introduced by Council Member DeBlasio

In 1851, Archbishop John Hughes of New York established the Parish of St. Mary’s Star of the Sea.  The need for the new parish in South Brooklyn and Red Hook was necessitated because of the large concentration of immigrant laborers with the boom of shipping at the docks of Erie Basin and Gowanus Canal.  The cornerstone of the church was laid on July 17, 1853 and dedicated on April 29, 1855 by Bishop Bacon.  The building still stands to this day as the house of worship for the parishinors of St. Mary Star of the Sea.  Today, the parish is one of over three hundred Roman Catholic parishes in the Diocese of Brooklyn.  Much has changed in the last 150 years, but through it all, St. Mary Star of the Sea has been there like the star in the sky guiding home the weary to their home in Brooklyn.

Section 45. Martense Lane, Borough of Brooklyn
Introduced by Council Member DeBlasio

The Brooklyn Heritage Association has requested that this supplemental street name be added to honor a piece of road that had a historical role in the American Revolution.  At that time, and until the adoption of the modern street grid in the Town of Flatbush, Martense Lane was a colonial-era dirt road that connected the Gowanus Road at 35th Street and Fourth Avenue with the Flatbush Road (now Avenue) at the Dutch Reformed Church.  Martense was one of the principal British routes of advance.  Starting from Gravesend, the British center marched to New Utrecht, near the Dutch Reformed Church, and then north.  This force, mostly Hessians and Scots Highlanders, turned east and proceeded down Church Lane (now Avenue) to the Dutch Reformed Church, where they camped.  They skirmished with the Americans, and the Continental Army burned the Lefferts Homestead.  The next day they proceeded up Flatbush Road to attack the Americans at Battle Pass in Prospect Park.


Part of the British left marched up Old New Utrecht and down Martense Lane, and began the Battle of Long Island at the intersection of Martense and Gowanus at about 2 AM on August 27th.  They met American forces under William Alexander and Lord Sterling, who later attacked the British at the Old Stone House, and sustained 256 dead, mostly from the Maryland Battalion, to cover the American retreat towards the Brooklyn Ferry.


Martense Lane is part of the New York State American Revolution Heritage Trail in Brooklyn.

Section 46. Judge Charles J. Beckinella Place, Borough of Brooklyn
Introduced by Council Member DeBlasio
1904 - 1982


From 1946 until his passing in 1982, Judge Beckinella maintained his primary residence on President Street.  Judge Beckinella’s impressive carreer of elected and appointed offices spanned decades.  He blazed a trail for future generations of Italian-Americans to rise to prestigious positions in the fields of law and politics.  While his neighbors on President Street knew of and respected Judge Beckinella for his stature, they remember him as a community-minded individual who swept his own sidewalk, was cordial to his neighbors, and was always willing to help out neighbors in need, particularly the poor, with legal and personal problems.


Judge Beckinella was first elected to the New York State Assembly in 1937, for the 8th District in Brooklyn.  He was elected as a Judge of the Municiple Court in 1944.  In 1955 he was appointed as a Justice of the Supreme Court, Kings County by Governor Averill Harriman.  In 1968, he was elected to another term as a Supreme Court Justice.    In his career of 51 years, 43 of which were spent in elected office, Judge Beckinella was happy for the opportunity of serving the people and helping to affect the lives of everyone in positive ways.  He retired from the State Supreme Court on December 31, 1979 at 76 years of age. 

Section 47. Mizanur Rahman Way, Borough of Brooklyn
Introduced by Council Member Dilan
1965 - August 11, 2002

Mizanur Rahman was born in Dhaka, Bangladesh. Growing up, Mizanur dreamed of pursuing a career journalism. He also had a strong affinity for the fine art of photography. Mizanur was able to combine his interests in journalism and photography and turn it into a successful career in photojournalism.

Mizanur grew to become one of the most respected photojournalists in Bangladesh. He covered many important events. While in Bangladesh, Miznaur met his wife Farzana Rahmen. In December of 1999, Mizanur decided to come to America and seek greater financial opportunities for his wife and son, Sheikh Mohammed Menhazur Raqhman.

Upon arriving in America, Mizanur settled in the City Line section of Brooklyn. City Line was already known in Bangladesh as a thriving community for immigrants from Bangladesh. He quickly joined the local mosque and became an active member of the Bengali community in City Line, Brooklyn. Mizanur also worked in the restaurant industry where his work ethic left an incredible impression on his colleagues.

In what came to be known as a case of mistaken identity, Mizanur Rahman was beaten to death by a mob of young men on August 11, 2002. On that hot night, Mizanur Rahman was innocently walking home from work and was killed on the very block, Forbell Street and Liberty Avenue, that Mizanur and many other Bengalis call home.

Mizanur Rahman is survived by his wife, Farzana Rahman and his nine-year old son, Sheikh Mohammed Menhazur Rahman.

Section 48. Reverend Clyde Hambrick Avenue, Borough of The Bronx
Introduced by Council Member Espada
 September 13, 1928 - May 30, 2001


Reverend Clyde Hambrick was born in Welch, West Virginia on September 13, 1928. He was educated in the Gary District School System in West Virginia and later attended the “School for Computer Programming.” He became one of the first Black computer programmers in New York City. While still in West Virginia, Reverend Hambrick was employed by the Untied States Steel Company as a coal miner. Upon relocating to New York City in 1963, he was employed at the Victoria Laundry, The United Sates Postal Service and as Pastor of Green Pasture Baptist Church for the last 28 years of his life.


