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          2                 SPEAKER MILLER: We are joined by a

          3  number of members of the American Legion Post 1920,

          4  who served this country and whose service has never

          5  been adequately recognized or repaid by our country

          6  and by our government, and I want to allow Council

          7  Member John Liu to say a few words on the subject

          8  and then ask the clerk to read the proclamation on

          9  the subject.

         10                 Council Member Liu.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Thank you, Mr.

         12  Speaker, for your support on this measure.

         13                 Today I am hopeful that the City

         14  Council will pass a resolution, number 256, that

         15  will call upon Congress to restore a very important

         16  recognition to many of the veterans of the

         17  Philippines and the United States who served during

         18  World War II, and we have a number of those veterans

         19  with us here today in these Chambers.

         20                 During World War II the American

         21  armed forces and the president then called upon the

         22  Philippine soldiers to serve on behalf of the United

         23  States and they did so readily, willingly and ably,

         24  and in many cases themselves or their units suffered

         25  casualties and fatalities. They served most
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          2  valiantly on behalf of the United States Government.

          3  And, unfortunately, immediately after World War II

          4  ended, the United States Government revoked their

          5  status as United States Veteran, and therefore 60

          6  years later have yet to recognize the important

          7  contribution of the veterans of that conflict.

          8                 Today we are hopeful, I am hopeful

          9  that the Council will call upon the United States

         10  Government to rectify this injustice, and we have a

         11  proclamation by the Speaker for these veterans

         12  today.

         13                 SPEAKER MILLER: If the clerk could

         14  read the proclamation.

         15                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: The Council, City

         16  of New York, Proclamation.

         17                 Whereas; the Council of the City of

         18  New York is pleased and proud to honor the men of

         19  the American Legion Post 1920, led by Commander

         20  Pacifico Timball, for their remarkable patriotic

         21  efforts during World War II, and the Philippine

         22  American Veterans Organization led by President

         23  Alfredo Diaz;

         24                 Whereas; much of our success of the

         25  nation, much of the peace and prosperity we take for
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          2  granted, is due in large measures to the tremendous

          3  success of our fighting forces during World War II,

          4  men and women of remarkable character, whose

          5  tremendous sacrifice helped shape and form the

          6  modern world, individuals whose legacy has ensured

          7  the safety, progress and prosperity of our country

          8  for generations to come; and

          9                 Whereas; after the wining war of the

         10  United States so virulently the men of the American

         11  Legion Post and the Philippine American veterans are

         12  now engaged in another battle, that of having their

         13  status as veterans restored, these men made

         14  immeasurable sacrifice for our country and are truly

         15  our nation's heroes; now, therefore,

         16                 Be It Known; that the Council of the

         17  City of New York honors the brave men of American

         18  Legion Post 1920, and the Philippine-American

         19  Veterans Organization for their exemplary service to

         20  our nation during World War II, signed this 25th day

         21  of September in the Year Two Thousand and Two,

         22  Gifford Miller, the Speaker for the Entire Council;

         23  John C. Liu, Council Member 20th District, Queens.

         24                 SPEAKER MILLER: Commander, would you

         25  like to say a few words?
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          2                 COMMANDER: Thank you very much.

          3                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you. I want to

          4  recognize Sony Simpayan, Charlie Gonzalez, Pacifico

          5  Timball, Pedro Navita, Mario Lemita, Altidio Ramos,

          6  and Aceto Alota, for their service to this country

          7  and putting up with my pronunciation of their names,

          8  as well, but we are very, very honored and

          9  privileged to have you with us here today, and we

         10  look forward to passing this resolution today,

         11  calling upon Congress to do finally once and for all

         12  the right thing to do in this case, and we thank you

         13  for your service to our country.

         14                 If the Majority Leader could come

         15  forward.

         16                 My friends and colleagues, we're very

         17  privileged today to have with us a special guest, a

         18  former colleague of many of ours and a great leader

         19  in this institution and a current member of the

         20  Assembly, Assemblyman Jose Rivera. If you could come

         21  up, Mr. Chairman. And Council Member Lopez. Is

         22  Council Member Lopez here? She was here. Here she

         23  is. Margarita. Maybe if we could have the clerk come

         24  around, another former colleague of ours, whose work

         25  in the Council will never be forgotten, we are very

                                                            8

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  pleased to have these two former colleagues, and all

          3  of us in the City Council are pleased today to speak

          4  out on an issue that is of critical importance to

          5  New York, to America and to the world, and that is

          6  peace for Vieques.

          7                 This is an issue that has struck to

          8  the core of who we are as a country and at a time

          9  when there are armed forces abroad fighting to

         10  protect our rights here at home, it's critical that

         11  we stand up for those rights for all Americans here

         12  today to say that we absolutely continue to believe

         13  that the bombing of Vieques must stop and that the

         14  people from Vieques must be free from this

         15  oppression and from the violence and from the

         16  bombing.

         17                 So, I want to personally thank my

         18  former colleague Jose Rivera and Victor Robles for

         19  their leadership on this issue when they were in

         20  this body, and for handing to us and the Council a

         21  legacy of commitment to this issue and to the rights

         22  of all Americans and certainly the people of

         23  Vieques. I know the Majority Leader would like to

         24  say a few words as well.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: Thank you very
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          2  much, Speaker.

          3                 Again, I would like to say that the

          4  issue of Vieques is a very important issue, not only

          5  to the Puerto Rican community, the City, State and

          6  our nation, but also to everyone who feels that the

          7  rights of our civilians, the US citizens on the

          8  Island of Vieques, Puerto Rico have been violated

          9  for far too long. And what we have done in the

         10  previous Council was to pass a resolution stating

         11  that the bombing should cease on the Island of

         12  Vieques, and I'm proud to be part of this

         13  legislative body as the Majority Leader to say that

         14  today, alongside of my colleague Margarita Lopez and

         15  Maria Baez and Dave Weprin, and all the other

         16  members of the City Council, we'll be passing a

         17  similar resolution stating that the lives on the

         18  Island of Vieques are extremely valuable and should

         19  not be, you know, disrupted in any way, shape or

         20  manner by the bombing that the US Navy and the

         21  Marines do on the Island. And I'm proud that our

         22  Speaker has ensured the passage of this resolution.

         23                 And I would like to pass the mic over

         24  to my colleague, Margarita Lopez, who is the prime

         25  sponsor of this resolution.

                                                            10

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: I just want to

          3  clarify a couple of things in regard to this

          4  particular resolution.

          5                 I decided to bring back this

          6  resolution to the floor one more time to reaffirm

          7  ourself about the commitment that we have to bring

          8  peace to Vieques. But I also want to remind this

          9  body that this resolution was brought by me to this

         10  floor and it was not allowed to be passed in the way

         11  that was allowed to other resolutions being passed.

         12                 I want to remind this body that that

         13  was wrong, what was done to that resolution. At that

         14  time that that happened other resolutions were

         15  passed, dealing with the same kind of problems in

         16  other parts of this planet, and I hope that what the

         17  Speaker did, in putting new ways of dealing with

         18  this kind of resolution, is going to bring a final

         19  resolution to this problem in dealing equal when

         20  resolutions are brought to the floor, even when

         21  somebody don't support it. That's the first thing I

         22  want to say, and I don't want to lose that

         23  opportunity to put that on the floor.

         24                 I thank the Speaker for changing the

         25  rules and making this possible.
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          2                 The second thing I want to say, the

          3  issue of Vieques is not finished yet. The issue of

          4  Vieques continue to be alive.

          5                 As early as last month they were

          6  bombing the land of the Viequensas. And they were

          7  throwing bombs against in there. Then this issue has

          8  not gone quiet or silent. This issue has only been

          9  quiet in the media, but it's very much alive and

         10  loud in the Island of Vieques, and in the Island of

         11  Puerto Rico.

         12                 We are Americans. Proud Americans,

         13  who have lost our life for this country, and we

         14  deserve to be treated equally when come down to

         15  rights. Vieques must be free of the threat of a war.

         16                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you.

         17                 Assemblyman, we would be very honored

         18  if you would say a few words, and our great clerk,

         19  as well.

         20                 ASSEMBLYMAN RIVERA: Thank you, Mr.

         21  Speaker, for this opportunity to be part of this

         22  ceremony on an issue that some of us have been

         23  involved for over 22 years. But, yes, I got involved

         24  with Margarita Lopez possibly about four years ago.

         25  This is a very important issue, and I would like to
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          2  say that I'm quite aware the City is waiting for you

          3  to deal with another important issue, which is

          4  something called term limits, Mr. Speaker. I

          5  understand it's going to be retroactive, so it might

          6  give me my opportunity to send Joel Rivera back to

          7  school.

          8                 But I want to thank you, Mr. Speaker,

          9  and all our colleagues, for standing in front of

         10  every camera here to share with everyone that, yes,

         11  we're concerned, especially after 9/11, as to the

         12  state of our nation. I also would like to share that

         13  on September the 12th I received a phone call from

         14  the leader of Vieques, Puerto Rico, at that time,

         15  September 12th, calling upon a moratorium on all

         16  demonstrations to not to send the wrong signal as to

         17  whether we are united or not. And I'm proud of the

         18  people of Vieques because they did that, and at this

         19  moment we, fortunately we're giving up for massive

         20  demonstration, because the Navy will be using an

         21  excuse of going to war with Iraq as an excuse to

         22  remain in Vieques, Puerto Rico, and I don't need to

         23  apologize but I believe strongly that the people of

         24  Vieques for over 60 years have made tremendous

         25  contribution to the national defense, and they're

                                                            13

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  entitled to the same thing we're entitled to in our

          3  City for our children and families, is peace and

          4  tranquility and the opportunity to live a better

          5  life, and to be able to develop the economy of that

          6  tiny Island.

          7                 So, therefore, Mr. Speaker, I want to

          8  thank you for this opportunity. Everybody is

          9  watching us very closely. I agree with what has been

         10  said here, that this body has been known as the

         11  Congress of the City of New York, that you debate

         12  and you bring to the floor many issues that we are

         13  concerned about. And I want to thank you because one

         14  of those issues that has been brought about and

         15  highlighted with a special visit from members of

         16  this body into Vieques, Puerto Rico. The first and

         17  only time that a Legislature organized the public

         18  hearing was this body. You guys have done a

         19  tremendous job and I want to thank you. And I love

         20  to see the presence here, and I see a good friend of

         21  ours who has stood tall for so many of these issues,

         22  and I mean former City Comptroller Mr. Alan Hevesi,

         23  someone who we're very proud of. There you go, Alan.

