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REPORT OF THE HUMAN SERVICES DIVISION
Catherine Torres, Director and Deputy Chief of Staff

COMMITTEE ON CULTURAL AFFAIRS, LIBRARIES AND INTERNATIONAL INTERGROUP RELATIONS 

José M. Serrano – Chairperson
April 28, 2003 
RES. NO. 799:


By Council Member Nelson, Brewer, Clarke, Comrie, Davis, Felder, Fidler, Gerson, Jackson, Katz, Koppell, Lopez, Quinn, Recchia, Reed, Rivera, Sanders, Sears, Weprin and Yassky

SUBJECT:



Resolution commemorating Yom H’atzmaut, Israeli Independence Day, on May 7th, 2003. 
On Monday, April 28, 2003, the City Council’s Committee on Cultural Affairs, Libraries and International Intergroup Relations, chaired by Council Member José M. Serrano, will conduct a hearing to consider Resolution No. 799, a resolution commemorating Yom H’atzmaut, Israeli Independence Day, on May 7, 2003.  A copy of the Resolution is attached. 

RESOLUTION NO. 799

Resolution No. 799 states that when Israel was officially recognized as a state on May 14, 1948, on the 5th day of the Hebrew month of Iyar, it was the first time in over 2,000 years that the Jewish people had a homeland.  The Resolution would also note that prior to the founding of the State of Israel, the Jewish people had been consistently displaced, persecuted and subjected to institutional bigotry.  Additionally, the Resolution would indicate that anti-Semitism reached its most horrific height with the onset of the Holocaust, which is commemorated on Yom Hashoah, or Holocaust Remembrance Day, on April 29, 2003.  The Resolution would also note that when the United Nations proclaimed Israel the Jewish homeland and a nation of the modern world, there was hope that the new nation would provide a safe haven for all Jewish people.  Furthermore, the Resolution would state that today, Israel is indeed a refuge for its citizens and for Jews all over the world, many of whom have fled anti-Semitic persecution in other countries.  

The Resolution would note that over the last half-century, the State of Israel has made vast contributions and advancements to such fields as medicine, technology, agriculture and the arts. Additionally, the Resolution would indicate that since its founding, although Israel has faced great adversity from neighboring nations, it has persevered and managed to create a society built on the freedoms and principles that the Jewish people have been carrying with them for thousands of years. Finally, the Resolution would also note that Yom H’atzmaut, a national holiday in Israel, is a time for all New Yorkers and Americans to join the Israeli people and Jews everywhere to celebrate the birth of the great State of Israel. 
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