Reverend Hambrick was an active civil leader involved with counseling and referral services and a homeless program which fed over 400 homeless people each Thanksgiving. His outreach ministry also included the “Drug Awareness and Counseling Group”, which counseled recovering addicts, “The Christian Education Department”, which helped to educate troubled youth, a “Narcotics Division,” which aimed for a drug-free community, a “Clothing and Food Pantry” and a “Free Vacation Bible School” which took place each summer. Reverend Hambrick also served as the Moderator of the Goodwill Baptist Association (New York City), First Vice Moderator of the General Baptist State Convention in New York City, on the Nomination Committee of the General Baptist State Convention of America and as a member of the Bronx Missionary Workers Union.


Reverend Clyde Hambrick departed this life on May 30, 2001. He was survived by his wife of 52 years, Para; Five daughters, Priscilla (Psychologist), Gwendolyn (Teacher), Pamela (Nurse), Vicki (Teacher) and Tara (Cytotechologist); and one son, Roger (Present Pastor- Green Pasture Church).

Section 49. Father Joseph M. Elliott Place, Borough of The Bronx
Introduced by Council Member Foster
February 4, 1934 - November 2, 2002

The Rev. Joseph Merritt Elliott was a graduate of Dartmouth College and Union Theological Seminary.  Following his graduation from seminary in 1959, the Rt. Rev. Horace W.B. Donegan assigned him to the staff of St. Paul’s, which was at the time a mission of the Diocese of New York.  He was appointed Vicar in 1964; and after the parish became self-supporting again in 1972, he was elected Rector.


He was appointed to the Society of St. John the Theologian by the Rt. Rev. Richard F. Grein, and served as Chaplain for both the Sons of the Revolution in the State of New York and the Venerable Order of St. John of Jerusalem.



He is survived by his wife, Odessa, his mother, Cleeta Davidson Jacoby, his daughter, two grandsons, his sister and neice.

Section 50. Vietnam Veterans of America Lane, Borough of Queens
Introduced by Council Member Gallagher

This sign is being placed to recognize the bravery displayed and the sacrifices made by our veterans from Vietnam, from which more than 50,000 Americans never came home.  United States Senator John Kerry, a Vietnam Veteran, spoke on Veteran’s Day in Washington, DC and stated: 

We remember and celebrate what they were and remain part of – a great nation committed to peace, individual liberty, freedom for all – a nation which outlined in the writing of a constitution fundamental rights which belong to every one of its citizens and which we remember today are worth dying for.  Today – because of those engraved forever on these black panels – we celebrate rights and aspirations that are bigger than any individual and which each of us as individuals are willing to defend with life itself…

The Vietnam soliders, airmen and sailors fought with as much conviction, as much commitment, as much courage and as much selfless sacrifice as soliders in any war.  And we did so with love of country and love of fellow soliders as great as any despite our nations political divisions at home and the difficult circumstances we were required to confront.  This memorial will forever remind the generations to come of that special spirit – the special bond of solider to country and solider to solider.

Section 51. Korean War Veterans Memorial Drive, Borough of Queens
Introduced by Council Member Gallagher

From 1950 to 1953, millions of brave Americans fought to, “defend a country they never knew and a people they never met.” Tens of thousands of United States veterans died on the battlefield and more than 100,000 were injured in battle. Thousands are still unaccounted for, Prisoners of War or Missing in Action.


All those who served sacrificed of themselves to protect a sovereign nation and to preserve freedom and democracy throughout the world. The 50th anniversary of the 1953 Korean Armistic is rapidly approaching. The Korean War has come to be known, by some, as “The Forgotten War”. We must show these veterans, who are entering the twilight of their lives, that we have not forgotten them or the sacrifices that they have made, and that we appreciate the freedom that their efforts have afforded us.


Although this is only a small token of appreciation, it is our hope that when ordinary American citizens pass this sign they will remember the sacrifices that have been made for them and that when veterans pass by they will know that people remember and appreciate what they have done.

Section 52. Rawson Street, Borough of Queens
Introduced by Council Member Gioia

This street reflects the historic name of the 33rd Street and Queens Boulevard in Sunnyside, Queens.  Many Sunnyside business and residents use the old names, and without the historic street names on the signposts, and in the train stations along the number 7 line, these business and the neighborhood lose historic context.  The old name is an integral part of the neighborhood’s identity.

Section 53. Lowery Street, Borough of Queens
Introduced by Council Member Gioia

This street reflects the historic name of the 33rd Street and Queens Boulevard in Sunnyside, Queens.  Many Sunnyside business and residents use the old names, and without the historic street names on the signposts, and in the train stations along the number 7 line, these business and the neighborhood lose historic context.  The old name is an integral part of the neighborhood’s identity.

Section 54. Bliss Street, Borough of Queens
Introduced by Council Member Gioia

This street reflects the historic name of the 33rd Street and Queens Boulevard in Sunnyside, Queens.  Many Sunnyside business and residents use the old names, and without the historic street names on the signposts, and in the train stations along the number 7 line, these business and the neighborhood lose historic context.  The old name is an integral part of the neighborhood’s identity.

Section 55. Edward Fowley Way, Borough of Queens
Introduced by Council Member Gioia
October 30, 1926 - November 18, 1999

Edward J. Fowley was an active community member and neighborhood leader in Woodside, Queens for over 25 years.  Among many other endeavors, he was the president of the Woodside Senior Assistance Center for 21 years and the founder and president of the Woodside Block Association for 10 years.  In 1989, John Cardinal O’Conner invested him as a Knight of the Holy Sepulchre for his charitable participation in community affairs.