         24  And I also see our Public Advocate Betsy Gotbaum.

         25  Two outstanding public officials.
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          2                 I want to thank all you colleagues

          3  and all my friends in government for this

          4  opportunity.

          5                 Thank you.

          6                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Mr. Speaker and my

          7  colleagues, let me just begin, and also like my dear

          8  sister Margarita Lopez, I would like to also to have

          9  set the record straight. And since my colleague

         10  reminded everybody, this body was the first

         11  legislative body to ever hold public hearings in the

         12  Island of Vieques, and, you, Mr. Speaker, like Joel

         13  and Jose and even Margarita, those that was part of

         14  that. Today this body continues under your

         15  leadership to carry out that which we did when a

         16  delegation who was directed by the Speaker to go

         17  there and hold hearings.

         18                 Second, when my colleague mentioned

         19  Alan Hevesi, it reminded me, I've got to remind

         20  myself that I'm not getting young, that in 1979 when

         21  I was a member of the State Assembly, they were in

         22  Culebra, and we remember debating that same

         23  resolution not Vieques but Culebra, and Alan Hevesi

         24  was then the Deputy Majority Leader and helped me

         25  because a resolution was debated for eight hours,
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          2  and it was the Minority Leader who came to me

          3  because of an individual person, which I'll leave

          4  nameless, and, yet, that resolution was passed in

          5  the State Assembly by 145 members and five against,

          6  and those were the five Republicans who lived

          7  Upstate New York who every morning raises the

          8  American flag and lowers it at the end of the day.

          9                 I remember, Mr. Speaker, right here

         10  in this body many times I'd look up in the ceiling

         11  and I reminded people that that says "government of

         12  the people, by the people, and for the people," and

         13  those of us were proud to be Americans. I as a

         14  veteran, who went to South Korea, I am resentful

         15  when people say that those of us were born in Puerto

         16  Rico, I am not a New Yorican, I was born there, that

         17  we're anti-Americans. Let me remind you again, since

         18  I have the floor, go to the Pentagon and see who has

         19  the largest number of congressional medal of honor

         20  recipients, and they happen to be Hispanic and

         21  they're from Puerto Rico.

         22                 And, so, this is not anti-American,

         23  on the contrary. This is what our constitution

         24  guarantees American citizens, a government of the

         25  people, by the people and for the people, and
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          2  Vieques, Puerto Rico is a municipality of the

          3  Commonwealth Puerto Rico that this country has

          4  allowed it to function, and that is what this is all

          5  about.

          6                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you, my

          7  colleagues, for those powerful words and we will

          8  look forward to going through this meeting and

          9  passing this resolution. I want to thank all of my

         10  colleagues for their support of this resolution and

         11  the sponsor, Council Member Lopez, and let's begin

         12  the meeting.

         13                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Roll call.

         14                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Addabbo.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Here.

         16                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Avella.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Here.

         18                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Baez.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ: Here.

         20                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Barron.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Here.

         22                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Boyland.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: Here.

         24                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Brewer.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Here.
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          2                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Clarke.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Here.

          4                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Comrie.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Here.

          6                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Davis.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER DAVIS: Present.

          8                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: DeBlasio.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEBLASIO: Here.

         10                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Diaz.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER DIAZ: Here.

         12                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Dilan.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER MALAVE-DILAN: Here.

         14                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Felder.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Here.

         16                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Fidler.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Here.

         18                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Foster.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Here.

         20                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gallagher.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Here.

         22                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gennaro.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Here.

         24                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gerson.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Here.
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          2                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gioia.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: (No response.)

          4                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Golden.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER GOLDEN: (No response.)

          6                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Jackson.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Here.

          8                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Jennings.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER JENNINGS: Here.

         10                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Katz.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Here.

         12                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Koppell.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Here.

         14                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Lanza.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER LANZA: Here.

         16                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Liu.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Here.

         18                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Lopez.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: Here.

         20                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Martinez.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: (No

         22  response.)

         23                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: McMahon.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Here.

         25                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Monserrate.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Here.

          3                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Moskowitz.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER MOSKOWITZ: (No

          5  response.)

          6                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Nelson.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Here.

          8                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Perkins.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Here.

         10                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Provenzano.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: Here.

         12                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Quinn.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: Here.

         14                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Recchia.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Here.

         16                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Reed.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: Here.

         18                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Reyna.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: Here.

         20                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Sanders.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Sanders here.

         22                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Seabrook.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Here.

         24                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Sears.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Here.
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          2                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Serrano.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER SERRANO: Here.

          4                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Stewart.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Present.

          6                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Vallone.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Here.

          8                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Vann.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Here.

         10                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Weprin.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Here.

         12                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Yassky.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Here.

         14                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Oddo.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: (No response.)

         16                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Rivera.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: Here.

         18                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Speaker Miller.

         19                 SPEAKER MILLER: Here.

         20                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Please rise

         21  for the Invocation by Jonathan Glass.

         22                 RABBI GLASS: Men and women of the

         23  City Council, the Festival of Tabernacles

         24  commemorates when the people lived in flimsy huts

         25  throughout their sojourn in desert. Its message is
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          2  that our security is not guaranteed by the strength

          3  of the walls that house us but rather only from

          4  above.

          5                 Until recently this was a hard lesson

          6  to accept as we would stroll through the mighty

          7  edifices of our great City. Tragically we learned

          8  the hard way just one year ago how true this message

          9  is.

         10                 Let us always remember that our

         11  greatness comes from who we are as people and not

         12  necessarily from the great works that surround us.

         13  Amen.

         14                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Motion to

         15  spread the invocation by Council Member Brewer.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: I move to

         17  spread the invocation in full upon the record.

         18                 Thank you, Madam Public Advocate.

         19                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         20                 Adoption of the Minutes.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: None.

         22                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Messages and

         23  Papers from the Mayor.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 311.

         25                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Mr. Speaker.
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          2                 SPEAKER MILLER: I'm sorry.

          3                 Received, ordered, printed and filed.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 312.

          5                 SPEAKER MILLER: Rules, Privileges and

          6  Elections.

          7                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM:

          8  Communication from City, County and Borough Offices.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 313.

         10                 SPEAKER MILLER: Rules, Privileges and

         11  Elections.

         12                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Petitions

         13  and communications.

         14                 SPEAKER MILLER: None.

         15                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Land Use

         16  Call-Ups.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 314, 315 and

         18  316.

         19                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

         20  call-up vote.

         21                 At this point I'd ask the clerk to

         22  call the roll on all items coupled on the call-up

         23  vote.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Addabbo.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Aye.

                                                            23

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Avella.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Aye.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Baez.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ: Aye.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Barron.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Aye.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Boyland.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: Aye.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Brewer.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Yes.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Clarke.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Aye on all.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Comrie.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Aye on all.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Davis.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER DAVIS: Aye on all.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: DeBlasio.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEBLASIO: Aye on all.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Diaz.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER DIAZ: (In Spanish)

         22  aye.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Dilan.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTIN-DILAN: Aye.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Felder.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Aye.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Fidler.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Aye on all.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Foster.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Aye on all.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gallagher.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Aye on all.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gennaro.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Aye.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gerson.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Yes.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gioia.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: (No response.)

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Golden.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER GOLDEN: (No response.)

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jackson.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Aye on all.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jennings.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER JENNINGS: (No

         21  response.)

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Katz.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Aye on all.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Koppell.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Aye.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lanza.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER LANZA: Aye.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Liu.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Yes on all.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lopez.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: Aye on all.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Martinez.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Aye on all.

         10  And can I be asked to be marked present, please,

         11  Madam Public Advocate?

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: McMahon.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Aye.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Monserrate.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Aye on

         16  all.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Moskowitz.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER MOSKOWITZ: (No

         19  response.)

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Nelson.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Aye on all.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Perkins.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Yes.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Provenzano.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: Yes.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Quinn.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: Yes.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Recchia.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Aye on all.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reed.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: Aye.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reyna.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: Aye.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sanders.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Aye on all.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Seabrook.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Aye.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sears.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Aye.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Serrano.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER SERRANO: Aye on all.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Stewart.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Aye on all.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vallone.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Aye on all.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vann.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Aye on all.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Weprin.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Aye on all.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Yassky.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Aye on all.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jennings.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER JENNINGS: Pass. Aye on

          6  all.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Oddo.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Aye on all.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Rivera.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: Aye.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gioia.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: Yes.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Speaker Mr. Miller.

         14                 SPEAKER MILLER:  Aye.

         15                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Land Use

         16  call-up vote, 48 in the affirmative, zero in the

         17  negative.

         18                 Communication from the Speaker.

         19                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you.

         20                 My colleagues, there is one piece of

         21  legislation that I want to particularly bring to

         22  your attention today, because I think this is an

         23  important day, not just for this Council, but for

         24  the country.

         25                 The problem of predatory lending is a
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          2  problem that is not just Citywide, or Statewide, it

          3  is countrywide. Too many New Yorkers, too many

          4  Americans have fallen prey to unethical, immoral,

          5  and possibly in some cases illegal practices of

          6  taking their homes from them through predatory

          7  loans.

          8                 This is a problem that we know is

          9  going on here in New York City. And we in the City

         10  Council have waited for the federal government and

         11  for the state government to take action, to

         12  meaningfully regulate and bring to an end this

         13  terrible practice. Unfortunately to this point we

         14  waited in vain. So, today we will be enacting and

         15  passing the most thoughtful, most innovative and the

         16  most effective legislation that we possibly can pass

         17  in this area, and I want to commend it to all of you

         18  and I want to begin by thanking the staff and every

         19  member of the Council who has spent countless hours

         20  with the industry, with advocates, with people who

         21  have just been victims of this, listening to their

         22  concerns and crafting today a piece of legislation

         23  that will work and will make significant improvement

         24  in terms of the number of people who have their

         25  homes taken from them through practices and the
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          2  making of loans for which there is no reasonable

          3  expectation of their ability to repay.

          4                 Let me be clear at the beginning that

          5  this is not an anti-industry bill. This is not a

          6  bill that says we're attempting to punish anybody

          7  except those that are engaged knowingly,

          8  intentionally and repeatedly in the act of predatory

          9  lending.

         10                 We have spent hours and hours and

         11  hours with banks, with securities groups, with

         12  extremely knowledgeable people on this subject and

         13  attempted to make this bill as workable as is

         14  humanely possible. We want compliance and we want to

         15  make compliance as easy as possible, but once you

         16  get down to it, when you get back to the very issue,

         17  there's a very simple question that we have to ask

         18  ourselves and that each of you get to ask yourselves

         19  today. Do we believe that it is our business to

         20  determine whether we should do our business with

         21  people who are engaged in predatory lending?