Born on October 30, 1926, Edward Fowley is the product of a neighborhood to which he has given so much in return.  When he was honorably discharged as a Staff Sergeant from the United States Army in 1947, he returned to Woodside and eventually purchased Shelly’s Bar and Grill in 1965.  He worked for Councilman Walter McCaffrey for nine years until he died of a heart attack on November 18, 1999.


The site proposed for a dual street sign will honor the selfless contributions that Edward Fowley made to his Woodside community and the leadership positions that he assumed to improve the quality of life in his neighborhood and beyond.

Section 56. Theresa Crawford Way, Borough of Queens
Introduced by Council Member Liu
March 17, 1909 - May 13, 1990

Theresa Crawford was born on March 17, 1909, in Whitestone, New York, to Charles and Theresa Carney Barto. At age 17, Theresa took on the tasks of raising her younger brother Vincent and running a candy store that her mother had purchased on the corner of Burling Street and Holly Avenue in Flushing, NY.


In 1929, Theresa married John Crawford, of Tuckahoe, NY. This union produced two children, Jacqueline in 1936 and John Jr., in 1940. During this  period, Theresa was employed by the New York Telephone Company. She stopped working for a while to raise her children. After returning to work, she attained the position of senior operator and she retired at that level when her health began to fail.


Theresa had three grandchildren; Patricia, Eileen and Dennis, who was killed in a car accident at age 14. Until her dying day she always had an open door policy for family, friends and anyone who was in need. She took in foster Children and raised one of her grandchildren, Eileen. Theresa loved her community and served in a host of organizations in a variety of positions that always aimed to make her community both progressive and safe. She served on the board of the Franconia House, the Holy House, Intermediate School 237 and the 109th precinct. As a member of the Mothers Club she helped to get Crossing Guards, a library and a new wing placed at Public School 24. She was also instrumental in getting sewage systems on Colden Street. When Intermediate School 237 was in the planning stages, she stepped in and saved four of six homes that were scheduled for demolition. When  her beloved Holly Avenue became a major thoroughfare, both to and from IS 237, she had it turned into a one way street.


Theresa Crawford passed away on Mother’s Day, May 13, 1990. She had just began her fourth term as President of the Holly Civics Association.

Section 57. The Honorable Louis Sangiorgio Plaza, Borough of Staten Island
Introduced by Council Member McMahon
August 10, 1929 - October 20, 2002

Louis Sangiorgio was born on Staten Island on August 10, 1929. A lifelong Staten Islander, Justice Sangiorgio graduated from New Dorp High School in 1947. Following graduation, he served in the United States Navy and received his Honorable Discharge in 1949. Justice Sangiorgio was a graduate of American University, Washington D.C. and was awarded his Juris Doctorate Degree from Brooklyn Law School in 1955. He was an active member of the Richmond County Bar Association throughout his career, and served as a Director from 1976 to 1978.


Justice Sangiorgio always donated much of his free time to civic and community activities on Staten Island. He was a member of the Central Lions Club of Staten Island, Arnvets, Gerard E. Flynn Post, the Sight Restoration Society, and the B.P.O.E. Elks Lodge 8417. He focused much of his community involvement on the needs of children while working with Youth Against Crime, Staten Island Aid to Retarded Children, Staten Island Little League and the Y.M.C.A., South Shore.


Justice Sangiorgio served on the Supreme Court of the State of New York from 1982 until his death. Previously, he served as a Judge of the Civil Court of he City of New York from 1979 to 1981. He also served as President of the Board of Justices Supreme Court, Richmond County from 1984 to 1987 until February 2002.


Judge Lousi Sangiorgio died on October 20, 2002. He was survived by his wife, Helen; four children, Annette Angiuli, Louise Graffeo, Mary Ann Bosco and Thomas J, Sangiorgio; and ten grandchildren.

Section 58. Merchant Marine Memorial Plaza, Borough of Staten Island
Introduced by Council Member McMahon
The Staten Island chapter of the American Merchant Marine Veterans has an existing memorial site on the esplanade at the former U.S. Coast Guard Base in St. George.  They have requested the Council’s support for the designation of the plaza area between the future lighthouse memorial and the waterfront.  The memorial is dedicated in memory of those who served in the U.S. Merchant Marines during the Second World War and in particular to those who did not survive “The Battle of the Oceans.”  During the Second World War, 6,834 Merchant Marines were killed, 11,000 wounded, 833 ships were sunk, 604 were taken prisoners of war and 61 died in prison camps.

Section 59. Carlo Denino Way, Borough of Staten Island
Introduced by Council Member McMahon
December 1, 1923 - August 23, 2001

Carlo Denino and his family have owned and operated “Denino’s” at the corner of Hooker Place and Port Richmond Avenue since 1937.  Throughout the years, Carlo hosted thousands of Staten Islanders at his restaurant.  Carlo and the restaurant are well known and loved throughout “the Island.”


As a businessman, Carlo employed many Staten Islanders over the years and befriended many customers.  As a philanthropist, Carlo sponsored many athletic teams for children, and donated significant amounts of time and money to local charities and causes.


The entire Denino family requests this sign to honor and carry the legacy of Carlo Denino where the restaurant  is located.

Section 60. Louis Armstrong Place, Borough of Queens
Introduced by Council Member Monserrate
 August 4, 1901 - 1971


Louis Armstrong was born on August 4, 1901. By the time of his death in 1971, the man known around the world as “Satchmo” was widely recognized as a founding father of Jazz – a uniquely American art form. Through the years Armstrong entertained millions, from heads of state and royalty to the children on the stoop of his home on 107th Street near Northern Boulevard in Corona, Queens. This honorary street naming is intended to further identify this block as the sight of the “Louis Armstrong House and Archives”.

Section 61. Lena Azizo Cymbrowitz Way, Borough of Brooklyn
Introduced by Council Member Nelson
January 1, 1957 - August 21, 2000

Lena Azizo Cymbrowitz was born in Egypt on January 1, 1957, to Albert and Lilianne Azizo. The family moved to Brooklyn, New York when Lena was five and she lived there throughout her life. She attended local schools, Public School 209 and Lincoln High School before earning her Bachelor of Arts Degree in English Literature from Brooklyn College.


Lena committed herself to the civic affairs of her community and served many local organizations. She sat on the board of the Jewish Community Council of Greater Coney Island and the Holocaust Committee. Lena was also the Treasurer of the Shorefront Jewish Community Council, the chairperson of the 60th Precinct Youth Council, a member of the Shepardic Voting League, associated with the Sherpadic Friends of Maimonides Medical Center, active with the New York Association of New Americans (NYANA) and the United Jewish Appeal/Federation in their immigration and resettlement programs. She was also the Director of the Project Machson program for the Metropolitan New York Coordinating Council on Jewish poverty which provided food, furniture and clothing to the poor and the elderly.


In November 1998 Lena Azizo Cymbrowitz was elected to the New York State’s 45th Assembly District serving Flatbush, Midwood, Sheepshead Bay, Manhattan Beach, Gerritson Beach and part of Brighton Beach. In doing so she became the first Shepardaic Jew elected to state office. In the Assembly, she served on the Health, Insurance, Agriculture, Social Services and Children and Families committees where she energetically represented the interests of her constituency.


On Monday, August 21, 2000, Lena Azizo Cymbrowitz died while still in office. She was survived by her parents, Albert and Lilianne Azizo; her husband, Steven; and two children Jay and Jennifer.

Section 62. Dave Van Ronk Street, Borough of Manhattan
Introduced by Council Member Quinn
June 30, 1936 - February 10, 2002

There was more to Dave Van Ronk’s music than his expert finger-picking style on the guitar, more to his career than his association with Bob Dylan.  His acerbic manner and Bohemian ways belied the sensitive intellectual who absorbed thick volumes on anthropology.  The folk music pioneer succumbed to colon cancer in February 2002.


Known as the “mayor of Greenwich Village,” Van Ronk, a Brooklyn native, inspired, aided and promoted the careers of several singer-songwriters nurtured in the blues.


Although he never achieved the commercial success of his pals Dylan and Tom Paxton, he remained an influential performer on the folk circuit for more than 40 years.

Section 63. Cherry Lane, Borough of Manhattan
Introduced by Council Member Quinn

Commerce Street was originally designated as “Cherry Lane” because of the abundance of cherry trees in the vicinity.  The street developed into a thriving commercial character and was thereby renamed Commerce Street.  On this street is Cherry Lane Theater, one of the oldest theaters in Manhattan, and unquestionably one of the most picturesque.  It is a listed building in an area of New York that has an exceptionally rich artistic history.  The theater is 78 years old and is a valued venue for acclaimed and emerging writers and a vital laboratory for the development of new works.  Although its location sometimes makes it hard to find, making the street reflect the namesake of the theater would be a great honor.

Section 64. Pat La Frieda Lane, Borough of Manhattan
Introduced by Council Member Quinn
The Pat LaFredia Meat Company was founded in 1912 and has been located on Leroy Street, between Washington Street and Greenwich Street, through four generations and more than 90 years. The company is a premier purveyor of meats and was the first in the industry to own a meat delivery truck. This co-naming of Leroy Street is in recognition of the company’s long-term commitment to its Lower-Manhattan Community. The company will place a plaque on the front of the its building explaining the history connected with the honorary street name.

Section 65. Library Way, Borough of Manhattan
Introduced by the Speaker (Council Member Miller) and Council Members Quinn and Moskowitz

During calendar year 2003, Grand Central Partnership has exciting plans to transform East 41st Street between Fifth Avenue and Park Avenue into a promenade to the majestic New York Public Library’s Humanities and Social Services Library.  With the assistance of the New York Public Library, the property owners and commercial tenants along 41st Street, and library organizations, will work with Grand Central Partnership to develop a two-block stretch of East 41st Street into a pedestrian gateway to the library, to be known as “Library Way.”  With lions “Patience” and “Fortitude” guarding its doors, the New York Public Library’s Humanities and Social Services Library presides majestically over the head of the street.  New development along this thoroughfare has made 41st Street one of the Grand Central neighborhood’s more exciting and active streets, transforming it from the delivery entrance step-sister of nearby 42nd Street.

Section 66. Ruby Jacobs Walk, Borough of Brooklyn
Introduced by Council Member Recchia, Jr.
May 22, 1922 - April 5, 2000

The following biographical material was provided by Dick Zigun and Charles Denson.  Rubin “Ruby” Jacobs was born in Coney Island on May 5, 1922.  He spent his entire life living and promoting the Coney Island lifestyle as a lifelong resident, as a Second World War veteran, as a bath house operator and as a bar and restaurant proprietor.  Ruby’s always pleasant promotion of the beach made him a tireless spokesman for Coney Island, whether talking to the national press or speaking one on one with customers.  His last establishment, Ruby’s Bar, remains to this day an unofficial old timers hangout and museum with hundreds of photos of Coney Island in its heyday.


The many conveyed a charm and inner peace that he always attributed to the beach, which he referred to as “the elixir of life.”  Coney Island is an amusement park that cannot compete with Disneyland of Great Adventure in terms of state of the art rides, but Coney Island is the richest amusement park in the world when we value proprietors and advocates such as Ruby Jacobs.