         22                 If you believe that we should care if

         23  people that we do business with are engaged in

         24  taking people's homes from them, then I say to you

         25  that this bill is the best that it can possibly be.
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          2                 We would love to have the State and

          3  federal government move more effectively to end this

          4  practice, but we can take a step here at home. And I

          5  believe strongly that when the history of this bill

          6  is written, one year and two years and three years

          7  from now, that the banks and the securities industry

          8  will look back and say, you know what? That bill was

          9  good for our business, because this bill presents a

         10  workable way for people to be sure that they are not

         11  engaged in predatory lending.

         12                 It lets people put their money where

         13  their mouth are, and what we're asking for is good

         14  corporate citizenship. And we know the affects of

         15  bad corporate citizenship. The City's portfolio is

         16  suffering, retirees' portfolios are suffering,

         17  Americans' portfolios are suffering because of bad

         18  corporate citizenship, because of a belief that we

         19  can get away with whatever we can get away with for

         20  as long as we can get away with it.

         21                 Well, on the subject of predatory

         22  lending, that belief should stop here today. And we

         23  have an opportunity, we have an opportunity to send

         24  a clear message that the City of New York doesn't

         25  want to do business with predatory lenders.
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          2                 Now, there are provisions in this

          3  bill that are intended to make sure that we don't

          4  make bad guys out of people that are trying to be

          5  good guys. We recognize that sometimes, you know,

          6  it's hard to know exactly what the right hand and

          7  the left hand are doing, and what we've done here is

          8  take every step available. We've created

          9  confidentiality, we've made the Comptroller a

         10  partner, and I'm proud to say the Comptroller of the

         11  City of New York and the Comptroller of the State of

         12  New York both support this bill as an intelligent,

         13  necessary and reasonable step in the right

         14  direction. But we created confidentiality so that no

         15  one will be tarred unnecessarily, but ultimately if

         16  you are engaged in predatory lending practices, if

         17  you persist in engaging in predatory lending

         18  practices, then I don't want to see the City of New

         19  York doing business with you, and I think neither do

         20  the people of the City of New York.

         21                 So, I ask my colleagues for their

         22  support, and I want to particularly compliment the

         23  chair of the Consumer Affairs Committee, Phil Reed,

         24  who spent hours and hours and hours working with my

         25  staff, his staff, many other people's staff, Council
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          2  Members, and I know he'd like to say a few words on

          3  the subject and during my time and I would be

          4  privileged and honored for him to do so.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: Thank you very

          6  much, Mr. Speaker. I want to rise to remind my

          7  colleagues that this is in fact the Speaker's bill,

          8  along certainly with Council Member Sanders, and

          9  then all the other of our colleagues that signed on.

         10                 But the impetus for this initially

         11  back at the beginning of the year was in fact the

         12  Speaker's. And this is, has he has stated,

         13  ground-breaking legislation on a national scale.

         14                 It is a win/win situation, and I

         15  think that the industry and people that have some

         16  trepidation as they see it will realize that this

         17  isn't going to cause any kind of fall in the market,

         18  and in fact I think that they will reach out and

         19  perhaps solve the problem that we have discovered

         20  that in fact about 50 percent of the people who are

         21  having to go to the predatory lenders would be

         22  eligible for a traditional loan if there was a bank

         23  in their neighborhood, or if in fact those banks

         24  actually tried to go out and promote home ownership

         25  and lending to that community.
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          2                 So, I think this will give them an

          3  opportunity to do that. We have not seen any

          4  explanation of why this is going to cause

          5  difficulty. We've asked the Administration, we've

          6  asked the industry, and there hasn't been a

          7  plausible explanation, it's just oh there's a dread

          8  to this, as a new concept.

          9                 So, I am proud of my Speaker and my

         10  colleagues who are going to pass this bill today, I

         11  think certainly the advocates should be applauded

         12  for their forcefulness of argument, their ability to

         13  listen to what the colleagues that we chatted with,

         14  about how we balance things have played out, and I

         15  think it's a very proud day for the Council, that we

         16  have taken a very serious issue, addressed it in a

         17  fundamental and mature fashion and carved out

         18  something that is doable.

         19                 It is critically important that the

         20  State Legislature hold their feet to the fire to

         21  make sure that this Council is not preempted in

         22  Albany. And certainly as we look at the dynamic

         23  that's going to be playing out about our

         24  relationship to the State over the fiscal issues and

         25  our relationship to the State over our lives here in
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          2  New York City, the ground is right here now about

          3  predatory lending to make sure that our colleagues

          4  who represent New York in the State Legislature make

          5  sure to preserve this bill, as well as all the other

          6  things that we need. They represent us, let's make

          7  sure they get the message loud and clear, we want to

          8  keep this ground-breaking legislation in place.

          9                 Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

         10                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you, Mr.

         11  Chairman.

         12                 We have a number of other pieces of

         13  important legislation that are on today's item. I

         14  want to call on the Chair of the Finance Committee,

         15  David Weprin, who has something he wants to bring to

         16  the attention of our colleagues as well.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Good

         18  afternoon.

         19                 Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Today we look

         20  to authorize an increase on the amount to be

         21  expended in 19 Business Improvement Districts

         22  throughout the City, Intro. 248-A.  Most New York

         23  City BIDs have not received a significant budget

         24  increase in many years. Especially in tough fiscal

         25  times that we're in, this proposal additional funds
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          2  for security, sanitation, physical and capital

          3  improvements, seasonal activities and related

          4  business services.

          5                 The statute authorizing the

          6  establishment of BIDs and amendments to the plans by

          7  which they operate provide that this local law can

          8  be adopted if the Council makes the following

          9  findings:

         10                 1) That it is in the public interest

         11  to authorize the increases.

         12                 2) That the tax and debt limit set

         13  out in the BID laws will not be exceeded; and

         14                 3) That notice of proposed budget

         15  increases were accomplished in accordance with the

         16  law.

         17                 In addition to publishing

         18  notification of the September 12th Finance hearing

         19  that we held, we required the BIDs to notify all

         20  district property owners of the hearing and proposed

         21  budget increases.

         22                 After hearing only positive testimony

         23  from the participants, the Finance Committee

         24  determined that each of the 19 BIDs under

         25  consideration met the necessary criteria, and
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          2  therefor approve the measure.

          3                 I therefore urge passage of Intro.

          4  248-A today. Thank you.

          5                 SPEAKER MILLER: My colleagues,

          6  another concern of this Council has been and will

          7  continue to be the availability of affordable

          8  housing, and the Chair of the Housing and Buildings

          9  Committee, Council Member Madeline Provenzano, has a

         10  piece of legislation that's on the floor today for

         11  your consideration and support.

         12                 Council Member Provenzano.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: Thank you,

         14  Mr. Speaker.

         15                 My fellow colleagues, I bring your

         16  attention today to Intro. Number 87. It's a bill

         17  that I'm asking you to vote on today, and it was

         18  designed to amend Local Law 25. It would modify the

         19  underutilization test for 421-A tax benefits, and it

         20  extends these benefits.

         21                 It was voted out of the Committee on

         22  Housing and Buildings on September 20th.

         23                 The 421-A Program is used as an

         24  incentive for the development of housing throughout

         25  the City. It is authorized under the real property
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          2  tax law and is intended to promote the construction

          3  of new multiple dwellings, by providing a declining

          4  tax exemption on the increase and assessed valuation

          5  created by the improvement.

          6                 One category of sites that are

          7  eligible to receive 421-A benefits are those that

          8  are underutilized.

          9                 This bill will modify the current

         10  underutilization test so that sites that were not

         11  previously eligible for these benefits will now be.

         12                 The bill will also allow for the

         13  development of sites without the need to wait three

         14  years from the time the zoning was changed, and will

         15  make more sites eligible for the 421-A benefits.

         16                 It will assist in our efforts to

         17  create new housing in our City by allowing

         18  construction to begin immediately.

         19                 As the sponsor of this bill, I urge

         20  the full support of my colleagues, and I think that

         21  this is a first small step in addressing the

         22  affordable housing situation in this City.

         23                 I would also like to thank the

         24  Speaker, my fellow Committee members and the

         25  Administration for helping to move this bill
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          2  forward.

          3                 Thank you.

          4                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you, Madam

          5  Chair. That concludes the Communication from the

          6  Speaker portion of our program today.

          7                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you.

          8                 Discussion of General Orders.

          9                 Council Member Sanders.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Thank you,

         11  Madam Public Advocate.

         12                 Today I rise to back our Speaker who

         13  spoke so eloquently on predatory lending. I'm here

         14  to say that no longer will New Yorkers have to stand

         15  alone, no longer will they have to be just

         16  themselves against some predators.

         17                 The City Council is going to weigh-in

         18  on this action and say to the predators that action

         19  will no longer be tolerated in our City.

         20                 A few weeks ago the Committee on

         21  Consumer Affairs voted unanimously in favor of

         22  Intro. 67-A. I think that this is one of the

         23  highlights of the Council so far.

         24                 I want to recognize and thank, of

         25  course, our Speaker, the Public Advocate, Council
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          2  Member Reed and the rest of the Consumer Affairs

          3  Committee. I also want to thank ACORN, the Asian

          4  Americans for Equality, the Citywide Foreclosure

          5  Project, AARP and the Neighborhood Economic

          6  Development Advocacy Project.

          7                 This is a landmarked legislation. In

          8  fact, we're making history here today, and I think

          9  that we should be aware of the power of good

         10  government. What we can do when we put our minds to

         11  it. We can ensure that the City is not an enabler of

         12  predatory lenders by allowing them to make money

         13  from the City, even as they take advantage of our

         14  most vulnerable residents, especially women and

         15  minors.

         16                 In the past New York City was a

         17  leader in the fight against apartheid, in South

         18  Africa, using the same basic technique we will

         19  employ in this bill, the threat of losing City

         20  business is a powerful stick to institutional

         21  behavior.

         22                 Sure there has been talk of what may

         23  happen in this state government. Thank you very

         24  much, as I wrap up.

         25                 Sure there has been talk of what may
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          2  happen with the state as the state government moves,

          3  but I believe that the people of New York will send

          4  a message to everyone.

          5                 We not only want good government in

          6  New York City, we want our leaders in Albany and the

          7  rest of this nation to do well also.

          8                 I congratulate you all. Thank you

          9  very much.

         10                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

         11  Council member.

         12                 Council Member Nelson.

         13                 Council Member Nelson.

         14                 Council Member Barron.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Thank you,

         16  Madam Chair.

         17                 I just rise to say I want to lend my

         18  support also to the predatory lending bill. This is

         19  a great day for the people of East New York and

         20  Brownsville, for those seniors who lost their homes

         21  from predators who prey on us, p-r-e-y, not p-r-a-y,

         22  and we want to thank ACORN for the work that they've

         23  done on this bill, also our Chairman Reed, Council

         24  Member Sanders, and the Speaker.

         25                 But we're sending a strong message to
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          2  the state, do not preempt what we did today with

          3  state legislation. We want to make sure that the

          4  City is followed on this and we want to make sure

          5  that our citizens are protected.

          6                 I also want to rise to say that I

          7  shall be consistent in not supporting the term

          8  limits or the qualification for office. I don't

          9  think we should use the legislative process to undo

         10  a people's referendum.

         11                 I thank you, Madam Chair.

         12                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         13  Member Nelson.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Thank you. Of

         15  course I'm glad this body is going to go forward to

         16  help people who have been victims of predatory

         17  lending.

         18                 I'd also like to congratulate my

         19  colleague Helen Foster for her reso calling upon the

         20  State Legislature to again try to help and protect

         21  seniors who have been also victimized in other ways

         22  to increase the productivity of their training and

         23  the staffing level ratios, and my resos, two,

         24  calling upon the state legislators to seek out

         25  criminal records of people who work with senior
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          2  citizens, and to fingerprint, to do a background

          3  check, for there have been many stories that have

          4  come to the fore of the victimization of seniors in

          5  nursing facilities, and sometimes even hospice

          6  facilities by people who have had an unsavory past

          7  and should have been caught before the senior was

          8  victimized.

          9                 So I'm glad that most of my

         10  colleagues went along and signed onto this and

         11  hopefully we'll be able to protect seniors better

         12  with those provisions.

         13                 Thank you, Madam Public Advocate.

         14                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         15  Member Koppell.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Thank you,

         17  Madam Public Advocate.

         18                 I would like to, first of all, thank

         19  Chairman Reed and all those associated with him for

         20  their work on the predatory lending bill.

         21                 Let someone think this is minor

         22  measure, you should be aware that Citibank recently

         23  paid over $200 million in penalties with respect to

         24  predatory lending practices by a company that they

         25  acquired. I must say that because it wasn't Citibank
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          2  that controlled that company at the time that the

          3  predatory lending practices were committed. However,

          4  this one company, several hundred million dollars in

          5  penalty, and sub prime lending is a multi,

          6  multi-billion dollar industry in this country. It is

          7  very important that this City prohibit those

          8  practices here.

          9                 And one point I'd like to make that I

         10  hope will be heard north of here, and that is that

         11  the Legislature in Albany should not, as the State

         12  Senate has voted to do, preempt us from acting in

         13  this area.

         14                 A bill has passed the State Senate to

         15  preempt the City from passing just this legislation.

         16  I'm glad we passed it before that bill had a chance

         17  to pass in Albany in the Assembly, and I know that

         18  the Chairman has written to the Assembly Speaker

         19  asking that the Assembly not pass that bill, and I

         20  hope that we will retain the autonomy and power in

         21  this City to act on this important issue.

         22                 I want to again say that I'm very

         23  pleased that this Council has acted in this area,

         24  it's an area I had considerable familiarity with, as

         25  a public interest lawyer, and it is overdue that we
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          2  get rid of something that has robbed countless

          3  citizens of their savings and their homes.

          4                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

          5  Council member.

          6                 Council Member Gioia.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: Thank you,

          8  Madam Public Advocate.

          9                 I rise today in support of the

         10  Speaker and of Chairman Reed and to congratulate

         11  them on their courage in setting this forth today.

         12                 You know, today is September 25th.

         13  One year ago many of us were elected in a primary on

         14  primary day, I've been thinking about the day all

         15  day, it's a happy anniversary for me, and a happy

         16  anniversary for many of my colleagues.

         17                 I ran for the City Council for many

         18  reasons, but with one main overarching goal, and

         19  that was to give voice to those who so far in our

         20  City, in our government have been left out.

         21                 I've said many times here and in

         22  other places that I believe the role of government

         23  at its very best and the role of legislative bodies

         24  is to literally act as David's slingshot against

         25  Goliath. And I'm very proud that one year to the day
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          2  that we were elected in a primary victory, we have

          3  come here and given voice to those people and given

          4  David that slingshot and we're protecting those, the

          5  seniors and others, who have been taken advantage of

          6  when they go out into the capital markets. And as we

          7  open the doors to capital and open access to finance

          8  and as we raise people's ability to accumulate well,

          9  they can go forward into these waters without fear

         10  that there will be predators there. So, it's a very

         11  proud day and I thank my colleagues.

         12                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

         13  Council member.

         14                 Council Member Davis. Council Member

         15  Davis? Oh, there he is.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER DAVIS: Thank you so

         17  very much. And thank you, my Chairman of the

         18  Brooklyn Delegation, and I'll start right there, Lou

         19  Fidler, for letting me hold your area. I'm a big

         20  supporter of this predatory lending legislation.

         21  I've been so happy that Gifford Miller, along with

         22  the Chair, as a member of the Consumer Affairs

         23  Committee, that we, every single member of the

         24  Consumer Affairs Committee signed on.

         25                 The word "predatory" as a retired
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          2  police officer bothers me. We go after predators.

          3  Whether the predator is someone who is committing a

          4  crime against someone by snatching a pocketbook, or

          5  whether someone is a predatory lender who is setting

          6  a person up with some corrupt paperwork and a senior

          7  citizen is being deceived, I'm so happy that this

          8  City Council has stood up today to protect our

          9  senior citizens, to protect our women, to protect

         10  children, to protect our residents from these

         11  deceptive practices, and I'm happy that we, today,

         12  in the City Council are sending a clear message that

         13  the City of New York, we will not, we will never,

         14  ever want to do any business with any predatory

         15  lenders. So, today I'm proud to stand here as a

         16  member of the City Council as a proud supporter.

         17                 Thank you, Madam Chair.

         18                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you.

         19                 Council Member Diaz.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER DIAZ: Thank you, Madam

         21  Chairlady. Before I say anything, I would like to

         22  express my appreciation for your visit to my

         23  district yesterday. It was an honor to have you in

         24  the Bronx.

         25                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you.
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          2  It was an honor to be there.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER DIAZ: I would like to

          4  call the attention of my colleagues, especially to

          5  the Speaker, that today we are supporting Intro.

          6  67-A, and I want to read the language, and I want

          7  you to listen very carefully to the language. It

          8  said prohibiting the City of New York from doing

          9  business with institutions that engage directly or

         10  indirectly in predatory lending. That means forcing

         11  any company that would do business with the City not

         12  to do business if they engage in this.

         13                 Ladies and gentlemen, and Madam

         14  Chairlady and Mr. Speaker, I support that. But

         15  before you clap, I support that 100 percent, and I

         16  admire you, Mr. Speaker, with the emphasis and the

         17  energy that you defend this bill.

         18                 Today also it would be introduced

         19  here, another bill, another resolution, Reso, Intro.

         20  271, that also will require companies that do

         21  business with the City of New York to force things,

         22  to give things, to give couples, same sex couples,

         23  have benefits. So, the two bills, the two bills,

         24  they're using the language forcing companies that

         25  does business with the City of New York to prohibit
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          2  them from doing business now.

          3                 Back in February, back in February of

          4  this year, I introduced a resolution here, Intro.

          5  75, forcing pharmaceutical companies, that in order

          6  for them to do business with the City of New York,

          7  they were supposed to grant senior citizens, full

          8  senior citizens 25 percent discount on their

          9  prescription drugs. They told me here --

         10                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         11  member.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER DIAZ: They told me

         13  here that that cannot be done because it was illegal

         14  to force companies, private companies to do

         15  something, that we cannot do that.

         16                 My question, I'm supporting the

         17  Speaker, but my question is how come it is illegal

         18  --

         19                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         20  Member, your time.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER DIAZ: -- To provide

         22  something to senior citizens, and it's not illegal

         23  to do this? Thank you very much.

         24                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Please limit

         25  your time to two minutes. Thank you.
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          2                 Council Member Brewer.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Thank you. I

          4  just rise to support my colleagues on predatory

          5  lending. I'm not sure that on the west side there

          6  are many such loans, but in working in other parts

          7  of the community, I've seen women in particular get

          8  hurt with such loans and it's nice to see that the

          9  New York Times agrees with us.

         10                 Let me be clear, this legislation is

         11  pro-home-owner, in my opinion, and pro-business. It

         12  helps home-owners better understand their rights,

         13  and helps responsible sub prime lenders and their

         14  financial backers, by pressuring the small number of

         15  bad firms to clean up their act.

         16                 The legislation gives credit to those

         17  credit providers to understand that the wealthy and

         18  poor New Yorkers, we all share the same dream of

         19  home-ownership.

         20                 I strongly support this bill and I

         21  congratulate particularly my friend and colleague

         22  Phil Reed and the Speaker and his Committee.

         23                 Thank you very much, Madam Public

         24  Advocate.

         25                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,
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          2  Council Member.

          3                 Council Member Katz.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Madam Public

          5  Advocate, I rise on two items. Number one, in

          6  support of my colleagues on the predatory lending

          7  bill. In many of the debates I've heard the argument

          8  that people may not be able to get loans if we were

          9  to pass this bill.

         10                 I fully believe, Madam Public

         11  Advocate, that where there is money to be had and

         12  where people are going to be able to go into an area

         13  and lend money, the legitimate companies will come

         14  in and take the space, and take up the slack where

         15  the illegitimate companies were doing predatory

         16  lending.

         17                 So, I fully believe that this is the

         18  right thing to do. I think loans will still be

         19  available. I think that legitimate companies will

         20  come in and make loans available to those

         21  hard-working men and women that deserve them.

         22                 So, I support my Speaker and, of

         23  course, the Chair of the Committee.

         24                 On another note, Madam Public

         25  Advocate, we are downzoning a few areas today in the
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          2  Land Use agenda. One is a downzoning in Staten

          3  Island that we are very proud of to continue the

          4  neighborhoods in Staten Island.

          5                 The other one is in Forest Hills,

          6  Queens. So, pursuant to the Charter of the City of

          7  New York and to be in compliance with that Charter,

          8  I am divulging or disclosing that I have an interest

          9  in the area that is being downzoned. My area in

         10  Forest Hills, my house will be downzoned from R4 to

         11  R4B and pursuant to the City Charter of New York I

         12  sent a letter to the Conflicts of Interest Board

         13  stating that. I thank you very much.