Few people loved and believed in Coney Island as much as Ruby Jacobs, who was sometimes called “the jewel” of Coney Island.  For over forty years, in a very quiet way, Ruby provided a safe haven for visitors while preserving the celebrated traditions of “the World’s Most Famous Playground.”  During the 1960’s and 1970’s, Ruby operated Coney Island’s historic boardwalk bathhouses and landmarks with a rich and storied past: Stauch’s, Claret’s, and Bushman’s.


When the last of the bathhouses closed, Ruby opened the Old Tyme Restaurant, which he operated with his brother Phil.  The establishment became famous both as a gallery displaying historic images of Coney Island’s past glories and as a popular gathering place for old timers and new visitors alike.


When others gave up on the area during its decline, Ruby refused to do so.  His love and passion for Coney Island never wavered.  When a customer asked him what the best thing on the restaurant’s menu was, he would reply with a wave of his hand, “Look out there in the ocean, smell the air and look at the whole tapestry of people that come to Coney Island.  That’s the best item on the menu.”  Ruby Jacobs died on April 5, 2000.

Section 67. Mitchell Wesson Place, Borough of Brooklyn
Introduced by Council Member Recchia, Jr.
May 12, 1946 - August 15, 2002

Mitchell Wesson was a member of Brooklyn Community Board 13 for over 20 years, serving twice as the Chairperson.  Mr. Wesson’s formidable skills in the resolution of difficult neighborhood problems was done with logic, precision and with a total understanding of process.  Mitchell Wesson was born in Brooklyn.  He attended Kingsborough Community College and Brooklyn College, where he earned a baccalaureate degrees in education, accounting and economics.  He attended Brooklyn College Graduate School where he earned a Masters Degree in education, and several advanced certificates including administration and supervision.

Section 68. Miguel Cariño Way, Borough of The Bronx
Introduced by Council Member Rivera
February 5, 1937 - August 3, 2002

Miguel Cariño Soriano was born on February 5, 1937 in the first secton of San Fransisco, Guadalupe Santa Ana, a state of Mexico.  He is the son of Mexican parents, Faustino Cariño and Avelina Soriano of the Catholic religion and rural origin. He is survived by six children (five daughters and a son), as well as eight grandchildren.  He worked at the Sea Shore Restruant for twenty years, since he migrated to the United States.  He was a good worker and a good friend.  He worked each day except Wednesday.  He was a good husband and father for his children and a good grandfather for his grandchildren.  He was a good family man, friend and acquaintance. 


Miguel Cariño was a hard working Mexican immigrant seeking the American dream who became an unfortunate victim of a random and senseless crim as he was on his way to work.  His passing reminds us that we must redouble our efforts to make the streets of New York free and safe from crime.  
Section 69. Astin Jacobo Way, Borough of The Bronx
Introduced by Council Member Rivera
January 5, 1929 - March 20, 2002


Austin Jacobo was born on a sugar cane plantation in the Dominican Republic on January 5, 1929. He learned very early to fight for his rights and the rights of others. His community work began in Consuelo, Dominican Republic in 1951 helping the Catholic Church develop and organize the community. He  was involved in improving housing conditions, and providing family, sports and youth leadership programs. In 1966 he became a scout for the Houston Astros major league baseball team. ‘Jacobo’ as he was affectionately called, had to escape the Dominican Republic because of his involvement as a union organizer. He had to flee his country unexpectedly and leave his family behind. The government considered him a communist because he believed in the rights of people. He spoke against the government and organized the people in protests and job actions. He did not stand down to the government even thought it almost cost him his life. The Catholic Church helped him escape to Canada and later he immigrated to the United States.

He came to the United States in 1970. Although he did not speak the language as well as the people in the community, the strength of his convictions prompted him to get involved with the people in his community almost immediately. He began by getting involved with sports via youth programs. He worked as a janitor for Saint Martin of Tours, a local Catholic Church that he asked to allow him to open the gymnasium to create a place where young people could go and play in order to be out of the streets. He was the president of the Crotona Community Coalition for 25 years. Under his leadership, the community was transformed. As a visionary leader, he believed that the family unit is the center of the community. Jacobo understood hat nurturing the family and its needs would have a positive impact on decreasing crime and violence in the community. Housing was a big issue. He first began to fight for rent control, heating of the buildings, and renovation of the apartments. Next, Jacobo redoubled his efforts to find places and activities to involve the youth, keep them away from drugs. As he expanded his vision, he and his staff had to explore external community organizations and people that would help them obtain their goals. The Coalition reached out to politicians, private and public industries and any one else who benefits from the community. Through his leadership and that of the Crotona Community Coalition, the community received a 3 million dollar grant from Mayor Koch and the organization was able to build its first ballpark and maintain a sports program. Through the years the community has built two more parks with additional grants obtained by the coalition under Jacobo's leadership. The Crotona Community Coalition also began to buy buildings and build affordable housing. One of his big dreams for the community was to build a community center. He was able to help create the community center called the Mary Mitchell Center, which has been open since 1998. This Center is the epitome of Jacobo's primary goal of keeping the youth off the streets and away from drugs.

Jacobo always wore a green baseball cap, which become a symbol of his mission. As an authentic leader he had “the integrity to walk the talk and talk the walk, self-awareness of his feelings and actions, sensitivity and empathy toward and in relationship to the community”. Austin Jacobo died on March 20, 2002. He was survived by his wife, Altagracia; three daughters, Anna, Amerelis and Astrid, all of The Bronx; a son, Astin Jr., of The Bronx; and three grandchildren.