         14                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

         15  Council member.

         16                 Council Member McMahon.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Thank you,

         18  Madam Public Advocate.

         19                 I rise just to let everyone know in

         20  this body that the support for the predatory lending

         21  bill comes from throughout the City, from our other

         22  great boroughs as well as from the great Borough of

         23  Staten Island.

         24                 I commend our Speaker and I commend

         25  Chairman Reed in their leadership on this issue, and
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          2  I want to make it clear and I want the record to

          3  reflect that when we talk about an issue like this

          4  in this Chamber, and talk about words like

          5  institutions and predatory and doing business, we

          6  are talking about people's lives. Very, very

          7  personal, very personal affect on people's lives.

          8                 More importantly, we are talking

          9  about the loss of people's dreams and hopes and

         10  aspirations. In my own district, there is a

         11  development known as Hill Street, where people move

         12  to from throughout the City to experience the

         13  American dream, and because of the unscrupulous

         14  predatory practices of the developer and the lending

         15  institutions that he engaged, many of those people

         16  have lost, or on the verge of losing that American

         17  dream.

         18                 Imagine, if you will, buying a home

         19  and finding out that every month when you pay your

         20  mortgage you're not paying down your principal.

         21                 Imagine the shock of finding out that

         22  one day you get a letter saying that your mortgage

         23  is being called due. My colleagues, we vote not in

         24  the abstract but on an issue that is very concrete,

         25  very real, and I am proud to be part of this Council
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          2  that is taking leadership for this country and for

          3  our state in protecting the hopes and dreams and

          4  aspiration of our fellow New Yorkers.

          5                 Thank you very much.

          6                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

          7  Council member.

          8                 Council Member Vann.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Yes, thank you,

         10  Madam Public Advocate.

         11                 I represent a district in Brooklyn,

         12  and I guess the majority of constituents, people of

         13  color, African-Americans, Caribbean-Americans and

         14  the like, substantial number of senior citizens,

         15  Madam Public Advocate, and I think the record will

         16  show that there has been a targeting by these

         17  predatory lenders of people of color, senior

         18  citizens and women. And today I'm very proud to be a

         19  member of this body because we have let the people

         20  know who may not have resources and may not have a

         21  voice, that there is a new day in town, that there

         22  is a City Council that will give them voice, a City

         23  Council that will take action on their behalf, so

         24  today is a great day for all of us because of this

         25  bill, this predatory lending bill that presumably we
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          2  will pass shortly.

          3                 I commend our leadership, Mr.

          4  Speaker, Chairman Reed and all of the members that

          5  support this. It goes far beyond the immediate

          6  prescription, because it lets all New Yorkers know,

          7  all New Yorkers know that where there is an

          8  injustice, and when it is brought to the attention

          9  of this body, we will prescribe the appropriate

         10  remedy to give them hope and need to give them

         11  resolution.

         12                 Thank you. I'm very proud to be a

         13  member of this Council.

         14                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

         15  Council Member.

         16                 Council Member Clarke.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Thank you,

         18  Madam Public Advocate.

         19                 I, too, am joining with my

         20  colleagues, the Speaker, Council Member Reed, to

         21  lend my voice to the support for the resolution --

         22  excuse me, for the introduction and the bill and

         23  legislation around predatory lending today.

         24                 You know, I come from a community

         25  where many people have emigrated, and they have been
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          2  targeted in particular as new-comers to the United

          3  States. They come here with a dream of eventually

          4  owning a home and to see so many individuals have

          5  their rights taken advantage of, and their dreams

          6  snatched away has been one of the downsize of coming

          7  to the United States and meeting with unscrupulous

          8  individuals who, in my estimation, are not lenders

          9  but are robbers.

         10                 So, today, today I'm extremely proud.

         11  Because we have said we will no longer tolerate the

         12  victimization of people within our communities, be

         13  they senior citizens, be they new families, or

         14  immigrants coming to the United States to pursue the

         15  American dream, which is owning a home.

         16                 Thank you very much, Madam Public

         17  Advocate.

         18                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

         19  Council Member Clarke.

         20                 Council Member Stewart.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Thank you,

         22  Madam Public Advocate.

         23                 Today I rise to support the Speaker

         24  and Mr. Reed, Council Member Reed, in this venture

         25  of the predatory lending.
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          2                 However, there is another group of

          3  people that I think we should stand up for, and that

          4  is those young people who have come to this country,

          5  go to school, in our public schools, and then after

          6  the secondary education, from secondary schools,

          7  they are stuck.

          8                 I'm calling on my colleagues to

          9  support the resolution where we call on the support

         10  on the US Senate on the passage of the Dream Act,

         11  which is S1291, and the US also representative to

         12  pass the Student Adjustment Act, which is HR1918,

         13  and this will basically adjust the status of these

         14  students and help them to go on to college.

         15                 Thank you.

         16                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

         17  Council member.

         18                 Could we all stick, please, to what

         19  is on for the vote today? Because we're going to be

         20  here an awfully long time if we don't. Thank you.

         21                 Council Member Seabrook.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Thank you,

         23  Madam Public Advocate.

         24                 And first of all, I'd like to thank

         25  the Speaker for this bill, and I think this bill is
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          2  one that we have lived with this condition for so

          3  long and done too little about it, and I'd like to

          4  say that the people of the Northeast Bronx, who have

          5  suffered under these predators for many, many years,

          6  we have become victims by one Delta funding, and I

          7  guess I can call their names here, I guess, who have

          8  abused the people in our communities for many, many

          9  years with this whole predatory lending, and in

         10  collusion with another body of people who are senior

         11  citizens in our community, when their houses were

         12  basically in disrepair, they thought they was

         13  getting their new aluminium siding and they dealt

         14  with Colonial, and Colonial end up taking their

         15  property away from them with this whole idea, this

         16  predatory lending.

         17                 So, I'm so happy that people have

         18  decided in this body to listen to our communities

         19  who have been crying out for this for a long time,

         20  and no one has said a damn thing about it.

         21                 So, finally, finally they must have

         22  took somebody else's money out, so we finally got

         23  the opportunity for people to now listen for the

         24  last 25, 30 years that we've been talking about

         25  these people coming to our community, ripping us
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          2  off, taking advantages of our grandmothers and our

          3  grandfathers' land and property, just take it away

          4  from them, not because they were lazy and couldn't

          5  pay their mortgage, but they had ballooned these

          6  mortgages so much that they had taken advantage and

          7  then come back and sell it to someone else.

          8                 Well, I'm so happy that somebody

          9  decided to look in those little communities in

         10  Williams Bridge and Brownsville, and Bed Stuy, and

         11  all those places that these people have been crying

         12  --

         13                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         14  Member.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: For the last

         16  35 years, 40 years, and I'm so happy that we had a

         17  Speaker that understood and have been intuitive

         18  enough to stand up and say that enough was enough --

         19                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         20  Member.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: -- And a

         22  Chairman to say that, and thank God it's time for us

         23  to do what's right. Let's do it.

         24                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

         25  Council member.
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          2                 Can I please reiterate, could you

          3  please limit your comments to two minutes.

          4                 Council Member Sears.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Thank you very

          6  much, Public Advocate. Mine will be very short.

          7                 Sometimes bills are not right for all

          8  the people at one time, but this predatory lending

          9  bill eventually is right for all the people, all the

         10  time, because it sends a very specific message, and

         11  I thank our Speaker and the Council for supporting

         12  this, because the message it sends is that you may

         13  not like it now, but it's right for all of us and

         14  will be right for you and you will like it. So, it

         15  is a wonderful day here. Thank you.

         16                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

         17  Council Member.

         18                 Council Member Perkins.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: I just want

         20  to take a quick moment to add my name, my voice to

         21  all of those who have worked so hard to make this

         22  legislation a reality. Especially I want to commend

         23  my good friend Phil Reed as the Chairman of the

         24  Committee; Brother Sanders as the lead sponsor; and,

         25  of course, our Speaker for being able to provide the
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          2  kind of leadership.

          3                 And then last but not least, I want

          4  to thank all those supporters in the community, the

          5  Coalition, the advocates that kept us on point and

          6  helped us to understand the issues, and last but not

          7  least, as one who comes from a community where this

          8  has been a serious problem, I want to express my

          9  appreciation to all of our constituents who have

         10  brought this attention to our problem, helped us to

         11  understand it from their very personal and

         12  particular way that our Council can go on record as

         13  one that is being responsive to the community and is

         14  setting, setting a pattern, setting a trend that I'm

         15  sure we'll see time and time again as we approve

         16  more and more significant legislation that will make

         17  a difference for the people of the City of New York.

         18                 Thank you very much.

         19                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

         20  Council Member.

         21                 Council Member Recchia.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Yes, I also

         23  would like to thank the Speaker for letting this

         24  bill come forth, come to the floor for a vote, and

         25  especially thank Phil Reed on behalf of all my
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          2  constituents from Coney Island.

          3                 Too many times I had to represent

          4  people who were taken advantaged by these lending

          5  institutions, and for all of those people that lost

          6  their homes, now you can say that the City Council

          7  has done something about it, and for all those

          8  people we're protecting, you should be thankful for

          9  our Speaker Gifford Miller and for Phil Reed for

         10  their outstanding work they have done, and thank you

         11  on behalf of my entire Council district.

         12                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

         13  Council Member.

         14                 Report of Special Committees.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: None.

         16                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: All right,

         17  Council Member Yassky, we didn't see you. And

         18  Moskowitz also.

         19                 Excuse me, Mr. Speaker. Council

         20  Member Yassky then Moskowitz. Sorry.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Thank you.

         22                 I want to just rise to express some

         23  concerns about one piece of legislation that we're

         24  voting on, having to do with the 421-A program.

         25                 What this bill would do, as I
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          2  understand it, is to extend a current tax exemption

          3  program to buildings that are being converted from

          4  manufacturing or commercial use to residential use.

          5                 Now, of course, we want to encourage

          6  housing construction as much as we can, and I

          7  understand that goal, at the same time we want to

          8  make sure that we protect what manufacturing

          9  capacity we have, and particularly in the areas of

         10  the City, where conversions of manufacturing of

         11  commercial buildings are immensely profitable for

         12  those doing the conversion, I think we have a right

         13  to expect that some part of what is developed is

         14  affordable housing that regular New Yorkers can take

         15  advantage of.