Section 70. Marshall C. England Way, Borough of The Bronx
Introduced by Council Member Rivera
October 27, 1932 - January 22, 2000

Marshall C. England was born on October 27, 1932, in Thomasville, Alabama, to Reverend L.T. England, Sr. and Mrs. Daisy Bronx England. He grew up in Alabama and graduated from Alabama A&M University. After serving a hitch in the United States Army, Mr. England went onto teach for 3 years at Linden Academy High School, in Linden, Alabama, where he also coached football.


In 1958, Mr. England moved to New York City and began work as a street gang worker for the New  York City Youth Board. He went on to work with numerous community organizations until, during the anti-poverty movement, he founded and became Executive Director of L.A.B.O.R. (the League of Autonomous Bronx Organizations for Renewal). L.A.B.O.R. was an umbrella agency which included the operation of two day care centers, a housing program, a major food distribution program, a youth program, a Big Brother/Big Sister program and a community residence program for formerly mentally institutionalized patients.


Mr. England was a man whose enormous commitment to issues and causes made him a tireless worker. Living on a limited income, he continuously worked for positive change by informing and involving people. He also believed in starting and building new organizations to meet community needs by addressing a myriad of issues that impacted on poor neighborhoods and communities of color. In his early years in New York, he chaired New York C.O.R.E. and the board of the HARYOU-ACT Community Corporation. Mr. England received numerous awards for his community activism including the “Community Leadership Award” from the Bronx Branch of the New York Urban League (1983), the “Man of the Year Award” from The Bronx Unity Democratic Club (1982) and the Health Advocacy Award” from the Health Policy Advisory Center (1990).


Marshall C. England passed away on January 22, 2000. He was survived by two sisters, Rose Enoch Cameron and Bettye Jean Clayton of Alabama; and his long-time companion Judy Wessler.

Section 71. Michael Reidy Pathway, Borough of The Bronx
Introduced by Council Members Rivera and Baez
December 20, 1960 - January 23, 1987
Police officer Michael Reidy, born in The Bronx on December 20, 1960, was a lifelong resident of 2336 University Avenue. He attended the nearby Saint Nicholas of Tolentine School and his family was very active in that parish. The school is located a block away from the Reidy residence where Officer Reidy lived and died.

Police officer Reidy was appointed to the New York Police Department on January 9, 1986 and was assigned to Neighborhood Stabilization Unit #7. This Unit patrolled the 40th, 42nd, 44th and 48th Precincts in The Bronx. Michael. Reidy had been a Police officer for only a year when he was killed in the line of duty on January 23, 1987. On that day, Officer Reidy entered his residence and was confronted by an armed gunman who demanded his money. A gunfight ensued in which Officer Reidy was fatally shot. He was only 26 years old.

Section 72. Hon. Pauline Rhodd-Cummings Drive, Borough of Queens
Introduced by Council Member Sanders, Jr.
August 24, 1945 - January 27, 2002

Assemblywoman Pauline Rhodd-Cummings, born in Jamaica, West Indies, was a 25 year resident of The Rockaways.  She passed away on January 27, 2002 after a year-long battle with cancer at the age of 56.  She served in the New York State Assembly for 8 years, and was the past President of the Deerfield Area Association; Executive Board Member of Queens Community Board 14; Executive Board member of the Rockaway Development Corporation; a member of the Queens Judicial Committee; Vice President of the 101st Precinct Council; and a member of the first graduating class of the Citizen’s Police Academy.

Section 73. Gloria Warshofsky Memorial Place, Borough of Queens
Introduced by Council Member Sanders, Jr.
July 30, 1928 - January 29, 2003

Gloria Brochin Warshofsky was a life long resident of Far Rockaway.  Although best known as an interior decorator, she was also a staunch community activist.  She was President of the Bayswater Civic Association and a member of Queens Community Board 14 for many years.  Gloria was a hard working and dedicated individual who operated under the belied that if you wanted something done right, you should do it yourself, and therefore, she did almost everything.  She never complained about the workload, even though she slept with the paper work right next to her each night.  Gloria was blessed with two husbands, both who predeceased her.  She left behind two children and six grandchildren.

Section 74. The Reverend Martin Luther King, Jr. Avenue, Borough of The Bronx
Introduced by Council Member Seabrook
January 15, 1929 - April 4, 1968
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. envisioned a nation in which justice, dignity and decency were possible for all Americans. He was a great leader who served as a catalyst and voice for the American Civil Rights Movement. Born in Atlanta on January 15, 1929, he was the second child of Reverend Martin Luther King, Sr. and Alberta Williams King. A highly motivated child, Martin Luther King, Jr. entered Morehouse College to study religion at age 15. He was a junior in college when he was ordained a minister and made the assistant pastor of Ebenezer Baptist Church. 

In 1948, Martin Luther King, Jr. entered Crozier Theological Seminary in Chester, Pennsylvania, where he began to seriously study the life and work of Mohandas K. Ghandi. "I came to see for the first time," King wrote, "that the Christian doctrine of love, operating through the Ghandhian method of nonviolence, is one of the most potent weapons available to an oppressed people in the struggle for freedom." 

While working toward his doctorate degree in Systematic Theology at Boston University, Martin Luther King, Jr. met and married Coretta Scott. In May, 1954, he became the new pastor of the Dexter Avenue Baptist Church in Montgomery, Alabama. On December 1, 1955, Dr. King was thrust into the forefront when Rosa Parks refused to give up her bus seat to a white man. Her courage triggered the Montgomery Bus Boycott and created a citywide protest against local segregation laws. Dr. King organized the Montgomery Improvement Association (MIA) and advised African-Americans to boycott buses and picket businesses who were in favor of segregation. In 1956, the United States Supreme Court ruled that Alabama's bus segregation laws were unconstitutional. The victory established Dr. King as a national leader and paved the way for desegregation in other areas, most notably in public schools systems around the country. 