         16                 And my concern about providing

         17  additional tax incentives to developers doing

         18  conversions is that it will hinder our ability to

         19  demand such concessions.

         20                 So, that's a concern that I just want

         21  to raise about the 421-A bill before us. I believe

         22  it's Intro. 87. Thank you.

         23                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

         24  Council member.

         25                 Council Member Moskowitz.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER MOSKOWITZ: Madam

          3  Public Advocate, may I please have unanimous consent

          4  to vote on all Land Use items?

          5                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER MOSKOWITZ: Thank you.

          7  I vote aye on all.

          8                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          9  Member DeBlasio.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER DeBLASIO: Thank you,

         11  Madam Chair.

         12                 I want to thank the Speaker and all

         13  the members who have played a leading role on the

         14  predatory lending bill. I have a perspective on this

         15  issue from the two years I served as the regional

         16  director for the US Department of Housing and Urban

         17  Development, covering all of New York State and New

         18  Jersey during the Clinton Administration, and this

         19  was a huge problem, possibly the most pressing

         20  problem we faced at HUD in those years, and I just

         21  want to report to everyone that it was clear from

         22  two years of working day-by-day with communities all

         23  over this City on this problem that nothing

         24  sufficient was being done legislatively at the

         25  federal or state level to stop the practice of
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          2  predatory lending. And it was absolutely necessary,

          3  it was absolutely fundamentally necessary to pass

          4  this legislation as a first step to ending that

          5  practice.

          6                 And I also want to thank all the

          7  supporters in the communities, and starting with our

          8  brothers and sisters at ACORN who have put this

          9  issue on the map, and I hope everyone realizes that

         10  what ACORN has done is not just in New York City but

         11  nationally ACORN has made this an issue and has

         12  taken the fore on it throughout the country. And I

         13  want to thank them for that. It's time to fight

         14  predatory lending and this is a major, major step

         15  forward.

         16                 Thank you.

         17                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

         18  Council member.

         19                 Reports of Standing Committees.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports of the

         21  Committee on Aging.

         22                 Resolution 223.

         23                 SPEAKER MILLER: I believe this one

         24  will be coupled under general order.

         25                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: You got it.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Resolution 360.

          3                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on general

          4  order calendar.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Resolution 361.

          6                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

          7  general order calendar.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports of the

          9  Committee on Governmental Operation. Intro. 238.

         10                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on general

         11  order calendar.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 302.

         13                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled to be filed.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports of the

         15  Committee on Housing and Buildings. Intro. 87.

         16                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

         17  general order calendar.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports of the

         19  Committee on Land Use.

         20                 LU 149 and companion reso 499.

         21                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on general

         22  order calendar.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 206 and

         24  companion reso 500.

         25                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on general
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          2  order.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 211 and

          4  companion reso 501.

          5                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on general

          6  order.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 212 and

          8  companion Reso 502.

          9                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on general

         10  order.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 234 and

         12  companion Reso 503.

         13                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on general

         14  order.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 240 and

         16  companion Reso 504.

         17                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on general

         18  order.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 244 and

         20  companion Reso 505.

         21                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on general

         22  order.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 251 and

         24  companion reso 506.

         25                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on general
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          2  order.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 264 and

          4  companion reso 507.

          5                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on general

          6  order.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 265 and

          8  companion reso 508.

          9                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on general

         10  order.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 266 and

         12  companion Reso 509.

         13                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on general

         14  order.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 271 and

         16  companion reso 510.

         17                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on general

         18  order.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports of the

         20  Committee on Rules, Privileges and Elections.

         21                 Preconsidered M 317 and companion

         22  reso 511.

         23                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on general

         24  order.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Preconsidered M
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          2  318 and companion reso 512.

          3                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on general

          4  order.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Preconsidered

          6  319 and companion reso 513.

          7                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on general

          8  order.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Preconsidered M

         10  320 and companion reso 514.

         11                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on general

         12  order.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Preconsidered M

         14  321 and companion reso 515.

         15                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on general

         16  order.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Preconsidered M

         18  322 and companion Reso 516.

         19                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on general

         20  order.

         21                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: General

         22  order calendar.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Intro. 67-A.

         24                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on general

         25  order.

                                                            69

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Intro. 248-A.

          3                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on general

          4  order.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 235 and

          6  companion reso 517.

          7                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on general

          8  order.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Resolutions

         10  appointing various persons Commissioner of Deeds.

         11                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on general

         12  order.

         13                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Concerning

         14  Intro. 238, shall the bill pass the objection of the

         15  Mayor notwithstanding?

         16                 Roll call.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Addabbo.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Aye.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Avella.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Aye.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Baez.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ: Aye.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Barron.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: I vote no on

         25  Intro. 238, no on M 302; and I vote aye on all other
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          2  general order items.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Boyland.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: May I be

          5  excused to explain my vote?

          6                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: I stand here

          8  today to talk about term limits. When we speak about

          9  the word "term limits" we're talking about the

         10  extension today, which is a question of fair and

         11  equity for those that have been in the City Council

         12  that are dedicated to the job that they are doing.

         13                 Today we're talking about the

         14  previous law that calls for some members to serve

         15  six years when indeed the term is four years and

         16  four years which is eight years.

         17                 So, I think we are in terms speaking

         18  to the choir when we talk to the City Council

         19  members to talk about how dedicated the members of

         20  this caucus and this Council is toward providing

         21  those services for the additional two years, and I

         22  ask my colleagues' support on that and I vote aye on

         23  everything.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Brewer.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Pass.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Clarke.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Aye on all.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Comrie.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Yes to all.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Davis.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER DAVIS: Permission to

          8  explain my vote?

          9                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER DAVIS: When it comes

         11  to term limits, I, being a newly-elected City

         12  Council member, who has the good fortune of being

         13  under the eight-year, to think that some members may

         14  only have six years, I thought it was important to

         15  give all of my colleagues a fair opportunity to at

         16  least serve eight years in this City Council.

         17                 I also want to say that we did

         18  receive persons who said there could be

         19  repercussions by going against the Mayor, but I

         20  think this is something that is necessary. Mayor

         21  Bloomberg must understand that there is a

         22  partnership here, and today by voting I send the

         23  message to the Mayor that there is a partnership

         24  that we do not have to follow him on every single

         25  thing that he recommends, and I think it's only
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          2  fair, and I think that we have not done the will of

          3  the people any justice because the people put us in

          4  this office to represent them. And I think by

          5  representing them they want us to act fair and

          6  responsible.

          7                 I support the extension of two years

          8  for my colleagues, and I say no to the Mayor and I

          9  say aye on all.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: DeBlasio.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEBLASIO: Aye on all.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Diaz.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER DIAZ: May I explain my

         14  vote, please?

         15                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER DIAZ: Thank you.

         17                 It is an honor to be able to serve in

         18  this body with members such as Margarita Lopez, and

         19  Council Member Gifford Miller, and because of those

         20  two persons they are leadership and they are

         21  well-meaning and behavorial in this body. I am

         22  supporting Intro. 238, and I'm voting yes on

         23  everything else.

         24                 So, Mr. Speaker, it is an honor to

         25  vote yes on this because you are the great man and a
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          2  great leader of this body.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Dilan.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTIN-DILAN: I vote

          5  aye on all, especially 76-A; I vote no on Intro. 87.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Felder.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: I vote aye on

          8  all, except Intro. 67-A.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Fidler.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Madam Public

         11  Advocate, may I be excused to explain my vote?

         12                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: As the Council

         14  member who represents the largest part of the

         15  community of Canarsie, I was prepared to take credit

         16  for Canarsie being the home land of predatory

         17  lending. But having heard numbers of my colleagues

         18  speak before me, each recognizing that the practice

         19  of predatory lending has been prevalent in their

         20  communities as well, it's perfectly clear that the

         21  problem of predatory lending is extended to every

         22  part of the City, demographically, ethically and

         23  geographically. And, so, I'm very, very pleased to

         24  be a co-sponsor of Intro. 67-A. I'd like to point

         25  out that while Intro. 67-A is a step towards
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          2  preventing predatory lending practices in the past,

          3  in the future, rather, those who have been the

          4  victims in the past still haven't been addressed,

          5  and as tight as our budget problem is going to be

          6  next year, I would hope the Council would bear in

          7  mind that the victims are still victims, and when

          8  groups like the Parodnick Foundation come forward

          9  and ask for our help in remediating the problems of

         10  predatory lending, that we be, our ears are open and

         11  we put our money where our mouth is. So, I

         12  enthusiastically vote yes on 67-A and I vote aye on

         13  all.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Foster.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Aye on all.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gallagher.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: No on 67-A;

         18  aye on all other coupled general orders.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gennaro.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Yes on all.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gerson.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Yes on all.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gioia.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: Yes to all.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Golden.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER GOLDEN: May I be

          3  excused to explain my vote?

          4                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER GOLDEN: I vote aye on

          6  all Land Use Call-Ups, if I may? And I vote no on

          7  Intro. 238. I am one of those individuals that would

          8  be affected by term limits getting six years. And I

          9  also believe that in term limits the people voted

         10  for it twice, and I believe if we want to tamper

         11  with term limits, that we should do so in the voting

         12  booth, and we should give it back to the people of

         13  this great City and let them do it a third time. And

         14  I think you'd be surprised to find out that they

         15  voted correctly twice before and they would probably

         16  vote the third time the same way as they have voted

         17  the last two times.

         18                 I vote no on Intro. 238 and I vote

         19  aye on all others.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jackson.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Aye on all.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jennings.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER JENNINGS: (No

         24  response.)

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Katz.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Aye on all.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Koppell.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Aye on all.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lanza.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER LANZA: No on 67-A; aye

          7  on the rest.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Liu.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Yes on all.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lopez.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: May I have

         12  permission to explain my vote?

         13                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: When I was 15

         15  or 16 years old I read a novel that was written by

         16  Dosco Yassky (phonetic). The subject of that novel

         17  is predatory lending. The main character of that

         18  novel decided to kill the predatory lender

         19  individual in the novel. Although I condemn people

         20  who take the life of other people, and I believe not

         21  even when a predatory lender is there should be

         22  killed. I do believe that predatory lending is a

         23  crime, and it should be eliminated. And like Dosco

         24  Yassky, I would like to write a novel that said that

         25  in New York City we don't kill the predatory
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          2  lenders, but we eliminate the practice that is

          3  criminal and unfair.

          4                 I'm voting yes on that bill.

          5                 The second statement that I want to

          6  make is in regard of Intro. 87. Today we have this

          7  piece of legislation that one more time is going to

          8  erode the possibility of jobs being developed back

          9  in New York City for blue collar workers.