In 1957, Dr. King helped organize the Southern Christian Leadership Conference (SCLC) to end segregation using non-violent protests. He led numerous demonstrations against discrimination including rallies, sit-ins, the Freedom Rides and voter registration drives. The most memorable of demonstrations was the 1963 March on Washington where he delivered his famed "I Have A Dream" speech on the steps of the Lincoln Memorial. These efforts received international acclaim and recognition when Dr. King was awarded the Nobel Peace Prize in 1964. Dr. King through his powerful and sincere speeches, renewed the hopes, determination and spirit of all people seeking to improve their own lives. He inspired some to advance the principles of humanity nationwide and around the world. 

Dr. King's last protest took place on March 28, 1968 when he led a march in Memphis, Tennessee, in support of striking sanitation workers. He was assassinated seven days later on April 4, while staying at the Lorraine Motel in Memphis, Tennessee. 

In 1985, President Reagan signed a proclamation declaring the third Monday in January a public holiday in honor of the birthday of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 

Section 75. Firefighters John Downing, Brian Fahey and Harry Ford Way, Borough of Queens
Introduced by Council Member Vallone, Jr.
On June 17, 2001, the Fire Department of the City of New York lost three of its bravest firefighters. On that Sunday afternoon, Firefighters John Downing, (Ladder 163 in Queens) 40, an eleven-year veteran, Brian Fahey, (Rescue 4 in Queens), 46, a fourteen-year veteran and Henry Ford, (Rescue 4 in Queens), 50, a twenty-year veteran  answered the call to an explosion and fire on  Astoria Boulevard. Ford and Downing were killed while venting windows when the building façade collapsed on them. Fahey was killed inside the building when it imploded. Ironically, and tragically, these three men gave their lives protecting their community on Father’s Day with Ford leaving behind a wife and three children, Downing a wife and two children, and Fahey, also a wife and two children. A great debt of gratitude is due to these men for their ultimate sacrifice.

Section 76. School Settlement Way, Borough of Brooklyn
Introduced by Council Member Yassky

School  Settlement Association, Inc. finds its earliest incarnation in 1898, as a school affiliated organization called the Ridgewood Household Club.  Agnes E. Demonde, a public school teacher, noted severe deficiencies in her student’s education and found it prudent to offer supplemental education in association with various local institutions of higher learning.


Founded as School Settlement Association in 1901 and incorporated under that name in 1906, the organization was housed at 148 Jackson Street, just one block away from its present location.  Then in 1914, a generous donation from Ms. Elvia Zabriskio enabled School Settlement to move to a facility built specifically for it at 120 Jackson Street, the site School Settlement inhabits to this day.


Although the neighborhood has changed during the past century, the situation of educational deficiency Ms. Demonde encountered still exists.  School Settlement has proven itself over the past hundred years to be an asset to the Williamsburg/Greenpoint community by assisting in the education of the community’s youth.


At present, the programs and services offered to School Settlement’s participants are designed to round out and supplement the education local youth receive in public school.  Homework help, arts and crafts, computer instruction, literacy and structured recreation are only a sample of the programs School Settlement offers.  School Settlement also offers an AIDP program under the CAPS initiative within Automotive High School as well as a teen night program on-site, designed to offer youth an opportunity to feel relaxed, have fun and express themselves in a smoke-free, drug free and violence free environment.


School Settlement has been in the same community for over a century and in the same location for almost eighty years.  It is difficult to imagine Willamsburg without it.

Section 77. Adam Vineski Walk, Borough of Brooklyn
Introduced by Council Member Yassky
July 15, 1936 - August 24, 2000


Adam Vaneski was born in Brooklyn, New York on July 15, 1936. He was a principle founder of the People's Firehouse. Inc., (PFI) a community based, non-profit organization located in Northside Williamsburg, Brooklyn. The People's Firehouse, Inc. is the civilian advocacy organization for New York City's firefighters. Veneski served as Executive Director of PFI from 1990 until his death on August 24, 2000.

Adam was a neighborhood leader in the successful 1975-1978 struggle to save Engine Company 212 from being eliminated by budget cuts during New York's City's first general financial crisis since the Great Depression. For his efforts, he was named the 1976 Polish-American Citizen of the Year. He also served on a number of city-wide action groups, including the Mayor’s Transitional Task Force in 1978, and on the Council of Intergroup Relations in 1979.

A life-long member of the Northside Williamsburg community, Veneski was a member of Community Board #1 in Brooklyn from 1981 until his death. He served as Chairman of the North Brooklyn Waterfront Committee from 1985 to 1989. He was also a leader of the Metropolitan Industrial Development Corporation, an organization which helped to revitalize the Northside Williamsburg area.

Veneski served as chair of the People’s Firehouse, Inc. Board of Directors from 1978 until 1990, when he was appointed Executive Director of the organization. During this period, he developed organizational policies, raised funds, hired and supervised executive staff and coordinated programs and activities with government agencies and neighborhood groups. As Executive Director, Veneski also provided leadership in tenant organizing and education programs for low-income community residents.

From 1978 Adam Veneski assisted the Uniformed Firelighters Association (UFA) and other fire protocol organizations. He assisted communities in New York City--and around the country--to combat the loss of fire protection services. He was instrumental at PFI in developing fire and arson prevention programs.

Section 78. Nicholas Polonski Walk, Borough of Brooklyn
Introduced by Council Member Yassky
 October 24, 1916 - April 20, 1999

Nicholas Polonski was born in Brooklyn, New York on October 24, 1916 and was a life-long community leader in the Northside area. He went to work early and was only 14 when he became a warehouseman at the Morel meat packing warehouse at North 10th Street and Kent Avenue. He enlisted in the Army in 1937, and when his tour of duty was over in 1940 he went back to warehouse work. However, the United States entered World War II a year later and he was back in uniform again as a Combat Engineer. Nicholas was awarded the Silver Star for Gallantry in Action for risking his life to carry several officers to safety when they were thrown from a bridge that was being shelled.

Returning to the Northside after the war, Nick briefly went back to warehouse work, passed the test for the Sanitation Department, and worked there for 30 years. He was honored for his valor at Sanitation also after he pulled a police officer from the flaming wreckage of his motorcycle.

After returning from the service, Nick married his one and only love, Teresa, and they had a wonderful daughter. The love and support of his family gave Nick the strength to fight for his community. On his own time, Nick began helping community people get the things they needed to survive. He was the troubleshooter, complaints bureau and ombudsman for everything that touched people’s lives. In the early, years he would take people to the political clubhouse to get help there. Later on, he developed contacts directly to governmental offices and programs, although he never forgot the importance of political strength. Nick connected people and neighborhood institutions to the programs and services they needed.

As vital as his help was to many people, Nick made his mark through larger issues. He led the fight against S&S Corrugated Paper Machinery when the City condemned 92 apartments to prevent S&S from moving its jobs elsewhere. Although the neighborhood fought to the last, many residents were dragged out of their homes while the bulldozers waited on the sidewalks, the houses were destroyed. In spite of this defeat, Nick and other community people had come together to form the Northside Community Development Council to fight for replacement housing, a senior citizens center and to make sure that nothing so destructive would ever again tear apart their neighborhood. Thirty years later, the Northside Community Development Council is still working to improve the environment. The Northside Senior Center is still providing services to our long-time neighbors. The homes on North 3rd Street and 4th Street are still strengthening the neighborhood.

Nicholas Polonski died on April 20, 1999. He left behind a neighborhood far stronger that the neighborhood he was born into, and he left many friends who still miss him very much, still wish they could see him walking along Bedford or Driggs so they could thank him for everything he did and maybe do something for him.

Section 79. The Claude Brown Corner, Borough of Manhattan
Section 80. Manchild Way, Borough of Manhattan
Introduced by Council Member Jackson
 February 23, 1937 – February 2, 2002

This information is taken from an essay by Clarence Page.  It is located at http://www.pbs.org/newshour/essays/jan-june02/poverty_5-06.html. 

In 1965, Claude Brown gave poverty another face, a big city face, with his autobiographical novel Manchild in the Promised Land. Vivid, violent, and unsentimental, Brown called it a novel, but it was his story, beginning with him getting shot, and running from the cops. "I ran. There was a bullet in me trying to take my life, all 13 years of it." He ran and the readers ran with him. The book has sold more than four million copies. 

The '60s were a turbulent decade. By 1965, the civil rights bill had been passed. Yet a new calamity of crime and riots was erupting in America's cities. Young black males were becoming a new urban menace in the public eye. Brown painted a new American archetype: An urban Huck Finn with a black face fighting and hustling his way through dark, trash-filled canyons of American dreams. Brown's Harlem was so brutal that his buddies could throw another kid off a roof and run away before the body hit the ground. 

His journey is marked by cold steel-- guns, knives, needles-- and vehicles that take him, not once, but several times to reform schools. Yet, despite his violent life, Brown's Manchild found redemption. He straightened out, went to college, attended law school, and wrote a best-seller. He dedicated his book to Eleanor Roosevelt, who founded the Wiltwyck School for boys in upstate New York, and to the Wiltwyck School, "which is still finding Claude Browns," he said. If Claude Brown could be redeemed, he was trying to say, so could others. All they needed, it appeared, was someone who cared. 

Claude Brown's story seemed to both define and defy the culture of poverty argument that Oscar Lewis made popular in the 1960s and 1970s with his studies of poor Latino families. Poverty creates a debilitating culture, Lewis argued, one that the poor cannot lose even if they ceased to be poor. By the 1980s, the culture of poverty image seemed to prevail. Ronald Reagan advanced welfare reform to break the "cycle of poverty," they said, for the "urban underclass," a new label for the long-term poor, particularly black Americans left behind by the civil rights revolution. 

Even Claude Brown grew dismayed with the worsening condition of the young gangsters and delinquents he came to know in the new hip-hop generation. His generation had it bad, he said, but this new one, in an era of drive-by shootings and crack cocaine, seemed worse off, even more tragically devoid of hope. 

Claude Brown died in February of a lung condition. He was 64. He never wrote another best- seller, and poverty seems to have a new face in the age of welfare reform: The working poor, trying to make ends meet, trying to raise their kids with wages too low to lift them out of poverty. Others have fallen between the cracks, off the welfare rolls, but not onto anyone's payrolls. The poor, it seems, are becoming invisible again. Yet, as Brown wrote, there are more Claude Browns out there, still trying to reach the promised land. 

Section 81. Section 39 of Local Law 6 of 2003 is REPEALED to correct an oversight with the street location.
Introduced by Council Member Lanza
Section 82.  Section 91 of Local Law 6 of 2003 is REPEALED to correct an oversight with the street location.
Introduced by Council Member Oddo

Staff Comment:

The Committee on Parks and Recreation passed Int. No. 437-A and filed Int. No. 373 by a vote of 5 in the affirmative, no negative or abstentions on May 5, 2003.