         10                 This piece of legislation is going to

         11  take away land that today exists for industries that

         12  provide sites for light in the street into turning

         13  it into possible sites for housing. And it's not

         14  even guaranteed that the housing will be low income,

         15  moderate income or even affordable, therefore, I

         16  vote no on Intro. 87 and we shall be putting an

         17  economic plan forward that try to bring those sites

         18  back into jobs and not turn it into luxury housing.

         19  No Intro. 87; and yes on the rest.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sears.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Thank you very

         22  much for allowing me to cast my vote. I have to

         23  leave to catch a flight, but I very proudly cast aye

         24  on all. And thank you.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Martinez.

                                                            78

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Aye on all;

          3  and no on Intro. 87.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: McMahon.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Aye on all.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Monserrate.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Pass.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Moskowitz.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER MOSKOWITZ: Aye on all.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Nelson.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Aye on all.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Perkins.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: I want to

         14  take a quick moment to explain my vote.

         15                 I want to vote no on Intro. 87. I

         16  believe that the light manufacturing areas need to

         17  be supported and if we're going to convert them into

         18  residential opportunities, development

         19  opportunities, we need conditions that will

         20  guarantee the affordability of the future housing,

         21  as well as some other kinds of opportunities that

         22  can be included.

         23                 With regard to preconsidered M 320,

         24  and reso 514. I want to abstain and vote aye on all

         25  the rest. Thank you very much.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Provenzano.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: I vote no

          4  on Intro. 67-A. I vote yes on everything else, with

          5  the exception of M 320 and resolution 514, I

          6  abstain.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Quinn.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: If I could be

          9  excused to explain my vote?

         10                 I want to, before voting, just

         11  commend the Speaker, Chairperson Reed, Council

         12  Member Sanders, ACORN, our General Counsel Tom

         13  McMahon, and the many others who have worked hard to

         14  make sure that today could come a day where we're

         15  going to pass a terrific piece of legislation which

         16  is going to make sure that a horrible practice, the

         17  horrible practice of predatory lending comes to an

         18  end in this City. So, I am very proud to be able to

         19  vote yes on that bill today.

         20                 That said, I vote aye on all, but I

         21  abstain on preconsidered M 320 and Resolution 514.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Recchia.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Aye on all.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reed.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: Aye on all.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reyna.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: Aye on all,

          4  except Intro. 87 I vote no.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sanders.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Madam

          7  Advocate, may I explain my vote?

          8                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: As Chair of

         10  Economic Development I have some concerns on 87 and

         11  I have to vote no on that one and I want to be

         12  emphatically voting yes on 67-A. Thank you.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Seabrook.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Aye on all.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Serrano.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER SERRANO: Aye on all.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Stewart.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Madam Public

         19  Advocate, may I explain my vote?

         20                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Being a

         22  victim of the predatory lending and having so many

         23  people from my district who come into my office and

         24  complain about predatory lending. I, at this time,

         25  proud to say thank you to the Speaker and the
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          2  sponsors of this bill, and I'm voting aye on 67-A

          3  and aye on all.

          4                 Thank you.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vallone.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Aye on all.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vann.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Yes, Madam

          9  Public Advocate, I vote aye on all, except Intro. 87

         10  in which I vote no.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Weprin.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Aye on all.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Yassky.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: I vote no on

         15  Intro. 87 and aye on all others.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Brewer.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Thank you. May

         18  I be excused to explain my vote?

         19                 I vote aye on all. I abstain on

         20  Intro. 87. In this particular bill, as I indicated

         21  in the Committee, there's an issue about

         22  manufacturing versus housing, and I would say that

         23  underutilization of manufacturing areas is sometimes

         24  in the eye of the beholder.

         25                 And secondly, in the 1980s I spent
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          2  ten years focusing on 421-A. It never leaves my

          3  blood. Thank you very much.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gerson.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: For reasons my

          6  colleagues have stated, I am abstaining on Intro.

          7  87; and aye on all else.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jennings.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER JENNINGS: (No

         10  response.)

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Monserrate.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Aye on

         13  all.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Oddo.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: No on Intro.

         16  67-A.

         17                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: No. Please

         18  be quiet in the gallery.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: We talked about

         20  this yesterday, I disagree with the bill.

         21                 And yes on all others.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Rivera.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: Aye on all.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jennings.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER JENNINGS: (No
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          2  response.)

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Speaker Mr. Miller.

          4                 SPEAKER MILLER:  Aye.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Barron.

          6                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Oh, Council

          7  Member Barron.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Oh, after

          9  getting information from my colleagues, I'd like to

         10  change my vote and vote no on 87.

         11                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

         12  Council member.

         13                 Council Member Jackson.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Madam Chair,

         15  I rise in order to change my vote based on further

         16  information that I have on the floor, and I'd like

         17  to vote no on Intro. 87.

         18                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

         19  Council Member.

         20                 Council Member Baez.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ: I also would

         22  like to change my vote to no on 87.

         23                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

         24  Council member.

         25                 Council Member Seabrook.
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          2                 Council Member Baez? Oh, sorry,

          3  Council Member Davis? No, okay. Stop waving your

          4  hand.

          5                 All items on today's general order

          6  calendar were adopted by a vote of 49 in the

          7  affirmative, zero in the negative, zero abstentions;

          8  with the exception of I 238, 47 in the affirmative,

          9  two in the negative, zero abstentions; and M 302, 48

         10  in the affirmative, one in the negative, zero

         11  abstentions; and I 67-A, 44 in the affirmative, five

         12  in the negative, zero abstentions; with the

         13  exception of M 320 and R 514, which was adopted by a

         14  vote of 46 in the affirmative, zero in the negative,

         15  three abstentions, with the exception of I 87, which

         16  was adopted by a vote of 36 affirmative, 11

         17  negative, two abstentions.

         18                 Introduction and Reading of Bills.

         19                 SPEAKER MILLER: All items are

         20  referred to the committee as indicated on the

         21  agenda.

         22                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Discussion

         23  of Resolutions?

         24                 May I point out that you have one

         25  minute at this particular moment.
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          2                 Council Member Boyland.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: I stand today

          4  to first bring recognition to October being Domestic

          5  Violence Month.

          6                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Please be

          7  quiet.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: Yesterday as

          9  we stood with the Speaker of the City Council --

         10                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         11  Member Boyland, this is not on this part of the

         12  calendar.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: Excuse me.

         14  Thank you.

         15                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Okay.

         16                 Council Member Vann.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Thank you, Madam

         18  Public Advocate.

         19                 A few months ago --

         20                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Could you

         21  all take your seats and be a little more polite to

         22  your colleagues, please. Thank you.

         23                 Continue.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Yes, thank you,

         25  Madam Public Advocate.
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          2                 A few months ago some of the most

          3  distinguished educators in our City were right here

          4  in our Chamber and they acclaimed the renown

          5  leadership of Regent Adelade Sanford. And we

          6  certified that because we gave her a proclamation

          7  stating just that.

          8                 Earlier that year, however, the Board

          9  of Regents elected a Chancellor, and in so doing

         10  bypassing Vice Chancellor, they violated and broke

         11  tradition, their own tradition, if you will, in

         12  their own practice.

         13                 There are many who characterized this

         14  act by the Regents as being sexist, because Regent

         15  Sanford is a woman. I do not agree necessarily.

         16                 There are some who characterize their

         17  actions being racist because Regent Sanford is an

         18  African-American woman. I do not necessarily agree

         19  with that.

         20                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Would you

         21  please be quiet and considerate of your colleague?

         22  Thank you.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: However, what I

         24  do allege is that they denied the most qualified

         25  among them to be the leader of the Regents and
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          2  thereby deprived every child in our state the

          3  opportunity to have the best educational leadership

          4  that is available. So, therefore, they should be

          5  admonished and this is what this resolution does.

          6                 Not only do we admonish the Board of

          7  Regents, but we will make sure that every Regent,

          8  every legislator, every educational organization in

          9  the state will be aware of this because we will not

         10  suffer indignities. Thank you, Madam Public

         11  Advocate.

         12                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you.

         13  Please remember the resolutions, on these

         14  resolutions you only get one minute to speak. Thank

         15  you.

         16                 Anybody else?

         17                 Council Member Barron, did you put

         18  your hand up? No, I didn't think so.

         19                 Resolutions. Resolution 183-A. All in

         20  favor?

         21                 All opposed?

         22                 Resolution is adopted.

         23                 Resolution 250. All in favor?

         24                 All opposed?

         25                 Motion is adopted.
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          2                 Resolution 256. All in favor?

          3                 All opposed?

          4                 Resolution is adopted.

          5                 Resolution 438. All in favor?

          6                 Opposed?

          7                 Resolution adopted.

          8                 General Discussion.

          9                 Council Member Boyland.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: Thank you. I

         11  rise again to talk about the issue of domestic

         12  violence.

         13                 Yesterday I had the pleasure of

         14  standing on the steps of City Hall with Speaker

         15  Miller, Borough President Fields, Council Member

         16  Clarke, Reyna, Brewer, Barron, DeBlasio, Davis,

         17  Foster and Yassky in discussing the issue of

         18  domestic violence.

         19                 What was so significant about

         20  yesterday's press conference, that it was in memory

         21  of a young lady that got killed during her wedding.

         22  She was dressed in her wedding gown. Her name was

         23  Gladys Ricart, and her stalker, or ex-boyfriend came

         24  into her wedding facilities while she was getting

         25  dressed and killed her.
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          2                 The interesting concept about what he

          3  did was not only did he perform domestic violence,

          4  but he also used an illegal gun to do so.

          5                 So we will begin by bringing

          6  awareness to Domestic Violence Awareness Month --.

          7                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Please be

          8  quiet while your colleague is speaking.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND:-- By urging

         10  my colleagues to join me and the New York Latino

         11  March Against Domestic Violence Organization

         12  tomorrow. The march starts at 9:00 a.m., at

         13  Washington Heights, at 251 Fort Washington Avenue,

         14  and it ends at 2:00 at the First Spanish Baptist

         15  Church at 210 East 116th Street.

         16                 It is important that all my

         17  colleagues stand up for domestic violence has taken

         18  major and a large amount of lives. It is sort of

         19  like the unspoken word at the dinner table. The

         20  mother does not talk to the daughter, the children

         21  are not talking to the parents, and, yet, somebody

         22  is afflicting these crimes among especially women.

         23                 So, I ask my colleagues to join me as

         24  we go forth on Domestic Violence Month and we move

         25  forward for this march. Thank you very much.
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          2                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          3  Member Avella.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Thank you,

          5  Madam Public Advocate.

          6                 Just briefly, I'd like to bring to

          7  everybody's attention Resolution 492, which calls

          8  upon the Governor and the State Legislature to

          9  enact, to require boating safety education and make

         10  it mandatory.

         11                 Presently you and I could go out and

         12  buy a 70 foot yacht with no experience whatsoever,

         13  go out on a lake, on a river, and just do whatever

         14  we want, but apparently this has led to a number of

         15  accidents. The Coast Guard says that 84 percent of

         16  all accidents that involve fatalities in the United

         17  States are by people, operators of boats, who have

         18  not taken boater safety education courses.

         19                 So this legislation seeks to address

         20  that and we're calling upon the Governor and the

         21  State Legislature to take action. Thank you.

         22                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

         23  Council member.

         24                 Council Member Clarke.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Thank you,
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          2  Madam Public Advocate.

          3                 Today I'm introducing, my colleagues,

          4  Reso 495, which is a resolution which will call on

          5  the United States House of Representatives to pass

          6  House Resolution 17, US Senate S1005 and the

          7  President of the United States has signed into law

          8  the Young Americans Act of 2001.

          9                 When you want to talk about home land

         10  security, I think that one of the best ways of

         11  ensuring home land security is for us to encourage

         12  our United States Congress to pass the Young

         13  Americans Act.

         14                 United States currently has no

         15  national policy to promote positive youth

         16  development.

         17                 Existing federal initiatives for

         18  young people either attempt to fix problem behavior

         19  such as drug abuse, teen pregnancy and delinquency

         20  or are education-based.

         21                 Too many children and youth grow up

         22  without adequate family and community support, or

         23  the opportunity to build productive futures.

         24                 This resolution would in effect

         25  create a national policy that is much more proactive
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          2  in having our young people build an infrastructure

          3  of community-based efforts that will look at five

          4  core development resources for young people. Ongoing

          5  relationships with a caring adult, safe places with

          6  structured activity, access to services that promote

          7  healthy lifestyles, opportunities to acquire

          8  marketable skills, and opportunities for community

          9  service and civic participation.

         10                 I'm aware of all of your commitment

         11  to the vitality of the youth in this City and that

         12  is why I'm seeking your co-sponsorship of this piece

         13  of legislation.

         14                 Thank you very much, Madam Public

         15  Advocate.

         16                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         17  Member DeBlasio.

         18                 Thank you, Council Member.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER DeBLASIO: Thank you,

         20  Madam Chair.

         21                 The two items that were introduced

         22  today I would like to bring to the Council's

         23  attention. One on behalf of my colleague Helen

         24  Sears, and on behalf of my former employer Hillary

         25  Clinton, I'd like to bring to your attention Intro
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          2  -- excuse me -- Resolution 497, which calls upon

          3  the Congress to support two crucial pieces of

          4  legislation, Senate 2195 and Senate 905 House 1076.

          5  Both of these bills would provide significant new

          6  resources for building and rehabilitating school

          7  buildings in New York. And particularly in the

          8  example of the latter bill, the estimation is about

          9  $2.5 billion in interest-free bonds, would come into

         10  New York for the renovation of school buildings.

         11                 So, it's crucial that we support

         12  these bills, including S2195, the Investments for

         13  Tomorrow's Schools Act, which was introduced by

         14  Senator Clinton, and I ask you to join Council

         15  Member Sears and I in supporting them, and please

         16  let all of your local Congress members know how

         17  crucial they are.

         18                 I'd also like to speak with great

         19  enthusiasm in favor of Introduction 267, which I'm

         20  proud to co-sponsor with the lead sponsor John Liu,

         21  which would finally provide some justice for the

         22  outer boroughs in making sure that car services were

         23  available for hire at subway stops and other

         24  transportation points, something that would

         25  fundamentally improve the quality of life in the
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          2  outer boroughs.

          3                 Thank you.

          4                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

          5  Council member.

          6                 Council Member Davis.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER DAVIS: Thank you,

          8  Madam Chair.

          9                 First, I'd like to offer my

         10  condolences to the great Councilwoman Maria Baez.

         11  Her father passed on and went up to Heaven, and as a

         12  Bible believer and as a Christian, I offer my

         13  prayers for her and her family. Councilwoman Maria

         14  Baez has been a tremendous help to me in my new term

         15  in the City Council. So, to her and all the

         16  colleagues, my colleagues in the Bronx, my

         17  condolences.

         18                 I also like to say that as

         19  representing Crown Heights, Prospect Heights, Fort

         20  Green and Clinton Hill. We've been involved with a

         21  shelter transient hotel situation, and I'm happy to

         22  announce that we're working alongside DHS, the

         23  Commissioner Linda Gibbs, and to come to a

         24  reasonable solution to where the homeless

         25  communities is provided with proper shelter, but at
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          2  the same time there is notification made to

          3  community boards to respect the rights of each block

          4  association to voice their opinion in who is coming

          5  into their neighborhoods.

          6                 So, I'm happy that the Department of

          7  Homeless Services is working with me as a City

          8  Council Member and community boards and block

          9  associations, we are not against the homeless

         10  community. If Bill Gates was coming into a

         11  neighborhood and bringing hundreds of jobs, I would

         12  still feel strong that each block association, each

         13  community board, each Councilperson should have a

         14  right to at least be heard in that process.

         15                 So, again, we're very happy to be

         16  working alongside Department of Homeless Services to

         17  provide necessary housing for the homeless community

         18  and at the same time respect the rights of our

         19  residents.

         20                 As Councilman of the 35th

         21  Councilmanic District, I am pleased to serve.

         22                 Thank you, Madam Chair.

         23                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         24  Member Quinn.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: Thank you.
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          2                 I just wanted to note for my

          3  colleagues' introduction today, Intro. 271, the

          4  Equal Benefits Bill, it's a bill which would require

          5  that companies who do business with the City of New

          6  York who have contracts of $100,000 or more, if

          7  those companies have the financial ability and

          8  presently provide marital benefits, that if they

          9  contract with the City they would also have to

         10  provide benefits to the domestic partners of their

         11  employees.

         12                 I would encourage my colleagues to

         13  sign onto the bill, as a sponsor of this bill,

         14  tracks legislation that has been passed and adopted

         15  in San Francisco, Los Angeles, Seattle, other

         16  places. It is very sound constitutional legislation.

         17  The legislation has withstood numerous legal

         18  challenges in San Francicso and I believe we

         19  actually have the best version of this type of

         20  legislation that's been introduced anywhere in the

         21  country. And in particular I want to thank Rob

         22  Newman, who is the Counsel to the Contracts

         23  Committee, who has put a tremendous amount of work

         24  into this bill, and I hope everyone will join on as

         25  a sponsor.
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          2                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

          3  Council member.

          4                 Council Member Perkins.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Thank you

          6  very much. I want to draw my colleague's attention

          7  to Intro. 270, a local law to amend the

          8  Administrative Code of the City of New York in

          9  relation to police interrogations.

         10                 As many of you know, I have been

         11  involved in the controversial Central Park jogger

         12  case, especially as an advisor on behalf of five of

         13  the defendants, and one aspect of that particular

         14  case is the controversy around confessions, and

         15  whether or not those confessions were false or

         16  coerced.

         17                 This particular piece of legislation,

         18  if it was in place at the time would have answered

         19  that question and ended that controversy.

         20                 So, what this legislation will do, is

         21  it requires that the entire interrogation of

         22  suspects in police custody be videotaped.

         23                 The videotapes will be sealed and

         24  kept for a period of ten years, and this helps to

         25  protect those individuals who are not ultimately
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          2  charged or convicted.

          3                 Videotapes will only be available in

          4  the event of a trial or evidence. If a prosecutor

          5  wants to introduce a confession into evidence, it

          6  must be accompanied by the corroborating videotape.

          7                 Currently three states require

          8  electronic recording of interrogations, Alaska,

          9  Minnesota and Texas.

         10                 As of this year, Prince George County

         11  in Maryland will institute mandatory videotaping in

         12  full of all aspects involved in a major criminal

         13  investigation.

         14                 Texas uses videotaping for their

         15  method of documenting interrogations, some

         16  localities in Alaska and Minnesota still use

         17  audiotapes.

         18                 However, electronic recording is

         19  mandatory by law in the United Kingdom. Thus, this

         20  legislation will dispel the mystique around the

         21  process of interrogation and removes any doubt about

         22  the quality of confessions, and thus, prosecutors

         23  will be able to make stronger cases, and all civil

         24  liberties will be protected. It provides for the

         25  integrity of the videotaped evidence to protect all
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          2  parties involved.

          3                 Objectivity is the key to the intent

          4  of this legislation. Videotaping will ultimately

          5  assist all parties. I want to ask my colleagues to

          6  join me in what I think will be a very important

          7  piece of legislation.

          8                 I want to thank the various sponsors

          9  who have already joined me. Thank you very much for

         10  your cooperation.

         11                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         12  Member Seabrook.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Madam Public

         14  Advocate, just a brief statement and I will hope

         15  people will recognize.

         16                 We lost a great, one of the greatest

         17  basketball players in the City who was on the 1951

         18  championship for City University, Ed Warner who

         19  passed away and a remarkable feat that they have

         20  that has never been accomplished to win the NCA and

         21  the NIP tournament. So, the passing of Ed Warner,

         22  one of the greats in this City playing for the City

         23  University City College passed away and was buried

         24  last week.

         25                 Thank you, Madam Public Advocate.
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          2                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

          3  Council Member.

          4                 Meeting is adjourned.

          5                 (Hearing concluded at 3:35 p.m.)
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          3

          4

          5     STATE OF NEW YORK   )

          6     COUNTY OF NEW YORK  )

          7

          8

          9                 I, CINDY MILLELOT, a Certified

         10  Shorthand Reporter and Notary Public in and for the

         11  State of New York, do hereby certify that the

         12  foregoing is a true and accurate transcript of the

         13  within proceeding.

         14                 I further certify that I am not

         15  related to any of the parties to this action by

         16  blood or marriage, and that I am in no way

         17  interested in the outcome of this matter.

         18                 IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto

         19  set my hand this 25th day of September 2002.
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                                   ---------------------

         25                          CINDY MILLELOT, CSR.
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          9            I, CINDY MILLELOT, a Certified Shorthand

         10  Reporter and a Notary Public in and for the State of
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         12  true and accurate copy of the transcription of the

         13  audio tapes of this hearing.
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